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Heavens  I  what  a  goodly  prospect  smiles  around. 
Of  bills,  and  dales,  and  woods,  and  lawns,  and  spires, 
And  glittering  towers,  and  gilded  streams,  till  all 
The  stretching  landscape  into  smoke  decays— 
Happy  Britannia!  Thomson. 
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NORTHUMBERLAND. 

X  HE  county  of  Northumberland  was  anciently  included 
in  that  division  of  Britain,  which,  Camden  conjectures,  from 
its  situation  beyond  the  Tyne,  was  called  Ottadim,  or  Otta- 
tint.  The  Brigrantes  lived  on  the  southern  side  of  the  wall. 
The  Ottadini  were  a  part  of  the  Meatae,  a  people  who,  according 
to  Dio,  lived  near  the  great  wall  which  divideth  the  island  in 
twain.*  They  were  more  to  the  south  than  the  Gadeni,  and 
their  chief  cities  were  Curia  and  BremeniunLf  The  regions 
which  the  Meatae  possess,  says  another  author,^  Are  the  follow- 
ing; Ottadinia,  in  the  east,  then  Gadenia,  behind  this  Selgovia, 
then  Novantia,  and  also  behind  these  Damnia.  The  Gadeni, 
whose  metropolis  is  Curia,  live  nearest  to  the  walL  The  Otta- 
dini are  nearer  the  sea ;  their  head  city  is  Bremenium,  and  their 
chief  rivers  the  Tueda,  the  ALauna>  and  both  the  Tynesf  which 
run  within  the  wall.||  The  country  of  the  Ottadini,  perhaps, 
stretched  along  the  whole  length  of  the  Roman  province  Va- 
lentia,  from  Tynemouth  to  the  Firth  of  Forth;  and  tht 
Gadeni  seem  to  have  been  an  inland  people,  adjoining  tht 
Vol.  XII.  B  Ottadini 
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2  NORTHUMBERLAND. 

Ottadini  on  the  west,  from  the  wall  in  the  high  part  of  North- 
umberland to  the  wall  in  Scotland.  The  real  situation  of  Curia 
has  not  been  accurately  ascertained.  Bremenium  was  one  of 
the  twelve  urbes  stipendarise  in  Britain,  and  its  large  ruins  and 
chequered  walls  are  still  to  be  seen  at  Rochester,  in  Reedsdale. 

Besides  the  numerous  remains  of  camps  and  castles,  scattered 
through  all  parts  of  Northumberland,  the  Romans  had  fourteen 
cities  in  it,  and  it  was  crossed  by  that  celebrated  barrier,  which 
in  Latin  was  called  Vallum  Barbaricum ;  by  Greek  authors, 
Aia)f»;p<7-/Aa  and  Svpa;  by  the  Britons,  Gual  Sever  and  Mur 
Sever;  by  the  Scots,  Scottinwaith ;  and  by  the  English,  the 
Pict's  Wall  and  the  Keep  Wall.* 

.Though  it  is  generally  allowed  that  Agricola  in  his  second 
or  third  campaign  built  several  of  these  cities,  or  stations,  yet 
the  argument  in  favour  of  the  presumption  is  drawn  from  pro- 
bable inferences,  rather  than  conclusive  evidence.  The  Benwell 
altar,  which  seems  to  mention  Senicio,f  who  was  consul  with 
Palma,  in  A.  D.  99,  and  twelve  years  after  Agricola  left  Bri- 
tain, is  perhaps  too  much  obliterated  to  prove  that  it  belongs 
to  that  time ;  and  it  may  savour  too  much  of  conjecture,  to 
suppose  the  prefect  JElius  Atticus,  who  has  left  his  name  on  an 
altar  at  Lanchester,^  about  twelve  miles  from  the  wall,  was  the 
same  as  the  prefect  Aulus  Atticus,  who,  being  mounted  on  a 
young  and  fiery  horse,  was  carried  among  the  enemy,  and 
perished  with  the  three  hundred  and  forty  Romans  who  fell  in 
Agricola's  battle  with  Galgacus.||  An  inscription,  found  at 
Great  Chesters,  records  the  rebuilding  of  a  granary,  which  had 
fallen  down  through  age,  about  A.  D.  220  ;§  and  a  similar  do- 
cument proves  that  the  armamentaria  and  principia,  which  had 
fallen  down  at  Lanchester,  were  repaired  in  the  year  238.^[ 
Had  these  buildings  been  coeval  with  "the  third  summer  of 
Agricola's  lieutenancy,  the  granary  had  only  lasted  one  hundred 

and 

•  Camden.  t  Bax.  Glos.  J  Beauties,  Sec.  Vol.  V.  p.  209. 
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and  forty-one  years,  and  it  was  so  ruinous  as  to  require  the 
phrase  '  vetustate  conlapsa*  to  describe  its  state ;  and  the 
building*  at  Lanchester  had  '  conlapsed'  in  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  years.  It  is  certain,  that  after  he  conquered  the 
Meatae,  a  great  part  of  his  fourth  summer  was  employed  in  se- 
curing his  conquests  with  a  chain  of  forts  between  the  Firths 
of  Forth  and  Clyde.  The  close  of  his  second  campaign  Was 
also  taken  up  in  surrounding  the  enemy  with  castles  and  for- 
tresses, and  in  the  winter  of  that  year,  he  erected  temples, 
markets,  and  private  buildings ;  and  thus,  by  little  and  little, 
charmed  the  rugged  vices  of  the  natives  to  such  a  degree,  that 
there  was  great  emulation  among  them  to  learn  the  Roman 
tongue,  and  assume  the  Roman  habit,  and  they  began  to  enjoy 
the  luxuries  of  arched  walks,  and  baths,  and  the  elegance  of 
splendid  entertainments.  The  third  year,  continues  Tacitus, 
presented  new  people,  and  the  country  was  devastated  as  far 
as  the  estuary  Taos :  and  though  the  soldiers  had  to  contend 
with  severe  tempests,  there  was  no  murmuring,  and  time  was 
fouad  to  fortify  theft-  conquests  with  castella.*  From  afl  this, 
I  think,  there  arises  a  strong  presumptive  evidence  that  the 
chain  of  stations  from  Solway  Firth  towards  the  mouth  of  the 
Tyne,  was  built  under  the  direction  of  Agricola,  and  that  the 
ancient  inhabitants  of  this  county  first  yielded  to  the  Roman 
arms  in  the  eighteenth  year  after  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Hadrian's  Vallum  consists  of  a  mound  of  earth  thirty 
feet  at  the  base,  and  ten  feet  high ;  a  ditch  ten  feet  deep,  and 
fifteen  feet  broad ;  a  second  mound,  three  feet  high,  and  six 
feet  at  the  base ;  another  ditch,  twelve  feet  deep,  and  twenty- 
four  feet  Over ;  and  north  of  this,  about  seventy  ftet,  another 
mound,  thirty  feet  broad  at  the  base,  and  ten  feet  high.  The 
mounds  are  all  semicircular,  and  the  ditches  slope  from  the  sur- 
face to  the  bottom,  at  an  angle  of  about  eighty  degrees,  f 
There  are  large  reniains  of  this  work  on  Tippermoor.  The 
three  mounds,  and  the  immense  fragments  of  basalt,  hewn  out 

B  2  of 
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of  the  great  ditch,  and  thrown  confusedly  on  each  side  of  it, 
exhibit,  to  this  day,  strong  proofs  of  the  industry  and  mecha- 
nical skill  of  the  Roman  people.  Hadrian  came  into  Britain 
A.  D.  120,  where,  according  to  Spartian,  he  corrected  many 
things,  and  made  a  wall  (murum)  eighty  miles  in  length,  to 
divide  the  Romans  from  the  barbarians.* 

The  truth  of  this  assertion  may  be  inferred  from  another 
passage  in  the  Augustine  history,  where  it  is  said  that  "  L. 
Urbicus,  the  lieutenant  of  Antoninus  Pius  (A.  D.  140)  con- 
quered the  Britains,  and  drew  another  xvall  of  turf  across  the 
island,  f 

This  wall  was  between  the  Firths  of  Forth  and  Clyde.  Seve- 
ral inscriptions  relating  to  it  have  been  found  in  its  ruins.  One 
of  them  mentions  the  name  of  L.  Urbicus,  and  the  rest  not  only 
point  out  the  legions  employed  about  it,  but  the  number  of  paces 
built  by  each  legion. 

Severus  died  at  York,  in  the  year  210.  Herodian  says,  he 
made  roads  and  bridges,  and  passed  the  rivers  and  ditches  that 
were  the  boundaries  of  the  empire.  Dion£assius  says  he  died 
in  the  third  year  after  he  came  into  Britain.  He  mentions  the 
great  barrier  that  divides  the  island  into  two  parts,  as  a  thing 
existing  when  Severus  undertook  his  expedition;  and  asserts 
that  this  emperor,  in  the  skirmishing  warfare  that  the  natives 
used  against  him,  and  in  clearing  away  forests,  levelling  hills, 
draining  morasses,  and  building  bridges,  lost  at  least  fifty  thou- 
sand men,  and  yet  persisted  in  his  design.  These  historians 
lived  in  the  time  of  Severus,  and  are,  by  far,  the  most  copious 
detailers  of  his  actions  ;  but  neither  of  them  hint  a  word  about 
any  wall  that  he  built.  About  sixty-five  years  after  his  death, 
Spartian,  however,  not  only  asserts,  that  he  built  a  wall  eighty 
miles  in  length,  across  the  island,  but  that  it  was  the  chief  glory 
of  his  reign.  Aurelius  Victor  says,  it  was  thirty-three  miles 
long;  Eutropius  has  it  thirty-two;  and  Ossorius and  Cassio- 
dorus  make  it  one  hundred  and  thirty-two.    All  that  mention  it 

agree 
♦  .Script.  Hist.  Asg.  p.  51.  f  Ibid.  13*. 
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agree  that  it  passed  from  sea  to  sea*  Spartian  calls  it  murus 
out  vallum;  Victor  has  murus  in  his  large  work,  and  vallum 
in  his  abridgment*  Eutropius  has  vallum.  Orosius  says, 
magnum  fossum  finnissimumque  vallum.  Cassiodorus,  too.  has 
vaBam.  Antoninus,  and  the  author  of  the  Notitia,  both  of  whom 
wrote  before  A.  D.  416,  use  the  phrases  ad  vallum,  and  per 
fineam  valli.  Gildas  quotes  the  words  of  Orosius,  and  Bede  not 
only  uses  the  same  terms,  but  defines  them:  "  A  murus,"  says 
he,  "is  made  of  stones ;  but  a  vallum,  by  which  camps,  intended 
to  repel  the  force  of  an  enemy,  are  defended,  is  made  of  turf 
and  earth,  piled  up  high,  like  a  murus,  above  the  ground,  so 
that  in  the  front,  the  place  whence  the  earth  was  raised,  forms  a 
foss,  and  upon  this  are  fixed  stakes  made  of  very  strong  beams 
of  wood*    In  Alfred's  translation  of  this  chapter,  the  words  are 

•j  hir  bejyjibe  -j  jepaeptnabe  mib  bice  *]  mib 
eojijjpealle  pjiampa  top x  ppam  oJ?jiam  eljieoji- 

bum  Seobumt.Boethius  mentions  Severus  as  repairing  Ha- 
drian's vallum  ;Suritia,  as  finishing  Hadrian's  vallum ;  and  Pand- 
rollus  as  repairing  Hadrian's  vallum,  which  had  fallen  down.  Last 
of  all,  that  penetrating  and  judicious  antiquary,  Richard  of  Ci* 
rencester,  says,  that  "  the  unconquerable  Severus,  having  rapidly 
driven  back  the  enemy,  repaired  the  vallum  of  Hadrian,  which 
was  now  ruinous,  and  gave  it  its  greatest  perfection  J. 

Speaking  of  the  Romans,  in  the  year  409,  Bede  also  says, 
**  we  have  before  related  that  they  dwelt  within  the  vallum 
which  Severus  made  across  the  island;  and  this  is  abundantly 
evident,  by  the  cities,  courts,  bridges,  and  Wgh  reads,  still  to  be 
seen  on  its  southern  side.[| 

In  414,  a  Roman  legion,  under  Gai.ho  of  Ravenna,} 
asristed  the  Britons  in  driving  back  their  enemies.  It  exhorted 
them  also  to  build  a  stone  wall,  to  defend  them  against  future  in- 
roads, and  then  returned  home  in  triumph*  Biit  the  islanders 
being  deficient  in  artificers  they  composed  the  vail  more  of 

B3  earth 

•  Ecc.  Hist.  1 i.  c.  5,  t  Smith'!  Bcdc,  p.  476. 
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earth  than  of  stone,  and  on  that  account  it  availed  nothing* 
This  work  extended  from  the  city  Guidi,  on  the  east,  to  Al« 
cluith  on  the  west ;  so  that  where  a  barrier  of  waters  was  want- 
ing, the  borders  were  secure  from  the  irruptions  of  the  enemy, 
under  the  shelter  of  the  wall.  Very  high  and  broad  vestiges  of 
this  wall  are  still  discernible.  It  commences  about  two  miles 
from  the  monastery  of  iEbercurnig,  and  terminates  at  Alcluith.f 
As  Bode  no  where  mentions  the  wall  of  L.  Urbicus,  it  is  plain 
that  this  passage  involves  a  mistake.  The  Britons  might  aft 
this  time  repair  the  northern  barrier ;  it  is  certain  they  were 
not  the  first  to  rear  it. 

In  416  the  assistance  of  Rome  was  again  implored  by  the 
Britons ;  another  legion,  coming  over  unexpectedly,  made  ter- 
rible havoc  among  the  enemy,  and  drove  them  into  their  own 
country*  But  that  this  their  last  visit  to  Britain  might  be  of 
real  advantage,  they  exhorted  the  natives  to  emulate  the  valour 
of  their  enemies,  and  assisted  them  in  building  a  Jirm  stone  toall> 
from  the  one  sea  to  the  other,  between  those  cities  which  had 
been  erected  there  through  fear  of  the  enemy,  and  where  Seve- 
rus  had  formerly  made  a  vallum.  This  hitherto  famous  and  con- 
spicuous wall,  built  at  public  and  private  ex  pence,  with  such 
assistance  as  the  Britons  could  contribute,  ranged  in  a  right  line 
from  east  to  west,  and  was  eight  feet  broad  and  twelve  feet  high, 
as  is  evident  to  this  day 4 

Bede  copied  this  account  from  Gildas,  Abbot  of  Bangor,  who 
finished  his  history  in  his  fiftieth  year,  and  ninety-six  years  after 
the  Romans  finally  quitted  the  island.  Bede  was  born  at  Monk- 
ton,  about  two  miles  from  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  wall, 
and  educated  at  Hexham,  which  is  near  the  middle  of  it.  Each 
of  the  rampires  would  exhibit  much  of  their  original  appearance 
in  his  time.  The  timber  he  mentions  in  the  vallum  might,  it  is 
probable,  still  be  seen;  and  the  stations,  castella,  and  turrets  of 
the  Theodosian  wall,  could  not  be  more  in  ruins  than  the  reli- 
gious houses  deserted  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth 

are 
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•re  at  present.  His  writings  prove  that  he  was  a  person  far 
from  incurious,  and  it  is  no  improbable  conjecture,  that  he  com* 
pared  the  books  and  traditions  of  his  time,  with  inscriptions 
among  the  vast  ruins  of  cities,  towers,  streets,  and  bridges,  he 
mentions  as  still  existing  in  his  day.  When  to  all  this  we  add 
She  advice  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  a  little  before  the  building 
of  this  wall,  gave  to  the  Emperor  Thkodosius,  and  his  son, 
"  to  build  castles  on  the  frontier  of  the  empire,  a  mile  asunder, 
and  joined  with  a  firm  wall  and  strong  towers,  and  that  these 
fortresses  be  garrisoned  by  the  landholders  adjoining ;"  when 
all  this  evidence  is  laid  together  it  seems  past  all  doubt,  but  that 
the  wall,  usually  attributed  to  Severus,  was  built  sometime  about 
the  seventh  consulship  of  Theodosius  the  Younger,  and  that  if 
Severus  did  any  thing  to  these  barriers,  it  consisted  in  nothing 
more  than  repairing  or  improving  the  vallum  of  Hadrian. 

Hutton,  in  his  account  of  the  Roman  Wall,  in  manifest  con* 
tradiction  to  history,  and  all  good  criticism,  has  endeavoured  to 
prove  that  one  part  of  the  vallum  was  raised  by  Agricola,  and 
-  the  rest  of  it  by  Hadrian.  Agricola's  fortresses  were  all  in  the 
way  of  castramentation.  If  Hadrian  had  a  partner  in  this  work 
it  was  certainly  Severus. 

A  Roman  Road  accompanied  these  works,  from  Wallsend 
to  Walwick  Cheaters,  where  it  branched  off  towards  the  south, 
and  passing  through  Little  Chesters,  joined  them  again  at  Caer- 
vorran.  The  Maiden-way  extended  from  Caervorran  to  Whit- 
ley Castle,  and  from  thence  to  Whellop  Castle,  in  Westmore- 
land. The  country  people  in  South  Tindale  call  it  the  Made- 
way,  a  term  applied  to  it  before  there  were  any  other  made 
ways  in  its  neighbourhood.  Over  Ridpath  Moor,  in  the  parish 
•f  Haltwhistle,  the  pavement  of  this  road  has  been  lately  raised, 
to  assist  in  making  a  new  road,  from  Blenkinsop  to  Featherstone- 
haugh  Castle.  Wailing  Street  enters  the  county  at  Ebchester, 
crosses  the  Tyne  at  Corbridge,  and  divides  into  two  branches 
at  Bewclay,  a  short  distance  north  of  the  wall.    The  western 

B  4  branch 
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branch  passes  through  Reedsdale  into  Scotland,  and  has  upon 
it  the  two  celebrated  stations,  Risingham  and  Rochester,  and 
the  fine  camp  at  Makeaden ;  the  other  branch  is  usually  called 
the  DeviPs  Causeway.  It  has  at  first  an  eastern  direction  past 
Ryal,  towards  Bolam,  and  from  thence  sweeping  away  by  Nether- 
witton,  and  over  Rimside  Moor,  it  bears  due  north,  and  enters 
Scotland  west  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed.  We  have  also  traced  a 
Roman  paved  tooy,  from  the  eastern  gate  of  the  station  at  Ro- 
chester, over  Boleyard  Leas,  Brainshaw,  and  Yardhope,  past 
Hallystone  to  Sharperton,  and  were  told,  on  good  authority, 
that  it  extended  from  thence  to  the  DeviPs  Causeway.  On  the 
moor  on  the  north  side  of  Hallystone  Burn ;  it  is  ten  feet  wide, 
and  still  remarkably  perfect. 

The  Roman  history  of  Britain  closes  in  446.  Vortigern, 
ambitious  enough,  but  too  feeble-minded  and  licentious,  to 
manage  a  kingdom  in  desperate  circumstances,  was  at  that  time 
its  ruler.  At  his  request  Hengist,  a  young  Saxon,  bred  in  the 
Roman  armies,  and  of  great  wisdom  and  courage,  brought  over 
an  army  of  his  countrymen  to  assist  the  Britons  in  restraining  the 
ravages  of  the  Picts.  The  first  object  of  their  mission  btfng 
successfully  effected,  the  Saxons  began  to  turn  their  arms 
against  their  employers ;  and  after  a  struggle  of  about  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  years  finally  completed  the  conquest  of  Britain. 
Octa,  the  brother  of  Hengist,  and  Ebussa,  Octa's  son,  in  452, 
fettled  on  the  north  side  of  the  Tyne,  and  then  cleared  the 
country  of  the  Britons  as  far  as  the  Humber.  They  and  their 
successors  were  styled  Ealdormen,  and  held  their  conquest  as  a 
fee  of  the  crown  of  Kent.*  There  were  no  kings  in  Northum- 
berland till  the  time  of  the  heptarchy,  when  Ida,  in  547,  as- 
sumed the  sovereignty  over  all  that  tract  of  country,  which  lies 
between  the  two  seas,  north  of  the  Humber,  to  the  rivers  Forth 
and  Clyde.f  It  was  divided  into  two  provinces.— Deira,  south  of 
(he  Tyne,  and  Bernicia,  north  of  it ;  each  province  having  at 

times 
*  Rapin,  1. 149.  SeldeB.  Tit.  Hon.  51 1 . 
t  Smith's  Bed,  pp.  5*,  87,  654.    Cough's  Camden,  III.  2<*3, 
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times  Iu  separate  king.  The  dynasty  of  Northumbrian  kings 
ended  with  Eanred,  who  became  tributary  to  Egbert,  king  of 
Wessex,  and  died  in  841.  "  This  kingdom,"  says  Milton, 
"  was  now  fallen  to  shivers ;  their  kings,  one  after  another,  so 
often  slain  by  the  people,  no  man  daring,  though  never  so  am 
bitious,  to  take  up  a  sceptre,  which  many  had  found  so  hot."* 

Taking  advantage  of  these  troubles  the  Danes  made  several 
desperate  inroads  into  it ;  and,  in  876,  the  kingdom  of  Northum- 
berland, which  had  lasted  three  hundred  and  thirty  years,  "  was 
cantled  out  among  Danish  officers,"!  who  now,  as  possessors  of 
the  soil,  began  to  plough  and  sow.f  From  this  period  to  the 
time  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  its  laws  were  Danish,  when  they 
were  incorporated  with  the  West  Saxon  and  Mercian  codes, 
and  the  whole  made  common  to  England,  under  the  name  of  the 
laws  of  Edward.  Though  the  governors  of  Northumberland 
were  sometimes  styled  kings  after  the  heptarchy,  their  province 
was  dependent,  and  their  most  usual  title  was  that  of  earl.  In 
970,  the  hereditary  government  of  the  whole  appearing  an  ele- 
vation too  high  for  a  subject,  Edgar  created  Oslach,  earl  of  the 
country,  between  the  Humber  and  the  Tees ;  and  conferred  the 
same  dignity  on  Eadulf  Ewilthid,  with  the  country  from  the 
Tees  to  the  Forth.$  Continual  wars,  new  colonies  of  people, 
and  the  incessant  fluctuation  of  power,  from  one  people  or 
family  to  another,  from  the  fall  of  Rome  to  the  Norman  con- 
quest, caused  all  kinds  of  boundaries  to  be  very  unsettled. 
Northumberland  was  abridged  of  its  extent  by  degrees.  All 
the  district,  from  the  Tweed  to  Edinburgh,  was  granted  t* 
Kenneth,  King  of  Scotland,  by  Edgar,  soon  after  his  accession 
to  the  whole  English  monarchy.  ||  To  the  former  possessions 
•f  the  see  of  Lindisfurne,  Guthred,  in  894,  had  granted  the 
whole  of  the  present  county  of  Durham  ;^f  Alfred  confirmed  the 
grant,  and  the  bishops  of  Durham  have  hitherto  kept  possession 

of 
*  •  Hiit  Eng.  220.  f  Rapin,  I.  91.     Holl.  Citron,  b.  vi.  c.  13. 

t  Sax.  Chron.  p.  S3.    Mailroa  Chron.  j  Sim.  Duoel.  204. 

|  Ridpath's  Bord.  Hist.  p.  50.  f  6in>.  Dunel.  p.  t*. 
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of  that  territory  without  many  deprivation*.  Ranulphu*  de 
Meschines  had  a  grant  of  Cumberland,  from  William  the  Con* 
queror  ;*  and  Robert  Mowbray,  who  rebelled  against  Rufus, 
and  died  in  Windsor  Castle,  after  an  imprisonment  of  thirty 
years,  was  the  last  that  bore  the  official  title  of  Earl  of  Northum* 
berlancLf  "  After  that  sera,  it  had  its  vice-comes,  or  high* 
sheriff,  and  was  distinguished  by  wards  and  baronies,  except 
when  it  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Bishop  of  Durham."  J 

From  the  time  of  King  Stephen,  to  the  union  of  the  crowns 
of  England  and  Scotland,  in  James,  this  county  formed  a  con- 
spicuous part  of  the  theatre  of  the  border  wars ;  the  people 
of  Tindale  and  Reedsdalt,  in  common  with  the  borderers  in 
Cumberland  and  Scotland,  being  in  these  times  nothing  less 
than  clans  of  lawless  banditti.  As  these  two  Northumbrian 
dales  were  not  subdued  by  the  Conqueror,  "they  have  re* 
tained,"  says  Grey,  in  his  Chorographia,  "  to  this  day,  the 
ancient  laws  and  customs,  according  to  the  county  of  Kent, 
whereby  the  lands  of  the  father  is  equally  divided,  at  his  death, 
amongst  all  his  sonnes." — "  There  is  many  every  year  brought 
in  of  them,  and  at  the  assizes  are  condemned  and  hanged, 
sometimes  twenty  or  thirty.  They  forfeit  not  their  lands,  ac- 
cording to  the  tenure  of  Gavel  kind,  the  father  to  bough,  the 
sonne  to  the  plough." — "  If  any  two  be  displeased,  they  ex- 
pect no  law,  but  bang  it  out  bravely,  one  and  his  kindred,  the 
other  and  his." — "  This  fighting  they  call  feides,  or  deadly 
feides.  Since  the  union,  this  heathenish  bloody  custome  is 
repressed^  "  "  Both  these  valleys,"  says  Camden,||  "  pro* 
duce  notable  bog-trotters ;  and  both  have  their  hills  so  swampy 
on  the  top,  as  to  be  inaccessible  to  cavalry.  All  over  these 
wastes  one  sees  a  set  of  people,  like  the  ancient  Nomades,  of 
a  warlike  disposition,  who  watch  here,  with  their  flocks,  from 
April  to  August,  in  scattered  huts,  called  Sheales."  "  Such 
adepts  were  they  in  the  art  of  thieving,  that  they  could  twist 

a  cow's 

*  Gocgb's  Camd.  III.  309.  t  WilkhVa  Leg.  Ang.  Sax.  £86. 

j  Wallis,  J.  \iv.  $  P.  33.  aiino  1649.  g  Ooogfa,  III.  833. 
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%  cow's  horn,  or  mark  a  horse,  so  that  its  owner  could  not  know 
it  A  person  telling  King  James  a  surprising  story  of  a  cow 
that  had  been  driven  from  the  north  of  Scotland  into  the  south 
of  England,  and,  escaping  from  the  herd,  had  found  her  way 
home,  '  the  most  surprising  part  of  the  story,9  the  king  re* 
plied,  '  you  lay  least  stress  on,  that  she  passed  unstolen  through 
the  debateahfe  land.*9 " 

By  statutes  of  the  second  and  ninth  of  Henry  the  Fifth,  on 
complaint  of  murder  and  violent  outrages  committed  in  the 
franchises  of  Tindale,  Reedsdale,  and  Hexhamshire,  into  which 
districts  the  king's  writ  did  not  extend,  it  was  enacted,  that  all 
persons  committing  murders  within  these  franchises  shall  be 
proceeded  against  by  common  law,  till  they  be  outlawed ;  and 
that  their  lands  be  forfeited  to  the  liberties  they  belong,  or  to 
(he  king,  as  they  happen  within  their  respective  limits,  f  The 
"  Northe  Tyne  devidethe  Tyndale  frome  NortheumbariancL 
For  Tyndall,  thowghe  it  be  a  parte  of  Northumberland,  yet  it 
is  a  parte  privilegyd  within  it  selfe.J  " 

Harrison,  with  his  usual  plainness,  says,  "  men  have  doubted 
whether  thieves  or  trie  men  doo  most  abound  in  these  dales. 
Nevertheless,  sithens  that  by  the  diligence  cheefelie  of  Mais- 
ter  Gilpin,  and  finallie  of  other  learned  preachers,  the  grace  of 
God  working  with  them,  they  have  beene  called  unto  some 
obedicAe  and  seal  unto  the  Word,  it  is  found  that  they  haye 
so  well  profited  by  the  same,  that  at  this  present  their  former 
sauage  demeanour  is  very  much  abated,  and  their  barbarous 
wildnesse,  and  fiercesse  so  qualified,  that  there  is  great  hope 
left  of  their  reduction  unto  cknlkie,  and  better  order  of  be* 
bauiour,  than  hitherto  they  have  beene  acquainted  withalL"  § 
"  In  this  dreadful  country,  where  no  man  would  even  travel 
that  could  help  it,  Mr.  Gilpin  never  failed  to  spend  some  part 
of  the  year.  He  had  set  places  for  preaching,  which  were  as 
regularly  attended  as  the  assize  towns  of  a  circuit  The  dis- 
interested 

*  Gtlp.  life  of  OUp.  175.         t  Keble't  Stat,  at  Large,  pp.  313,  470. 
t  Lei.  It.  Vol.  VIL  pt.  i,  foU  75.  j  Desc.  of  Brit.  fei.  c.  14. 
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interested  pains  he  thus  took  among  these  barbarous  people, 
and  the  good  offices  he  was  always  ready  to  do  them,  drew 
from  them  the  sincerest  expressions  of  gratitude.  How  well 
his  name  was  revered  amongst  them,  one  instance  will  shew:— 
By  the  carelessness  of  his  servants,  his  horses  were  one  day 
stolen.  The  news  was  quickly  spread,  and  every  one  ex- 
pressed the  highest  indignation  at  the  fact.  The  thief  was  re- 
joicing over  his  prize,  when,  by  the  report  of  the  country,  he 
found  whose  horses  he  had  taken.  Terrified  at  what  he  had 
done,  he  instantly  came  trembling  back,  confessed  the  fact, 
restored  the  horses,  and  declared  he  believed  the  devil  would 
have  seized  him  directly,  had  he  carried  them  off,  knowing 
them  to  be  Mr.  Gilpin's."* 

The  progress  of  good  principle  and  civilization  was,  however, 
but  slow  amongst  them,  for  in  the  preamble  of  a  border  treaty, 
made  in  159Q,  mention  occurs  "  of  the  lamentable  effects 
which  the  lawless  and  disobedient  disposition  of  the  most  of  the 
inhabitants  thereof,  emboldened  with  long  impunity,  and  tole- 
ration of  careless  officers,  hath  wrought  between  the  marches, 
to  the  offence  of  God's  most  holy  majesty,  and  the  great  dis- 
honour of  the  princes,  and  pitiful  desolation  of  both  the  bor- 
ders, exhausted  by  these  means  both  of  inhabitants  and  goods." 
In  this  treaty  it  was  also  recommended,  "  that  the  princes  be 
most  humbly  and  earnestly  solicited  to  cause  God's  ministers 
of  the  word  to  be  planted  in  every  border  church,  to  inform 
the  lawless  people  of  their  duty,  and  to  watch  over  their  man- 
ners ;  and  that  the  principal  inhabitants  of  each  parish  be  put 
in  surety  to  their  prince,  for  due  reverence  to  be  used  towards 
their  pastors  in  their  offices,  and  the  safety  of  their  persons; 
and  that,  to  this  effect,  order  may  be  timely  taken  for  repara- 
tion of  the  decayed  churches  within  the  boundif" 

**  In  what  a  wretched  condition  our  English  borders  were 
before  the  union  of  the  crowns  (nor  were  the  Scotch  in  any 
better)  appears  from  that  amazing  list  that  we  have  of  the 

many 
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many  hundreds  that  were  continually  employed  in  night- 
watches  ;  the  rest  of  the  neighbourhood  being  obliged,  at  all 
hours,  to  rise  and  follow  the  fray:  and  the  latter  part  of  the 
border  service  reached  as  far  as  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
though  the  chief  of  its  terrors  were  more  confined."  *  To  pre- 
vent these  evils,  Lord  Wharton,  in  his  letter  to  the  commis- 
sioners he  appointed  for  the  division  of  lands  in  the  east  and 
middle  marches,  says,  nothing  better  could  be  done  "than 
strengthening  the  county  with  enclosures,  hedges,  and  ditches; 
and  I  authorise  and  command  you,  in  the  king's  highness* 
name,  to  cause  all  such  portions  thereof  as  be  convenient  for 
tillage,  meadows,  or  grassings,  to  be  enclosed  with  ditches, 
five  quarters  in  breadth,  and  six  quarters  in  depth,  and  to  be 
double  set  with  quick-wqpd,  and  hedged  above  three  quarters 

high.t" 

March  is  the  same  as  mark ;  it  signifies  a  boundary.  The 
title  of  marquis  originated  in  the  office  of  warden  of  marches. 
The  English  borders  were  divided  into  three  of  these  marches. 
The  western  march  extended  from  the  western  sea  to  Tindale. 
The  middle  march  comprised  Tindale  and  Reedsdale ;  and  the 
eastern  march  reached  from  Reedsdale  to  Tweedmouth.  The 
office  of  lord  warden-general  being  of  a  military  nature,  was 
vested  with  large  authorities,  and  usually  bestowed  on  the 
dukes  or  earls  of  Northumberland.  The  executive  part  of  the 
office  was,  however,  mostly  put  into  the  hands  of  a  deputy, 
under  whom  were  three  deputy  wardens.  One  of  these  officers, 
by  the  king's  commission,  sat  as  judge  in  the  march-courts, 

and 
*  Bp.  Nkh.  Bord.  Laws,  Pref.  xxziiL 

*  Ibid.  p.  2*0.  a  Many,*  says  Gardiner,  "  have  admired  the  poverty 
of  Northumberland,  as  well  they  may,  for  what  with  the  bloody  tyrants, 
the  Soots,  on  the  north  of  that  poor  county,  and  oppressive  corpora- 
tion of  Newcastle  on  the  sooth  thereof,  bounded  in  with  high  lands  on  the 
west,  and  the  sea  on  the  east,  it  can  get  notliing  but  strokes,  and  worried 
out  of  what  they  have,  and  not  being  tolerated  to  make  use  of  their  own, 
aad  cold  blasts  from  the  sea,  &c.    E»g*  Gricr.  Dis.  p.  1S9. 
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and  assisted  in  settling  treaties  with  Scotland,  and  in  framing 
the  border  laws. 

Most  of  the  lands  of  the  county  were  held  of  the  king,  by 
knights9  service.  The  barons,  and  people  of  quality,  dwelt  in 
Strong  castles,  or  moated  towers.  The  middle  classes  of  the 
people  held  their  lands  of  the  barons,  chiefly  in  soccage  tenure, 
and  lived  in  buildings  called  peels,  or  piles,  in  the  ground  floor 
of  which  their  cattle  were  kept  in  the  nights,  and  the  upper 
rooms  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  family.  The  lowest  sort,  in 
common  with  the  middle  class,  were  subject  to  a  most  grievous 
service,  in  keeping  night-watches  at  all  the  fords,  passes,  and 
inlets  of  valleys,  to  guard  against  the  incursions,  and  spread 
alarm  at  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  When  the  opposite  bor- 
derers made  their  appearance,  every  men  within  hearing  of  the 
blowing  of  the  horn,  was  obliged,  on  pain  of  death,  to  rise 
and  follow  the  fray.  The  pursuit  of  hot-trode  is  thus  men- 
tioned in  the  treaty  of  1563 :  "  The  parties  grieved  to  follow 
their  lawful  trode  with  hound  and  horn,  hue  and  cry,  and  all 
other  accustomed  manner  of  fresh  pursuit,  for  the  recovery  of 
their  goods  spoiled."* 

This  slavery,  and  all  this  barbarism  and  contention,  have 
happily,  since  the  union,  been  gradually  disappearing.  The 
country  has  been  enclosed  far  np  the  valleys  of  Tindale  and 
Reedsdale,  and  the  refinements  of  great  civilization  now  pre* 
vail,  where  less  than  two  centuries  since  robbery  was  a  trade ; 
and  if  the  inhabitants  were  not  pursuing  a  horde  of  Scotch 
banditti,  with  blazing  faggots,  blood-hounds,f  and  savage  cries, 
they  were  employed  in  burning  the  villages,  or  plundering  the 
farms  of  Liddesdale. 

*  This  county  lies  between  54°  51'  and  66°  51'  of  latitude,  and 

from 

*  Leg.  March,  127. 

t  A  sore  way  of  stopping  the  dog  was  to  spill  blood  upon  the  track, 

which  destroyed  the  discriminating  fineness  of  his  scent.    A  captive  was 

sometimes  sacrificed  on  such  occasions.    Lay  of  Last  Minstrel,  canto  i. 

st.  xxi. 
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from  1°  to  2°  2S'  of  longitude,  west  of  London.  It  has  the* 
county  of  Durham  on  the  south,  Cumberland  on  the  west, 
Scotland  on  the  north,  and  the  German  Ocean  on  the  east* 
Bedlingtonshire,  Islandshire,  Norhamshire,  are  in  the  county, 
and  subject  to  the  courts  of  Durham ;  but  the  liberties  of  Hex- 
ham, Tindale,  and  Reedsdale,  have  been  annexed  to  the  county 
of  Northumberland.* 

In  civil  matters,  Northumberland  is  divided  into  six  wards, 
and  six  hundred  and  thirty-five  constableries ;  and  in  church 
affairs  into  five  deanries,  and  seventy-three  parishes,  f  The 
names  of  the  wards  are  Tindale,  Morpeth,  Castle,  Glendale, 
Bahnborough,  and  Coquetdale ;  and  of  the  deanries,  New- 
castle, Corbridge,  Bamburgh,  Alnwick,  and  Morpeth,  all  of 
which  are  in  the  archdeaconry  of  Northumberland  and  diocese 
of  Durham.  The  churches  of  Hexham,  Allondale,  and  St* 
Johnlee,  with  their  respective  chapels,  are  peculiars  of  the  see 
of  York ;  and  Throckington  is  a  peculiar  of  the  church  of  York. 
According  to  the  returns  of  population  made  to  parliament  in 
1801,  this  county,  with  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  contained 
26,518  inhabited  houses,  35,503  families,  and  157,101  persons; 
of  whom  73,357  were  males,  83,744  females,  25,738  employed 
in  trade  and  manufactures,  and  23,190  in  agriculture.  By  the 
account  given  to  the  House  of  Lords,  in  1805,  it  contains  1809 
statute  miles*  or  1,157,760  statute  acres ;  each  square  mile,  of 
640  acres,  having  eighty-seven  persons,  and  the  total  number 
of  persons  157,383. 

By  the  returns  made  for  the  county,  exclusive  of  Berwick- 
upon-Tweed,  under  the  defence  .and  security  act,  October  the 
sixth,  1801,  it  appears  that  24,741  persons  offered  their  ser- 
vices in  various  capacities  against  the  enemy,  in  case  of  inva- 
sion ;  one  hundred  and  forty  refused  to  serve  in  any  capacity 
whatever;  there  wasp  also  sixty-five  aliens,  sixty-five  Quakers, 

and 
•  Pulton's  Statutes,  p.  970. 

t  Inclusive  of  the  parishes  of  Bedlington,  Berwick,  Holy  Island,  and 
Noffcam,  which  are  in  the  oounty  of  Durham.  Comp.  to  Armst.  Map,  p.  1 1- 
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and  in  all  99,231  persons  returned.  The  defect  in  the  .total 
number  occurred  in  the  lists  of  infirm  persons,  women,  and 
children. 

The  pit  Coal  of  this  county  is  the  great  staple  of  its  trade. 
It  is  found  in  the  greatest  abundance,  and  of  the  best  quality, 
where  the  strata  which  accompany  it  are  unconnected  with 
limestone.  When  it  burns  to  a  hard  cinder,  and  leaves  few 
ashes,  it  is  best  suited,  both  on  account  of  heat  and  cleanliness, 
for  domestic  purposes.  It  ib  fortunate,  however,  that  coal  found 
near  limestone  answers  best  for  burning  it.  A  line  drawn  from 
Amemouth,  by  the  sea  coast,  to  Tynemouth ;  from  thence  by 
the  southern  boundary  of  the  county,  into  the  parish  of  Bywell, 
and  from  Bywell  to  Alnemouth,  nearly  excludes  all  the  lime- 
stone strata,  and  incloses  the  most  valuable  of  the  coal.*  This 
district,  as  far  as  it  has  been  pierced  into,  is  found  to  consist  of 
strata  of  various  kinds  of  silecious  stone,  schistus,  and  coal. 
Beds  of  schistus  usually  lie  both  above  and  beneath  the  coal-* 
seams,  and  are  often  thickly  and  beautifully  impressed  with  ve- 
getable forms,  such  as  ferns,  vetches,  and  grasses:  we  have 
seen  ears  of  barley,  and  the  leaves  of  pine  apples,  taken  from 
them,  f  In  these  beds  are  also  found  layers  of  iron-stones,  some-  ■ 
times  in  nodules ;  more  frequently  in  rhombords,  with  the  cor- 
ners rounded  off.  Sometimes  large  trees  are  found,  extending 
out  of  the  clay  into  the  stone  strata,  as  at  Kenton,  where  are 
seats  of  stone,  hewn  from  one  of  these  remarkable  fossils,  that 
shew  the  yearly  rings  of  the  tree,  and  the  roughness  of  its  bark. 
Pieces  of  half  carbonated  wood,  apparently  of  the  pine  tribe, 
have  also  been  found  amongst  the  coal— which  seems  to  establish 
an  opinion  entertained  by  several  very  able  and  inquisitive  men, 
that  Coal  is  a  vegetable  substance  % — the  remains  of  forests  over- 
whelmed by  extraordinary  inundations  of  the  ocean. 

In  every  coal  district  the  stratification  which  attends  the  fossil 

always 

•  Gen.  View,  p.  50. 
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always  terminates,  and  is  ill-defined  and  disordered,  as  it  ap- 
proaches to  mountains  composed  of  granite  or  porphyry;  a  cir- 
cumstance which  would  induce  the  belief  that  substances  of  this 
kind  rise  from  beneath  the  coal,  and  that  the  coal  itself  never 
lies  far  from  the  surface.  The  strata  in  Northumberland  gene- 
rally dips  or  inclines  towards  the  east ;  each  stratum,  too,  in 
the  same  district,  usually  keeps  its  parallelism,  with  respect  to 
those  immediately  above  and  below  it,  through  all  the  confu- 
sion of  those  perpendicular  rents  and  chasms,  which,  in  mining 
language,  are  termed  dikes,  slips,  hitches,  and  trquMh*  Some  of 
these  chasms  are  filled  up  with  substances  swept  into  them,  as 
it  would  seem,  from  the  surface,  such  as  clay,  sand,  and  round 
stones.  Some  of  them  are  the  receptacles  of  metals  and  beau- 
tiful spars,  and  others  are  composed  of  basalt,  a  substance  bear- 
ing a  strong  resemblance  to  lava,  and  which  seems  to  have 
issued  hot  from  the  interior  parts  of  the  earth.  The  basalt  dike 
in  the  coal  mine  at  Walker  is  cased  with  the  cinder  of  coals. 
The  processes  of  nature  have,  however,  been  carried  on  in  so 
large  a  scale,  that  we  can  seldom  comprehend  the  principles  she 
acts  upon.  These  dikes  vary  much,  both  in  their  wideness  and 
direction:  they  frequently  break  the  uniform  inclination  of  the 
strata  to  so  great  a  degree,  that  on  each  side  of  them  the  part* 
ings  of  the  same  seam  are  often  elevated  or  depressed  several 
feet  from  each  other. 

Dr.  Mac  Nab  estimated  the  extent  of  the  coal  fields  in  Nor- 
thumberland and  Durham  at  twenty  miles  by  fifteen,  or  three 
hundred  square  miles ;  and  computed  that  one  square  mile  was 
equal  to  the  consumption  of  one  year.  Supposing  his  calcula- 
tion true,  and  the  consumption  on  this  proportion,  the  coal 
would  last  three  hundred  and  seventy  years.  But  large  tracts  of 
this  district  have  been  already  excavated,  and,  unless  other 
seams  be  discovered  than  have  been  brought  into  the  doctor's 
account,  the  trade  cannot  possibly  exist  to  the  extent  of  his  cal- 
culation. Messrs.  Bailey  and  Cully  have  estimated  its  dura- 
tion at  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  years** 

Vol.  XII.  C  ?rior 
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Prior  to  Mr.  Newcommon's  application  of  steam  to  rating 
water  from  coal  mines,  both  the  water  and  coal  were  usually 
raised  by  engines,  wrought  fry  horses,  a  method  still  in  use  among 
the  land-sale  collieries.  Two  centuries  ago,  however,  we  find 
a  patent  granted  by  James  the  Sixth,  of  Scotland,  for  the  disco- 
very of  an  engine  for  raising  water  from  coal  mines.*  In  1630 
a  charter  was  also  given  to  a  person  called  David  Ramsay  for 
a  similar  invention,  f  Master  Beaumont  brought  with  him 
"  rare  engines  to  draw  water  out  of  pits." J  At  the  collieries 
at  Lumley,  abouf  1676,  "  the  engines  were  placed  in  the  lowest 
places,  that  there  may  be  the  less  way  for  the  water  to  rise ;  and 
if  there  be  a  running  stream  to  work  the  engines  it  is  happy. 
Chain  pumps  are  the  best  engines,  for  they  draw  constant  and 
even:  but  they  can  have  but  two  stories  of  them;  the  second 
being  with  an  axle-tree  of  seven  or  eight  fathoms,  and  the 
deepest  story  is  wrought  by  buckets,  and  a  wheel  and  ropes,  with 
the  force  at  the  top."  §  Though  the.  power  of  steam,  as  appli-* 
cable  to  mechanics,  was  known  so  carry  as  1655,  as  is  evident 
from  the  Marquis  of  Worcester^  Century  of  Inventions,  we> 
have  no  account  of  steam  engines  in  these  collieries  before  the 
beginning  of  the  last  century.  The  first  in  Northumberland 
was  erected  at  Byker,  in  1714,  by  the  son  of  a  Swedish  noble-, 
man,  who  taught  mathematics  in  Newcastle.  This  powerful  en* 
gine  is  now  in  common  use  in  all  the  large  collieries.  As  smt- 
plifiers  of  it  the  names  of  Messrs.  Bolton  and  Watt,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  ingenious  builder  of  the  Eddystone  light-house,  will 
be  long  remembered. 

The  shaft  of  the  coal  mine  at  St.  Anthony%  near  Newcastle, 
was  two  hundred  and  seventy  yards  deep,  and  passed  through 
sixteen  seams  of  coal.  The  seam  called  the  High  Main  was  six 
feet,  the  Low  Main  six  feet  and  a  half,  the  tenth  seam  three 
feet,  the  thirteenth  three  feet  three  inches,  and  the  fourteenth 
three  feet  two  inches  deep,  making  in  all  twenty-two  feet  of 
workable  coal    The  shaft  of  Montague  Main,  three  miles  weet 

of 
•  Am.  Hist,  of  Edinb.  66.  t  Rym.  Fad.  L  xix.  f.  189k 

tGiey'i  Choro.*6.    •         |  North's  life  of  Guilford,  p.  137.    Brand, 


NORTHUMBERLAND.  19 

of  Newcastle,  was  two  hundred  and  forty-fire  yards,  had  fifteen 
coal  seams,  four  of  which  were  workable,  and  measured  thirteen 
feet  and  a  half.  The  Low  Main  at  Willington,  about  five  mile* 
east  of  Newcastle,  is  two  hundred  and  eighty  yards  below  the 
surface.* 

Theophrastus,  in  his  History  of  Stones*  has  described  coal  as 
a  fossil  of  an  earthy  nature,  that  kindles  and  burns  like  char- 
coal, and  is  used  by  smiths.  The  Britons  had  a  primitive  term 
for  it;  and  a  celt,  or  axe  of  flint,  was  found  in  a  coal  Vein  ex* 
posed  to  the  day  in  Craig-y-Parc,  in  Monmouthshire,  f  circum* 
stances  which  favour  the  conjecture  that  the  early  Britons  used 
coal.  The  Romans  evidently  made  use  of  them.  Sicuhts 
Flaccus  says  they  were  one  of  the  things  made  use  of  for  land* 
marks;  and  St.  Augustine  describes  them  as  applied  to  that  pur* 
pose  from  their  imperishable' nature i  "  They  who  pitch  land- 
marks are  wont  to  throw  them  underneath,  to  convince  toy 
fitigious  person,  who  should  affirm,  though  ever  so  long  after, 
that  no  land-mark  was  there/9  J  Roman  coins  were  found  in  a 
large  heap  of  coal  cinders  at  North  Bictly,  in  Yorkshire.  § 
"  There  is  a  coahy  not  for  from  Benwell,  a  part  of  which  is 
judged,  by  those  who  are  best  skilled  in  such  affidrs,  to  have  heen 
wrought  by  the  Romaos."||  Small  ooals  and  cinders  have  been 
mixed  with  the  lime  used  in  several  of  the  Roman  stations ;  and 
"  in  digging  up  some  of  the  foundations  of  their  walled  city 
Magna,  or  Caervorran,  in  1762,  coal  cinders,  some  very  large, 
were  turned  dp,  glowed  in  the  fire  like  other  cinders,  and  not 
V6  be  known  from  them  when  taken  o*t."f 

Though,  by  a  grant  dated  A.  D.  852,  twelve  cartloads  of  fossil 
coal  (rpatlp  pC&r Jl  JJWefan^^ei*  to  be  yearly  paid  to  the 
abbey  of  Peterborough,  yet,  doting  the  Saxon  and  Danish  ages 
ef  this  country,  and  for  upwards  of  one  hundred  years  after  the 
conquest,  coals  are  never  mentioned.    Henry  the  Third  granted 

C  2  a  charter 
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a  charter  Co  Newcastle,  December  the  first,  11S9,  "to  dig  coals 
and  stones,  on  the  common  soil  of  that  town,  without  the  walk 
thereof,  in  a  place  called  the  Castle-field  and  the  Forth."  *  In 
an  inquisition,  dated  1245,  it  is  called  carbo  maris;  and,  thirty- 
six  years  after,  the  coal  trade  had  increased  so  much  as  to  double 
the  worth  of  the  town  of  Newcastle. 

The  use  of  this  article  was  so  great  amongst  the  artificers  in 
London  in  1806,  that  it  was  considered  a  public  nuisance,  and 
prohibited  under  seTere  penalties,  f  Soon  after,  they  were, 
however,  in  use  in  the  king's  palace.  %  JEneas  Sylvius  §  says, 
that  when  he  visited  Scotland  the  poor  people  were  content  to 
receive,  as  alms,  pieces  of  stone,  impregnated  with  inflammable 
substances,  which  they  burn  instead  of  wood,  of  which  their 
country  is  destitute.  "  Colys  will  not  byrne  withowte  wodd."  R 
"  Their  greatest  trade  beginneth  now  to  grow  from  the  forge 
to  the  kitchen  and  hall,  as  may  appeare  alreadie  in  most  cities 
and  townes  that  lie  about  the  coast,  where  they  have  but  little 
ether  fewell,  except  it  be  turffe  or  hassocke.  I  maruell  not  a 
little  that  there  is  no  trade  of  these  into  Sussex  and  Southamp- 
ton shire,  for  want  whereof  the  smiths  doo  worke  their  iron  with 
charcoale."  f  "  Within  thirty  yeares  last  the  nice  dams  of  Lon- 
don would  not  come  into  any  house  or  roome  where  sea  coalee 
were  burned ;  nor  willingly  eat  of  the  meat  that  was  either  sod  or 
roasted  with  sea  coal  fire."  ** 

Tinmouth  priory  had  a  colliery  at  Elwick,  which  in  1330  was 
let  at  the  yearly  rent  of  five  pounds;  in  1530  it  was  let  for 
twenty  pounds*  a  year,  on  condition  that  not  more  than  twenty 
chaldron  should  be  drawn  in  a  day;  and  eight  years  after  at 
fifty  pounds  a  year,  without  restriction  on  the  quantity  to  be 
wrought  ff    In  Richard  the  Second's  time  Newcastle  coals 

were 
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were  sold  at  Whitby  at  three  shillings  and  fourpence  per  chal- 
dron:* and  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  Eighth  their  price  was 
'  twelvepence'  a  chaldron  in  Newcastle;  in  London  '  about  four 
shillings;'  and  '  in  France  they  sold  for  thirteen  nobles  per 
chaldron.9 

By  statute  of  the  ninth  of  Henry  the  Fifth,  chap.  10,  commit* 
sionere  were  appointed  to  measure  the  portage  of  keels  or  vessels 
which  conveyed  the  coals  from  the  stathes  to  the  ships.  .  These 
keels  had  usually  contained  twenty  chaldrons  a  piece ;  but  as 
persons  not  firanchised  of  Newcastle  paid  a  duty  of  twopence 
per  chaldron  to  the  king,  in  order  to  evade  a  part  of  it,  they  in* 
creased  the  portage  of  their  keels,  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
officers  of  the  customs,  f 

Queen  Elizabeth  obtained  a  lease  ef  the  manors  and  coal- 
mines of  Gateshead  and  Whickham,  which  she  soon  transferred 
to  the  Earl  ef  Leicester.  He  assigned  it  to  his  secretary 
Sutton,  the  founder  of  the  Charter  House,  who  also  made  assign* 
ment  of  it  to  Sir  W.  Riddell  and  ethers  for  the  use  of  the  mayor 
and  burgesses  of  Newcastle.  This  circumstance  was  much 
complained  of  in  London,  as  a  scandalous  monopoly,  which  had 
caused  coals  to  rise  to  die  rate  of  nine  shillings  a  chaldron. 
Other  grievances  were  added.  The  company  of  hostmen,  in 
Newcastle,  granted  te  the  queen,  in  1600,  a  duty  of  twelvepence 
per  chaldron ;  and  two  years  after  the  hostmen,  by  a  private 
agreement  among  themselves,  fixed  the  price  at  ten  shillings 
for  the  best,  for  the  second  sort  nine  shillings,  and  for  the 
'  meane  coles*  eight  shillings  per  chaldron. 

This  trade  had  now  advanced  to  great  importance.  In  the 
latter  end  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign  the  duty  of  fourpence  a 
chaldron  produced  10,0001.  a  year.  Upwards  of  400  ships 
were  constantly  employed  in  it,  and  a  fleet  of  fifty  sail  went 
laden  from  Newcastle  to  different  ports  ef  France,  while  the 
Dutch  and  Danes  supplied  the  Flemish  ports.  %  A  year  after 
13,675  tons  of  coals  were  shipped  from  the  port  of  Newcastle* 

C  3  The 

•  Chariton's  Whitby,  p.  160.    t  Keble's  SUt.  at  large,  p.  136.     t  An.  161** 


tf  N0RTHUMB11UAFB. 

He  arbitrary  taxes  imposed  on  this  trade,  and  the  shameful 
monopolies  he  authorised  in  it,  contributed  greatly  to  induce 
the  downfal  of  Charles.  After  the  Scottish  armies  took  New* 
castle,  the  House  of  Commons  began  to  direct  the  coal  trade* 
and  govern  the  town ;  by  which  step,  they  were  enabled  to 
send,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  London,  large  supplies  of  coals, 
which  had  "  risen  to  the  price  of  four  pound  per  chaldron."* 
But  these  patriots  were  not  always  successful  in  their  schemes; 
for  in  1648,  even  under  the  sunshine  of  the  commonwealth, 
coals  were  so  oppressively  dear  in  London,  that  many  .of  the 
poor  were  miserably  starved  to  death;  a  circumstance  which 
was  charged  on  the  governor  of  Newcastle  for  the  severe  inn 
position  of  four  shillings  per  chaldron  upon  them." 

"  Many  thousand  people  are  employed  in  this  trade  of  coales: 
many  live  by  working  of  them  in  the  pits:  many  live  by  con- 
veying them  in  waggons  and  waines  to  the  river  Tine:  many 
men  are  employed  in  conveying  the  coales  in  keels  from  the 
stathes  aboard  the  ships:  one  coal  merchant  employed  five 
hundred  or  a  thousand  in  his  work  of  coals:  yet  for  all  his  la- 
bour, care,  and  cost,  can  scarce  live  of  his  trade:  nay,  many  of 
them  hath  consumed  and  spent  great  estates,  and  dyed  beggars. 
I  can  remember  one  of  many  that  raysed  his  estate  by  coale 
trade :  many,  I  remember,  that  hath  wasted  great  estates. 

"  Some  south  gentlemen  have,  upon  great  hope  of  benefit, 
come  into  this  country  to  hazard  their  monies  in  coale-pits.— 
Master  Beaumont,  a  gentleman  of  great  ingenuity,  and  rare 
parts,  adventured  into  our  mines  with  his  thirty  thousand 
pounds ;  who  brought  with  him  many  rare  engines,  not  known 
then  in  these  parts— as  the  art  to  bore  with  iron  rods,  to  try  the 
deepnesse  and  thicknesse  of  the  coale,  rare  engine^  to  draw 
water  out  of  the  pits,  waggons  with  one  horse,  to  cassy  down 
ooales  from  the  pits,  to  the  stathes  to  the  river,  Ac.  Within  few 
years  he  consumed  all  his  money,  and  rode  home  upon  his  light 
horse."! 

The 
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"  The  coale  trade  began  not  past  four-score  yean  since :  codes 
in  former  tones  was  only  used  by  smiths,  and  fbr  burning  of 
time :  woods  in  the  south  parts  of  England  decaying,  and  the 
oity  of  London,  and  other  great  cities  and  townes  growing  po- 
pulous, made  the  trade  for  code  increase  yearly,  and  many 
great  ships  of  burthen  built,  so  that  there  was  more  coales 
vented  in  one  year,  than  was  in  seven,  forty  years  by  past:  this 
great  trade  hath  made  this  towne  to  flourish  in  all  trades." 

Duties  were  laid  upon  this  article  to  assist  in  building  St. 
Paul's  church,  and  fifty  parish  churches  in  London  after  die 
great  fire  in  that  city,  and  in  1677,  Charles  the  Second  granted 
to  his  natural  son,  Charles  Lenox,  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  his 
heirs,  a  duty  of  one  shilling  a  chaldron  on  coals,*  which  con- 
tinued in  the  family  till  it  was  purchased  by  government  in 
1800,  for  the  annual  payment  of  19,0001.  This  duty  pro- 
duces upwards  of  25,0001.  a  year  at  present* 

In  1699,  Newcastle  had  two  thirds  of  the  cod  trade,  and 
500,000  chaldrons,  in  all,  went  annually  to  London.  The 
oversea  trade  employed  900,000  ton*  of  shipping.  Coals  about 
that  time  sold  in  London  for  eighteen  shillings  a  chaldron,  out 
of  which  five  shillings  were  paid  to  the  King,  one  shilling 
and  sixpence  to  St.  Paul's,  and  one  shilling  and  sixpence 
metage.  It  was  then  abo  stated  to  the  House  of  Comasons 
that  si*  hundred  ships,  one  with  another,  of  the  burden  of 
eighty  Newcastle  chaldron,  with  4,500  men,  were  requisite 
fcr  carrying  on  this  trade.  There  were  also  then  employed 
on  the  Tyne,  four  hundred  keels,  and  between  fifteen  and 
16*000  keehnen.f 

The  increase  of  this  trade  has  hitherto  continued  progressive. 
In  eight  years,  from  January  the  first,  1802,  to  December  the 
thirtieth,  1809,  it  appears,  that  4,713,476  Newcastle  chaldrons, 
or  13,490,707  tens  of  cools,  were  exported  from  the  Tyne. 

Sir  Robert  Mansell,  knight,  Vice  Admiral  of  England,  esta- 
blished glass  works  on  the  Tyne,  in  1619,  in  which  year  we 
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find  the  "  Henseys,  Teswickes,  and  Tytteres,"  settled  in  New- 
castle. In  1635,  there  was  a  royal  proclamation,  prohibiting 
the  importation  of  glass,  and  confirming  the  sole  right-  of  ma- 
nufacturing it  to  Sir  Robert,  on  account  of  the  great  excellence 
to  which  he  had  brought  the  art,  and  the  great  saving  of  wood 
he  had  caused  by  the  use  of  pit-coal  in  this  trade.  At  present 
there  are  twenty-eight  glass  houses  on  the  Tyne,  which  pay  an 
annual  duty  of  about  180,0001. 

Lead  ore  is  found  in  great  abundance  in  the  western  parts  of 
the  county.  "  Allenhead's  mines  have  been  worked  for  time 
immemorial.9'*  They  have  belonged  to  the  Blackett  family 
upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  years,  as  appears  by  a  stone 
inscribed  "  Sir  William  Blackett,  1684,"  and  found  at  the 
mouth  of  one  of  the  water  levels,  f  There  is  a  complication  of 
veins  at  this  place  very  productive;  but  the  mines  at  Coalcleugh, 
near  the  head  of  the  East  Allen,  have,  perhaps,  been  wrought 
to  the  greatest  advantage.  "  It  has  been  known,  that  a  single 
length,  at  this  place,  in  the  course  of  twelve  years,  has  raised 
10,000  bings,"  or  4000  tons,  "of  lead  ore.":):  The  ores  here 
have  the  calcareous  or  fluor  spars  for  their  matrix  ;||  and  the 
sides  of  the  mines  are  often  richly  decorated  with  pellucid  and 
and  polished  crystals,  of  various  minerals;  but  are  never  so  mag- 
nificent and  glorious  as  when  they  are  interspersed  with  yellow 
•  ore  of  copper,  and  with  pyrites  and  black  jack,  which  in  hard 
veins,  are  found  to  produce  the  most  beautiful  colours  in  the 
world.  §  The  whole  of  the  lead  mines  of  Allendale,  annually 
produce  about  12,000  bings  of  ore.  It  is  smelted  and  refined 
at  Dukesfield,  and  produces  about  seven  or  eight  ounces  of  silver 
from  each  fother  of  lead.f 

There  also  lead  mines  at  Shilden,  near  Corbridge,  at  Fallow- 
field,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Johnlee  and  at  Little  Houghton,  near 
Bamborough;  and  also  indications  of  it  at  Sharpley  and  Overton, 
near  Simonburn,  and  in  different  places  on  the  south  side  of  the 

Tyne, 
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Tyne,  in  the  parishes  of  Knaresdale  and  Kirkhaugh.  There 
have  also  been  mines  of  it  in  Rothbury  forest,  and  at  Stonecroft, 
in  the  chapelry  of  Newbrough.*  The  ore  got  at  Fallowfield, 
contains  so  little  silver,  that  it  wOl  not  pay  the  expence  of 
smelting,  f 

The  ore  of  zinc  abounds  in  most  of  the  veins  producing  lead; 
and  immense  quantities  of  iron  stone  lie  thickly  imbedded  in  the 
strata  of  indurated  clay  through  all  the  coal  district.  There 
were  formerly  furnaces  for  smelting  iron  at  Bebside  on  the 
\Blythe,  and  at  Lee  Hall,  on  the  North  Tyne.  The  works  at 
Lenimington  are  supplied  with  iron-stone  from  several  of  the 
collieries  on  the  Tyne;  and  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Whitby, 
in  Yorkshire. 

There  are  several  conical  heaps  of  metallic  scoria,  at  a  hamlet, 
called  Ridleys,  in  the  parish  of  Hallystone ;  and  it  is  in  the 
memory  of  persons  yet  alive,  since  diligent  search  was  made 
about  this  place  to  discover  the  veins  that  produced  them ;  out 
it  does  not  appear  that  this  search  was  attended  with  success. 
Mr.  Wallis  was  probably  misled,  when  he  was  informed  that 
these  heaps  were  the  refuse  of  copper,  as  he  certainly  was 
respecting  die  indications  of  that  metal  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Ingram,  and  of  Eglingham.  An  attempt  was  formerly  made 
to  extract  copperas  from  the  pyrites  or  gold-stones,  raised  from 
a  small  colliery  in  Eglingham  parish,  and  the  refuse  of  this  un- 
successful speculation,  was  mistaken  for  the  scoria  of  copper. 

The  soil  of  Northumberland  varies,  from  irreclaimable  bar- 
renness to  great  fertility,  in  many  gradations.  Along  the  tops 
of  the  mountains,  which  occupy  the  numerous  primary  sources 
of  the  Tyne,  little  else  is  to  be  seen  but  broad  heaths  and  cold 
and  swampy  morasses.  As  the  streams  grow  larger  the  sides  of 
the  hills  wear  a  greener  aspect ;  and  spots  of  greater  loveliness 
and  richer  soils,  than  skirt  their  banks  about  Lamley  and  Fea- 
therstonehaugh  Castle,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  BeUingham, 
are  no  where  to  be  found.  The  Cheviot  Hills,  though  they  are 
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patched  with  heath,  and  are  spongy  tod  barren  towards  their 
heads,  are,  opon  the  whole,  remarkably  fertile.     The  ridges 
and  furrows,  apparent  in  various  parts  of  Kidland,  plainly  sfeow 
that  the  feet  and  sloping  sides  of  these  finely-formed  hiUs  have, 
at  one  time,  been  more  accustomed  to  cultivation  than  at  pre* 
sent.    As  the  population  here  has  lessened  by  increasing  the 
size  of  the  farms,  and  the  farmers  settling  lower  down  in  the 
country,  the  plough-share  has  been  disused  and  grazing  pre* 
vailed.    This  district  is  wholly  occupied  by  shepherds.    From 
Whittingham  to  the  Tweed,  the  soil  is  of  a  sharp  gravelly  na- 
ture,  and  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.    The  undulating  hills 
about  Uderton,*nd  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Branxton,  Wark, 
and  Carham,  exhibit,  in  harvest,  one  of  the  finest  cultivated 
prospects  in  Britain.    From  Doddington  to  Berwick,  nearly 
along  the  line  of  the  Devil's  Causeway,  the  country  is  traversed 
with  a  chain  of  low  moory  hills.    The  plains  about  Bdford  are 
extremely  rich  and  beautiful ;  and  from  die  whin  rocks  of  Barn- 
borough,  along  the  sea  coast  as  far  as  the  Wans-beck,  the  soil 
is  of  a  strong  grateful  quality.    Between  Shillbottle  and  the 
sea  it  is  uncommonly  productive.    All  that  tract  which  lies  be- 
tween the  Wans-beck  and  the  Tyne,  and  stretches  in  a  westerly 
direction  from  the  sea  through  the  manor  of  Ogle,  towards 
Kirkheaton,  lies  upon  sub-strata,  retentive  of  moisture,  and  is  of 
a  cold  clayey  quality.    The  valley  of  Hexham,  including  South 
Tyne  as  far  as  Haltwhistle,  and  the  North  Tyne  as  far  as  Belling- 
ham,  is  a  fine  sharp  loam,  which  rises  up  the  sloping  sides  of  the 
hills,  till  it  meets  with  thin  soils  covered  with  poor  grasses,  and 
in  many  places  with  heath.    The  harvests  in  this  valley  are  the 
earliest,  its  trees  have  the  richest  foliage,  and  its  landscape  is 
the  most  diversified  and  interesting  of  any  in  Northumberland. 
Cold  and  pining  easterly  winds  prevail  here  during  the  months 
of  March,  April,  and  frequently  the  greater  part  of  May.  When 
the  western  breezes  set  in,  the  progress  of  vegetation  is  rapid. 
It  is  not  uncommon  to  see  the  trees  in  the  beginning  of  Mayas 
arid  and  leafless  as  in  December  ;  and,  through  the  influence  of 
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m9d  westerly  winds,  and  kind  rains,  in  the  course  of  eight  or  ten 
days  not  a  branch  to  be  seen.  When  these  westerly  breezes  in- 
crease into  hurricanes  it  is  a  sure  indication  of  a  deluge  of 
rain  being  falling  at  the  time  in  the  western  counties  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland*  The  autumn  of  the  year  is  the  summer  of 
Northumberland.  The  months  of  September  and  October  are 
usually  fine  settled  weather.  From  the  middle  of  November  to 
the  latter  end  of  March  the  winter  tyranises  severely.  The 
largest  falls  of  snow  are  brought  by  winds  that  sweep  over  the 
longest  tracts  of  land.  Wherever  the  country  is  dry  and  well 
cultivated,  the  air  is  most  salubrious. 

In  so  great  diversity  of  soil  and  climate,  a  corresponding  di- 
versity of  produce  and  management  is  to  be  expected.  The 
usual  rotation  of  crops,  on  dry  soils,  is,  turnips,  barley,  or 
wheat,  clover  for  one  or  two  years,  oats,  or  where  barley  has 
been  grown  after  turnips,  wheat  is  sometimes  sown.  Upon 
strong  loams,  fallow  wheat,  clover,  for  one  or  two  years,  beans 
or  oats.  Upon  moist  thin  loams  or  ochrey  clays,  fallow,  wheat, 
clover,  and  grass  seeds  for  two  years ;  and,  upon  moory  soils, 
fallow,  oats,  clover,  and  grass  seeds  two  years,  oats.  *  Near 
Wooler  it  has  been  found,  that,  on  ground  properly  prepared  for 
comparitive  experiment,  the  difference  in  favour  of  drill  ridges, 
at  nine  inches  asunder,  over  the  broad  cast  way,  is  in  the  pro- 
portion of  thirty-six  bushels  of  wheat,  each  weighing  fifty- 
nine  pound,  to  thirty-four  bushels,  each  fifty-eight  pound ;  and, 
by  another  experiment,  as  forty-two  bushels  and  a  half,  each 
sixty  pound,  is  to  forty  bushels,  each  fifty-nine  pound,  f  At 
the  same  place  in  was  also  discovered,  from  two  experiments, 
that  the  weight  of  drilled  turnips,  were  to  those  of  the  broad- 
cast husbandry,  in  the  rates  of  four  to  three.  \  Some  of  the 
most  intelligent  farmers  in  the  same  neighbourhood  find,  that 
a  course  of  three  years  tillage  and  three  years  grass,  is  a  much 
more  profitable  system  than  one  year  clover,  or  any  other  sys- 
tem they  have  tried. 

Independent 
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Independent  of  the  produce  of  the  fold-yard,  the  manure*, 
chiefly  in  use,  are  lime,  marie,  and  sea-weed.  Lime  is  plenti- 
fid  in  almost  all  parts  of  the  county,  except  in  the  porphyry 
district  of  the  Cheviot  Hills,  and  the  coal-field  in  Castle  Ward. 
Stone  marie  '  abounds  in  many  places  near  the  Tweed  side.'  * 
Large  supplies  of  excellent  sheU-marle  are  drawn  from  boggs  in 
the  parishes  of  Branxton  and  Carham,  and  have  been  employed 
on  the  grass  lands  about  Wark  and  Learmouth  with  great  effect. 
Clayey  marles,  that  effervesce  in  nitrous  acid,  are  found  at  Ilder- 
ton,  Chillingham,  and  Westwood,  near  Hexham,  f  a  The  marine 
•weeds,  collected  from  rocks,  or  washed  ashore  by  heavy  seas,  are 
much  esteemed  along  the  coast ;  and  a  considerable  supply  of 
manure  is  also  annually  brought  as  ballast  from  London  in  the 
ships  employed  in  the  coal  trade. 

The  tyhes  of  this  county  have,  perhaps,  no  peculiar  feature. 
Out  of  the  seventy-three  parishes  contained  within  its  boundaries, 
only  thirteen  are  rectories ;  the  tythes  of  hay  and  corn  are  con- 
sequently in  the  hands  of  opulent  laymen,  a  cause  which,  more 
than  any  other,  operates  against  their  being  exchanged  for  a 
fair  equivalent. 

As  an  increase  both  of  knowledge  and  capital  has  of  late 
years  been  employed  in  agriculture,  the  rental  of  the  county  has 
rapidly  advanced.  In  1809  it  amounted  to  916,8571.  18s.  ll£d. 
The  annual  value  of  estates,  rise  from  the  smallest  sums  to  up- 
wards of  30,0001. — one  estate  is  said  to  be  more  than  80,0001. 
a  year.  In  some  of  the  mountainous  districts,  especially  towards 
the  sources  of  the  Tyne,  there  are  several  small  estates,  from 
thirty  to  three  hundred  a  year,  farmed  by  their  proprietors.  As 
most  of  these  have  been  handed  down  from  father  to  son,  through 
successions  of  several  generations,  strong  attachments  to  ancient 
methods  of  husbandry  have  descended  with  them,  and  new  im- 
provements have  been  slowly  countenanced.  The  farms,  in 
genera],  are  largest  in  Glendale  and  Bamborough  Wards.  "  In 
the  other  parts  of  the  county  they  are  from  fifty  to  three  hun- 
dred 
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dred  a  year ;  gome  tenants,  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  county, 
farm  from  20001.  to  40001.  a  year  and  upwards.  In  1804, 
dry  fertile  loams  let  for  fifty  to  fifty-five  shillings  per  acre ;  and 
and  rich  old  grazing  pastures  for  sixty  to  seventy  shillings  per 
acre,  tythe  free."  *  A  large  farm  in  the  parish  of  Carham  is 
now  let  for  twenty-one  years,  at  upwards  of  sixty  shillings  per 
acre.  The  whole  of  the  rents  are  paid  in  money,  and  four  or 
five  months  credit  usually  given  to  the  farmers. 

Great  attention  has  been  paid  to  rearing  stock  The  short- 
horned  cattle,  usually  called  the  Dutch  breed,  on  account  of 
their  rapid  growth,  become  favourites  among  the  graziers. 
u  They  are  now  sold  fat  to  the  butchers  at  three  years  and  a  half 
eld,  and  a  carcase  in  general  weighs  from  sixty  to  eighty  stone." 
The  Cheviot  sheep  are  a  very  beautiful  breed,  which  weigh,  when 
fat,  from  twelve  to  eighteen  pounds  a  quarter.  The  Heath  sheep, 
so  called  from  their  being  peculiarly  adapted  to  bleak  and  heathy 
mountains,  afford  a  fine  flavoured  mutton,  and  weigh  from  twelve 
to  sixteen  pounds  a  quarter.  The  long  xvooled  sheep,  a  breed 
greatly  improved  by  the  enterprizing  spirit  of  Mr.  Cully,  are  re- 
markable for  fatting  at  an  early  age.  They  are  frequently  called 
the  DUhly  breed,  and  were  first  introduced  into  this  country  in  the 
year  1766.  \  They  weigh  from  eighteen  to  twenty-six  pound  per 
quarter,  and  their  fleeces  average  seven  pound  and  a  half  a  piece. 

Since  the  year  1728,  upwards  of  134,000  acres  of  waste 
lands  have  been  divided  and  inclosed ;  and  though  there  are  still 
very  large  tracts  of  open  ground  in  the  sheep-walks,  very^  little 
of  it  is  common.  Most  of  the  moors  are  private  property,  di- 
vided by  oasts  of  heath,  ridges  of  hills,  or  by  streams.  These 
boundaries  of  property  are  called  marches*  The  tenure  is  mostly 
freehold.  "  There  are  some  small  parcels  of  copyhold ;  and  in 
those  districts  which  belong  to  the  county  of  Durham,  some 
leasehold  for  lives,  or  years,  held  under  the  church.  There  are 
also  two  or  three  manors  of  customary  tenure  towards  the  head 

of  South  Tyne."  t 
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The  peasantry  here,  have  been  supposed  to  be  still  under 
a  species  of  vassalage.  *  The  farmers  retain  few  servants  in 
their  houses :  their  labourers  are  called  hinds,  and,  like  their 
shepherds,  are  mostly  married  men  and  live  in  cottages  upon  the 
farms.  In  addition  to  their  annual  wages,  they  have  certain 
quantities  of  provisions  and  fuel  allowed,  them  at  stipulated 
prices.  They  have  also  the  privilege  of  keeping  two  cows,  or  re- 
ceiving three  pounds  a  year  in  lieu  of  each.  Their  condition  is 
much  better  than  that  of  small  farmers,  who,  in  addition  to  ex- 
treme hard  labour,  have  their  sleep  disturbed  by  rent-day 
dreams. 

Cah als. — Application  was  made  to  parliament  in  1709,  and 
leave  obtained  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  make  the  river  Tyne  naviga- 
ble from  Newburne  to  Hexham ;  but  the  corporation  of  New- 
castle opposed  the  measure,  as  likely  to  be  ruinous  to  their 
port,  f  Similar  projects  were  revived  in  1795,  but  they  aided 
with  no  better  success.  Though  the  ultimate  object  of  the  spe- 
culators on  this  occasion,  was  to  connect  the  eastern  and  wes- 
tern seas,  by  means  of  a  navigable  canal,  their  first  attention 
was  only  directed  up  the  Tyne  as  far  as  Haydon  bridge.  Five 
engineers  were  employed— Messrs.  Chapman,  Jessop,  Dodd, 
Sutcliffe,  and  Whitworth. 

Mr.  Chapman  proposed  to  carry  a  canal  on  the  north-side  of 
the  Tyne,  from  the  upper  part  of  Newcastle  to  Haydon  bridge, 
a  distance  of  thirty-one  miles  and  three  quarters,  on  one  level, 
and  to  connect  it  with  the  Tyne  at  its  east  end,  by  means  of  a 
staircase  of  locks.  The  rise  here  from  high-water,  at  neap  tides, 
to  the  level  of  the  canal,  would  have  been  about  two  hundred 
feet.  It  was  thought  that  the  final  out-let  of  it  would  be  best  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Stockbridge,  in  Pandon.  These  locks, 
and  "  the  projecting  steep  land,*9  near  the  church  of  St.  John- 
lee,  were  the  main  difficulties  he  had  to  contend  with.  Mr. 
Jessop  and  himself  decidedly  preferred  this  line,  and  calculated 
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the  expence  of  executing  it  at  129,4941,  The  total  expence 
of  extending  it  to  Maryport,  in  Cumberland,  they  thought 
would  not  exceed  855,0671 ;  and  would  bring  in  an  average 
rent  of  SO,OO0L  a  year.* 

Mr*  Dodd'f  plan  was  to  carry  a  canal  on  the  south-side  of  the 
Tyne,  from  Stella  to  Hexham ;  and  to  form  towing  patk$  of 
ballast  from  Stella  to  Newcastle,  by  the  river  side.  From 
Stella  "  I  propose,"  says  he,  "  a  rise  of  eight  feet  eight  inches 
at  each  lock,  twelve  of  which  will  carry  us  through  the  whole 
line  to  Hexham/9  The  expence  of  making  this  line  he  calcu- 
lated at  35,7181 10s.  2d.  and  its  annual  profit  at  9,9251. 15s.  2d.f 
In  Messrs.  Chapman  and  Jessop's  survey  of  this  line,  the  ex- 
pence  of  forming  a  canal  on  it  is  estimated  at  69,0811. 

Mr.  Sutdifie  agreed  with  Mr.  Dodd  in  commencing  the  canal 
at  Stella,  but  differed  widely  from  him  respecting  the  course  it 
should  take,  and  the  expence  of  finishing  it.  His  calculation 
of  its  cost  from  Stella  to  Hexham,  is  89,7951.  7s. ;  and  for 
making  it  complete  between  Newcastle  and  Haydon  Bridge, 
162,0591 14s.  6d.$ 

Mr.  Whhworth  was  requested  by  the  promoters  of  the  affair 
to  survey  both  lines,  and  candidly  to  report  to  which  he  gave 
the  preference.  His  words  are,  "the  line  upon  the  south-side 
has  certainly  very  much  the  advantage.  But  I  think  that 
neither  Mr.  Chapman's  nor  Mr.  Dodd's  is  eligible ;  indeed,  I 
think  they  are  scarcely  practicable.  Mr.  Sutdifie  has  set  down 
plenty  of  money  to  do  it  welL"$  Sutdifie  estimated  the  ex- 
pence of  a  canal  en  the  north  side  at  183,4501.  15s.  6d.  "  But 
he  is  rather  extravagant  in  his  ideas,  and  may  be  a  little  par- 
tial to  the  line  on  the  south  of  the  Tyne,  as  Mr.  Chapman  may 
be  to  that  on  the  north  of  the  river."|| 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Sheepwash,  published  "  Observations  on 

the 

+  Chip,  sad  Jetsepto  Reports.        t  Itodtft  Reports,  pp.  *8,  Si ,  48, 54. 

X  8atd.  First  Rep.  p.  45.    Second  Rep.  p.  65. 

*  WUt.  N.  Rep.  pp.  a>  9.  |  Whit.  ft.  Rep.  p.  14. 
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the  most  Advantageous  Line/9  which  he  contended  would  be  ob-* 
tained  by  proceeding  from  Barras  bridge  to  the  third  milestone, 
on  Newcastle  town-moor,  and  there  to  branch  eastward  to  North 
Shields,  and  northward  to  Prestwick.  From  Prestwick  he  re- 
commended the  line  to  proceed  by  Ponteland,  Stamfordham, 
Ryal,  Bingfield,  Chollerton,  over  North  Tyne  to  Humshaugh, 
till  it  join  the  branch  recommended  by  Mr.  Chapman  near  War- 
den. He  also  proposed  to  make  a  canal  from  Prestwick,  down 
the  Blythe  to  the  sea ;  and  from  Hartford  bridge  to  Morpeth, 
and  from  thence  by  the  Till  to  the  Tweed.* 

Mr.  Chapman's  north  side  plan  finally  met  with  the  largest 
patronage,  and  a  bill  was  brought  forward  in  parliament,  for 
authority  to  put  it  into  execution :  but  as  there  had  been  so 
much  difference  of  opinion  about  the  matter  amongst  the  engi- 
neers, and  petitions  against  it  were  presented  by  four  gentle- 
men, near  whose  family  seats  it  would  have  passed,  by  sixteen 
other  proprietors  of  land,  and  by  the  minister,  and  eighty-two 
inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  St.  Johnlee,  the  bill  was  withdrawn. 

After  a  repose  of  fifteen  years  Mr.  Dodd's  plan  was  revived 
in  1810.  Preparations  have,  been  again  made  for  approaching 
parliament  with  a  bill,  for  authority  to  make  a  canal  from  Stella 
to  Hexham ;  but  we  fear  the  commerce  of  the  country  is  still 
too  confined  to  allow  that  ample  and  vigorous  patronage,  which 
so  large  an  undertaking  demands.  Mr.  Dodd's  present  propo- 
sition is  Uy  raise  a  capital,  by  shares  of  one  hundred  pounds  each, 
•  of  106,0001.  The  greatest  possible  cost  he  estimates  at 
105,8001. ;  and  the  annual  produce  of  the  canal,  he  supposes, 
cannot  be  less  than  22,2671. 9s.  lOd. 

Rivers.— St.  Bede  is  the  first  author  that  mentions  the  river 
TYNE.f     The  origin  and  meaning  of  its  name  have  been  much  % 
disputed.     La  Tyne,  riviere  form&e  de  deux    rivieres — 7y, 
deux  ;  Tyn,  doble.    On  a  6tendu  par  abus  le  nom  Tine  a  cha- 

cune 
9  Tliomp.  Obser.  pp.  t  \  18,  &c.  t  Ecc.  Hist.  Smith's  Ed.  p.  183. 
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enne  de«  rivieres  qui  la  forment.*  "  The  two  Tynes  are  rivers 
of  the  GttadinL"f  Harrison  thinks  it  was  in  old  time  called  the 
Alan,  but  does  not  mention  Ins  authority 4 

The  South  Tyoe  riqes  behind  Cross-Fell,  and  in  its  course 
receives  the  Nent,  the  7ipp&l*  and  the  Allen.  The  North  Tyne 
commences  on  the  borders  of  Scotland,  and  receives  die  Reed 
below  Bellingliaqu  The  two  brandies  join  near  Nether  War- 
den, and  are  afterwards  augmented  by  the  Dill  or  Devils-beck, 
near  Corbridge,  by  the  Derwent  (which  rises  above  the  AbJ>ey 
of  Blanchland)  near  Lemmington,  and  by  several  smaller 
streams.  Jn  the  time  of  William  Rufus  it  was  proved  that  this 
river  had,  ab  qmni  tempore,  been  the  march  between  the  county 
of  Northumberland  and  the  bishopric  of  Durham ;  and  that  a 
moiety  of  it  belonged  to  each  county,  while  the  middle  of  it  was 
common  to  all  ships  and  boats.  Its  fisheries  are  mentioned 
under  the  reign  of  Henry  the  First,  and  were  long  celebrated 
for  the  excellence  of  tfoeir  salmon ;  so  late  as  the  year  1761.,  not 
less  than  two  ;hundred  and  sixty  were  caught  at  one  draught 
at  Newburne ;  and  in  1775,  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  were 
landed  atone  draught  at*be  Low  Lights,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  The  fisheries  are  now  nearly  destroyed,  a  circumstance 
to  be  attributed  entirely  to  the  locks  at  ByweH,  which  prevent 
the  salmon  passing  up  to  the  shallow  streams  in  the  breeding 
season. 

The  Convertatorship  of  the  Tyne  appears  to  have  been  invested 
in  the  corporation  of  Newcastle,  since  the  time  of  Edward  the 
Second,  though  repeated  commissions  .have  since  been  granted 
to  strengthen  that  power.  Their  jurisdiction  extends  to  high- 
water  mark  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  from  the  sea  to  Hedwin 
atreams,  above  Newburne,  which  distance  is  annually  surveyed, 
on  Ascension  Day,  by  the  mayor  and  river  jury,  in  their  barge*. 
The  spring  tides  rise  about  eighteen  feet  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  and  about  eleven  feet^pd  a  half  at  Newcastle. 

Vol.  XII.  D  Camdon 

•  Bolters  Mem.  rar  la  Lang  Celt.  Vol.1,  p.  $46. 
t  D«c.  of  England,  Pcef.  to  HoU.  Cbto*.  p.  15*.        *  Kic  £or.  tt. 
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Camden  thought  that  the  Tweed  was  the  Taum  estuarium  of 
Tacitus  ;*  and  Mr.  Horsley  says,  "  between  the  Humber  and 
the  Firth  of  Forth,  no  rivers  are  mentioned  by  Ptolomy  but  Ve-* 
dra  and  Alaunus.  The  latter  of  which  I  take  to  be  the  Tweed, 
into  which  river  Allon,  in  Scotland,  does  run ;  and  the  other  is 
most  probably  the  Tyne,  whose  situation  answers  exactly.'  ff 
The  names  of  British  rivers  have  great  affinity,  and  are  com- 
monly descriptive  of  the  colour  or  properties  of  their  waters. 
Derwent,  Allen,  &c.  from  the  frequency  of  their  occurrence* 
were  certainly  significant  epithets.  It  is  absurd  to  suppose  that 
either  of  these  rivers  lost  its  name  while  the  British  language 
was  spoken  by  the  people  that  inhabited  their  extensive  banks ; 
and  more  absurd  to  suppose  that  the  Saxons  should  change  their 
names  from  one  British  term  to  another.  This  river  rises  in 
Tweedale,  in  Scotland,  at  a  place  called  Tweed's  Cross,;):  "  out 
of  a  fkire  well  standing  in  the  mosse  of  an  hill  called  Airstane, 
or  Hairstane,"$  It  receives  the  Ettrick,  Leader,  and  Tiviot, 
in  its  progress  through  Scotland.  "  At  a  litle  broke,  cawlyd 
Ryden  Burne,  the  whiche  partithe  England  and  Scotland  by 
cste  and  west,  and  comithe  in  to  Twede,  the  great  streame  of 
Twede  towchithe  on  the  Englyshe  grownde  as  a  limes  betwene 
Scotland  and  it."  The  Till  is  the  last  stream  of  importance 
that  enters  it.  It  is  an  estuary  at  Norham,  about  seven  miles 
from  the  sea.  Its  banks  are  exceedingly  fertile,  and  it  may  with 
great  truth  be  styled4 — "  fair  river,  broad  and  deep." 

The  yearly  rental  of  the  salmon  fisheries  on  the  Tweed  is 
15,7661.  The  average  number  of  boxes  of  raw  salmon  sent  to 
London,  packed  in  ice,  in  the  years  1806  and  1807,  was 
8,445,  of  eight  stone  each,  which,  at  sixteen  pounds  per  stone, 
is  54,000  pounds.  If  there  be  added  the  value  of  what  is  kitted 
for  exportation,  and  what  is  sold  fresh  or  dried  in  the  neighbour* 
hood,  the  amount  cannot  be  less  than  60,000  pounds  a  year.  || 

If 
*  Brit.  Ed.  1590,  p.  656.  t  Brit.  Rom. 

$  Foller's  Hist,  of  Berw.  p.  419.        $  Lei.  quoted  by  Harrison,  p.  150. 
U  Bailey's  Sur.  of  Durh.  p.  47. 
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Iflocks  were  erected  here,  as  on  the  Tyne  and  other  rivers,  the 
supply  would  gradually  cease* 

'  The  Till  riseth  not  farre  from  the  head  of  Uswaie,  in  the 
Cheviot  Hilles,  where  it  is  called  Brennich%  whereof  the  king- 
dom of  Bernicia  did  some  time  take  the  name.*  It  keeps  the 
name  of  Bremish  till  it  has  passed  by  Woolen  The  Bovent, 
celebrated  for  its  beautiful  pebbles,  f  joins  the  Glen  near  Kirk-* 
newton;  and,  after  passing  through  Glendale,  by  Copeland 
Castle,  their  united  streams  join  the  Till.  This  river,  to  the  heads 
of  its  smallest  branches,  but  especially  between  the  Glen  and 
the  Tweed,  swarms  with  trout. 

Harrison  says,  "  the  Alne  is  a  pretie  riueret,  the  head 
whereof  riseth  in  the  hills  west  of  Alnham  towne,  and  is  called  by 
Ptolomie  Celnius.  Between  Ailmouth  and  Wooden  it  sweepeth 
into  the  ocean."  Richard  of  Cirencester  mentions  Alauna  at 
one  of  the  Ottadine  rivers ;  and  Alnham,  Hulne,  Alnwick,  Aln- 
mouth,  places  on  its  banks,  derive  their  names  from  it 

The  Coquet  rises  amongst  the  Cheviot  Hills.  "  For  a  certett 
space  of  miles  it  dividith  Cuquedale  and  Ridesdale/'j:  Near  Al* 
lenton  church  it  is  joined  by  the  Allen,  which  issues  out  of  Kid- 
land.  "The  Hoc,  as  I  think  it  is  called,  cometh  from  the 
woodland  and  hilly  soil,  by  Allington,  and  falleth  into  the  same, 
west  of  Parkend."  §  This  river  enters  the  sea  hear  Warkworth, 
where  there  is  a  fishery  for  salmon-trout  and  gilse.  By  a  re- 
cent alteration  of  its  channel,  it  seems  to  be  preparing  itself  for 
being  a  harbour  for  ships  of  light  tonnage*  Its  banks,  espe- 
cially from  Rothbury  to  the  sea,  are  well  wooded,  and  afford 
a  great  variety  of  interesting  landscape.  It  is  much  frequented 
by  anglers ;  and  its  sand-beds  have  been  celebrated  for  their 
beautiful  pebble-crystals,  pale  carnelians,  dhrysolithes,  and 
agates.  Bremenium,  Cocudena,  or  Coquedd,  and  Alauna,  occur 
together  in  Ravenna's  ChorOgraphy. 

The  Wans,  "a  praty  ryver,"  vulgarly  called  Wants-beck, 

D  2  rises 

*  Har.  Desc.  of  Eng.  p.  152.  t  Wallis,  1. 90. 

t  Lei.  I  tin.  Vol.  VII.  pt,  i,  fol.  73.  *  Har.  Dck.  of  Eog.  p.  1*1« 
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rises  near  Sweethope,  above  Kirkwhelpington.  At  Mitford  it 
meets  the  Font,  and  passing  through  the  fine  meadows  of  the 
valley  of  Newminster  and  the  old  woods  of  Bothal,  it  enters  the 
sea  at  Cambois.  The  tide  flows  up  it  to  the  bridge  of  Sheep* 
wash.  Dr.  Akenside  wrote  the  first  copy  of  his  Pleasures  of 
Imagination  at  Morpeth,  and  in  the  edition  of  that  poem,  in 
1770,  compliments  this  river  with  this  apostrophe  :— 

"  O,  ye  Northumbrian  shades,  which  overlook 
The  rocky  pavement  and  the  mossy  falls, 
Of  solitary  Wans-beck,  limpid  stream  ; 
How  gladly  I  recall  your  well-known  seats, 
Beloved  of  ©Id,  and  that  delightful  time 
When  all  alone,  for  many  a  summer's  day, 
I  wandered  through  yonr  calm  r  ceases,  led 
In  frilence,  by  some  powerfnl  hand  unseen.* 


NEWCASTLE  UPON  TYNE. 

The  proofs  that  Newcastle  was  a  Roman  station  are  conclusive. 
Coins  of  Trajan,  Hadrian,  Faustina,  Lucius  Verus,  and  Antoninus 
Pius,  were  found  in  the  piers  of  the  bridge  here,  after  it  was 
thrown  down  by  the  great  flood,  in  1771.*  In  digging  the 
foundations  of  the  new  county  court-house,  in  1810,  a  well  of 
Roman  masonary  was  discovered  on  the  edge  of  the  bank.  It 
is  near  the  centre  of  the  court-house.  To  raise  it  to  the  desired 
level,  a  very  strong  wall,  in  the  form  of  a  trapezium,  and  en- 
closing about  ten  square  yards,  had  been  constructed  on  frame* 
work,  of  beams  of  oak,  fixed  perpendicularly  and  horizontally 
into  the  river  bank,  and  filled  up,  within  and  without,  with 
clean  blue  clay.  The  beams  of  oak  were  remarkably  fresh,  and 
near  the  bottom  of  two  of  them,  that  were  placed  perpendicu- 
larly, stags  horns,  of  great  she  and  thickness,  were  found.  Be- 
.  tween  the  factitious  and  original  bank  was  a  thick  layer  of 
ferns,  grasses,  brambles,  and  twigs  of  birch  and  oak,  firmly 

matted 
*  Pennant*  North.  Tour.  III.  313.     Brand.  I.  38. 
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matted  together.  Near  the  north-east  corner  of  the  court- 
house were  found  two  Roman  altars,  one  bearing  an  illegible 
inscription,  the  other  plain.  There  were  also  large  quantities 
of  Roman  pottery,  two  copper  coins  of  Antoninus  Pius,  and  a 
part  of  the  shaft  of  a  Corinthian  pillar,  richly  fluted  and  of  ex- 
quisite workmanship.  Near  the  altars  too  were  found  a  small 
axe,  a  concave  stone,  bearing  marks  of  fire,  split,  and  with 
thin  flakes  of  lead  in  the  fissures ;  also  fragments  of  mill-stones, 
and  foundations  of  walls,  firm  and  impenetrable  as  the  hardest 
Vock.  With  one  of  these  walls  the  eastern  wall  of  the  late  Moot 
Hall  has  the  same  breadth,  bearing,  and  manner  of  building ; 
it  has  also  in  it  a  low  semicircular  door-way,  walled  up,  and 
the  outside  of  it  is  faced  with  tessellated  ashlar-work,  bearing 
every  mark  of  Roman  masonry. 

The  end  of  Hadrian's  Vallum  was  here,  and  the  bridge  and 
place  called  after  him,  Pons  JEtii,  or  the  iElian  Bridge.  He 
belonged  to  the  M\iw  family,  and  thence  was  named  JEllm 
Hadriftnus.  He  rebuilt  Jerusalem,  and  styled  it  -ffilia  Capito- 
lina ;  and  called  the  games  he  instituted  at  Pincum,  in  Maesia, 
JEMs.  Pincensia.  On  Solway  Firth,  at  the  other  extremity  of 
his  vallum,  were  stationed  the  first  cohort  of  JElian  marines ;  at 
Burdoswald  the  first  JEAmn  cohort  of  Dacians ;  and  at  Halton 
Chesters  the  Sabinian  wing,  named  so  from  Sabinia,  Hadrian's 
wife.  Two  coins  were  also  struck  in  his  reign,  to  commemorate 
the  building  of  two  bridges ;  one  of  which  had  seven,  the  other 
five  arches.  The  Pons  iElius  at  Rome  has  exactly  five  arches, 
and  for  that  with  seven  no  place  can  be  so  well  assigned  as  this.* 

'  The  Pict's  Wall,'  says  Grey,f  *  came  over  Neather  Deane 
bridge,  and  so  along  into  Pandon.'  Mr.  Horsley  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  east  wall  of  the  Roman  station  here  ran  at  right  angles 
from  this  wall,  through  St.  George's  porch  in  St.  Nicholas' 
church ;  that  each  side  of  the  station  measured  six  chains,  and 

D3  that 

*  Pirarrsi's  Collection;  and  Vaillant,  torn.  I.  p.  68.  quoted  by  Brand 
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that  the  vallum  of  Hadrian  was  its  southern  rampire.*  It  has , 
however,  been  found 'that  the  Pict's  Wall  passed  near  the  great 
west  door  of  St,  Nicholas*  church ;  and  the  recent  discoveries 
about  the  castle  prove  that  the  station  extended  as  far  as  the 
brink  of  the  river,  and  that  the  east  wall  of  the  late  Moot  Hall 
is  beyond  all  doubt  the  eastern  wall  of  the  station. 

From  the  desertion  of  Britain  by  the  Romans,  to  the  time  of 
the  Norman  Conquest,  there  is  no  certain  mention  of  this  place 
under  any  other  name  than  Monkchester,  and  under  that 
only  once.  "  In  the  year  1074,  three  monks,  providentially 
sent  out  of  the  province  of  Mercia  into  that  of  Northumber- 
land, came  to  York,  and  besought  Hugh,  the  son  of  Baldric, 
who  was  then  viscount,  to  give  them  a  guide  to  a  place  called 
Munkeceastre,  that  is,  the  City  of  the  Monks,  which  is  now 
called  Newcastle.  Being  conducted  to  this  place,  they  stayed 
at  it  for  a  time ;  but  when  they  could  find  there  no  vestiges  of 
the  ancient  church  of  Christ,  they  went  to  Jarrow,  then  retain- 
ing little  of  its  former  splendour,  and,  after  inspecting  its  nu- 
merous monastic  edifices,  and  half-ruined  churches,  they  began 
to  repair  it,  under  the  liberal  patronage  of  Walcher,  Bishop  of 
Durham.  The  name  of  the  oldest  was  Aldwin,  of  the  second 
Ealfwin,  and  of  the  third  RinfVid.  By  these  three  persons  the 
monasteries  of  Northumberland  w^re  restored."f 

♦*  The  town  of  Pampedon  is  very  antient.  I  find  of  the 
kings  of  Northumberland  that  had  a  house  in  it,  which  we  now 
call  Pandon  Hall."^  This  place  was  undoubtedly  coeval  with 
Monkchester.  It  was  in  the  manor  of  Byker,  and  the  inherit- 
ance of  Ladararia,  wife  of  Robert  de  Byker,  who  conceded  it 
to  the  crown  prior  to  1299 ;  in  which  year  Edward  the  First 
granted  it  to  the  town  of  Newcastle,  for  its  increase,  improve- 
ment, and  security.  About  this  time  Newcastle  began  to  be 
invested  with  walls;  and  on  the  north  side  of  Pandon  the  Roman 
wall  appears  to  have  been  repaired  for  that  purpose ;  for,  says 

Grey* 

*  Brit  Rom.  p.  133.  Warb.  Vail.  Rom.  p.  SO.       t  Sim.  Dun.  p.  206. 
t  Grey's  Chor. 
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Grey,  a  tower,  similar  to  those  of  the  Roman  wall,  remaineth 
whole  in  the  town-wall  in  Pampdon,  older  than  the  rest  of  the 
towers,  and  after  another  fashidh,  standing  out  of  the  wall.  *  As 
old  as  Pandon  Gate/  was  a  proverb  here,  in  Leland's  time.  A  ' 
curious  antique  signet  ring  was  found  near  Pandon  Hall  ;*  and 
Roman  goins  were  lately  taken  out  of  an  old  wall  near  Stock- 
bridge,  in  this  place. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  year  1080,  King  William  sent  his  son 
Robert  into  Scotland  against  Malcolm.  He  marched  as  far  as 
Egglesbreth,  but  finding  no  opposition,  he  returned,  and  in 
his  way  built  the  New  Castle  upon  Tyncf  Though  there  is 
some  difference  among  the  historians  concerning  the  precise 
date  of  the  building  of  this  castle,  it  is  generally  allowed  that  it 
was  done  by  Curthose,  at  the  command  of  his  father,  and  that 
it  was  erected  upon  the  site  of  some  ancient  fort,  which  caused 
it  to  be  called  the  New  Castle,  by  which  name  both  itself  and 
the  town  that  surrounds  it  have  ever  since  been  denominated. 
Fourteen  years  had  scarcely  elapsed  after  its  building,  till  Ru« 
fus  had  his  arms  to  employ  against  it ;  for,  in  the  memorable  re- 
volt of  Mowbray,  the  last  of  the  ancient  line  of  the  Earls  of 
Northumberland,  is  was  one  of  the  fortresses  seized  by  the  re- 
bels4  Many  of  the  most  powerful  adherents  of  the  earl  were 
taken  here  ;§  and  himself,  with  thirty  soldiers,  who  had  escaped 
from  Bamborough,  under  promise  of  assistance  from  the  garri- 
son of  Newcastle,  were  betrayed  and  seized  by  the  king. 

The  great  tower  was  repaired  by  Henry  the  Second,  at  the 
expence  of  125L  13s.  6d.  King  John  made  a  fosse  round  its 
walls,  and  strengthened  it  with  certain  new  works  on  the  brink 
of  the  river;  and,  as  appears  from  his  charter,  indemnified 
the  persons  whose  houses  stood  in  the  way  of  these  improve- 
ments, by  a  remittance  of  100  shillings  from  the  escheat  rents 
he  had  in  the  town.  The  crown  also,  in  1248,  expended 
5141. 15s.  lid.  in  building  a  new  gate;  and  two  years  after  laid 

D4  out 

*  Stukely's  It.  Bor.  p.  64         t  Sim.  Dun.  211. 
|  In  1174.  Braud  1. 146.  j  Bourne,  p.  117* 
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out  thirty-six  pouMd*  and  eighl^pence  m  repairing  another  gate* 
"  At  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Bannonkburn  the  castle  And  all  the 
edifices  about  it  were  in  good  repair ;"  but  in  the  course  at 
twenty-one  years  "  the  great  tower,  and  all  the  lesser  ones  of 
the  said  castle,  the  great  hall,  with  the  king's  chamber  adjoin* 
ing  it9  together  with  divers  other  chambers  below*  in  the 
queen's  mantle  and  the  buttry-cellar  and  pantry,  the  long** 
chapel  within  the  castle,  a  certain  house  beyond  the  gatey  which 
is  called  the  Checker  House,  with  the  bridges  within  and  with- 
out the  gate,  with  three  gates  and  one  postern,  are  3O0L  worse 
than  they  were.  They  say  also,  that  there  are  in  the  custody 
of  Roger  Manduit,  late  high-sheriff,  420  father  of  lead.  They 
toy  also,  that  it  was  thought  highly  necessary  that  the  Baron 
Heron,  of  Haddeston,  the  Baron  of  Walton,  Lord  Robert  of 
Clifford,  of  the  New  Place,  chief  lord  of  the  barony  of  Gaugie, 
the  lords  of  the  barony  of  and  Delviston,  that  the 

Lord  of  Werk  upon  Tweed,  the  lord  of  the  barony  of  Bolbeck, 
alias  Bywell,  the  Baron  of  Bothal,  and  lastly,  the  Baron  of 
Delaval,  should  build  each  of  them  a  house  within  the  liberties 
of  the  castle,  for  the  defence  of  it  The  house  of  the  Baron 
of  Werk  was  built  over  the  postern."* 

In  the  hall  of  this  castle  John  Baliol  did  homage  to  Edward 
the  First  for  the  crown  of  Scotland  ;f  and  David  Bruce  was  a 
prisoner  here  under  John  Copeland.J  Though  it  was  in  the 
possession  of  the  incorporated  company  of  taylors  from  the 
year  1605  to  1616,  yet  it  had  not  entirely  lost  its  ancient 
strength  under  their  auspices ;  for  by  a  few  repairs,  and  by 
planting  cannon  on  the  top  of  the  tower,  it  was  enabled,  under 
the  gallant  Sir  John  Marley,  then  mayor  of  Newcastle,  to 
hold  out  several  days  after  the  town  surrendered  to  the  Scot*, 
in  1644.  § 

Twelve 
•  Bourne,  p.  113.  t  Knighton,  p,  2469. 

t    Rymer,  Vol.  V.  p.  727. 
§  The  Scotch  army  gammoned  Newcastle  to  surrender  in  February, 
1644;    but  after  three  week?  frnitless  stay  it  crossed  the  Tyne  and 

marched 
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Twelve  of  the  ancient  borons  of  Northumberland  paid  castfc- 
goard  rests  and  cornage  to  this  castle.  These  payments  origi- 
nated in  the  tenures  of  their  estates,  which  were  granted  to 
them  by  the  Conqueror  and  other  tings,  on  the  condition  of 
their  performing  castfegoard  with  a  certain  number  of  men, 
for  some  specified  time.  When  these  services  became  unneces- 
sary they  were  commuted  for  annual  rents  ;*  which,  together 
with  the  tenure  by  knights'  service,  were  abolished  in  the 
time  of  Charles  the  Second. 

Alexander  Stevenson,  Esc},  a  page  of  the  king's  bed-chamber, 
in  1618,  obtained  a  lease  of  fifty  years,  at  forty  shillings  a  year, 
^  of  all  that  old  castle  of  the  town  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne, 
and  the  scyte  and  herbage  of  the  said  castle,  as  well  within  the 

walls 

marched  to  Sunderland.  Daring  this  attack,  Sandgate  and  the  other 
suburbs  were  set  on  fire  by  the  besieged.  The  combined  arniies  of  the 
Earl  of  Callender  aud  General  Levin,  however,  commenced  the  siege  in 
good  earnest  on  the  fourteenth  of  August,  in  the  same  year.  Calleoder** 
head  quarters  were  at  Usworth,  but  his  operations  carried  oh  in  Gates- 
head, and  Iris  attacks  opposed  from  a  battery  constructed  on  the  brow  of 
the  Castle  Garth,  and  afterwards  called  4be  Halfmoon  battery.  Levin  had 
his  station  at  Elswick,  the  colliers  of  which  place  and  of  Benwell,  with 
the  country  people,  to  the  number  of  9000,  were  employed  in  under- 
mining the  walls.  The  resistance  from  the  town  was  long  and  obstHute ; 
but  after  the  nrines  were  ready  for  exploding,  and  repeated  summons  to 
surrender  ware  proudly  refused,  on  the  nineteenth  of  October  the  be* 
siegers  opened  all  their  batteries,  and,  with  a  furious  and  general  assault, 
rushed  to  the  breaches,  upon  which  the  garrison  in  the  cattle  played  in- 
cessantly with  scattered  shot.  Though  the  loss  of  the  Scotch  was  great 
they  resolntety  advanced,  and  after  two  hoars  of  fierce  contention  upon 
the  breaches,  they  forced  their  first  entry  near  the  Close  Gate.  The  dis- 
pute cou  tinned  for  some  time  in  the  streets;  but  the  assailants  pouring  in 
on  all  sides,  they  soon  became  masters  of  the  wall*  and  the  town.  The 
mayor  and  a  few  of  his  associates  retreated  to  the  castle,  which,  with  an 
equal  share  of  obstinacy  and  gallantry,  they  defended  to  the  twenty-second 
of  October,  when  they  capitulated,  and  surrendered  themselves  prisoners 
of  war.  Bourne,  p.  S3*.  Rnshw.  Coll.  Pt.  Hi.  VoL  II.  p.  516.  Thur. 
fttte  Pap.  Vol.  I.  p.  4f ,  Arc. 

•  Grose's  Ant  pref.  p.  3. 
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walls  of  the  same  as  without.99  This  lease  fell,  by  purchase, 
into  the  hands  of  the  corporation*  When  they  petitioned  the 
lung  for  its  renewal  a  counter-petition  was  presented  by  the 
magistrates  of  Northumberland,  under  the  plea  that  a  grant  of 
it  would  be  more  proper  to  be  given  to  that  county  than  to 
Newcastle.  In  the  midst  of  the  dispute,  Lord  Gerrard  had 
access  to  the  king,  and,  on  August  third,  1664,  obtained  a  lease 
of  it  for  ninety-nine  years,  in  reversion,  determinable  on  three 
lives,  and  at  the  old  rent.  After  a  great  struggle,  and  at  the 
expence  of  six  hundred  pounds,  the  corporation,  in  1683, 
by  the  king's  warrant,  succeeded  in  their  object.  Lord  Ger- 
rard, then  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  however,  commenced  a  suit 
against  them,  which  concluded  in  an  abrogation  of  this  warrant, 
and  an  injunction  awarded  to  stay  the  proceedings  of  the  cor- 
poration against  the  earl  and  his  tenants.  For  a  fine  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and  an  annual  payment  of  one  hun- 
dred chaldron  of  coals  to  Chelsea  hospital,  a  fifty  years9  lease 
of  these  premises  was  granted,  July  the  second,  1736,  to 
George  Liddeil,  Esq.;  and  in  1777,  they  were  demised  from  the 
crown  to  Henry,  Lord  Ravensworth,  for  the  term  of  forty  years 
and  a  half,  from  July  thirteen,  1786,  on  the  same  terms  as 
they  had  been  enjoyed  by  Colonel  Liddeil.  They  were  sold  by 
the  Ravensworth  family,  in  1779,  to  J.  C.  Turner,  Esq. 

Henry  the  Fourth  made  Newcastle  a  county  of  itself;  and, 
though  his  charter  on  this  occasion  makes  no  reservation  of  the 
castle  to  the  county  of  Northumberland,  it  appears  to  have 
been  considered,  in  1447,  in  a  similar  situation  with  the  castles 
of  Chester,  Colchester,  Norwich,  Worcester,  and  the  Tower  of 
London,  independent  of  the  corporation  of  its  own  town.  By 
a  charter  of  the  thirty-first  of  Elizabeth,  on  account  of  this 
*'  old  and  ruined  castle  being99  a  refuge  for  wicked  and  disor- 
derly people  flying  from  the  justice  of  the  magistrates  of  New- 
castle, it  was  placed  under  their  jurisdiction  in  matters  of 
common  law,  and  in  this  situation  it  still  continues.  As  persons 
not  free  of  this  town  exercised  their  trades  within  its  precincts, 

many 
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many  attempts  were  made  by  the  corporation  to  detach  it 
wholly  from  the  county  of  Northumberland,  and  subject  it  to 
the  full  rigour  of  their  charters ;  but  in  this  they  never  suc- 
ceeded* 

Though  repairs  and  alterations,  occasioned  by  sieges,  changes 
in  modes  of  warfare,  and  common  decay,  have  robbed  this  edi- 
fice of  all  the  delicacy  of  its  infant  features,  it  is  still  strongly 
marked  with  the  character  of  Norman  architecture.  It  an- 
ciently consisted  of  a  square  tower,  and  other  necessary  build- 
ings, surrounded  by  an  outer  and  an  inner  wall ;  its  whole  site 
occupying  little  more  than  three  acres* 

Nothing  remains  of  the  outer  wall  but  the  main  entrance, 
called  the  Black  Gate,  a  postern  at  the  head  of  the  castle  stairs, 
and  certain  fragments  by  which  its  site  can  only  be  imperfectly 
traced.  It  had  two  other  posterns,  one  facing  the  side,  and 
the  other  opening  into  Bailey  Gate,  both  of  which  have  been 
destroyed.  The  Black  Gate  was  built,  as  we  have  seen,  in  the 
time  of  Henry  the  Third,  and  cost  upwards  of  5141.  Its  arch, 
extending  to  the  gloomy  length  of  thirty-six  feet,  is  low  and 
narrow,  and  flanked  by  two  lofty  circular  towers.  Besides  its 
iron  doors  it  had  two  portcullises,  and  a  draw-bridge  within  and 
without.  The  eastern  tower  is  still  very  perfect  towards  its  base ; 
but  the  rest  of  this  structure  is  either  shut-up  with  confused 
masses  of  building,  or  much  deformed  by  conversion  into 
dwelling-houses. 

The  inner  wall  extended  from  the  Black  Gate  around  the 
great  tower,  and  again  joined  the  outer  wall  north  of  Bailey 
Gate.  It  had  a  large  gateway  through  it  in  the  west,  and  two 
posterns,  walled  up,  in  the  south  side ;  all  of  which  were  pulled 
down  in  1811.  The  Great  Tower  is  about  eighty  feet  high, 
sixty-two  by  fifty-four  feet  square  on  the  outside,  and  its  walls 
nearly  fourteen  feet  thick.  The  great  door  on  the  east  is  ap- 
proached by  a  flight  of  steps  to  the  second  story :  this  door  and 
several  of  the  windows  have  been  tastefully  ornamented  with 
?ig*z*g  work.    In  the  sides  of  the  tower,  where  no  windows 

have 
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ftsve  interfered,  rooms  hare  been  gained  out  of  the  walls,  or  gal* 
feries  have  passed  from  one  side,  or  story,  to  another.  There  is 
no  appearance  of  fire-places  in  any  part  of  it,  bat  in  the  rooms  in 
the  walls.  The  dungeon,  time  out  of  mind,  has  been  used  as  the 
eounty  prison  for  Northumberland,  during  the  time  of  the  assizes. 
It  has  two  doors,  a  triple-grated  loop-hole,  and  measures  twenty- 
fire  feet  and  a  half  by  twenty  feet  three  quarters.  Its  arch  is 
sprung  from  a  hollow  pillar,  which  haB  conveyed  water  from  a 
well  in  the  south-east  corner  of  the  tower,  and  twenty-one  feet 
from  the  ground.  Adjoining  the  dungeon,  on  the  east  side,  is 
a  chapel  of  most  beautiful  and  exquisite  architecture;  am} 
above  it,  at  the  head  o^  the  outer  stairs,  is  a  small  room,  about 
thirteen  feet  by  twelve,  which,  from  its  style  of  building,  seems 
to  have  been  used  as  an  oratory.  A  very  bold  and  spacious 
circular  staircase  ascends  from  the  dungeon  to  the  top  of  the 
tower.  Above  the  dungeon  there  appears  to  have  been  fa* 
stories,  from  the  fourth  of  which  the  tower  has  been  raised 
from  its  original  to  its  present  height.  The  corporation  pur- 
chased this  building  in  1810,  and  intend  to  throw  an  arched 
roof  over  it,  and  to  pull  down  all  the  old  houses  built 
against  it. 

The  assizes  for  Northumberland,  prior  to  1644,  were  held  in 
the  Common  or  Moot  Hall,  "  within  the  inner  wall  of  the  Castle 
Garth."  *  The  building  lately  occupied  for  that  purpose  had 
been  the  chapel  of  the  garrison  before  the  castle  was  dis- 
mantled. Its  eastern  wall  was  of  strong  Roman  masonry; 
another  part  of  it  was  purely  Norman  ;  its  roof  was  supported 
with  two  rows  of  heavy  Gothic  arches ;  and  its  front  had  square 
windows,  with  stone  mull  ions  ;  and  the  arms  of  England  quar- 
tered with  those  of  Scotland  were  cut  in  a  stone  over  its 
entrance. 

The  design  for  the  New  Courts  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Stokoe, 
of  Newcastle,  architect,  and  is  now  executing  under  his  di- 
rection.   Their  foundation  stone  was  laid  by  Earl  Percy,  in 

July, 
•  Brand,  Vol.  I.  pp.  156, 158,  notes. 
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July,  1810,  at  which  time  his  father  the  Duke  of  Northum- 
berland, presented  the  county  with  three  thousand  pounds 
towards  expences  in  building  them.  Their  figure  is  a  double 
«b!ong  square,  forty-eight  yards  long,  and  twenty-four  wide. 
The  ground-floor  is  partly  below  the  surface,  and  consists  of 
cells  and  other  apartments  for  the  criminals  during  the  time  of 
the  assizes :  these  are  all  covered  with  strong  Roman  arches. 
Above  them,  in  the  centre  of  the  building,  is  an  entrance-hall, 
and  grand-jury  room,  on  each  side  of  which  are  the  courts, 
each  measuring  sixty  feet  by  thirty-five,  and  behind  them 
apartments  for  the  judges,  juries,  witnesses,  Arc.  Over  these 
are  offices  for  the  gaoler,  clerk  of  the  peace,  and  other  officers ; 
and  over  the  grand-jury  room,  an  apartment  for  the  council.  The 
north  elevation  has  a  Grecian  Doric  portico  of  four  pillars, 
where  is  the  door  to  the  common  hall  that  leads  to  the  courts 
and  grand-jury  room:  at  the  extremities  on  this  side  are  the 
entrances  for  the  public,  who  stand  on  rows  of  steps  rising  be- 
hind each  other.  The  south  elevation  is  taken  from  the  Par- 
thenon in  Athens,  having  a  Grecian  Doric  portico  of  six  pillars, 
each  five  feet  in  diameter,  and  twenty-eight  feet  high*  The 
foundations  are  laid  on  strong  clay,  and  constructed  of  very 
large  blocks  of  freestone.  The  whole  of  the  masonry  is  indeed 
of  a  very  superior  kind,  the  centre  of  the  walls  being  executed 
with  squared  ashlars,  and  their  outside  finely  polished. 

From  Harding's  Chronicle  and  the  charter  of  King  John,  it 
appears,  that  the  town  had  been  defended  with  walls  before 
the  time  of  Edward  the  First,  and  their  testimony  is  strength- 
ened by  the  remains  of  a  strong  barrier  of  earth  remaining  to 
this  day  behind  the  priory  of  the  Black  Friars. 

Leland,  and  a  manuscript  in  the  Cotton  Library,  cited  by 
Mr.  Brand,  assign  their  origin  to  the  following  circumstance : 
04  In  the  reign  of  Edward  the  First,  a  very  rich  citizen  of  New- 
castle was  carried  off  from  that  town  into  *  Scotland,  and  being 
at  last  rdnsomed,  he  began  to  enclose  Newcastle  with  a  very 
firm  wall;  and  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  following  his  example, 

he 
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lie  finished  th6  undertaking  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third;"* 
In  1280,  the  Black  Friars  obtained  royal  permission  to  have  a 
postern  through  the  *  new  wall9  which  passed  through  the  mid* 
die  of  their  garden ;  and  in  1307,  the  Carmelites  on  Wallknoll, 
got  a  grant  to  remove  to  the  house  of  the  order  of  the  Penance 
of  Jesus,  because  *  the  wall  newly  built'  passed  through  a  part 
of  their  premises.  A  s  soon  as  they  were  completed  the  town 
was  divided  into  twenty -four  wards,  according  to  the  number 
of  gates  and  round  towers  upon  them.  The  free  burgesses  at 
that  time  were  all  soldiers.  A  night  watch  of  one  hundred 
persons  was  constantly  traversing  these  bulwarks  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Fourth.  "  The  strength  and  magnificens  of  the 
waulling  of  this  towne  far  passith  all  the  waulles  of  the  cities  of 
England,  and  most  of  the  townes  of  Europa."f  They  are  said 
to  have  borne  a  striking  likeness  to  the  walls  of  Avignon.  We 
wonder  not  at  Leland's  admiration  of  this  place,  when  we  con- 
sider the  strength  and  beauty  of  the  castle,  the  fine  Gothic  ar- 
chitecture of  the  walls,  the  feudal  splendour  of  the  noblemen's 
houses,  the  number  and  beauty  of  the  monasteries  and  churches, 
and  the  wealth  of  the  corporation,  and  all  these  in  the  full  glory 
of  their  perfection.  The  whole  circumference  of  the  walls  is 
2740  yards.J  The  fosse  around  them  is  called  the  King's 
Dykes ;  it  was  sixty-six  feet  broad,  but  is  now  filled  up. 

These  walls  had  seven  tremendous  gates,  and  seventeen  round 
toxicers  ;  u  between  every  one  of  which  were,  for  the  most  part, 
two  watch  towers,  made  square  with  the  effigies  of  men  cut  in 
stone  upon  the  tops  of  them,  as  though  they  were  watching."} 
The  names  of  the  gates  were  in  order  as  follows :— Close  Gate, 
Postern  Gate,  West  Gate,  New  Gate,  Pilgrim-street  Gate,  Paa- 
don  Gate,  and  Sand  Gate.  There  was  also  a  gate  in  Carpenter's 
Tower,  another  at  the  north  end  of  the  Tyne  bridge,  and 
several  posterns  and  water  gates.  None  of  them  remain  at 
present  but  West  Gate  and  New  Gate.    Leland  calls  the  West 

Gate 

•  Cot.  MS.  translated.    Lei.  It.  Vol.  V.  fol.  103.         t  Ik  f.  104. 
t  Hutton's  plan.  $  Bourne,  p.  17. 
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Gate  "  a  mightie  strong  thinge  of  four  wards  and  an  iron  gate." 
It  is  said  to  have  been  built  by  the  munificent  Roger  Thornton, 
"  who  at  the  fyrst  was  very  poore,  and,  as  the  people  report, 
was  a  pedlar ;  and  of  him  to  this  day  they  reherse  this  ryme  :— 

In  the  Westgatc  came  Thornton  in, 
With  a  happen  hapt  in  a  ram's  ftkyim."* 

A  part  of  it  has  been  pulled  down,  and  the  rest  is  under  sen- 
tence to  suffer  as  soon  as  the  company,  who  have  their  hall 
above  it,  can  be  accommodated  with  a  new  situation.  New  Gate 
is  used  as  the  town's  prison. 

In  our  account  of  the  station  Pons  ^Elii,  we  have  hinted  that 
Newcastle  bridge  was  built  by  Hadrian.  Several  of  the  piers 
of  the  old  bridge  were  so  strong  that  they  could  not  be 
taken  down  without  the  aid  of  gunpowder.  They  had  been 
built,  as  Mr.  Pennant  observes,  f  without  springs  for  arches,  a 
manner  of  building  used  by  the  Romans :  witness  the  bridge 
built  over  the  Danube  at  Severin.  This  mode  of  building  wa* 
well  calculated  for  expedition.  After  projections  of  stone  had 
been  made  over  the  piers  as  far  as  was  consistent  with  strength, 
the  remaining  space  was  traversed  with  beams  of  timber  and 
paved  upon.  In  one  of  these  piers  a  parchment  was  discovered, 
with  old  characters  upon  it  very  fresh ;  but  on  being  exposed 
to  the  air  they  disappeared,  and  the  parchment  mouldered 
away.  Brand  and  Pennant  have  mentioned  several  Roman 
coins  that  were  found  in  them,  to  which  may  be  added,  one  in- 
scribed round  the  head,  IMP.  CAE.  NERVAE  TRAIANO. 
A  VG.  GER.  DAC.  P.  M.  TR.  P.  COS.  V.  P.P. ;  and  another, 
ANTONINVS  AVG.  PIVS  P.  P.  TR.  P.  COS.  IIII. 

A  bridge  existed  here  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  Second :  it 
was  burnt  down  in  1248.  After  this,  lands  were  granted  to  ba 
held  by  the  payment  of  one  plank  annually  to  Tyne  bridge.  A 
great  flood  swept  a  part  of  it  away,  in  1339,  which  occasioned 
120  persons  to  be  drowned.     Grey  says  it  had  many  houses 

and 
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and  shops,  and  three  towers  upon  it ;  "  one  tower  on  the  aoutji 
side,  the  aeoond  in  the  middle,  and  the  tliird  in  Newcastle 
aide,  Jately  built  upon  an  arch  in  the  badge*  used  for  a  maga- 
zine for  the  tawne."*  In  177Q,  Bishop  Trevor  repaired  with 
•tone  one  of  die  south  arches,  which  had  anciently  been  a 
draw-bridge,  and  was  at  that  time  constructed  of  large  beams 
of  timber  covered  with  planks  and  paved  upon.  The  arches  of 
this  bridge  were  some  of  them  Gothic  and  others  scheme  arches; 
they  had  no  regular  decrease  from  the  middle  to  the  ends  ;  and 
the  passage  over  them  was  very  narrow  and  crowded  with 
houses.f 

On  Saturday,  September  seventeen,  1771,  a  deluge  of  rain  fell 
in  the  western  mountains.  The  Tyne  suddenly  overflowed  its 
banks,  and  marked  its  progress  with  most  terrible  devastation.  It 
began  to  rise  at  Newcastle  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  night, 
and  at  seven  in  the  morning  was  at  its  height.  At  tliree 
o'clock  the  arches  of  this  bridge  were  filled  tip,  and,  about 
four,  three  of  them  on  the  Gateshead  side  were  forced  down, 
and  seven  persons  were  drowned.  Above  the  bridge  the  river 
was  seven  feet  four  inches  higher  than  it  usually  is  at  good 
spring  tides  ;  but  at  Shields,  though  great  damage  was  done  to 
the  shipping  there,  the  sea  being  kept  at  a  low  level  by  the 
neap  tides,  this  flood  did  not  exceed  the  common  height  of 
spring  tides.  A  vessel  took  up  at  sea,  near  Tinmouth,  a  wooden 
cradle,  with  a  child  in  it,  which  was  alive  and  well !  Three 
ships  were  stranded  on  Newcastle  quay. 

The  new  bridge  is  three  hundred  feet  long,  has  nine  arches, 
and  cost  upwards  of  thirty  thousand  pounds.  The  architects 
consulted  in  building  it  were  Messrs.  Smeaton,  Wooler,  and 
Mylne,  the  first  of  whom  built  the  Eddystone  light-house, 
and  the  last  the  bridge  at  Blackfriars,  London.  It  was  finished 
in  1781.  But  as  it  was  unfortunately  built  too  narrow,  its 
width  has  since  that  time  been  extended  to  twenty-four  feet, 
by  an  ingenious  contrivance  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  architect.    He 

constructed 
•  Cborog.  p.  9.  t  Hutton's  plan. 
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constructed  his  additional  width  to  the  archesV  on  each  side, 
upon  the  buttress**  of  the  piers,  and  cramped  them  to  the 
former  work  with  huge  bars  of  iron,  reaching  from  one  side  to 
the  other*  It  is  at  present  a  structure  of  great  strength,  conve- 
nience, and  beauty* 

On  the  revival  of  the  monastic  life  in  the*?  parts,  Newcastle 
soon  became  famous,  for  its  convents.  There  was  a  Benedic- 
tine nunnery  here  so  early  as  1086,  in  which,  according  to 
Fordtin,  after  Malcolm  and  his  son  were  sh^in  before  the  castle 
of  Alnwick,  Ages,  the  mother  of  the  Queen  of  Scotland,  and 
Christiana,  her  sister,  took  the  veil. 

While  some  of  the  Scotch  historians  assign  the  origin  of  the 
Nunnery  of  St.  Bartholomew  to  David,  King  of  Scotland, 
Speed  contends  that  it  was  founded  by  Henry  the  Second,  and 
an  authority  in  the  Bodlean  Library  ascribes  it  to  a  Baron  de 
Hilton.*  In  the  time  of  Bishop  Hatfield  it  was  miserably  poor, 
both  in  money  and  morals,  on  which  account  it  was  put  under 
the  direction  of  the  priest  of  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas.  It 
resigned  on  the  third  of  January,  1540,  when  its  annual  value 
was  371.  4e*  2d.f  It  was  situated  in  the  field  behind  die  Nun 
Gate,  about  which  some  remains  of  it  may  still  be  traced. 

The  house  of  the  Black  Friars  was  founded  about  A.  D. 
1251,  by  Sir  Peter  Scott,' die  first  mayor  of  Newcastle,  and 
his  son,  Sir  Nicholas,  who  had  been  three  times  a  bailiff  of  the 
town.  It  was  in  the  church  of  this  house  that  Edward  Baliol 
did  homage  to.  Edward  the  Third,  X  and  alienated  to  him  the 
five  Scottish  counties  next  adjoining  to  the  borders  of  England. 
At  the  dissolution  this  house  consisted  of  a  prior  and  twelve 
friars,  and  had  a  yearly  income  of  21.  19s>  4d.  It  was  granted 
to  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  Newcastle,  and  by  them,  in 

Vol.XBL  E  1552, 

•  Brand,  I.  SO*.  t  Stev.  Cant,  of  Dsg.  Mod.  Vol.  II.  p.  *5. 
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1552,  to  nine  of  the  mysteries,  or  ancient  trades  of  the  tows, 
seven  of  whom  have  their  halls  in  it  to  this  day.  Enough  of  it 
remains  to  give  a  sufficient  idea  of  its  original  state. 

The  priory  of  Augustine  Friars  is  supposed  to  have  been 
founded  by  William  Lord  Ross,  Baron  of  Wark  upon  Tweed, 
sometime  before  the  year  1291.  Margaret,  the  eldest  daughter 
of  Henry  the  Seventh,  being  affianced  to  the  King  of  Scotland, 
and  on  her  way  thither  "  was  brought  and  conveyed  to  the 
Freres  Austyns,  where  she  was  lodged,  and  honnestly  re- 
ceived  by  those  revested  with  the  crosse."#  "  The  kings  of 
England  kept  house  in  it  when  they  came  with  an  army  royall 
against  Scotland ;  and  since  the  suppression  of  the  monasteries, 
made  a  magazine  and  storehouse  for  the  north  parts.  Now  of 
late  that  princely  fabrick  is  demolished,  and  laid  level  with  the 
ground." f  It  was  surrendered  on  the  ninth  of  January,  1539, 
when  it  consisted  of  a  prior,  seven  brethren,  and  three  novices. 
A  few  door-ways  and  x>ld  walls  of  it  may  still  be  seen  in  the 
workhouse  for  All-Saints9  parish ;  and  its  whole  site  is  occupied 
by  hospitals,  schools,  and  other  public  buildings.  Some  re- 
mains of  it  are  still  visible  in  the  general  hospital  or  workhouse 
of  the  town. 

The  priory  of  the  Franciscans,  or  Grey  Friars,  owed  its 
foundation  to  the  Carliols,  a  family  of  wealthy  merchants,  be- 
fore the  year  1300.  The  English  province  had  seven  custo- 
dies of  this  order,  whereof  the  custody  of  Newcastle,  containing 
nine  convents,  was  one.  At  the  dissolution  this  house  con- 
sisted of  a  prior,  eight  friars,  and  two  novices.  "  It  was  a 
very  fair  thing,  and  was  granted,  in  the  thirty-sixth  of  King 
Henry  the  Eighth,  to  the  Earl  of  Essex  and  James  Rockby."  J 

Hugh  of  Newcastle  flourished  in  this  convent ;  and  the  cele- 
brated Duns  Scottis  took  the  order  of  St.  Francis  here,  as  did 
also  Friar  Martin,  of  Alnwick.  Hugh  was  a  zealous  defender 
of  Scotus  against  Aquinas,  and  one  of  the  fourteen  about  his 
toBib*$     Martin  acquired  notable  knowledge  in  philosophy  and 

i   divinity 
•  Brand,  II.  43$.       t  Grey's  Chor.  15.        *  Tan.  Not.        $  Bale. 
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divinity  at  Oxford.  He  resided  chiefly  in  this  monastery,  and 
died  and  was  buried  in  it.  The  houses  of  this  order,  in  the 
wardenship  erf  Newcastle,  were  Dundee,  Dumfries,  Hadding- 
ton, Berwick,  Roxburgh,  Richmond,  in  Yorkshire,  Carlisle, 
Hartlepool,  Newcastle.* 

The  Carmelites  had  their  first  house  in  this  town  on  Wall 
Knoll,  from  which  they  removed  in  1307,  on  the  plea  of  en- 
croachment made  upon  their  premises  by  the  new  wall  of  the 
town.  They  obtained,  on  this  occasion,  a  grant  from  Edward 
the  Third,  of  the  house  of  the  Friars  of  the  Penance  of  Jesusf\ 
on  condition  that  they  supported  Walter  de  Carlton,  the  only 
surviving  brother  of  that  order,  as  became  his  rank,  and  for 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  This  house  was  at  the  foot  of  West- 
gate  Street.  John  Dynley,  born  of  a  good  family  in  Newcastle, 
and  a  learned  writer,  flourished  in  it  about  the  year  1450.  At 
the  suppression  there  were  in  it  a  prior,  seven  brethren,  and 
two  novices ;  and  it  was  then  valued  at  91. 1  Is.  4<L  Its  church 
was  dedicated  to  St.  Maxy.  The  whole  of  its  premises  were 
granted;  in  1546,  to  Sir  Richard  Gresham  and  Richai*  B0- 
lingford.  Some  remains  of  windows  and  arched  door-ways 
may  still  be  seen  in  the  houses  erected  on  its  site. 

The  Hospital  of  the  Trinitarians,  on  Wall  Knoll,  was 
founded  by  William  de  Acton*  a  burgess  of  Newcastle,  in 
1361.  He  purchased  the  situation  of  the  White  Friars,  who 
bad  deserted  it  for  several  years.  The  revenues  of  this  society 
were  divided  into  three  portions,  one  of  which  was  appro* 
priated  to  their  own  use,  another  given  to  the  poor,  and  the 
third  expended  in  the  liberation  of  Christians  in  captivity 
amongst  infidels.  They  were  visited  by  the  master  of  St.  Ro- 
bert's, at  Knaresborough,  every  year,  on  Trimly  Sunday,  on 
which  occasion  they  were  bound  to  present  him  with  a  horse- 
load  offish;  foiling  him,  the  mayor  and  bailifis  of  Newcastle 

E  2  were 
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were  their  visitors.  According  to  their  foundation  charter, 
they  were  bound  "  to  hare  ready,  at  all  tiroes,  three  compe- 
tent beds  for  the  use  of  strangers  resorting  to  their  heme."* 
The  possessions  of  this  house  were  granted  to  Sir.  R.  Gretham 
and  R.  Billingford,  Gent,  in  1546 ;  and  thirty-six  years  after 
Chey  were  conveyed  to  the  corporation  of  Newcastle,  in  whose 
possession  they  have  continued  ever  since. 

The  Hospital  of  St.  Mary,  in  Westgate  Street,  was  founded 
in  Henry  the  Second's  time,  by  Aselack,  of  KQlinghowe,  on  a 
parcel  of  his  own  ground,  for  two  friars  regular,  and  a  chaplain, 
to  serve  God  and  the  poor.  Provision  was  also  made  in  it  for 
the  entertainment  of  poor  clergymen  and  strangers  that  were 
travelling.  {•  It  appears  to  have  been  a  cell  to  the  nunnery  of 
St.  Bartholomew,  and  to  have  had  a  second  foundation,  by  a 
charter  of  Richard  the  First,  at  which  time  its  first  founder 
was*  alive. 

An  authority,]:  dated  A.  D.  1546,  reports  it  to  have  been 
{bunded  for  a  master  to  be  continually  resident,  for  a  chaplain 
to  say  divine  service,  for  six  'bedefblks'  in  the  alma-house, 
and  to  lodge  poor  and  buy-faring  people,  and  to  bury  such  as 
fortuned  to  die  there.  Nine  chaldron  of  coals  were  also  to  be 
distributed  among  poor  people,  and  ten  shillings  to  be  given 
yearly  among  the  bedefolks  'which  order  is  not  observed  at 
present*— Clear  yearly  value,  twenty-nine  pounds  nine  shillings 
and  fburpence.  Dr.  Davel  was  master  at  that  time,  but  not  re- 
sident; and  a  priest,  who  kept  die  house  and  orchards,  and  had 
five  pounds  yearly,  was  the  only  one  *  in  hospitalite'  at  it*  Dr* 
Davel  supplied  Leland  with  considerable  information  respecting 
this  town  and  its  neighbourhood. 

Though  this  house  came  under  the  statute  for  the  dissolution 
of  religious  hooses,  the  community  of  Newcastle  continued  to 
present  a  master  to  die  Bishop  ofDurham,  and  its  revenues  were 
enjoyed,  till  the  time  of  James  the  First,  who,  in  consequence 

of 
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•f  the  old  charter  being  lest,  granted  a  new  one  in  1611.  This 
charier  decseed,  that  it  should  consist  of  a  master,  and  six  un? 
married  poor  old  men,  constituting  together  a  body  politic  in 
law,  and  having  a  common  see). 

As  the  mayor  and  officers  of  the  town,  had,  by  very  ancient 
usage,  been  chosen  in  this  hospital,  the  chancel  o£  its  church 
was  converted  into  the  corporation's  election  room,  soon  after 
the  year  1585.  When  the  grammar-school  of  Newcastle  was 
incorporated  by  Elizabeth,  it  was  removed  from  a  building  on 
the  north  side  of  St.  Nicholas'  churchyard  to  the  hospital  of  St. 
S^ary,  in  West  Gate,  the  premises  of  which  continue  to  this  day  to 
be  occupied  by  this  seminary  of  learning  and  its  different  masters. 

The  hospital  of  St  Mary  Magdalen,  stood  between  Vine 
Lane  and  Bams  bridge,  where  many  vestiges  of  it  remain,  it 
was  founded  by  Henry  the  First,  for  a  master,  brethren,  and 
sisters,  who  were  to  receive  persons  afflicted  with  the  leprosy. 
"  It  was  founded  by  reporte,  to  th'  entent  ther  ahoulde  be  a 
master,  bretherne,  and  systers,  to  receyve  all  suche  leprose 
folks  as  should  fortune  to  be  diseased  of  that  kynde  of  sickness, 
and  syns  that  kind  of  sickeness  is  abated,  it  is  used  for  the 
comforte  and  helpe  of  the  poore  folks  of  the  towne  that 
chaunceth  to  fall  svelte  in  time  of  pestilence.* — Yerely  valew, 
nine  pounds  eleven  shillings  and  fourpence/'f    According  to 

E  3  Bourne, 

*  w  In  1717,  Newcastle  appears  to  have  been  visited  by  a  greivons 
tasftiae  aad  mortality,  insomuch,  says  Bourne,  that  the  quick  could 
hardly  bnry  the  deed ;  and  a  great  conniption  of  cattle  and  grass.  Some 
ate  the  flesh  of  their  own  children;  and  thieves,  in  prison,  devoured  those 
that  were  newly  brought  in,  and  greedily  ate  them  half  ali?e."  The  plague 
also  raged  here  in  16*25 ;  but  its  effects  were  moderate  at  that  time,  com- 
pared with  the  merciless  desolation  it  made  in  1636.  From  May  the 
seventh*  in  mat  year,  to  December  the  thirty-first,  5037  persons  died  m 
this  town,  of  this  <  tremendous  visitation.'  It  came  from  Holland,  awl 
siwead  from  North  Shields  to  Newcastle.  Jeaamsoifs  Newc  Call.  *c 
pp.  f ,  196.  &c 
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Bourne,  « fourteen  persons  within  the  house  were  allowed 
a  room,  coals,  and  eight  shillings  per  month;  and  fifteen  with- 
out, some  eight  shillings  per  month,  some  five  shiHmgs,  and 
some  two  shillings  and  sixpence.9* 

King  James*  in  1611,  incorporated  this  hospital  with  the 
chapel  of  St.  Thomas  &  Becket,  on  l^ne-bridge,  when  it  waa 
decreed  that  they  should  in  future  consist  of  a  master  and 
three  poor  and  aged  unmarried  burgesses  of  Newcastle;  that 
the  master  should  receive  one  third  of  their  revenues  and  the 
remainder  be  divided  amongst  the  brethren;  and  that  the  mayor 
and  common  council  should  be  patrons. 

The  Maison  de  Dieu,  is  the  only  public  building  marked 
upon  Sandhill,  in  Speed's  plan  of  Newcastle.  It  was  founded 
by  Roger  Thornton,  in  1403,  for  one  chaplain,  who  should 
also  be  warden,  nine  poor  men  and  four  women,  under  the 
name  of  the  hospital  of  St  Catharine,  called  Thomtori's  hospitaif 
The  son  of  its  founder  granted  the  use  of  its  hall  and  kitchen 
"  for  a  young  couple  when  they  were  married,  to  make  their  wed- 
ding dinner  in,  and  receive  the  gifts  and  offerings  of  their  friends, 
for  at  that  time  houses  were  not  large."  Its  clear  yearly  value, 
in  15S5,  was  eight  pounds  one  penny.  Sir  Richard  Lumley, 
one  of  the  Thornton  family,  by  the  female  line,  conveyed  it  to 
the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  Newcastle,  June  the  first,  1624.  It 
is  occupied  as  a  warehouse. 

On  the  authority  of  Fordun,  and  other  Scottish  historians,  it 
is  believed  that  a  monastery  for  Premonstratensians  was  founded 
here,  by  David,  King  of  Scotland.  This  order  had  lands  at 
Fenham;  and  an  ancient-looking  house  in  Grindon  Chare, 
traditionally  called  the  chapel  of  St.  John,  and  strongly  built 
of  stone,  and  vaulted ;  it  is  supposed  to  have  been  their  con- 
vent. There  was  also  a  chapel  below  the  Ouseburn,  in  the 
parish  of  All-Saints,  dedicated  to  St.  Lawrence,  and  founded 
by  one  of  the  Percys,  which  is  said  to  have  been  dependent 

on 
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on  the  priory  of  Su  John  of  Jerusalem.    This  chapel  and  its 
possessions  were  granted,  in  154*9)  to  the  corporation. 

A  grant  was  also  obtained*  in. 1364,  for  founding  here  a  fra- 
ternity in  honour  of  the  nativity  and  resurrection  of  our  Lord ; 
-but  it  was  repealed  in  the  following  year*  Authority,  too,  was 
given,  in  1404,  for  founding  a  guild,  or  fraternity,  in  honour  of 
St.  John  the  Baptist  and  St.  John  the  Apostle ;  but  its  history 
is  very  obscure* 

Near  Barras  bridge,  there  are  remains  of  a  chapel,  dedicated 
to  St.  James,  and  supposed  to  have  had  connection  with  *  the 
laaer-diouse  neighe  adjoining/  One  of  the  Earls  of  Northum* 
berland  founded  a  chapel  in  honour  of  St.  Lawrence,  some 
part  of  the  ruins  of  which,  may  still  be  seen  on  St.  Lawrence's 
quay.  It  was  valued  at  sixty  shillings  a  year,  and  granted  to 
the  corporation  by  Edward  the  Sixth.  There  was  also,  before 
the  dissolution,  a  chapel,  or  oratory,  in  one  of  the  towers  of 
Newcastle  bridge ;  and  in  another  part  of  it  a  hermitage,  te- 
nanted by  a  recluse,  who  was  one  of  the  thirty  priests  to 
whom  Roger  Thornton,  by  will,  gave  six  marks  a  year,  for 
singing  masses  for  his  soul. 

Newcastle  is  supposed  to  have  anciently  been  contained  within 
the  parish  of  Gosforth*  At  present  the  churches  and  chapels 
within  it,  as  well  as  the  chapels  of  Gosforth  and  Cramlington, 
are  subject  to  the  mother  church  of  St.  Nicholas.  The  respec- 
tive limits  of  the  four  parishes,  into  which  the  town  is  divided, 
were  marked  out  in  1220 :  in  1801,  they  contained  3276  houses, 
and  28,924  inhabitants;  and  in  181 1,  there  were,  in  the  same  dis- 
trict, 3146  houses,  inhabited  by  6461  families,  and  27*587  persons. 

The  church  of  St.  Nicholas  was  founded  by  St.  Osmund, 
Bishop  of  Salisbury,  in  the  time  of  the  Conqueror.  Henry  the 
First  granted  it  to  the  canons  of  St  Mary,  Carlisle ;  and  Hugh 
Pudsey  confirmed  the  grant,  reserving  all  fruits,  oblations,  &c. 
except  the  great  tythes,  to  the  vicar.  It  was  burnt  down  in 
1216.  Its  revenues  in  1296,  amounted  to  105L  lis.  8d.;  of 
which  38L  13s.  4d*  was  paid  to  its  rector,  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle ; 
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the  like  aum  to  the  prior  of  Carlisle,  Si.  to  the  prior  of  Tyne- 
mouth,  and  201.  5s.  to  its  vicar,  who  had  to  deduct  from  hk 
portion  a  pension  of  thirteen  narks  to  his  rector.  The  struc- 
ture, as  it  stands  at  present,  is  supposed  to  have  beefa  raised  in 
1359.  On  the  Suppression  of  the  priory,  and  the  creation  of 
the  dean  and  chapter  of  Carlisle,  by  Henry  the  Eighth,  a 
moiety  of  the  rectory  of  Newcastle  was.  given  to  that  institution. 
The  furniture  of  this  church  being  in  exceeding  bad  repair  a 
large  sum  was  raised  by  voluntary  contribution,  in  1783,  to  de- 
fray the  expence  of  fitting  up  the  chancel  with  pews.  This 
alteration  was  necessary ;  but  as  Mr.  Brand  observes,  die  anti- 
quary must  for  ever  lament  the  havoc  made  on  this  occasion 
among  the  funeral  monuments.  The  porch  of  St.  Mary  is  hand- 
somely fitted  up  with  oak  stalls,  and  till  lately  was  used  at  ma- 
tins. St.  George's  porch,  in  which  the  festival  of  that  saint  was 
celebrated,  in  1617,  was  repaired  about  a  century  ago  by  the 
corporation.  There  were  nine  or  ten  oratories  here,  the  united 
revenues  of  which,  at  the  dissolution,  were  valued  at  481.  4s.  6d. 
a  year.  The  assizes  lor  Northumberland  were  held  here  in  1810 
and  1811. 

Hie  steeple  of  this  church  is  very  lofty,  and  its  top,  which  is 
butk  in  the  form  of  an  imperial  crown,  is  a  work  of  admirable 
lightness  and  elegance.  Its  arches  and  knotted  pinnacles  in 
every  direction  are  thrown  into  lines  of  great  delicacy ;  and,  at 
four  points  of  view,  the  light  through  its  centre  assumes  the  form 
.of  a  well-proportioned  wheat-sheaf.  This  part  is  supsMsed  to  have 
been  added  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  Sixth;  but  its  history  is 
very  obscure.  There  is  a  tradition,  that  during  the  siege  in 
1644,  the  Scottish  general  threatened  to  demolish  this  steeple, 
unless  the  keys  of  the  town  were  immediately  surrendered. 
The  mayor  ordered  the  chief  of  the  Scotch  prisoners  in  the 
town  to  be  taken  to  the  top  of  it,  and  then  replied,  "  our  ene- 
mies shall  either  preserve  it  or  be  buried  in  its  ruins.99  This 
answer  had  the  desired  effect. 

John  Cousins,  an  alderman  of    Newcastle,  in    1661,  be- 
queathed 
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^neathed  sixty  folios  and  forty  quartos  to  the  library  of  this 
church.  In  a  roon  called  the  old  library  there  are  several 
chained  books,  covered  with  dust,  and  in  wretched  repair; 
amongst  which  is  the  bible  of  Hexham  abbey,  beautifully  Slur 
urinated,  and  upwards  of  600  years  old,  with  a  few  other  manu- 
scripts. In  1763,  Walter  Blackett,  Esq.  built  a  library  against 
the  south  wall  of  the  chancel,  to  contain  the  books  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Tomlinson,  and  other  benefactors.  This  collection  is  every 
day  open  to  the  public.  It  is  large  and  valuable,  and  super* 
intended  by  a  librarian,  who  has  a  salary  of  261.  a  year. 

"  In  the  north  part  of  this  church,"  says  Grey,  "is  a  shrine 
of  Henry,  the  Fourth  Percy  Earle  of  Northumberland,  who  was 
killed  by  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  in  Yorkshire,  gathering  up  a 
subsidy ;  he  was  buried  at  Beverly,  and  this  made  in  memory  of 
bun  in  his  owne  coumtrey,  he  having  a  house  in  this  towne,  and 
parish,  and  other  noblemen  and  gentry  in  those  days.  'Orate  pro 
mtima  Henrici  Percy  4.  NcrtkumbrUe,  qui  per  ReMUum  mams 
occubuit,  &c' "  This,  with  many  other  funeral  monuments, 
was  destroyed  by  the  alterations  made  in  pewing  the  chancel  in 
1783;  they  have,  however,  been  replaced  by  several  elegant 
productions  of  art,  erected  to  the  memory  of  Northumberland 
ftroilies. 

The  origin  of  the  Chapel  of  St.  Thomas  a  Beckett,  at  the 
bridge-end,  is  unknown.  It  existed  in  1248.  It  had  two  chan- 
tries in  h.  By  charter  of  James  the  First  it  was  incorporated 
with  the  hospital  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen ;  and  in  1732,  it  was 
repaired,  and  fitted  up,  as  a  chapel  of  ease  to  St.  Nicholas.  "  In 
1782;  the  outside  of  it  was  hewn  over,  and  a  new  steeple  built, 
the  old  one  being  taken  down  to  make  the  passage  on  to  the 
bridge  more  spacious."* 

St,  Andrew's  Church  has  so  well  escaped  the  ravages  of 
time,  war,  and  fanaticism,  as  to  retain  much  of  its  original  ma- 
sonry. The  chancel  arch  is  semicircular  and  ornamented  with 
zig-zag  work,  in  the  Norman  style.    This  church  is  mentioned 

in 
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in  the  Tynemouth  ehartulary,  under  the  year  1219;  and  Bonrrie 
supposes  it  was  founded  by  the  townsmen  and' religious  houses. 
There  were  three  chantries  1n  it  before  the  reformation.  The 
chantry  dedicated  to  the  Holy- Trinity  was*  probably  founded 
by  Sir  Adam  de  Athol,  who  was  sheriff  of  Northumberland  in 
1383,  and  was  buried  in  this  place  under  a  stone,  bearing  this 
inscription:  "Hie  jacent  demtnus  Adamarus  de  Atholl  miles 
et  domina  Maria  uxor  ejus  quse  obiit  quarto  dechno  die  mensia 
— anno  domini  millesimo  tricentesimo— — Animarum  propi* 
tietur."  The  altar-piece,  a  high  effort  of  the  pencil  of  Luca 
Giordana,  Was  presented  by  Major  Anderson. 

The  date  mid  founder  of  St.  John's  Church  are  unknown* 
It  existed  in  1286.  Though  its  walls  are  strongly  marked  by 
the  hand  of  time,  its  architecture  evinces  no  high  antiquity. 
Its  windows,  and  especially  the  great  eastern  window,  abound 
with  curious  specimens  of  painted  glass.  It  had  one  chantry 
dedicated  to  St.  Thomas  the  Martyr,  a  second  to  the  Virgin 
Mary,  and  a  third  to  the  Holy  Trinity. — **  This,"  says  Grey, 
"  is  a  pretty  little  church,  commended  by  an  archpreiate  of  this 
kingdome,  because  it  resembleth  much  a  cross.0  The  wooden 
spout  down  which  the  dove  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  was  let 
to  represent  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  remained  here  in 
the  beginning  of  last  century.  In  the  cemetry  here  is  a  stone 
inscribed  as  follows  :— 

"  Here  lies  the  remains  of  John  Cunningham.  Of  his  excellence  at  a 
pastoral  poet,  hi*  works  will  remain  a  monument  for  ages,  after  this  tem- 
porary tribute  of  esteem  is  in  dust  forgotten.  He  died  at  Newcastle,  Sept. 
18,  1773,  aged  44." 

Att-SainU?  Church.  —  "  I  met  with  an  account  of  the 
churchyard  of  All-Hallows,  in  1286,  which  is  a  plain  proof 
that  the  church  was  then  in  being."*  The  date  of  its  founda- 
tion is,  however,  extremely  uncertain,  and  its  records  are  few, 
and  no  way  curious.  It  had  seven  chantries  at  the  dissolution. 
The  old  building  was  167  feet  long,  and  77  feet  wide.    Its 
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fchaneel  was  built  upon  a  square  and  spacious  crypt,  supported 
by  one  pillar  in  the  centre,  and  had  been  lighted  by  windows, 
which,  when  Mr*  Brand  visited  it,  in  1783,  were  walled  up  and 
greatly  below  the  level  of  the  floor  of  the  late  church.  Its  bells 
were  cast  in  1696,  out  of  an  equestrian  statue  of  James  the  Se- 
cond, which  stood  upon  Sandhill  "  This  statue  was  the  work 
of  Mr.  William  Larson,  was  approved  of  by  Sir  Christopher 
Wren,  and  cost  the  town  8001.  It  was  thrown  into  the  Tyne 
by  the  mob,  in  1688. 

The  present  structure  was  built  by  authority  of  an  act  of  par- 
liament, passed  in  1783,  and  after  a  design  of  Mr.  Stephenson, 
architect.  It  is  in  truth  a  most  magnificent  edifice.  Ite  form 
is  circular,  and  its  pews  and  galleries  all  of  mahogany*  The 
portico  on  the  south  is  adorned  with  five  Ionic  columns ;  and  the 
spire  is  lofty  and  elegant.  It  must,  however,  be  confessed  that 
this  style  of  architecture  is  unsuitable  to  houses  dedicated  to 
religious  purposes ;  and  that  it  shrinks  into  insignificance,  when 
compared  with  the  solemn  regularity  and  grandeur  of  the  Gothic 
style.  The  whole  expence  of  rebuilding  this  church  is  said  to 
have  exceeded  97,0001. 

The  Chapel  of  St.  Anne,  which  is  dependent  upon  All- 
Saints'  church,  was  neglected  for  several  years  after  the  re* 
formation ;  but  repaired  by  the  town  in  1682.  The  present 
elegant  structure  was  built  by  Mr.  Newton,  at  the  expence  of 
the  corporation,  and  consecrated  in  1768. 

The  houses  of  religious  assembly  for  dissenters  are  more  re- 
markable for  their  number  than  for  splendour  of  establishment, 
antiquity,  or  beautiful  architecture.  Within  the  limits  of  this 
town  there  are  two  Roman  Catholic  chapels ;  six  meeting-houses 
for  presbyterians,  in  communion  with  the  church  of  Scotland ; 
the  burghers,  the  anti-burghers,  the  Calvinistic  baptists,  and 
the  independents,  each  have  one.  The  Weslean  methodists 
hare  their  orphan-house,  and  their  Ebenezer;  and  the  new 
connection,  or  Kilhamite*,  assemble  at  Bethel,  in  Manor  Chare. 

The 
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The  house  of  the  Unitarians  is  in  Hanover  Square,  and  haft  a 
library.    There  is  also  a  small  congregation  of  Glassites. 

The  Grammar-school  was  founded  by  Thomas  Horsley,  who 
was  mayor  of  Newcastle  in  1525.  Queen  Elizabeth  refbunded 
it  in  1599.  Its  master  has  usually  been  appointed  to  the  ma*, 
tership  of  St  Mary's  Hospital,  the  premises  of  which,  since  the 
refoundation,  have  been  converted  into  school-rooms  and  dwel- 
lings for  the  masters  of  this  institution.  Bishop  Ridley,  the  mar- 
tyr, Colonel  LOburne,  Mr.  Horsley,  author  q£  the  Britannia  Ro- 
mana,  and  Dr.  Akenside,  were  scholars  here ;  Mr.  Dawes,  the 
author  of  Miscellanea  Critica,  was  master  from  1738  to  1750. 
Lords  Collingwood  and  Eldon,  Sir  William  Scott,  and  several 
other  distinguished  characters  received  the  rudiments  of  their 
education  here,  under  the  Reverend  Hugh  Moises.  This  valua- 
ble man  died  in  1806,  aged  eighty-five.  A  monument  finely  ex- 
ecuted by  Flagman,  at  the  expence  of  several  of  his  pupils,  and 
the  corporation  of  Newcastle,  has  been  erected  to  his  memory 
in  St  Nicholas9  church. 

The  town  is  well  provided  with  institutions  for  instructing  the 
children  of  the  poor.  Each  of  the  four  churches  has  a  charity 
school,  liberally  endowed.  There  is  another  attached  to  the  cha- 
pel of  St,  Anne ;  and  the  Sunday  schools  are  nearly  as  nume- 
rous as  the  several  places  of  religious  worship.  A  very  hand- 
some and  capacious  structure  was  also  erected  in  1810,  for  the 
general  reception  of  poor  children  of  all  sects  and  denomina- 
tions, to  be  educated  on  the  method  of  Mr.  Lancaster..  It  was 
built  to  commemorate  his  Majesty's  entry  into  the  fiftieth  year 
of  his  reign,  and  therefore  named  the  Royal  Jubilee  School. 

The  Infirmary  stands  on  the  west  side  of  the  town  and  over- 
looks the  Tyne.  This  charity  was  first  established  in  1751,  and 
the  edifice  commenced  in  the  same  and  finished  in  the  ensuing 
year.  Its  situation,  prospect,  and  external  plan  of  architecture, 
were  well  chosen,  but  its  wards  were  large  and  crowded,  and  the 
whale  house  badly  ventilated.  These  inconveniences  were  re- 
presented 
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presented  to  the  public  in  1801,  and  benefactions,  amounting  to 
near  3000L  were  procured  to  remove  them.  In  1803,  die  neces- 
sary additions  and  improvements  were  completed.  The  revenues 
of  the  institution  partly  arise  from  funded  property,  but  chiefly 
from  annual  voluntary  contributions.  "  From  April  the  first 
1809,  to  March  thirty-one,  1810,  it  restored,  under  the  bles- 
sing of  Providence,  to  their  friends  and  the  community,  1117 
poor  persons,  wholly  freed  from  their  respective  complaints.  In 
this  institution,  since  its  commencement  to  the  present  time, 
40,712  cures  have  been  performed ;  and  it  is  matter  of  satisfac- 
tory reflection,  that  the  cures,  during  each  of  the  years  from 
1803  inclusive,  have  been,  fortunately,  in  progressive  increase." 
In  the  governor's  room  is  a  very  fine  full  length  portrait  of  Sir 
Walter  Blackett,  by  Reynolds ;  one  of  Matthew  Ridley,  Esq. 
by  Webb ;  one  of  Dr.  Butler,  Bishop  of  Durham ;  and  one  of 
Dr.  Benson,  Bishop  of  Gloucester ;  all  of  whom  were  great  be- 
nefactors to  the  charity. 

A  Dispensary  was  established  in  Pilgrim  Street,  in  this 
town,  1777*  It  has  since  been  removed  into  Low-friar  Street, 
where  a  suitable  building  has  been  purchased,  and  fitted  up  by 
the  governors  of  the  institution.  "  In  1801,  there  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  benefits  of  this  charity,  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  persons  afflicted  with  fevers.  The  harvest  in  1800  was  late, 
the  gram  and  potatoes  damaged,  and  therefore  the  food  of  the 
poor  was  not  only  scanty,  but  afforded  little  nutriment.  The 
fever,  however,  was  tractable,  and  from  the  exertion  of  this  cha- 
rity few  died"  In  1810  it  appeared,  that  "  56,285  had  been 
admitted  to  the  benefit  of  the  dispensary,  of  whom  52,572  had 
been  cured."  Vaccination  is  performed  here  gratis  to  the  poor. 
When  the  Infirmary  was  enlarged,  an  attempt  was  made  to  fit 
op  a  part  of  it  tor  fiver  wards,  but  this  was  over-ruled ;  and,  in 
1804,  a  House  of  Recovery  was  built,  near  the  west  gate,  by  vo- 
luntary subscription.  It  was  instituted  for  the  cure  and  preven- 
tion of  contagious  diseases,  and  has  its  medical  establishment 

from 
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Irom  the  dispensary.  "  Fifteen  patients  were  admitted  into  thtf 
hospital  in  1800,  and  those  mostly  taken  out  of  numerous  fa* 
Bailies  in  the  close  and  crouded  parts  of  the  town."  * 

Dr.  Hall,  an  eminent  physician  in  this  town,  some  years  since 
erected,  on  the  outside  of  the  West  Gate,  a  set  of  very  handsome 
baths.  Their  design  was  furnished  by  Wm.  Craneson,  architect. 
Considerable  medical  skill  has  been  employed  here  in  the  appli- 
cation of  the  gaseous  fluids ;  and  we  imagine  we  see  the  com- 
fort and  elegance  of  the  Roman  age  revived  in  the  use  of  die 
vapour,  hot,  and  tepid  baths,  the  swimming  basins,  and  the 
cold  enclosed  baths  of  these  edifices.  They  are  situated  in  a 
garden  very  tastefully  laid  out ;  the  walks  fringed  with  curious 
Shrubs ;  and  the  whole  somewhat  in  the  style  of  the  baths,  the 
younger  Pliny  had  in  his  pleasure  grounds. 

Hospitals. — The  hospital  of  Holy  Jesus,  usually  called  the 
Freemen's  hospital,  is  situated  in  the  Manors,  and  was  founded, 
erected,  and  endowed,  at  the  charge  of  the  corporation,  A.  D. 
1681,  Its  founders  laid  out  50061.  of  its  property  in  purchasing 
the  Walker  estate,  in  the  parish  of  Longfoenton.  It  consists  of 
a  master  and  forty-one  brethren,  or  sisters,  being  freemen,  or 
widows  of  freemen,  or  unmarried  sons  and  daughters  of  free- 
men. Contiguous  to  this  is  the  hospital  of  Mrs.  Anne  Davison, 
founded  in  1725,  for  a  governor  and  five  sisters,  to  be  widows 
of  clergymen,  merchants,  or  freemen  of  Newcastle ;  also  the 
hospital  of  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  for  six  poor  unmarried  bur- 
gesses, endowed  by  its  founder  with  12001. ;  and  the  hospital  of 
Thomas  Davison  of  Ferryhill,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  Esq, 
founded  for  six  unmarried  women,  daughters  or  widows  of  bur- 
gesses. The  edifices  of  these  three  charities  were  built  at  the 
charge  of  the  corporation,  in  1754,  in  which  year  the  two  last 
were  founded.  By  a  resolution  of  the  common  council  at  the 
guild,  January  the  fourteen,  1811,  it  was  ordered  that  the  sixty 
poor  members  in  these  hospitals  should,  in  future,  receive  two 

hundred 
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hundred  a  month*  The  Keehnan's  .Hospital,  built  f&  their  own 
charge,  A.  D.  1701,  contains  a  great  hall  and  fifty-two  qther 
rooms,  and  cost  upwards  of  20001.  It  is  an  institution  much  in 
the  nature  of  a  benefit  society.  Its  revenues  are  levied  upon  the 
earnings  of  its  members.  After  many  ineffectual  attempts  to 
lay  it  under  wholesome  and  practical  regulations,  an  act  of  par- 
liament was  obtained,  in  1788,  by  which  its  funds  should  in  fu- 
ture be  managed.  It  was  remarked  by  Dr.  Moor,  Bishop  of 
Ely,  "  that  he  had  heard  of,  and  seen  many  hospitals  the 
works  of  rich  men,  but  this  was  the  first  he  ever  saw  or  heard 
of,  which  had  been  built  by  the  poor."  * 

Besides  these  should  be  enumerated  the  Lying-in  Hospital, 
founded  in  Rosemary  Lane  in  1760,  and  liberally  supported  by 
voluntary  subscription.  And  a  similar  institution  begun  in  the 
following  year  for  the  poor  lying-in  women  at  their  own  houses, 
in  Newcastle  and  Gateshead.  The  Society  for  the  relief  of  the 
friendless  poor  was  commenced,  in  1797,  and  has  its  meetings  at 
the  baptist  chapel,  Tuthil-stairs.  The  Asylum  for  lunatics,  be* 
longing  to  the  counties  of  Durham,  Newcastle,  and  Northum- 
berland, is  in  an  airy  and  retired  situation,  and  is  a  handsome 
and  spacious  building.  In  digging  its  foundation  in  1765,  a 
brass  seal,  inscribed  '  Vis  et  Deus  noster',  was  discovered ;.  and 
the  field  in  which  it  is  built  is  remarkable  for  its  deep  intrench- 
ments  and  breastworks,  from  which  it  probably  derived  the  name 
of  the  Wanjen's  Close,  and  which,  as  we  have  elsewhere  hinted, 
seem  to  have  been  a  part  of  the  ancient  fortifications  of  the  town. 
In  Leland?8  time,  "  a  square  haul  place  of  the  towne"  stood 
upon  Sandhill.  The  present  Exchange  and  Town-Court  were,  fi- 
nished in  1658*  Robert  Trollop,  of  York,  was  the  architect  of 
this  structure.  He  agreed  to  build  it  for  20001.  ;f  but  Bourne 
was  informed  that  it  cost  above  10,0001.  of  winch  Alderman 
Weymouth  gave,  by  will,  12001.  and  the  corporation  contributed 
the  rest.  It  has  undergone  many  external  alteratipn?  since  that 
time,  especially  in  haying  its  fronts  cased  with  freestone,  and  its 
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roof  covered  with  blue  slate.  In  1783,  and  for  several  season* 
after,  a  pair  of  crows  built  their  nest  and  reared  their  young 
among  the  spikes  of  a  weathercock  upon  the  steeple  of  this 
building.  -  Its  lower  story  is  occupied  by  offices  of  the  town- 
clerk,  the  merchants9  coffee-room,  and  the  piazzas  of  the  Ex- 
change* At  the  foot  of  the  stair-case  is  a  bronze  statue  of 
Charles  the  Second,  in  a  Roman  habit.  On  the  second  floor 
are  the  Town-Court,  or  Guildhall,  the  mayor's  chamber,  the 
merchant's  court,  the  revenue  office,  and  the  archives  of  the 
town*  The  assizes,  quarter-sessions,  and  other  courts  of  the 
town  and  county  of  Newcastle  are  held  in  the  Guildhall,  the 
floor  of  which  is  laid  with  Mack  and  white  marble,  and  its  walls 
ornamented  with  full  length  portraits  of  Charles  the  Second 
and  James  the  Second ;  as  also  one  of  George  the  Third,  paint- 
ed by  Ramsay,  in  1760.  The  merchant's  court  is  over  a  part 
of  Thornton's  Hospital :  it  is  a  spacious  room,  and  has  a  very 
curious  and  noble  chimney-piece,  of  carved  oak.  The  common 
council  is  held,  and  the  daily  business  of  the  magistracy  is 
transacted,  in  the  mayor's  chamber ;  in  which  is  to  be  seen  an 
engine,  called  the  branks,  and  concerning  which  is  the  follow- 
ing remarkable  anecdote  in  Gardener's  England's  Grievances, 
printed  in  1655: — 

«  John  WiDis,  of  Ipswich,  upon  his  oath,  said  that  he,  this 
deponent,  was  in  Newcastle,  six  months  ago,  and  there  he  saw 
ene  Anne  Bidlestone  drove  through  the  streets,  by  an  officer  of 
die  corporation,  holding  a  rope  in  his  hand,  the  other  end 
fastened  to  an  engine,  called  the  branks,  which  is  Kke  a  crown, 
it  being  of  iron,  which  was  musled  over  the  head  and  face,  with 
a  great  gap,*  or  tongue,  of  iron,  forced  into  her  mouth,  which 
Ibreed  the  blood  out;  and  that  is  the  punishment  which  the 
magistrates  do  inflict  upon  chiding  and  scolding  women,  and 
that  he  hath  often  seen  the  like  done  upon  others."  f  This 
punishment  is  still  applied  to  scolds  that  presume  to  exercise 
tfceir  talent  in  examinations  or  trials  before  the  magistrates. 

The 
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tile  Mansion-house  was  rebuilt  in  169I>,  At  the  cost  of  60001* 
kkides  the  furniture.  "  It  is  a  building,  says  Bourne,  grand 
and  stately;  >aad>  considering  the  place  it  steads  in,  tig  very 
ornamental."  The  saloon  is  furnished  with  halberts,  and  other, 
kinds  of  armour,  and  the  whole  of  the  interior  fitted  up  in  a 
nanner  suitable  for  the  dwelling  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  this- 
opulent  corporation.  Among  other  allowances,  the  mayo?  ha* 
a  state-coach,  a  barge,  coals  for  the  mansion-house,  and  l$Q0L 
a-year  towards  expences  in  house-keeping.  Great  hospimljty 
is  kept  up  in  this  house  through  the  whole  of  the  year,  and  the 
judges  of  assize  and  their  attendants  are  lodged  and  enter- 
tained in  it,  during  their  sessions ;  at  which,  if  no  criminal  be 
capitally  convicted,  they  are  each  of  them  presented,  by  the 
mayor,  according  to  ancient  custom,  with  a  pair  of  whiter  gloves. 

It  is  uncertain  at  what  time  the  "  guild  or  fraternity  of  th* 
Messed  Trinjty"  were  licensed.  They  purchased  the  site  of 
their  present  house  in  1492;  and  in- 1505  ordered  that  a  hall, 
chapel,  and  lodgings  for  their,  poor  brethren,  should  be  erected 
upon  it  at  their  common  expence.  Some  privileges  were  pro- 
bably granted  them  in  1530,  for  under  that  year,  in  their  book 
of  expences,  are  these  entries :  "  for  my  lorde  admyrall  seyll, 
forty  six  shillings  and  eight-pence ;  for  sygnet  and  prevye  seyll, 
four  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight-pence ;  to  kynge's  grayce 
for  the  great  seayll,  eight  pounds  two  shillings."  They  had 
charters  granted  them  by  Henry  the  Eighth,  Queen  Elizabeth, 
James  the  First,  Charles  the  Second,  and  James  the  Second,. 
The  charter  of  Henry  the  Eighth  represents  them  as  incorpo- 
rated for  the  encouragement  of  the  art  of  navigation,  and  with 
license  to  build  and  embattle  two  towers,  one  at  the  mouth  of 
the  haven  of  Tyne,  the  other  on  the  adjoining  hill,  in  which* 
lights  were  to  be  kept  every  night,  and  fourpence  to  be  paid  to 
them  by  every  foreign  ship,  and  twopence  by  every  English 
ship  that  entered  the  port.  The  other  charters,  though  they 
ahered-the  private  regulations  of  the  society,  concerning  the 
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ohoioe  of  4  matter,  die  number  ef  their  wardens,  Ac.  and  en- 
larged th^  marine  jurisdiction,  in  no  degree  infringed  upon  the 
mam  intentions  of  die  first,  Witbm  the  circuit  of  their  pre* 
tinges-  they  hove  a  free  school,  erected  in  1712,  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  children  of  their  brethren  m  writing  and  mathe- 
matics* Their, chapel  wae  fitted  up  in  its  present  neat  style  as 
1694.  They  hare  rooms  for  eight  peer  brethren,  and  twelve 
widows,  who*  with  several  other  of  their  own  poor,  have  com'* 
fbrtafcte  allowances  from  their  lunch. 

Thefiret  account  we  have  found!  of  a  '  eeekettutn,'  or  cus- 
tom-house, in  tins  town,  is  m  1281,  when  a  duty  of  six  shillings 
and  eightpenee  was  charged  upon  SQOweoled  skins;  the  same 
sum  upon  a  sack  of  wool ;  and  thirteen  shillings  and  fborpence 
upon  a  last  of  leather.*  Robert  Rhodes,  a  great  benefactor  to 
the  churches  of  Newcastle,  was  appointed  to  the  office  of 
"  countreuller  des  custumes  et  subsidies  le  roi  en  le  port  de 
Novel  OasteR  sur  Tyne,"  in  1440.+  In  Queen  Elisabeth's 
time  u  the  customer  here  had  a  fee  of  sixteen  pounds  thirteen 
shillings  and  fourptnce,  and  a  reward  of  twenty-six  pounds 
thirteen  sniffings  and  fourpene**  per  annum ;  the  confcroler,  fee 
four  pounds,  reward  ten  pounds ;  weighters,  four  pounds,  re- 
ward among  them,  four  pounds.^ 

There  was  an  act  of  parliament,  fourteenth  George  the  Third, 
to  enable  Dr.  Faweet,  Vicar  of  Newcastle,  to  grant  a  lease  of  a 
part  of  the  vicarage  garden,  for  999  years,  and  on  a  rent  of 
twenty  pounds  a  year,  for  die  purpose  of  building  a  Hmse  of  As- 
sembly upon.  The  structure  was  raised  from  a  design  and  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Newton,  architect,  in  1776>  and  cost  690IL 
The  rooms  are  said  to  be  die  most  elegant  and  cetottmkUomef 
the  kind  of  any  in  the  kingdom*  except  those  in  Bathv  The** 
is  a  large  and  very  good  picture  of  Sir  John  FaktaflP  and  Irfra. 
Ford,  by  Downraan,  in  the  tea-room.    Part  of  the  lower  i 
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are  used  as  a  coffee-house,  which  is  furnished  with  a  library, 
consisting  of  works  on  political  economy,  and  other  subject* 
suitable  to  the  situation. 

The  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Newcastle  was  in- 
stituted in  1799.  Its  first  meetings  were  in  a  room  in  St.  Ki- 
chdlas9  churchyard.  While  it  proposed  the  discussion  of  the 
several  branches  of  polite  literature,  its  leading  objects  appear 
to  have  been  the  investigation  of  the  situation  and  properties  of 
the  mineral  productions  of  this  neighbourhood,  and  the  elucida- 
tion of  the  sciences  applicable  to  commerce.  Its  library  was 
commenced  in  1795,  and  three  years  after  the  whole  of  its  pro- 
petty  was  removed  to  the  old  assembly  rooms  in  the  Groat 
Market,  of  which  the  society  procured  a  lease.  It  is  governed 
by  a  president,  four  vice-presidents,  two  secretaries,  and  eight 
committee-men,  all  of  whom  are  annually  chosen  out  of  its 
ordinary  members,  and  vested  with  the  management  of  its  funds. 
Out  of  its  honorary  members  four  are  allowed  the  privileges  of 
ordinary  ones.  Ladies  are  admitted  to  the  use  of  the  library » 
but  cannot  attend  general  meetings,  or  vote  in  the  choice  of 
members.  The  annual  payment  to  it  is  a  guinea,  and  its  re- 
venues are  upwards  of  5251.  a  year.  In  1802,  a  kindred  branch, 
called  the  New  Institution,  was  engrafted  upon  it,  and  a  part 
of  its  funds  appropriated  to  the  maintenance  of  that  meretorious 
establishment,  which  consists  of  a  permanent  fecture&ip  on  the 
several  branches  of  natural  and  experimental  philosophy,  che- 
mistry, Ac ;  and  for  which  a  large  and  very  valuable  apparatus 
has  been  purchased. 

Tke  old  Play-House  was  buih  in  1748,  upon  a  part  of  the 
walls  of  St  Bartholomew's  church,  and  has  lately  been  occupied 
as  a  concert-room.  The  Theatre  Royal  originated  at  the  time 
that  Mosley  and  Dean  Streets  were  built,  and  was  opened  by  the 
authority  of  an  act  of  parliament  m  1788.  It  was  built  by  Mr. 
Stephenson,  and  is  esteemed  a  handsome  and  commodious  edi- 
fice, by  the  lovers  of  th6  drama. 

;  tb*  bvofls  and  insecurity  of  the  feudal  ages,  many  of 
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the  Northumbrian  barons  found  it  necessary  to  have  mansions 
within  the  strong  walls  of  Newcastle.    Few  vestiges,  however, 
remain  at  present  to  point  out  their  situation  or  their  grandeur* 
The  Earl  of  Northumberland's  home  was  in  the  Close.    It  was 
that,  says  Bourne,  which  has  as  its  entrance  a  great  gate,  and 
a  large  round  ball  of  stone ;  and  in  the  lower  part  of  it,  towards 
die  river,  shews  manifest  signs  of  antiquity.    Bolbeck  Hall,  or  as 
it  was  called  after  Ralph  Nevil  was  created  an  earl,    West- 
moreland Place,  is  situate  in  Westgate  Street,  nearly  opposite 
Collingwood  Street.    Though  the  building  upon  its  site  has  an 
ancient  appearance,  nothing  of  the  original  structure  remains, 
except  a  remarkable  wall,  about  eight  feet  broad,  which  passes 
the  garden.  This  wall  has  been  converted  into  a  terrace :  under 
it  is  a  vaulted  passage,  made  of  very  old  bricks,  and  leading  to 
Nevil  Tower.    Lord  Scrope  had  a  house  in  Pilgrim  Street.  The 
Scotch  Arms,  near  Nun  Gate,  is  traditionally  held  to  have  been 
the  lodgings  of  the  kings  and  nobility  of  Scotland,  in  times  of  , 
truce  with  England.    "  It  is  an  ancient  building,  with  a  large 
gate,  and  has  been  a  piece  of  stately  workmanship."*  There  was 
.  an  inn  in  Pilgrim  Street,  at  which  the  devotees,  in  their  visits 
to  the  shrine  of  St.  Mary,  at  Jesmond,  are  said  to  have  lodged* 
Near  the  head  of  this  street  is  also  a  noble  mansion,  built  in 
1580^  by  Robert  Anderson,  out  of  the  offices,  and  nearly  upon 
the  site  of  the  Franciscan  Priory.     We  take  it  to  have  been  a 
kinsman  of  this  gentleman,  who  is  recorded  to  have  dropped 
his  ring  over  Newcastle  bridge,  and  whose  servant  purchased  a 
salmon  some  short  time  after,  in  which  the  same  ring  was 
found,  f     This  circumstance  happened  about  1559.    The  ring 
is  still  in  this  family  of  Andersons,  and  has  a  fish  engraven 
under  the  signet,  the  stone  of  which,  Mr.  Brand  supposed  to 
be  a  Roman  antique.    Sir  Francis   Anderson,  Knight,  con* 
veyed  this  mansion,  in  1675,  to  Sir  William  Blackett,  of  Mat- 

fen, 
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fen,  Baronet,4  who  added  the  two  wings  to  it.    It  came  into 
the  possession  of  Sir  Walter  Blackett  by  his  marriage   with 
the  grand-daughter  of  Sir  William,  and  in  1783  was  sold  to 
Mr.  George  Anderson,  whose  son,  Major  Anderson,  by  reason 
of  its  being  at  two  distant  periods  in  the  possession  of  two  fami- 
lies of  the  same  name,  has  styled  it  Anderson  Place.    Grey 
calls  it  a  princely  building;  and  "  indeed,"  says  Bourne,  "  it 
is  no  less  than  very  stately  and  magnificent,  being  supposed 
the  most  so  of  any  house  in  the  whole  kingdom,   within  a 
walled  town.    It  is  surrounded  by  a  vast  quantity  of  ground ; 
that  part  of  it  which  faces  the  street  is  thrown  into  walks  and 
grass  plats,  beautified  with  images,  and  beset  with  trees,  which 
afford  a  very  pleasing  shade :  the  other  part  of  the  ground,  on 
the  west  side  of  it,  is  all  a  garden,  exceedingly  neat  and  curious, 
adorned  with  many  and  the  most  beautiful  statues,  and  se- 
veral other  curiosities."    The  statues  have  been  removed ;  but 
the  rest  of  this  description  is  still,  in  a  measure,  applicable  to 
the  place.     A  subterraneous  passage,  pointing  towards  the 
Manors,  was  discovered  in  the  garden  here  a  few  years  since, 
and  coins  of  Edward  the  Third  and  Henry  the  Fourth  taken  out 
of  it.    The  parents  of  Durant,  the  colleague  of  Cuthbert  Syden- 
ham* in  the  lectureship  of  St.  Nicholas,  were  buried  in  the 
garden  here,  as  appears  from  a  marble  tombstone  remaining 
in  the  stable-yard.     This  house  also  is  remarkable  for  being 
the  head-quarters  of  General  Levin  during  the  captivity  of 
King  Charles  in  Newcastle.     That  monarch  is  said  to  have 
entered  the  town  guarded  by  300  Scottish  horsemen,  those  near 
him   bare-headed.     He  passed  through  a  lane  of  pikes  and 
muskets  from  Gateshead  to  the  general's  quarters.     He  was 
caressed  with  bonefires,  peals  of  ordnance,  and  other  marks  of 
rejoicing ;  and,  according  to  his  own  confession,  was  no  where 
treated  with  more  honour  than  here.    Himself  and  train  had 
liberty  to  go  abroad  every  day,  and  to  play  at  goff  in  the  Shield 
Field,  without  the  walls,  till  a  design  for  his  escape  was  dis- 

F  3  covered, 
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covered,  which  occasioned  stricter  orstas  to  be  seat  down 
respecting  hit  person.*  There  is  a  traditional  account,  that 
he  attempted  his  escape  by  a  subterraneous  passage  from  a 
cellar  in  this  house  to  the  Lortburn,  but  that  he  could  not 
effect  the  opening  of  an  iron  door  at  the  outlet  of  this  passage; 
but  tales  respecting  these  under-ground  ways  are  seldom  to  be 
listened  to.  Soon  after  the  king's  arrhral  at  Newcastle,  a 
Scotch  minister  preached  very  boldly  before  him ;  and  when 
his  sermon  was  done,  called  for  the  fifty-second  psalm,  which 
begins— 

Why  dost  thou,  tyrant,  toast  tayself, 
Thy  wicked  works  to  praise? 

Whereupon  his  majesty  stood  up,  and  called  for  the  fifty-sixth 
psalm,  which  begin 


Have  mercy,  Lotd,  en  me,  I  pray, 
For  men  would  me  devour. 

The  people  waved  the  minister's  psalm,  and  sung  that  which 
the  king  caHed  for.f  The  king  having  an  antipathy  to  tobacco, 
was  much  disturbed  by  their  bold  and  continual  smoking  in  his 
presence.:}:  When  the  news  reached  him  of  the  ill  success  of 
his  army  in  Scotland  he  took  no  notice  of  it,  but  continued  in 
a  game  of  chess,  as  cheerful  as  before. 

From  the  time  of  William  Rufus  to  the  reign  of  King  James, 
this  town  was  constantly  gathering  an  accumulation  of  power. 
Rufus  gave  to  its  inhabitants 

■  around  and  gold  fill  great  to  spend, 
To  builde  it  well,  and  wall  it  all  aboute, 
And/mmchi$ed  tbeim  to  pay  a  free rente  out 

Henry  the  First  and  bis  successor  exempted  it  from  various  bur- 
dens; and  John,  after  raising  its  «  antient  fee  farm*  from  fifty 
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to  ara  hundred  pound*  a  yoer,  enlarged  ft*  pri*)flgea»  Itsfiwt 
officer*  wesebaiiifi,  towbema  nij^  wasnddadhi  1KL  Id 
MtiTit  was  constituted*  ooanty  of  itself*  and  the  direction  of 
it  entrusted  to  Roger  Thornton,  mayor,  William  Redmarshill, 
atsmwt-shjrif;  and,  instead  of  the  feur  bailing  ^aUeraien, 
Who  wara  vested  with  the  pywer  of  justices  of  the  peace.  A 
secordar,  tight  ohamhniWftfV  two  coronas*  a  swordohaaaer,  a 
ooanaati  alarirf  and  eight  setjoanto  of  maee,  w**a  added  in 
1616.  Tie  aidera**  ver  e  increased  to  ten  in.  Uffl,  and  the 
fw  frt*y»four  elector,  who  were  to  be  equally  chosen  from  the 
Swafcre  caafts  of  the  towa,  were  node  a  common-council.  The 
g*efct  chanter  of  Elinsbeth  ordains,  that  the  mayor,  the  tan 
aldmafa,  and  leoorder,  should  he  jointly  and  severally  keepers 
of  the  peeee  within  the  town ;  and  that  the  conaooa-council 
should  consist  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  aad  twenty-four  other 
burgesses.  It  was,  however,  the  charter  of  James  that  finally 
aad  .solidly  established  to  this  opulent  body  its  large  immunities; 
that  fully  defined  the  time  and  manner  of  ejecting  its  mayor, 
sherift  chavoberlaias,  &c  the  duration  and  offices  of  electors 
and  aldifiaaa ;  and  that  clearly  pointed  out  the  nature  and 
extant  of  the  jurisdiction  of  its  magistrate,  the  privileges  of 
thefroasnen,  and  the  liberties  of  the  town.  This  borough  has 
continued  *n  send  Uno  members  U  parliament  since  the  year 
IMS*  except  in  |h*  tenth  and  eighth  years  of  Edward  the 
waooad,  awl  first  of  £dw«*d  the  Third,  when  the  burgwsas 
i  la  send  the  representatives,  on  account  of  the  perilous 
itbey  were  placed  in  by  the  Scots.  Its  markiU  ana  op 
Tuaedeye  aad  Saturdays ;  and  its  anaual^ar*  August  twelfth, 
October  twenty-ninth,  and  November  twenty^secoad,  the  bat 
wf  which  only  continue*  ana  day,  and  the  two  other  nine  days. 
I»  aaaual  revenues,  in  i$09>  amounted  to  S&6Q1L  js.  3d. 
toga  eumehava  been  napeeded  in  widening  the  streets,  and 
Miens  other  improvement*  in  the  town.  A  bateher-marfeet,  op 
a  vary  handsome  and  ceaveoieat  plan,  has  lately  been  feishad 
at  Ibe  expence  of  this  body;  and  we  may  fairly  prophecy,  that 

F4  the 


ft  mtttnuHBtXLAw*. 

the  liberal  and  judicious  management  of  their  ptm*>  wffi  ■ 
'  place  Newcastle  on  a  level,  in  convenience,  in  elegance,  and 
commercial  advantages!  with  the  first  towns  -of  the  British 
empire* 

E&swick,  in  the  parish  of  St  John,  Newcastle,  was  one 
of  the  possessions  of  Tynemouth  priory.  There  were  collieries 
at  Heygrove,  Westftld,  and  Gallowflat,  near  Elswick,  in 
13S4.*  Soon  after  the  reformation,  it  was  purchased  by  WH- 
liam  Jenoinson,  Esq.  in  whose  family  it  continued  dll  the  be- 
ginning of  the  last  century,  when  it  was  sold  to  the  grondfetfcer 
of  its  present  possessor,  John  Hodgson,  Esq.  who  has  lately 
rebuilt  the  house  on  a  large  and  elegant  plan.  Its  site  k  high 
and  bold,  and  die  prospect  from  it,  over  the  busy  soene  of  the 
Tyne  and  the  vale  of  Ravenswortb,  renders  it  a  very  interesting 
situation.  An  extensive  laboratory  for  copers*  was  commenced 
on  this  estate  in  1808:  the  apparatus  for  the  preparation  of 
prusiate  of  iron  was  removed  from  this  neighbourhood;  in  1810, 
to  the  south  side  of  the  river,  at  Heworlh  Shore.    '•     ' 

Fenham,  in  this  parish,  belonged  to  the  Knights  Templars, 
and,  with  the  rest  of  their  property  was  granted  by  parlia- 
ment, in  1324,  to  the  Knights  Hospitallers  of  St.  John  of 
Jerusalem.  It  was  annexed  to  the  crown  at  the  cbssokitien, 
but  afterwards  came  \o  the  Riddels  of  8winborne  Castle. 
Thomas  Riddel  obtained  an  act  of  parliament  to  sell  it  to  John 
Ord,  attorney-at-law,  in  Newcastle.  The  mines,  in  this  sale, 
were  reserved ;  but,  in  1770,  sold  to  the  Ords,  in  which  fanny 
it  still  continues.  From  its  east  front  is  a  fine  open  prospect 
of  the  river  Tyne,  to  the  haven  of  Shields,  and  the  ruins  of 
Tynemouth  priory. 

Bknwell,  the  Condercum  of  the  Notitia,  and  the  station  of 
the  Ala  Astorum,  is  situated  on  an  eminence,  near  two  mflea 
west  of  Newcastle.  A  stone  was  discovered  here,  in  1669, 
which  Baxter  supposes  to  have  been  inscribed  in  the  consul- 
ship of  Senicb  and  Palraa ;  but  Horsley  says,f  "  I  take  it  to 

ham 
•  Tfam.  Chartolarr,  fsL  163.    Brand.  t  Brit  Rom.  213. 
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-kave  been  erected  to  the  honour  of  the  emperors  Marcus  Aure* 
lius  and  Lucius  Verus,  upon  occasion  of  some  victory  they  had 
gained  over  'the  Northern  Britons*  by  Calpurnius  Agricola, 
their  legate,  in  which  this  Felix  Senicio  had  the  command  of 
the  first  wing  of  the  Asti."  The  original  is  partly  obliterated-* 
Several  other  inscriptions  have  been  found  here,  the  most  re- 
markable of  which  is  a  fine  altar,  dedicated  to  Jupiter  DoK- 
chenus*  a  deity  worshipped  by  nuners.f  It  was  lately  pur- 
chased, with  the  rest  of  Mr.  Brand's  collection  of  Roman  an~ 
tJquities,  by  die  Rev.  Charles  Thorpe,  and  is  at  present  in  the 
hill  of  the  rectory  of  Ryton.  The  inscription,  though  partly 
injured,  is  in  the  same  state  as  it  was  in  Horsley's  time,  who 
read  it  in  this  manner  :— 

Jovi  optimo  maximo  Delicheno  et  nominbos  Augusti  pro  aalote  imp*- 
vmloria  Csaaris  Titi  JElii  Hadriani  Antonini  Angusti  Pii  patris  patriae  et 
kponis  aectuuhe  August  se  Marcus  Liburnina  Fronto  ccnturio  legionb  ejus- 
OHO,  ▼•  a*  1*  in* 

Since  Horsley's  time,  coins  of  Trajan,  Hadrian,  and  several 
Atiier  emperors,  have  been  found  here ;  five  inscriptions,  but 
Htcw  of  them  of  much  interest;  a  great  conduit,  made  of  large 
hfiwu  stones ;  abo,  in  1752;  a  hypocaustum,  about  300  yards 
south-west  of  the  station,  and  of  which  an  accurate  drawing, 
taken  at  the  tone  by  Robert  Shaftoe,  Esq.  is  given  in  Mr. 
Brand's  History  of  Newcastle.^  The  fine  urn  in  the  library  at 
Durham  came  from  hence.  The  foundations  of  an  exploratory 
tower  were  found  opposite  the  second  milestone.  An  iron  nut* 
way  was  made  through  the  north  side  of  the  station  in  1810, 

which 

*  Baxter's  reading ;— Victoriae  qntadecimae  cobortis  Oalloram  fecenmt 
erigi,  Nonio  8enockrae  console,  felix  ala  I.  Astorom  nraltb  pnelka. 
Horsfey-s  reading :— Victorias  Augnstorum  nostroram  fecit  Depot  Soail 
fenerionh  coavatis  FeJfac  ate  prima  Ai tomm  pnefectus. 

t  Mde  Reioesii  Syut.  Iusc.  Ant.  p.  ussim. 

t  Vot  I.  p.  607.  Bourne,  p.  us.  coins.  Wallii,  VoL  I.  p.  ITS. 
PfcJLTrsn.  No.  130. 
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vttdkJstdfrrt  *  part  of  itowelfa,  iuhI  the  foe»*ktieo*  of  *e» 

Viatel  buiUiogti. 

A  ooal  mine,  near  thai  place,  took  Ire  at  *  candle,  in  the 
bepmuag  of  bet  century,  and  burned  near  thirty  year*.  Is* 
ftrggneaswtt  mall  atfiret;  bet  it  afterward*  acquired  to  grot* 
atreftgtfe,  at  to  spread  into  the  Fcnham  grounds,  end  bare*  out 
jfe  the  manner  of  a  volcano,  in  near  twenty  places.  It  covered 
4fee  fyfee  in  its  way  with  flower*  of  *ulpbur>  end  east  up  piece* 
e/ sal-ammoniac  six  inches  bread. 

In  1979  Richard  4e  BenwcH  held  one  moiety  <*  the  vjtta 
<rf  BetnreH,  and  Robert  de  Whkchester  and  Henry  Sclavd 
the  other,  by  service  of  each  a  fourth  peat  of  ft  knight's  fee, 
of  the  barony  of  Bolbeck.  The  Delavals  had  posaeoaionB  here 
in  1435.  "  The  old  tower  of  Benwell  was  the  place  where  the 
prior  of  Tynemouth  had  his  summer's  residence,  and  the  cha- 
pel which  Mr.  Shaftoe  opens  for  the  good  of  the  people  of  his 
village,  was  the  prior's  domestic  chapel."*  The  Shaftoe*  here 
were  a  branch  of  the  Bavington  family.  Their  mansion  waa 
joined  to  the  old  tower,  but  the  whole  edifice  has  been  several 
years  untenanted,  and  is  now  in  rums.  The  register  of  the 
chapel  ends  in  1749;  its  foundation*  have  been  raised;  and 
nothing  remains  to  point  out  its  site,  except  a  few  grave* 
atones, 

Wimnettfte*  skirted,  and  wife  moss  o'Stsrtw*. 

The  village  contains  a  few  neat  houses;  the  ground  about  it  is 
very  fertile;  and  the  view  from  it,  over  the  island  called  the 
King's  Meadows,!  to  Axwell  Park,  and  the  woods  of  GUwide, 
is  truly  charming. 
Jesmond,  about  two  miles  north-east  of  Newcastle,  and  in 

the 

*  Boorae,  p.  113. 
t  A  note  written  in  the  tine  of  the  commonwealth,  in  an  mtedeaved 
copy  of  Grey's  Chorograpbia,  and  in  the  library  at  Hebborn  Hall,  in  Urn 
county  of  Durham,  says,  thfe  island  was  called  the  King's  Meadows,  be- 
came hay  was  procured  apon  K  for  the  king's  horses,  when  he  came  to 
Newcastle. 
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the  perish  of  St.  Andrew*,  h  eald  to  have  derived  its  flame 
from  a  rood  that  stood  upon  a  mound  of  earth  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Tillage.  It  appertained  to  die  barony  d  Gaugy,  in  the 
time  of  Henry  the  Third.  Que  Hilton  was  possessed  of  a  third 
pert  of  it  in  1368;  and  in  13&$»  Adam  de  Athel,  who  founded 
the  chantry  of  Holy  Triaify,  in  which,  himself  and  wife  were 
buried,  in  St.  Andrew**  church,  resided  in  tins  village*  A  third 
part  of  the  manor  of  Jetaemttth,  and  of  the  advewson  of  the 
church  there,  belonged  to  John  Styneley  in  die  reign  of  Rich* 
aid  the  Second.*  Sir  Robert  Stette  <*uae  to  live  here  in 
1658,  and  his  mansion  to  this  day,  is  called  Stptte't  Hall.  Sir 
Francis  Anderson,  Knight,  and  others,  sold  possessions  here 
in  1656,  to  William  Cotllsoa,  Esq.  whose  descendant*  resided 
at  Jetmoni  /false;  tfll  it  was  sold  in  1809,  to  John  Anderson, 
Esq.  of  Newcastle.  The  Hvlg  WM  of  Jesmund,  was  anciently 
in  high  estimation,  and  hither  "  with  great  confluence  and  de- 
votion, people  came  from  all  parts  of  this  island,,  to  the  shrine 
of  the  Virgin  Mary."f  The  Chapel  and  Hospital,  with  their 
possessions,  were  granted  by  Edward  the  Sixth,  to  the  cor- 
poration of  Newcastle,  who  sold  them  to  Sir  Robert  Brandling. 
The  chapel  had  been  long  occupied  as  a  barn  and  a  stable  . 
and  the  hospital  baa  been  rebuilt,  and  converted  into  a  dweL- 
hng  house. 

Hkatost  Hals.,  in  the  parish  of  All-Saiats,  Newcastle,  and 
Jkligliifally  situated  upon  the  steep  and  woody  banks  of  Ouse- 
barn,  is  the  seat  of  Matthew  White  Ridley,  Esq.  eldest  sen  of 
Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  Bart  whose  father,  from  designs 
xornished  by  Mr.  Newton,  architect,  gave  the  building  its  present 
elegant'  appearance,  by  adding  the  two  towers,  and  feeing  the 
front  with  stone.  This  house  was  built  in  1713,  about  which 
time  the  family  had  several  extensive  collieries  in  its  neighbour- 

hood. 

•  LawsooY  MS.  f.  7.    "  Jacobs  que  fiat  uxor  Johanna  Stryndlya  obttt 
*eisit,lcc*    Etcaeitsyxvi.  Kief.    Brand, 1. 197. 
t  Grey^  Cfcsf.ee*  via. 
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hood.*  There  was  a  chapel  here  at  which  Edward  the  First 
attended  to  hear  a  bishop  of  boys  perform  the  vesper*  of  St. 
Nicholas, f  Tradition  relates  that  King  John  made  this  one  of 
the  places  of  his  retreat  Robert  de  Gaugy  was  greatly  in  the 
confidence  of  this  monarch,  and  this  village  was  held  of  his 
barony.  Ruins  of  an  old  building  .fortified  on  the  north,  still 
carry  the  name  of  King  John's  Palace*  The  manor  of  Heaton 
belonged  to  the  Babbingtons  of  Harnham  for  many  years;  and 
was  the  seat  of  Sir  Henry  Babbington  in  1628.  A  descendant 
of  this  family,  in  a  low  situation,  recovered  a  share  of  Heaton 
colliery  in  1796* 

Near  Heaton,  on  an  elevated  situation,  is  the  ancient  village 
of  Byker,  which  with  its  park,  was  held  by  Nicholas  de  Biker, 
in  grand  serjeancy,  in  1284.  Robert  de  Biker  died,  seized 
of  two  parts  of  Byker  and  Pampedon,  fifteenth  of  Edward  the 
First  The  Percys  had  it  in  Henry  the  Sixth's  time,  and  Ed- 
ward the  Fourth  granted  it  to  hip  brother  Clarence*  Sir  Ralph 
jLawson  held  it  in  1567,  and  h  still  continues  in  the  same  &» 
nrily.  The  Roman  wall  passed  on  the  north  side  of  this  place* 
The  mock  ruins  were  built  as  ornamental  objects  from  Heaton 
Hall.  The  free-stone  quarries  here,  have  furnished  immense  quan* 
tities  of  ashlars  to  Newcastle,  and  the  neighbouring  collieries. 

Gosforth  parish  formerly  contained  two  chapels,  subject 
to  St  Nicholas,  in  Newcastle.  North  Gosforth  chapel  began 
to  be  disused  in  the  early  part  of  last  century,  and  no  vestige 
at  present  remains  of  it,  but  a  few  grave  stones  in  its  burial 
ground.  The  village  and  barony  were  held  of  %he  crown,  by 
the  ancient  family  of  Surtees,  from  the  time  of  Henry  the  First, 
to  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth.J  Afterwards 
it  came  to  the  Brandlings.  There  are  no  remains  of  this  vil- 
lage.   South  Gosforth  chapel  was  in  existence  in  Henry  the 

Second'* 
•  Univ.  Magaz.  Vol.  LXXXI.  p.  81.    Bourne,  p.  114. 
t  Wardrobe,  Account  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  Edward  tde  Fint 
*  Testa  de  NeviH,  p.  30*.    Wall*,  Yol.  II.  p.  166. 
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Second's  time.  It  has  been  fately  rebuilt;  and  is  remarkable 
for  nothing  but  its  neatness.  Though  the  Testa  de  Nevill  de- 
scribes South  Gosforth  as  in  the  possession  of  the  Surges  family, 
yet  from  the  same  record,  and  other  good  authority,  it  appears 
to  have  been  a  member  of  the  barony  of  Whalton,  of  which  it 
was  held  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  Third,  by  Otwel  Lisle,  by 
ward  sendee.*  The  Lisles  obtained  it  by  marriage,  of  Robert 
Lisle  to  the  daughter  of  Richard  Canvil,  about  the  year  1170. 
This  manor,  and  that  of  Coxlodge,  belonged  to  the  Lisles  of  Pel* 
ton,  in  1567;  in  which  year  North  Gosforth,  among  other  pos- 
sessions, belonged  to  Robert  Brandling,  Esq.  who  was  created  a 
knight  banneret,  after  the  battle  of  Musselburg.f  This  family 
resided  at  Alnwick  Abbey  soon  after  the  dissolution,  and  after* 
wards  at  Felling  Hall,  in  the  county  of  Durham.  Gosforth 
House,  the  seat  of  C.  J.  Brandling,  Esq.  M.  P.  was  built  by 
his  father,  from  designs  by  Pain.  Among  the  paintings  here 
are  several  family  portraits,  and:  a  fine  portrait  of  Rembrandt  by 
himself!  Since  the  building  of  this  mansion  the  grounds  around 
it  hare  been  circled  with  a  broad  girdle  of  wood,  and  their,  un*» 
form  features  broken  with  plantations  and  sheets  of  water. 

Cxamlington  is  a  Tillage  pleasantly  situated  on  a  rising 
ground.  In  its  chapel  is  a  marble  slab,  inscribed  "Orate  pro 
anima.  Thorn*  Lawson,  generosi  qui  obiit  2d.°  die  mensis  Juliv 
A.  D.  1489.  Cujus  animus  propietur  Deus."  Adam  Ribaud, 
held  six  oxgangs  here  of  the  barony  of  Gaugy ;%  and  the  place 
has  had  for  tenants  the  families  of  Trewycke,  Ribblesworth, 
Harbottle,  Hall,  and  Crsmlington,  which  last,  from  small  be* 
gmnings,  had  amassed  considerable  possessions  here,  in  1S8& 
The  Lawsons  obtained  this  place  by  marriage  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Sixth,  and  have  been  possessors  of  it  ever  since. 

The  parish  Church  of  Long  Benton  is  dedicated  to  St.  Bar* 
thokxuew,  and,  with  certain  lands  in  this  parish,  was  given  by 
Sir  Philip  Somerville,  of  Wickmore,  in  Staffordshire,  to  Battel 

College, 

•  Bnwfi  Nswc.  VoL  I.  p.  33*.  t  Ho&  Cfaron.  ToL  IL  p.  991. 

tTsttads^eriU,p.  J87. 
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College,  m  Oxford,  fer  the  maintenance  of  six  scholar*,  lite 
ttenten  Magna,  South  Killingworth,  Walker,  and  the  tiro 
Weetslets,  were  turners  of  Roger  de  Merlay,  Baron  of  Mor- 
peth, from  whom  they  came  by  regular  descent  to  the  present 
Earl  of  Carilrie,  who  sold  then,  in  1600,  to  the  Brandlings  of 
Goafortb,  and  Brownsof  Long  Benton.  The  Griffiths  had  pos*. 
sessions  here  in  1956 ;  and  half  the  ville  belonged  to  the  Thora- 
eena  of  Nether  Witter,  in  1499.  The  batak  dike  in  Walker 
colliery,  hi  this  parish,  is  pore  atone  in  its  centre,  and  on  each 
aide  gradually  foils  into  carbonated  coat 

Lmu  Bbntok,  or  Benton  Parva,  in  Henry  the  Third's 
time,  was  held  under  the  baronies  of  Heron  and  HeppeL  In 
1283,  it  was  the  Lordship  of  Jefty  Scrope,  of  Afasham,  in 
Yorkshire,  ene  of  whose  ftmily  founded  the  chantry  of  the  Vir- 
gin Mary,  m  Long  Benton  church.  It  afterwards  belonged  to 
Ralph,  Lord  Greystoke,  and  in  Henry  the  Sixth's  reign  to 
William  Frtz-Hugh.  Thomas  Bigge,  Esq*  by  his  marriage  with 
»  coheiress  of  John  Hmdmarsh,  Esq.  was  in  possession  of  k 
m  1780,  and  the  two  mansion  houses  hese  are  the  property  of 
this  family. 

Waclsbnd,  the  Segednnam  of  die  Romans,  was  the  station  of 
the  feet  cohort  of  the  Lergi,  and  has  its  modern  name  from 
the  great  stone  barrier  terminating  here.  The  fort  has  been 
about  six  chains  square,  and  the  field  in  which  it  stands  is  called 
the  WM>  or  the  JVoU-Laws.  A  wall  has  led  from  the  south 
end  ef  its  eastern  rampart  to  the  Tyne,  on  the  brink  of  which 
heaps  of  ruins  are  still  diseernable.  "  The  sooth  rampart," 
says  Horsley,  "has  run  along  the  bsow  of  the  hill,  or  at  the 
head  of  the  descent  towards  the  river;  andtheoofefewidfagsor 
town  (as  appears  by  the  hillocks  of  stones  and  rubbish)  has 
stood  upon  the  descent  open  to  the  southern  sun*  andreaohed  to 
the  side  of  the  river.  All  which  is  exactly  agreeable  to  the  rales 
the  Romans  seem  to  hate  almost  inviolably  observed  in  building 
their  stations."  The  steam  engines  of  Wallsend  colliery  are 
nearly  upon  the  site  of  this  station.    In  sinking  the  shaft  of  a 

pit, 
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pit,  very  large  teeth,  and  a  conduit  formed  of  large  stones,  were 
found.  Fragment*  of  beautiful  pottery ;  immense  quantities  of 
bones  and  horns  of  annuals  are  continually  turning  up;  and  in* 
scribed  stones  have  been  built  up  by  the  incurious  masons,  in 
the  works  of  the  colliery.*  Four  centurial  inscriptions,  and  an 
altar  to  Jupiter,  are  given  in  Horsley,  the  originals  of  which  are 
at  the  rectory  of  Ryton.    This  inscription— 

HADR  .... 

MVR.COND.  .  .  . 

HOC  MAR  •  •  •  • 

PQS.COSS.D  .... 

given  by  Ptawmt  m  his  Northern  Tour,  is  a  forgery,  published 
m  the  Newcastle  Journal,  August  6,  1775.  The  ancient  village 
of  WaHsend,  called  by  Letand  paguh  infrequent,  stood  on  the 
site  of  the  station;  the  modern  village  is  a  mile  north  of  it,  and 
contains  a  few  excellent  houses.  The  OldCRureh  dedicated  to 
Holy  Cross,  stood  very  inconveniently  upon  the  brow  of  a  hill, 
and  had  a  long  flight  of  stairs  up  to  it  The  Nevo  Church  wa* 
buflt  under  authority  of  an  act  of  narfiament,  and  opened1  in 
1809. 

u  I  dare  confidently  affirm,"  say*Camden,  «*that  TnstMOVm 
in  the  time  of'  the  Romans  was  called  TunnoceBum  f*  but 
Hordey,  on  rational  grounds,  placed  that  station  at  Boulness, 
on  die  opposite  eml  of  the  wall.f  Recent  discoveries  have, 
however,  proved  that  the  Romans  had  buildings  here.  Two 
inscriptions  were  found  in  178$,  on  the  north  side  of  die  castle, 
act  feet  below  the  surface,  and  in  the  foundation  of  an  ancient 
bufldfag.  They  are  m  the  possession  of  the  tondon  Society  of 
Antaruaries.   One  of  them  is  an  altar  inscribed  in  this  manner:— 

AEL.  RVFVS 
PRAEF  COH 
nn.  LINGO 

NVM 

whMf 
•  Braaffsffewc,  Vol.  L  p.  604.  t  Brit.  Rom.  pp.  10S,  109. 
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which  is  plainly  Co  be  read :  Jovi  optima  tnasvm  JEtiu*  Bufu* 
prafectus  cohortis  quarto  Lingonwn.  This  is,  the  first  mention 
of  the  first  cohort  of  Lingones,  and  of  the  prefect  iEliua 
Bufiis.*  The  other  inscription  is  on  a  tablet  about  twenty- 
me  inches  square  :— 

CYRVM  CVMBAS 

ET  TEMPLVM 

FECIT    CVI 

MAXIMINVS 

USJG:  VI:  VI 

SX  VOTO 

Ch/ruttip  cumbas,  et  templum  fecit  Caius  Julius  Maximinus  Le~ 
gionis  sexUe  victrices  ex  voto.  This  is  the  most  approved  reading. 
The  tiro  first  lines  of  the  original  are,  however,  much  defaced, 
and,  in  different  works  have  been  so  variously  engraven,f  as  to 
make  us,  cautious  in  adopting  the  barbarous  triad,  Gyrum, 
cumbas,  et  templum.  Brand  supposed  that  gyrum  meant  *  a 
circular  harbour  for  the  shipping;?  and,  that  the  word  referred 
to  Prior's  Haven,  adjoining  to  this  place,  and  which,  in  his 
opinion,  had  all  the  appearance  of  having  been  one  of  the 
artificial  harbours  of  the  Romans :  but  Gough  endeavours  to 
prove  that  the  word  has  no  such  meaning.  The  other  reading* 
proposed  for  the  first  line  are,  Cippum  cum  basif  and  Publicum 
doicum  basilicwn.  Perhaps  the  Maximinus  here  mentioned 
was  that  gigantic  favourite  of  Severus,  who,  from  a  pommqn 
soldier  was  made  a  centurion,  then  a  tribune,  and  last  of  all 
became  commander  in  chief,  and  usurped  the  empire. 

Though  the  origin  of  the  monastic  institution  at  this  plaoeJ% 
both  remote  and  uncertain,  it  is  believed  that  a  small  chapel  of 
wood  was  erected  here  in  the  popular  reign  of  Edwine,  king  of 
Northumberland,  and  that  his  daughter,  Rosella,  took  the  veil 
in  itj    His  successor,  St,  Oswald,  rebuilt  it  of  stone.$     On 

account 
•  Gogh's  Camd.  III.  t$6. 

f  Gent,  Mag.  1786,  p.  8*5.  Brand's  Ncwc.  Vol.  II.  p.  6£.  Gooses 
Umd.  Vol.  III.  pi.  xxii.  fig.  15. 

t  UL  CoL  IV.  Ton.  L.  C.  p.  4*.       $  Tut  Not  Mo*.; 


3 


9  I 

^    s 


X        C 


h 


NOBTmrVBERtAND.  tt 

account  of  the  great  number  of  illustrious  persons  who  per- 
formed divine  service  in  the  oratory  of  the  Virgin,  great  local 
sanctity  was  soon  attributed  to  the  place,  and  the  dead  brought 
from  all  parts  of  the  neighbourhood  to  be  buried  at  it*  The) 
royal  martyr,  Oswin,  its  patron  saint.  King  Edred,  and  Henry* 
hermit  of  Coquet  Island,  were  buried  here,  as  afterwards  were 
Malcolm,  King  of  Scotland,  his  son,  Prince  Edward,  and  other 
illustrious  personstf  It  was  destroyed  by  the  Danes ;  and  re- 
fixmded  by  King  Egfrid  between  A.  D.  671  and  685.  Here- 
bald,  the  friend  of  St  John  of  Beverly,  was  a  monk  and  abbot 
here.  The  reiterated  ravages  of  the  Danes  so  entirely  put  out 
the  light  of  Christianity  in  these  parts,  that  the  remembrance 
of  King  Oswin  was  utterly  lost  till  the  time  of  Tosti,  Earl  of 
Northumberland,  when  the  saint  appeared  to  Edmund,  the 
sexton,  and  revealed  the  place  of  his  burial.  The  circumstance 
being  told  to  Judith,  the  earl's  wife,  diligent  search  was  made 
for  the  royal  remains ;  which,  being  discovered,  were  re-com- 
■utted  to  the  earth  with  great  solemnity 4  This  earl,  as  appears 
from  Ldand,  rebuilt  the  monastery  from  the  foundation.  His 
successor,  Wahheo^  gave  it  with  all  its  possessions,  and  St. 
Qswinfs  body,  to  the  monks  of  Jarrow.  Earl  Albrey  con- 
firmed the  grant  to  Jarrow ;  but  both  these  houses  were  soon 
afterwards  made  cells  of  the  church  of  Durham.^  In  1090, 
Earl  Mowbray  refounded  Tjraemouth,  and  filled  it  with  black 
canons;  and,  out  of  enmity  to  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  made  it 
acellto  the  monastery  of  &>tftoi*.||  In  his  unhappy  conspiracy 
against  William  Rufus  he  converted  the  place  into  a  fortress, 
which,  after  a  siege  of  two  months  was  taken  by  storm.  Mow* 
bcay  contrived  to  escape  to  the  castle  of  Bamborough,  where, 
sjbo  finding  himself  insecure,  he  fled  for  sanctuary  here,  but 
was  dragged  from  the  altar  and  imprisoned. 
Vol..  XII.  G  Q» 

•  Lei.  Col.  Vol.  IV.  Tom.  in.  p.  113. 

t  lb.  Vol.  IIL  Tom.  II.  p.  to.    Matt  Paris,  p.  950. 

«LcLCol.VotIV.Tom.ILp.ii3,Ac.       $  Simeon  Don.  Coi.«,S49. 
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On  account  of  the  injury  it  received  from  tfeis  siege  it  was 
rebuilt  about  1110,  in  which  year,  the  remains  of  St.  Oswin 
were  regained  from  Jarrow.  The  monks  of  Durham  made 
several  ineffectual  attempts  to  recover  it  from  the  church  of 
St.  Albans.*  David,  King  of  Scotland,  spared  it  from  the 
general  desolation  in  which  his  arms  involved  Northumberland, 
for  the  consideration  of  twenty-seven  marks  of  silver. f  William 
Pigun,  the  thievish  and  gluttonous  monk  who  stole  the  common- 
seal  of  St.  Albans,  and  committed  a  forgery  with  it,  was  banished 
from  that  house  to  this  cell  at  Thinemue.  His  end  was  mise- 
rable ;  "  for  falling  asleep  in  the  privy,1  after  he  had  over-eaten 
and  drank,  he  never  waked  again  ;  and  the  monks  who  were  in 
the  dorture,  distinctly  heard  a  voice  crying  in  the  privy,  '  take 
him,  Satan !  take  him,  Satan !"  '% 

,  When  William  Trumpintun  was  abbot  of  St.  Alban's,  "  to 
the  end  that  he  might  reign  alone  without  contradiction,  he  re- 
moved his  prior,  Reimund,  the  greatest  monk  then  living,  well 
knowing  that  if  he  subdued  the  chief  the  rest  would  be  hushed 
through  fear,  and  sent  him  away  to  the  cell  of  Thinemue,  which 
is  a  place  of  banishment  for  our  monks,  taking  away  his  books, 
which  had  cost  him  much  pains  to  procure,  and  other  neces- 
saries that  he  might  have  enjoyed,  being  an  ancient  man. 
From  that  time  none  durst  open  their  mouths  against  the  abbot ; 
and  he  went  on  merrily  and  securely,  and  visited  the  cell  of 
Thynemue  and  others,  with  great  retinue,  being  attended  by  a 
great  number  of  kindred,  who  had  never  known  him  before.  I 
will  here  mention  what  is  to  be  done  when  the  abbot  comes  from 
Thynemue :— When  he  goes  thither,  he  is  to  be  attended  by  six 
esquires,  who,  to  this  effect,  have  extraordinary  feofs  of  the  land 
of  the  church*  These  six  shall  be  at  the  abbot's  charge,  both  going 
and  coming,  but  uppn  their  own  horses,  the  which  shall  be 
sightly,  and  strong  enough  to  carry,  according  to  custom,  if 
need  be,  the  habits  of  a  monk  behind  each  squire.    If  any 

horse 
•to.  Dim.  CoL  143.       t  Dug.  Moo.  Vol.  I,  p.  335.    Ric  Ha*,  p,  31C 
X  Stev.  Coat  of  Dug.  Vol  I.  p.  S53. 
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bene  belonging  to  any  of  these  squires  shall  happen  to  die  by 
the  way  the  abbot  is  to  give  him  ten  shillings  for  his  loss.  It 
is  to  be  observed,  that  the  abbot  is  to  ask  the  king's  licence  to 
go  to  such  remote  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  so  near  Scotland, 
whensoever  he  designs  to  repair  to  Thynemue.  When  arrived 
there,  he  is  to  behave  himself  modestly,  correcting  the  family ; 
not  to  be  a  tyrant,  not  squandering  the  provisions  and  stores  of 
.  the  house ;  but  considering  that  be  is  come  thither  to  reform 
all  that  requires  it,  and  to  visit  his  flock  with  fatherly  affec- 
tion. Peace  being  restored,  and  King  John  dying,  William 
resolved  to  visit  Thynemue,  and  other  cells,  and  accordingly 
«et  out  northward.  In  his  way  he  was  attended  by  such  a  mul- 
titude as  looked  like  an  army.  There  he  reformed  what  was 
amiss ;  and  being  desir'd  by  the  prior  to  discharge  him  of  that 
office,  because  he  was  grown  old,  he  intreated  him  to  have 
patience  for  awhile  till  he  could  provide  for  all  things.  The  old 
prior,  with  much  difficulty,  obtained  leave  to  quit  that  dignity, 
and  was  all  the  rest  of  bis  life  kept  by  the  abbot,  as  his  coun- 
sellor, and  at  his  table." * 

Among  the  most  remarkable  features  of  the  history  of  this 
place,  after  this  time,  are  the  following.  The  churches  of 
Eglingham,  Norton,  and  Hartburn,  were  given  to  the  monks  for 
the  purpose  of  mending  their  ale,  and  to  enlarge  their  means  of 
hospitality.  The  prior  mediated  a  peace  between  England  asd 
Scotland,  in  1244;  and  eleven  years  after  obtained  a  charter 
from  Henry  the  Third,  to  hold  a  market  in  his  ville  and  manor 
of  Bewicke.  He  claimed  the  privilege  of  a  market  also  at 
Tynemouth;  but  in  a  suit  on  that  account,  judgment  was 
given  against  him  in  the  King's  Bench.  The  place,  however, 
had  certain  immunities,  which  it  annually  asked  of  the  judges 
itinerant,  by  some  great  public  character,  or  by  its  bailiffs, 
at  the  '  Chille'  Fountain,  in  Gateshead,  when  they  came  from 
York;  or  at  *  Faurstanes,*  when  they  came  from  Cumberland. 
They  returned  the  king's  writ  within  their  respective  lordships, 
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and  were  exempted  from  cornage  by  King  John :  several  viU 
lages  in  Northumberland,  however,  paid  cornage  both  to  St. 
Alban's  and  to  this  house.*  Edward  the  First,  in  1299,  Re- 
stored them  certain  free  customs,  which  the  crown  had  deprived 
them  of,  and  granted  the  prior  to  hare  all  pleas  concerning  his 
men,  lands,  and  tenements,  to  be  pleaded  and  determined  by 
his  own  justices,  the  king's  justices  not  being  permitted  to  enter 
his  liberty,  f  A  fair,  granted  to  the  place  in  1303,  was  re* 
Voked  the  next  year,  on  the  petition  of  the  town  of  Newcastle. 
The  prior  caused  a  pillory  to  be  erected  in  the  village,  in  1307* 
A  riotous  band  of  Northumbrians,  at  the  head  of  whom  were 
Sir  William  de  Middleton,  KnU  and  Walter  de  Seleby,  ravaged 
this  house,  in  1316 ;  but  being  apprehended,  they  were  sent  to 
London  by  shipping,  and  there  tried,  condemned,  and  hanged* 
The  hospital  of  St  Leonard,  at  this  place,  is  of  uncertain 
foundation :  it  existed  in  1320.  Ruins  of  it  are  still  traceable 
a  little  to  the  west  of  Tynemouth,  on  the  road  to  Newcastle.  J 
Hie  queen  of  Edward  the  Second  resided  here  some  time,  In 
1322;  as  had  also  the  queen  of  Edward  the  First,  in  1303. 
The  monastery  was  plundered  by  a  party  of  Scots,  under  the 
Earl  of  Murray,  in  1389.$  Cardinal  Wolsey  wrote  to  Lord 
Dacre,  warden  of  the  marches,  desiring  him,  *  by  all  means 
and  politique  waycs  which  he  could  devise,9  to  bring  one  Ro- 
bert 

*  Stcv.  Cont.  Dog.  II.  p.  79.  Tin.  Chart  f.  oT. 

t  Brand's  Newc.  II.  p.  86.  *  Ibid,  IL  p.  91. 

$  On  August  the  twentieth,  1384,  being  the  festival  of  St  Oswin'a 
Passion,  whilst  a  sailor  was  hewing  a  piece  of  wood  for  his  ship,  at  New- 
castle upon  Tyne,  he  perceived  blood  to  flow  from  it;  bat  recoHectiiig 
the  holy  day,  desisted  from  his  employment.  A  companion  of  Ms  disre- 
garding the  miracle,  came  and  struck  it  again;  bat  immediately  Mood 
gashed  from  every  part  that  was  cat,  as  if  one's  breast  had  been  pierced 
with  a  sword.  The  matter  was  told  to  the  clergy,  who,  with  the  laity, 
approved  of  the  miracle :  the  wood  was  taken  to  Tynemonth,  and  placed 
Vy  the  body  of  the  saint,  in  testimony  of  the  miracle.  Walsmgham,  Ypo. 
Neustp.536. 
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bert  Lambert  to  justice,  who,  on  account  of  murder,  had  taken 
sanctuary  in  the  church  of  this  monastery.* 

Robert  Blakeney,  prior,  with  fifteen  monks  and  three  no-  - 
▼ices  surrendered  this  monastery,  January  the  twelfth,  1539, 
when  an  annual  pension  of  eighty  pounds  was  assigned  to  the 
prior,  and  smaller  ones  to  each  of  the  monks  and  novices.  Its 
site,  with  all  ks  offices,  were  demised,  March  the  ninth,  in  the 
same  year,  on  a  lease  of  twenty-one  years,  and  at  a  yearly  rent 
of  163L  17a.  to  Sir  Thomas  Hilton.  Its  possessions  were  very 
large,  having  twenty-seven  villas  in  Northumberland,  with  their 
royalties  belonging  to  it: — vis.  Tynemouth,  Milnton,  Shields, 
East  Chirton,  East  Preston,  Monkton,  Whitley  (where  they 
had  a  tower)  Murton,  Ersden,  Backworth,  Seghill,  Wolsing- 
fcm,  Dissington,  Elswick,  Wylam,  Hertford,  Cowpen,  Bebside, 
Wekion,  Hauxley,  Ambell,  Eglingham,  Bewick,  Lilburn,  Flat- 
worth,  Middle  Chirton,  West  Chirton.  They  had  the  lands  of 
Royeley  and  Denum,f  a  tower  at  Ben  well,  and  possessions  at 
"  Mokeseiton,  Denton,  Whittingham,  Billymille,  and  Framling- 
UmJ'%  They  had  the  tythes  of  Corbridge,  Ovington,  Wylam, 
Newborn,  Dissington,  Callerton,  Elswick,  Bothal,  Warkworth, 
Ambel,  Rothbury,  and  Wooler,  in  Northumberland;  and  qf 
Hertnes  and  Middleton  upon  Tees,  in  Durham.  Several  mes- 
suages in  Newcastle  belonged  to  them,  as  also  the  impropria- 
tions and  advowsons  of  the  churches  of  Tynemouth,  Wood- 
horn,  Whalton,  Bolam,  Bewick,  Eglingham,  Hartburn,  Shil- 
bottle,  and  Haltwesel,  in  Northumberland ;  and  those  of  Cons- 
clili  in  Durham.  The  Benedictine  monastery  on  Cocquet  Island 
was  a  cell  to  this  house.  Their  whole  possessions,  in  1539,  were 
estimated  at  7061  10b.  8£<L  a  year.$    These  continued  in  the 
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•  Brand's  Newc.  Vol.  U.  p.  105. 

t  Ibid.  p.  110.    Grose,  Vol.  IV.  p.  146. 

t  Law.  MS.  f.  IS.    Brand's  Newc  p.  110. 

$  MS.  in  the  Aagm.  Office.    Brand,  Vol.  II.  p.  111.    Dugdate  values 
it  at387L  10s.  5d.— Speed  at  5111. 4s.  id.— and  Stereos'  Coatiauatioa  says, 
i  fill.  4s.  l{d.  warn  dara  S97L  10s,  $\d.  per  ana." 
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hands  of  the  king  till  Edward  the  Sixth,  in  1550,  gave  them 
in  fee  to  John  Dudley,  then  Earl  of  Warwick ;  but  on  that 
nobleman's  attainder  they  again  reverted  to  the  crown,  and,  in 
1567,  were  enumerated  amongst  the  queen's  possessions  in 
Northumberland.* 

The  church  was  parochial  till  1659,  when  a  part  of  its  roof 
is  said  to  have  fallen  in,  and  killed  five  or  six  soldiers.f  On 
account  of  this  great  "  decay,  and  the  parishioners  in  the  late 
civil  wars  being  often  debarred  the  liberty  of  a  free  resort  to  it, 
another  was  begun  to  be  built,  in  1659,  and  being  afterwards 
finished,  was  consecrated,  in  1668,  by  Bishop  Cosins."J  The 
cemetry  here,  however,  continues  to  be  used;  but  the  little 
oratory  of  St.  Mary,  which,  a  hw  years  ago,  was  in  great  per- 
fection, and  occasionally  used  at  funerals,  has  lately  suffered 
great  desecration,  having  had  its  windows  walled  up,  and  being 
converted  into  a  magazine  for  military  stores.  This  oratory  is 
nine  feet  broad,  and  eighteen  feet  long.  '«  It  is  adorned,"  says 
Grose,  "  with  intersecting  arches,  and  the  ceiling  ornamented 
with  figures  in  relief,  representing  Christ  and  the  twelve  Apos- 
tles. These  are  enclosed  in  roundels,  having  an  inscription 
under  each  of  them,  in  the  old  text  hand :  both  these  and  the 
figures  are  as  fair  and  perfect  as  when  first  executed.  This 
chapel  is  lighted  by  a  round  window.  On  each  side  of  the  door 
are  two  heads,  in  a  style  much  superior  to  that  of  the  general 
taste  of  the  age  in  which  they  were  supposed  to  have  been  done; 
and  over  the  same  door  are  two  escutcheons,  the  dexter  one 
charged  with  bearings  of  Vesey,  a  cross  sable  ;  the  sinister,  the 
bearings  of  Brabant  and  Lucy,  quarterly/'^  Hutchinson  con- 
ceived this  place  contained  the  shrine"  and  tomb  of  St.  Oswin. 
But  we  believe,  with  Grose,  that  the  arms  just  mentioned  are 
those  of  the  Percys,  for  the  Tynemouth  Chartulary  mentions 
"  the  new  chapel  of  St.  Mary,"  in  1336;  and  MS.  authorities 
in  the  Bodlean  and  Bcnnet  college  libraries,  quoted  by  Brand, 

prov<5 

♦  Law.  MS.  f.  13.         t'Tlinr.  St.  Pap.  Vol.  VI.  p.  431. 
J'Wag.  Biit.  Vol.  III.  p.  694.  Ed,  1784,  4  Hatch.  II.  &)& 


NORTHUMBERLAND.  87 

prove  that  Lord  Henry  Percy,  about  that  time,  was  a  great  bene- 
factor to  this  church,  having  bestowed  100  marks  and  more  than 
1000  trees,  to  assist  in  its  reparation,  after  it  had  been  destroyed 
by  the  Scots.*  To  this  date  may  also  be  fixed  the  origin  of  the 
greatest  parts  of  the  edifices,  as  they  stood  at  the  dissolution. 
They  indeed  appear  to  have  been  the  work  of  different  ages  ; 
many  of  the  arches  being  ornamented  with  the  zig-zag,  several 
of  them  semi-circular,  and  others  pointed. 

Colonel  Edward  Villiers  was  governor  of  this  castle  in  1665, 
and  died  in  1707.  Much  of  the  priory  was  "  pulled  down  by 
him,  for  erecting  the  barraeks,  light-house,  his  own  house,  near 
it,  and  other  edifices;  he  likewise  stripped  off  the  lead  which 
till  then  had  covered  the  church.  This  I  was  informed  by  an 
ancient  man,  who  lived  near  the  spot ;  and  who  likewise  said  a 
great  deal,  particularly  a  long  gallery,  had  fallen  down  of  itself. 
Towards  the  south  side  this  monastery  seems  to  have  been  sur- 
rounded by  a  double  enceinte  of  walls.  The  graves  of  many 
persons,  said  to  have  been  slain  in  the  siege,  are  frequently 
visible  in  a  dry  summer,  without  the  walls  of  the  place."f  In 
these  banks  are  also  apparent  a  seam  of  coals,  and  a  metallic  vein, 
which  has  produced  a  small  quantity  of  lead. 

During  the  years  we  were  threatened  with  French  invasion, 
these  light  and  elegant  remains  suffered  greatly  by  the  military 
arrangements  made  at  that  time.  Sufficient  specimens  of  them, 
howerer,  are  left  to  point  out  the  extent  and  ancient  magnificence 
of  the  establishment;  though  more  wanton  and  more  needless 
desecration  was  never  committed  upon  any  spot  than  this. 

John  Wcthemstedc,  a  learned  and  voluminous  divine  and  his- 
torian, while  he  was  prior  here,  was  promoted  to  the  abbacy  of 
St  Albans,  upon  whicli  occasion  he  gave  to  his  house  a  chalice 
of  gold.}:  John  of  Tyncmouth,  also,  an  eminent  sacred  biogra- 
pher, was  born  and  flourished  here.  He  was  vicar  of  Tync* 
mottfc  in  1366.    His  greatest  work  he  called  Sanctilogium  Ser- 

G  4  vorum 
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varum  DeL*    His  Golden  History,  in  twenty  books,  is  extant  in, 
the  library  at  Lambeth.f 

We  have  before  mentioned  that  Tynemwih  Quite  was  tw« 
months  besieged  by  William  Rufus.  J  Henry  Lord  Percy,  about 
the  year  1S86,  gave  100  marks  towards  building  a  gate  here ; 
and,  under  1379,  the  Tynemouth  Chartulary  describes  the  pri? 
pry  as  "  a  certain  fortified  and  walled  place,  to  resist  the  malice 
of  the  enemies  of  the  kingdom."    In  Queen  Elizabeth's  time  it 
had  one  master-gunner  at  eightpence  a  day,  and  six  inferior 
gunners  at  sixpence  a  day  each.  J     At  present,  says  Camden,  it 
glories  in  a  noble  and  strong  castle,  which,  in  the  language  of 
an  old  writer,  "  is  made  inaccessible  on  the  east  and  north  side 
by  a  rock  over  the  ocean ;  but,  on  the  other  sides,  on  account  of 
its  lofty  situation,  is  easily  defended."  ||     The  Earl  of  New- 
castle put  it  into  a  posture  of  defence  in  164-2.    He  sent  to  it, 
from  Newcastle,  six  great  guns  and  300  soldiers,  and  threw  up 
trenches,  and  built  a  fort  to  defend  the  haven  ;fl  but  it  was 
obliged  to  surrender  to  General  Levin,  in  1644*,  when  thirty? 
eight  pieces  of  ordnance,  and  great  store  of  ammunition  and 
provisions  fell  into  his  hands.    The  garrison  were  allowed  to 
march  out  with  their  baggage ;  but  bound  themselves  to  submit 
to  the  instructions  of  parliament.    Before  this  surrender  the 
soldiers  had  suffered  so  much  by  the  plague  that  the  com- 
mander in  chief  had  fled  out  of  it;**  and  six  prisoners  who  had 
been  taken  in  Northumberland,  made  their  escape  in  a  tem- 
pestuous night,  "  through  a  privy  built  on  the  north  side  of  the 
castle ;  and  though  the  rock  is  very  high,  yet,  with  sheets  sewed 
together,  they  let  themselves  down."ft     On  Colonel  Lilburne's 
revolt,   in  1648,  this  fortress  was  stormed,  and  all  found  in 
arms  in  it  were  put  to  death !    Lilburne  was  decolated,  and 
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Us  bead  stuck  Upon  a  pole !  After  long  neglect  the  batteries 
were  repaired*  and  the  castle  made  a  depot  for  arms  and  mili- 
tary stores  in  178S;  at  which  time  Major  Drunford  discovered 
Che  two  Roman  inscriptions.  Little  remains  of  this  ancient  bul- 
wark except  a  strong  gate-way,  the  approach  to  which  has  been 
lately  flanked  with  bastions,  in  the  true  gingerbread  style.  The 
tillage  of  Tynemouth  is  much  frequented  in  the  bathing  season; 
and  very  convenient  warm  and  cold  baths  have  been  erected  in 
the  Friar's  Haven. 

The  four  wards  of  the    town  of  North   Shields  con-' 
tained,  in  1801,  not  less  than  891  houses,  and  7,2$0  persons. 
In  a  case  between  the  town    of  Newcastle  and  the  Prior 
of  Tynemouth,   tried  in  the  King's  Bench,  in  1292,  it  ap- 
peared that,  at  this  town,  where  there  had  been  certain  Bmall 
dwellings,  the  prior  of  Tynemouth  had  built  a  quay  and  twenty* 
shx  houses,  and  that  these  houses  were  tenanted  by  fishers, 
brewers,  and  victuallers,  so  rich  as  to  be  able  to  give  loading 
and  victuals  for  100  or  200  ships ;  and  that,  because  all  this  was 
done  to  the  great  loss  of  the  king's  revenue,  and  the  detriment 
of  the  town  of  Newcastle,  judgment  was  given   against  the 
prior,  and  he  was  ordered  to  remove  all  these  new  erections  at 
his  own  charge.*    As  Newcastle  continued  to  insist  upon  having 
the  sole  right  of  holding  a  market  upon  the  navigable  part  of  the 
Tyne,  the  want  of  one  was  much  complained  of  at  this  place  by 
its  inhabitants,  and  the  sea-faring  people  that  frequented  it,  in 
the  time  of  Cromwell,  who,  it  should  seem,  had  serious  inten- 
tions of  constituting  it  a  market-town,  f     But  the  measure  was, 
at  that  time,  prevented  by  the  breaking  up  of  parliament,  and 
■umy  years  elapsed  before  this  desirable  privilege  was  obtained. 
The  plague  raged  here  in  1635.    We  have  before  noticed,  that 
the  parish  church  was  built  in  1659.    It  is  a  plain  but  commo- 
djoot  edifice,  conveniently  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the 
town :  it  has  at  various  times  undergone  alterations  and  enlarge* 
Brents;  and,  some  years  ago,  a  steeple  was  erected,  and  six 
musical  bells  placed  therein.     Charity  schools,  on  the  improved 

systems 
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systems  of  education,  have  been  lately  founded  here :  they  are 
supported  by  annual  benefactions.  The  oldest  part  of  the  town 
is  ar  long  narrow  street,  on  the  brink  of  the  river,  which,  for 
dirt  and  bustle,  and  confusion,  is  no  where  better  equalled  than 
in  Wapping.  The  improvements  and  enlargements  here  have, 
however,  been  carried  on  of  late  years  on  a  very  extensive  scale* 
Many  new  streets  have  been  built,  others  are  now  building,  and 
several  more  have  been  planned.  Dockwray  Square,  a  place  of 
considerable  neatness,  is  the  most  fashionable  part  of  the  town ; 
being  chiefly  inhabited  by  wealthy  ship-owners.  An  elegant 
inn,  built  by  the  Duke  of  Northumberland ;  a  new  market- 
place, on  the  side  of  the  river ;  and  a  public  library,  are 
amongst  the  latest  improvements.  At  the  foot  of  the  town  are 
two  light-houses,  maintained  by  the  Trinity-house  of  New- 
castle ;  and  near  them  Clifford's  fort,  built  in  1672  ;*  taken  by 
the  Scots  1644  ;+  and  which  effectually  commands  all  vessels 
entering  the  river.J 

At  Chirton>  in  this  parish,  Mr.  Gardiner  wrote  that  severe 
stricture  on  the  coal  trade,  entitled  "  Englands  Grievance  Dis- 
covered/' Mr.  Collingwood,  brother  of  the  late  Lord  Colling- 
wood,  and  Mr.  Cardonnell,  author  of  "  Picturesque  Antiquities 
of  Scotland,"  have  each  a  residence  here.  It  has  been  conjec- 
tured $  that  this  place  had  its  name  from  having  been  the  site  of 
a  Roman  fort:  for  in  the  fields  of  East  Chirton  there  was  a 
place,  in  1520,  called  "  Blake  Chestres."||  CullercoaU  is  a 
small  bathing -town,  inhabited  chiefly  by  fishermen.  Here  are 
warm  and  cold  baths,  a  ballast  hill,  the  ruins  of  an  old  pier, 
of  a  waggon-way  for  coals,  and  behind  the  village  a  neglected 
quaker  burial-ground.  Whitley  contains  fifty-five  houses,  some 
of  them  inhabited  by  genteel  families ;  this  village  was  held  of 
the  prior  of  Tynemouth,  by  the  singular  service  of  making,  at 
the  tower  thereof,  a  large  annual  feast,  called  « le  conveyes/  to 
the  members  of  the  monastery  and  certain  of  its  dependents, 
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on  Innocent**  Day,  and  the  day  after.  As  horse*  and  dogs  were 
included  in  the  number  of  the  guests  it  is  probable  that  hunting 
made  one  part  of  the  amusement.*  The  Monk's  Stone,  near 
the  village  of  Monkseaton,  is  nothing  more  than  the  remains  of 
an  ancient  cross ;  upon  the  pedestal  of  which  is  this  "  idle  and 
modern"  inscription :  "  O  Horor  to  Kill  a  man  For  a  Pigee 
head.99  This  motto  Mr.  Grose,  with  considerable  hesitation, 
attributes  to  a  liquorish  monk  of  the  cell  of  Tynemouth,  who 
strolling  to  the  castle  of  Seaton  Delaval,  cut  off  a  pig's  head 
from  the  spit,  and  made  the  best  of  his  way  homewards  with  it. 
Mr.  Delaval,  on  his  return  from  hunting,  enraged  at  this  au- 
dacity, remounted  his  horse,  and  pursuing  the  offender,  over- 
took him  at  this  place,  and  so  belaboured  him  with  his  hunting 
gad,  that  his  death,  which  happened  within  a  year  and  a  day, 
was  laid  to  his  charge.  As  an  expiation  of  the  deed  this  obe- 
lisk was  erected,  and  the  manor  of  Elsig  (or  Elswick)  conveyed 
to  the  monastery* 

Earsdon  Church  is  a  plain  ancient  building,  dedicated  to 
St.  Alban,  and  is  subject  to  Tynemouth,  to  which,  with  the 
manor  and  tythes  of  Earsdon,  it  belonged  in  1097*  The  manor 
paid  six  shillings  a  year  cornage  to  the  prior  of  Su  Alban's* 

Seaton  Delaval  is  situated  upon  a  gentle  slope,  and  though 
the  surrounding  country  is  flat  and  tame,  yet  the  magnificence 
of  the  building,  the  extent  of  the  pleasure  grounds,  and  its  con- 
tiguity to  the  sea,  renders  it  an  interesting  spot.  The  site  of 
the  ancient  castle  was  a  little  to  the  south-west  of  the  present 
structure;  but  its  walls  have  been  entirely  razed,  its  ditches 
levelled,  and  nothing  is  now  left  of  the  first  establishments  of 
this  family  except  the  chapel.  This  little  venerable  pile  is  one 
of  the  purest  and  most  perfect  specimens  of  Norman  architec- 
ture in  the  kingdom.  Except  in  its  roof,  it  seems  to  have  un- 
dergone very  few  alterations.  Above  the  west  door,  within  and 
without,  are  six  shields,  charged  with  arms  of  the  Delavals* 
The  arches,  at  the  entrance  into  the  chancel  and  above  the 

altar 
*  Tynem.  Chart,  f.  68. 
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altar,  art  supported  by  short  columns,  with  plain  heavy  capi- 
tals, and  wrought  with  double  tiers  of  zig-zag*  The  walls  are 
decorated  with  pieces  of  armour,  tattered  banners  and  escutr 
cheoas.  There  are  also  here  two  old  monuments— one  of  tbera 
af  recumbent  figure  of  a  knight  templar  in  armour,  resting  upon 
his  left  arm,  his  shield  plain,  and  the  other  a  neatly  executed 
recumbent  figure  of  a  female,  with  her  hand*  elevated.  Each 
of  them  have  a  dog  at  their  feet,,  the  usual  emblem  o£&fth« 
fulness. 

Sea**  q  Delaval  was  built  by  Admiral  Delaval,  after  a  design 
of  his  friend  Sir  John  Vanbrugh.  Reynolds  contributed  much 
to  rescue  the  bold'  and  extraordinary  genius  of  this  architect 
from  that  unmerited  neglect  to  which  it  had  been  consigned  by 
jealousy  and  vulgar  criticism.  The  porticos,  the  halt,  and  the 
saloon,  are  the  chief  features  of  this  edifice.  The  offices  in  thA 
lowest  story  me  all  arched  with  stone.  The  wings  range  at 
right  angles  with  the  north  front  of  the  house.  They  have  fine 
arcades  along  the  whole  length  of  their  front*;  and  contain  the 
kitchen,  &c.  on  the  west  side  *•,  and  very  noble  stables  on  the 
east.  The  large  addition  to  the  east  end  of  the  southern  front 
has  broken  the  uniformity  of  Vanbrugh's  design,  though  it  ha* 
been  executed  in  his  style.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  family 
to  have  made  a  corresponding  addition  on  the  west,  but  as  the 
present  erections  are  in  extent  more  like  a  royal  palace  than 
the  country  seat  of  a  subject,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  plan 
should  be  ever  finished.  Among  the  most  remarkable  produc- 
tions of  art  in  this  house  are— a  fine  full  length  portrait  of 
Charles  the  Twelfth  of  Sweden,  in  the  fruit  room;  very  fine  full 
length  pictures  of  the  princess  of  Medina,  and  one  of  her. 
daughters;  the  mother  of  the  present  Mr.  Delaval,  and  one  picture 
of  seven,  and  another  of  four  of  her  children,  by  Pond;  with  a  pic- 
ture of  Sir  Ralph  Delaval,  coasting  admiral  in  the  time  of  Charlea 
the  Second,  and  several  other  family  portraits  in  the  saloon.     la 

the 
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the  gflt  parlour  are  heads  of  Sir  Francis  Drake  and  Sir  John 
Delaval,  of  Hartley;  and,  in  the  mahogany  parlour,  heads  of 
Admiral  George  Delaval,  and  his  friend  Sir  John  Jennings, 
both  by  Lely.  The  original  picture  of  the  Duchess  of  Cum- 
berland, by  Reynolds,  from  which  the  mezzotinto  engraving 
was  taken,  is  also  here. 

The  pleasures  grounds  are  extensive,  and  great  attention  hat 
been  paid  to  adapt  them  to  the  situation.  In  spite  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  sea,  the  trees  in  the  lawn  are  healthy,  and  hove 
attained  a  venerable  size ;  but  in  the  sea-walk,  and  where  the 
-plantations  are  narrow,  they  are  stunted  and  miserably  shat- 
tered. A  fine  obelisk,  about  half  a  mile  south  of  the  house, 
lias  been  happily  placed  in  the  dead  flat  towards  Tyneraouth. 
The  mausoleum  was  built  by  the  late  Lord  Delaval,  in  memory 
of  hit  son,  who  died  about  his  twentieth  year.* 

Seaton 

*  Tbb  family  came  into  England  with  William  the  Conqueror,  to  whom 
they  were  related  by  the  marriage  of  Gay  Delaval  to  Dionisia,  second 
daughter  of  Robert,  Earl  of  Mortagne,  and  William's  niece.  In  1121, 
Hubert  de  k  Val  gave  to  the  monks  of  Tynemoath,  the  tythes  of  Seaton, 
CaDertea,  and  Dissington.  *  Kichard  of  Hexham,  flourished  between 
llMaod  1189,t  and  says,  that  Robert  de  StUcn,  with  Richald,  hi*  mother* 
gave  to  the  church  of  Hexham  a  moiety  of  the  ville,  called  Aebewic ;  and 
that  afterwards  this  Ricked,  mother  of  Robert  de  la  Vol,  gave  to  the  same 
chavcfc  afl  her  right  of  the  other  moiety  of  Achewic.  These  axe  enume- 
sated  among  benefactions  to  Hexham,  by  David,  King  of  Scots,  and 
King  Htiyhen,  and  may  therefore  be  dated  between  1125  and  1154.$ 
Dqgdale  mentions  a  Hugh  Delaval,  in  1139 ;  and  a  Gny  Delaval,  the  ca- 
pital seat  of  whose  barony  was  in  Yorkshire.  Jolin  '  DevaP  was  liberated 
frosn  a  Scotch  prison  in  1174  ;§  and  Gilbert  Delaval  ivas  one  of  the  twenty- 
five  batons  sworn,  respecting  the  execution  of  Magna  Chart*,  and  Charta 
Foresta,  by  the  pope.  I  Eustace  Delaval  held,  in  capite,  of  Henry  the 
Third,  Bfack-Callerten,  with  Seiton  and  its  members,  Newsham  and  Dis- 
eJBgton,  lor  two  knights'  fees  of  the  old  feofment.f  Hugh  Delaval  married 
Maad,  daughter  and  Heiress  of  Hugh  de  Bolbec :  **  he  was  alive  in  12*?, 
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Seaton  was  in  possession  of  the  prior  of  Tywemouth  in  1079,^ 
and  paid  4-ld.  a  year  cornage  to  the  abbot  of  St.  Albans.  The 
manor,  however,  comprised  a  part  of  the  barony  •£  Delaval  in 

1121, 

*  Brand's  Ncwc.  Vol.  II.  p,  *7. 

bat  died  withont  issue.  Eustace  succeeded  Hugh,  and  the  next  after  him 
was  Robert,  who  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  William,  Lord  Grey* 
stoke.  This  Robert  was  consin  and  heir  of  Andrew  de  Smethton,  *  who,  ht 
1311,  died  sensed  of  the  manor  of"  Seiton  Delavale,  and  the  ville  of  North 
Dissington."  Lord  Josceline  D'evil  was  one  of  the  barons  who  suffered  in 
the  bloody  quarrel  stirred  op  by  the  "  she- wolf  of  France.'?  William  De- 
laval, sheriff  of  Northumberland  in  1375,  married  Christiana,  daughter  of 
Robert  de  Eslington.  There  was  a  Sir  Robert  Delaval,  in  1378;  he  was 
succeeded  by  Sir  Henry  Delaval,  who  dying  withont  issue,  his  ville  of 
*  Calverdon,'  and  its  members,  went  to  John  Turpm,  of  Whitchester,  who 
had  married  his  sister  Alice ;  but  she  also  dying  withont  issoe,  a  third  of 
the  barony  descended  to  his  sister  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  de  Turpm. 
One  Manberye  had  half  of  "  Seiton  Delaval,  North  Dissington,  and 
Hartelawe,"  in  140?.  After  this,  great  part  of  the  family  possessions 
seem  to  have  centered  in  William  Delaval,  of  Benwell,  who  was  alive  in 
1435.  A  Whitchester,  however,  held  a  third  part  of  the  manor  of  Seiton 
Delaval  in  1450.  t  Sir  John  Delaval,  who  was  four  times  sheriff  of 
Northumberland,  and  the  last  time,  in  1570,  was  possessed  of  "  Seiton 
Delaval,  Black-Callerton,  Brandon,  half  of  Bydlesden,  the  ville  of  Hart- 
ley, and  other  possessions,''  in  the  tenth  of  Elizabeth.  §  His  eldest  son,  John, 
does  not  appear  to  have  lived  to  inherit  the  estate;  for,  in  1575, 'we  find  it 
in  the  hands  of  Sir  Robert ;  of  his  son  Ralph  in  1605 ;  then  of  bit  grandson 
Robert ;  and  then  of  his  cousin  Ralph,  who  was  created  a  baronet  in 
1660.  This  title,  in  the  next  generation,  became  extinct  in  Sir  John  Dela- 
val whose  only  daughter  married  John  Rogers,  Esq.  and  at  whose  decerns* 
the  family  possessions  came  to  George  Delaval,  of  South  Dissington,  who 
had  three  sons,  Sir  J  Am,  of  Hartley,  Edward,  of  Dissington,  and  Admiral 
George.  Edward  had  issue  by  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  Francis  Blake,  of 
Ford  Castle,  one  son,  Sir  Francis  Blake  Delaval,  who  mairied  Miss  Hussy 
ap  Preace,  grand-daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Hussy,  of  Doddington,  in  Lin- 
om shire.  The  produce  of  this  marriage  was  numerous.  The  eldest  son, 
named  after  his  rather,  was  created  a  Knight  of  the  Bath,  at  the  coronation  of 
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1121,  and  has  continued  in  that  family  ever  since.    The  hai* 
bear  here  was  formed  by  Sir  Ralph  Delaval,  Bart.     "  Charles 
the  Second,  who  had  a  great  taste  for  matters  of  this  kind,  mad* 
him  collector  and  surveyor  of  his  own  port."*    It  is  called  Sea* 
ton*SIaice,  from  the  sluice  and  flood-gates  which  Sir  Ralph 
invented  to  scour  the  harbour.    The  salt  trade  has  diminished. 
The  copperas  and  glass  works  were  commenced  by  Thomas 
Delaval,  Esq.  who,  having  resided  some  time  at  Hamburgh, 
obtained  considerable   wealth,    and  a  passion  for  commerce. 
He  also  planned  the  new  entrance  into  the  harbour,  which  was 
executed  by  the  late  Lord  Delaval,  his  brother,  to  whom  bo 
sold  all  his  concern  at  this  place.     The  new  entrance  is  cut 
through  a  fine  free-stone,  and  is  nine  hundred  feet  long,  thirty  feet 
broad,  and  fifty-two  feet  deep.    The  harbour  is  capable  of  hold- 
ing twelve  or  fourteen  sail  of  vessels,  each  of  two  or  three  bun* 
dred  tons  burden. 

Hartley,  a  village  about  half  a  mile  south  of  Seatoa- 
Sluice,  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  Third,  was  held  by  knights' 
service  of  the  barons  of  Gaugy.  The  Hetton  family  had  half 
this  manner  in  1352,f  and  the  other  half  appears  to  have  been 
considered  as  a  member  of  the  Delaval  barony,  from  the 
twelfth  of  Richard  the  Second  to  the  tenth  of  Elizabeth,  J 
when  it  was  wholly  in  the  hands  of  Sir  John  Delaval.  On 
Bate?  Island,  opposite  Hartley,  was  formerly  a  small  chapel, 
dedicated  to  Sl  Mary,  and  a  hermitage,  both  desolated.    Lord 

Delaval 

•  Hutc.  Vol.  II. 
t  Lawsoo's  MS.  f.  4.  t  Wallace,  II.  278. 

George  the  Third :  be  dying  without  issue,  in  1771,  was  succeeded  by  his 
toother,  Sir  John  Hussy  Delaval,  who  was  created  a  peer,  by  the  title  of 
ftsvoa  Delaval,  of  Ireland,  and  afterwards  «*f  England.  He  married  first 
k  Robinson,  by  whom  he  had  one  sod,  who  died  a  minor.  His  second 
i  was  to  Miss  Knight,  January,  1803.  His  lordship  died  in  1808, 
i  the  entailed  estate  came  to  his  brother,  Edward  Hussy  Delaval,  of 
OnoMiogtoo,  Esq.  its  present  possessor,  and  the  personal  property  was  be* 
to  bis  leKct. 
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Defeval  formed  a  small  harbour  here,  for  refuge  te  the  fishermen 
in  storms.  The  fucus  lycopodioides  abounds  on  die  stems  of 
fucus  digitalis  on  this  island,  and  along  the  coast  towards  Tyne- 
mouth. 

Halliwell  was  held  by  soceage  tenure  of  the  barony  of 
John  Baliol,  by  Eustace  Delaval,  whose  descendants  had  pro- 
perty here  in  1435.  Over  the  door  of  an  old  mansion-house  of 
Ralph  Bates,  Esq.  of  Mitburn  House,  is  inscribed  MEDIO  ....  I A 
FIRMA.  1656.  This  village  has  its  name  from  St.  Mary's  WeH, 
which  is  medicinal,  and  turns  to  a  deep  purple  with  galls.  * 
Bachvorth  was  anciently  a  possession  of  the  prior  of  Tyne- 
mouth ;  and,  since  the  dissolution,  has  been  many  years  the  re- 
sidence of  the  ancestors  of  R.  W.  Grey,  its  present  owner, 
who  built  the  new  mansion-house  there.  Burroden,  a  strong  old 
fortress,  **wfe  the  seat  of  Bertram  Anderson  in  1552.  f  lit 
is  the  property  of  the  Ogles  of  Cawsey-Park,  but  in  ruins. 

$fc&Hiii  was  mistaken,  by  Camden,  for  Segedunum.  It  be- 
lril^kl^tf  Tynemouth  Priory  in  1097.  A  branch  of  the  Mit- 
ftfifd  femily  resided  here,  and  built  the  tower  and  afterwards  a 
IHtfnsRyff-'house,  both  of  which  are  at  present  in  ruins.  Since 
theirfRhe  it  belonged  to  the  Allgoods,  of  Nunwick,  who  sold  k 
to  the  late  Sir  Francis  Blake,  of  Twizell  Castle,  Bart 

South  Blythe  has  a  commodious  port  for  small  vessels. 
The  bishops  of  Durham  have  jurisdiction  over  the  river  and  the 
wastes,  between  high  and  low  water  marks.   Formerly  they  had. 
royal  rights  upon  it.    The  yearly  rent  for  anchorage  here,  at 
four-pence  a  ship,  in  1346,  was  only  three  shillings  and  four- 
pence.  The  coal-trade  flourished  here  during  the  siege  of  New- 
castle ;  but,  after  that,  Gardiner  complained  bitterly  against  tho 
corporation  of  that  town  for  impeding  the  commerce,  and  espe~» 
ctally  the  coal-trade  of  Blythe  and  Hartley.  J     That  grievance 
has,  however,  been  removed,  upwards  of  fifty  sail  of  vessels  be- 
ing registered  here.    The  chapel  of  Blythe  was  built  by  Sir  RC-> 
W.  Ridley,  Bart  who  also  provides  a  chaplain  to  it  at  h$m 

QW*fc 

•  W*His,  1. 18.  t  Leg.  March,  p.  <!3.  t  Engl.  Griev.  p.  1S7.  _ 
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owoexpcae?.  tfrvosham  was  held,  in  cajrite,  of  Henry  the  Third, 
by  Eustace  Qelaval,  and  belonged  to  one  of  that  family  in  1460, 
It  was  the  seat  of  Thomas  Cramlington,  Esq.  in  1567,  whose 
descendant,  Robert,  having  his  estate  sequestered  by  parliament, 
io  1652,  tliis  manor,  and  that  of  South  Blythe,  were  purchased 
by  Col.  Thomas  RatclifF,  and  at  present  are  possessions  of  Sir 
M.  W.  Ridley. 

Stanninoton  was  a  member  of  the  barony  of  Roger  Mer- 
Isy,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third.  *  At  his  death  it  was  di- 
vided by  the  marriage  of  his  daughter,  Mary,  to  William  Lord 
Greystoke,  and  of  Johanna,  to  Robert  de  Somerville.  The 
noiety  which  fell  to  the  C.reystokes  descended  to  the  Dacres, 
and  from  thence  to  the  Howards.  The  other  half  went  from 
the  Somervilles,  in  the  twenty-ninth  of  Edward  the  Third,  to 
Sir  "  Rhese  ap  Griffith,'9  by  his  marriage  with  Joan,  eldest 
daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Sir  Philip  Somerville :  and  to  Maud, 
his  grand-daughter  by  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  John  Stafford,  f 
The  Griffiths  for  some  time  had  a  fourth  part  of  the  manor ; 
but  the  whole  of  the  Somerville  moioty  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Tlorntona,  of  Netherwitton,  in  1567.  t  The  rectory  and  ad- 
Towson  of  the  vicarage  were  granted  to  the  abbey  of  Newminster, 
by  Roger  de  Somerville,  in  1333  ;  and  Roger  de  Merlay,  who 
died  in  1£64,  founded  a  chantry  in  this  church  to  the  Blessed 
Virgin,  and  endowed  it  with  lands  and  privileges  at  Clifton  and 
Caldwell,  in  this  parish. 

Hojiton  chapel  was  formerly  subject  to  Woodhorn,  but 
severed  from  it  in  1768.  Two  maiden  sisters  of  Admiral 
George  Delaval  lived  in  Horion  Castle,  remains  of  which  were 
existing  in  1309,  when  its  foundations  were  razed  and  its  fosse 
levelled.  Edward  the  Tirst  pardoned  the  prior  of  Tynemouth 
for  acquiring  lands  in  "  Hertford,  Pebesset  on  Blythe,  Coopen, 
Ac"  without  license  of  mortmain.  §  Bcbdd*,  after  the  disso- 
lution, belonged  to  John  Ogle,  Esq.  in  1567,  and  to  Edward 
Vol,  XII.  H  Delaval, 

•  Testa  de  NeriB,  p.  383.  1  Mag.  Brit.  *  Law.  MS.  f.  1 6. 

j  Brand's  Newc  II.  88. 
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Delaval,  Esq.  in  1628.  It  was  sold  to  John  Johnson^  Esq.  about 
the  year  1700,  from  whom  it  descended  to  Mr.  Ward,  its  pre- 
sent possessor.  Hartford- House,  the  seat  of  William  Burdon, 
Esq.  was  built  after  a  design  of  Mr.  Stokoe,  architect,  New- 
castle. It  is  well  situated  upon  the  woody  declivities  of  the 
Bly the,  which,  in  this  neighbourhood,  affords  very  excellent 
landscape.  This  manor  paid  five-pence  farthing  coinage  to 
the  abbey  of  St.  Alban's. 

Bedlingtonshire  is  a  parish,  in  Chester  ward,  in  the  county 
ef  Durham,  and  lies  between  the  rivers  Wansbeck  and  Blythe. 
It  measures  about  191,000  acres,  and,  in  1801,  contained  1196 
persons.    It  was  a  royal  franchise  under  the  bishops  of  Durham, 
and  enjoyed  its  own  courts  and  officers,  till  it  was  stript  of  those 
privileges  by  statute  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  Henry  the  Eighth; 
in  all  civil  matters  it  is  a  member  of  the  county  of  Durham. 
"  Bishop  Cutheard  purchased,  out  of  the  treasury  of  St.  Cuth- 
bert,  the  village  of  Bedlington  with  its  appendages,  Nedertun, 
Grubba,  Twisle,  Bedingtun,  Sliceburne,  and  Commer."  *    The 
monks  of  Durham,  in  their  flight  to  Lindisfarne,  before  the 
arms  of  the  Conqueror,  with  the  incorruptible  body  of  St.  Cuth- 
bert,  rested  all  night  here,  f     The  church  was  appropriated  by 
Bishop  Farnham  to  the  priory  of  Durham,  in  1242,  when  the 
stone  roof  of  the  church  of  Durham  was  commenced.  %     The 
Reverend  Francis  Woodmas,  the  expositor  of  St.  Chrysostom, 
was  vicar  here,  from  1696  to  1719.     Every  plough-land  of  the 
manor  paid  a  thrave  of  corn  to  Kepeir  Hospital,  near  Durham, 
about  the  time  of  Richard  the  Second,  a  claim  which  was  after- 
wards covered  by  an  annual  payment  of  nine  shillings.     Tins, 
and  the  Choppington  farm,  were  purchased  of  the  parliament, 
in  1659,  by  Robert  Fenwick,  Esq.  for  12961.  §     At  the  restora- 
tion, the  purchasers  of  the  church  lands  offered  the  king  a  large 
sum  to  confirm  their  right  for  ninety-nine  years ;  but,  instead  of 

accepting 

♦  Sim,  Dun.  Col.  73.  t  lb.  39.  *  Hutch.  Dura.  H.  74. 
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Accepting  it,  he  granted  a  commission  for  enquiry  after  all  sucb 
purchases. 

The  Bedlington  blast-furnace,  for  smelting  iron,  was  some 
years  since  taken  down :  the  concern  belonged  to  the  Mailings 
of  Sunderland,  and  was  accounted  very  unsuccessful.  Messrs. 
Hawks  and  Co.  of  Gateshead,  afterwards  carried  on  extensive 
works  in  wrought  iron,  both  at  the  Bedside  and  Bedlington 
Mills,  which  at  present  are  the  property  of  Biddulph,  Gordon, 
and  Co.  and  employ  about  fifty  men. 

Blagdon,  Shotton,  and  North- Weetslet,  places  which  had 
■early  similar  revolutions  of  proprietors  with  Stannington,  were 
held  by  John  de  Plessis,  in  Henry  the  Third's  time,  of  the  ba- 
rony of  Morpeth,  by  the  service  of  one  knight's  fee.*  Blagdon 
belonged  to  the  Fenwick's  in  1567;  but,  after  they  sold  Little 
Harle,  they  had  their  residence  here,  till  they  parted  with  it  to 
the  Whites,  a  family  who  came  from  Hawthorn,  in  the  county 
of  Durham.  Matthew,  who  amassed  considerable  wealth  as  a 
merchant  in  Newcastle,  built  the  house,  which  was  enlarged 
and  Ornamented  by  his  son  Matthew,  who  was  created  a  baronet 
in  1756;  but,  dying  without  issue,  the  estate  went  to  his  sister 
Elisabeth,  wife  of  Matthew  Ridley,  Esq.  of  Heaton,  and  is  at 
present  enjoyed  by  their  son,  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  Bart.  Near  this 
last  place  is  the  ancient  ville  and  manor  of  Bellasise,  for  which 
Robert  de  Bellasise  made  service  for  a  third  part  of  a  knight's 
fee,  to  Henry  the  Second.  The  Somervilles  and  Griffiths  had 
possessions  at  it ;  in  the  seventeenth  of  Henry  the  Sixth  a  Bel- 
lasise held  half  the  manor ;  and  since  that  it  was  for  many  years 
die  residence  of  a  family  of  Bells.  An  unsuccessful  attempt 
was  a  few  years  ago  made  to  establish  a  manufactory  of  printed 
cottons  at  Stannington  bridge. 

Wir  alton  is  a  thinly  populated  parish*  The  church  is  an- 
cient :  some  of  the  Ogles  have  been  buried  in  its  chancel :  it 
was  repaired,  and  parapets  and  pinnacles  added  to  the  tower,  m 
1785*     The  village  is  remarkably  neat  and  clean ;  and  the  rec- 

H  2  tor'* 
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tor's  mansion  is  surrounded  with  tasteful  pleasure-grounds  and 
fine  trees.  The  barony  was  given  by  the  Conqueror  to  Walter 
Fhz  William,  one  of  his  followers.  It  was  held  by  service  of 
three  knights'  fees.  King  John  took  it  from  Robert  de  Cram- 
maville,  and  gave  it  to  Roger  Fitz  Roger,  the  last  of  whose  line 
took  the  surname  of  de  Clavering,  but  dying  without  legitimate 
issue,  he  settled  great  part  of  his  estate  on  Edward  the  First.* 
In  1308,  the  king's  sen  died  seized  of  this  manor,  and  that  of 
Newburn.f  The  Scroops  of  Masham  had  it  in  1346$,  and 
in  1446.  It  was  a  possession  of  the  crown  in  the  reign  of  James 
the  First;  but  was  afterwards  granted  to  the  Maggisons  of 
Whalton,  and  others.  John  Shaw,  author  of  certain  works 
against  popery,  and  several  times  a  member  of  the  convocation, 
was  rector  here,  in  1645.  There  is  a  remarkable  camp,  a  little 
to  the  east  of  this  village,  from  which  the  term  Whalton,  or 
Walton,  may  have  probably  originated. 

Ogle  Castle  has  been  nearly  demolished.  The  remnant  of  it, 
however,  in  its  small  windows,  with  pointed  arches,  sufficiently 
demonstrates  the  time  of  its  building.  It  has  had  a  square 
double  mote  around  it.  The  Ogle  family  were  seated  here  be- 
fore the  time  of  the  conquest.  Humphrey  de  Ogle  had  a  grant 
of  all  his  property  from  Walter  Fits  WIBiam.f  Thomas  de  Ogle 
held  his  manor  of  the  barony  of  Whalton,  by  service  of  one 
knight's  fee  and  a  half;  but,  adhering  to  the  barons  in  their 
rebellion  against  Henry  the  Third,  his  estate  was  extended,  and 
tiot  recovered  till  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  who,  in  1340, 
granted  license  to  Robert  de  Ogle  to  convert  his  manor-hotufe 
into  a  castle,  and  to  have  free-warren  through  all  this  demesne. 
This  Roger,  by  marriage  with  the  only  daughter  of  Sir  Robert 

Bertram, 
*  *  Mag.  Brit.  t  Law.  MS.  f  4. 

/  t  In  Trinity  Term,  twentieth  of  Edward  the  Third,  it  was  found  in  the 
ko\h  of  the  exchequer  that  Henry  Lcacrop  held  the  manor  of  Whalton,  with 
the  barony,  in  chief;  by  the  service  of  three  knights'  fees.  It  in  mtnurhtm 
cram  baronia,  which  may  signify  that  this  manor  wa*  a  barony,  'or  the  seat 
of  a  barony.    Madox,  Bar.  Ang.  p.  41. 

$  Bourne's  Newc.  p.  lis. 
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Bertam,  of  Bothal,  became  possessed  of  that  barony;*  after 
which  the  property  was  united  till  the  year  1809,  when  Ogle 
was  sold  to  Thomas  Brown,  Esq*,  an  opulent  ship-owner  in 
London*  >4fter  the  battle  of  Neville  Cross,  John  Copeland, 
with  eight  companions,  rode  off  with  David,  King  of  Scots,  and 
after  carrying  him  twenty-five  miles,  arrived  about  vespers  at 
Ogle  Castle,  on  the  river  Blythe.f 

Poktblamjd,  mistaken  by  Camden  for  the  Roman  station 
Pons  Elii,  has  its  name  from  its  moist  situation  on  the  river 
Pont.  The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  and  in  the  appro- 
priation and  advowson  of  Merton  College.  It  is  in  the  form  of 
a  cross ;  its  tower  remarkably  broad  and  heavy ;  the  door-way  in 
the  west  of  Norman  architecture ;  the  porch  arched,  and  cover- 
ed with  heavy  freestone  flags.  The  arches  in  the  inside  are  all 
pointed.  In  the  chancel  windows  are  several  arms  on  painted 
glass.  Here  too  are  the  burying-places  and  stones  inscribed  to 
the  memory  of  the  Goftens  of  Island  or  Eland  Hall,  the  Hors- 
leys  of  Milbum-Grange,  the  Ogles  of  Kirkley,  and  the 
Cam  of  Dunston,  The  Lincoln  taxation,  made  about  A.  D. 
1291,  values  "  Pont-Ealand  rectory  at  301.  Is.;  the  prebend  of 
Lord  Charles  de  Bellaraont  in  it,  at  23L;  and  that  of  Philip  de 
Wyfeby  at  20L  lQs.J  There  was  a  chantry  in  this  church,  de- 
dicated to  St.  Mary.$  "  Mr.  Richard  Coats  died,  January  the 
third,  1719,  and  left  his  whole  effects,  at  or  about  701.  per  an- 
nam,  to  the  parish  of  Pont  Island,  for  a  charity  school.  Mrs. 
Barbara  Coats  built  the  school-house  at  her  own  charge."  ||  The 
barons  of  Mitford  were  lords  of  the  manor  of  Eland.  Gilbert 
it  Eland  held,  in  Eland,  one  plough-land,  by  the  payment  of 
two  pair  of  white  gloves  and  one  lax ;  fl  and  his  descendants  had 
considerable  possessions  here  for  many  generations.  The  ville 
of  Ponteland,  with  Eland  Green,  and  Jands  in  Meresfen,  were 

HS  in 

•  Mag.  Brit. ;  sod  Waffis,  Vol.  II.  p.  551. 

*  Johnet  Froisart,  II.  190.  ft  $eq.         %  Tan.  Not.  Moo.  p.  396. 
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in  the  hands  of  one  Sentynns  in  1567  ;*  and  the  Erringtons, 
of  Errington  Castle,  had  an  extensive  estate  here  from  1597  to 
1774,  in  which  year  they  sold  it  to  George  Silvertop,  Esq.  This 
place  was  the  head-quarters  of  the  King  of  Scotland,  in  1244, 
when  the  English  army  was  at  Newcastle ;  and  it  was  here  that 
a  peace  was  negociated  between  the  contending  parties,  by  the 
prior  of  Tynemouth,  and  other  ecclesiastics,  f 

Thomas  Burgilon,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third,  held,  in 
soccage  tenure,  of  the  barony  of  Mitford,  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
Kirkley,  by  the  payment  of  half  a  mark;  Hugh  Belle  had 
sixty  other  acres;  by  the  same  service ;  and  "  Marieria  de 
Cirkelaw"  held  a  fourth  part  of  the  village,  by  paying  a  mark 
and  a  half.  J  The  family  of  Eure,  who  were  lords  of  Kirkley 
and  barons  of  Witton,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  held  this 
manor  in  Edward  the  Second's  reign,  by  annually  presenting  a 
barbed  arrow  at  the  manor  court.  They  had  other  valuable  pos- 
sessions in  this  neighbourhood.  Several  of  this  family  held  high 
situations  in  Northumberland.  Sir  Ralph  was  in  parliament  m 
1351.  Sir  William  was  sheriff  in  I486 ;  and  his  son  Ralph  held 
that  office  in  1503,  and  was  afterwards  warden  of  the  East 
Marches,  which  office  he  filled  with  gre£t  credit.  "  He,  with 
his  friends,  tenants,  and  servants,  maintained  the  Castle  of  Scar- 
borough for  six  weeks  against  the  northern  rebels  ;  the  garrison 
living  for  twenty  days  on  bread  and  water."  He  was  slain  in  a 
battle  with  the  Scots  on  Hallidon  Hill,  in  1436.$  This  place 
has,  for  upwards  of  two  centuries,  been  the  seat  and  property 
of  a  branch  of  the  ancient  family  of  the  Ogles.  "  The  man- 
sion-house makes  a  handsome  appearance,  being  a  square  build- 
ing, with  wings,  consisting  of  offices."  The  landscape,  to  the 
cast  of  it  is  extensive  and  good. 

North  Milbuiwe  was  held  of  the  barony  of  Mitford,  by 
knights9  service  in  Henry  the  Third's  time*  by  Simon  de  Dive- 

liston 

*  Each,  to  Eliz.  t  Chro.  de  Mail.  p.  *07.    Matt.  Paris,  p.  646, 

*  Testa  de  Nevffl,  p.  386. 
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Kstoo,  who  "granted  it  to  the  church  of  Hexham.  After  the 
dissolution  Barthram  Anderson,  of  Milburm  Grange,  procure4 
possessions  here  of  Edward  the  Sixth,  and  conveyed  them  to 
Edward  Horsley,  whose  descendants  have  been  seated  here  ever 
since.  "  Milleburne  del  Suth"  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Morpeth  barony,  and  held  of  it.  by  knights'  service  by  Robert 
de  MeneviQe.  Thomas  Bates  held  it  in  1567 ;  this  family  were 
formerly  seated  at  Halliwell.  One  of  them  was  supervisor  of 
Queen  Elizabeth's  property  in  this  county;  and  another  of 
them  a  member  of  parliament  for  Morpeth.  Milburne  House, 
their  present  residence,  was  built  in  18099  by  Ralph  Bates,  Esq* 
from  designs  by  Mr.  Patterson,  of  Edinburgh,  architect.  The 
rooms  in  it  are  all  oval,  and  elegance  and  utility  have  been  hap-. 
pily  united  through  the  whole  structure. 

Newburnb*— Osulph,  enraged  at  being  deprived  of  the 
earldom  of  Northumberland,  betook  himself  to  the  woods  and 
mountains;  but  afterwards  collecting  a  few  of  his  associate*  in 
want  and  disgrace,  he  besieged  Newburnb,  where  Copsi  his 
rival,  was  tumultuously  enjoying  himself  with  his  friends.  Copsi 
took  refuge  in  the  church ;  but  the  revenge  of  his  antagonist 
was  not  to  be  softened  by  dread  of  heaven  or  ecclesiastical  cenr 
sure;  fire  was  applied  to  the  sacred  edifice,  and  the  earl  in  at- 
tempting to  escape,  was  seized  .and.  murdered/  This  happened 
on  the  third  of  the  ides  of  March,  1072.  This  was  one  of  the 
Northumbrian  churches,  held  of  Henry  the  First,  by  Richard 
de  Aurea  Valle,  and  which  that  monarch  gave  to  the  canons  of 
the  church  of  Carlisle.  Except  the  tombs  of  the  JDelavoJs  of 
North  Dissmgton  it  contains  little  worthy  of  notice. 

The  village  or  borough  of  Newburne  paid  a  fee-farm  rent  of 
thirty  pounds  a  year  to  Richard  the  First.  His  successor  John, 
in  1201,  raised  their  renjt  to  fifty  pounds ;  and,  on  account  of  privi- 
leges and  exemptions  they  enjoyed,  imposed  a  fine  upon  them  of 
fifteen  marks,  and  two  palfreys.  As  the  tide  flows  past  this 
place,  its  commercial  consequence  might  have  been  expected 
to  have  kept  pace  with  the  times ;  but  Newcastle,  which  in  the 

H  4  thirteenth 
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thirteenth  century  paid  only  a  sixth  more  rent  thah  Newburnfc, 
reaped  too  many  royal  favours  for  a  rival  to  thrive  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood. The  manor,  or,  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  the  barony  of 
Newburne,  has  had  the  same  revolution  of  possessors  as  Wark- 
worth,  from  Robert  Fitz  Roger,  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  Third, 
to  the  present  day.    On  the  twenty-eighth  of  August,  1640, 
there  was  a  sharp  conflict  here  between  the  armies  headed  by 
Lord  Conway  and  General  Lesly.    "  The  Scotch  pitched  their 
tents  on  Heddon  Law,  above  Newbourne,  from  whence  there  went 
a  continued  descent  to  the  river  of  Tyne.  In  the  night  time  they 
made  great  fires  in  and  round  about  the  camp,   in  an  t>pen 
moorish  ground  (having  coals  plenty  thereabouts)  so  that  the 
camp  seemed  to  be  of  large  compass  and  extent."    Vestiges  of 
this  encampment  appear  very  fair  a  little  south-east  of  Heddon 
Law,  on  Throckley  Fell.    The  king's  army  consisting  of  8000 
foot,  and  1 500  horse,  were  drawn  up  on  Stella  Haugh,  opposite 
Newburne.    Their  line  extended  near  a  mile,  and  they  had 
thrown  up  breast    works,   at  the    two  fords,  to  oppose  the 
passage  of  the  Scotch,  at  low-water.    Lesly,  unknown  to  the7 
English,  planted  nine  pieces  of  cannon  on  the  tower  of  the 
church,   and  placed  his  nrasqueteers  in  the  church,   houses** 
lanes,  and  hedges,  in  and  about  Newburne.    These  cannon, 
says  Burnett,  were  made  of  bar-iron,  hooped,  like  a  barrel/ 
with  cords,  and  wet  raw  hides.    They  were  carried  on  horse- 
back, and  bore  several  discharges.  After  these  had  played  awhile 
upon  the  English  breast-works,  and  exposed  their  army  to  the 
fire  of  the  musquetry,  his  soldiers  began  to  murmur*  and  Con- 
way sounded  a  retreat.    Commissary  Wilmot,  Sir  John  Digby, 
and  Daniel  O'Neal,  being  commanded  to  bring  up  the  rear, 
were  surrounded  and  made  prisoners;  but  were  nobly  treated  by 
Lesly,  and  had  afterwards  liberty  to  return  to  the  king's  army. 
This,  says  Clarendon,  was  an  irreparable  rout.    Conway  was 
accused  of  cowardice  and  treachery,  and  made  a  most  miserable 
defence  against  the  charge.* 

Nort* 

•  RoshworuYs  Collection!,  p.  1*34.    Whitlock'a  Memoirs,  p.  34. 
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North  and  Soutb  Dissingtons  were  manors  and  seats  of  the 
Detavah  soon  after  the  conquest  Edward  Delaval,  who  was 
page  to  Charles  the  Second,  lived  at  South  Dissington ;  and  die 
place  still  continues  in  the  family.  Admiral  Delaval  was  bora 
at  North  Dissington.  He  sold  it  to  the  Collingwoods,  from 
whom  it  descended,  by  bequest,  to  Walter  Spencer  Stanhope, 
Esq.  of  Cannon  Hall,  Yorkshire,  its  present  possessor.  The 
chapel  here,  which  was  subject  to  Tytiemouth,  has  been  many 
years  neglected ;  though  the  estate  continues  to  pay  a  small 
modus  in  lieu  of  tythes,  as  if  a  chaplain  was  still  maintained. 

Wolsinoton,  an  ancient  possession  of  the  priory  of  Tyne- 
mouth,  belonged  to  the  Jennisons,  in  Queen  Elizabeth's 
reign.  They  sold  it  to  James  Dagnia,  Esq.  of  Cleadon  Hall, 
in  the  county  of  Durham,  a  celebrated  amateur  in  painting;  and 
of  him  it  was  purchased  by  die  ancestors  of  die  present  possessor, 
Matthew  Bell,  Esq. 

Denton  was  a  manor  of  the  barony  of  Whalton,  in  Heflrjr 
the  Third's  time.*  In  1380  it  was  given,  with  "  Redwod,  near 
Newburae,"  to  the  prior  of  Tynemouth,  by  Ada  de  Fenrother.f 
Soon  after  the  reformation  we  find,  in  the  list  of  grand  jurors, 
a  family  of  Errington's  residing  here.  From  them  it  passed  to 
the  Rogers,  the  last  of  whom  married  die  daughter  of  Sir  John 
Delaval,  of  Hartley,  and  died  without  issue.  His  estate  being 
divided,  this  portion  fell  to  the  Honourable  Edward  Montague* 
Earl  of  Sandwich,  and  husband  of  Lady  Mary  Wortley  Mon- 
tague, who  fitted  up  the  old  hall  in  the  Gothic  style.  Vestiges 
of  a  chapel,  and  a  cemetry,  as  also  a  sepulchral  stone,  inscribed 
with  a  sword  and  flowered  crosier,  were  found  here  about 
thirty  years  since.  By  the  rivulet  east  of  this  place,  a  piece  of 
the  Roman-wall  is  still  remaining;  and  about  200  yards  of  it 
wane  lately  razed  here,  when  two  centurial  stones,  each  inscribed 
C.  I VLI  RVFt,  i.  e.  Centurio  Jul!  Rufi,  were  dug  up. 

At  Lzmminoton  are  extensive  manufactories  of  crown  and 
flint  glass ;   aa  also  the  Tyne  iron-works  which  employ  about 

two 

•  N*«.  Feed.  p.  ¥8.  t  Brand's  Newc.  Vol.  II.  p.  97. 
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two  hundred  men,  and  annually  produce  about  23,000  tons 
of  iron.  At  Scotchwood  a  mile  below  this  place  Lord  Dun- 
donald  established  the  first  apparatus  for  extracting  tar  from  pit 
coals. 

H  ed don  on  the  W  all. —Walter  de  Bolbec  gave  to  the  church 
of  St  Margaret  at  Rlancbland,  and  to  the  canons  serving  God 
there,  the  right  of  patronage  to  the  church  of  St*  Andrew,  at 
Heddon,  with  all  its  appurtenancies,  for  the  good  of  the  soul  of 
his  father,  Walter.  The  deed  of  grant  is  witnessed  by  his  mother, 
his  brother,  Hugh  de  Bolbec,  and  others.  The  east  end  of  the 
chancel  of  this  church,  is  a  neat  specimen  of  pure  Norman 
architecture;  the  other  parts  of  the  edifice  are  all  Gothic* 
When  the  military  way  was  made  through  this  village,  in  1752, 
a  large  and  very  valuable  collection  of  silver  and  copper  Roman 
coins  and  medals  were  found  in  the  Roman  wall  here,  deposited 
in  wooden  boxes,  which  were  much  decayed.  *  The  manors  of 
Heddon  on  the  Wall,  East  and  West  Hedwin,  Whi$chester,  and 
Houghtop;  with  its  members,  were  parcels  of  the  barony  of 
Bolbec,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third,  f 

Close  House,  making  part  of  the  manor  of  Houghton,  was 
formerly  a  chapel,  founded  by  the  Ratcliffes  of  Carlington  Castle, 
and  endowed  with  the  lands  which  comprise  the  present  estate. 
At  the  reformation  it  reverted  to  the  Ratcliffes,  and  was  by 
them  sold  to  the  Reeds ;  and  of  the  Reeds  purchased,  in  1620, 
by  Robert  Bewicke,  Esq.  an  opulent  merchant  in  Newcastle, 
who  had  his  residence  at  Bewjcke's  Entry,  in  the  Close.  This 
mansion  is  very  delightfully  situated  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
Tyne.  It  was  built  in  1770,  when  the  old  chapel,  which  stood 
on  the  site  of  the  bow-window,  at  the  east  end  of  the  house, 
was  pulled  down.    It  is  one  of  the  seats  of  C.  Bewicke,  Esq. 

Robert  de  la  Val,  and  Richald,  his  mother,  about  the  year 
1140,  gave  hajf  the  village  qf  Achewic,  now  called  Eachxvick,  to 
the  church  of  Hexham.  This;  same  Richald,  afterward^,  con- 
firmed to  them  all  her  right  of  the  other  raoiety  of  this  village ; 

and 
*  Hutc.  Vol.  II.  p.  439.  t  Testa  tie  Nevill, .  p.  3S* 
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and  other  benefactors  encreased  their  possession*  here  after  the 
dissolution.  The  manor  and  hall  were  purchased  of  the  crown  by 
John,  second  son  of  Sir  John  Fenwick,  of  Wallington.  They  4e- 
scendedby  the  female  line  from  him  to  Ralph  Soourfield,  Esq  about 
1 670,  and  from  him  to  Edward  Bell,  of  Bellaaise,  Esq.  whose  eldest 
daughter,  and  co-heiress,  married  George  Spearman,  Esq.  of 
Preston,  near  North  Shields,  the  father  of  Ralph  Spearman, 
Esq.  the  present  possessor.  In  making  a  road  through  ah  old 
camp  near  this  seat,  several  hand  mill-stones,  a  sacrificing  knife, 
and  a  flint-ax,  similar  to  the  pattoo  of  the  South  Sea  islands, 
were  discovered,  and  at  present  are  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Spearman.  JVhitchester  was,  for  many  generations,  the  seat  of 
the  Turpins,  a  family  allied  to  the  Ratclifes,  Delavals,  Rout- 
chetters,  &c.  In  a  large  cairn,  on  Turpin's  Hill,  in  1771 »  a 
stone  chest  was  found  enclosing  nothing  but  a  small  quantity  of 
ashes  and  burnt  bones.  In  1795,  another  of  these  chests  was 
found  in  the  same  cairn :  it  contained  two  urns,  and  copper 
coins  of  Domittan,  Antoninus  Pius,  and  Faustina,  which  are 
at  Eachwick  Hall.  There  are  also  curious  tumuli  at  Heddon 
Law  and  Dewly  Law. 

South  Tindale. — The  parish  of  Kirkhaugh  lies  in  south  Tin- 
dale,  and  at  the  south-west  extremity  of  Northumberland.  Culti- 
vation here  is  confined  to  the  borders  of  the  river,  from  which  the 
mountains  on  each  side  rise  with  a  rapid  but  irregular  ascent  The 
church,  a  neat  but  humble-looking  edifice,  is  placed  in  a  meadow, 
on  the  southern  margin  of  the  Tyne.  The  stone  coffin,  and  the  altar, 
dedicated  to  Minerva  and  Hercules,  were  some  years  since  either 
removed  or  destroyed.  The  Tyne,  in  these  parts,  is,  as  Froissart 
describes  it,  "  exceedingly  rough  and  stoney."  It  rises  very 
suddenly  during  heavy  rains,  and  almost  as  suddenly  falls  in  fair 
weather.  Nearly  opposite  to  the  church  is  Whitley  Castle,  a  Ro- 
man station,  which,  on  the  authority  of  the  Notitia,  and  the  cor- 
roborating evidence  of  an  inscription,  Mr.  Horsley  pronounced 
to  be  Alione,  garrisoned  by  the  third  cohort  of  the  Nervii ;  *  but 

recent 
*  Brit;  Rom.  pp.  110,  455. 
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recent  inquiries  hare  refilled  this  opinion.  That  the  place  was 
once  of  considerable  importance,  the  inscriptions  found  at  it,  and 
its  present  remains  abundantly  testify,  Its  walls  enclose  an  area 
of  nearly  nine  acres,  and  have  been  defended,  on  the  west,  by 
ten  different  breast-works,  each  resembling  a  right-angled  trian- 
gle, the  hypothenuse  of  which  faces  inwards.  These  have  partly 
extended  to  the  north  and  south  sides,  and  two  of  them  have 
girded  the  whole  area  of  the  station ;  from  which  the  ground 
slopes  on  every  side  but  the  west,  and  on  the  east  rather  rapidly. 
A  year  ago  the  remains  of  a  very  fine  sudatory  were  discovered 
at  its  north-east  corner,  out  of  which  issues  a  clear  and  plentiful 
spring.  Many  of  the  pillars  of  the  hypocaustum  were  standing, 
covered  with  large  thin  slabs  of  freestone,  and  a  strong  cal- 
careous cement,  in  our  visit  to  this  place  in  September,  1810. 
The  Maiden- Way  passes  the  east  wall  of  the  station,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  about  fifty  yards.  Between  this  way  and  the  north- 
east corner  of  the  station,  about  five  years  since,  an  altar,  bear- 
ing the  following  inscription,  was  found  fixed  in  a  socket  like  the 
pedestal  of  a  cross ;  and  near  it,  at  the  same  time,  were  disco- 
vered, the  head,  a  hand,  and  feet  of  a  colossal  statue  :—* 

DEO 

HERCVLI 

C.  V1TELLIVS 

AtTICIANVS 

C.  LEG  vi 

V.  P.  F. 

Deo  HercwK  Cmxu  Vittnim  Attiriamu  centario  legionit  sexta  victricfc 
poatm  fecit;  or,  scxta  votam perficienf  fecit. 

On  the  right  side  of  this  altar  is  a  rude  figure  of  Hercules, 
fighting  with  a  serpent,  twisted  round  a  tree;  and,  on  the  left, 
the  same  deity  is  represented,  strangling  a  serpent  in  each  hand. 
The  original  is  at  an  ale-house  near  the  station :  it  has  a  square 
hole  in  its  top ;  and  the  fagments  of  the  statue,  in  all  likelihood, 
appertained  to  one  of  Hercules,  which  had  been  fixed  upon  this 

altar. 
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altar*    The  moat  remarkable  inscription  that  this  place  ha*  af- 
forded is  given  by  Camden  m  thk  manner  ;— 

IMP.  CAES.  Lucii  Septimi  Sever!  Ara 

BICI.  ADIABENICI    PARTfflCI, 

MAX.  FIL  DIVI  ANTONINI  Pii  Gtnotnici 

SARMA.  NEP.  WV.  ANTOJUM  PH  PRON 

DIVI  HADRIANI  ABN.  DIVI  TRAIANI 

PARTH.  ET  DIVI  NERV£  ADNEPOTI 

M.  AVREUO  ANTONINO  PIO 

FEL.  AVG.  GERMANICO  PONT.  MAX. 

TR.  POT..X-IMP..-.COS.  mi.  P.  P..- 

PRO  PIETATE  AfiDE.*«<  VOTO  ... 

COMMVNC  CVRANTE 

LEGATO  AVG. 

PR...COJI.  in.  NERVIO.... 

RVM-G.  R.  POS. 

Camden  calk  it  an  imperfect,  inscription,  in  abbreviated  and 
complicated  character!.  The  original  has  probably  been  de- 
stroyed. Mr.  Horsley,  however,  found  a  copy  of  it  at  Appfeby, 
and  has  given  this  reading  of  it  :— 

"  Inperatotis  Caatarb  Lictf  Bewti  Arabici  Adiabenici  PwrtkiH  maxinu 
itio  4am  Antoafei  Pu  Sarawtiei  nepoti  din  Aoteaini  Pii  proaepoti  dm  Ha- 
dnaai  aboepoti  ch>i  Trajani  Partbici  et  dm  Neryae  adnepoti  Marco  Aurelio 
Antoomo  Pio  telici  Aogosto  Germanico  pontifUi  maxiwto  tribnnitMB  potea* 

tatii  decimam imperatori  •  *  •  •  consuli  quartnm  patri  patriae  pro  pietate 

cdem  ex  voto  comrotmi  coranti  legato  Aognstali  cohort  tertia  Ncrviorom 
Genio  Rome  posirft." 

By  this,  says  Camden,*  we  learn,  that  the  third  cohort  of  the 
Nervii  erected  here  a  palace  to  the  Emperor  Antoninus,  son  of 
Severn* ;  and  Horsley  observes,  "  that  if  this  temple  has  been 
erected, to  Caracalla,  it  has  been  dedicated  to  him  as  the  Genius 
of  Rome,  or  of  the  Roman  people ;  a  flattering  compliment 
too  often  paid  by  them  to  their  emperors.  The  inscription 
was  erected  in  the  year  213."  J-  We  think  that  G.  R.  POS. 
in  the  last  line,  should  be  read  gratis  posuit.  Horsley  al- 
to found  here  a  fragment  of  an  inscription,  which  likewise  re- 
ferred 
•  Gough'i  Ed.  Vol.  III.  p.  177.  ♦  Brit.  Rom.  p.  v50. 
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ferred  to  Caracalla.  And  there  was,  in  his  time,  a  centarial 
stone  here,  inscribed  VEX.  LEG.  xx.  V.  V.  REFEC. ;  and  in 
the  church-yard  of  Kirkhaugh,  an  altar  dedicated  DEAE 
MINERVAE  ET  HERCVLI  VICTOR.  Over  the  stable-door 
of  the  above  public-house,  is  an  altar,  on  which  are  carved  a  pa- 
tera and  urceolus.  The  area  of  the  station  is  covered  with  irregu- 
lar heaps  of  ruin :  no  stratum  of  stone  appears  within  several  miles 
similar  to  its  remains.  Thornhope,  i.  e.  the  Castle-brook,  runs  a 
little  to  the  east  of  this  place,  and  derives  its  name  from  it. 

The  parish  and  village  of  Knaresdale,  derive  their  name 
from  the  Knare,  a  stoney  brook  on  the  east  side  of  the  village. 
The  meadows  by  the  Tyne,  about  this  place,  are  very  fertile ; 
and  the  woods  upon  its  banks  healthy  and  luxuriant.    Williain- 
ston  and  a  few  other  spots  on  the  river  are  remarkably  sweet 
and  sequestered.    The  mountains  on  each  side  are  lofty,  and 
their  heads  covered  with  heath.    Hie  church  has  an  ancient 
appearance,  and  the  ground  about  it  is  irregular  as  if  it  had 
been  covered  with  buildings  or  encampments.    The  manor  of 
Knaresdale  was  forfeited  by  John  Pratt,  and  granted  to  Sir  R. 
Swinburne,  by  Edward  the  First,  in  1279,  from  whose  family 
it  passed  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  to  William  Wallace,  of 
Copeland  Castle,   Esq.   by  his  marrriage  to  Eleanor  second 
daughter  of  John  Swinburne,   Esq.  of  Edlingham.     It  was 
sold  by  Robert  Wallace  to  Alderman  Stephenson,  of  New- 
castle,* of  whose  son  it  was  purchased  by  the  late  Mr.  Wallace, 
of  Featherstonehaugh  Castle.    Knaresdale  Hall  is  ruinated. 
The  forest  was  anciently  extensive  and  well  replenished  with 
red-deer,  the  breed  of  which  is  nearly,  if  not  altogether,  extinct 
in  these  parts.     "  I  have  seen,"  says  Wallis,  "  about  five  or 
six  in  company,  never  more."  f     On  the  side  of  a  mountain, 
called  Snowhope,  is  a  strong  medicinal  spring. 

Lambley  was  anciently  a  small  house  of  Benedictine  nuns. 
It  is  uncertain  who  was  its  founder.  King  John,  in  1200,  con- 
firmed a  grant  of  Adam  de  Tindale,  and  Heloise,  his  wife,  to 

God 
♦  Walfo,  Vol.  II.  19.  t  lbH,  Vol,  L  p.  4U8. 
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Ood,  St.  Mary,  St.  Patrick,  and  the  nuns  of  Lambley,  of  right 
of  pasturage  on  both  sides  the  Tyne,  in  their  manor  of  Lambley, 
and  the  chapel  of  Sandiburnesele,  with  four  acres  of  land,  in 
the  same  place,  and  the  tythes  and  offerings ;  as  also  the  dona* 
tions  of  Benerings,  and  Sandiburnesele  made  by  Helias,  nephew 
•f  the  said  Adam.*    They  had  a  fifth  part  of  the  village  of 
Widen,  and  certain  possessions  in  Newcastle,  +     This  place  and 
its  neighbourhood  were  miserably  burnt  and  wasted,  by  a  rov- 
ing army  of  Scots,  in  1296.J     At  the  dissolution  it  had  six 
nuns,  and  a  yearly  income  of  51.  15s.  8d.     Edward  the  Sixth 
granted   it  to  Dudley,  Earl  of  Northumberland,  but  on  his 
attainder  it  reverted  to  the  crown,  and  comprised  part  of  the 
estate  ofTeatherstonehaugh   Castle  in  1567.  §     It  afterwards 
became  the  seat  of  the  Allgoods,  of  Nunwick,  in  whose  pos- 
session it  is  at  present.     The  Tyne  ran  amongst  the  walls  of  the 
nunnery  in  Camden's  time;  and  has  now  swept  away  all  appear- 
ance of  it.    This  is  a  spot  of  great  loveliness.     Between  the 
river  and  the  old  residence  of  the  Allgoods,  is  an  ash-tree  often 
trunks,  all  sprung  from  one  stock,  and  each  of  great  height, 
thickness,  and  foliage  of  the  most  exquisite  lightness.     The 
•hapel  of  Lambley  stands  among  a  few  poor  cottages  called 
Harpertovm ;  and  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  humble  of   the 
daughters  of  our  religion.     Opposite  Harpertown  is  an   old 
fortress  called  Castle-hill,  defended  on  three  sides  by  the  na- 
tural slope  of  the  river  bank,  and  on  the  fourth  by  a  deep,  dry 
trench. 

Haltwhistlz*— The  parish  church,  pleasantly  situated  on 
the  south  side  of  the  town,  is  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Cross.  A 
tradition  current  about  this  place  has  handed  down,  that  the 
church  was  once  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  on  a 
piece  of  ground  called  the  Church  Close,  but  that  it  was 
washed  away  by  the  Tyne;  we  apprehend  that  the  Church 

Close 

•  Do*.  Mod.  Ang.  p.  506.    Stev.  abr.  p.  62. 
t  Wallts,  Vol.  II.  p.  19.    Brands  Newc.  Vol.  I.  p.  344. 
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112  NORTHUMB  WJLAND. 

Close  was  the  site  of  a  chapel,*  for  the  use  of  the  in* 
habitants  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  like  that  at  chapel 
houses,  which,  on  Speed's  map,  is  marked  opposite  Lamb- 
ley.  The  tombs  in  this  church,  indeed,  prove  its  high  an- 
tiquity. Over  one  of  the  Blenkinsops'  is  one  of  those  funeral 
inscriptions  in  use  before  the  common  people  were  able  to 
read.  It  is  inscribed  with  the  family  arms,  a  large  and  well 
executed  flowered  crosier,  a  broken  hilted  sword,  and  a 
staff  and  script;  all  which,  while  it  proves  the  antiquity  of  the 
church,  shows  that  the  person,  over  whose  remains  this  stone 
was  placed,  had  honourably  passed  from  a  military  to  a  religious 
life,  and  that  he  had  made  a  pilgrimage.  Here  is  also  an  altar- 
tomb  with  this  insription : — "  John  Redle  that  sum  Urn  did  be  then 
Laird  of  the  Wakon  gon  is  he  out  of  this  vol  of  metre  his  bons 
lies  under  thisston,  1562."  This  John  Ridley  was  brother  to 
the  celebrated  martyr,  Dr.  Nicholas  Ridley,  Bishop  of  Lon- 
don. The  rectorial  possessions  of  this  church  were  granted  by 
royal  charter,  in  1983,  to  the  priory  of  Tynemoutb ;  and  are  at 
present  in  different  lay  hands.  The  edifice  consists  of  a  nave, 
two  side  aisles,  and  a  chancel ;  and  has  lately  undergone  con- 
siderable repairs.  The  village  contained,  in  1801,  ninety-eight 
houses  and  six  hundred  and  twenty-eight  inhabitants.  It  has 
a  market  on  Thursday,  and  fairs  on  the  fourteenth  of  May 
and  the  twenty-second  of  November.  Over  the  door  of  the 
School-house  is  inscribed — This  charity-school  was  founded  by 
the  Right  Honourable  Dorothy  Chapel,  Baroness-Dowager  of 
Tewkesbury,  Sec.  and  this  house  was  granted  by  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Pate,  about  A.  D.  1722.  At  the  east  epd  of  the  village 
is  a  remarkable  oval  mound,  called  the  Cartel  Banks,  having 
a  fine  spring  in  its  centre,  and  at  each  end  four  gradations 
of  terraces  from  the  natural  surface  to  its. summit,  the 
north  side  of  which  is  defended  by  a  breast-work  of  earth, 
and  the  south  by  a  steep  declivity.  Not  far  from  this  there 
is  also    another    curious    oblong    hill    apparently  factitious, 

and 
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and  called  the  Schill  Hill.  There  are  two  old  turreted 
buildings  in  this  town,  strongly  cbaracterestic  of  the  inse- 
curity and  jealousy  of  the  border  times ;  and  half  a  mile  to  the 
east  of  it  a  large  square  Roman  castra  cestiva,  called  Whit- 
chester,  and  defended  on  three  sides  by  deep  rugged  glens* 

Bbllister  Castle,  on  the  southern  banks  of  the  river, 
opposite  Holtwhistle,  at  present  consists  of  a  rude  and  crumbling 
mass  of  ruins,  overshadowed  by  an  enormous  sycamore.  It 
stands  on  a  high  artificial  mound,  and  has  been  surrounded  by  a 
broad  foss.  The  landscape  around  it  is  good,  the  fields  rich, 
and  the  banks  woody.  It  was  the  seat  of  Thomas  Blenkinsop* 
in  1551,  and  of  George  in  1567.  At  present  the  manor  be*  . 
longs  to  Cuthbert  Ellison,  Esq.  of  Hebburn  Hall,  Durham, 
and  the  castle  and  estate  to  Mrs.  Bacon,  of  Newbrough. 

Blenkinsop  Castle  is  on  the  west  side  of  the  Tippal. 
The  country  around  it  has  a  cold  and  naked  appearance.  It 
is  built  upon  a  little  eminence,  and  has  been  defended  by  a  deep 
dry  ditch  on  the  north  and  west ;  on  the  south  by  the  chamber  of 
a  rimlet,  and  on  the  east  by  a  steep  bank.  The  buildings  have 
consisted  of  a  square  tower,  built  upon  vaults,  and  surrounded  by 
a  high  outward  wall  at  the  distance  of  four  yards.  Though  it 
is  miserably  ruined,  a  few  rooms  of  it  are  still  tenanted  by  two 
poor  families.  The  stones  of  which  the  tower  has  been  built 
have  the  same  character  as  those  found  in  Roman  stations,  and, 
we  suppose,  have  been  brought  from  Caervoran.  In  two  places 
we  found  the  letters  P.  N.  which  are  probably  only  the  initials 
of  some  modern  name. 

An  altar  bearing  this  inscription,  in  the  beginning  of  the  last 
century  was  at  this  place  : — 

DEABVS  NYM 
PHIS  VET.... 
MANSVETAE-. 
LAVDIATVR.... 
NIU.  FIL.  V.  S.  L. 

Vo^XIL  I  It 

9  Leg.  March,  pgt.  160,  1CS. 
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It  is  at  ((resent  fa  the  garden  wall  of  the  Inn  at  GkmwfcehV  a 
small  village  a  Httle  to  the  north  of  this  place ;  where,  also,  is  the 
ooflossal  head,  measuring  five  feet  in  circumference,  which 
Hutchinson  saw  near  Thirwall  Castle.    The  right  side  of  tfafe 
altar  is  worn,  as  if  it  had  been  used  in  a  staircase.    Mr*  Hort- 
ley  reads  it  thus  ;— Deabva    Nymphis  Vetia    Mansueta    et 
Claudia  Turbinilla  fitia  votum  solverunt  tibentes.    This  estate, 
in  the  time  of  Henry  the  Third,  was  held  by  Ralph  Bknlrinsop, 
of  Nicholas  de  Bokby,  Baron  of  Tmdale,  by  the  annual  pay- 
ment of  half  a  mark,  and  is  at  present  in  the  possession  of  hta 
descendant,  J.  Btenkinsop  Coulson,  Esq.  of  Blenkinsop  Castle, 
a  mansion  which  he  has  lately  built,  at  Dryburnhaugh,  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Tippal,  and  opposite  to  the  old  family 
residence. 

Feathrrstonrhaugh  Castle    (i.  c.   the  castle  in  the 
meadow  where  the  stones  are  stratified  fcatherwiBe,  as  in  the 
bed  of  the  Tyne   at  Hartleyburne   Foot)   was  the  seat  of 
Thomas  de  Fcthtrstonehaugh,  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  Third, 
and  held  by  him  of  the  barony  of  Tindale,  by  the  yearly  payment 
of  six  sJuliings  and  eight-pence.*    The  manor  was  some  years 
since  sold  to  the  Earl  of  Carlisle ;  but  the  estate  continued  in 
the  fanny  tin  it  was  sold  by  Sir  Matthew  Fetherstonehaugh,  of 
Up  Park,  in  Sussex,  Bart,  to  the  father  of  its  present  possessor, 
tfce  Bight  Honourable  Thomas  Wallace.    This  edifice,  Dke 
most  of  the  border  cfis*les>  had  a  ditch  around  it,  and  consisted 
of  a  strong  tower,  buBt  upon  arches,  and  furnished  with  turrets. 
Mr.  Wallace  has  added  three  smaller  towers,  and  a  suit  of 
offices,  which,  with  the  garden  wan,  are  executed  in  the  casti- 
lated  style,  and  make  a  bold  and  interesting  appearance,    ft 
fronts  the  narrow  vale  of  Hartleyburne,  through  which,  and 
ever  the  rocky  and  finely  wooded?  banks  of  the  Tyne,  are  seen 
the  high  and  heathy  summits  of  Tindale  and  Byres  Fell.    The 
meadows  around  it  are  uncomm  only  rich;  the  trees  in  the 
hedge-rows  and  the  lawn,  large  and  luxuriant,  and  the  plan- 
tations 
•  Test,  d*  Ntv.  p.  389. 


attorn  throughout  the  whole  estate  remarkably  healthy,  thick/ 
And  picturesque. 

Th  in  wall  Castlb  stands  on  a  rocky  precipice,  above 
die  Tfppdl,  and  a  little  south  of  the  ftct'a  Wall  It  gave  name 
to  an  ancient  family  before  called  Wade.*  The  church  of 
Hexham  held  lands  and  possessions  here,  the  gift  of  Brian  de 
Thirwall,  and  Roger,  his  son,  prior  to  the  twenty-seventh  of  Ed- 
ward the  First  The  heiress  of  this  family,  in  1738,  married 
Matthew  Swinburne,  of  the  Capheaton  family,  who  sold  the 
castle  and  manor  of  Thirwall  to  the  Earl  of  Carlisle.  The  walls 
of  this  fortress  are,  in  some  places,  three  yards,  and  in  others 
two  yards  and  threg  quarters  thick,  but  sadly  ruined.  "  At 
the  entrance,"  say  Wattis,  "  part  of  an  Iron  gate  is  still  re- 
maining, within  which,  on  removing  the  rubbish,  the  flooring 
of  8  room  was  discovered,  in  1759,  consisting  of  three  courses 
of  flags,  one  above  another,  a  stratum  of  sand  lying  between 
%acfa."  It  was  vaulted  underneath.  Great  part  of  it  has  of 
late  years  been  applied  to  building  cottages.  "  Here  the  Scott 
opened  to  themselves  a  way  into  the  province  between  the 
Irthrag  and  the  Tyne,  and  very  prudently  too,  ill  the  very 
place  by  which  the  heart  of  the  kingdom  wad  most  acces- 
sible, without  the  intervention  of  any  rivers.'1  "  The  Scots," 
says  Fordun,  "  being  masters  of  the  country,  on  both  Aides  the 
wall,  began  to  inhabit  it  as  conquerors,  and  calling  together 
the  peasantry  with  their  hoes,  quillets,  or  spades,  rakes,  forks, 
Ad  mattocks,  began  to  dig  a  number  of  cuts  and  pits  all  over 
k,  by  which  they  could  easily  pass  and  repass.  Front  thes* 
holes  the  wall  here  takes  its  present  name,  the  place  being 
called,  hi  English  Thirlumll,  irt  Latin,  Mums  PerfbtatmS'f 
In  sight  of  this  castle,  to  the  south,  is  *  camp,  with  a  shrgll 
vaSura  of  turf,  and  a  foss.  It  is  called  Black  Dyke*.  The 
vallum  Is  high  on  the  north.  Lead  bullets  hfcve  been  found  in 
its  area  on  cutting  turf.  West  of  it  ri  quartet  of  a  mfle  it  an- 
other caxnp;£ 

Umthavk  Hall  stands  on  the  atttb  aide  of  South  Tynt* 

12  and 
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and  under  a  heathy  mountain,  called  Plen  Meller*  It  was  the 
seat  of  the  late  Robert  Tweddle,  Esq.  and  by  him  bequeathed 
to  Robert  Pearson,  Esq.  of  Benwell.  Th  rap  wood,  near 
Haydon  bridge,  is  the  residence  of  the  Reverend  Robert 
Tweddle,  whose  brother  John,  a  gentleman  of  polished 
learning,  died  at  Athens  on  the  eight  of  the  kalends  of 
August,  1798,  in  his  thirtieth  year,  and  was  buried  there 
in  the  Temple  of  Theseus.  Farther  down  the  river,  and 
on  the  same  side  is  Willi  motes  wick  (i.  e.  the  moat  and 
villa  of  William)  an  old  and  ruined  fortified  residence  of  the 
ancient  family  of  Ridleys,  from  whom  descended  Bishop  Ridley, 
the  martyr ;  Dr.  Lancelot  Ridley,  author  of  a  Commentary  oa 
the  Epistles  of  St.  Paul;  Sir  Thomas  Ridley,  Chancellor  to 
Archbishop  Abbot,  and  author  of  A  View  of  the  Civil  and  Ec- 
clesiastical Law ;  and  Sir  Thomas's  son  and  biographer,  Dr. 
Gloster  Ridley.  *  Their  lineal  descendants  are  at  present  set- 
tled at  Heaton  and  Blagdon,  in  this  county,  where  they  have  * 
large  possessions.  They  had  also  a  residence  at  Hardridixg,. 
in  this  parish,  which  they  sold  to  Mr.  Lowes,  a  family  resident 
at  that  time  at  Crow  Hall,  on  the  north  side  of  the  South 
Tyne,  but  who  of  later  years  have  had  their  seat  at  Ridlby 
Hall,  on  the  opposite  bank  of  that  river,  and  near  its  con- 
fluence with  the  Allen.  This  mansion  stands  in  a  fine  open 
situation  ;  and  the  walks  around  it,  especially  among  the  wood* 
and  rocks  on  the  banks  of  the  Allen,  are  very  romantic,  and 
and  abundant  in  excellent  specimens  of  landscape.  The  estate 
and  hall  were,  in  1567,  parcel  of  the  possessions  of  the  Ridleys,  of 
Willimoteswick.  The  Lowes'  family  are  also  ancient  in  these 
parts,  and  have  their  name  from  being  possessors  of  the  forest 
of  Loughs  (or  Lakes)  in  this  parish.  Near  Ridley  Hall  is  the 
chapel  of  Beltingham,  of  the  antiquity  of  which  a  very  large 
yew-tree,  in  its  yard,  is  a  standing  memorial.  Further  up,  on  a 
neck  of  land,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Allen  and  Harsingdale 
Burn,  are  seen  the  crumbling  walls,  and  broken  gateway  of 
Staward  le  Peel,  an  ancient  fortress;  granted,  in  1386*  by 

Edward 
*  Ctrter'i  Hist,  of  Camb.  pp.  149,  308.    BowyVt  A*ec& 


NORTHUMBERLAND.  1  \J 

Edward,  Duke  of  York,  to  the  Friars  Eremites,  of  Hexham, 
to  be  held  by  the  annual  payment  of  five  marks.*     The  scenery 
about  this  place  is  also  of  the  most  striking  and  interesting  na- 
ture, consisting  of  woods,  rocks,  ruined  walls,  water,%  cottages, 
and  patches  of  rich  tillage  land.     This  peel  or  castle  was  the 
residence  of  John  Bacon,  Esq.  a  gentleman,  who  raised  a  large 
fortune  by  mining,  and  who  is  said  to  have  been  a  descendant 
from  the  same  stock  as  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon,  by  a  monk  of 
Wetherall  Abbey,  who  conformed  and  married.    Mr.  Bacon's 
son    and   successors,  settled  at  Newton  Cap,   in  the  county 
of  Durham.     He    had  seven  daughters,  six  of    whom  mar- 
ried to  opulent  gentlemen  in  Northumberland,  and  one  died 
unmarried. 

Caervoran  (t.  c.  the  town  and  castle)  is  situated  about 
twelve  or  thirteen  chains,  within  both  the  walls,  and  near  the 
western  boundary  of  this  county.  It  is  an  oblong  square,  and 
contains  about  four  acres  and  a  half.  The  ramparts  and  ditch . 
around  it  are  now,  as*  in  Horsley's  time,  very  conspicuous* 
Its  ancient  name  appears  to  have  been  Magna,  where  the  No* 
titia  places  the  Conors  Secunda  Dalmatorum,  though  no  inscrip- 
tion has  been  found  to  strengthen  the  conjecture.  The  great 
military  way  from  Walwick  Chesters,  passes  a  little  to  the 
south  of  this  fort ;  and  the  Maiden-way  goes  through  it  to  Beau 
Castle,  which  is  about  six  miles  to  the  north  of  it.f 

u  Abundance  of  antiquities  of  various  sorts  have  been 
dug  up  in  this  station  and  tovnu  When  I  was  last  here  I  pur- 
chased  a  Roman  ring,  with  a  victory,  on  a  Cornelian,  but 
coarse:*' J  Three  altars  have  been  found  here,  dedicated  to 
the  God  Vitires.  §  On  a  funeral  stone,  cut  in  two,  and  used 
as  steps  in  the  stairs  of  a  house,  Mr.  Horsley  found  an  inscrip- 
tion which  he  reads  thus ;  Dis  Manibus  Aurelia  Pubeo  Voma 
vixit  annos""  Aurelius  Pubeo  Naso  pientissimae  fHiae  dicat. 

IS  This 

•  Walfif,  Vol.  II.  p.  S2.  t  Warfe  Valk  Rom.  p.  7& 
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This  inscription,  IMR  CAES  FLAV  VAL  CoNSTANTINo 
PIO---NOB  CAESAR  is  noticed  by  Warburton,  in  his 
map.  The  atone  on  which  it  is  cut,  if  broken  in  two.  It  is 
curious,  says  Hor&iey,  but  needs  no  explication.  The  three 
following  fragments  of  inscriptions  are  in  the  Durham  library : 

ViEIVLGN...«NUST  AC.AF COHUUBR 

ANToNNIA-  *L  L  M.  L  e.  Mineme  Julius  Gnenhas  actarius 
cohortis  quartae  Britonum  Antoniniae  votum  solvit  libentissime 
merito.— Hordey.  The  actarius  provided  corn  for  the  armies  > 
and  an  Antonine  Cohort,  is  mentioned  in  Grater.*  PM  CA 
•  ...H  ADR...  LEG  II....APIATORIO,  the  reading  of 
which  is  very  uncertain,  though  Mr.  Horsley  says,  "  I  take  it 
to  have  been  erected  to  the  Emperor  Hadrian  by  the  Legia 
secundo  Augusta,  and  that  Apiatorium  was  the  name  of  the 
place  at  that  time."  Perhaps  of  the  three  the  last  is  most  per* 
feet.  FOKTVI-  — AUDAC.  ROMANUS  C.  LEG  VI  XX 
AVG.  It  is  the  fragment  of  an  altar  dedicated  to  Fortune  by 
Audacius  Romanus,  centurion  in  the  legions,  sixth,  twentieth, 
and  second,  which  last  was  called  Augusta.  There  are  a  few 
inscriptions  besides  these  in  the  Britannia  Romans,  belong- 
ing to  Caenroran,  but  none  of  them  any  way  curious. 

A  human  skeleton  was  found  at  the  east  end  of  this  station, 
when  the  military  road  into  Cumberland  was  made:  also 
some  years  after,  a  small  fair  Roman  altar  inscribed  DEO 
VITERiNO,  and  a  small  brass  lar,  both  in  the  possession  of 
Mrs.  Bacon,  of  Newbrough.  In  1760  was  found  a  fine  relief 
o/  a  Roman  soldier  fourteen  inches  and  a  half  high,  and  nin# 
broad.  Above  its  left  shoulder  was  a  lion  recumbent,  with  % 
deer  struggling  under  its  pawa.$ 

The  four  following  inscriptions  are  copied  from  Hutchinson: 

1.  AELS"..  2.  CLAVDI 

AVREL-.-.  LXXX 

MARTI  .- 

3.    IMP 

•  P.  cthc.  n.  1.  et  p.  xl  a.  ?.  t  Watts,  VsL  II.  p.  5. 


1M 
3.     mp....  4.        AVC- 

ANTON-.-  HUMERI*  •• 

VAL   R.-.  MAGNCES 

Q.  8.  F.  ....LE..-. 

The  first  ef  which  is  en  a  fragment  of  a  tablet,  and  has  an 
aha?  in  reKef  under  iu  The  third,  perhaps,  ought  to  be  read;— 
laapqietor  Asetoaiau*«"*vallo  renovatO"«*quae  supra  fecit; 
apd  the  fourth  may  relate  to  some  baad  of  soldiers  quarter**} 
at  Magnum* 

Mr.  Brand,  however,  taw  at  Glenwhek,  a  stone  found  at  Caer- 
▼ora^aftdiDacribed-ClVTAS  DVMNI,*:*thecityofthehilL 
u  leaw  here,"  says  he,  "October  the  seventh,  1783,  fivesquar* 
hwnes  of  columns  and  some  carious  gutter  stones.  On  opening  a 
tumulus,  on  the  east  of  this  station,  there  was  discovered  a 
temarkable  hollow  sepulchral  stone,  which  contained  a  small 
quantity  of  a  black  liquid,  and  two  gold  rings."  From  this 
place  he  alto  brought  4be  -two  following  insoriptiona:— 

1.  DEO  M 
ST  NVMINIB  %  C  MAR 

rVX.  ACTAR  •  CO  ANTO 

OT  AOTIVS  •  C  VIATO 

ETS.  VALGA  GSF 

<XTVS  ASOLO 
JUL  V.  8. 

Hie  first  of  which  he  translates:— 

*  To  the  God  Mars  and  the  deities*  •  •  •  Julius  (he  actmrius  of  the  cohort, 
aad  Aothv  the  centurion,  and  Servius  Valerius  Gracchus  erected  this  from 
tfts  ysaad,  performing  «  vow." 

To  the  second  he  affixes  this  reading ; — 

u  Centura  Marci  Anton'  viatoripus  gratia  sua  fectt"  * 

We  found  the  two  fallowing  in  the  east  end  of  Mr-  Canriek'a 
ttaUe*-*C  CALEftI .  CASSIA  .  IN  BVPX1X.  The  letters 
♦f  which  are  rather  feint,  but  webekeve  they  are  here  foithfiilly 
,  The  next  iavery  perfect:— COH .  I « BATAVQRUM  F. 
14  aTha 

9  SmL  «f  Ncwc.    Vol.  L  p.  si*. 
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"  The  first  Cohort  of  Batavians  made  this."  The  Notitia 
places  this  cohort  at  Procolitia,  or  Carawbrugh,  where  we  find 
Melaccinius  Marcellus,  its  prefect,  dedicating  an  altar  to  For* 
tune.  We  also  found  on  the  garden  wall  a  centurial  stone,  too 
rude  and  time-worn  to  be  legible ;  and  this  fragment  of  an  in- 
scription—-GERM  A  •  R-  •  •  •  C  .  NE.  There  were  also  here  a 
part  of  a  statue  from  the  knee  downwards,  a  millstone,  an  un- 
•cribed  altar,  and  several  other  curious  Roman  sculptures,  scat* 
tered  in  different  parts  of  Mr.  Carrick's  premises. 

Scarce  a  furlong  hence,  says  Camden,  on  a  high  hill,  the 
Roman  wall  remains  fifteen  feet  high,  and  nine  broad,  faced 
with  hewn  stones  on  both  sides.  The  finest  specimens  at  this 
day  are  to  be  found  on  the  high  grounds  between  this  place  and 
Shewingsheels.  * 

Wall  Town  was  anciently  a  castellated  building,  and  the  seat 
of  John  Ridley,  Esq.  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  SiKth.  The 
estate  and  manor  at  present  belong  to  Mrs.  Bacon,  of  New-v 
brough.  Here  is  a  fine  clear  fountain,  which  has,  formerly  been 
enclosed,  and  in  which  Paulinas  baptised  one  of  the  Saxon 
kings,  perhaps  Edwin,  in  whose  reign  the  wells  by  the  way* 
sides  were  supplied  with  iron  dishes  for  (he  convenience  of 
travellers,  .     . 

Great  Ch esters,  or  JEsica,  was  garrisoned  in  the  time  of 
the  Notitia,  by  the  cohors  prima  Astorum.  It  is  about  (he 
same  size  as  Caervoran.  The  ditch  around  it  is  remarkably 
fresh  on  all  sides  but  the  east.  The  walls  in  several  places 
partly  standing.  The  whole  area  covered  with  heaps  of  ruins, 
amongst  which  are  distinguishable  the  Pretorium  fifty  yards 
long  and  forty  broad,  the  Questorium,  the  remains  of  a 
temple,  and  other  public  edifices.  Some  pieces  of  an  iron-gate 
and'  hinges  were  found  in-  the  ruins  not  long  ago.  A  paved 
way  fifteen  chains  long,  Jeads  from  its  southern  gate  to- the  main 
military  way.  Camden  dared  not  to  visit  this  place  for  fear  of 
mosstroopers.  "  They  told  us,*'  says  he,  H  that  Chester-  was  * 
fery  great  place."    Here  is  the  following  inscription : — 
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PRO  SALVTE 

DESIDIENIAE 

.-LIANIPRAE 

ET  SVAS . 

posvrr  vox 

AO  SOLVIT  LIBE 

NS  TVSCO  ET  BAS 

SO  COSS. 

m  I  think,"    says  Horsley,    "  voto  in  the  fifth  line  must  be 

ex  voto,  as  usual,  and  then  there  is  no  difficulty  as  to  the 

meaning."     Tuscus  and  Bassus  were  consuls  in  208. 

Horsley  has  seven  inscriptions  and  carvings'  found  here,  three 
of  which  are  curious,  and  still  remain  in  the  neighbourhood. 
One  is  a  symbolical  sculpture  in  relief,  on  a  large  stone,  at  the 
bottom  of  which  are  two  boars,  with  their  heads  towards  each 
other,  and  a  tree  on  each  side  of  each  of  them  ;  above  them, 
two  eagles,  standing  on  the  boughs  of  trees,  and  each  of  them 
supporting  on  its  wings  a  victory,  which  holds  a  vexillum  in  the 
middle  of  the  sculpture.  This  is  manifestly  indicative  of  the 
Roman  eagles  having  been  victoriously  borne  through  the  Cale- 
donian woods,  as  the  wild  boar  was  the  Roman  type  of  the 
people  of  that  country.  The  next  is  a  tomb-stone,  with  a  head 
carved  at  the  top,  and  this  inscription  below  it:  — D.  M.  AEL 
MERCVRIALi  CoRNlCvL  VACIA .  SOROR  FECIT.  The 
cernicularius  was  an  inferior  officer  under  a  tribune.  The 
third,  also  a  sepulchral  stone,  has  an  ill-designed  human  figure 
upon  it,  and  beneath  it  this  inscription: — DIS  M.  PERVICAE 
FILI A  F,  i.  e.  Dis  Manibus  Pervicae  filia  fecit. 

But  the  most  remarkable  inscription  this  place  has  produced 

was  dug  out  of  the  ruins  of  a  large  building  in  the  upper  part 

/Of  this  station: — 

IMP-  CSA  M.  EAVR  SEV 
RUS  ALEXANDER  •  PFE 
AVG  HORRKVM  VETV 
STATE  CONLAPSVM  M 
COH  H  AOTVRVM  S.  A 
A  SOLO  RESTITVERVNT 
PROVINCIA  RECN  T-... 
MAXIMO  LEO.  VV.  APRO 
ftAL  MART!  MED.  LEGA 
TVS  CO.  //.  ET  DEXT. 
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Camden  found  the  altar  bearing  this  inscription  at  Melk- 
tigg,  a  hamlet  on  South  Tyne.  It  was  copied  into  Speed9* 
Map  of  Northumberland  from  the  original  in  the  Cotton  Col- 
Iection,  which  at  present  is  at  Cambridge.  In  Horsley's  timt 
it  was  much  defaced.  The  Syrian  Goddess  was  the  same  as 
Cybele,  CJeres,  Tellus,  &c.  Calpurnius  was  propretor  in  Bri- 
tain under  Marcus  Aurelius.  The  word  Hammiorum,  Mr.  Hors- 
ley  supposed  had  been  raiscopied  by  his  predecessors,  and  had 
been  Gallorum  in  the  original. 

To  this  place  also  belongs  a  sculpture  representing  Mer- 
cury, with  his  caduceus  in  his  left  hand,  and  in  his  right  a 
purse  suspended  over  the  head  of  a  Catnillus,  pouring  incense 
on  an  altar,  inscribed,  DEO  MERCVRIO.  This  stone,  and 
some  Roman  sandals  found  here,  were  given  to  the  Royal 
Society,  by  Mr.  Warburton.*  The  bricks  at  this  place  are 
inscribed,  LEG.  VI.  V.  Legio  Sexta  victrix.  A  large  altar 
was  found  here,  with  a  deer  in  the  centre,  Yeaning  against 
a  tree,  and  two  fawns  in  niches  below,  all  in  relief.  It 
has  been  split  in  two,  and  the  sculptured  part  of  it  is  at  pre- 
sent used  as  a  rubbing  stone  for  cattle,  in  a  field  north  of  the 
via  vincialis.  Near  it  we  wer^  also  shewn  a  stone,  inscribed  to 
the  Diis  Manibus,  and  in  memory  of  a  person,  who  had  lived 
twenty-four  years,  three  months,  and  eight  days,  but  his  name 
too  much  obliterated  to  be  legible.  The  stone  was  dis- 
covered by  the  plough.  At  the  west  end  of  the  Well-house  is  this 
inscription,  where  it  was  first  taken  notice  of  by  Mr.  Wallis  ;— 

MARTI  VICTORI 
COH  .  Ill .  NERVIORVM 
PKAFECT.  I  CANINIVS 

A  strong  line  passes  on  all  sides  of  the  stone  but  the  bottom, 
which  makes  it  appear  that  the  inscription,  in  its  present  state, 
is  only  a  fragment.  It  Kas  been  much  injured  by  the  weather 
and  the  grinding  of  cart-wheels  against  it. 

In  razing  the  foundations  of  the  castellum  of  the  wall  at 
Lough-end-crag,  or  Milk-ing-gap,  about  a  mile  west  of  House- 
steads,  a  very  large  stone  •was  found,  inscribed— 

IMP 
•  Horslcy,  p.  2S7. 
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IMP.   CARS.TRAIAN 
HADRIANI    AVG 
LEG.  n.  AVG. 
A  PLATORIO  NEFOTE  LEG.  PR.  PR. 

The  stone  was  removed  to  Ridley  Hall.  It  is  remarkable  for 
mentioning  Hadrian,  and  the  propretor  Platoriui  Nepos,  and 
being  found  in  one  of  the  castella  of  the  wall  usually  attributed 
to  Sever  us.  It  seems  to  destroy  all  accepted  criticism  respect- 
ing the  authors  of  these  two  barriers,  and  to  induce  the  belief 
that  they  were  the  labour  of  successive  emperors,  each  adding, 
altering,  or  repairing,  as  the  exigencies  of  different  times  re- 
quired. 

Housesteads,  called  by  Dr.  Stukely,  the  Palmyra  of 
Britain,  is  the  Borcovicus  of  the  Notitia,  where  the  first  cohort 
of  the  Tungrians,  a  people  of  Belgic  Gaul,  living  on  both  sides 
the  Maese,  were  in  garrison.  The  great  stone  barrier  running 
on  the  steep  and  rocky  brow  of  a  high  hill  forms  its  northern 
rampart.  Its  area  measures  five  chains  by  seven  ;  the  ditch  if 
obscure,  but  the  ramparts  very  apparent  The  lines  and  angles 
of  the  different  buildings,  that  stood  within  it  may  be  distinctly 
traced  amid  confused  heaps  of  ruins  ;  stones  carved  into  curious 
forms ;  embossed  figures  of  gods  and  warriors ;  and  broken  pil- 
lars, of  very  different  degrees  in  size  and  excellency  in  work- 
manship. We  found  the  thresholds  of  certain  buildings  lately 
bared  of  rubbish,  by  the  curiosity  of  former  visitors,  where  ap- 
peared the  plinth  of  a  pilaster,  finely  moulded  on  two  sides ; 
remains  of  a  floor  waved  with  parallel  lines ,  and  three  free- 
stone steps,  much  worn  by  use.  Near  these  is  also  a  small  circu- 
lar building,  widening  upwards,  with  a  narrow  way  into  it ;  the 
place,  perhaps,  which  Mr.  Brand  supposed  had  been  an  oven. 
On  the  east  side  of  the  south  gate  is  an  oblong  building,  pro- 
jecting about  thirty  feet,  through  the  ramparts,  and  having  the 
hate  of  a  circular  tower  or  staircase  at  its  north  east  corner : 
its  walls  at  present  are  about  five  feet  high ;  and  its  interior, 
about  ten  feet  wide,  is  filled  up  with  stones  and  rubbish.    On 

the 
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the  south  and  west  of  this  station  the  ruins  of  a  town  are  large 
and  manifest,  where  the  columns  of  the  temples,  the  statues 
of  the  gods,  aad  the  altars  of  Roman  piety  lie  in  melancholy 
desolation*  On  the  edge  of  the  brook  east  of  this  place  we  saw 
remains  of  a  bath,  about  thirty-eight  feet  by  fifty,  the  floor  of 
which  is  visible,  and  the  hypocaustum,  we  believe,  entire.  On 
Chapel  Hill,  about  three  furlongs  to  the  south,  is  a  large  ruin- 
ous heap,  supposed  to  be  the  remains  of  a  considerable  temple.* 
West  of  this,  where  the  way  leads  from  the  station,  we  also 
saw  the  lines  of  buildings,  a  large  stone  apparently  the  pedestal 
of  a  statue,  and  a  broken  statue  which  was  lately  dug  up  in 
making  a  drain.  The  hill  sides  here,  where  the  land  is  good, 
are  all  terraced,  after  the  ancient  method,  mentioned  by  Jo- 
sephus,  of  cultivating  swiftly-sloping  grounds. 

The  Britannia  Romana  has  sixteen  inscriptions  and  sculptures 
fbund  here,  some  of  which  are  very  perfect  and  curious.  We 
•elect  the  following  from  that  work  :— • 

I    O    M 

ET  NVMINIBVS 
AVO  .  COH  .  I .  TV 
NGRORVM 
MIL .  CVI  PRAfc 
ST  Q.  VERIVS 
8VPERSTIS 
PRAEFECTVS. 

Jovi  Optimo  Maximo  et  nominibns  August*  cohort  prima  TaagrorMi 
iwjitum  cut  pratest  Qmntm  Venus  Snpcrates  praefectns. 

This  altar  is  built  up  in  the  chimney  jamb,  in  the  bouse  n 
the  valley,  below  the  station. 

I    O    M 
E  NVMINIBUS  AUG 
•OH.7.TVNGROR 
CVI  PRAE  EST  O.  IVUV5 
MAXIMVS 


Thi» 


*  Hon.  Brit.  Rom.  p.  tl9. 
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fhk  aftar  has  teen  dedicated  by  die  same  cohort  and  prefect 
as  the  last,  but  the  word  MAXIMVS  is  partly  worn  out,  and 
the  word  PREAFECTUS  entirely  gone. 
I    ..    .. 

EfNVMINIBUS 

AVO.  COH.  I 

TVNGROR. 

CUI  PRAEE8T 

O.  IVL.  MAX  I 

MUS .  PKAEP 

Jofi  Optm*  Maxim*  et  nomhiibua  Augusti  cohort  prima  Tangroram  cai 
Sfsestt  Ooiotut  Jnliui  Marines  praefectos. 

DEO 
MARTI  OVIH 
FLORIVS  MA 
TERNVS  PRAfiF 
COH  TTVNO 

V8LM 

Dm  Marti  Qoiotns  Florins  Maternas  praefectos  cobortis  primae  Too- 
^oraai  f  otam  soWit  fibeat  merito. 

Besides  these  there  are  three  mutilated  inscriptions   one : 
mentions  the  sixth  legion ;  the  second  is,  MATRIBVS  COH.  I. 

TVNGR ;  and  the  third,   a  defaced  altar  of  Jupiter. 

The  sculptures  in  alto-relievo :  the  first  of  them,  a  flying  vic- 
tory, with  one  foot  touching  a  globe ;  the  second  and  third* 
figures  of  Roman  soldiers;  the  fourth,  three  female  figures, 
similarly  clothed,  and  in  similar  attitudes,  seated  in  a  chair* 
and  holding  with  both  hands  a  cylindrical  vessel ;  and  the  fifth, 
three  other  female  figures  in  seperate  chairs,  each  differently 
clothed,  and  the  middle  one  having  its  legs  tied  to  posts  with  two 
cords ;  the  sixth,  also,  has  upon  it  three  female  figures,  each 
standing,  and  of  ruder  work  than  the  former,  and,  above  theit 
heads**  three  fishes,  one  of  them  a  sea-goat ;  and,  the  seventh, 
M  a  small  statue  of  a  soldier  in  the  Roman  military  habit, 
holding  a  spear  in  his  right  hand,  resting  with  his  left  upon  a 
ftield." 

"  There 
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€€  There  is  one  inscription  more  which  belongs  to  thi* 
place,  that  was  published  in  the  Transactions,  by  Dr.  Hunter,, 
several  years  ago."  It  was  imperfect  when  he  saw  it,  and  i* 
given  thus: — 

NI  VENO  Rt 

O  OFERSIONIS 

ROMVLO  ALIMAHI 

MANSVETIO    SENICION* 

REVINCE  QVARTIONIS 

X  ERESI    PROCVRAVIT,   DELT 

VS  RAVTIONIS  .  EX .  G .  S. 

•  •••ni  Venotrionii  [filio] 

g....  Ofersionis 

Romnlo  Alimahionia 

Mansuetio  Senecionts 

Revincio  Qoartioob 

eregi   procuravit   Delftns 

Rautionis  ex  gratia  ana 

This  has  evidently  been  a  sepulchral  monument,  but  it  is  ex* 
tremely  obscure  and  barbarous,  and  difficult  to  decypher. 

Carrowbrugh,  or  Procolitia,  governed,  when  the  No- 
litia  was  made,  by  the  first  Batavian  cohort,  stands  on  elevated 
ground,  rich,  green,  irregular,  with  large  heaps  of  ruins.  The 
military  way  that  accompanies  the  barriers  over  these  hills,  goes 
through  the  middle  of  this  fort,  the  stone  barrier  forming  its 
northern  rampart,  which,  with  that  on  the  east,  is  still  very 
visible.  There  are  no  remains  of  the  ditch,  but  on  the  west, 
where  lie  the  ruins  of  a  considerable  town,  and,  in  the  begin- 
ning  of  last  century,  was  found  a  well,  plentifully  supplied  with 
fine  water,  seven  feet  square,  cased  with  ashlar  work,  and  as  ap- 
pears by  the  ruins  on  its  brink,  once  covered  with  a  house.  It 
is  supposed  to  have  been  a  bath.  There  is  a  broken  pillar 
by  it. 

This  place  has  not  hitherto  been  found  rich  in  antiquities. 
Jt  has,  however,  produced  two  very  fine  altars,  dedicated  U$ 

Fortund 
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Fortune,  both  removed,  by  Mr.  Warburton,  to  the  library  in 
Durham.    Their  inscriptions  are  as  follow  :— 

FORTVNAE 

COH.  T.  BATAVOR 

CVI  PRAEEST 

MELACCINIVS 

MARCELLVS  PRjE. 

FORTVNAE 
P  R       __ 

C IVL  RAETICVS  C.  LEG.  VI  VIC. 

The  first  of  these  is  curious  and  useful,  inasmuch  as  it  con- 
inns  the  evidence  of  the  Notitia,  that  this  place  was  anciently 
called  Procolitia.  The  second  is  read  by  Horsley  thus: — 
Fortuns  populi  Romani  Cains  Julius  Raeticus  centurio  legionis 
sextae  rictricis;  but  that  antiquary,  by  mistake,  makes  it  be- 
long to  Little-Cbesters.* 

A  stone,  in  the  form  of  an  altar  without  a  focus,  was  found 
here  by  Warburton,  with  this  inscription : — D.  M.  D.  TR  AN- 
«UILA  SEVERA,  PRO  SE  ET  SVIS.  V.  S.  LM  "  De- 
dicated to  the  Genu  of  Spirits,  by  Tranquilla  Severa,  for  her 
and  hers."  Mr.  Wallis  mentions  a  relief  of  Neptune,  with  his 
trident,  reclining,  in  a  house-end  here ;  it  has,  since  his  time, 
been  removed  into  the  walks  at  Hallington. 

Half  a  mile  south-west  of  this  place,  and  similar  to  it  in  size, 
is  an  exploratory,  or  summer  fort,  called  Broom-Dykes;  and 
tear  to  Housesteads  is  Busy-Gap,  a  break  in  the  mountain, 
said  to  have  been  one  of  the  inlets  by  which  the  Caledonians 
*ost  frequently  invaded  the  provinces  south  of  the  wall.  Mr. 
Horsley  thought  the  castle  at  Shewing-Shield?  had  no  ap- 
pearance of  being  Roman.  "  The  castle  itself  (now  in  ruins) 
and  the  motes  betide  it,  are  undoubtedly  of  much  later  date. 
And  I  observed  several  trenches  thereabouts;  particularly  a 
large  and  long  one,  which  reaches  from  Busy-Gap  cross  the 

Voi,.  XII.  K  passes 

»  War)>.  Val.  Horn.  p.  56  and  69, 
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passerbetweeti  the  mountains.  But  thete  are  all  m  the  wrtfe 
side  of  the  wall,  and  muse  certainly  hare  been  made  in  later 
times,  for  securing  the  neighbouring  passes.  Probably  they 
are  no  older  than  the  times  of  our  famous  mosstroopers,  who 
might  conveniently  shelter-  themselves  among  those  hideous 
mountains  and  mosses.99*  There  are  many  superstitious  tales 
about  enchanted  warriors  in  &  cavern1  near  Shewing-Shields  ; 
and  a  little  west  of  it,  near  the  wall,  is  a  high  rude  stone,  called 
by  the  common  people  King  Ethel**  Chair. 

Between  the  South  Tyne  and  Carraw  is  Newbrough,  which 
probably  derives  its  name  from  being  built  out  of  the  ruins  of 
ProooHtH^  or  from  its  proximity  ia  h.  This  village  stands 
conspicuous,  indie  escheats  of  the  tenth  of  Elizabeth,  ft*  th* 
great  number  ofl  its  freeholders.  Here  is  the  seat  of  Mrs.  Bfecon* 
and'  thef  Kiev.  Henry  Wastal,  her  relative  by  an  ancestor  of  hfe*. 
rector  of  Simonburn,  marrying  one  of  the  Bacons  of  Staw*r* 
Peel.  There  are  very  excellent  whetstones*  obtained  near  a* 
old  deserted  lead-mine  above  Newbrougiuf 

Whitfield  Hall,  a  seat  of  William  Ord,  Esq.  is  start** 
on  the  West  Allen.  William,  King  of  Scotland,  confirm** 
the  manor  of  Whitfield  to  the  church  of  Hexham,  of  wfetafr  & 
was  Held,  in  1364,  $  by  John  de  Whitfield,  at  the  annua*  Teat 
of  16s.  4d*  It  continued  in  this  family  till  its  last  proprietor^ 
Matthew  Whitfield,  Esq;  who  was  high  sheriff  for  this  oouatyy 
in  1728,  sold  it  to  the  Ords  of  Fenhdnv  The  marwion^hoose 
was  rebuilt  about  twenty  years  since,  and  great  taprovemenw 
made  about  it*  The  high  and  bold  rocks,  and  the  tanging 
woods,  thick  with  hollies,  form  a  fine  contrast  with  tite  neai* 
ness  of  the  lawn  and  the  pleasure  grouhcfc.  The  WhStfldd*  df 
this  place  were  usually  styled  earfy  and'  aft»  they  became  e*> 
tract*  this  local  title  paaed  to  the  Whitfield*  of  GlargUL 

Laugm*  Ga*tcb,  the  capital  seat  of  the  barony  of  TptdiHl 
w*s  held  of  the  crown,  in  the  rime  of  Henry  the  Km,  tf 
JMam  de  Tyndale,  by  service  of  ow  knight's  fee ;  and  ooA* 

tinned 

•  Brit  Rom.  p.  14T.  f  WaWb,  I.  p.  64.  *  Wallis,  II.  39. 


tinned  in  fab  fade  descendants  till  the  time  bf  Henry  the 
TMrd,#  when  this  family  inheritance  was.  divided  between  two' 
co-heiresses,  and  this  part  came  to  Richard  de  Boheby,  by 
marriage  of  one  of  them.  From  the  Boitebys,  from  IrVe 
cause,  it  passed  to  the  Lucys,  Barons  of  Bgermont  and  docker- 
month,  with  whom  it  remained  five  descents,  when  issue  malfe 
agairi  failing  it  became  the  possession  of  Gilbert  de  Umfranvillj 
Earl  6f  Alleges*  by  marriage  of  Maud}  sister  and  heir  of  Anthony 
Lord  Lucy.  Ob  die  demise  of  the  Earl  of  Anegos,  his  widow 
married*  in  1383,  Henry  Percy,  Earl  of  Northumberland^ 
a  cfreutnstance  which  united  the  large  possessions  of  die  Um- 
fhtavflls  and  Lucys  in  die  Percy  family,  with  whom  tins  castle 
and  fefftfttff  remained  in  1567;£  blit  it  afterwards  became  the 
uiupetty  of  the  rtatclifles,  of  Dilstoty  with  whom  it  continued 
nil  it  wttA  forfeited  by  James,  the  last  Earl  df  Derwentwatery 
hi  1745.    It  flow  belongs  to  Greenwich  Hospital. 

This  castle  is  well  Situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tjne* 
an*  though  it  has  of  late  years  been  Barbarously  handled,  it 
i  by  ft*  the  mdst  perfect  ruin  of  the  kind  hi  the  county*  It 
k  in  the  Form  of  the  letter  H,  its  walls  near  seven  feet  thick, 
fa  aftidfe  twenty-four  feet  by  eighty,  and  the  towers,  one  fat 
ttch  fetfnef ,  about  S&ty-si*  feet  high:  The  rooms  remaining 
ire  sfl  tttheft  with  stone;  those  in  the  towers  are  fourteen 
feet  square,  and  the  fbur  small  fire^rodms  on  the  east,  each 
eleved  feet  by  thirteen,  the  ground-rodms,  on  ihe  east  and 
west;  rotrr  dtf  tech  side,  have  been  much  injufed  by  being 
titid  ft*  fiunri  c#cte#.  the  windows  which  have  lighted  die 
ffi&i  hstti  kftfctenrf  drc.  are  large,  tttose  in  the  chambers  mtfdy 
fluB,  fifid  btrflt  at  an  angle  that  would  prevent  the  entrance 
rf  tm  enemy's  arrow.  The  stone  of  which  this  fabric  &  built 
it  yet  io  remarkably  fresh,  as  to  exhibit  in  their  primitive 
sharpness  the  characters  cf  the  nfesonrf.  The  Wrrole  bt  tftfe 
lissde  is  red  wrffi  die  marks  of  fire* 

HAYDON-Barodfc  has  a  charter  fbr  *  market  On  Tuesdays 
K2  and 

•  Testa,  de  Nevtl.  p.  3S1.  t  Coll.  Peerage,  Vol.  VI.  p.  671. 
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and  a  fair  on  July  the  twenty-first,  and  three  days  after,  pro^ 
cured  by  the  first  Anthony,  Lord  Lucy,  but  both  long  since1 
fallen  into  disuse.  The  bridge  here,  in  Camden's  time,  was* 
'  wooden,  and  out  of  repair.'  At  present  it  is  of  stone,  and 
consists  of  five  arches,  three  of  them  built  in  1809  and  1810. 
The  church  is  a  plain,  neat,  and  new  edifice,  with  a  square 
tower,  finished  with  a  quadrangular  spire.  Opposite,  to  it, 
on  the  south  bank  of  the  Tyne,  is  the  Free-School  and 
Hospitals,  founded  and  endowed  by  the  Reverend  Joha 
Shaftoe,  A.  M.  Vicar  of  Netherwarden.  The  endowment 
consists  of  a  valuable  estate  at  Mousin,  near  Bamborough* 
which  the  trustees  considering  as  more  than  sufficient  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  establishment,  an  act  of  parliament  was 
procured,  in  1785,  for  turning  its  proceeds  into  a  more  useful 
channel,  and  enlarging  and  amending  the  old  constitutions  of 
the  charity.  By  this  act  the  trustees  are  empowered  to  build 
and  maintain  alms-houses  for  old  and  decayed  inhabitants  of 
the  townships  of  Haydon  and  Woodshielda;  to  provide  a  school- 
mistress to  teach  reading,  writing,  knitting,  &c.  to  erect 
suitable  houses  for  the  two  ushers,  and  to  regulate  their's  and 
the  master's  salary.  This  act  provides  that  the  master's  salary 
shall  not  be  less  than  100L  nor  more  than  1501.  a  year ;  and 
that  the  two  ushers  shall  be  paid  such  annual  salaries  as  shall 
seem  meet  to  the  trustees,  so  that  the  salary  of  the  first  be  not 
less  than  351.  nor  that  of  the  second  less  than  201.  a  year. 

Netherwarden  is  very  sweetly  situated  between  the  two 
Tynes,  and  near  their  confluence.  Its  church  has  been  lately 
rebuilt ;  it  is  a  vicarage,  its  rectory  appropriated  to  the  church 
of  Hexham,  and  has  under  it  the  chapels  of  Haydon  and  New- 
brongh.  The  Scotch  army,  that  plundered  the  western  parts 
of  this  county,  while  King  David  ravaged  its  shores,  encamped 
at  "  Waredun,"  near  Hexham,  the  twenty-fifth  of  January, 
1138.*  Between  this  place  and  Wal wick  Grange  is  the  frag- 
ment of  a  cross,  with  a  sheathed  sword  cut  upon  it. 

Chbsters,  East-Chesters,  or  Walwick-Chesters,  an- 
ciently 
*  Scrip.  X.  co!.  «5?. 
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aently  Cilurnum,  the  station  of  the  Ala  Secunda  Astorum,  is 
140  yards  by  200,  on  the  outside  of  the  ramparts,  which,  with 
the  ditch  and  large  ruins  in  their  area  were  extant  till  of  late 
years,*  but  now  grass-grown,  though  their  lines  are  still  per- 
ceptible, and  the  ground  within  them  very  irregular  with 
foundations  of  buildings.  The  suburbs  have  been  between  the 
fort  and  the  river,  over  which  remains  of  a  Roman  bridge  here 
can  easily  be  traced  in  dry  seasons.  The  bases  of  the  piers  are 
like  fine  pavements,  the  stones  large,  and  joined  together  with 
horizontal  dove-tail  cramps,  several  of  which  we  saw  in  their 
original  situation,  and  others  at  Mr.  Clayton's  house.  Each 
of  these  large  stones  has,  in  the  centre  of  its  uppermost  super- 
ficies, a  lewis,  or  poising  hole,  narrower  at  the  top  than  the 
bottom,  an  invention  attributed  to  modern  times,  but  evidently 
ancient.  There  is  a  vault  in  the  area  of  this  station,  which  bas 
not  yet  been  cleaned  out;  and  behind  Mr.  Clayton's  house, 
several  yards  of  the  Roman  wall,  and  its  ditch  filled  with  water, 
in  great  perfection. 

There  are  several  sculptures  and  inscriptions  found  here, 
mentioned  in  the  Britannia  Romana,  but  none  of  them  any  way 
remarkable,  except  an  altar  dedicated  "  to  the  Dii  Manes,  by 
Fabius  Honoratus,  tribune  of  the  first  cohort  of  Vangiones,"  a 
people  from  Belgic  Gaul,  "  and  Aurelia  Egleciane,  the  parents 
of  Fabia  Honorata,  their  most  charming  daughter." 

In  a  summer-house  in  Mr.  Clayton's  lawn  are  several  anti- 
quities, the  produce  of  this  station,  the  most  curious  of  which 
are  the  following.    A  broken  altar,  too  imperfect  to  discover 

K  3  any 

*  Horsier,  p.  143.  Brand's  Newc.  I.  609.  "  The  site  of  the  Preto- 
ria, at  the  eastern  end,  is  very  distinguishable,  with  two  entrances 
through  the  vallum,  answering  to  each  side  of  the  Pretorium,  and  a  road 
leading  down  to  the  river.  The  ground  within  the  vallum  is  crowded  with 
the  ruins  of  stone  buildings,  which  appear  to  have  stood  in  lineal  directions, 
ssramg  streets,  two  on  the  sooth  side  and  two  on  the  north,  intersected 
s>  6V  auddte  by  a  cross  street  from  north  to  south.  On  the  south  side, 
arthoat  the  vallum  and  foss,  many  rains  of  buildings  appear,  and  some  on 
At  north."    Hate.  I.  73. 


13*  NQtTHUMBBIU'ANl!. 

any  thing  from,  except  that  it  mentions  Ulpius,  who  wai 
Lieutenant  of  Britain  in  the  reign  of  Commodus/  A  statue  of 
Europe  of  very  pretty  workmanship,  in  free-stone,  but  broken 
into  three  pieces,  and  the  head  and  anns  of  Europa,  and  the 
legs,  head,  and  tail,  of  the  bull  wanting-  The  feet  of  the  butt 
rest  upon  a  long  scaley  fish,  symbolical  of  the  sea  :— 

Ausa  est  qtioque  regia  virgo 
Neacia  qucm  prenieret,  tergo  considere  tauri. 
Turn  Deua  a  terra,  aiccoque  &  littore,  scnsim 
fafsa  pedy.ni  priff p  vejtigia.  nqwt  \n  qu<fe. 
In<Je  aWt  ulterius,  mediique  peif  atqq^ra  panto* 
Fert  pnedam.    Pavet  ha?c ;  litfy»cpe  aW*t*  ^"Ctqin 
Respicit,  et  dcxtra  cornu  tenet  j  altera  dorso 
Jroposita  eat :  tremulae  siooantur  flamine  testes. 

OVID.  METAM. 

The  following  inscription  is  upon  a  large  free-stone  taj>le,  *t 
present  broken  into  four  pieces.  There  is  a  peat  moulding 
round  the  inscription,  much  of  which  has,  been  purposely 
erased.  The  letters  in  the  original  are  much  complicated,  but 
perfectly  legible : — 

IMP  CABS AVREL 

AVG 

P B.  f C°S  PP  DiVJ 

DlVi  SEVER.  NEP • 

CAESAR.  IMPER 

ALJE.  II.  A8TVR VSTAT 

ERVNT.  PER.  Bf  ARIVM.  VALER 
INSTANTE.  SEPTiMIO  NIIXX  P 
DEDICATVM.  III.  KAL.  NQVEM.  GR-EO  ET  8EL-... 

Concerning  this,  it  is  observable,  that  it  has  been  made  in  the 
time  of  Alexander  Severus,  by  the  second  wing  of  the  Asti,  to 
commemorate  the  rebuilding  of  some  edifice,  which  had  become 
ruinous  through  age,  and  which  was  dedicated  on  the  third  of  the 
kalends  of  November.  The  ruined  granary  at  Great  Chester* 
was  also  repaired  by  the  second,  q^ofi  of  the  Asti,  under  \k* 

•  Ziphil.  1.  Uxii.  pp.  8*0— 8$4, 
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same  emperor,  wio  commenced  bis  reign,  A.  D.  9Q%  and  was 
murdered  in  225.  We  suspect,  from  the  space  in  this  inscrip- 
tion, between  COS  andBP,  tbatitedate  should  be, fixed  in  226, 
when  this  fiesrerus  was  second  time  consul.  Laftnpridius  says 
tf  ;him :  "  in  OBritania  (at  alii  volunt  iniGallia)  in  *ico  cui  Sicila 
nosnen  est  euin  Dccidemint."  Xhe  erasures  on  this:*tone  prove 
that  he  fell  into  disgrace  with  the  soldiers.  Alfwakl,  Xing  of 
Northumberland,  in  A.  D.  766,  was  alab  in  a  .place  .called  by 
Hoveden  and  others,*  "  ScUe*Chtster  juxto  mt*rwn."  It  soKyf 
perhaps,  be  thought  a  wide  conjecture,  <to  auppose  rthat  JSicile, 
CHunmm,  and  ScitenQhester,  are -names  of  the  same  placet  -Bad 
that  the  ground  here  has  been  sanctified  -with -the  blood  of  ithe 
benevolent  Alexander  Se  varus,  :and  .of  Alfwald,  called  by 
Simeon  of  Durham,  Rex  pius.et  Justus. 

At  this  station  was  also  found  a  fine  consular  medalion  of 
Hadrian,  four  inches  in  circumference ;  the  legend  round  the 
bead,  Hadriano  Aug.  Cwsari,  and:  on  the  obverse,  S.  P.  Q.  R 
Optimo  Principi.  S.  C  encircled  with  a  civic  garland. f 

On  the  west  side  of  this  station,  finely  situated  on  rich  and 
rising  ground,  and  commanding.  nmextenriv&andiweU-cultivattifl 
prospect,  is  Chrstbhs,  the  seat  of  ftathaniehClayton,  ;£sq.  It 
was  built  by  John  Errington,  'Esq.  of  Wahrick  Grange,  who 
afterwards  sold  it  to  Adam  Askew,  Esq.  patentee,  high-aherflF 
of  the  county  of  Durham,  and  of  whom  jit  was  soon  after  pur- 
chased by  its  present  possessor. 

Warwick  Grange  stands  on  a  rook,  in  a  ilowiand  secluded 
rituatioo,  on  the  brink  of  the  North  Tyne.  The  ancient  dwell- 
ing  was  built  after  the  manner  of  the  border  towers  x  the  addi* 
lions  to  it  in  the  modern  style.  It  was  the  seat  of  Anthony 
Errington,  Esq.  in  1551;  and  of  his  lineal  descendant,  John, 
in  the  latter  part  of  last  century.  The  estate  is  leasehold,  un- 
der the  Northumberland  family.  There  are  several  Roman  an- 
tiquities, brought  from  Cilurnum,  and  chiefly  of  the  sepulchral 

K4  kind, 

*  ftim,  Don.  Col.  110.    Ric.  Hagust  Col.  298.    Chron.  Hen.  Hnnt. 
t  Wajlif,  II.  68. 
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kind,  in  the  garden-wall  here ;  but  none  of  them  are  very  in* 
teresting. 

Walwick  was  purchased  by  the  Rev.  Cuthbert  Wilson,  son 
of  Justice  Wilson,  by  Mr.  Dixon,  who  sold  it  to  Henry  Tulip, 
Esq.  of  Fallowfield.  It  is,  at  present,  the  residence  of  the 
Rev.  Robert  Clark.  The  prospect  from  it  is  exceedingly  fine, 
reaching  as  far  as  Swinburne  Castle,  on  one  side,  and  to  the 
plantations  of  Minster  Acres  and  the  blue  mountains,  in  the 
district  of  Weardale,  on  the  other.  Concerning  the  plinth  of  a 
pillar,  in  the  corner  of  the  Stack  Yard,  on  the  edge  of  the 
military  way  here,  Mr.  Hutton  observes :  "  I  saw  a  beautiful 
pedestal,  pannelled,  moulded,  and  fluted,  in  perfection,  two 
feet  by  eighteen  inches,  no  doubt  a  Roman  relic,  degraded  to 
a  shabby  prop,  as  a  thing  of  no  value."* 


NORTH  TINDALE. 

The  parish  of  Simonburn  is  remarkable  for  being  the 
largest  in  the  diocese  of  Durham.  It  extends  from  the 
Roman  Wall  to  Liddesdale,  in  Scotland,  a  space  of  thirty- 
two  measured  miles ;  in  which  are  only  two  chapels  of  ease, 
Bellingham  and  Falstone.     "  In  Northe  Tyndale  is  but  one 

-paroche  church,  called  Simonsburne.  In  it  is  aliquot  sacella. 
Sens  I  hard  that  Simonsburne  is  in  Sowth  Tyndale,  and  that 
in  Northe  Tindale  is  onely  Belingeham  chapel,  longinge  to  Si- 
monsburne."t  The  aliquot  sacella  here  mentioned,  were  pro* 
bably  the  chapels  of  Houghton  Castle,  Kirkfield,  Falstone,  and  the 
one  at  Burnskirk,  on  the  south  side  of  Dead- Water,  where  some 
grave-stones  still  remain.  Kirkfield  Chapel  is  about  half  a  mile 
from  Wark,  and,  by  an  arch  and  two  pillars  in  its  north  wall, 

•  appears  to  have  consisted  of  two  aisles :  a  tomb-stone  remains 
at  it,  dated  A.  D.  1686.  The  parish  church  is  dedicated  to  Su 
Simon.     Edward  the  First  took  the  advowson  of  it,  with  other 

property, 
•  Roman  Wall,  p.  1 11.  t  Lei.  It.  Vol.  VII.  fol.  74. 


NORTHUMBERLAND.  137 

property,  from  the  see  of  Durham,  in  the  time  of  Anthony 
Beck,  because  that  prelate  refused  to  observe  a  treaty  the  king 
had  made  between  him  and  the  Prior  of  Durham.  John  Darcy 
left  the  advowson  of  it  to  Queen  Philippa,  who  gave  it  to 
Windsor  College*  It  fell  to  the  crown  by  the  attainder  of  the 
last  Earl  of  Derwentwater,  and  at  present  belongs  to  Green- 
wich Hospital.  Its  revenues  are  upwards  of  50001.  a  year ;  but 
an  act  of  parliament  has  lately  passed,  to  divide  it  into  five 
rectories,  after  the  decease  of  the  present  incumbent,  and  to 
bestow  them  upon  naval  chaplains.  A  scull,  says  Wallis,  wad 
found  in  a  grave  in  this  church,  with  the  figure  of  a  large 
scallop  shell  on  the  back  of  it,  and  of  a  torcular  shell  at  one  of 
the  auditories.  The  chancel  has  once  had  considerable  ele- 
gance, its  door-way  on  the  south  side  being  rich  Gothic,  and 
its  original  windows  long,  spear-pointed,  and  finely  ornamented, 
but  now  walled  up.  At  the  east  end  of  the  south  aisle  is  the  effigies 
of  the  Rev.  Cuthbert  Ridley,  a  child,  and  a  youth,  cut  in  stone, 
with  an  inscription,  dated  1625.  Mr.  Wallis,  author  of  the 
history  of  this  county,  was  several  years  curate  of  this  parish. 

Simonburn  Castle  formerly  belonged  to  the  Herons  of  Chip- 
chase,  who  sold  it  to  the  Allgood  family.  «  It  was  pulled 
down,  to  satisfy  a  violent  curiosity  the  country  people  had  for 
searching,  like  King  John  at  Corbridge,  and  Nero  at  Carthage, 
for  hidden  treasure ;  where  they  succeeded  no  better  than  those 
two  royal  money-hunters,  who  got  nothing  but  rubbish  for 
their  pains.  Part  of  the  west  end  was  rebuilt,  1766,  with  two 
small  turret*  at  the  angles."* 

Numwick,  also,  came  by  purchase  from  the  Herons  to  the 
Allgood*.  This  seat  was  erected  by  Sir  Lancelot  Allgood,  Knight, 
who  was  high-sheriff  for  this  county  in  1746.  It  is  a  hand- 
some building,  of  white  free-stone.  On  the  west  it  is  screened 
with  a  fine  wood,  and  from  the  terrace  the  prospect  over  the 
fertile  banks  of  the  North  Tyne  is  extremely  rich  and  diver- 
sified.   In  a  field  adjoining  this  house  were  five  upright  pillars, 

in 
•  Wtlat,  II.  55. 
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Borrows,  and  Hawgston,  belonging  to  Sir  John  Wetheryngton, 
beyng  thought  mete  places"  for  the  keeper  of  Tindale  to  live 
in.*  It  is  quite  demolished*  Its  area  has  formed  an  oblong 
square,  in  length  about  120  yards,  defended  on  three  sides  by 
a  deep  foss,  ten  yards  broad ;  the  east  side  lying  on  a  steep 
descent  At  each  corner  have  been  turrets ;  and  traces  of  an 
outward  wall  appear,  f 


REDESDALE 

is  the  name  of  a  district,  comprising  the  parishes  of  Elsdon  and 
Corsenside.  Richard  de  Umfranvill  held  the  vale  of  Redesdale, 
by  the  service  of  guarding  it  from  thieves  ;%  and  his  successor, 
Gilbert,  held  it  "  per  regalem  potestatem."  §  But,  as  this  dis- 
trict continued  a  nest  of  lawless  freebooters,  it  was  enacted  by 
parliament,  in  1420,  that  the  statute  of  the  second  year  of  Henry 
the  Fifth,  against  the  robbers  of  Tindale,  should  be  extended  to 
those  of  Redesdale,  "  that  they  should  be  outlawed,  and  their 
property  forfeited."  Harbottle  Castle,  and  the  manor  of  Otter- 
burne,  were  held  of  the  king,  in  capite,  by  Robert  Umfranvill, 
in  1428,  "  by  the  service  of  keeping*  the  valley  of  Riddesdale 
free  from  xvolves  and  robbers,  which  service  was  adjudged  to  be 
great  serjantry.  Upon  search,"  at  this  time,  "  it  was  found  in 
one  of  the  books  of  knights'  fees,  in  the  custody  of  the  king's 
remembrancer,  that  Gilbert  de  Humfranvill  held  Riddesdale 
per  regalem  potestatem,  by  royal  power.  There  was  no  species 
of  tenure  in  England  known  by  the  name  of  tenure  by  royal 

power. 

•  Sir  R.  SadU  St.  Pap.  Vol.  I.  p.  490.  t  Hutch.  I.  19$. 

|  Test,  de  Nev.  p.  592.  The  printed  copy  of  this  record  makes.no  men* 
tion  of  wolves  or  foxes ;  bat  a  Harlean  MS.  of  the  time  of  Henry  the 
Third,  says,  in  one  part — "  Idem  Henricus  tenuit  de  Rege  in  capite  in 
com'  Nerthumbrise  maoerium  de  Laxton— per  serjentiam  ad/ugantT  lupcm 
cum  embus  suit  per  quatuor  com'  f  and  in  another  part — "  idem  ViUli 
tenuit  lnanerium  de  Laxton— de  Rege  in  capite  per  serjentiam  eurrendi  mi 
kvwvm  ad  madatam  Regis** 

lb.  385. 
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power.  I  do  humbly  apprehend,  that  in  this  case  the  tenure 
was  barony,  accompanied  with  a  full  power  of  a  Lord  Marcher 
foreagainst  Scotland,  like  that  baronial  power  which  was  an- 
ciently vested  in  the  Earl  of  Chester,  for  the  time  being,  or 
some  other  great  Lord  Marcher  foreagainst  Wales."*  In  1567 
this  *  province*  belonged  to  the  crown,  f  Lord  Redesdale  is 
the  greatest  landholder  here,  but  the  Duke  of  Northumberland, 
lord  paramount  of  the  district,  for  which  he  holds  a  court-leet 
atElsdon. 

Risingham  is  supposed  by  Camden  to  be  a  compound  of 
Old  English  and  German,  and  to  mean  the  Habitation  of 
Giants,  because  Risingberg,  in  Germany,  signifies  '  the  moun- 
tain of  giants.'  Wallis  says  it  means  *  the  hamlet  on  a  rising 
ground  J  RlCCingahaem  signifies  the  home  of  the  ozier  mea* 
daws.  This  is  the  modern  name  of  a  Roman  station  on  the 
western  branch  of  Watling  Street,  twelve  miles  from  the  wall, 
and  on  the  brink  of  the  river  Rede.  Its  area  contains  three 
acres,  three  roods,  and  twenty-six  perches,  and  is  covered  with 
die  lines  of  ancient  buildings.  The  walls  are  high  ridges  of 
rains ;  they  make  a  flexure  at  the  north  gate,  where  a  sluggish 
back-water  from  the  Rede  lies  against  them.  The  ditch  is  in 
many  places  very  visible.  Opposite  this  station  lie  many  large 
stones  in  the  river,  with  holes  in  them,  somewhat  in  the  man- 
ner of  lewis-holes,  as  if  they  had  been  used  in  a  bridge.  Forty 
years  since  a  mile  pillar  was  standing,  a  mile  south  of  the 
station ;  and  at  present  there  is  one  used  as  a  gate-post,  oppo* 
site  the  door  of  the  inn  at  Woodbridge.  Wading  Street  is  very 
visible  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  in  one  place  has  left  the 
ancient  appellation  learn y  to  two  farm-houses,  as  it  has  done 
in  Learning  Lane,  in  Yorkshire,  and  as  the  Roman  way,  Raking* 
dike,  from  Lanchester  to  South  Shields,  has  done  in  Learn 
Lane,  in  the  parish  of  Jarrow.  "  Here,"  says  Camden,  "  are 
many  and  considerable  remains  of  antiquity;  and  the  inhabitants 
•ay  that  the  god  Mogon  a  long  while  defended  this  place  against 

some 
*  Madox,  Bar.  Aug.  p.  244*  t  £ach.  10  Ettc 
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tome  sokhn  or  Pdgan  Prince.  Nor  do  thdy  speak  at  random} 
for  that  this  god  was  worshipped  here,  appears  from  two  alto* 
lately  taken  out  of  the  river  here,  with  die  following  inscrip^ 
fctona:"— DEO  MOGONTI  CAD.  ET.  N.  DN  AVG.  M.  G. 
SECUNDINVS  BF.  COS.  HABITANCI  PRIMA  STA^ 
PRO  8E  ET  SVIS  POS.  This  is  in  Trinity  College,  Cam* 
bridge.  Roth  Camden  and  Woodford  begin  with  DEO,  bat  no 
footer  or  trace  of  it  appeared  to  Horsley,  and  Woodford  has 
TAI...  instead  of  TA,  in  the  sixth  line.  This  Mogon  was  a 
locrfl  deity  of  the  Cacteni,  who  are  the  same  as  the  Gadeni  of 
Ptofomy1.  The  Beneficiarii  were  soldiers  who  attended  the 
ehkf  officfete  of  the  army,  and  were  exempt  from  doty,  as  we 
learn  from  Festtfe,  somewhat  like  our  cadets.  Prima  Statu* 
nay  imply  that  it  was  the  first  northern  station  at  the  time  the 
altar  was  erected  ;*  or  that  it  was  the  first  station  north  of  the 
wall.  Habttancum  was  evidently  its  Roman  name: — DEO 
MOVNO  CAD.  INVENTVS  DO  V.  S.  This,  perhaps, 
rifeo  belongs  to  the  god  Mogon.— D.  M.  BLESCIVS  DIOVT- 
GVS  FILIAE  SVAE  VIXSIT  ANVM.  I.  .ET  DIE.  XXI. 
In  Trinity  College.  The  rudeness  of  the  letters  in  the  original, 
their  scattered  position,  and  the  stops  on  each  side  the  I, 
are  very  remarkable.f— MIL   CVI   PRAEEST.   M   PERE- 

GRINIUS   SVPER.  TRIB COH.    I.   VANG    FECIT 

CVRANTE  IVL.  PAVLO.  TRIB.  In  Trinity  College. 
DEAE  TERTIAN AE  SAGRVM  AEL.  TIMOTHEA  P 
V.  8.  LL.  M.  The  original  lost,  and  nothing  known  respecti- 
ng the  goddess  Tertian*  HERCULI  IVL  PAVLLYS 
TRIB  V.  S.  On  an  altar,  used  as  a  gate-post,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  station  in  Horsley's  time.  ...AVR.  ANTONINI. 
PH.  AVG.  M.  MESSORIVS  DILIGENS  TRIBVNVS 
SACRVM.  At  Trinity  College.  There  is  no  doubt  but  pro 
salute  imperatoris  M.  has  gone  before,  and  perhaps  the  altar 
has  been  to  Jupiter  Optimus  Maximus,  or  to  Jupiter  and  th£ 

Avgosti,  as  ait  Benwell.      M.  A.  Antoninus,   called 

Philosophus, 

♦  Gtoglft  eaauf.  III.  255.  t  Horsley,  No.  XC. 
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ffaflofopbut*  had  wars  here,  and  hi*  legate,  Calpuraiua  Agrieok, 
j*  mated  iwanf  inscription  or  two  in  these  parte ;  and  I  an  apt 
to  ttfsdc,  thai  both  tins  inscription,  and  some  others  m  the 
■ottkv  belong  la  thaC  emperor.*'*  DEO.  INVICTo  HER* 
CVLL  8AC1L  I*  AEMIL,  SALVANVS  TRIR  CoH.  J 
VAMQi  V.&LM,  This  is  als*  in  Trinity  CoHege,  very 
sMirey  large,  atid  tteantiftil ;  on  one  side  an  ok,  en  the  otter 
tte  pwest^vtil  and  patent —.^1  COS  Cvl  PRE  N.  AVRELv 
CAST.  VBTvsTaTC  CoNLaBIS.  This  i*  kttt;  Mr.  Gtf* 
dbatrveij  "As* vetustate  cettlAbsam,  tfigriifiee a fJntinfc  to  den 
c*f,  sattt  *ot  a  destraetftm  by  fire,  war,  e*  orther  enemy  that 
sgttfndiMgleet."  NVMIOTB  A VGVSTOR  COH  IHl  6 AL. 
Bfe  AGr  <(  Tfas  long  stone,"  says  Camden,  "  na*  aft  efe* 
gmtrtlkty  for  attrpasflftag  life  rest  in  efcecuttoft,  inscribed,  by 
the  fourth  cbhtfrft  <rf  Gaulish  he*se,  tof  the  dignities  of  the  em- 
perora."  There  is  an  engraving  from  the  original,  which  is 
in  Trinity  College,  in  Speed's  map  of  this  county.  Mars  and 
Victory  are  set  in  a  niche  on  each  side  of  the  stone.  "  The 
emperors,  in  honour  of  whom  it  was  erected,  I  take  to  be  Se- 
vens and  Caracalla,  Who  were  much  hereabout,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, were  possessed  of  this  very  station."  J  These  ten  pre- 
ceding inscriptions  are  all  mentioned  by  Camden:  the  three 
following  were  first  published  in*  Warburton's  map.  MARTI 
VICTORS VS  PVBL^JVS.  Tftlfi.  V.  S.  L.  M.  There 
is  Mars  and  Victory  on  tlte  capital,  and  an  ox's  head  on  the 
bsaaof  Chk  efeuv— FORTVNA  AV6  AEL  PROCVLIN  V. 
&  The  third  of  these  b  a  dedication  MARTI  VICTOR!,  by 
» tribune;  but  kfo  very  imperfect*  Dr.  Hunter  §  first  noticed 
the  following  fragment*  which*  Hutchinson  saw  walled  up  hi 
ahoyse  upon  the  station**r...DOLOCHENO  C.  IVL.  PVBL 
MV8  TMB  V.  fc  U  M>  The  letters  I  O  M  have  either 
hot*  at  the  top  of  th*  plane  of  thi*  aktar,  dad  struck  dff  with 
the  capital,  or  else  upon  the  capital  Rselft    Bt*ide#the  above, 

Horsley 

p.  as*,         t  Goasjb,  HL  str.         t  Hontey,  p.  ttf. 
$  PftJlot.Tnsa.  No.  tf&    Gib*  CsomL  KK*. 
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Horaley  hat  *  tiro  sepulchral  inscriptions,  two  reliefs,  and  an 
altar  to  Jupiter,  found  here ;  also  a  rude  bas  relief  of  a  Roman 
archer,  called  Robin  of  Rtiingham,  or  Robin  of  Redesdale?  it 
is  near  the  Park-head,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  station,  on  a 
huge  piece  of  fallen  rock.  Mr.  Hutchinson  disagrees  with 
Horsley,  in  calling  it  Roman ;  and  says,  that  the  appellation 
Robin  of  Redesdale,  was  given  to  one  of  the  Umfranvills,  and 
that  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  Fourth,  one  Hilliard,  of  the 
Lancastrian  party,  was  thus  denominated^  This  inscription, 
D  M  AEMILLIANVS  ANNORVM  X,  we  copied  from  the 
original  at  Campville :  it  was  communicated,  with  another  se- 
pulchral inscription,  to  Mr.  Hutchinson.  The  two  next  were 
also  found  here,  and  described  by  Lionel  Charlton,  in  the  Gen- 
tleman's Magazine,  in  1753,  at  which  time  one  of  them  was  in 
a  eow-house,  the  other  in  a  chimney,  at  Woodburn : — 

1  O  to 

vi  xn  c.  r 

Q  C  A 
AEMO   AEMIIANVS 
TRIB  C°H.  I  VANG 

•  •••XII  :  C.  R 

QC.U 

IVI.  VICTOR 

TRBV.  C°H.  IV 

ANGONVM. 

Mr.  Brand  has  published  the  following  in  his  History  of 
Newcastle::):-- MATRIBVS  TRAMARINIS  IVL.  VICTOR 
V.  S.  LM.  It  is  upon  a  handsome  altar,  discovered  here  in 
1783.  Spon's  account  of  the  Dee  Matres  is,  that  they  were 
deified  women,  who,  while  living,  were  thought  to  have  the 
gift  of  prophecy,  and  after  their  death  seem  to  have  been  wor- 
shipped as  a  sort  of  genii,  or  tutelar  deities  of  the  places  where 
they  resided.    This  altar  is  at  Campeville. 

Elsdoh 

*  P.  240.  t  Hatch.  I.  pp.  191,  192.    Hontey,  p.  239. 

t  Vol.  I.  p.  616.    See  Horetay,  pp.  SOI,  372. 
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Ei*Dfcv  ptRflhis  about  twentjNtwo  miles  long  and  wren  miles 
faioad,aiidHmitBJm4bM  The  village  of  Ek- 

danhas  «b  animal  fair,  Jar  cattle,  an  the  twentywth  of  August. 
The  parish  dkardi  is  ancient*  and  has  once  been  much  larger 
on  the  north  aide,  hi  deariag  away  the  earth  recuaubent  against 
tfce  north  Uaaauyi,  the  bones  of  upwards  of  one  >faundred  per- 
eons  were  lately  found,  regularly  deposited  in  double  rows,  the 
scull  of  owe  alternately  lying  between  the  thigh  bones  of  an- 
other. Behind  the  chancel  was  aba  found  a  tomb-stone,  with 
across  and  a awurd carved  upon  it;  the  monument  of  a  ywung 
man,  as  appeared  by  the  beautiful  freshness  of  his  teeth.  The 
tvctory-kHMt  to  a  strong  eld  tower,  with  a  circular  staircase  at 
one  comer;  its  lowest  story  is  spanned  with  onesatgenrch;  eh 
its  front  are  the  arms  of  the  Huautranvilles,  and  beneath  thefti*- 

The  M<*t  Hill,  on  the  north  aide  of  fete  village,  has,  as  2s 
name  effaces,  been  a  place  of  assembly,  on  public  occasions,  In 
Saxon  time* ;  though  the  remains  of  strong  masonry,  and  two 
ineoriptiens*  found  upon  it,  prove  that  it  has  been  used  as  an 
exploratory  hfll  by  the  Romans,  though  its  features  -at  presjpnt 

Vol.  XII.  L  bear 

*  Bones  of  different  kinds  of  animals,  boar's  tusks,  an  tirn  wiffc  ashes  of 
beau,  were,  aht>ut  thirty-five  years  since,  dug  np  here.  The  inscrip- 
tsatart  la  HorsJey  *s  foHow*  :— 

*.    B-NO  GENERIS 
HVMAN.  IMPE 

1.    DEOMATvNO..  RANTE  C 

PRO  SALVTE,  

aug.  p*.  pr.  posvrr 

AC  DEDfCAVIT 
C.  A.AG1L... 

9aametatf«<b«^t{hattbe^4M%ffmt^i«in«  of  the  *ame*osfe,  and  that 
Ja^aasaJdheqwasltBas:    PeaMaaaiojrdsartfteet  btpoteactis  fcumaei 

i  Gtta  Anfurtaaab legato  angostaU  proprsstore  posvit  ajp 

ion  Autos  Acilius.*  •  •  •  Mr.  Horsley,  however,  did  not  entirely 
» la  tfaps  readiaf ,  supposing  that  the  chasms  in  the  third  and  fourth 
i  of  Hie  ascend  suoett  benued  ap  with  u  CaJpurnfta  Agricda." 
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bear  bo  resemblance  of  Roman  origin*  It  consists  of  two  cir- 
cles, detached  from  each  other  by  ditches,  about  thirty  feet 
deep,  and  defended  by  high  breast-work  on  their  margins.  Fa- 
bulous tradition  relates  that  a  giant,  called  Ella,  resided  here, 
and  committed  great  ravages  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Bereneu  Chapel,  in  this  parish,  had  a  long  time  kid  in  ruins 
but  was  rebuilt  by  voluntary  subscription  in  1793,  when  it  was 
endowed  with  17501. ;  whereof.  12Q0L  was  given  by  the  Rev. 
L.  Dutens,  rector  of  Elsden ;  4001.  by  the  governors  of  Queen 
Anne's  bounty,  and  1501.  by  the  subscribers  to  the  edifice* 

OtterbubAh  Castle,  says  Leland,  standeth  on  "  Otter 
tn  Ridesdale."  John  Hall,  Esq.  whose  ancestors  had  been 
long  seated  here,  was  a  magistrate*  and  captain  of  a  train-band 
in  Queen  Anne's  time*  He  engaged  in  the  rebellion,  in  1715, 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Preston,  in  Lancashire,  and  executed  at 
Tyburne*  His  estates  being  forfeited,  were  purchased  by  Hall 
of  Catcleugh,  whose  son  Robert  left  them  to  the  father  of  Mr. 
Ellis,  their  present  possessor,  whose  mansion-house  is  founded 
upon  the  site  of  the  old  castle.  In  his  account*  of  the  battle 
fought  here,  on  the  ninth  of  August,  1388,  Froisart  describes 
this  fortress  as  "  toilerably  strong,  and  situated  among  marches, 
which  the  Scots  attacked  so  long,  and  so  unsuccessfully,  that 
they  were  fatigued,  and  afterwards  sounded  a  retreat.'9  In 
council,  however,  it  was  agreed  to  renew  the  attack  in  the  cool 
of  next  morning ;  but  to  many  of  them  the  light  of  that  morn* 
ing  never  shone*  Under  the  Earls  of  Douglas,  Morray,  and 
March*  they  had  a  little  time  before  entered  Northumberland, 
crossed  the  Tyne,  and  burned  the  country  as  for  as  Brancepeth 
Castle,  and  then  returned,  laden  with  plunder.  In  their  way 
back  they  lay  three  days  before  Newcastle,  in  which  time  there 
was  much  skirmishing,  and  Sir  Henry  Percy  lost  his  .pennon  in 
an  encounter  with  Douglas,  who  boasted  he  would  fix  it  upon 
This  Castle  of  Dalkeith.    The  morning  after  this— 

•n* 

•  B.  m*  «.  «*—!* 9.  Joko***  TnuMUtba,  V#L  IX*  p.  2*7—28*. 
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The  Dowgfes  ttrnyd  hjrai  hdraWarde  agayfte, 

For  toth  wtthowghtefi  nhye,  ,  ' 

He  took  his  logeynge  at  Ottterborue,  ,         • 

Upon  a  Wedyntday  ;*,  .*  r  t       , 

in  his  road  to  which  place  he  tmrned  the  castle  of  Ponetace, 
and  took  its  owner,  Sir  Haymo  de  *  Alphel,\  prisoned  While 
they  were  at  supper,  and  "  some  were  gone  to  sleep,  fot^  they 
had  laboured  hard  during  the  day  at  the  attack  of  the  castfe" 
of  Otterbutne,  the  English,  from  Newcastle,  entered  their  camp 
with  the  cry>  *  Percy  I  Percy!'  It  was  moon-light.  The  as- 
sault, by  mistake,  was  made  among  the  huts  of  the  servants, 
which  gave  the  Scotch  (who  had  settled  their  plans  of  defence 
in  case  of  attack)  time  to  wheel  along  the  mountain  side,  and 
fall  upon  the  English  flank.  The  battle  now  raged.  Douglas 
and  Hotspur  had  met,  and  the  Scotch  were  giving  way,  when 
Sir  Patrick  Hepburne  and  his  son  came,  and  renewed  the  fight* 
M  The  Earl  of  Douglas,  who  was  of  a  high  spirit,  seeing  his  men 
repulsed,  seised  a  battle-axe  with  both  his  hands  like  a  gallant 
knight,  and,  to  rally  his  men,  dashed  into  the  midst  of  his 
enemies,  and  gave  such  blows  on  all  around  him,  that  no  one 
could  withstand  them,  but  all  made  way  for  him  on  every  side, 
until  he  was  met  by  three  spears  that  pointed  at  him;  one  struck 
him  on  the  shoulder,  another  on  the  stomach,  near  the  belly, 
and  the  third  entered  his  thigh.  He  could  never  disengage 
himself  from  these  spears,  but  was  borne  to  the  ground,  fight- 
ing desperately.  From  that  moment  he  never  rose  again.  Some 
of  his  knights  and  esquires  had  followed  him,  but  not  all ;  for, 
though  the  moon  shone,  it  was  rather  dark.9'  When  his  fol- 
lowers came  up  they  found  him  stretched  upon  the  ground,  with 
his  valiant  chaplain  and  a  wounded  knight  by  his  side.  "  Thanks 

L2  to 

*  Tlie  Battle  of  Otterburne,  an  old  ballad, 
t  Probably  Sir  "Aymeru?  de  Athcle,"  who  was  idieriff  of  Northumberland, 
is  1381.    Ponteland,  as  part  of  the  Mitford  barony,  was,  at  this  time,  a 
twaaesrion  of  Sir  Thomas  Percy,  by  his  marriage  with  Elisabeth,  co-heiress 
«f  David  Strabolgie,  Earl  of  AthoL 
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to  God,"  say*  be,  «  I  die  like  my  fcie&lhtf*,  in  a  field  of 
battle,  and  not  in  my  chamber  opon  my  bed*  Raise  up  my 
banner,  and  continue  the  cry  of  *  Douglas  1*  but  tell  neither 
friend  nor  foe  that  I  am  dead."  The  mam  force  of  the  English 
army  marched  over  his  body.  Sir  Ralph  Percy,  badly  wound- 
ed, was  soon  after  taken  prisoner.  The -contention  still  conti- 
nued fierce;  but  when  the  Men  banner  again  came  forward, 
with  the  cry  of  "Douglas1.  Douglas!"  the  Scotch  made  a  furious 
attack,  and  the  English,  weary  with  a  long  day's  march,  and 
the  fatigue  -of  battle,  at  last  gave  way,  and  were  completely 
overthrown,  fir  Ralph  Percy,  and  other  distinguished  charac- 
ters, to  the  number  of  1000,  were  taken  prisoners :  upwards  of 
1800  were  killed,  and  above  1000  wounded.  Soon  after  the 
Bishop  of  Durham  came  up  with  fresh  troops,  but  finding  the 
Scotch  strongly  entrenched,  and  being  deceived  in  their  num- 
bers, by  their  blowing  a  clamorous  concert  with  their  bonis, 
they  determined  to  return  qgain  to  Newcastle.  I  was  told,  says 
Froisart,  that  this  battle  was  "la  {Jus  dure  et  la  plus  cruelle  el 
la  nriex  combattue  que  jamais  bataille  rut.  Ce  que  croy.  Car 
Anglois  d*un  coet£  et  Escocois  de  1'autre  sont  moult  boss  genu 
d'armes  et  quand  ils  se  trouvent  ou  rencontrent  an  party 
d'armes  c'est  sans  s'epargner.  II  n'y  a  entre  eux  aid  ho.  Taut 
que  lances,  esjrees,  haokes,  et  dagues  peuvont  durer  ils  fierent 
et  frapent  Pun  sur  1'autre  et  quand  ils  se  sont  bien  bottus  et  qua 
Pun  partie  obtient,  ils  se  glorifient  tant  en  leurs  amies,  et 
si  rqjouis  que  sur  les  champs  ceux  qui  sont  pris  et  fiances  i 
ran^onnez;  et  savez  vous  comment  f  si  trostot  et  m  ooortoise* 
ment  que  chatrun  se  coutente  de  son  compaignon  et  qa'au  de* 
parteraent  ils  dient,  Grand  mercy.  Mais  en  coasbastant  et  en 
feisaut  amies  1'un  sur  1'autre  il  n'y  a  point  de  jeu  ni  d'epargne* 
Ain^ois  est  tout  a  certes,  et  bien  le  monstrent  la :  ainsi  que  jo 
vous  diray,  car  ceste  rencontre  fut  aussi  bien  deraenee  au  droit 
d'armes  que  nulle  chose  pfcut  ongques  estre." 
Mr.  Horsley,  in  a  letter*  to  R.Gale,  Esq.  December  thirteenth, 

1720, 
♦  Hatch.  Nortlnuak  I.  10*. 
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1729*  described  a  cairn  opened  near  Qtterbtmne  about  thai 
It  wae  computed  to  contain,  about  tixijjr  tone  of  boas 
under  which  appeared  a  large,  flat,  undvemedatoneytbat 
covered  a  cavity,  three  feat  Wag,  two  feet  broad,  and  about 
fear  feet  deep.  It  was  filled  about  eighteen/  inche*  with  fine 
mould,  next  was  a  layer  of  ashesy  mixed  with  piece*  of 
and  ba&burned  wood,  and  then  two/  feet  of  fine  rimer 
A  similar  monument,  near  High  Carrkii,  was  used  in 
a  kiln,  a  few  years  since:  in  im  eeiitve  was  a  cavity, 
aboned  by  fear  stones  set  on  edgey  and  covered  with  one  about 
eight  feet  long  and  five  feet  broad.  Hare  Cairn,  L  e.  armyft 
tomby  on  a  sheep-walk,  east  of  Rochester,  is  a  mass  of  loose 
atones,  twelve  feet  high,  and  sixty  yards  in  diameter.  TSkM- 
Lam  means  Tax  Hill*  and  is  the  name  of  a  moor  about  a  mite 
south-east  of  Bereness  Chapel,  on  which  are  thsee  rude  stone 
pillars,  in  a  triangle,  twelve  feet  asunder.  There  are  several 
cairns,  tumuli,  and  Druidical  circles,  scattered  over  this  district, 
especially  on  the  hills  towards  the  border* 

At  EUskaw,  between  Otterburne  and  Rochester,  was  an  hos* 
pital  and  a  chapel,  valued  in  the  Liber  Regis  at  He.  4d.  a  year; 
but  few  traces  of  them  at  present  remain.  About  the  spot  the 
ground  is  uneven,  with  foundations  of  other  buildings ;  and  a 
Roman  bridge  has  crossed  the  Rede  here,  as  is  evident  by  stones 
still  remaining,  joined  together  with  won  cramps  and  lead. 

Rochester  is  situated  in  Watling  Street,  eight  miles  north 
of  K'ringhft™,  and  twenty  of  the  wall.  It  is  the  6remenium  of 
Ptolomy  and  the  Itineracy,  as  is  proved  by  thia  inscription,  dis- 
covered by  Cannlen,  aixl  at  preeeirt  in  Trinity  Colitge  :—D  R  S 
DVPL.  N.  EXPDOR-  BREMEN.  ARAM  BOTJTVERVKT 
N.  E1VS  C.  CAEP  CHARfcTINO  TRH*  T.  Si  L.  M.  i.  <?. 
Dee  Roma?  sacrum  duplares  numeri  exploratorunr  Bremenii  aram 
instfcuerunt  numeni  ejus  Caio  Csepione  Charitino  tribuno,  Ac. 
Bifham1  numbers  Brem<ni«n  among  the  twetveawpandaiiy  antes 
m  Britainw  It  is  defended  by  three  rampart*  of  eeetfe  and  a 
wall  seven  feat  thick,   and  fancifully  chaqtwaed  with,  ashlar 

L  3  work, 
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work,  of  different  colours:  part  of  these  walls,  on  the  west  and 
south-west,  still  remain,  but  hidden  on  each  side  with  heaps  of 
ruins.  The  hypocaust,  mentioned  by  Hutchinson,  was  within 
the  walls,  at  the  north-east  compartment:  it  was  built  upon 
large  flat  stones,  upon  which  stood  rows  of  short  pillars,  bearing 
a  roof  of  thin  flat  stones,  then  a  layer  of  small  stones,  filled 
up,  and  levelled  with  river  sand,  and  then  covered  over  with 
strong  bath-plaster,  three  or  four  inches  thick.  The  conduits 
to  it  were  very  perfect.  Many  urns  have  been  found  within  the 
walls  about  the  north-west  corner ;  and  there  is  a  small  barrow 
in  the  field  west  of  the  station.  The  two  following  inscriptions 
are  on  oblong  stones :  the  first  of  them,  described  by  Horsley, 
who  had  it  in  his  possession ;  the  second  explained  by  Dr. 
Taylor,  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  in  1744,  and  at  pre- 
sent in  the  library  at  Durham  :— 

DEO  INVICTO  SOLI  SOC 
SACRVM.  PRO  SALVTE  ET 
INCOLVMITATE.  IMP.  CAES 
M.  AVRELi  ANTONINI  PIi  FELIC. 
AVG....L.  CAECILiVS  OPTATvS 
TRIE.  CoH.  I.  VARDVL.  CVM,  CoN- 

CRANELS  VOTvM.  DEO 

A  SOLO.  EXTRVCT. 

IMP.  CAES.  M.  AVRELIO 
SBVERO  ANTONINO 
PIO  FEUCI  ET  PARTHIC 
MAX.  BRIT.  MAX.  GERM. 
MAX.  PONTIFICI  MAXIM. 
TRIB.  POTEST.  XVIII.  IMP.  II. 
COS.  IIII.  PROCOS  P.  P.  COH.  I. 
FIDA.  VARDVL.  CREQ.  ©ANO. 
NNANA  FECIT  SVB  CVRO.  T  CO- 
LEG.  XX.  GR. 

The  fornfer  Mr.  Horsley  read :  Deo  iwcicto  soli  socio  mctum^ 
drc  tribumis  cohortit  prima  Vardulorum  cum  consecraneis  votut* 
diO  Umplum  «  solo  extructum;  and  remarks  concerning  it,  that 

"the 
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M  the  Antoninus,  for  whose  safety  this  was  vowed,  must  have 
been  either  Comroodus  or  Caracalla :  the  inscription  was  erected 
by  L.  Csecitius  Optatns,  tribune  of  the  first  cohort  of  the  Far- 
Attf,  a  people  of  Hispania  Citerior,  situated  not  far  from  the 
west  end  of  the  Pyrensen  mountains."*--The  «  CVM  CON,** 
I  reab%  says  Mr.  Gale,  with  the  beginning  of  4he  seventh  line, 
cum  consecraneis*  The  word  eonsecranei  is  not  very  common, 
bat  we  have  it  in  Capitolinus  (Gord.  c.  14,)  '  Sacrati  commili- 
tones,  imo  etiam  eonsecranei,  i.  e.  ejusdem  sacramenti  militaris 
participes,*  than  which  nothing  can  be  more  apposite."  The- 
latter  inscription  should  be  read  i—Imperatori  Caesari,  §c.  pro* 
consult  patri  patriae  cohorts  prima  fida  Vardulorum  civhtm  Ro- 
manorum  equitata  milliaria  Antoninianajecit  sub  extra  tribuni  col- 
legii  vicesimorum  grate.  From  which  it  appears  that  the  con- 
secranei of  this  place  were  a  college  of  twenty  persons,  con- 
cerning which  see  more  in  the  next  page. 

The  next  inscription  is  on  an  altar,  which  was  dug  up,  with 
several  coins,  in  Horsley's  time,  near  the  north-west  corner  of 
the  station.  SILVANO  P...NTHEO  PRO  SAL„.RVFTN 
TRIB  ET  LVCILLAE  EIVS  LIB.  CoS.  V.  S.  L.  M.  i.e. 
Silvano  Pantkeo  pro  salute  Ritfini  tribuni  et  Lucillce  (uxoris)  ejus 
Eutychus  libertus  consults,  &c.  This  altar  has  been  erected  for 
the  safety  of  Rufinus  the  tribune,  and  his  wife  Lucilla,  by  Euty* 
chus,  a  freedman  of  the  consul.  It  is  common  now  to  give  the 
name  Pantheus  to  the  figure  of  any  god  who  has  the  symbols  of 
other  gods  joined  with  his  own.f 

Mr.  Dutens,  rector  of  Elsden,  gives  %  this  inscription  from 
as  altar  found  at  Rochester,  and  at  present  at  Campeville  :— 

GENIO  ET  SIONIS 

COH  L  F.  MRDVL 

C  R.  EQ.    oo 

T.  LICINIVS  VALERI 

ANVS  TRIB. 

Genio 

9  Brit  Ron. p. 241.  Ses  U*  Vardnli  mtntiqned,  Beautict,  &c.  Vol.  I.  p.  til. 

t  Brit  Rom.  p.  243. 

t  la  bit  Explic.  de  qoefq.  Medailki,  &c.  Loftd.  1773,  4ts> 
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Gcitmei  signU  cohort**  prmwfcke  Vardulorum  oimm  Rma* 
n&naa  equitum  mUk  Titus,  Sfc 

The  three  following  inscripttoas  we  copied  from  very  perfect 
and  beautiful  altars  found  wUhia  tbia  asattoa,  in  the  ruin*  of  a 
laxge  building,  on  the  west  aide  of  the  south  gate.  The  original* 
are  al  Carapeville : — 

1.  DEAE  MI  2.  DE£  SANCTVE  3.  DEAE  MI 

JERVAE  ET  MINERVjE  NERVE  IVL 

GRNIO.  Cot  FLAV1VS  SE  CARANIV8 

LEO  L.  CJBCL  VBRINV8  &  C 

OPTATVS  TRIB  TRIBARAM 

V.,8.  L.  M.  DEDTT. 

The  first  of  these  should  be  read:— Deae  Minervae  et  Genio 
Cdllegii  Lucius  CaciKus  Optatus  tribunus  votum,  Ac.  Concerning 
which,  it  is  obsenrable,  that  this  altar,  and  that  inscribed  *  Deo 
invicto,'  are  dedicated  by  the  same  tribune,  and  that  the  terms 
"  cum  consecraneis"  and  "Genio  Collegii"  fully  establish  the 
existence  of  some  ancient  college,  or  guild,  in  this  stipendiary 
city.  Plutarch  says  of  Numa  Pompilius,  that  he  was  moat  of 
all  to  be  commended,  for  his  division  of  the  people  into  classes 
of  artificers:— 5i  it  i  hatopii  xai  a  rag  t^kk»  *v\nrZt>  Xfv^9xfw» 
tixtoia^,  paQutt,  <Txvror6fjui9,  axtnoh^Z*,  xabxiett,  xifapi'tfF.  Tmi 
i\  XohtokN  ti^ak  «K  rcurro  avtayayvt,  u  avro  ix  warSt  «*&*£*  oi/f 
t)fwt  *  xoiruriccf  ft  xai  ovf6$ovs  xai  Oitir  1»/*<KX  awohvf  ix&r*  ytm 
vpwovraf,  Tori  vprn*  fit  TiK  vqM*s  amta  tol  tJytrQa*  xai  w/u^icrSa* 
rovq  /**»,  Zofiiovf ,  tok  M,  P'*/A*tottf  *  xai  tov?  pit,  Tariov,  rove  fy 
PV^Xav  iroXir<K.4  Pliny  f  mentions  the  College  of  Copper- 
smiths as  the  third,  and  the  College  of  Potters  as  the  seventh, 
in  Numa'8  institution.  Cicero):  also  notices  the  Mercurial  and 
Capitoline  Colleges ;  and  AgeHius  §  the  College  of  Travellers. 

Concerning 

*  Wutar.  Para!,  in  Yit.  Nam.  Pomp.  Vol.  I.  p.  130.    Ed.  Hen.  Step 
157*. 

t  lib.  34*  cap.  1.    Lib.  35.  cap*  tt. 

X  Epiet,  Kb.  2.  ep.  5,  $  Ub,  12.  cap.  3. 
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C«HWn^  the  other  two  of  tA^fteip^rifKamig,  there  is  netting 
cemerkable,  except  their  being  dedicated  to  Minerva  only,  and 
the  last  being  erected  "  by  a  decree  of  the  senate."  There 
are  also  several  ftmeral  inscriptions,  and  curioua  figures  hi  ba»» 
■efief,  at  Campeville,*brooght  from  this  place,  and  amongst  th* 
rest  this  fragment  :— 

..E  L.  AVG 
..RO  CoS 
..CoH.  IF. 
..VB  CVRA 
•  •G.  AVG. 
IT,  F. 

from  which  little  more  can  be  gathered  than  that  it  has  been 
erected  in  memory  of  some  work  done  by  the  first  cohort  of 
Vardulians,  called  fida. 

In  our  visit  to  this  place,  in  September  1810,  we  found  two 
broken  inscriptions  in  the  possession  of  the  Rev.  —  Hope, 
who  resides  within  the  area  of  the  stations ;  and  the  following 
curious,  though  imperfect  inscription,  we  copied  from  a  stone 
in  a  wheat  field  across  the  rivulet,  and  opposite  the  north-east 
corner  of  the  station.  The  top  of  it  has  received  much  injury 
from  the  weather  :— 

I 

C F  AVG. 

....LVS  N.  ANOR  STEM  GoMPT 
B  R  BV  CoR  SVB  CVRVM 
TL  MAINIAE  ET  ALIMENT 
SVB  CVR  OPERVM  PVBL 
IVUA  LVCIUA  C.  F  MARITO 
BM  VIX  AN  XLVIII 
M.  V.  D.  XXV. 

Chipch ase  Castle.— Peter  de  Insula  held  Cbipches  and  Wit- 
hin, by  a  third  part  of  a  knight's  fee,  of  the  barony  of  Humfran- 
▼OL*    In  the  time  of  Henry  the  Eighth  it  was  the  residence  of 

Sir 
•  Test*  de  Nevil,  p.  382. 
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8k  John  Heron,  in  whoseikmByit  conturaed  four  detcents,  mm! 
then  fen  to  the  AQgoods,  who  soon  after  sold  it  to  John  Reed, 
Esq.  descended  from  the  ancient  family  of  Reeds  of  Trough* 
eed,  in  Rcdeacfade,  and  grandfather  of  its  present  possessor.. 
Lebnd  calls  "  Chipchase  a  peaty  towneancl  castle,  hard  on  the 
easte  parte  of  the  arrae  of  Northe  Tyne  ;"*  and  Sir  Ralph  Sad- 
ler, in  a  letter  to  Secretary  Cecil,  says,  "  the  most  apte  and 
convenyent  placis  for  the  keeper  of  Tmdale  to  reside  in  on  all 
the  frontiers  are  Hawgston,  Langley,  or  Chipchase,  in  one  of 
which  iij  placis  men  of  service  have  alwayes  been  placed,  and 
especially  for  the  well  executing  of  that  office  of  TyadaleS'f 
The  old  tower  still  remains :  its.  roof  is  built  on  corbels,  and 
has  openings  through  which  to  throw  down  stones  or  scalding; 
water  upon  an  enemy.  The  grooves  of  the  portcullis,  the 
porter's  chamber  above  it,  and  tattered  fragments  of  Gothic 
painting  on  the  walk,  are  exceedingly  curious.  The  large  ad- 
ditions to  this  structure  were  made  by  Cuthbert  Herron,  Esq. 
In  1621 ;  and  soon  after  it  came  to  the  present  family  it  was 
thoroughly  repaired,  and  much  improved ;  the  chapel  J  m  tlie 
lawn  was  rebuilt,  the  gardens  made,  and  the  grounds  covered 
with  extensive  plantations.  This  delighful  residence  is  sur- 
rounded with  scenery  of  the  richest  and  most  enchanting  kind  ; 
and  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Wark,  Nnnwick,  and  Simon- 
burn,  has  a  bold  and  magnificent  appearance.  The  rooms  in  it 
are  fitted  up  in  a  splendid  Style,  and  ornamented  with  several 
▼eiy  excellent  paintings,  amongst  which  are  a  fine  picture  of 
the  Descent  from  the  Cross,  by  Vandyke ;  the  Marriage  at  Cans 
in  Galilee,  by  Tintoretto;  a  Holy  Family,  by  Rubens;  St.  John 
receiving  his  Revelations,  coloured  and  drawn  with  great  spirit ; 
and  the  Forum  at  Rome,  with  the  Tale  of  M.  Cur  tins  leaping 
into  the  Gulph,  by  Paul  PaninL 

Swinburne 

•  Vol.  VII.  faL  75.  t  State  Papers,  Vol.  I.  p.  441. 

t  This  chapel,  in  1171,  was  given  *o  the  church  of  Hexham,  by  Odoncl 

<    HumfranvQI.    The  old  chapel  stood  near  the  front  of  the  castle.    At  pre* 

A  sent  the  Vicar  of  Chollerton  performs  duty  here  four  tiuies  a  year,  for  whidi 

fcc  recciftt  forty  shillings  a  year,  in  lien  of  all  tythes. 
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Swrc  bcrxe  Castle;  the  seat  of  Mrs.  Riddel),  is  an  elegant 
stone  building,  on  rising  ground,  and  surrounded  with  planta- 
tions, laid  out  in  long  straight  lines,  which,  at  a  distance,  have 
a  dark  and  hard  appearance.  This  place,,  with  Gannerton,  was 
held  by  "  Peter  de  Gunwarton,  of  the  barony  of  Baliol,  by  two 
knights9  fees,,,#  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Tirfct.  In  1$£6  it 
belonged  to  John  de  Swinburne,  from  whom  it  passed  to  John 
de  Widdrington,  by  marriage,  and  was  the  property  of  ins  de* 
scendant,  John  Widderington,  in  1596-f  Afterwards  it  came 
to  the  Riddells,  an  ancient  family,  some  of  whom  were  opulent 
merchants  in  Newcastle,  and  built  a  residence  out  of  the  hos- 
pital of  St.  Edmund,  in  Gateshead,  which,  owing  to  a  quarrel 
between  the  mob  and  an  old  servant,  was  set  on  fire  as  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  marched  past  it  into  Scotland,  in  1746. 
William  Hyddel,  in  1569,  obtained  a  lease  from  the  crown  of 
coals  "cumies  Water  pyttes  in  campis<Je  GafceshecV't  Sir 
Thomas,,  of  -this  family,  was  30  great  a  loyalist  in  Cromwell's 
time  that  UX)Ql  *W  offered  for  his  head.    '  * 

St.  OswAit&'s  Chapel  stands  on  a  high'  and  bold  situation, 
shove  Chollerfbrdhrjdge.  In  afield  hear  it  spoils  of  men  and  hilts 
of  swords  have  bee*  frequently  ploughed  up. "  There  is  a  feme," 
says  Leland,  «•  tiwt,  Oswald  won*  the  battle  at  HalydeneaS. 
ityies  est  from  St.  O&oalde's  asdic,  and  that  Haliden  is  it  that 
Bede  caulith  Heveafeld.  And  men  there  aboute  yet  firideemaulc 
wod  crossis  in,  the  ground." $  A  large  stiver  coin  of  St.  Os- 
wald was  found,  not  long  since,  in  repairing  the  .chapel,  and 
there  are  many  ancient  charters  in  the  church  o£  Durham  with 
seals,  bearing  his  head,  and  this  inscription— CAPUT  SANCTI 
OSWALD  REGIS,  on  one  side,  and  his  cross  and  SIGIL- 
LUM  CUDBEUTI  PR^SULIS  SCI,  on  ihe  otl*r.  The 
origin  of  the  sanctity  of  this  place  is  briefly  this^—Ceadwallo 
and  Penda  having  ravaged  the  whole  kingdom  of  Northumber- 
land, 
9  Tet t  de  Ncv.  p.  385i        '    ♦  Inqufc  p»  moit.  Oct  6,  1585. 

t  Jones*  Index  to  Rec.  YoL  H*  trt  GaUahnd.        $  It.  Vol.  VVL  p.  61. 
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land*  EtheSnjrga  and  Paulinu*  fled  into  Kent,  and:  the  people, 
seeing  no  end  to  the  oppression  they  suffered^  chose  Eanfrid 
King  of  Bernicia,  aid  Osrie  of  Deira:  they  both  renounced 
Christianity,  and,  as  if  in  punishment  of  their  apostacy,  the 
terrible,  Ceadvrallo  attacked  Osric,  slew  him,  routed  his  army, 
and  plundered  his  subjects.  Eanfrid,  dreading  similar  treat- 
■sent,  threw  himself  upon  the  mercy  of  the  tyrant,  who  mur- 
dered him  in  his  presence.  At  length,  in  6S5,  Oswald,  Ean- 
frid's  brother*  rising  from  obscurity,  with  an  army,  small  in* 
deed,  but  composed  of  valiant  men,  strong  in  the  faith  of  Christ, 
generously  resolved  to  oppose  the  usurper.  He  had  studied*  the 
art  of  wac  in  retirement,  and  new,  having  chosen  a  proper 
situation  on  the  banks  of  Demsesbura,  entvenched  himself,  and 
under  the  bdnner  of  the  hory  cross  waited  with  religious  so- 
lemnity for  the  enemy.    CeadwaSe,  flushed  with  recent  eue- 

s,  and  comtdent  m  his  numbers,  rushed  into  the  camp,  but 
himself  slam  with  aa  arrow,  and  bis  army  routed*  The 
Northumbrian  Saxons  thought  they  saw  the  interference  of 
Providence  so  plainly  in  this  victory,  that  they  eaHed  the  field 
of  battle  H&mjekk*  i.  e.  Heaven  Rett;  and  the  brethren  of 
the  church  of  Hexham,  fe*  many  years,  annually  resorted  hither 
on  the  day  before  St  Ofcwald's  martyrdom  to  make  vigils  for 
Us  soul,  and  sing  psalms,  and  offer  the  sacrifice  of  ftely  dila- 
tion for  .him  in  the  morning.  Which  good  custom  growing  mere 
into  notice,  continues  Bede,  they  have  lately  made  the  pmoe 
aaare  sacred  and  more  honourable,  by  buMng  a  church  at  it; 
and  that  not  without  cause,  for  we  do  not  find  that  there  was 
any  sign  of  Christianity,  any  church*  or  any  altar,  ra  the  whole 
kingdom  of  Bemieia  before  this  new  general  erected  this  banner 
rf  the  holy  cross,  when  he  was  about  to  fight  with  a  most  bar- 
barous enemy.'f* 

DsmsssBua)N,  is  at  present  called  Eiringburn.    Hefenfelth, 

according 
+  Polycason.L&  cjlf.    Ski.  Aon.  O.Mahas.  1.1.  a  3. 
fKccHhr,  L$rO.Ut. 


according  to  Bede,  was  juxta  mumim,  ad  Aqtffiflnen*,  and  k 
apposed  by  jometo  be  the  same  as  Hattmgton,*  in  old  tmtinga 
Hakdaum,  that  is,  Holy  HilL  By  the  tradition  of  some,  this 
battle  was  fought  at  Bingfield,  where  there  is  a  -chapel,  formerly 
under  Hexham  charch ;  but  others  assert  that  it  happened  fa* 
the  grounds  of  Ceckley,  below  the  charch  and  cross  of  St. 
Oswald,  and  between  Errmgburn  and  the  WaH.  But  whether 
it  was  at  HallmgUm,  CockJey,  or  Bingfield,  Enringhnrn  must  be 
the  same  brook  that  Bede  calls  Denisesbum.f 

St.  Johnlbb  is  the  name  of  a  parish,  die  church  of  which 
»  dedicated  to  St.  John  of  Beverley,  and  stands  on  a  bold  and 
weofy  headland,  hairing  a  prospect  of  both  arms  of  the  Tyn* 
and  for  down  its  united  stream.  Below  it  is  Hermitage*  a  place 
where  both  art  and  nature  have  united  their  efforts  to  render 
ohanmng4  Prior  Richard  calls  it  EmeAtia^  which  he  inter- 
prets Emgk*$  HHI4  It  was  to  this  sweet  solitude  that  John  of 
Beverley  retired  free*  Us  apostolic  labours  of  evangelizing  the 
English  pagans,  previous  to  his  appointment  to  the  see  of  Hex* 
ham,  by  King  Alfred.  Here  alao  was  the  oratory  uf  St.  Michael, 
Wd  sacred  in  former  days  for  its  power  over  inveterate  diseases. 
It  was  plundered  by  two  Scots  from  the  army  of  David,  in  1138; 
both  of  which,  says  Richard,  soon  after  were  sewed  with  mad- 
ness, 

*  HcUhtftpn,  before  tlie  dissolntion,  belonged  toiheebnrch  of  Hexham, 
At  present  it  partly  belongs  to  the  Erringtons,  and  to  Christopher  Sonlsby, 
Emj.  of  BcUixgton  Maim.  .  The  Erringtons  derive  their  name  from  a  small 
ksnlet  oa  the  Brrragforn,  and  were  seated  at  ft  in  i9tt.  Their  principal 
mt,  mi£6T,  ws»  Casftfey  Toawr,  a  strong  old  fatves*,  at  present  in  rasas, 
umsjh  taedangoons  and  rooms  m its  turrets  are  pretty  perfect,  and  traces 
af  painting  are  still  observable  on  the  plaster  of  its  walls.  Near  HaUingtoa 
■  thill,  called  the  Mote  Law,  having  a  square  entrenchment  upon  it,  in 
fcse  middle  of  which  is  a  hearth-stone,  for  kindling  alarm-fires  upon;  and 
est  mr  tooth-west  from  St  Oswalds  Chapel  is  a  curiam  hilt,  called  Hanging 
•aw,  with  several  gradations  of  artificial  terraces  on  its  sides. 

t  Smiths  Bede,  spr.  p.  7J0. 

t StuWjs,  Aet. Pontif.  Ebor.  cot  l€9i.  JDe  Statu. fee.  coL:S9U 
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nest,  and  wildly  roved  about,  mangling  their  limbs  till  they 
died.  After  the  dissolution  **  Tharmitag  and  Chantri-close"* 
were  in  the  hands  of  the  crown,  as  parcels  and  possessions  of 
the  church  of  Hexham.f  In  1721-  it  belonged  to  John  Coats- 
worth,  Esq.  from  whom  it  passed  by  will  to  James  Jurin,  Esq* 
son  of  Dr.  Jurin,  the  learned  editor  of  Varenius5  Geography, 
President  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  Ac.  and,  since  the  death 
of  his  widow,  it  h&s  been  the  seat  of  John  Hunted,  Esq.  Mr. 
Coatsworth  built  the  mansion-house,  and  Mi*.  Jurin  made  great 
improvements  about  it. 

Beaufront  was  the  scat  of  David  Carnaby*  Esq*  in  1567  I 
and,  in  1628,  we  find,  in  the  list  of  grand  jurors  for  this  county, 
that  \%  was  the  residence  of  Henry  Errington,  Esq.  from  whom 
it  has  lineally  descended  to  its  present  owner,  John  Errington, 
Esq.  Few  places  make  a  finer  appearance,  or  fenjoy  a  larger 
and  better  cultivated  prospect  than  this.  From  the  south  side, 
of  the  Tyne  it  exhibits  a  long  and  handsome  front,  surrounded 
with  fine  pleasure-grounds ;  and  from  its  walks  are  seen  towns, 
towers,  and  hamlets,  and  the  winding  stream  of  Tyne,  some* 
times  hidden  under  its  banks,  and  at  others  boldly  crossing  the 
meadows  in  broad  and  silver-looking  reaches. 

Hexham. — A  similarity  of  name  induced  Camden,  and  other 
antiquaries,  to  suppose  that  Hexham  was  the  Axelodunum  of 
the  Romans;  but  Horsley,  on  stronger  grounds,  refers  that 
station  to  Brugh  in  Cumberland.):  He  knew  not  what  name  to 
give  this  place,  "  unless  we  suppose  it  to  have  been  Ptolomy's 
Epiacum;$  but  no  doubt  now  remains  thatEpiacum  was  either  at 
Lanchester  or  Ebchester.  ||  That  the  Romans  had  a  station  or 
town  here  is  probable,  from  its  early  mention  in  Saxon  history, 
and  proved  by  the  discovery  of  two  Roman  inscriptions  in  a  crypt 
of  the  church.  The  first  of  them  is  upon  an  altar,  imperfect 
at  the  top ;  and  copied  by  Horsley  thus  :— 

LEG. 
+  Lfes.  MS.  f.  IS.  t  Ech.  10  Eliz. 

t  Brit  Rom.  p.  190.         $  lb.  150.  ||  Ric  C#r.  S3— 5*, 
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JLEG.  A. 

Q.  CALPVRNvS 
CONCESSINl 
VS.  PRAEF.  EQ 
CAESA  CORI 
ONOTOTAR 
VM.  MANY  PR 
AESENTISSIMI 
NVMIMS  DEVS* 

These  equites  Corionotota?,  Horsley  supposes  might  be  the 
athletic  Crotoniatcs  of  whom  Strabo  said,  "  the  last  of  them 
was  the  first  of  thf  Greeks;"  a  conjecture  which  accounts  for 
the  Greek  inscriptions  found  at  Corbridge.  But  some  have 
thought  that  the  name  Corionototes  may  be  a  corruption  of 
Curia,  or  Coria  Otadenorum,  and  that  Corbridge  was  the  place. 
Coriotiotar  in  the  anonymous  Ravennas,  is  not  unlike  this  name.** 
The  other  is  on  a  tablet  in  the  roof  of  the  north  passage  to  the 
body  of  the  crypt;  the  right  hand  side  of  it  is  hidden  in  the 
wall,  and  the  blanks  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  lines  "  have  been 
designedly  erased  with  a  tool: — " 


99 


IMP.  CAES.  L.  SEP. 

PERINAX.  EX.  IMP.  C 

AVR  ANTONIN\ 

vsn 

HORR 

VEXILLATION 

PECERVNTV j 

The  imperfect  state  of  this  inscription  renders  its  true  read- 
ing very  doubtful ;  and  as  the  names  of  Pertinax  were  Publius 
Helvhift,  Horsley  was  certainly  mistaken  in  attributing  it  to  that 

emperor, 

*  legato  Aoguitali  propraitre  Qtiintus  Calpurnio*  Conccssimus  pnefectus 
Caetartensium  Corionototaram  manu  proseotiuiim  nnminis  dei 
i  sthrit.    HortUy,  p.  248. 

t  Imfermtor  Cc**r  Lucius  Septimtut  Pertinax  et  imperator  Guar  Mmrcn 
Aarefecs  Antoohm*  Piot/Wi*  ti  Get*  Cotar  Cobortiam  Verillatiooes  fece 
mat.    H#raby. 
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emperor,  as  he  has  also  been  in  copying  some  parts  of  the 
original.  We  conjecture  that  it  relates  to  the  building  or  re- 
pairing of  some  granary,  and  that  it  is  akin  to  the  inscriptions 
belonging  to  the  time  of  Alexander  Severus,  and  found  at 
JEsica  and  Cilurnum.*  There  is  also  a  fragment  of  another  in* 
scription  in  this  crypt,  over  the  head  of  a  daor  way. 

In  674,  two  hundred  seventy  ami  eight  years  after  the  de- 
sertion of  Britain  by  the'  Romans,  Hestoidesham,  or,  as  it  was 
more  usually  called,  Hagustald,  was  made  the  see  of  a  bishop, 
by  St  Wilfrid,  Archbishop  of  York.  The  founder  presided 
over  it  four  years ;  but  falling  into  disgrace  with  King  EgfYid,  ■ 
and  into  a  controversy  with  Theodore,  Archbishop  of  Canter-  - 
bury,  he  was  deprived  of  his  dignities,  and  succeeded  in  ths 
office  by  l£ata,  Tumbert,  and  St  John  of  Beverley ;  on  whose 
promotion  to  the  see  of  York,  in  687,  he  was  restored  to  his, 
seat  here,  in  which  he  continued  till  his  death,  which  happened 
in  687.  After  him  came  Acca,  the  friend  and  patron  of  St 
Bede,f  and  the  chaplain  and  sharer  of  the  fortune  of  his  pre- 
decessor. He  was,  says  Bede,  a  most  zealous  man,  et  coram  ( 
Deo  et  hominibus  magnificus.  He  enlarged  and  beautified  the*, 
cathedral  church ;  but  was  banished  in  732,  and  succeeded  by  ' 
Fridbert,  who  presided  thirty-four  years,  and  was  followed  by 
Alcmund  in  767,  Tilbert  781,  Ethelbert  789,  Headrcd,  80% 
Eanbert,  or  Osbert,  806,  and,  lastly,  by  Tydferth,  who  died  on  tf 
journey  to  Rome,  about  821,  and  with  whom  the  bishopric 
ceased,  after  lasting  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  and 
about  fifty-one  years  before  the  devastation  of  Northumberland 
by  Halden  the  Dane.}:  In  683  it  was  united  to  the  see  of  Lin- 
disfarn,  at  that  time  removed  to  Chester  le  Street,  and  followed 
the  fortune  of  the  Bishopric  of  Durham,  till  Henry  the  First 
offended  with  the  conduct  of  Bishop  Flambard,  gave  it  to  the 
see  of  York,  in  which  it  has  ever  since  continued. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  Tyne,  says  Richard,  stands  a  town) 

rather 

*  See  Grater,  p.  cxc.  No.  13.  p.  cxck  No.  8.  p.  oiUxfiii,  No,  7,  a    * 
t  Bede,  Eccl.  Hist.  I.  v.  c  *0.  %  Ric.  Hag.  I.  KC.xfe, 
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rather  small  at  present,  and  thinly  inhabited,  but  formerly,  as 
vestiges  of  antiquity  testify,  large  and  magnificent.  It  has  its 
name  from  the  Hestild,  a  rivulet  that  runs  near  it.  EtheldTeda, 
wife  of  King  Egfrid,  gave  it  to  St.  Wilfrid,  Bishop  of  York, 
that  he  might  raise  it  to  be  the  see  of  a  bishop.  The  church 
was  dedicated  to  St  Andrew,  and  is  much  celebrated  by  ancient 
historians  for  its  extent  and  beauty.  The  workmen  employed 
in  building  it  were  brought  by  St.  Wilfrid  from  Rome.  "  He 
began  the  edifice  by  making  crypts,  and  subterraneous  oratories, 
and  winding  passages  through  all  parts  of  its  foundations.  The 
pillars  that  supported  the  walls  were  finely  polished,  square, 
and  of  various  other  shapes,  and  the  three  galleries  were  of 
immense  height  and  length.  These,  and  the  capitals  of  their 
columns,  and  the  bow  of  the  sanctuary,  he  decorated  with 
histories  and  images,  carved  in  relief  on  the  stone,  and  with 
pictures  coloured  with  great  taste.  The  body  of  the  church 
was  surrounded  with  wings  and  porticos,  to  which  winding 
staircases  were  contrived  with  the  most  astonishing  art.  These 
staircases  also  led  to  long  walking-galleries,  and  various  wind- 
ing passages  so  contrived,  that  a  very  great  multitude  of  people 
might  be  within  them,  unperceived  by  any  person  on  the  ground- 
floor  of  the  church.  Oratories,  too,  as  secret  as  they  were 
beautiful,  were  made  in  all  parts  of  it,  and  in  which  were  altars 
of  the  Virgin,  of  St.  Michael,  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  all  the 
Apostles,  Confessors,  and  Virgins.  Certain  towers  and  block- 
houses remain  unto  this  day,  specimens  of  the  inimitable  ex- 
cellence of  the  architecture  of  this  structure.  The  reliques, 
the  religious  persons,  the  ministers,  the  great  library,  the 
vestments,  and  utensils  of  the  church,  were  too  numerous  and 
magnificent  for  the  poverty  of  our  language  to  describe.  The 
atrium  of  the  cathedral  was  girt  with  a  stone  wall  of  great 
thickness  and  strength,  and  a  stone  aqueduct  conveyed  a  stream 
of  wajer  through  the  town  to  all  the  offices.  The  magnitude 
of  this  place  is  apparent  from  the  extent  of  its  ruins.  It  ex- 
celled, in  the  excellence  of  its  architecture,  all  the  buildings 
Vol.  XII.  H  in 
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in  England ;  and  in  truth,  there  was  nothing  like  it,  at  that 
time,  to  be  found  on  this  side  the  Alps.*  "     Of  the  two  other 
Saxon  churches,  mentioned  by  Richard,  there  are  no  trace* 
at  present 

The  place  m  which  the  Roman  antiquities  were  discovered, 
we  suppose  has  been  one  of  the  oratories  of  Wilfrid's  church* 
Its  body  is  fifteen  feet  by  nine,  and  has  been  approached  by  two> 
winding  passages,  at  present  walled  up ;  access  being  obtained 
to  it  by  raising  a  large  tombstone,  and  descending  into  it  by 
a  long  ladder  out  of  the  churchyard.  The  number  of  carved 
stones  in  it,  which  have  been  applied  to  former  buildings,  evi- 
dently testify,  that  as  long  as  the  ruins  of  the  Roman  fortros* 
lasted,  they  were  used  in  the  foundations  of  this  edifice. 

Thomas  the  Second,  Archbishop  of  York,  in  his  visit  to  this 
place  in  1113,  struck  with  its  ruined  grandeur,  and  recollecting 
its  ancient  dignity  and  opulence,  with  the  consent  of  its  rector 
and  vicar,  placed  a  prior  and  canons  regular,,  of  the  order  of 
St.  Austin,  in  it.  The  following  inscription,  in  ligature  letters, 
in  a  fillet  of  die  tabernacle  work  at  the  entrance  into  the  choir, 
proves  that  this  archbishop  was  one  of  its  benefactors.     Orate 

pro  animji,  Dni.  Thorns  S Pater  hujus  Ecclesi<v>  Qui 

fecit  hoc  Opus.  The  letters  in  Italic  supply  the  parts  of  the 
inscription  broken  off.  In  various  parts  of  the  church  we 
found  the  letters  ri  laid  in  the  form  of  a  St.  Andrew's  cross,  on 
»  shield;  and  in  the  inside  of  the  manor  office  is  a  shield, 
charged  with  St.  Andrew's  cross,  and  the  letters  tf]|3ty,  mean- 
ing Richardus  Prior  Hagustaldensis,  which  prove  that  the  edifice 
was  building  in  his  time.  Richard  flourished,  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Second,  and  died  "sub  annum  1190.f*>  To  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  First,  when  this  church  was  separated  from 
the  see  of  Durham,  we  may  therefore  date  the  commencement 
of  its  re-building,  and  the  period  of  its  being  finished  to  the 

latter 

*  Ricb.  Pr.  Hag.  rot.  X  Script  Col.  290.    See  also  Eddins,  and  Beck's 
Ecc.  Hilt  h.  V.  c.  xx. 

t  Votms  de  Hiet.  Lat  L.  II.  cap.  :>?. 
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litter  end  of  the  time  of  Henry  the  Second.  It  is  in  the  form 
of  a  Greek  cross ;  the  tower,  near  thirty-four  yards  high,  is  in 
the  centre,  and  appears  low  and  broad.  The  architecture  is 
mixed,  of  the  Gothic  and  Saxon ;  in  one  part  the  narrow  sharp 
windows  appear,  which  began  to  be  in  use  about  this  time. 
The  interior  is  highly  finished ;  the  principal  pillars,  which  are 
rather  disproportionate  and  heavy,  are  clustered,  and  support 
Gothic  arches ;  but  the  members  of  the  arch i rigs  and  pilasters 
are  finely  proportioned.  The  choir  is  roofed  with  wood, 
covered  with  lead,  and  the  side  aisles  are  arched  with  stone. 
A  double  gallery  runs  round  the  whole  structure,  opening  with 
Saxon  arches,  each  opening  being  composed  of  three  arches, 
the  centre  one  circular,  the  side  ones  pointed,  the  workman- 
ship extremely  fine,  and  the  pillars  light*  The  nave  wad 
burnt  down  by  the  Scots  in  1296,  and  nothing  now  remains  of 
it  but  a  sadly  ruined  specimen  of  its  western  door,  and  part  of 
the  south  wall  adjoining  the  cloisters.  The  whole  edifice  has 
strong  marks  of  fire  upon  it.  The  choir  is  at  present  used  as 
the  parish  church,  and  crouded  with  most  inelegant  pews  and 
galleries.  On  the  pannels  of  the  screen,  at  its  entrance,  is 
painted  Death's  Dance,  and  several  historical  subjects;  and 
over  the  litany-desk,  at  present  placed  on  the  west  side  of  the 
transept,  are  full-length  portraits  of  the  saints  Wilfrid,  John 
of  Beverley,  Acca,  Fridbert,  Gilfrid,  Alcmund,  and  Eata, 
with  this  inscription  above  their  heads,  '  Fundatores,  hvjus  loci.9 
Each  figure  is  about  three  feet  long,  the  drapery  good,  but  the 
painting  flat.  The  bishop's  pew,  and  the  oratory,  near  Prior 
Richard's  tomb,  have  been  also  ornamented  with  paintings,  at 
present  much  defaced  by  time  and  bad  usage. 

In  the  south  aisle  is  a  mutilated  effigy  of  one  of  the  Um- 
franvilles,  in  the  attitude  of  a  crusador ;  and,  at  the  entrance 
into  the  northern  transspt,  is  a  recumbent  figure,  with  clasped 
hands,  legs  and  arms  cuirassed,  sword  sheathed,  and  his  shield 
tharged  with  the  arms  of  the  Ay  dens.     At  the  west  end  of  the 

M  2  north 

*  Hutch.  I.  91,  99. 
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north  aisle  is  an  elegant  tomb,  supposed  to  be  in  memory  of* 
Alfwald,  King  of  Northumberland,  who  was  slain  at  Scile- 
chester,  in  788.  The  effigy  that  belongs  to  it  is  clad  in  tlge 
robes  of  an  ecclesiastic.  The  tomb  of  Prior  Richard  is  orna- 
mented with  several  rude  and  fanciful  carvings,  which  have 
been  mistaken  for  Roman  antiquities,  but  which  Pennant  justly 
stiles,  "  monstruous  engravings  of  no  meaning  or  .moment.'* 
Near  this  tomb  is  a  beautiful  oratory,  now  a  pew,  and  above  it 
is  suspended  the  helmet  of  Sir  J.  Fenwick,  who  was  slain  at  the 
battle  of  Marsden  Moor,  and  whose  scull,  broken  in  the  same 
place  as  the  helmet,  is  still  preserved  in  the  priory.  On  the 
south  side  of  the  altar  are  three  stalls  (and  two  others  have 
been  cut  away)  highly  ornamented  with  tabernacle- work,  and 
to  which  the  bishop  and  his  attendants  retired  during  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  host,  as  is  the  practice  in  the  great  churches  of  the 
continent.  Behind  the  altar  is  the  place  of  the  shrine  of  the 
holy  relicks,  now  called  the  Old  School,  fifty-nine  feet  long, 
and  twenty-five  feet  wide,  in  which  have  been  found  many  stone 
coffins.  And  against  a  pillar  on  the  north  side  of  the  altar  still 
remains  the  Frid-stool,  or  seat  of  sanctuary,  concerning  which 
Richard  tells  us,  "  tliat  by  seizing  any  one,  flying  for  refuge, 
within  the  four  crosses  on  the  outside  of  the  town,  a  penalty  of 
sixteen  pounds  was  incurred ;  within  the  town  the  penalty  was 
thirty-two  pounds ;  within  the  walls  of  the  churchyard  forty- 
eight  pounds;  within  the  doors  of  the  choir  1441.  and  besides 
these  penalties,  penance,  as  for  sacrilege,  for  each  offence; 
but  they  who  shall  presume  to  seize  any  one  in  the  stone  chair, 
near  the  altar,  called  the  Frid-stool,  or  at  the  shrine  of  holy 
relicks,  behind  the  altar,  for  such  flagitious  crime,  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  purchase  remission  by  any  sum  of  money,  but  shall 
be  bootless,  incapable  of  pardon.*" 

This 

*  Lib.  II.  cap.  xvi.  This  privilege  of  sanctuary  was  first  procured  by 
Wilfrid;  and  in  a  suit  concerning  the  light  of  it,  in  iv92,  the  Archbishop 
of  York  pleaded  his  claim  of  immemorial  usage,  upon  which  the  king  and 

council 


*jr  turn  *~*  +—-,  h  r*~* ■*  +<»-+»*  ***-*  * 


C  HOIU  of  HEXHAM    CHURCH , 

(Lookup  Kuttmardi 
Northumberland 


lsmdm.hMukd  lyKrr~H~J  A   CU^A^-WwA* 


NORTHUMBERLAND.  165 

This  church  had  large  possessions,  a  catalogue  of  which  is 
still  preserved  in  •  the  manor-office  of  the  abbey,  and  is  called 
the  Black-Book:  it  was  gleaned  for  the  Monasticon.  At  the 
dissolution,  the  priory  lands  were  valued  at  122).  lis.  Id.  Ro- 
bert Holgate,  Archbishop  of  York,  in  1545,  gave  the  manor 
in  exchange  for  certain  church  property,  and  retained  nothing 
but  episcopal  jurisdiction.*  Several  of  its  possessions  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  crown,  in  1567,  but  sold,  in  1578,  to  Sir 
John  Foster,  Knt.  Bant.  In  1660  they  devolved  to  his  son* 
in-law,  Sir  John  Fenwick,  Knight,  whose  grandson,  Sir  John 
Fenwick,  Bart,  sold  them  to  Sir  William  Blackett,  Bart,  from 
whom  they  descended  to  T.  R.  Beaumont,  Esq.  of  Bretton 
Park,  in  Yorkshire,  by  marriage  of  Diana,  daughter  of  the  late 
Sir  Thomas  Wentworth  Blackett. 

The  Priory  stood  at  the  west  end  of  the  church.  Its  cloi- 
sters and  chapel  were  to  be  seen  not  many  years  since.  Sir 
Reginald  Carnaby  f  repaired  it,  and  his  arms,  with  the  date, 

M  3  1539, 

council  established  kit  right ;  and  Edward  the  Third  confirmed  Jura  Re- 
galia, and  the  right  of  tenths  and  fifteenths  to  it,  allowing  the  archbishop 
aD  hw  own  officers.  No  king's  bailiff  could  enter  his  manor.  He  held 
prisoners  and  parted  with  them  at  hb  own  will.  He  had  a  market,  gallows, 
aid  chattels  of  fugitives  and  felons  condemned  in  the  manor.  Madox's  Bwr. 
Atf.  p.  15?.  These  privileges  were  abridged  in  1413,  on  account  of  the 
pbc-  being  an  asylum  to  outlaws, and  robber  ;  and  finally  overthrown  in 
the  twenty -seventh  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  when  the  Archbishop  of  York, 
«»d  dm  temporal  chancellor,  were  made  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  shire 
of  Hexham,  which  district,  in  the  fourteenth  of  Elizabeth,  was  annexed 
to  the  county  of  Northumberland.  The  only  remains  of  these  ancient 
niacbises,  existing  at  present,  are — a  court  of  record,  and  a  court  of 
pleat,  over  which  a  steward  presides;  and  a  court  baron,  of  which  the 
bailiff  of  the  manor  is  the  judge. 

*  B.  Willis's  Sur.  I.  19,  44. 

t  There  was  a  warm  dispute  between  the  Duke  of  Northumberland  and 
fir  Ralph  Sadler,  in  1 559,  concerning  Lady  Carnaby's  house  being  made 
the  residence  of  the  keeper  of  Tindale,  in  which  Sir  Ralph  says :— "  Hex- 
fcft  ti  no  apte,  no  mete  place  for  the  service  of  the  keper  of  Tyndale.    Nor 

in 
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1539,  remain  over  a  door  in  the  manor  office.  Here  is  a  finely 
carved  oak  bedstead,  around  the  fringe  of  the  tester  of  which, 
is  this  inscription,  in  Gothic  capitals:—  •••  •  Eboracengis  Dio- 

seicis  medit  hoc  opus  A omini  millisimo  quingint 

The  imperfections  were  caused  by  an  ignorant  workman,  who> 
nailed  the  fringe  to  the  posts  of  the  bed,  without  the  moulding, 
which  formerly  went  between  them.  The  priory  was  also 
repaired  by  Sir  Walter  Calverly  Blackett,  Bart,  and  a  few- 
years  since  was  completely  rebuilt  by  Mr.  Beaumont.  No  part 
of  the  old  building  remains,  except  the  manor  office,  th£  re- 
fectory, and  a  small  specimen,  of  the  cloisters,  in  one  part  of 
which  was  lately  dug  up  a  curious  grave-stone,  inscribed, 
PVERI  VRDANI,  and  ornamented  with  crosses  and  swords* 
The  Gateway,  which  leads  to  the  north  front  of  this  mansion, 
bears  strong  marks  of  Saxon  architecture,  and  is  supposed  to 
have  been  coeval  with  Wilfrid's  church.  There  arc  also  two 
towers  in  the  circuit  of  the  walls  of  the  old  monastery,  which 
exhibit  marks  of  high  antiquity.  One  of  them  is  built  over  a 
gateway,  and  was  formerly  the  town-hall,  but  at  present  a  ses- 
sions-roomy for  the  county  of  Northumberland,  and  a  court- 
house for  the  manor  of  Hexham.  The  other  stands  on  a  hill, 
is  square,  has  small  loop-holes,  broad  corbel  battlements,  and 
two  dungeons,  which  were  used  as  prisons  while  the  town  had 

palatine 

lb  my  tyme  I  am  sore  there  never  lay  any  such  in  Hexham,  saving  onley  Sir 
Regnolde  Carnaby,  who  had  lever  lye  in  his  ownc  honse,  though  it  were 
not  the  metest  place  for  the  service,  then  seke  any  others.  Never  the  less, 
I  have  learned  since  my  comyng  hither,  that  Mr.  Sltngsbie  hath  a  gret 
desyre  to  lie  in  Hexham,  wher  indedc  he  hath  leyn  for  the  most  part  this 
xij  inoneth,  ever  since  he  had  thoffice,  in  a  house,  which,  if  he  woll  neda 
lye  in  Hexham,  may  serve  him  as  well  now  as  it  bath  done  before;  and  if 
h*-  b«»  wery  of  that  house,  yet  is  there  in  Hexham  ij  towers  of  the  quene's 
majesties,  which,  as  I  am  credibly  informed,  with  thexpence  of  xx".  to 
make  a  little  reparation,  will  serve  as  good  a  man  as  Mr.  Slingsbie  is  , 
'but  for  his  own  ease  and  comodyte,  he  most  neds  have  my  lady  Carnabie's 
house,  because  it  is  the  fayrest  iu  the  towne."  State  Papers,  Vol.  I# 
p.  4-1J. 
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palatine  privileges.  "  On  an  oak  mantlepiece  of  one  of  the 
dark  chambers  is  an  inscription,  which  seems  to  consist  of  moral 
sentences.*" 

This  town  is  finely  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tyne. 
Its  streets  are  narrow,  and  not  well  built.  It  has  a  market  on 
Tuesdays,  and  annual  fairs,  August  the  fifth,  and  November 
the  eighth.  Leather,  gloves,  and  hats,  are  its  chief  manufac- 
tures, Here  is  a  free-school,  founded  by  Queen  Elizabeth, 
Jane  25th,  1598.  The  Mercer's  Company,  in  London, 
founded  a  lectureship  in  the  church,  in  1623,  under  the  will  of 
Richard  Fishborne,  Esq.  which  has  opulent  revenues  at  present. 
This  town  gave  birth  to  two  priors  of  its  church,  John,  and 
Richard  de  Hexham.  John  continued  the  History  of  Durham, 
from  1130  to  1154,  which  Twisden  published  among  the  De- 
cern Scriptores,  from  a  single  MS.  in  Benet  College  Library, 
Cambridge.  Richard  wrote  "  A  History  of  Hexham  Church 
and  Bishops;"  "The  Reign  of  Stephen ;"  and  "  The  War 
of  the  Standard;"  also  published  among  the  Decern  Scrip- 
tores,  f 

John  Nevil,  Marquis  of  Montague,  general  of  the  forces  of 
Edward  the  Fourth,  gained  a  decisive  victory  near  this  town, 
at  a  place  called  the  Linhills,  on  the  southern  bank  of  Devils- 
water,  over  the  forces  of  the  deposed  king,  Henry  the  Sixth. 
The  Abacot,  or  cap  of  state,  adorned  with  two  rich  crowns, 
was  found  upon  one  of  Henry's  attendants ;  and  his  general, 
die  Duke  of  Somerset,  was  taken  prisoner  and  beheaded,  as 
were  several  other  distinguished  characters,  at  Hexham.  Mon- 
tague's success  procured  him  the  title  of  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land. Henry  was  soon  after  taken  prisoner ;  and  his  queen 
and  son,  after  many  miseries  and  adventures,  arrived  at  the 
house  of  Rene,  of  Anjou,  her  father.  Duxfield  and  the  Queen'-s 
Cave,  places  near  the  field  of  battle,  date  their  names  from 

M4  this 

•  Hitch.  I.  106.    Gongh's  Cauid.  III.  249. 
t  SeM.  Pr»f.  ad.  X.  Script    Wliai  ton's  Aigl.  Sac.  I.  Pisef.  48.    Tan. 
0ib.  Brit  p.  628. 
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this  event*  A  serious  riot  also  took  place  in  this  town  on  the 
ninth  of  March,  1761,  between  a  very  large  concourse  of  peo- 
ple, collected  to  oppose  the  balloting  for  the  militia,  and  a 
troop  of  the  North  York  militia*  After  Ensign  Hart  and  a 
private  were  killed,  the  magistrates  commanded  the  militia  to 
fire  upon  the  mob,  forty-five  of  whom  were  killed  on  the  spot, 
and  about  300  badly  wounded. 

The  Abbey  of  Blancheland  stands  in  a  narrow,  green 
valley,  surrounded  by  moors  and  morasses,  and  is  about  two 
miljs  from  the  head  of  the  river  Derwent.     It  was  founded  by 
Walter  de  Bolbeck,  in   116.5,    for  twelve  premonstratensian 
canons.     The  abbot  was  summoned  to  the  parliaments  held  in 
1291  and  1295.     Its  revenues,  at  the  suppression,  were  valued, 
by  Speed,  at  141.  9s.  Id.     It  was  granted  by  the  crown  to  John 
Bellow  and  John  Brixholm,  and  .after  that  became  the  property 
of  the  Forsters,  of  Bamburgh,  who  forfeited  it,  in  1715,  after 
which  it  was  purchased  by  Lord  Crewe,  and  by  him  left  to 
charitable  uses.     Part  of  the  church  is  fitted  up  for  the  use  of 
the  parish,  and  contains  some  old  grave-stones.     The  gateway 
of  the  quadrangle  of  the  abbey,  and  the  abbey  itself,  are  pretty 
entire.     A  mile  from  it,  near  Hunstan worth-  chapel,  is  a  curious 
arched  vault,  forty-five  feet  long,  and  twenty-five  feet  wide. 
Also  in  this  neighbourhood  is  Bolbeck,  which,  in  the  eleventh 
and  twelfth  centuries,  was  the  barony  of  a  famous  family  of  its 
own  name ;  it  was  forfeited,  with  the  Bywell  barony,  by  the 
Earl  of  Westmoreland,  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign  ;  it  at  pre- 
sent is  a  manor  of  George  Silvertop,  Esq.  of  Minster  Acres, 
a  seat  about  which  great  and  laudable  improvements  have,  of 
late  years,  been  made  in  planting. 

Pklihioe  Castle  has  its  name  from  standing  on  a  proud 
eminence.  It  was  the  capital  seat  of  the  barony  of  the  Hum- 
franvilles,  and  p,i\cu  to  them  by  William  the  Conqueror,  with 
whom  tlu-y  came  into  England.  It  was  gallantly  and  success- 
fully defended  against  William,  King  of  Scotland,  in  the  time 
of  Henry  the  Second.     Odonel  Humfranville  also  defended  it 

against 
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•gainfit  the  Scots  in  1244,  and  plundered  his  neighbours  to 
repair  its  roof.  Gilbert,  of  this  family,  died  in  1245,  and  is 
called,  by  M.  Paris,  "  a  famous  baron,  the  guardian  and  orna-, 
ment  of  the  northern  parts."  Three  of  this  family  were  Earls 
of  Angus,  viz.  Gilbert  the  Third,  who  died  in  1272 ;  Robert, 
who  died  in  1384- ;  and  Gilbert  the  Fourth,  who  died  without 
issue  in  1381.  Sir  Robert,  half  brother  of  Gilbert  the  Fourth, 
was  sheriff  of  this  county  in  the  years  1371,  1376,  1400,  and 
1404;  and  Sir  Robert,  grandson  of  the  second  earl,  was  a 
knight  of  the  garter,  and  Vice- Admiral  of  England,  in  1410  J 
be  brought  such  plenty  of  cloth  and  corn  from  a  Scotch  war, 
that  he  was  nick-named  Robin  Mend- Market.  He  was  slain  at 
Baugie,  in  Anjou,  in  1419.*  From  this  fami!y  Prudhoe  came 
to  the  Tailboys,  who  forfeited  it  at  the  battle  of  Hexham. 
The  crown  granted  it  to  John,  Duke  of  Bedford,  and  after- 
wards to  Henry  Percy,  first  Earl  of  Northumberland,  in  whose 
family  it  still  continues.  This  castle  was  tenanted,  in  1557,  by 
Henry  Percy,  brother  of  Thomas,  Earl  of  Northumberland  ;f 
though  in  1559  it  is  described  as  "  old  and  ruinous,  being 
walled  about,  and  in  form  not  much  unlike  unto  a  shield 
hanging  with  one  point  upward,  scituate  upon  a  high  moate  of 
earth,  with  ditches  in  some  places,  all  wrought  with  man's 
hand,  as  it  seemeth,  and  is  of  content,  all  the  scite  of,  with  a 
little  garden  plat,  and  the  bankes,  by  estimatcion,  sc.  iii  acres. 
— There  is  within  the  scyte,  and  without  the  walls,  an  elder 
ehaptUy  which  hath  been  very  faire,  and  covered  with  slate." — In 
this  there  was  a  chantry  for  two  chaplains,  founded  by  Gilbert 
Humfranville,  first  Earl  of  Angus.  "  The  gate  is  a  tower,  all 
massy  worke  on  both  sides  to  the  top  of  the  vault.  Above  the 
vault  is  the  chepell ;  and,  above  the  chepell,  a  chamber,  called 
the  wardrobe."  The  outer  walls  appear  to  be  the  oldest  part 
of  this  fortress,  as  the  square  towers  in  them,  on  the  west  side, 
have  circular  bases,  and  the  covered  way,  which  leads  to  the 

inner 
*  Hollinshed,  II.  530— *>78. 
t  Judges  Must,  of  Brit.  Hi*t.  Vol.  I.  p.  254. 
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Hgctxhti  Tvgiv  Aia^a  agjgifgitot  :-—and  the  second,  ArapTu;  @V(acp 

x     In  17-5,  a  fine  silver  plate,  or  /awx,  nineteen  inches  and  a 
half  long,  and  fifteen  indies  broad,  and  weighing  148  ounces, 
was  found  on  the  margin  of  a  little  brook,  on  the  east  side  of 
Corbridge.     It  is  at  Alnwick  Castle.      Sir  John  Clerk  made 
"  no  question  of  its  being  a  tabula  votiva,  and  that  it  had  been 
hung  up  or  kept  in  some  temple  at  Corbridge,  dedicated,  per- 
haps, to  Ceres  or  Apollo.'*     It  has  a  flat  rim,  an  inch  and  a 
quarter  deep,  charged  with  vine  leaves;   and  the  middle  of  it 
is  adorned  with  figures  of  Apollo,  Vesta,  Juno,  Minerva,  and 
Diana,  each  with  their  proper  symbols,  &c*     The  figures  are 
in  has  relief;  the  minor  parts  have  been  executed  with  punches. 
On  the  back  are  a  few  dotted  letters,  which  were  probably  the 
workman's  signatures.     The  work  is  neither  of  the  best  nor  of 
the  worst  of  times  :  the  figure  of  Vesta  is  extremely  well  exe- 
cuted,   the  posture  free,    the  drapery  soft   and  easy.      Also 
about  the  same  time  was  found,  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
nearly  opposite  the  place  where  the  lanx  was  found,  a  silver 
cup,  weighing  twenty  ounces ;  on  one  part  ot  it  are  six  equi- 
distant  compartments,    each   containing   the  Christian  mono- 
gram.    "  It  may  have  probably  been  a  chalice,  and  the  dish, 
though   of  Pagan  workmanship,    may  have  served  as  a  pat- 
ten." f 

Dilston-Hall  stands  on  a  bold  situation,  on  the  east  side 
of  the  brook  called  Devils  water.  Here,  in  the  time  of  Henry 
the  Third,  was  the  baronial  seat  of  Thomas  de  Devilstone, 
whose  family  had  resided  in  it  from  the  time  of  the  conquest. 
After  them  this  place  was  successively  possessed  by  the  Tin- 
dales,  Crasters,  Claxtons,  and  Ratcliffes,  which  last  family  had 
it  in  1457.  Sir  Francis  Ratcliffe  married  Mary  Tudor,  natural 
daughter  of  Charles  the  Second ;  and  James  the  Second,  in 
1687,  created  him  Baron  Dilston,  Viscount  Langley,  and  Earl 
of  Derwentwater.  His  son  James  being  engaged  in  the  rebel- 
lion 
*  Gough's  Camd.  III.  250.  t  Ibid. 
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Hon,  in  1715,  was  taken  and  beheaded,  when  the  whole  of  his 
estates  were  forfeited  to  the  crown,  and  given  to  Greenwich 
Hospital.  The  Hall  was  built  in  1616,  by  Francis  Rateliffe, 
Esq.  and,  after  falling  into  ruin,  completely  removed,  by  the 
advice  of  Mr.  Snieaton.  It  stood  adjoining  to  the  old  tmver  of 
the  Devilstoncs,  which  still  remains.  In  the  chapel,  which  is 
kept  in  decent  repair,  though  not  used,  is  a  vault,  containing 
the  remains  of  several  of  the  Rateliffe  family. 

A  yd  en  Castle  stands  on  the  west  side  of  a  deep  dell,  and 
by  the  present  extent  of  its  ruins  seems  to  have  been,  at  one 
time,  a  place  of  great  size  and  strength.  It  is  encompassed 
with  a  ruinous  outward  wall,  pierced  with  arrow-holes.  Here 
is  a  stable  arched  with  stone,  and  having  stone  mangers.  It 
gave  name  to  a  family,  whose  heiress  Edward  the  First  mar- 
ried to  Peter  de  Wallis.  Afterwards  it  belonged  to  the 
Raymess,  of  Bolara,  who  held  it  from  1368,  to  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  First.     A  moiety  of  it  belonged  to  the  Carnabys  of 

Halton  Tower,  a  strong  old  seat,  with  turrets  at  its  four 
corners,  and  which  that  family  obtuined  by  marrying  an  heiress 
of  the  Haltons,  in  Edward  the  First's  time.  They  were  a 
branch  of  the  Carnabys,  of  Carnaby,  near  Bridlington,  in 
Yorkshire.  This  estate  was  sold,  in  the  beginning  of  the  last 
century,  to  John  Douglas,  Esq.  and  from  him  descended  to 
the  Blacketts,  of  Matfen.  Here  is  preserved  a  sword  of  the 
Carnabys,  sixty-four  inches  long  ;  and,  a  short  distance  to  the 
north,  is 

Halton  Chesters,  the  Hunnum  of  the  Notitia,  and  garri- 
soned by  the  Ala  Saviniana.  It  lies  between  the  two  barriers, 
and  on  both  sides  of  the  present  military  way.  It  seems  to 
have  been  supplied  with  water  by  an  aqueduct,  from  a  spring 
on  the  higher  ground,  which  a  countryman  told  Horsley,  for- 
merly contained  the  speaking  trumpet,  which  ran  through  the 
whole  length  of  the  wall.  The  border  part  of  the  station  is 
called  Stiver  HUL  On  the  south  side  of  it,  the  walls,  ditches, 
and  the  interior  buildings,  appear  in  large  and  confused  heaps 

of 
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of  ruins.  The  south-east  corner  seems  to  have  been  round,  and 
4  heap  of  ruins  there,  larger  than  at  other  places,  plainly  indi- 
cates the  remains  of  a  fallen  tower.  The  inscriptions  belonging 
to  this  place,  which  Horsley  mentions,  are  few  and  incurious. 
Since  his  time  have  been  found  a  centurial  stone,  with  LEO  II 
AVG.  £.  in  a  civic  crown,with  eagles  heads  at  each  end;  another, 
thirteen  inches  by  eight,  with  this  inscription,  in  a  border, 
LEG.  XX  W  3  HORTENS  PROCVL;  and  a  third,  eleven 
inches  by  six,  inscribed,  LE.  VI.  V.  P.  F.  FEC.  Great  abund- 
ance of  stags  horns,  lying  by  heaps  of  muscle  shells,  many 
coins,  and  a  curious  ring,  now  at  Matfen,  have  been  dug  up 
here. 

Bywell,  says  the  Testa  de  Nevill,  is  a  barony  held  in  capite 
of  the  king,  by  Hugh  de  Baliol,  by  the  service  of  five  knight's 
fees :  and  also  of  thirty  knight's  fees  for  ward  of  Newcastle,  as  his 
ancestors  held  in  the  time  of  William  Rufus,  who  invested  them 
therewith.  In  Richard  the  Second's  reign  it  came  to  the  Nevil's, 
afterwards  Earls  of  Westmoreland,  who  forfeited  it  in  1571,  after 
which  it  was  purchased  by  a  branch  of  the  Fenwicks,  of  Fen- 
wick  Tower,  and  is  now  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Septimus 
Hodgson,  by  his  marriage  with  the  widow  of  the  last  of  that 
family. 

"  The  town  of  Bywell,"  says  the  survey,  taken  of  the  for- 
feited estates  in  1569,  "  is  builded  in  length  all  of  one  street, 
upon  the  river,  or  water  of  Tyne,  is  divided  into  two  several 
parishes,  and  inhabited  by  handicraft  men,  whose  trade  is  in 
iron-work,  for  the  horsemen  and  borderers  of  that  country. 
They  are  subject  to  the  thieves  of  Tynedale,  and  compelled, 
winter  and  summer,  to  bring  in  all  their  cattle  and  sheep  into 
the  street  in  the  night  season,  and  watch  both  ends  of  the 
street,  and,  when  the  enemy  approacheth,  to  raise  hue  and 
cry.  In  Bywell  town,  thfc  ancestors  of  the  Earl  of  Westmore- 
land built  a  fair  tower,  or  gate-house,  all  of  stone,  and  covered 
with  lead ;  meaning  to  have  proceeded  farther,  as  appears  by 
the  walls,  the  height  of  a  man,  4eft  unfinished."    Facing  the 

castle* 
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castle,  on  the  southern  margin  of  the  river,  are  the  rains  of  a 
domestic  chapel :  the  piers  of  the  bridge,  mentioned  by  Cam- 
den and  Penant,  are  still  standing,  and  have  probably  belonged  to 
a  wooden  bridge,  which  lead  to  this  chapel,  and  to  the  southern 
ports  of  the  baronies  of  Bywell  and  Bolbeck.  The  town  is 
small  at  present,  hut,  both  in  appearance  and  situation,  the 
most  interesting  of  any  in  this  county.  The  woody  banks  of  the 
river,  the  water-fall,  the  castle,  and  the  two  churches,  all 
within  a  narrow  compass,  group  agreeably  together.  Mr. 
Hodgson's  house  is  of  Payne's  architecture,  and  girt  with  a  fine 
lawn,  and  stately  forest  trees.  A  silver  salver,  of  Roman  work- 
manship, and  inscribed  DESIDERI  VIVAS,  was  found  in 
the  Tyne,  near  this  place,  after  a  Hood,  in  1760* 

At  Ovingham,  was  a  cell  of  black  canons,  subordinate  to 
Hexham,  and  founded  by  one  of  the  Humfranvilles,  barons  of 
Prudhoe.     Speed  values  it  at  131.  a  year.     In  the  parish  church 
here,  is  a  tomb  of  one  of  the  Addisons,  who  purchased  the 
lands  and  appropriations  of  this  house,  and  resided  here,  till 
their  possessions  were  sold  to  Charles  Clarke,  Esq.  from  whom 
they  went,  by  marriage  of  his  daughter  and  heiress,  to  William 
Bigge,  Esq*  of  Benton.     This  town  had  a  royal  charter  for  a 
market,  and  was  governed  by  a  bailiff.     Near  it,  act  W}  lam, 
are  large  collieries ;  and  Wylam  Hall,  a  seat  of  the  Blacketts, 
in  the  seventeenth  century,    and  at   present  of  Christopher 
Blackett,  Esq.     North  of  Ovingham,  on  the  line  of  Hadrian's 
Vallum,  is  Wklton,  now  a  small  hamlet,  but  once,  as  exten- 
tive  foundations  testify,  a  considerable  village.     This,  in  653, 
was  the  royal  villa  of  King  Osweo,  which  Bede  calls  An  Mu- 
rvx,  and  in  which  Finian,  Bishop  of  Lindisfarne,   baptized1 
the  Mercian-  king,    Peada,   and  Sigberet,   King  of  the  East 
Saxons.9    Weltoh  Tower,  antiently  the  seat  of  the  Welton 
family,  and  at  present  the  property  of  William  Boswcll,  Esq. 
of  Brllton  Hall,  Yorkshire,  is  falling  fast  into  ruins.     At  it  we 

eaw 
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saw  this  inscription :  LEG.  II.  AVG.  F.  on  a  large  stone,  dug 
out  of  the  opposite  castellum  of  the  wall. 

Rutc hester,  the  Vindobala  of  the  Notitia,  was  the  station 
of  the  first  cohort  of  the  Frixagi,  It  has  been  a  considerable 
fort,  having  had  towers  not  only  at  its  corners  and  gates,  but 
also  in  each  intermediate  space  between  them.  Its  inside  was 
paved  with  flat,  unsquared  freestones,  lately  taken  up,  on  the 
east  side.  A  broken  statue  of  Hercules,  two  silver  fibulae,  coins 
of  the  lower  empire,  and  bricks  made  by  the  sixth  legion,  are 
mentioned  among  the  discoveries  here ;  but  no  inscriptions  of 
any  note  have  been  found.  In  the  castellum,  dearest  this  sta- 
tion on  the  east,  were  found,  in  1766,  an  urn  lull  of  gold  and 
silver  coins  ; ,"  almost  a  complete  series  of  those  of  the  higher 
empire  ;  among  them  several  Othos;  most  of  them  in  fine  pre" 
servation."* 

STAMFORDHAM 

is  a  well-built  town,  having  a  market  and  three  annual  fairs : 
the  cross  was  tyuilt  by  Sir  John  Swinburne,  Bart,  in  1736,  to 
whose  ancestors  this  manor  was  granted  by  Sir  William  de  Hil- 
ton, in  1399.  Here  is  a  free-school,  founded  and  well-endowed 
by  Sir  Thomas  Widdrington,  Knight,  in  1663.  In  the  church 
is  a  cross-legged  figure  of  one  of  the  Fenwicks,  an  antient  fa- 
mily, who  resided  at  Fenwick  Tower,  in  this  parish,  from  the 
time  of  Henry  the  Third,  to  the  Revolution,  when  their  estate 
was  forfeited  for  treason,  and  sold  to  the  Blacketts.  In  pulling 
down  the  ruins  of  this  house,  in  1775,  "  several  hundred  fair 
gold  nobles,  of  Edward  the  Third,  were  found  in  a  stone  chest, 
covered  with  sand  twelve  inches  deep,  and  placed  over  the  arch 
of  the  cellar  door,  which  stood  imme  iately  under  the  flags  of 
the  castle  gate.  They  were  probably  concealed  on  an  inroad 
#f  David,  King  of  Scotland,  in  1360,  as  far  as  Hexham,  whence 

he 
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he  carried  off  the  two  sons  of  Sir  John  Fenwick,  the  owner  of 
this  castle,  who  did  not  long  survive  the  loss,  and  probably  then 
concealed  this  new  species  of  coinage."f 

West-Matfen,  the  seat  of  Sir  William  Blackett,  Bart,  was 
held  of  JHenry  the  Third,  by  Philip  de  Ulcote,  in  Grand  Ser- 
jeancy*  After  this  it  belonged  to  the  Feltons;  then  to  Sir 
Edward  de  Hastings ;  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign  to  Sir  Ralph 
Lawson*  and  afterwards  passed,  with  Halton  Tower  and  other 
property,  to  the  Bkcketts*  In  an  adjoining  field  is  a  circular 
mount,  with  a  cavity  on  its  top ;  and  by  it  a  stone  nine  feet 
high  and  three  feet  by  one  and  a  half  thick,  called  the  Stoh- 
Stone.  In  removing  the  mount,  two  kistvaens  were  found,  con- 
taining ashes  of  the  dead,  dusty  and  white* 

Chessxburne  Grange,  before  the  dissolution,  belonged  to 
Hexham  priory;  and  to  Gawin  Swinburne,  Esq.  in  1567.  In 
1638  it  was  the  seat  of  Thomas  Widdrington,  Esq.  whose  son, 
Sir  Thomas,  became  recorder  of  York;  lord-keeper  in  1647; 
speaker  to  parliament  in  1656;  and  lord  chief  baron  in  1658. 
From  this  family  it  descended,  by  the  female  line,  to  Ralph  Rid- 
deU,  Esq.  the  lather  of  its  present  possessor.  Near  it,  in  1802, 
some  curious  brass  spear  heads  were  found  in  making  a  ditch. 

Little  Bavinoton  is  the  seat  of  Sir  Cuthbert  Shaftoe, 
Knight,  to  whose  ancestors  it  belonged  in  1304.,  It  has  a  large 
sheet  of  water  in  front,  and  is  surrounded  with  young  planta- 
tions. The  ground  about  this  place  and  Throckerington  is  cele- 
brated for  the  excellency  of  its  sheep  walks* 

Kibk  Ha  rle  was  a  manor  of  the  Bolbeck  barony.  It  is  the 
name  of  a  parish,  and  of  the  seat  of  Sir  William  Lorraine,  Bart. 
it  belonged  to  Sir  Robert  Herle  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
lint,  and  to  the  ancestors  of  its  present  poseessor  about  the 
year  1420.  The  seat  is  in  a  low  situation,  sheltered  with  tall 
forest  trees*  Near  it  is  a  stone  pillar,  erected  on  the  spot 
where  Robert  Lorraine,  Esq.  was  slain  by  a  band  of  Moss- 
troopers, in  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign*  This  family  came  into 
Vet.  XIL  N  England 
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EflgfobH  with  the  Conqueror,  by  whom  eW<-y  Vfere  inflttftd 
Vith  tends  in  the  county  of  Durham:  they  obtained  this  ttttftfc 
by  marriage  of  a  co-heiress  of  William  del  Strbther,  of  Kfek** 
harle  Tower,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Fifth. 

Little  Harle  was  a  manor  of  thte  barony  of  Prudhoe.  It 
lieldhged  to  John  de  Fenwick  in  1551 ;  and  to  William  Ainsfy 
rin  1567,  the  heiress  of  which  family,  in  1793,  married  tfefc 
Honourable  Charles  Lord  Murray,  youngest  son  of  the  Dukfe 
"of  Athol ;  his  lordship  took  the  name  of  Ains'ey,  and  was  Dean 
of  Booking.  Since  his  death,  Little  Harle  Tower  has  bfc&i 
the  residence  of  his  relict. 

Capheatok  is  said  to  hare  been  in  the  hands  of  4he  8win- 
burnes  since  1264.  Leland  calls  it  "  Huttun,  a  Air  castlfe,  m 
'the  midste  of  Northumberland,  as  in  the  bfedthe  of  it  It  is 
'three  or  four  miles  from  Fenwicke  File,  and  this  is  the  oldest 
house  of  the  Swynburnes."  Sir  Thomas,  of  this  house,  m 
1405,  in  company  with  Lord  Berkley  and  Henry  May,  Esq. 
took  fourteen  French  ships,  carrying  provisions  to  Milftwrtl 
Haven.  This  family,  and  the  Swmburnes  of  Edlinghatn  castle, 
intermarried  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  First,  since  which  tiinte 
their  chief  residence  has  been  here.  The  mansion  house  wis 
built  about  the  year  1668,  by  Sir  John  Swinburne,  who  was 
created  a  baronet  in  1660;  and  died  in  1706.  The  present 
possessor,  Sir  John,  who  is  the  sixth  baronet  of  the  family, 
has  made  great  improvements  here,  by  building  his  Cottages  after 
regular  plans,  and  sheltering  his  estate  with  large  plantations. 

'  In  the  beginning  of  the  last  century,  a  great  number  of  Ro- 
man coins,  and  vessels  of  silver,  were  found  near  this  seat,  by 
some  workmen  employed  in  making  a  hedge.  The  coins  were 
all  privately  sold;  as  were  also  most  of  the  vessels,  after  break- 
ing the  bottoms  out  of  some,  and  the  ornaments  and  handles  off 
'  others.  They  presented  to  Sir  John  Swinburne,  the  grandfather 
'  of  the  present  baronet,  one  cup  entire,  weighing  twenty-six 
ounces ;  the  bottoms  of  three  others ;  three  handles,  adorned 
with  bfcautiful  figures  in  relief;  part  of  another  carved  handle ; 

a  figure 


•  4gB*e  of  fftrojifes  and  Anteeus  wrestling ;  and  a  figure  of 
Etptypc.  That*  bur*  all  been  described  in  a  late  volume  of 
Ibe  ArdMseJegia. 

JJ04.AM  was  the  berany  of  Gilbert  de  Bolam,  and  granted  to 
km  bf  Kmg  John.  From  1345,  to  1688,  it,  in  a  great  mea* 
ewe,  bejbaged  to  the  Raymes  family.  The  heiress  of  the 
Hcr$U#$  of  Bolam,  in  1809,  married  the  Rev.  J,  H.  Beresfbrd, 
eeaef  the  present  Archbishop  of  Tuam,  who  resides  at  Bolam 
HmIL  The  chmrck  is  very  ancient;  in  it  is  die  figure  of  a  knight 
templar,  supposed  to  be  the  effigies  of  Sir  Walter  de  Bolam ; 
afeo  a  tomb  ef  the  Middletons  of  Belsay  Castle.  The  village  is 
said  to  have  formerly  consisted  of  two  hundred  slated  houses, 
Tbt  camp  west  of  it,  is  ova) ;  near  which,  on  both  sides  of 
the  highway,  are  inequalities  in  the  earth,  which  appear  like 
linear  intrenchments.  Farther  west  is  GuMaw  Hik\  used  by  the 
barons  as  a  place  of  execution,  before  the  power  of  hanging 
mm  taken  from  them ;  and  still  farther  west,  by  Watting  Street, 
on  Bolam  Moor,  is  a  tumulus  of  earth,  between  two  large  up- 
right stones,  in  which  Mr.  Warburton  found  a  stone  coffin, 
about  three  feet  long,  two  broad,  and  two  deep,  smoked 
within,  and  containing  nothing  but  several  lumps  of  glutinous 


Harwham,  seen  before  a  setting  sun,  appears  like  one  of 
the  fine  towered  hills  in  the  pictures  of  Nieholas  le  Poussin. 
*  It  stands  on  an  eminence,  and  has  been  a  place  of  great 
etnength  and  security ;  a  range  of  perpendicular  rocks  on  one 
aide,  and  a  morass  on  the  other;  the  entrance  by  a  narrow  de* 
dsrity  to  the  north,  which,  in  the  memory  of  some  persons 
now  living,  had  an  iron  gate.  The  manor  house  is  on  the  south- 
west comer  of  the  precipice,  built  on  to  an  old  tower.  In 
Cbarks  the  Second's  (hue  k  was  the  seat  of  Colonel  Philip 
Unhhbigton,  Governor  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed :  his  first  wife, 
4jring  under  excommunication,  was  interred  In  a  vault  cut  out 
of  the  ootid  rock,  below  the  tower."  * 

N  2  ftusAx 
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Belsay  Castle,  the  teat  of  Sir  Charles  Miles  Lambert 
Monck,  stands  on  a  rising  ground,  finely  interspersed  with 
single  trees  and  thick  groves  of  wood.  It  has  a  grey,  neutral 
appearance,  and  consists  of  a  venerable  tower,  to  which  exten- 
sive additions  were  made  by  Charle9  Middleton,  Esq.  who  died 
in  1628.  "  In  a  field  to  the  south  is  a  domestic  chapel ;"  and 
above  the  castle  an  ancient  stone  cross.  Sir  Charles,  who  paid 
great  attention  to  Grecian  architecture,  in  his  travels  through 
Asia  Minor,  has  commenced  a  new  mansion  on  a  large  scale, 
and  on  a  style  of  the  greatest  elegance.  The  Middletons  for- 
feited  this  place  in  1317;  but  one  of  them  marrying  a  sole 
heiress  of  the  Strivelings,  who  were  then  possessed  of  Belsay, 
they  were  again  infeoffed  in  this  part  of  their  estate,  by  Henry 
the  Fifth.  Sir  William  was  created  a  baronet  in  1662.  His 
son,  Sir  John,  married  the  sole  heiress  of  John  Lambert,  Esq. 
of  Calton,  in  Craven,  whose  ancestor,  William  Lambert,  mar* 
ried  Gundred,  grand-daughter  of  William  the  Conqueror :  ge- 
neral Lambert,  who  commanded  the  forces  of  the  Common- 
wealth, was  of  this  family,  and  his  official  seal  is  at  Belsay 
Castle.  Sir  William  Middleton  married  Jane,  only  surviving 
daughter  and,  heiress  of  Lawrence  Monck,  Esq.  of  Caenby,  in 
Lincolnshire,  at  whose  demise,  his  grandson,  the  present  ba- 
ronet, changed  his.  name  from  Middleton  to  Monck. 

Hartbukn,  is  a  pleasant  village,  having  a  spacious  Gothic 
church,  and  near  it  a  Gothic  tower,  partly  used  as  a  school- 
room, and  overhung  with  ivy.  In  the  vicarage  grounds,  by  the 
margin  of  the  Hart,  arc  delightful  walks  and  arbours,  formed 
by  the  late  Dr.  Sharpe,  who  was  vicar  of  this  church,  and  arch- 
deacon of  Northumberland. 

Wallington,  a  manor  of  the  Bolbeck  barony,  belonged  to 
John  Grey,  inl  326,  from  whose  family  it  passed,  by  an  heiress,  to 
William  del  Strother ;  and  from  him,  in  like  manner,  to  Sir  Jom> 
Fenwick,  of  Fenwick  Tower,  in  Henry  the  Fourth's  time :  his 
descendant,  Sir  John  Fenwick,  who  built  the  great  eating  haU 
ia  Christ's  Hospital,  and  was  executed  for  high  treason,  sold  it 

to 
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to  Sir  William  Blacken,  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  whose  grand- 
daughter marrying  Sir  Walter  Calverley,  of  Calverley,  in  York- 
shire,  that  baronet  took  the  name  of  Blackett,  and,  at  his  de- 
mise, this  estate  fell  to  his  nephew,  Sir  John  Trevelyan,  of 
Nettlecomb,  in  Somersetshire,  whose  son  John  succeeded  him 
in  his  title  and  estate,  in  1768,  and  is  yet  alive.  Leland  calls 
"  Wallington  Castle  the  chefest  house  of  the  Fenwicks."  The 
present  edifice  is  a  spacious  and  handsome  structure,  of  white 
freestone,  finely  hewn*  Behind  it  is  a  large  gateway ;  and  on 
the  east,  north,  and  west,  thick  groves  of  luxuriant  foreft 
trees.  At  the  bottom  of  the  lawn  runs  the  Wansbeck ;  crossed 
by  an  elegant  stone  bridge,  with  three  arches,  and  open  battle* 
ments.  A  mile  east,  over  the  same  river,  is  a  stone  bridge,  at 
the  south  end  of  which,  on  each  side  of  the  road,  are  grass- 
grown  ruins,  of  a  considerable  village.  AJso,  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  this  estate,  is 

Cam  bos,  that  is,  Camp  HiUf  which,  in  Henry  the  Third's 
time,  was  the  seat  of  Robert  de  Camhoe,  sheriff  of  this  county 
in  three  successive  years.  Here  was  formerly  a  chapel,  in  the 
ruins  of  which  were  lately  found  grave-stones,  with  emblematic 
devices  cut  upon  them,  now  in  the  walls  of  a  barn.  This  also 
was  the  birth  place  of  Mr.  Brown,  usually  called  Capability, 
and  celebrated  for  his  taste  in  landscape  gardening,  and  do- 
jnestic  architecture. 

Rothley  Castle,  which,  from  many  points  of  view,  has 
the  appearance  of  the  seat  of  some  ancient  baron,  was  built  for 
effect,  by  the  late  Sir  W.  C.  Blackett.  It  is  on  a  rugged  emi- 
nence, in  a  park  of  its  own  name,  and  which,  thirty-five  years 
since,  was  full  of  deer  ;*  but  since  that  time  has  been  dis- 
parked,  and  put  under  cultivation.  Near  it  were  two  fine  sheets 
c€  water,  hemmed  with  shrubberies. 

Longwitton  Hall,  is  an  ancient  building,  fronting  the 
eolith,  and  having  a  thick  grove  of  wood  on  the  north,  east,  and 
west    It  formerly  belonged  to  a  branch  of  the  Swinburne  fa- 

N  vS  mily, 
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inily;  was  fold  to  the  Bftacfcetti;  and  4e*»ttde4  tfr  Sir  John 
Trevelyan,  Bart  At  (resent  it  fc  tteeapteA  by  Jaffi«s  Fewrick, 
£tq«  Below  the  garden,  tin  the  margin  of  the  Wantfteck,  in 
an  oak  wood,  are  three  medicinal  fountains,  tailed  ThuftUm 
JPelk. 

N*THB*WifTOtf*  formerly  called  WUm*>by*ihe*WaUr*>  has 
a  small  chapel,  under  Hartburti*  A  cott6n  manufactory  was 
established  here  about  twenty  year*  since?  but,  a*  it  never 
flourished,  was  soon  discontinued.  Here  was  the  seat  of  Roger 
Thornton,  Esq.  the  munificent  patron  of  Newcastle.  He  wins 
probably  born  at  the  neighbouring  hamlet  of  Thornton.*  Tra- 
dition represents  him  as  rising  out  of  poverty  to  great  opulence, 
Which  he  acquired  in  merchandize,  and  mines  of  lead  in  Wear* 
date,f  He  died  in  1429.  The  toner  he  built  here  has  long 
since  fallen  into  ruins.  The  present  mansion,  which  is  a  hand- 
some structure  of  white  freestone,  is  the  residence  of  Walter 
Trerelyan,  Esq.  and,  with  the  estate,  came  to  him  by  marriage 
with  Jane,  eldest  daughter  of  James  Thornton,  Esq. 


MORPETH, 

is  supposed  to  derive  its  name  from  some  path  to  it,  6ter 
a  Moor.  The  Teste  de  Nevill  describes  it  as  the  barony 
Of  Roger  de  Merlay,  held  of  the  king  by  four  knights'  service ; 
and  that  the  predecessors  of  that  baron,  had  held  it  rHm  the 
time  of  the  Conquest,  without  any  part  of  it  being  alienated. 
This  Roger  was  the  third  of  that  name.  The  first  of  them,  in 
1199,  obtained,  from  the  crown,  licence  fbr  a  market  for  his 

borough* 

*"  TWitff*,  says  WartrartotJ,  (la  a  totter  to  R.  Gate,  Eft*;.  9th  Jan. 
1717-8)  though  at  present  an  iecoaftkferabte  viHafte,  shews  the  vestigia  ia 
it  of  a  remarkable  town  in  former  time** :  a  high  ridged  military  way  rant 
through  the  middle  of  it,  and  a  square  platform  joins  to  it,  both  which  arc 
evidently  Roman. 

t  See  Bourne's  Neve.  p.  to& 
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through,  a*d  an  annqal  fair  on  Magdalen  Dqy ;  his  successor 
«n>amented  the  borough,  and  founded  an  hospital  at  Catch* 
1f*m;  and  Roger  the  Third  granted  to  his  burgesses  many  im«» 
salinities*  Bfi  died  in  1265,  leaving  two  co*h$iresseq ;  Mary, 
the  eldest,  married  to  William  Lord  Greystock ;  and  Jonanna, 
^Hurried  to  Robert  de  Som,erville.  The  whole  of  this  barony 
descended  to  Lord  Qreyqtock,  and  from  him  to  his  son  John, 
who  divided  his  grandfather  IVJerlay's  possessions  between  him* 
a^lf  and  his  uncle*  Robert  de  Somerville;  but  haying  no  issue, 
qod  his  brother  William,  being  dead,  he  Bettled  his  moiety  of 
this,  and  his  other  estate?,  on  his  relation,  Ralph  Fitz- William. 
who  assumed  the  name  and  title  of  Ralph  Lord  Greystock :  he 
built  a  chantry  in  Tynemouth  church,  and,  after  possessing  the 
estate  nine  years,  died  in  1316.  His  successors  were:  Ralph, 
who  died  in  1317.  Ralph,  who  was  poisoned  at  Gatesh$a4,  in 
1324,  by  the  revengeful  adherents  of  Sir  Gilbert  Middleton, 
whom  his  lordship  apprehended  for  tr$a$on,  in  {he  castle  of 
IdDtfonL  William,  who  was  summoned  to  parliament  in  1352, 
and,  after  building  the  castles  of  Qreyftpck  and  Morpeth,  die4 
in  1358.  Ralph,  was  in  five  parliaments;  he  had  tlje  direction  of 
the  expedition  against  the  Scqts,  in  J  380,  when  he  was  taken 
prisoner,  at  Horseridge,  in  Glendaje,  by  the  Earl  of  Dunbar: 
his  ransom  cost  SOQQ  marks,  toward?  which  the  bur^sses  of 
Morpeth  paid  7L  13s.  10cL;  he  was  a  ben$fa#or  to  the  priorief 
of  Brinkburn  and  Newminster,  and  died  in  1417.  John,  died  i? 
1485.  Ralph,  was/n  four  parliaments ;  be  died  in  1489,  wljen 
his  estates  devolved  upon  his  gr^nd-dau^hter,  Elizabeth,  B* 
nmeas  Greystock  and  Wemme;  who  married  Thomas  Lord 
Greystock,  of  Gilsland,  in  whose  family  these  possessions  con* 
tinned,  till  issue  male  failing,  they  devolved,  in  1£Q§,  uppn  hif 
two  grand-daughters  and  co-heiresses*  Anne,  married  to  Philip, 
Earl  of  Arundel ;  and  Elisabeth,  to  William  Howard,  third  son 
Thomas,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  from  whom  they  have  lip- 
aa%  descended  to  the  present  Earl  of  Carlisle. 

I  have  no  particulars,"  pays  Camden/'  ffrm  p^iept  his- 
N  4  tory, 
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tory,  relative  to  this  place,  except  that,  in  1215,  it  was  burnt 
down  by  its  own  inhabitants,  out  of  hatred  to  King  John.'* 
Leland  calls  it  a  "  long  town,  mctely  well  buylded,  with  low 
howsys,  the  stretes  pavyd.  It  is  a  far  fayrar  towne  then  Alen- 
wike.  Morpeth  Castle  standeth  by  Morpeth  town.  It  is  set  on 
a  high  hill,  and  about  the  hill  is  moche  wood."  Nothing  now 
remains  of  the  castle,  but  part  of  the  gateway-tower,  and  frag- 
ments of  the  outward  wall.  The  tower  has  formerly  had  an- 
gular turrets  at  the  north-east  and  south-east  corners,  commu- 
nicating by  an  open  gallery,  supported  on  corbules.  Near  the 
castle,  on  the  north  side,  is  a  round  mound  of  earth,  on  a  natu- 
ral mount,  whose  height  is  greatly  assisted  by  art,  probably  a 
malvoisin  in  some  blockade.  The  town  was  also  burnt  down,  in 
1689,  when  the  loss  was  estimated  at  3,5001.  At  present  it  is 
neat,  and  pleasantly  seated  among  woody,  undulating  hills.  It 
is  a  prescriptive  borough,  governed  by  two  bailiffs  and  seven  bur- 
gesses. It  first  sent  members  to  parliament  in  1553.  The 
market  is  on  Wednesdays,  and  affords  the  principal  supply  of 
fat  cattle  and  sheep  for  the  consumption  of  Newcastle,  Shields, 
and  Sunderland.  Here  is  the  county  gaol  for  Northumberland. 
The  town-house,  from  a  design  by  Vanbrugh,  was  built  at 
the  expence  of  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  in  1714.  On  the  market- 
house  is  inscribed :  "  The  Hon.  Philip  Howard,  and  Sir  Henry 
Bejosyse,  Knt  the  only  benefactors  of  this  cross.  Anno  Dom. 
1659."  The  parish  church  is  on  Kirk  Hill,  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
out  of  the  town ;  but  there  is  a  good  ring  of  bells,  in  a  square 
tower,  near  the  market-place.  At  the  bridge  end  is  a  chapel ; 
and,  adjoining  it,  in  an  old  chantry,  a  good  free-school,  founded 
by  King  Edward  the  Sixth.  There  was  also  formerly  here  an 
hospital  for  the  sick.  The  population,  in  1801,  amounted  to 
2,951  persons.  Dr.  William  Turner,  the  first  English  botanist 
and  ornithologist;  and  Dr.  William  Gibson,  author  of  **  A  Book 
of  Herbs,"  and  "  The  Treason  of  the  Prelates  since  the  Con- 
quest," were  born  in  this  town ;  and  Mr.  Horsley,  the  learned 
author  of  the  "  Britannia  Romaria,"  was  several  years  minis- 
ter 
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fer  of  a  dissenting  congregation  here.  He  died  in  1782,  aged 
Ibrty-six. 

u  A  qwartar  of  a  mile  owt  of  the  towne,  on  the  hithere  syde 
of  Wanspeke,  was  New  Minster  Abbay  of  white  monks, 
pleasaunt  with  water,  and  very  fayre  wood  about  it."  *  The 
Cistercians  came  here,  under  the  patronage  of  Ranulphus  de 
Merlay,  in  1138,  who,  in  the  next  year,  founded  this  house. 
Its  abbot  was  several  times  summoned  to  the  parliaments  of 
Edward  the  First,  f  The  catalogue  of  its  benefactors  is  long; 
and  its  revenues,  at  the  dissolution,  by  -Speed's  account, 
amounted  to  1401.  10s.  4d.  Only  a  fragment  of  a  door-way  re- 
mains. James  the  First  granted  its  scite  to  the  Brandlings ;  at 
present  it  belongs  to  William  Ord,  Esq.  of  Whitfield  Hall, 
M.  P.  for  Morpeth. 

Mitford,  at  the  time  of  the  Conquest,  was  a  villa  and 
lordship  of  Sir  John  Mitford,  whose  only  daughter,  Sib  el,  was 
married  to  Richard  Bertram,  a  Norman.  It  was  created  a 
barony  by  Henry  the  First ;  and  forfeited  by  Roger  Bertram, 
one  of  the  confederate  barons,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third. 
Pftrt  of  it  was  afterwards  given  to  Eleanor  Stantour,  wife  of 
Robert  de  Stoteville;  but  Edward  the  Second  granted  the  en- 
tire barony  to  Adomar  de  Valence,  Earl  of  Pembroke :  from 
whom  the  greater  part  of  it  descended,  by  marriage,  to  David 
de  Strabolgy,  -Bart  of  Athol :  but  issue  male  failing  in  his  son 
David,  it  passed,  by  female  heirs,  to  Henry  Percy,  and  in  the 
same  manner  from  him,  in  Henry  the  Sixth's  time,  to  Thomas 
Brough,  Esq.  Queen  Mary,  and  afterwards  Charles  the  Se- 
cond, granted  it  to  the  Mitfords  of  Molesden,  a  collateral 
bninch  of  its  ancient  owners,  who  still  enjoy  it. 

The  castle,  in  1215,  was  burnt  down  by  King  John  and  his 

Rutars,    a  band  of  Flemish*  troops,  when  they  so  miserably 

wasted  this  country.  J     In  the  next  year  it  was  beseiged  by 

Alexander,  King  of  Scots.     Sir  Gilbert  de  Middleton,  and  his 

*  associates, 

#  Let  It  v.  7.  fol.  75.  t  Stcv.  Dug.  vol  ii.  api.  p.  14. 

t  Gibton's  and  Oonghs  Camden. 
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aa—ptntee,  had  possession  of  it  in  1S16.  "  It  «*»  b^» 
downe,"  says  Leland,  "  by  the  kynge ;  for  one  Sir  Gilbert 
Middleton  robby'd  a  cardinal  cominge  out^of  Scotland,  dad 
fled  to  his  castle  of  Mitford."  It  stands  on  a  high  natural  emi- 
nence, on  the  southern  brink  of  the  Wansbecfc.  On  the  south 
and  east,  great  labour  hae  been  employed  in  forming  a  ditch  out, 
of  the  rock  under  its  walk,  which  are  still,  in  many  places,  thirty 
feet  high.  The  keep  is  circular,  of  rough  strong  masonry;  and 
containing  small  gloomy  dungeons,  with  thick  walls*  and  Pty^om 
loop-holes.  The  other  buildings,  within  the  are*  of  the  wsfl, 
are  quite  demolished.  Near  it  ia  th$  seat  pf  Bertram  Mix- 
ford,  Esq.;  and  the  parish  ohurch%  appropriated  to  Lanercoft 
Priory,  and  in  which  is  a  monument,  w$i  the  rude  e%y  of 
one  of  the  Bertrams,  and  an  inscription,  dated  1632.  There 
was  a  market  here  in  1250.  St.  Leonard?*  Jfqspfad,  on  {he  hill 
above  the  village  of  Mitford,  was  founded  by  Sir  William  Ber-i 
tram,  in  Henry  the  First's  reign;  at  present  iti*q  gentlenum> 
seat,  and  called  The  Spital. 

The  barony  of  Bqthal  w&  held  of  the  king,  by  three 
knights'  service,  by  Robert  Bertram,  and  afterwards  by  his  son 
Richard,  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  Third.  They  were  a 
younger  branch  of  the  Bertram?,  of  Mitford.  ,  In  Edward 
the  Third's  reign,  their  estates  passed,  by  an  heiress,  to  Sir  Ro- 
bert Ogle,  of  Ogle,  knight,  whose  posterity  enjoyed  this  ba* 
rony  through  a  long  succession.  In  the  contest  between  the 
houses  of  York  and  Lancaster,  Robert  Ogle,  being  in  the  sue* 
eessful  party,  was  created  Lord  Ogle.  Cuthbert  the  seventh, 
and  last  of  them  who  bore  that  title,  had  two  daughters,  Jor 
hanna  and  Catharine,  the  latter  of  whom  married  Cbarlef 
Cavendish,  of  Welbeck,  in  Nottinghamshire,  *nd  was  created 
Baroness  Ogle.  From  her  eon  William,  who  was  created  Dukf 
of  Newcastle,  in  1664,  it  passed,  by  only  daughters,  first 
to  John  Hollis,  alto  Duke  of  Newcastle;  and  then  to  Edward, 
Earl  of  Oxford  and  Mortimer;  and,  lastly,  to  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  in  whose  family  it  still  continues. 

The 
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The  catlle  wat  bulk  by  Sir  Robert  Bertram,  in  the  tone  of 
Edward  the  Third.  The  following  extract  was  published  in 
the  Antiquarian  Repertory,  from  a  surrey,  called  "  The  Book 
of  the  Bothool  Baroarye,"  taken  in  June,  1576.  "  To  this 
manor  of  Bothoole  belongeth  ane  castell,  in  circumference 
cccdsxxx  foote,  wherto  bdongeth  ane  castell,  great  chaulmer, 
parler,  rij  bed  chauhnen,  one  galare,  butterie,  pantrie,  larde- 
nor,  kitchmge,  backhouse,  brewhouse,  a  stable,  an  court, 
csfied  the  yethouse,  wharm  thare  is  a  prison,  a  porter  loge, 
and  diverse  fiure  chaolmering,  an  common  stable,  and  a  towre 
called  Blanke  Towre ;  a  gardine,  ane  nurice,  chapel,  and  an 
towre  called  Ogles  Towre,  and  pastrie,  with  many  other  prittie 
beauldings  here  not  specified,  faire  gardings,  and  orchetts, 
whtrm  growes  all  kind  of  bearbes  and  fiowres,  and  fine  applies, 
phunbes  of  all  kynde,  peers,  damsellis,  nuttes,  wardens,  cher- 
ries, to  the  black  and  reede,  wallnutes,  and  also  licores  verie 
fyne,  worth  by  the  yeare  XXL."  Of  all  these,  only  the  gate- 
way remains,  and  the  outer  walls,  sadly  shattered,  and  in- 
closing about  two  roods  of  land,  scattered  with  fragments  of 
baQdings.  The  gateway  has  been  lately  much  deformed,  by  a 
shed  built  against  its  arch :  it  is  "  flanked  on  the  north  by  two 
polygonal  towers,  fifty-three  feet  high ;  and,  on  the  south-west 
angle,  by  a  square  turret,  whose  height  measures  sixty  feet." 
The  scite  of  these  ruins  occupy  a  fine  natural  eminence,  in  the 
midst  of  a  deep  valley,  and  washed  on  the  south  by  the  Wans- 
beck.  M  The  wood  scene  in  the  back  ground  slopes  to  die 
Water's  edge,  here  and  there  skirted  by  picturesque  rocks."  In 
the  church,  which  stands  a  little  distance  east  of  the  castle,  is 
painted  in  black  letter,  a  genealogical  table  of  the  Ogles,  from 
the  Conquest ;  and  a  curious  tomb,  belonging  to  that  family, 
made  of  alabaster,  and  inclosed  with  iron  rails.  It  consists  of 
recumbent  figures  of  one  of  the  barons  and  his  lady,  with  seve- 
ral emblematical  figures  about  them ;  and  in  one  part  of  it  a 
shield,  singularly  charged  with  armorial  devices.  On  the  river's 
side,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  above  the  castle,  stood 

•  Our 
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Our  Lady's  Chapel,  built  by  one  of  the  Ogles,  as  appeared  by 
his  arms  fixed  against  it.  It  was  eight  yards  long,  and  four 
broad.  A  few  years  since  it  was  overgrown  with  trees,  which 
had  twined  their  roots  into  its  walls ;  at  present  it  is  quite  de- 
molished. 

Cockle-Park  Tower,  in  Speed's  map,  is  called  Cockley 
Tower,  and  surrounded  with  a  park.  It  was  in  the  barony  of 
Bothal,  and  was  a  mansion-house  of  the  Bertrams  in  Edward 
the  -First's  time.  It  has  anciently  been  much  larger  towards 
the  south,  as  appears  by  large  remains  of  strong  foundations 
and  fragments  of  arches  between  the  old  and  new  parts.  A 
record,  in  possession  of  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  men- 
tions a  part  of  it  being  thrown  down  by  lightning.  There  are 
two  very  curious  fire-places  in  it.  In  the  front  are  the  Ogles* 
arms  :  the  supporters,  two  antelopes,  collared  and  chained.  It 
bas  machicolations  on  the  outside,  and  is  altogether  after  the 
fashion  of  the  old  border  mansions, 

Widdkington  Castle  was  the  seat  of  "  Gerard  de  Wo 
derington  in  1272,"  who  held  it  with  "  Dririg  and  Borndon," 
of  the  barony  of  Whalton,  by  the  service  of  one  knight's  fee,* 
This  family  stands  conspicuous  in  the  list  of  sheriffs  of  this 
county,  and  as  a  line  of  heroes.  Sir  William  was  advanced  to 
the  dignity  of  a  baron  of  the  realm  by  Charles  the  First,  and 
lost  his  life  at  Wigan,  in  Lancashire,  in  the  cause  of  Charles 
the  Second.  "  He  was,"  "  says  Clarendon,  "  one  of  the 
goodliest  men  of  his  age,  being  near  a  head  higher  than  most 
tall  men."  His  grandson,  William,  Lord  Widdrington,  for- 
feited the  estate  in  the  rebellion  in  1715;  after  which  it  was 
valued  at  100,0001.  and  sold  by  the  crown  to  Sir  George  Revel, 
from  whom  it  descended,  by  heiresses,  to  Lord  Bulkeley,  its 
present  possessor.  The  castle,  though  irregular  and  the  work 
of  various  ages,  was  a  noble  structure,  especially  the  most  an- 
cient part  of  it,  which  was  a  Gothic  tovoery  finished  with  machi- 
colations, and  four  round  turrets,  built  on*  double  tiers  of  cqr- 

bules* 
♦  •  Testa  de  Nevil,  p.  3ii«. 
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buks.  There  is  a  good  view  of  it  by  S.  and  N.  Buck,  in  1728- 
It  was  burnt  down  about  thirty  years  since ;  and  the  only  re«* 
aurinfng  part  of  it  at  present  is  an  octangular,  embattled  tower, 
to  which  a  square  modern  edifice  has  been  added.  It  com* 
mands  an  extensive  sea  prospect  to  the  east,  and  a  land  view . 
towards  the  south  as  for  as  Tynemouth  Castle. 

Causey  Park,  a  member  of  the  Bothal  barony,  was  the 
seat  of  a  younger  branch  of  the  Ogles,  of  Bothal  Castle,  from 
wham  it  has  descended  to  its  present  possessor,  William  Ogle 
Wallis  Ogle.  The  tower  of  the  mansion-house  was  built  by  John 
Ogle,  Esq.  in  1582.     The  chapel  of  St,  Cuthbert  is  in  ruins. 

Lokohorslby  was  given  by  Gospatric,  Earl  of  Dunbar,  as  a 
marriage  portion  to  Sir  Ralph  Merlay,  Baron  of  Morpeth. 
The  tenants  of  this  manor,  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  Third, 
were  compelled  to  keep  the  roads  and  ditches  in  good  order, 
under  pain  of  forfeiting  duas  virgas  Jerreas,*  for  every  offence. 
Half  of  the  village,  with  a  deer-park,  and  an  ancient  toner* 
belong  to  Ralph  Riddell,  Esq.  and  the  other  half  to  C.  W. 
"Bigge,  Esq.  who  is  how  employed  in  building  a  large  and  ele- 
gant mansion  on  a  part  of  his  estate  here,  called  Lixdow. 

Fblton  was  one  of  the  manors  of  the  barony  of  Mitford, 
and  was  successively  possessed  by  the  Bartram,  Pembroke, 
Athol,  Percy,  Scrope,  Lisle,  and  Widdrington  families ;  from 
which  last  it  passed,  by  marriage,  to  the  father  of  the  present 
possessor,  Ralph  Riddell,  Esq.  whose  seat,  called  Fekon  Hail, 
and  built  by  the  Widdringtons,  stands  in  an  old  and  extensive 
park,  on  the  west  side  of  the  village.  Here  the  barons  of  Nor- 
thumberland did  homage  to  Alexander,  King  of  Scots,  in  1215; 
a  defection  which  King  John  punished,  by  laying  this  and  other 
places  in  the  neighbourhood  in  ashes. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  Coquet,  a  few  miles  below  Felton, 
is  Guyzance,  of  note  only  for  a  nunnery,  founded  by  Richard 
Tyson,  mentioned  in  the  Lincoln  Taxation,  and  annexed  to 
the  abbey  of  Alnwick,  by  charter  of  Edward  the  First. 

Brinkburn- 
*  Walli*,  II.  J$0.    Hutch.  II.  S19. 
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BBiNicBOaH  Priory  was  founded  for  black  eaaons,  in  the 
time  of  Henry  the  Vint,  by  Roger  Bertram,  Baron  of  Mitferd* 
and  dedicated  to  St.  Peter.  In  1554,  it  was  valued  by  Speed* 
at  771.  It*  possessions  wore  granted  to  John,  Earl  of  Warwick, 
in  1549;  and  again,  in  the  same  reigp,  to  a  branch  of  the  Fen* 
wicks,  of  Fenwick  Tower,  whose  descendant*  $oid  them  a  few 
years  since.  Major  Hodgson,  their  present  possessor,  has 
made  great  improvements  about  the  place.  The  priory  standi 
on  the  northern  margin  of  the  Coquet,  surrounded  by  high 
banks  and  hanging  woods.  The  ahett  of  the  eburch  is  *3I  very 
entire,  and  exertions  were  used  not  many  years  since,  to  ft  it 
np  for  divine  service,  for  which  purpose  a  brief  was  obtained. 
The  north  and  south  doora  are  charged  with  riA  Saxon  oraav 
menfts;  the  upper  windows  have  round  arches;  the  rest,  witfc 
the  erdhes  of  the  tower  and  nave,  are  pointed.  "  There  have 
been  burials  here  so  late  as  1745.  At  the  east  end,  and  in  the 
north  and  south  crosses,  were  chapels;  in  one  of  whfch  were 
divers  fragments  of  coffins  and  human  bones/9  In  clearing  away 
the  rubbish,  a  circular  staircase,  communicating  with  the  body 
of  the  church,  has  been  lately  laid  open,  and  vaults  for  inter- 
ment, formed  like  the  kistvoen,  discovered.  "  On  the  whole, 
though  this  building,  except  about  the  doors  above  mentioned, 
£»  remarkably  plain,  it  has  a  sober  and  solemn  majesty  not 
always  found  in  buildings  more  highly  decorated*  Part  of  this 
perhaps  it  may  owe  to  its  romantic  situation/9* 

Warkworth  is  an  ancient  prescriptive  borough,  governed 
by  a  port-reeve,  now  called  mayor,  chosen  by  the  free  bur- 
gesses, 

•  Grose.  Where  the  eastern  branch  of  Watling  Street  cranes  the  Co* 
•net,  a  little  below  this  place,  there  are  evident  remains  of  a  bridge ;  and 
on  the  httl,  on  the  north  tide  of  the  priory,  are  lines  of  fortification*,  and 
appearances  of  aa  ancient  town.  John  of  Hexham,  under  the  year  1154, 
calls  tins  place  Brina+mrtk,  orthography  which  inclines  as  to  believe,  that 
this  is  the  true  situation  of  Bbumamburcm,  where  King  Athelstan,  in 
938,  fought  with  snch  boasted  success  against  the  Irish,  Welch,  and  Nor- 
thumbrian Danes.    Ss*.  Jm.  933.    Maihras  Caroa.  937. 


m 

fusees,  tndwHmt  ioiooffiocby  acowt-lact.  Jt  has  is*  mean- 
srre  luaeuiUu-Might;  m  weekly  market  on  Thursday* ;  and  tarn 
«*nwtf/&iV<en  the  Thursday  before  thetwenty^third  ef  Jfawnv 
her.  In  1*01  it  contained  614  inhabitants.  In  the  church, 
which  hss  ta  tall  spire,  sire  the  tmmaku  of  Snicon^urchitectiire; 
arid  a  cross 'tefeged  figure  of  Hugh  de  Merwic,  'with  a  modern 
inscription.  Adjoining  die  church  <was'a  ejtftfortwo  Benedic- 
tine Jndnks,  from  Durham,  founded  by  Bishop  Farohana,  in 
M56,  and  endowed  with  the  appropriation  of  the  church  a£ 
Bsarinfton.  The  tridgt&tfi three  -arches  of  atone;  hasapfllar 
with  the  Percys'  arms  on  the  middle  of  it ;  -and*  tower,  lately 
fcptfeftd,  at  to  south  end. 

The  oristle  attd  manor  ef  Watkworth  were  held  of  Henry  ta* 
Second,  by  the  senrice  of  one  knight's  fee,  by  Roger  Fitz- 
Roger,  whose  ancestor,  Serlo  de  Burgh,  was  a  follower  of  the 
Conqueror.  "Edward  the  Pint  surnamed  the  family  de  CUvcr- 
fcgV  from  a  manor  in  Essex,  granted  to  them  by  King  John* 
Issue  male  failing  In  John  de  Clavering,  his  estates  fell  by  be- 
quest to  Edward  the  Third,  who  granted  them,  in  1327,  to 
Henry,  Lord  Percy;  from  whose  family  this  .place  was  taken 
in-the  reigns  of  Richard  the  Second  and  Henry  the  Fourth,  and 
given  to  Roger  HtawrVanvftle,  whose  constable  here  was  Hard- 
ing ike  Chronicler.  It  was  restored  to  the  Percys  by  Henry  the 
Pifth,  and  several  times  after  seized  and  restored.  The  castle  was 
the  favourite  residence  of  the  Earls  of  Northumberland,  and  in 
Inland's  time  "  well  menteyned;"  but  in  1672,  its  timber 
4tod  lead  werei  granted  to  one  of  their  agents,  and  the  principal 
parts  x>f  It  unroofed.  At  all  points  ef  view,  and  especially 
from  the  south,  it  Is  a  most  magnificent  pile  of  ruin :  "  and, 
though  of  great  strength,  it  seems  to  have  been  one  of  those 
hospitable  mansions," 


Where  throngs  of  knights  and  barons  bold, 
In  wtedfrof  peace  high  triumphs  hold, 


than 
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than  one  of  "  those. rugged  fortresses  destined  solely  for  war.19  * 
Within  its  moat  it  contains  above  five  acres.  It  stands  on  a 
rock,  its  walls  guarded  with  towers,  and  of  a  triangular  shape* 
the  keep  forming  the  apex,  and  the  southern  wall,  in  which  iat 
the  great  gate  between  two  polygonal  towers,  the  base.  The 
keep  is  square,  with  the  angles  canted  off,  and  having  at  the 
middle  of  each  side  a  projecting  turret,  semi-hexagon  at  its 
base,  and  of  the  same  hight  as  the  rest  of  the. structure:  it 
contains  a  chapel,  and  a  variety  of  spacious  apartments,  and 
is  finished  with  a  lofty  watch  tower,  commanding  an  almost  un- 
bounded prospect,  f 

Half  a  mile  above  the  castle,  on  the  brink  of  the  Coquet,  it 
the  Hermitage  of  Warkwofth,  celebrated*  in  1771,  by  the 

late 
•  Grose. 

.  t  Extract  of  a  Surety,  by  G.  Clarkson,  in  1567,  one  of  the  auditors  ta> 
the  then  Earl  of  Northumberland  :— 

"  The  buyldioge  of  the  sayd  castell  on  the  towth  parte,  is  thre  towrea, 
The  gate-house  towre,  in  the  middle  thereof,  which  is  th*  entyre  at  a 
draw-bridge  over  dryemoyte;  and  in  the  sdme  tow  re  ys  a  prison  and 
porter  lodge ;  and  over  the  same  a  fare  lodging*,  called  the  constables 
lodgiage ;  and  in  the  coartayne  between  die  gatehouse  and  west  towre  is 
a  fore  and  comedy  boykling,  a  cbapell,  and  diverse  booses  of  office  one 
the  ground ;  and  above  the  great  chambre,  and  the  lordes  lodginge :  all 
which  be  now  io  great  decaye,  as  well  in  the  covertour  beyngc  lead,  as 
also  in  timbre,  an  glass j  and  without  some  help  of  reparations  it  will 
come  to  utter  ruin. 

"  Over  the  courte  from  the  poslerne  towere  b  the  foundacion  of  a 
.bouse,  which  was  meant  to  have  been  a  colledge,  and  part  of  the  walk 
•were  buiided,  which,  if  it  had  been  finished,  would  nave  made  a  perfect 
square.  The  doungion  is  in  the  north  parte  of  the  scyte  of  the  sayd 
castell,  set  upon  a  little  raouut,  higher  than  the  rest  of  the  cowrte  •••••• 

steppes  of  greas  before  you  enter  to  yt :  and  the  same  ys  buy  Id 

as  foure  square,  and  owt  of  every  square  one  towre ;  all  which  be  so 
quarterly  squared  together,  that  in  sighte  every  parte  appeareih  fyve 
towres,  very  finely  wrought  of  mason  work ;  and  in  the'  same  conteyned, 
as  well  a  fare  hall,  kytchinge,  and  all  other  houses  of  offices  verie  fare  and 
aptly  placed,  as  also  great  chambre,  chapel,  and  lodgings  for  the  lord  and 
his  trayn,"  Sec.  &c. 
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late -Bishop  of  Dromore,  in  the  ballad  of  the  Hermit  of  Work* 
wrtk.  It  was  only  for  one  priest,  or  hermit,  but  its  origin  and 
foundation  are  uncertain.  The  Earl  of  Northumberland,  in  his 
grant  to  the  last  hermit,  in  1532,  calls  it  "  min  armitage, 
belded  in  a  rock  of  stone,  in  my  parke,  in  honor  of  the  Holy 
Trinity."  As  it  was  nerer  endowed  in  mortmain,  its  munifi* 
cent  allowance  reverted  to  the  Percy  family  at  the  dissolution. 
Here  are  remains  of  buildings  of  masonry,  one  of  them 
eighteen  feet  by  seven,  against  the  rock.  But  the  most  perfect 
and  curious  part  of  it  consists  of  a  chapel,  sacristy,  and  veati~ 
bule,  hewn  out  of  a  fine  freestone  rock,  twenty  feet  high,  and 
overshadowed  with  shrubs  and  stately  forest  trees.  The  en- 
trance is  by  the  ofaapel,  over  the  door  of  winch  was  formerly 
legible :  "  Sunt  mini  lachrynue  meae  cibo  interdice  &  noctu.*' 
The  chapel  is  about  eighteen  feet  long,  and  seven  feet  brant 
and  high,  and  executed  with  great  neatness  in  columns,  groins, 
and  arches,  in  the  old  Gothic  style.  It  is  lighted  by  a  window 
of  two  compartments,  in  the  sill  of  which  lies  an  elegant  figure  of 
a  lady ;  at  her  feet,  in  a  niche,  is  a  male  figure  kneeling,  his 
head  on  his  left  palm,  and  his  right  palm  supporting  his  left 
elbow;  and  an  obscure  figure  in  the  pillar  of  the  window. 
The  ahar  is  the  breadth  of  the  chapel,  and  has  two  steps  to  at 
Parallel  with  the  chapel,  five  feet  wide,  and  stretching  five  £eat 
round  its  west  end,  is  the  sacristy  f  lighted  from  die  chapel 
with  a  Gothic  window,  and  having  the  remains  of  an  akar  in 
it,  and  over  its  door  a  shield,  with  instruments  of  the  passion. 
Its  west  end  communicates  with  the  vestibule,  in  which  arf 
two  square  niches,  and  from  whence  has  been  a  way  in^o.an 
apartment  of  masonry,  having  remains  of  a  chimney.  A  stair- 
case led  from  the  chapel  door  to  the  top  of  the  cliff,  where  was 
the  hermit's  house  and  garden. 

Coquet  Island,  a  mile  from  the  main  land,  and  a  mile 
round,  is  said,  by  Bede,  to  have  been  famous  for  the  resort  of 
mpnks  in  St.  Cutbbert's  time.    It  had  upon  it  a  cell  of  Bene- 

Vol.  XII.  O  dictines 
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dictines  under  Tynemouth,  and  a  fortress*,  Ihe  ruins  of  which 
are  partly  converted  into  a  dwelling-house  and  lighthouse.  It 
**  standetb,"  says  Leland,  "  upon  a  very  good  vayne  of  secoie, 
and  in  the  ebbe  men  digge  in  the  shore  by  the  dives."  It 
•bounds  with  rabbits,  and  contains  about  seven  acres  of  rich 
pasture.  The  Scotch,  in  Charles  the  Second's  reign,  garri- 
soned it  with  200  men,  and  seven  pieces  of  cannon. 

Alemouth,  properly  Alnemoutk*  in  the  parish  of  Lesbury, 
has  a  small  inconvenient  harbour :  its  exports,  corn,  pork,  eggs, 
and  such  like ;  and  imports  deals,  and  ship-building  materials. 
On  an  eminence  near  this  place  were,  till  lately,  the  remains  of 
a  chapel  in  the  form  of  a  crow,  of  very  ancient  architecture, 
but  deserted  time  out  of  mind:  the  last  of  it  was  blown  down 
in  1806.  The  burial  ground  was  used  till  lately,  and  large 
bones  have  been  washed  out  of  the  sea-banks  near  it  by  the 
encroachments  of  the  sea,  thought  by  the  vulgar  to  be  bones 
of  giants,  but,  by  Grose*  of  horses,  slaughtered  in  border  skic- 
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Is  the  county  town  of  Northumberland,  and  an  ancient  bo- 
rough, in  which  is  a  body  corporate  by  prescription,  consisting 
of  four  chamberlains,  a  common-council  of  twenty-four,  and 
freemen,  f    It  was  formerly  girt  with  a  wall,  three  gateways, 

tower* 
*  Cot.  lib.  Julias,  foL  x.  p.  160. 

t  The  freemen,  on  their  admission  on  St.  Mark's  day,  pass  through  a 
well,  or  pool,  about  twenty  feet  over,  on  a  moor,  formerly  called  Arden 
Forest.  It  is  suffered  to  ran  oat  till  about  a  week  before  the  admission 
day ;  when  it  b  dammed  up,  and  its  bottom  made  nucveu  with  stones, 
holes,  stakes,  and  ropes  of  straw,  by  a  person  who  live*  near,  and  la* 
live  shillings  for  each  freeman  made  that  day.  In  some  places  it  comes 
up  to  the  tallest  person's  chin ;  and  do  stick,  or  other  help  being  allowed, 
inert  is  usually  much  floundering  among  the  mad.    This  dose,  ami  their 
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lowers  of  which  still  remain.  In  1801  it  contained  4719  inha- 
bitants. Its  market  is  on  Saturdays,  and  well  supplied ,  and  its 
jars,  on  the  twelfth  of  May,  the  last  Monday  in  July,  the  first 
Tuesday  in  October,  and  the  twenty-fourth  of  December. 
The  Town  Hall  was  built  in  1731 ;  the  Shambles,  which  are 
Gothic,  by  the  late  Duke  of  Northumberland.  At  the  head  of 
Pottergate  is  a  tower,  in  imitation  of  that  of  St.  Nicholas,  in 
Newcastle,  built  at  the  expence  of  the  borough,  in  1786 :  it 
was  intended  for  a  ring  of  bells ;  but  since  made  a  clock-house* 
Here  are  two  free-schools  ;  one  of  them  for  the  classics,  founded 
in  1687,  rebuilt  in  1741,  and  endowed  with  certain  tolls:  also 
two  charity  schools ;  and  one  on  Lancaster's  system,  inscribed 
thus  in  its  front:  "  For  the  education  of  200  poor  boys,  this 
school  was  erected  and  founded  by  Hugh,  Duke  of  Nor- 
thumberland, on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  October,  1810 ;  in 
commemoration  of  our  sovereign,  George  the  Third,  having  oa 
that  day  completed  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  reign."  The 
church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  and  St.  Michael,  is 
Gothic,  150  feet  by  52.  In  the  south  aisle  are  three  ancient 
recumbent  effigies  of  persons  unknown.  The  chancel  is  sup- 
ported  by  two  rows  of  elegant  fluted  pillars,  with  flowered  ca- 
pitals ;  and  has  a  large  open  space  behind  the  altar.  Near  the 
town,  in  1726,  were  found  on  a  quarry  head,  about  twenty 
swords,  sixteen  spear  heads,  and  forty  celts ;  and  on  the  face 
of  the  rock  above  them  was  rudely  cut  a  date,  1115. 

Alnwick,  Castle,  the  principal  seat  of  his  grace  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland,  belonged  to  William  Tyson,  a  Saxon  baron,  who 
was  slain  in  the  battle  of  Hastings ;  and  whose  daughter,  and  pos- 
•esBtonSyWere  given  by  the  conqueror  to  I vo  de  Vesco,  one  of  his 

O  2  followers. 

Hoaths  drifted,  they  ride  the  bounds  of  the  moor,  attended  by  the  two  oldest 
Inhabitants  as  guides;  each  of  the  newly-initiated  alighting  from  bis  horse 
etery  quarter  of  a  mile,  to  ca»t  a  stone  upon  the  boundary  cairns  or 
Wrecks.  This  road,  which  is  about  twelve  miles,  is  over  many  dangerous 
pneiptces.    Tradition  assigns  this  custom  to  a  capricious  mandate  of 
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4bllow«*.  Ivd's  heiress,  by  Henry  the  First,  was  married  t» 
JSuataee  fitz  John,  whose  descendant,  Eustace  de  Vescy,  held 
this  taranfy  of  Henry  the  Third,  by  the  service  of  thirteen 
knights'  fees.*  William  de  Veacy,  the  last  baren  of  this  fo- 
«ily,  died  in  1297,  leaving  the  barony  of  Malton,  in  York- 
shire, to  Gilbert  de  Aitun,  who  had  married  his  only  daughter; 
and  this  barony  to  Anthony  Bee,  Bishop  of  Durham,  in  trust 
for  his  natural  son,  William  de  Vescy,  a  minor.  The  bishop, 
after  hotting  it  seven  years,  sold  it  to  Henry  Lord  Percy,  in 
3310;  and  since  that  time  it  has  shared  the  fortune  and  vicissi- 
tudes of  Aat  powerful  family,  f 

This 

#  Test  de  Nev.  592. 
t  The  Percy  family  derive  their  descent  from  Manfred  Percy,  who 


\  out  of  Denmark  into  Normandy,  before  Rollo ;  and  William  and 
Sexto,  fifth  m  descent  from  him,  came  into  England  with  the  Conqneror. 
The  male  line  failed  till  Henry  II.  bat  Agnes  marrying  Joscetine  de  Lo- 
vain,  Henry,  the  fifth  of  their  descendants  (who  had  assumed  the  name  of 
Percy)  was  cveated  Earl  of  Northumberland,  51  Edward  III."  His  bro- 
ther Thomas,  Earl  of  Worcester,  and  his  renowned  son,  Hotspur,  were 
slain  at  the  battle  of  Shrewsbury.  After  this  he  was  attainted,  bat  soon 
after  taken  into  favour ;  though  he  again  engaged  in  rebellion,  and  fell  at 
Barbara  Moor,  in  1406.  Henry,  son  of  Henry  Hetamir,  in  the  begfontBg 
of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Fifth,  was.  eestored  to  iiis  father's  estate  and 
title ;  but  was  slain  in  the  battle  of  fit.  Albaa's,  in  1464.  Hit  son,  Henry, 
the  third  earl,  fell  in  the  battle  of  Towton.  After  this  John  Nevil,  Lord 
Montague,  was  created  Earl  of  Northumberland;  but,  in  1469,  resigned  it 
to  Henry  Percy,  eldest  son  of  the  third  earl.  He  also  fell  by  the  sword, 
being  slam  in  an  insurrection  of  peasants  against  the  collectors  of  the 
taxes,  at  Costooge,  near  Think,  in  Yorkshire,  m  1488.  Henry  hi*  son, 
the  fifth  earl,  died  in  1516,  and  was  boned  near  hit  father,  at  Beverley. 
His  son  and  successor,  Henry,  -died  in  1537,  leaving  no  issue.  Soon  after 
this,  John  Dudley,  Earl  of  Warkworth,  was  created  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land, after  whose  decolation,  Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  Percy,  who  was  put 
to  death  for  taking  np  arms  against  Henry  the  Eighth,  obtained  bis  uncle's 
titles  in  1556 ;  but  being  committed  to  the  Tower,  on  suspicion  of  treason, 
he  shot  himself,  June  21 ,  1584.  His  brother  Henry  succeeded  him,  ac- 
cording to  the  tenure  of  Queen  Mary's  patent,  and  in  1585,  ended  his  days 

U 
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This  castle  stands  on  elevated  ground*  on  the  south  aide  of 
the  Alne.  u  It  is  believed,"  says  Grose,  "  to  have  been 
founded  by  the  Romans ;  for  when  a  part  of  die  cattle-keep 
was  taken  down  to  be  repaired  some  yean  ago,  under  the  pre- 
sent walla  were  discovered  the  foundations  of  other  buddings* 
whkh  lay  in  a  different  direction  from  the  present,  and  some  of 
the  stones  appeared  to  have  Roman  mouldings.  The  zigzag 
fretwork  round  the  arch  leading  to  the  inner  court  is  evidently 
of  Saxon  architecture;  and  yet  this  was  probably  not  the  most 
artient  entrance,  far  under  the  flag  tower  (before  that  part 
wis  taken  down  and  rebuilt  by  the  present  duke)  was  die  ap- 
pearance of  a  gateway,  that  had  been  walled  up,  directly 
fronting  the  present  outward  gateway  into  the  town."  It  was 
a  considerable  fortress  in  1093,  in  which  year  it  withstood  the 

O  3  memorable 

ia  prison.  "  Henry  Percy,  the  ninth  earl,  was  not  restored  to  his  honours 
till  4  Charles  I.  having  been  imprisoned  in  the  Tower  most  of  the  reign  of 
Junes  I.  for  misprison  of  treason  concerning  the  powder  plot  He  died 
and  was  buried  at  Petworth,  1633.  He  was  succeeded  by  km  son,  Alger* 
hob,  buried  at  the  same  place,  1668.  His  successor  was  his  son  Joscetiae* 
biaritd  there,  1670.  Dying  without  issue  male,  the  barony  devolved  on  his 
daughter,  Elisabeth,  married  to  Henry  Cavendish,  Earl  of  Ogle  (only  son 
aad  heir  of  Henry,  Duke  of  Newcastle)  who  took  the  name  and  arms  of 
Percy,  and  died  and  was  buried  at  Petworth,  1680.  Algernon,  her  son 
bj  her  second  husband,  Charles  Seymour,  Duke  of  Somerset,  was  the 
twelfth  Earl  of  Northnmberlaiid,  by  creation*  1749,  99  George-  II.  being 
at  the  same  time  Duke  of  Somerset.  He  died  17$$,  and  was  buried  in 
Wertmmster  Abbey.  His  only  son  George  dying  before  him,  1744,  the 
not  devolved  to  his  only  sitter  Elisabeth,  married  1740  to  Sir  Hugh 
Soathson,  Bart,  who  succeeded  in  the  title  of  earl  1750,  on  the  death  of  the 
Date  of  Somerset,  and  1766  was  created  Duke  of  Northumberland.  He 
died  June  4,  1786,  and  was  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey,  and  succeeded 
by  Us  eldest  son,  and  namesake,  Hugh,  fourteenth  Duke  of  Nortmnuber- 
laad.  HU  brother  Algernon,  in  consequence  of  his  father  having  been 
created  Lord  Lovaine,  Baron  of  Alnwick,  is  now  a  peer  of  Great  Britain, 
by  these  titles.  The  titles  of  Earl  and  Duke  of  Northomberiaad  had  be- 
fore been  conferred,  by  Charles  II.  1683,  on  his  natural  sou,  Georga 
F  txroy,  with  whom  they  both  expired,"— Gouges  Catnd.  IU.  258.* 
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memorable  siege  against  Malcolm,  King  of  Scots,  and  bis 
son,  Prince  Edward,  both  of  whom  were  slam  before  it* 
William  the  Third,  of  Scotland,  was  taken  prisoner  here  in 
1174.  King  John  burnt  it  down  in  1216.  After  1310,  it  un- 
derwent a  thorough  repair.  The  two  octagonal  towers  were 
added  to  the  old  Saxon  gateway,  in  the  inner  ward,  in  1350, 
as  is  apparent  from  the  numerous  shields  upon  them.  It  con* 
gists  of  three  wards,  and  contains  within  its  outer  walls  about 
five  acres.  The  walls  are  flanked  with  sixteen  towers,  most  of 
which  are  fitted  up  in  a  style  as  suitable  to  their  architecture 
as  is  convenient  with  modern  manners.  The  battlements  of 
the  towers  are  embellished  with  grotesque  figures  of  warriors, 
many  of  them  ancient,  others  added  by  the  late  duke,  who, 
on  his  accession  to  the  estate,  restored  the  whole  of  the  edifice 
from  a  ruin  to  its  present  magnificence.  The  saloon  in  the 
citadel  is  forty-two  feet  by  thirty-nine,  and  ornamented  with 
pictures  of  the  ninth,  tenth,  and  eleventh  Earls  of  Northum- 
berland. The  draxmng-room  is  forty-six  feet  by  thirty-five; 
and  the  dining-room  fifty-four  feet  by  twenty-one,  exclusive  of 
a  circular  recess,  nineteen  feet  in  diameter.  The  chapel  is 
fifty  feet  by  twenty-one,  ceiled  in  the  manner  of  King's  College, 
in  Cambridge,  the  walls  painted  like  the  great  church  of  Milan, 
and  the  windows  of  painted  glass  of  great  lightness  and  ele- 
gance. 

Alnwick  Abbey,  sweetly  seated  on  the  northern  margin  of 
the  Alne,  was  the  first  house  of  the  Premonstratensians  in 
England:  they  settled  at  it  in  1147,  when  Eustace  Fitz  John, 
who  took  the  surname  of  Vescy,  gave  them  a  foundation 
charter  and  rich  endowments.  Its  abbot  was  frequently  sum- 
moned to  parliament.  In  1534  it  was  valued  at  1891.  15s.  and 
was  granted  to  Sadler  and  Winnington  in  1549.  The  Brand- 
lings 

•  A  croas  was  erected,  in  1774,  by  the  Duchess  of  Northumberland,  on 
the  place  where  Malcolm  fell,  her  grace  being  lineally  descended  from 
him. 
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tings  made  it  their  seat  several  years,  and  after  them  the 
Doubledays,  by  whose  heirs  its  scite  was  lately  sold  to  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland.  A  gateway  tower  of  it  remains,  on 
nhich  are  armorial  shields  of  the  Percys,  crosses,  and  a  niche 
richly  crowned  with  open  Gothic  work.  St.  Leonard's  Hospi- 
tal, in  Alnwick,  was  granted  to  it  by  Lord  Percy,  in  1375. 
The  chronicle  of  this  abbey  is  in  King's  College  Library,  Cam- 
bridge. 

Hulns  Abbey  stands  in  a  woody  and  delightful  solitude,  in 
Home  Park,  three  miles  above  Alnwick.  Among  the  English 
barons  who  went  to  the  Holy  Wars,  in  the  time  of  Henry  the 
Third,  were  William  Lord  Vescy,  and  Ralph  Gray.  In  a 
visit  to  Mount  Carmel,  they  found  among  its  monks  on*  Ralph 
Eresburn,  a  Northumberland  gentleman,  who  had  signalized 
himself  in  a  former  crusade,  and  whom  they  intreated  the  stu 
perior  of  the  monastery  to  permit  to  return  with  them ;  their 
request  was  granted,  on  condition  that  they  founded  a  house 
for  Carmelites  at  home.  After  their  return,  Fresburn,  it  is 
said,  fixed  upon  this  spot,  from  its  striking  resemblance  to 
Mount  Carmel,  and,  at  his  own  expence,  began  to  lay  the 
foundations  of  this  abbey  in  1240;  it  was  widowed  by  the 
Lords  of  Alnwick.  John  Bale,  the  biographer,  lived  and 
studied  here.  Its  outer  walls  and  gateways  are  still  very  en<* 
tire ;  but  its  numerous  chapels,  oratories,  and  offices,  are  much 
-dilapidated.  The  most  perfect  part  of  it  is  a  fine  tower,  which 
was  fitted  up  in  the  Gothic  style,  by  the  late  duke :  on  the 
wall  adjoining  is  this  inscription,  hi  old  English  letters,  in 
relief:— 

XX 

In  the  year  of  Crist  Jhn  m  cccc.iii  &  viii# 

This  towr  was  bilded  by  Sir  Hen.  Percy 

The  fourth  eric  of  Nortbtiberiad  of  gret  honr  6c  worth 

That  espoused  Maud  y*  good  lady  lull  of  virtue  6c  bewty 

Daugter  to  Sir  Willra  Herbert,  right  noble  6c  hardy 

O*  Erie 

*  Anno  1468,  about  the  time  he  was  restored  to  his  father's  possessions 
«ssd  earldom.    See  CoU.  Peer,  VL  70S?. 
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Erie  of  Pembroch  wbwe  joules  god  save 

And  with  his  grace  coserve  y*  boildr  of  this  towr. 

Howick  was  a  msftor  of  the  Musc&amp  barony,  in  Henry 
the  Third's  reign,  and  afterwards  engrafted  upon  that  of  Wil- 
liam de  Vescy,  of  whom  it  was  held  by  Adam  Rybaud,  by 
service  of  one  knight's  fee.*  Huntercombie,  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Muschamps,  however,  died  seized  of  half  of 
it,  either  in  1313  or  1317.  Sir  Ralph  Grey,  of  Chillinghem, 
held  a  mediety  of  it  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth ;  and  the 
whole  of  it  was  possessed  by  his  descendant,  John  Grey,  Esq. 
in  1701,  whose  son,  Henry,  was  created  a  baronet  in  1746  ; 
died  in  1759 ;  and  was  succeeded  in  his  fftle  and  property  by 
his  eldest  son  Henry,  at  whose  decease,  in  1808,  Howick 
descended  to  his  nephew  Charles  Greg,  Earl  Grey,  and  Fio 
count  Hawick,  who  for  many  years  distinguished  himself  for 
his  uniform  opposition  to  Mr.  Pitt's  administration ;  and,  as 
the  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  became  a  colleague  in  govern- 
ment whh  Mr.  Fox.  The  "  little  pile,"  or  tower  of  Howick, 
mentioned  by  Leland,  "  was  entered,"  says  Wallis,  rt  by  a 
flight  of  steps,  and  was  a  fair  structure,  to  the  end  of  whkh, 
the  first  Sir  Henry  Grey  built  a  large  handsome  house,  and 
elegant  offices."  This  pile  was  taken  down  in  1787,  when  the 
present  noble  structure  was  commenced.  Payne  and  other 
architects  gave  designs  for  it;  but  it  was  chiefly  executed 
under  th6  direction  of  Mr.  Newton,  of  Newcastle.  Its  inter- 
nal arrangements,  furniture,  and  decorations,  were  last  year 
almost  entirely  renewed ;  the  wings  joined  to  the  centre  by  two 
additions,  the  fronts  of  which  form  the  arcs  of  a  quadrant ; 
new  gateways  made;  the  approaches  altered;  and  the  lawn 
broken  into  a  better  style.  It  stands  within  a  mile  of  the  sea. 
The  church,  which  is  on  the  margin  of  a  brook,  that  skirts  the 
lawn,  was  built  by  the  first  baronet,  though  he  was  not  its 
patron,  and  is  an  edifice  of  great  neatness,  without  a  tower, 
flat  roofed,  and  in  the  Greek  style. 

Chaster. 
*  Test  deNev.  38  k 


NORTHUMBERLAND.  201 

Chaster.  William  de  Craucestr*  held  Craucestr*,  in  1272, 
of  the  barony  of  John  le  Viscount,  by  the  service  of  half  a 
knight's  fee,  and  at  present  it  is  die  seat  and  manor  of  his 
lineal  descendant  Shqftoe  Craster,  Esq.  The  hall,  which  is 
built  of  basalt,  stands  in  a  deep  grove  of  forest  trees,  and  has 
fine  sea  views  through  the  chasms  of  a  bold  chain  of  broken 
rocks,  that  run  between  it  and  the  shore*  The  grounds  about 
it  are  kept  exceedingly  neat  and  trim.  The  village  of  Craster, 
on  an  inlet  of  die  sea,  is  inhabited  by  fishermen* 

Dunstanbrough  was  a  manor  and  estate  of  Prince  Ed- 
mund, Earl  of  Lancaster,  whose  son  Thomas  obtained  a 
licence,  in  1315,  to  make  a  castle  of  his  manor-house  in  this 
place*  He  was  the  most  powerful  and  opulent  subject  in  Eu- 
rope in  his  time;  but  becoming  general  of  the  confederate 
army  that  opposed  Edward  the  Third,  he  was  beheaded,  and 
afterwards  canonized.  This  estate  and  fortress  were  restored 
to  his  brother,  and  continued  in  the  Lancastrian  house  till 
after  the  battle  of  Hexham,  when  certain  of  Queen  Margaret's 
adherents,  namely,  Sir  Richard  Tunstall,  Thomas  Findern, 
Dr.  Morton,  and  others,  with  120  men,  continuing  within  it 
in  anas,  it  was  besieged  by  Lords  Wenlock,  Hastings,  and 
two  others,  with  a  large  force,  and,  after  three  days  assault, 
was  taken,  and  battered  into  ruins,  in  which  state  it  has  ever 
since  continued.  It  stands  upon  a  high  whinstone  rock,  acces- 
sible on  the  south,  but  naturally  defended  by  •  rocky  declivity 
on  the  west,  and  by  the  sea  and  abrupt  frightful  precipices  on 
the  east  and  north*  Nothing  at  present  remains  of  it  but  its 
outworks,  which  are  in  the  form  of  a  crescent,  and  chiefly 
consist  of  the  shell  of  the  keep,  on  the  highest  ground  on  the 
west;  of  a  strong  gloomy  gateway,  defended  by  two  large 
round  towers ;  and  of  three  square  towers  in  the  southern  wall. 
Its  area  contains  about  nine  acres ;  and,  in  one  year,  is  said  to 
have  produced  240  Winchester  bushels  of  corn,  besides  several 
leads  of  hay.      Hexangular  crystals,  called    Dunstanbrough 

diamonds, 
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diamonds^  are  sometimes  found  here,  which  are  not  inferior  to 
those  of  Bristol  in  hardness  and  lustre. 

The  village  of  Dunstan  is  celebrated  as  the  birtli-place  of 
Duns  Scotus,  the  famous  opposer  of  Aquinas.  In  one  of  his 
MS.  works,  are  these  words : — "  Explicit  lectura  Doctoris  Sub- 
files in  Universitate  Oxoniensi  super  quartum  librum  sententia- 
rum,  scilicet,  Domini  Johannis  Duns,  nati  in  quadam  viHula  paro- 
chiae  de  Emylton,  vocata  Dunstan,  in  Comitatu  Northumbrian, 
pertinente  domui  Scholarum  de  Merton  Hall  in  Oxonia,  et  quon- 
dam socii  diets  domus."  Tins  place  belongs  to  Merton  College 
to  this  day. 

In  this  parish  also  is  Fallowden  House,  the  seat  of  the 
late  Earl  Grey,  which  he  inherited  from  his  mother,  who  was 
an  heiress,  of  the  name  of  Wood.  His  lordship  signalized 
himself,  as  a  genera),  in  America,  and  in  the  West  Indies ; 
and  was  created  a  peer  of  the  realm,  by  the  title  of  Baron 
Grey  de  Howick,  in  1801 ;  and  of  Earl  Grey,  Viscount  Howick, 
in  1806.  At  present  it  is  in  possession  of  the  Countess  Dowa- 
ger Grey. 

"  The  Farn  Islands,"  says  Pennant,  "  form  two  groups  of 
little  isles  and  rocks,  to  the  number  of  seventeen ;  but  at  low 
water  the  points  of  others  appear  above  the  surface.  They  are 
rented  for  16L  per  annum:  their  produce  is  kelp,  some  few 
feathers,  and  a  few  seals,  which  the  tenant  watches  and  shoots, 
for  the  sake  of  the  oil  and  skins.  Some  of  them  yield  a  little 
grass.  The  nearest  isle  to  the  shore  is  called  House  Island, 
which  lies  exactly  one  mile  and  sixty-eight  chains  from  the 
coast.  On  this  sequestered  spot  St.  Cuthbert  spent  the  two 
last  years  of  his  life."  Here  was  afterwards  established  a 
priory  for  six  benedictine  monks,  subordinate  to  Durham.  It 
was  valued,  iu  1581,  at  121.  17s.  8d.  The  remains  of  it  are 
sadly  shattered.  Part  of  the  6quare  tower,  which  Leland  says 
was  built  by  "  Prior  Castel  of  Durham,  the  last  save  one," 
is  still  standing.  There  is  a  light  home  here,  and  a  well  of  fine 
fresh  water. 

Elunghah 
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Ell ingham  is  the  name  of  a  parish,  and  was  the  barony  of 
fialph  de  Gaugy  in  Henry  the  Third's  reign.  In  1378  it  was 
a  lordship  of  the  heroic  knight,  Sir  Alan  de  Heton,  whose 
name,  at  his  death,  was  extinct  in  co-heiresses.  In  1460,  on 
the  attainder  of  the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  it  was  given,  with 
some  other  manors,  to  the  king's  brother,  George,  Duke  of 
Clarence,  x  John  Swinburne,  of  Chapwell,  in  the  county  of 
Durham,  forfeited  it  in  the  rebellion  in  1769.  The  hall,  which 
is  an  ancient  building,  much  repaired  last  year,  is  the  seat  of 
Thomas  Huggerston,  Esq.  a  brother  of  Sir  Carnaby,  and  who 
inherited  this  estate  from  his  uncle  Edward. 

Bamburgh  Castle  stands  upon  a  basalt  rock,  of  a  trian- 
gular shape,  high,  rugged,  and  abrupt,  on  the*  land  side ; 
flanked  by  the  sea,  and  strong  natural  rampirea  of  sand,  matted 
together  with  sea  rushes,  on  the  east;  and  only  accessible  to 
an  enemy  on  the  south-east,  which  is  guarded  by  a  deep  dry 
ditch,  and  a  series  of  towers  in  the  wall,  on  each  side  of  the 
gateway.  The  rock  is  beautifully  besprinkled  with  lichens  of 
xarioos  rich  tints ;  it  rises  150  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea, 
and  Iks  upon  a  stratum  of  mouldering  stone,  apparently  scorched 
with  violent  heat,  and  having  beneath  it  a  close  flinty  sand- 
stone, Its  crown  is  girt  with  walls  and  towers,  which,  on  the 
land  aide,  have  been  nearly  all  repaired ;  but  on  the  east  are 
still  ruinous.  The  outer  gateway  stands  between  two  fine  old 
towers,  with  time-worn  heads ;  twelve  paces  within  it  is  a  se- 
cond gate,  which  is  machicolated,  and  has  a  portcullis;  and 
within  this,  on  the  left  hand,  and  on  a  lofty  point  of  rock,  is  a 
Tery  ancient  round  tower,  of  great  sU-enS1*1'  commanding  a  pass, 
subject  to  every  kind  of  annoyance  from  the  besieged.  "  This 
fort  wears  the  most  ancient  appearance,  and  challenges  the 
Saxons  for  its  origin."     The  keep  *  stands  on  the  area  of  the 

rock, 

*  Wallis,  and  others,  thought  the  base  of  this  tower  was  of  Roman  on. 
gin,  which  Grose  contradicts.  As  "  three  Roman  denarii,  ono  of  them  a 
Vespamn,"  were  foond  here,  we  may  fairly  conclude,  that  this  was  the 
nche  of  one  of  the  Ca*tclla  built  by  Agricola,  in  his  third  campaign  is 
Britain. 
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rock,  having  atr  open  space  around  it  It  is  square,  and  of 
that  kind  of  building  which  prevailed  from  the  Conquest  ti'H 
about  the  time  of  Henry  the  Second.  It  had  no  chimney ;  but 
fires  had  been  made  in  the  middle  of  a  large  room,  the  floor  of 
which  was  of  stone,  supported  by  arches,  and  the  light  ad- 
mitted into  it  by  a  window  near  its  top,  three  feet  square.  All 
the  other  rooms  were  lighted  by  slit  holes,  six  inches  broad. 
It  is  built  of  small  stones,  from  a  quarry  at  Sunderhtnd-on-the* 
Sea,  three  miles  distant :  within  it  is  a  draw-well^  discovered 
in  1770,  in  clearing  the  cellar  from  sand  and  rubbish ;  its  depth 
is  145  feet,  cut  through  solid  rock,  of  which  seventy-five  feet 
is  of  whinstone.  Dr.  Sharpe  repaired  one  story  of  it  for  a  court 
room  for  the  manor;  at  present  the  trustees  under  Lord 
Crewe's  will,  reside  in  it.  The  drawing-room  is  hung  round 
with  tapestry,  in  which  is  wrought  the  life  of  Marcus  Aurelius ; 
and  with  portraits  of  Lord  and  Lady  Crewe,  and  Dr.  Sharpe. 
The  library  is  extensive,  is  circulated  gratis  for  twenty  miles 
round,  and  was  the  bequest  of  Dr.  Sharpe.  The  remains  of 
the  chapel  were  found  under  a  prodigious  mass  of  land  in  1773. 
The  ehancel  is  separated  from  the  nave,  thirty-six  feet  by 
twenty,  and,  after  the  Saxon  fashion,  semicircular  at  the  east 
end.  The  ancient  font  was  discovered,  and  is  preserved  in  the 
keep.  The  altar  had  a  passage  round  it.  The  rebuilding  of 
this  edifice  has  been  commenced  on  its  old  foundations. 

"  St.  Bede,  m  describing  the  besieging  and  burning  of  it  by 
Penda,  the  Mercian,  says,  it  had  its  name  from  Queen  Bebba* 
Rut  Matthew  of  Westminster  tells  us,  that  Ida,  first  King  of 
Northumberland,  built  it,  fortifying  it  first  with  wooden  pali- 
sadoes,  and  afterwards  with  a  wall.  But  take  the  following 
description  of  it  from  Roger  Hoveden : — «  Bebba  is  a  strong 
city,  not  very  large,  but  including  about  two  n>r  three  acres, 
having  one  entrance  hollowed  out,  and  raised  with  steps,  in  a 
surprizing  manner,  and  on  the  top  of  the  hill  a  beautiful 
church,  and  to  the  west,  at  the  top,  a  fountain,  adorned  with 
extraordinary  workmanship,  sweet  to  the  taste,  and  clear  to  the 

eye. 
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■•ye.  'At  this  time  it  is  rather  a  castle  than  a  city,  though  large 
enough  to  pan  for  a  city/*    Alfred  calls  it  $a  cynehcatt 

bujih.  #e  mon  nemep  Bebban  bujth.  Penda  attempt* 

ed  to  burn  it  in  672,  by  setting  fire  to  piles  of  wood  laid  against 
its  walls;  but  the  wind  blowing  contrary,  the  flames  caught 
his  own  camp,  and  he  was  obliged  to  raise  the  siege.  Birthric, 
after  being  some  time  besieged  here,  in  705,  sallied  out,  and 
took  Eardulf  prisoner,  and  routed  his  army.  Here  Oswald's 
reKques  were  kept,  and  wrought  miracles.  It  was  destroyed  in x 
993  by  the  Danes ;  but  about  the  time  of  the  Conquest  was  in 
good  repair.  William  Rufus  besieged  Earl  Mowbray  here; 
but  finding  the  place  impregnable,  he  built  a  tower  of  Mai- 
voisin  against  it,  and  leaving  a  strong  garrison,  marched  south* 
ward.  The  earl  escaped,  but  was  taken  at  Tynemouth:  his 
wife,  and  Governor  Morel,  held  out,  till  the  king  threatened 
to  put  out  his  eyes  unless  they  surrendered,  which  they  ac- 
cordingly did.  Edward  the  First  summoned  Baliol  to  meet 
him  here,  and,  on  his  refusal,  invaded  Scotland,  and  took 
him  prisoner;  and  here  his  successor  sheltered  his  favourite 
Gaveston,  in  1310.  It  lost  the  greatest  part  of  its  beauty  in  a 
siege  after  the  battle  of  Hexham.  "  From  that  time  it  has 
suffered  by  time  and  winds,  which  throw  up  incredible  quan- 
tities of  sand  from  the  sea  upon  its  walls,  through  the  windows, 
which  are  open."f 

Sir  John  Forster  was  governor  of  it  in  Elizabeth's  reign  ; 
and  his  grandson  John  obtained  a  grant  of  it  and  the  manor, 
-Gram  James  the  First.  His  descendant,  Thomas,  forfeited  it 
in  1715 ;  but  his  maternal  uncle,  Nathaniel,  Lord  Crewe, 
Bishop  of  Durham,  purchased  his  estates,  and  bequeathed 
tftem  to  charitable  purposes.  He  died  in  1720.  The  trustees 
under  his  will,  reside  here  in  turn,  and  at  their  own  expence. 
Archdeacon  Sharpe,  about  the  year  1757,  began  the  repairs 
of  the  castle,  on  which  he  expended  large  sums  out  of  his 
wwn  purse.    Much  has  been  done  since  his  time ;  and  it  affords 

matter 
*  Camdeu.  t  Ibid. 
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matter  of  high  gratification,  to  see  this  venerable  forties* 
gradually  reclaimed  from  ruin,  and  converted  into  apartments 
for  the  most  wise  and  benevolent  uses.  A  large  room  is  fitted 
up  for  educating  the  boys  of  the  neighbourhood,  on  Dr.  Bell's 
system.  A  suite  of  rooms  are  allotted  to  two  mistresses,  and. 
twenty  poor  girls,  who,  from  their  ninth  year,  are  iSdged, 
clothed,  *nd  educated,  till  they  be  fit  for  service.  Here  too 
is  a  market  for  meal  and  groceries,  which  are  sold  to  the  poor 
at  prime  cost,  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays.  Medicines  and  ad* 
vice  are  given  at  the  infirmary  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays ; 
and,  in  1810,  1050  out-patients  were  admitted  to  its  benefit, 
and  thirty-six  in-patients ;  of  whom  thirty-four  died,  eight  were 
sent  to  Newcastle  infirmary,  and  the  rest  either  cured  or  re- 
lieved. Various  signals  too  are  made  use  of,  to  warn  vessels 
in  thick  and  stormy  weather,  from  the  rocks  of  the  Fern 
Islands.  A  life-boat,  and  all  kinds  of  implements  useful  in 
saving  crews  and  their  vessels  in  distress,  are  always  in  readi- 
ness :  also  beds  for  shipwrecked  sailors ;  and  all  means  used  ts> 
prevent  wrecks  from  being  plundered,  and  for  restoring  them 
to  their  owners. 

The  town  of  Bamburgh  was  once  of  considerable  importance, 
as  appears  from  the  Testa  de  Nevill,  and  the  numerous  pas- 
sages respecting  it  in  Madox's  History  of  the  Exchequer.  It 
gives  name  to  a  shire,  ward,  and  deanery ;  sent  members  to 
the  parliament  in  1294;  contributed  a  ship  to  the  siege  of  Ca- 
lais, in  Edward  the  Third's  reign ;  and  bad  a  market,  now  dis- 
used. Here  was  a  monastery  for  Austin  friars,  founded  m 
1137,  subordinate  to  Nostel  abbey,  valued  by  Speed  at  1241. 
15s.  7d.  granted,  in  1545,  to  John  Forstcr,  whose  descendants 
had  a  seat  in  its  premises,  lately  pulled  down.  Also  a  monas- 
tery of  friars  preachers,  founded  by  Henry  the  Third,  in  1265, 
given  by  Queen  Elizabeth  to  Reve  and  Pindar,  and  called,  by 
Leland,  "  a  fayre  college,  a  little  without  the  town,  now  dean 
gone  down."  St.  Mary  Magdalen's  hospital  was  licensed  bjj 
Edward  the  Second.    The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Aiden ; 

has 
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has  a  cross-legged  figure  in  it,  called,  by  tradition,  Sir  Lance- 
lot da  Lake ;  monuments  of  the  Forsters ;  and  old  armour  sus- 
pended from  the  chancel  roof.  Lord  Crewe's  trustees  have 
lately  made  great  improvements  here,  by  building  cottages  ou 
uniform  plans. 

In  this  neighbourhood,  at  Spindeston,  is  a  camp,  nearly 
round,  with  a  triple  ditch  and  rampart,  and  two  exploratory 
hills  on  the  south,  and  one  on  the  north.  A  little  west  is 
another,  in  the  form  of  a  crescent,  triple  trenched,  and  with 
ramparts  of  uncemented  stones.  There  is  a  ballad  called,  the 
Lmdley  Worm,  of  Spindletion  Hcugh,  said  to  be  500  years  old, 
and  composed  by  Duncan  Frazier,  a  Cheviot  bard,  in  1270. 
The  camp  at  Out  Chester,  is  square,  and,  as  its  form  and  name 
indicate,  of  Roman  origin. 

Edderstone,  in  Bamburgh  parish,  was  the  seat  of  Sir  Tho- 
mas Forster,  Knight,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  and  of 
his  descendants,  till  the  year  176S,  when  it  went  into  the 
Bacon  family,  who  built  the  present  mansion,  and  sold  it 
lately  to  J.  Pratt,  Esq. 


BELFORD 

was  a  manor  of  the  barony  of  Wooler ;  and  after  male  issue 
failed  in  the  Muschamps,  was  held  in  medieties,  from  the  time 
of  Edward  the  First  to  the  tenth  of  Elizabeth,  by  the  families 
of  Graham,  Huntercombie,  Lylburne,  Meinells,  D'Arcy*  and 
Conyers.  The  Forstera  possessed  it  in  1638 ;  and  after  being 
sold  by  the  descendants  of  Abraham  Dixon,  Esq.  who  resided 
upon  it  in  1759,  it  was  lately  purchased  by  William  Clarke, 
Esq.  The  mansion-house  was  built  from  designs  of  Payne ; 
but  has  suffered  much  from  neglect  The  chapel  is  parochial 
under  Pamburgh ;  it  was  built  in  1700 ;  or  the  bells  hang,  as  in 
many  parts  of  Scotland,  on  a  frame  on  the  outside  of  the 
gable."    The  old  chapel  is  in  ruins  on  an  adjoining  hilL    The 

town 
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town  Is  small,  but  pleasant ;  has  a  market  on  Tuesdays,  and 
fairs  on  the  Tuesday  before  Whitsuntide,  and  the  23d  of  Au- 
gust. "  A  mile  south-west  of  it  is  an  encampment,  nearly 
square,  with  a  wide  foes  and  double  rampine,  the  entrance  on 

the  south/* 

BOTHBURy, 

in  the  oldest  records  concerning  it,  is  called  Robire,*  or  Rath- 
bury,  a  name  probably  derived  from  its  being  the  burying- 
place  of  Rath,  or  Roth,  some  Dane  of  distinction*  There  is  a 
large  barrow  on  the  southern  margin  of  the  river,  opposite  die 
town,  and  several  others  in  the  neighbourhood.  King  John 
enfeoffed  the  barons  of  Whalton,  in  this  manor,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  one  knight's  fee.f  With  Warkwooth  it  fell  to  the 
crown,  and  in  1330.  was  granted  to  the  Percys,  and  en- 
tailed upon  their  mate-  posterity,  September  the  25th,  J  1382. 
The  church  is  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  and  contains  a  font  of 
very  curious  workmanship.  Wkton  Tower,  a  strong  ancient 
building,  with  the  Humfranville's  arms  upon  its  west  side,  is 
the  rector's  mansion.  Sir  Ralph  Sadler  recommended  the 
*'  parsonaige  of  Rothebery,  whiche  is  presently  in  the  hands  of 
one  of  the  prebendaries  of  Duresme,  with  the  yerely  fee  of 
CCC  (2001.)  tobeanexedetotheoastillofHarbottell.^  The 
inhabitants,  in  1201,  held  their  town  of  the  crown,  and  paid 
fines  like  Newcastle  and  Newbume.||  Leknd  calls  it  "  such 
a  toun  as  Corbrige."  In  1601  it  contained  only  668  persons. 
It  has  the  privilege  of  three  annual  fairs,  and  of  a  market  on 
Thursdays,  which  last,  with  free  forest  here,  and  certain  other 
franchises,  was  granted  to  the  lords  of  the  manor  by  King 
John.  Its  situation  is  dry  and  salubrious,  on  which  account, 
and  for  its  goat's  milk,  it  is  much  resorted  to  by  valetudina- 


•  Testa  de  Nev.  S82,  392.  t  Ibid. 

%  Col.  Peerage,  Vol.  VI.  651.  f  St.  P»p,  II.  13. 
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ran*.*  On  the  top  of  a  bill,  between  this  town  and  Throptoa* 
is  a  circular  entrenchment,  with  a  double  ditch  and  vallum, 
called  Old  Rothbury,  and  not  far  from  it,  in  a  sand-atone  rock, 
is  a  large  cave. 

Hbpple  was  held  in  thenage,  by  the  annual  payment  of  fifty 
shillings,  by  the  ancestors  of  William  Bardolf,  in  whose  time 
King  John  changed  that  service  into  one  knight's  fee.  In 
Henry  the  Third's  time  it  belonged  to  "  Joo  Taylleboys,"  and 
continued  in  his  family  till  about  the  year  1370,  when  it  went 
to  the  Ogles,  and  from  that  period  had  the  same  revolution  of 
possessors  as  the  Bothal  barony,  till  the  late  Duke  of  Portland 
sold  it  to  Sir  J.  B.  Riddell.  The  castle  or  tower  was  ex- 
ceedingly strong,  but  its  remains  at  present  are  few.  West  of 
it  half  a  mile,  on  Kirk  Hill,  was  a  chapel  and  cemetery,  all  trace 
of  which  were  about  fifty  years  6ince  removed. 

Cartington  Castle,  in  early  times,  belonged  to  a  family 
of  its  own  name.  In  1502,  it  was  the  sear  of  Sir  Edward  Rat- 
cliff;  and  afterwards  of  Edward  Widdrington,  who  raised  a 

Vol.  XII.  P  troop 

*  John  Brown,  D.D.  was  bom  here,  in  1715,  and  educate^  at  St.  John's 
College,  Cambridge.  He  was  a  Canon  of  Carlisle,  and  an  active  volunteer 
n  the  rebellion,  in  1745.  He  was  also  Vicar  of  Morclaud  iu  Westmore- 
land, and  of  Lazonby,  in  Cumberland ;  aftoi  wards  Rector  of  Herksley,  in 
Essex,  and  lastly,  in  1761,  Vicar  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  and  a  chaplain 
m  ordinary  to  the  king.  The  Empress  of  Rustia  invited  him  to  assist  in 
faniag  ceitain  regulations  for  schools,  &c.  in  her  empire ;  but,  while  pre- 
parations were  making  for  his  voyage,  be  died,  by  an  act  of  suicide,  at  his 
W|ing5  in  Pall-Mail,  London,  September  the  *£d,  1766.  He  published, 
■  1751,  Essays  on  Shaftsbury's  Characteristics;  in  1755,  the  tragedy  of 
Birbarossa;  and,  in  the  next  year,  the  tragedy  of  AtheUtan.  In  1757, 
appeared  his  Estimate  of  the  Manners  and  Principles  of  the  Times ;  and,  in 
1766,  a  Letter  to  Dr.  Lowth,  who  had  alluded  to  him,  a%  one  of  Dr.  War* 
barton's  natterers.  Among  his  works  atoo  were :  The  Cure  of  San),  a 
Poem;  The  History  of  the  Rise  and  Progress  of  Poetry  and  Music ;  and 
lataghts  on  Civil  liberty,  Licentiousness,  and  Faction. 

Miog.  Brit.  Br*nf$  Ntux.  1. 310. 
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twdp  ef  Mim  for  Charles  the  First,  and  was  created  a  Utamee 
in  164£v  tat  fcad  his  estates  sequestered  by  parliament  in  1652. 
His  daughter  and  cqfceiress,  Lady  Charlton,  of  Hislieside, 
founded  an  almshouse  here,  for  four  widows  of  the  Roman  ca* 
tHolic  persuasion.  .  After  this  a  Talbot,  who  signalized  himself, 
but  was  killed,  at  the  siege  of  Buda,  had  this  estate.  H«  sen 
J6hn,  being  concerned  in  die  rebellion  in  1715,  fled  front 
Chester.  Sihce  that  tilne  it  belonged  to  the  Alcocks,  df  New- 
castle*  The  taaniion  is  strongly  built,  and  of  the  castellated 
kind. 

Adjoining  to  the  village  of  Halystok*  is  a  very  copfouf 
spring,  called  Our  Lady's  Well,  iri  which,  as  some  say,*  PaaK- 
nus  baptized  a  great  multitude  of  Saxons.  Here  also  was  a 
mall  benedictlne  nunnery,  founded  by  one  of  the  Humfrari* 
yille's,  of  Harbottle  castle.  Henry  the  Third  confirmed  their 
charters  in  1254.  Richard  Kellorse,  Bishop  of  Durham,  united 
the  church  of  Coreenside,  and  Harbottle  chapel,  to  this  churoh 
and  nunnery ;  and  gave  the  advowson  of  the  vicarage  to  Lord 
Richard  Humfranville.  Its  annual  revenues  at  the  dissolution, 
according  to  Speed,  were  only  151.  10s.  8d.  though  they  had 
been  rated  in  the  Lincoln  taxation,  in  1291,  at  401.  The 
church  has  been  much  larger  than  it  is  at  present  Fragment* 
of  the  convent  still  appear  in  the  Mill  House,  and  in  other  build* 
jngs  in  the  village. 

Harbottle  Castle,  with  the  franchise  of  Redesdale,  waa 
given  in  1075,  to  Robert  de  Humfranville,  Lord  of  Tours  and 
Vivan,  to  be  defended  by  the  same  sword  which  the  conqueror 
wore  when  he  entered  Northumberland.  Before  that  time  it 
belonged  to  Mildred,  the  son  of  Acinan.  From  the  Humfran- 
villes  it  was  inherited,  in  1438,  by  Walter  Talboys,  whose  de- 
ecendant,  Sir  Walter,  forfeited  it  after  the  battle  of  Hexham. 
It  was,  "  as  it  is  saide,  the  Lord  Tdlbnsses  inheretftrfce,  tad 
geVen  the  prence  in  exchange,  for  that  it  was  Id  meat  a  house 

fbr 
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fcf  the  service,  *clf+  It  belonged  to  the  crown,  in  1567 » 
but  being  granted  to  a  branch  of  the  Widdrington  family,  thetf 
heiress  carried  It  to  Sir  Thomas  Gascoigne,  who  sold  it  to  the 
ClenaeU,  its  present  possessors:  their  mansion  is  a  modem 
bufldtog,  eA  die  east  end  of  the  village.  la  1173,  this  fortress 
was  srfdted  by  the  Scots  ;f  After  which  it  was  rebuilt,  and  so 
Aroagty  fortified,  that  a  Scotch  army,  in  1296,  besieged  it 
two  days  in  vain ;  after  the  battle  of  Bannock  Born,  however, 
they  succeeded  more  to  their  wishes,  and  again  demolished  it 
It  was  the  retirement  df  Queen  Margaret,  of  Scotland,  on  her 
second  marriage  to  the  Earl  of  Angus,  and  here  was  born,  in 
1518,  her  daughter  Margaret,  afterwards  married  to  the  Earl 
sf  Lenox.  J  It  is  boldly  seated  on  the  southern  brink  of  the 
Coquet,  and  its  raifts  are  of  large  extent.  The  walls  of  the  graft 
tower  have  an  odd  appeanmce,  parts  of  them  being  rent  asun- 
der from  their  foundations,  and  overhanging  their  base ;  and 
other  parts  having  slidden  in  large  masses,  halfway  down  the 
Ml,  and  fixed  themselves  deep  in  the  earth, 

BiDBLBtfTOK,  the  seat  of  Thomas  Selby,  Esq.  is  seated  at  thw 
bead  of  a  gradual  slope,  at  the  foot  of  Silverton,  a  high  green 
■sustain,  and  one  of  the  most  southern  of  the  chain  of  the 
Cheviots.  It  belonged  to  die  Vissards,  whom  Edward  the  First, 
sa  account  of  their  treasonable  proceedings,  deprived  of  ft,  in 
1272,  and  gave  to  Sir  Walter  de  Selby  "pro  bono  et  laudabili 
s»viti&"$  Hit  successor,  Sir  Walter,  was  governor  of  Liddk 
carte,  in  1342,  in  which  year  the  fortress  watf  taken  by  David, 
King  of  Scots,  and  its  governor  beheaded.  This  femiiy  wat 
«ho  poswsacd  of  the  barony  and  manor  of  Prenderlalh,  on  the 
opposite  border.|  Their  seat  here  is  a  large  and  commodious 
Mane  edifice,  built  by  its  present  possessor. 

P  2  EomoHiM 

*  Sir  R.  Sad.  St  Pip.  ii.  15. 

*  Up.  Bard.  Hkt  p.  98.        t  Koigbton  hit.  x.  Scrip.  Aug.  cot  lt96. 
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Edlingham  Castle,  with  several  other  possessions,  was 
held  by  John,  son  of  Walden,  of  the  barony  of  Earl  Patrick, 
for  one  soar  hawk,  or  sixpence.*  It  was  the  seat  and  manor  of 
Sir  Roger  de  Hastings,  Knt.  who  bore  a  captain's  commission, 
in  the  expedition  against  the  Moors,  in  1509.  In  the  tenth  of 
Elizabeth,  it  belonged  to  Thomas  Swinburne,  Esq. ;  but  heirs 
male  failing  in  his  descendants,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First 
it  went  by  marriage  to  the  Swinburnes  of  Capheaton,  its  present 
owners.  The  castle  stands  near  the  head  of  a  narrow  valley, 
and  chiefly  consists  of  a  grey,  venerable  tower. 

Bolton  is  a  small  village,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Alne, 
and  having  a  chapel  under  Edlingham :  but  it  is  only  of  note 
on  account  of  an  horpital,  founded  at  it  by  Robert  de  Roos, 
Baron  of  Wark,  "  to  support,"  as  his  charter  sets  forth,  "  a 
master,  three  brethren,  three  chaplains,  and  thirteen  leprous 
laymen."  It  was  dedicated  to  "  the  blessed  Mary,  and  St. 
Thomas  the  martyr,"  and  put  under  the  wardenship  ef  the 
Abbot  of  Ryval,  and  the  Prior  of  Kirkham.  It  was  well  en- 
dowed, and  at  the  dissolution  came,  with  this  manor  and  village, 
te  the  Collkigwood8  of  Eslington.  The  Earl  of  Surrey  was 
met  here  by  several  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  with  their  re- 
tinues, to  the  number  of  24,000  men,  before  the  battle  of 
Hodden  Field.f 

Eglingham  is  the  name  of  a  parish  and  a  village,  and  in  1567 
was  the  seat  and  manor  of  Luke  Ogle,  Esq.,  and  at  present  of 
his  descendant,  Ralph  Ogle,  Esq.  It  is  environed  with  moors. 
Near  it  is  a  mineral  water,  described  by  Mr.  Cay,  in  the  Philo- 
sophical Transactions ;%  and  below  it  Kim-mere,  a  lake  stored 
with  pike  and  perch,  and  its  banks  abounding  with  the  mynca% 
called  sweet  gale,  or  Dutch  myrtle. 

Whittinoham.  "  In  the  year  883,  Alfred  the  Great,  hav- 
ing slain  the  two  Danish  generals,  Hinguar  and  Halden,  began 

U 
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to  cultivate  the  wastes  of  Northumberland.  At  that  time  St. 
Cuthbert,  by  a  vision,  revealed  to  the  Abbot  Edred,  that  the 
bishop,  and  all  the  English  and  Danes,  should  be  commanded  to 
ransom  Guthred,  the  son  of  Ardecnute,  who  had  been  sold  to 
slavery  to  a  widow,  at  Whittingham,  and  should  make  him  King 
of  Northumberland ;  which  was  done,  and  he  reigned  over 
York,  but  Egbert  beyond  the  Tyne*"*  This  village  was  an- 
ciently held  in  sergeancy  of  the  king,  by  drengage  service ;  it 
has  a  fair  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  August ;  its  church  is  cruel- 
form,  old,  and  spacious ;  and  the  vale  in  which  it  stands  is  ex- 
tremely rich,  well  cultivated,  and  beautiful. 

Eslington,  a  seat  of  Sir  Thomas  Henry  Liddell,  Bart  and 
occupied  by  C.  W.  Bigge,  Esq.,  stands  in  a  low,  rich,  and 
sheltered  situation,  on  the  margin  of  the  Alne.  It  is  a  spacious 
and  elegant  edifice,  «of  polished  free-stone,  and  in  the  modern 
style.  It  belonged  %o  Alan  de  Eslington,  in  the  time  of  Henry 
the  Third,  of  whom  he  held  it  by  certain  local  services,  of  the 
species  of  sergeancy ;  from  this  family  it  passed  to  the  Hotel- 
rigges,  and  from  them  to  the  CoUingwoods,  with  whom  it  con- 
tinued from  the  sixteenth  to  the  eighteenth  century;  when 
Colonel  George  Liddell,  a  younger  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Liddell, 
of  Ravensworth,  Bart,  bought  it  of  the  commissioners  for 
selling  estates,  forfeited  in  the  rebellion,  in  1715,  and  left  it  So 
his  «nephew,  Henry  Lord  Ravensworth. 

Call  alt  was  the  seat  of  William  de  Callaly,  who  held  it 
rod  Yetlington,  by  drengage  and  other  services,  of  Henry  the 
Third :  his  son  Gilbert  gave  them  to  Roger  Fitz-Roger,  Baron 
of  Warkworth  and  Clavering,  from  whom  they  have  been 
handed  down  to  his  lineal  descendant,  John  Clavering,  Esq* 
their  present  possessor.  The  tower,  at  the  west  end  of  this 
mansion,  has  marks  of  high  antiquity;  that  on  the  east,  and 
the  centre  of  the  building,  are  modern.    The  dining  room  is 

P  3  forty- 

•  Cbron.  de  Mailros,  p.  145.     Sim.  Dam.  col.  147. 
t  Test,  de  Nev.  389,  395. 


forty-five  feet  long,  and  twenty-five  feet  high,  elegantly  stoc- 
coed,  and  has  a  music  gallery  at  each  end.  \  range  of  high 
rough  hills,  planted  up  their  sides,  and  brown  and  craggy  af 
their  beads,  sweep  before  the  southern  front,  at  the  distance  of 
half  a  mile. 

Near  CaBaly  is  a  conical  hill,  called  CUmx*  Hjj* ;  its 
top,  comprising  about  two  acres,  is  girt  by  a  high  wall,  and*  h> 
the  weakest  places,  by  a  foss  seven  yards  tfeep,  hewn  out  of 
the  solid  rock,  and  flanked  on  the  outside  with  a  wal«  I)ow9 
the  western  brow  of  the  lull,  about  one  hundred  pacgs,  is- 
another  strong  wall,  its  ruins  measuring  seven  yards  and  a 
half  at  their  base.  The  whole  fortified  area  contains  nearly 
six  acres,  and  is  difficult  of  access.  There  are  several  other 
ancient  camps  in  this  neighbourhood* 

Glanxon  Pikk  is  also  a  conical  jexploratory  h8J,  ip  sight 
of  the  curious  circular  camps,  on  the  tops  of  Clinch  fft?  and 
Ingram  HiB.  Near  it,  at  Deer-street,  beside  Gl^ton  West- 
field,  were  found,  in  1716,  four  Hftvants,  one  empty,  lip 
other  containing  each  an  urn,  filled  with  b^  earth,  charcoal, 
and  human  bones,  bearing  marks  of  fire:  also  pear  them,  ftro 
more  urns  of  ordinary  pottery.  North  of  Glanton  West-field 
a  quarter  of  a  mile,  a  ceit,  of  the  old  mixed  brass,  well  pre- 
served, was  turned  up,  and  given  to  Mr.  Walk's.  By  the  side 
of  the  highway,  over  Hedgley  Moor,  is  a  square  stone  pillar, 
called  PBRcvfs  Cross,  embossed  with  the  anus  of  Percy  and 
Lucy,  and  set  up  in  memory  of  Sir  Ralph  Percy,  wfcp  wassfajp 
here  by  Lord  Montacute,  in  a  severe  skirmish,  in  1&S3,  hefts* 
the  battle  of  Hexham.  His  dying  words  were,  "  /  hme  $av&f 
ike  bird  in  my  breast ;"  meaning  his  frith  to  his  party. 

The  mansion  at  Rod  dam  was  built  by  the  late  Admica| 
Roddam,  on  the  scite  of  the  old  family  residence,  ^objo 
Major,  who  flourished  in  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, mentions*  the  following  curious  grant,  as  much  admired 
by  Robert,  Duke  of  Albany,  for  its  brevity  :-— 

"I  King 
•  Hist  Brit  &c.  p  SG5. 


««  I  $inj  Athetetan* 

Gi^s  heir  to  paulane 

Odara  and  Rodam 

AJs  gild  and  als  fair 

AIs  evir  tlia  myn  ware 

And  yair  to  Witnen  Mild  ray  wyff.n 

The  battle  of  Brunanburch,  so  much  extolled  by  the  his- 
torians and  poets  of  that  age,  is  supposed  by  Camden  to  have 
been  fought  near  Broomridge,  a  mile  from  Ford  castle,  where 
are  the  lines  of  a  large  encampment ;  and  this  grant  may  have 
been  made  by  Athelstane,  in  consequence  of  sendees  there 
performed.  The  Testa  de  Nevill,  mentions  this  manor  as  a 
member  of  the  barony  of  the  Earl  of  Dunbar;  but  is  silent 
respecting  the  family,  though  their  names  occur  in  the  escheats 
for  the  year  1264,  as  possessors  of  it.  They  were  a  warlike 
family.*  Leland  calls  them  "  men  of  fair  landes  in  Northum- 
brelande,  about  Tylle  river,  ontyi  one  of  them  having  to  wife 
one  of  the  UmfravOle  daughters,  killed  a  man  of  name,  and 
thereby  lost  the  principle  of  dccc  markes  by  yere:  so  that 
at  this  time  Rodam,  or  otherwise  Rudham,  of  Northumbrelande, 
is  but  a  man  of  mene  lands.'9 

Near  Ildcrton,  the  manor  and  seat  of  Sanderson  Uderton, 
Esq.,  and  of  his  ancestors,  since  the  time  of  Edward  the  First, 
is  Rosedon  Edge,  on  which  is  a  large  square  entrenchment; 
and  in  sight  of  it,  three  miles  to  the  east,  on  Bewick  HiH,  is 
a  semicircular  camp,  its  chord  on  the  west,  guarded  by  an 
abrupt  declivity,  overlooking  the  plains  of  the  Bramish,  and 
its  arc  by  a  double  foss  and  vallum ;  the  entrance  on  the  south 
is  by  a  hollow  way,  hemmed  on  one  side  by  large  stones,  set 
edgewise  in  the  earth.  At  Haerup-burn>  half  a  mfle  farther  to 
the  east,  im  a  smaller  semicircular  camp,  a  kind  of  out-post  to 
Bewick  Hill.  Near  Three-stone  Burn,  north  of  Hedge-hop^, 
soe  of  the  highest  of  the  Cheviot  mountains,  is  a  Drvidicml 

P  *'  Cltrcfe, 
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Circle,  thirty-eight  yards  in  diameter,  and  formed  by  ten  large 
stones :  and  a  few  miles  south  of  this  place  is  Linhope^spotd, 
a  cataract  of  the  Bramish,  that  falls  over  fifty-six  feet  of  pointed 
rocks. 

Lilburne  Tower,  "bosomed  high  in  tufted  trees,"  is  a 
grey  old  ruin,  on  the  north  side  of  a  brook  of  its  own  name ; 
near  it  are  remains  of  a  chapel.  It  was  the  seat  of  John  L0- 
burne,  in  1234,  from  whose  stock  sprang  John  Lilburne,  a  tur- 
bulent enthusiast,  in  the  time  of  the  civil  wars.  In  latter  timet 
it  belonged  to  the  Clennels ;  and  from  them  was  inherited  by 
Henry  Collingwood,  Esq ,  whose  mansion,  a  neat  modern  build- 
ing, stands  on  the  south  side  of  the  brook,  opposite  the  old 
tower.* 

Patrick,  Earl  of  Dunbar,  held  the  barony  of  Beanly  or 
Bengleta,  consisting  of  several  manors  and  villages,  by  the 
service  of  his  being  for  them,  Inborgf  and  Haitborg,  between 
England  and  Scotland ;  "  that  is,"  says  Camden,  "  if  I  under- 
stand rightly,  obliged  to  secure  and  protect  the  communica- 
tion to  and  fro,  between  the  two  kingdoms.  For  the  Old  Eng- 
lish call  entrance  and  a  porch,  in  their  language,  IubojlOU." 

Chillingham,  anciently  called  Chevelinghans,  was  held  of 
the  barony  of  William  de  Vescy,  by  Robert  de  Muscamp ; 
and  afterwards  belonged  to  the  chief  of  the  noble  family  of 
Greys,  Barons  of  Wark,  from  whom  it  was  inherited  by  the 
Earl  of  Tankerville,  its  present  possessor.  The  castle  was  re- 
built in  Elizabeth's  reign ;  it  is  a  square  heavy  structure,  of 
four  stories  in  the  wings,  and  three  in  the  centre.  Here  is 
a  marble  chimney-piece,  in  sawing  which,  was  found  a  live  toad; 

the 

•  By  the  side  of  the  high  road,  in  this  pari&h,  was  a  heap  of  stones,  called 
the  Aprwn  full  of  Stone?,  and  ascribed  to  the  devils  On  removing  them  to 
send  the  road,  they  were  forrad  to  cover  the  base  and  fragments  of  a  cross ; 
the  base  circular,  twelve  feet  in  diameter,  and  having  four  rows  of  steps. 

Gent.  Mug.  1769,  p.  14¥. 

♦  The  pnVod  copy  of  the  Testa  dc  Nevilt,  at  p.  $9*2,  has  Siti*gborg%  ftr 
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the  nidus  in  which  he  lay  has  been  plastered  up.  The  other 
party  with  the  same  mark,  was  at  Horton  castle.*  The  best 
pictures  here  are  full  length  portraits  of  Lords  Bacon,  Bur- 
leigh, and  Buckingham,  the  last  two  gaudy,  and  portraits  of 
Charles  the  First,  and  James  the  Second.  The  park  is  ex- 
tensive, and  contains  a  large  herd  of  deer,  and  a  numerous 
breed  of  wild  cattle,  called  the  White  Scottish  Bison  ;  "  these 
are  of  a  middle  size,  have  very  long  legs,  and  the  cows  are 
fine  horned :  the  orbits  of  the  eyes,  and  the  tips  of  the  noses, 
are  black  ;  but  the  bulls  have  lost  the  manes  attributed  to  them 
by  Boethius."f  They  are  very  shy,  wild,  swift,  and  savage. 
In  severe  winters  they  venture  to  visit  the  out-houses  in  search 
of  food. 

Horton  Castle  6tands  in  a  bleak  and  naked  country.  It 
was  held  of  the  barony  of  William  Vescy,  by  William  Tuber- 
vOle,  by  half  a  knight's  fee ;  and  after  that  "  for  many  ages 
was  the  poesession  of  a  branch  of  the  family  of  Grey,  of 
Cfiillingham.  Sir  John  Grey,  of  Horton,  going  into  the  war 
in  France,  with  King  Henry  the  Fifth,  took  by  storm  the  castle 
of  Tankerville,  in  Normandy ;  for  which  good  service  he  was 
created  Earl  of  Tankerville,  and  Knight  of  the  Garter."  The 
two  families  afterwards  became  united,  and  at  present  are  re- 
presented by  Earl  Grey,  the  owner  of  this  castle. 

Wools r,  or,  as  it  is  written  in  the  Testa  de  Nevill,  Wil- 
lovb,  was  a  barony,  consisting  of  several  manors,  and  given  to 
Robert  de  Muse  amp,  by  Henry  the  First,  to  be  held  by  the 
payment  of  four  knight's  fees.  His  successor,  Robert,  in  the 
time  of  Henry  the  Third,  was  the  most  powerful  baron  in  the 
north,  but  his  name  expired  in  three  daughters,  co-heiresses, 
who  married  the  Earl  of  Struthern,  Odonel  de  Ford,  and  Wal- 
ter de  Huntercombe.  Afterwards  we  find  the  families  of 
Heuell,  Scrope,  d'Arcys,  and  Percys,  having  possessions  here, 
and  from  the  last  of  these,  the  manor  of  Wooler  passed  to  the 

Greys, 

9  Cough's  Candeo,  III.  26<>.        t  Pennant's  North.  Tour,  III.  110. 
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Greys,  and  from  them  is  inherited  by  the  Bari  of  TaDkenille* 
Here  was  an  hospital,  dedicated  to  fit*  Mary  Magdalene ;  anfl 
on  a  round  hill,  near  the  town,  is  an  old  tauter,  probably  tfap 
chatteau  fort  of  the  Mnscamps.  The  town  has  a  warfat  on 
Thursdays,  and  Juirs  the  tenth  of  May,  qnd  seventeenth  of 
October.  It  was  {rarnt  down  about  the  year  1722,  and  "  arose 
fairer  out  of  its  ashes."  At  present,  however,  it  is  nearly  all 
thatched ;  and  though  it  begins  to  flourish,  has  but  a  cold  un- 
cleanly appearance.  Its  church  is  said  to  have  formerly  been 
a  chapel  to  Fenton  church,  a  ruin  on  the  east  side  of  the  Till : 
it  was  thatched  till  1765,  in  which  year  it  was  rebuilt.  Hens 
also  are  five  or  six  dissenting  meeting-houses. 

In  this  neighbourhood  are  several  remarkable  entrenchments 
and  cairns :  one  at  a  place  called  Cattlewell,  is  named  Maiden 
Castle,  and  a  larger,  Trodden  Gazes.  At  HumbledWburn,  a 
mile  north-east  from  Wooler,  is  Green  Castle,  a  large  round 
camp,  with  a  cairn,  on  a  bill,  cut  in  terraces.  And  on  Bed- 
rigs,  near  the  foll-bgr,  is  a  Whinstone  Pillar,  pointing  out  the 
spot  where  Henry  Lord  Percy,  and  George  Earl  March,  in 
1801,  defeated  1Q&OQ  Scots,  under  Earl  Douglap. 

Yevebino  is,  at  this  day,  an  inconsiderable  yillage,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  rarer  Glen :  concerning  it,  says  St.  Bode, 
"  Paulinos,  coming  with  King  Edwin,  and  bis  Qneen  Ethel: 
burga,  to  the  royal  villa,  called  Adgefirin,  abo4e  there  thirty- 
six  days,  employed  in  catechising  and  baptizing ;  in  ail  which 
time  he  did  nothing,  from  morning  to  night,  but  instruct  the 
people,  who  flocked  to  him  from  all  the  villages  and  places*  in 
the  doctrine  of  Christ,  and  baptize  them  in  the  neighbouring 
river  Glen*  This  villa  was  deserted  by  succeeding  kingp,  and 
another  made  in  its  stead,  at  a  place  called  Machnin.*  On  the 
south  side  of  Yevering  is  a  whinstone  column,  in  memory  of 

the 

*  Ecc.  Hist  L.  IT.  c.  xir.  Maelmin  is  supposed  to  have  been  at  Mil- 
field,  an  ill-built  tillage,  situated  on  the  north  ride  of  Milfeld  Plain,  where 
Sir  William  Bnlmer  defeated  a  party  of  Scots  by  the  Durham  forces,  before 
the  battle  of  Flodden. 
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the  battle  of  "  Geteringe,"  fought  here  in  1414,  between  the 
English,  under  Sir  Robert  Humfranville  and  the  Lord  Warden 
of  the  Marches,  and  a  strong  party  of  the  Scotch,  in  which  the 
latter  were  discomfited.* 

Above  this  Tillage  rises  Ybvbrikg  Bzll,  a  green  6*0-ahaped 
mountain,  two  thousand  perpendicular  feet  front  the  plain, 
Its  tqp  is  level,  and  girt  with  a  wall  of  large  whinsUroes,  en- 
closing an  area  of  above  sixteen  acres.  The  entrance  is  on 
the  south.  In  the  east  side  of  it,  a  paved  way,  three  paces 
broad,  and  thirty  yards  long,  leads  to  a  low  circular  mount,  girt 
with  a  slight  wall,  one  hundred  and  eighty  paces  in  circum- 
ference, and  with  a  ditch  within ;  its  centre  is  crowned  with  a 
cairn  of  stones,  ten  paces  high,  the  middle  hollow,  and  six 
paces  from  brim  to  brim,  and  the  stones  beneath  it  calcined 
with  fire.  The  sides  of  this  mountain  are  scattered  with  cir- 
cular foundations  of  small  buildings,  such  as  are  seen  by  the 
margin  of  the  higher  parts  of  the  Coquet,  and  through  all  the 
Cheviot  district.  South  of  the  Bell  half  a  mile,  is  a  cairn  called 
Tim  TaOanU  grave.  On  Newton  Tor,  a  very  high  hill,  are  en- 
trenchments and  a  cairn ;  and  on  Hacrlaw,  near  Mr.  Selby'a  seat, 
St  Paston,  a  camp,  girt  with  a  round  double  rampire  and  fbss* 

Cofzland  Castle  was  rebuilt,  in  1614,  by  George  Wal- 
lace, Esq.,  to  whose  family  it  belonged,  from  Edward  the  Se- 
cond's reign,  till  it  was  sold  in  the  last  century,  to  the  Ogles 
of  Kirldey.f  It  stands  on  the  north  brink  of  the  Glen. 
One  John  de  Copeland  was  amongst  the  twelve,  English  knights, 
chosen  to  meet  the  Scotch  commissioners,  to  settle  the  certain 
border  disputes,  in  1249;  and  we  suspect,  that  the  celebrated 
Northumberland  Esquire,  John  de  Copeland,  was  of  this  family. 
He  took  David,  King  of  Scots,  prisoner,  in  the  battle  of  Dur- 
ham, in  1S47,  for  which  he  was  created  a  knight  baneret,  and 
had  BOOL  a  year  settled  upon  himself  and  heirs4 

For* 
•  Hardiag ,  c.  Sit.  t  Walls*,  II.  460. 

t  Prvnoe'i  4th  Inst,  p.  **5.  Leges  Marsh,  p.  «$.  Bars  and  Nicb.  Hist, 
ft  Wtstm.  and  Canberl.  Vol  I.  p.  36. 
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Ford  was  the  seat  and  manor  of  Olonel  de  Ford,  in  \Tl% 
and  by  him  held,  with  other  property  of  the  Muscamp  barony, 
by  one  knight's  service.  His  heiress  married  Sir  William 
Heron,  whose  descendant,  Sir  William,  built  the  castle,  in  1287t 
and  obtained  a  royal  grant  of  a  weekly  market  and  an  annual 
fair  at  this  place,  and  also  liberty  of  free  warren  in  his  manors. 
Their  heiress  married  Thomas  Carr,  Esq.  of  Etal,  in  Queen 
Elizabeth's  reign,  and  his  heiress  Sir  Francis  Blake,  from  whom 
rt  went  to  the  Delavals.  In  Leland's  time  it  was  "  roeatly 
strong,  but  in  decay."  It  was  rebuilt  by  the  late  Lord  Dela- 
val  in  1761 ;  and  is  at  present  the  seat  and  property  of  his 
relict,  Lady  Delaval. 

Robert  de  Maneriis  held  Hothal,  now  called  Etal,  of  the 
Muscamp  barony,  in  1272,  by  half  a  knight's  service.  The 
castle  was  built  in  1 340.  James  the  Fourth,  before  the  battle 
of  Hodden  Field,  took,  and  ruined  it.  Sir  Thomas  Manners, 
Lord  Ros,  of  Etal,  was  created  Earl  of  Rutland  in  1526. 
Lord  Wharton  made  this  place  the  residence  of  the  Deputy 
Warden  of  the  East  Marches,  in  1552.  In  Queen  Elizabeth's 
reign  it  belonged  to  Sir  Robert  Carr ;  and  by  marriage  of  the 
heiress  of  that  family,  in  1762,  it  went  to  the  Earl  of  Errol; 
whose  sister,  Lady  Augusta  Hay,  carried  it  to  the  Earl  of 
Glasgow,  its  present  possessor.  The  mansion  is  an  elegant 
modern  structure,  finely  placed,  at  a  short  distance  from  the 
venerable  remains  of  the  old  castle. 

Pallinsburn  is  the  seat  of  George  Adam  Askew,  Esq* 
The  country  about  it  is  remarkably  fertile,  and  thrown  by  na- 
ture into  a  thousand  hills,  of  low  undulating  forms,  exquisitely 
beautiful.  Several  small  vessels  of  coarse  pottery,  and  a  trian- 
gular shape,  were  found  on  this  estate. 

In  Brankston  West-field  is  a  rough  upright  column  of  basalt, 
six  feet  seven  inches  high  ;  a  memorial  of  the  great  victory  ob- 
tained over  James  the  Fourth  by  the  Earl  of  Surrey,  on  the 
ninth  of  September,  151 3.  This  battle  is  sometimes  called  the 
tattle  o/'Branxton,  from  the  main  scene  of  action  lying  near 

that 
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that  village;  but  commonly  the  battle  0/ Flodden,  because  the 
Scots  were  encamped  on  Flodden  Hill,  and  from  thence  drawn, 
out  of  their  entrenchments  to  fight,  by  the  Earl  of  Surrey 
secretly  marching  through  the  narrow  defiles  about  Crookham, 
and  cutting  off  their  retreat.     Among  the  slain  was  the  Arch* 
bishop  of  St.  Andrew's  and  two  bishops,  four  abbots,  twelve 
earls,   seventeen  lords,   innumerable  knights  and  gentlemen, 
and  from   eight,  or,  as  some  say,  twelve  thousand  common 
men.     The  English  only  lost  about  fifteen  hundred :  their  suc- 
cess was  attributed  to  their  artillery  and  bowmen.     King  James 
fell  near   Branxton,  and  was  next  day  found  by  Lord  Dacre. 
On  the  highest  part  of  Flodden  Hill  is  a  natural  rock,  called 
the  King's  Chair,  whence  he  had  a  good  view  of  the  two  ar- 
mies and  the  country.     The  standards  and  ordnance  were  next 
day  carried  to  Etal.     James's  corpse  was  embalmed  at  Berwick, 
and  brought  to  England,  and  buried  at  Sheene,  where,  at  the 
dissolution,  it  was  tumbled  into  a  lumber-room.     His  sword 
and  dagger  were  given  to  the  Herald's  College,  where  they  now 
are.    Surrey  deposited  the  Scotch  standards  in  Durham  Cathe- 
dral.    As  Sir  Carnaby  Haggerston's  workmen  were  digging  in 
Flodden  Field,  in  1810,  they  came  to  a  pit  filled  with  human 
bones,  and  which  seemed  of  great  extent ;  but,  alarmed  at  the 
sight,  they  immediately  filled  up  the  excavation,  and  proceeded 
■o  farther.   A  fine  seal,  supposed  to  be  Roman,  was  found  here, 
and  was  in  the  possession  of  the  late  Countess  Cowper.* 

The  village  of  Wehk  stands  on  the  margin  of  the  Tweed, 
and  chiefly  consists  of  a  miserable  cluster  of  thatched  cottages, 
occupied  by  fishermen,  most  of  whom  are  freeholders.  The 
Caitle  here,  so  celebrated  in  the  border  annals,  is  completely 
rained,  nothing  remaining  of  it  but  fragments  of  ashlar, 
work,  near  its  foundations,  and  lines  of  its  moat.  It  stood  on  a. 
round  hill,  apparently  artificial.  Below  it  is  a  beautiful  terrace 
on  the  brink  of  the  river,  called  the  Maiden's  Walk.  The 
Kemb,  or  outwork,  is  an  intrenchment  half  a  mile  long,  con* 
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fating  of  a  rampart  of  earth  and  stone,  arid  *  (Etch :  it  its 
rfndde  and  western  extremity  are  small  mounts,  each  cleft  at 
the  top  with  a  trench ;  also  another  on  the  river  side ;  and 
netir  the  first  ruins  of  St.  Giles's  Chapel,  some  curious  grave* 
atones.  Battle  Place  h  on  the  south  side  of  the  cattle,  and 
opposite  it  Gallons  Hill,  which  is  terraced,  and  a  round  hfll, 
called  Gallows-hill-fenow.  The  barony  of  Werfc  was  given  to 
die  family  of  Rob,  Barons  of  Hdmsley,  in  Yorkshire,  by  Henr/ 
the  First,  for  the  service  of  two  knight's  fees,*  and  was  in 
their  possession  till  1399;  but  in  the  next  year  was  found  to 
belong  to  Sir  Thomas  Grey,  of  Hetlon.  It  gave  title  of  baron, 
in  1622,  to  Sir  William  Grey,  who  died  in  1674,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son,  Ford  Grey,  who  was  created  Viscount  Glen* 
dale  and  Earl  of  Tankerville  in  1695,  which  titles  expired  with 
him  in  1701,  and  the  barony  with  his  brother  Ralph,  in  1706; 
but  the  earldom  was  again  revived  in  his  niece's  husband, 
Charles  Bennet,  Earl  of  Ossulton,  whose  great  grandson, 
Charles,  the  present  Earl  of  Tankerville,  succeeded  to  his  title 
in  1767. 

Though  Leland  asserts,  that  "  Henry  the  Second  caused  the 
castell  of  Werk  to  be  made,"  Richard  of  Hexham  tells  us, 
that  Carrum,  which  the  English  call  Werk,  was  taken  by  the 
Scots  in  1S36;  but  that  two  years  after,  they  invested  it 
with  a  numerous  army,  and,  u  cunt  balistis  et  machinis  multis  ;" 
but,  after  three  weeks  assault,  were  forced  to  raise  the  siege. 
Soon  after  they  made  a  simitar  attempt  with  no  better  success ; 
but  afterwards  returned  to  the  attack,  and  compelled  the  fa- 
mished garrison  to  capitulate.  Henry  the  Second  repaired  it; 
but  John,  ever  inconsistent,  burnt  it  down.  Henry  die  Third 
and  his  queen  resided  here  in  August  and  September,  1255, 
dnd  were  met  by  the  King  of  Scotland  and  Queen  Margaret, 
Aeir  daughter,  f    Edward  the  First  strengthened  the  garrison 
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with  1000  men,  on  the  defection  of  Robert  de  Ros,  and  had 
his  court  here  at  Easter,  1295.*  "  The  Scottea,  m  1318,  came 
into  England,  and  destroyed  the  cteteHs  of  Wark  and  Hfcr- 
bottie."  In  1341,  the  garrison  sallied  out  upon  the  rear  of 
David  Brace's  army,  as  they  retarded  from  ravaging  Durham, 
and  took  160  horses  laden  with  spoil ;  a  circumstance  which 
brought  on  a  desperate  siege,  in  which  the  celebrated  Countess 
of  Salisbury  greatly  distinguished  herself:  Froisart  had  re- 
lated thia  affair  with  Ins  usual  minuteness  and  gaHantry.  In 
1384  the  castle  watf  burnt  down,  but  sodh  after  rebuilt ;  and  in 
1419  retaken  by  the  Scots,  and  its  garrison  butchered :  a  deed 
which  the  English  revenged,  by  creeping  up  a  sewer  from  the 
Tweed  into  die  kitchen,  tirid  shedding  blood  for  blood.  In 
M60,  it  again  fell  into  the  hinds  of  the  Scotch,  wh#  demo- 
lished it.  After  being  repaired  by  the  Earl  of  Surrey,  it  was 
gaHantiy  defended,  in  1525,  against  4000  Scotch  and  French, 
who  made  breaches  in  the  wd&s  with  cannon.  The  historian, 
Buchanan;  who  was  present  at  this  siege,  describes  it  thus: 
"  In  the  innermost  area  was  a  rower  of  great  strength  and 
height ;  this  was  encircled  by  two  walls,  the  outer  including  a 
large  space,  into  which  the  inhabitants  of  die  country  used  to 
fly  with  their  cattle,  corn,  and  flocks  in  time  of  war ;  die  inner 
of  much  smaller  extent,  but  fortified  more  strongly  with  walls 
and  towers."  "As  a  good  pece  of  its  wall  was  fallen  down  in 
1543,  one  Archan,  an  It&lyan,  was  employed  to  repair  iu"f 
The  work  was  commenced  on  the  twelfth  of  February,  and 
finished  on  the  tenth  of  November*  in  the  same  year,  and  cost 
18641.  16s.  7d4 

At  Brighamt  hear  Wark,  was  held  the  great  convention  for 
settlftneht  of  the  tenths  for  the  Holy  War;  demanded  by  Henry 
the  Sedond,  in  1 18&  Hugh,  Btehbp  of  Durham*  appeared  on 
Henry's  part)  and  was  met  by  WttHarn  the  Second  of  Scotland, 
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with  his  bishops  and  barons,  who  rejected  the  demand  with  the 
utmost  contempt. 

Lkarmouth*w8s  formerly  a  considerable  village,  as  appears 
by  the  foundations  of  small  cottages,  and  a  neglected  burial 
ground.  It  had  a  market,  but  at  present  consists  only  of  one 
farm-house.  In  a  marl-pit  near  it,  fourteen  feet  deep,  were 
found  large  stag's  horns,  and  an  oak  paddle,  such  as  the  South- 
sea  islanders  use. 

At  Carham  was  formerly  an  abbey  of  black-canons,  subor- 
dinate to  Kirkham,  in  Yorkshire.  William  Wallace,  whose  en- 
campment  gave  name  to  the  field  adjoining  it,  burnt  it  down  in 
1295.  Its  abbot,  according  to  the  Lincoln  Taxation,  was  al- 
lowed thirteen  pounds  a  year.  The  church  stands  sweetly 
among  fine  trees,  on  the  edge  of  the  Tweed :  but  the  village  Is 
small  and  dirty.  The  English,  under  Sir  John  Lilburne,  were 
severely  defeated  here  in  1370.  There  was  "  a  little  tower  of 
defence  here  against  the  Scots,"  in  Leland's  time.  Carham 
Hall,  the  seat  of  Anthony  Compton,  Esq.  is  a  handsome  mo- 
dern structure,  about  which  great  improvements  haye  been 
made  by  planting.  His  estate  here  was  purchased  by  his 
grandfather  of  the  Forsters.  There  is  a  ruined  chapel,  with  a 
neglected  burial  ground,  at  Mindrum. 


NORHAMSHIRE 

is  the  name  of  a  district,  having  the  same  bounds  as  the  parish 
of  Norhara,  which,  in  1801,  contained  3384  inhabitants. 
Norham  was  anciently  called  Ubbanfbrd.  King  Egfrid  built 
a  church  at  it,  and  honoured  it  with  the  remains  of  Leolwulf,  to 
whom  St.  Bede  dedicated  his  Church  History :  he  was  the  first 
of  our  kings  who  retired  from  a  crown  to  a  monastery.  After 
the  second  descent  of  the  Danes  upon  Lindisfarae,  St. 
Cuthbert'a  body  rested  here  till  the  time  of  King  Ethelred. 

The 
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The  church  had  three  chantries  in  it :  only  the  middle  aisle  of 
it  is  standing.    In  some  old  foundations  at  its  east  end,  a  stone, 
with  curious  inscriptions,  and  the  effigies  of  St.  Peter,  St.  Cuth- 
bert,  and  King  Ceolwulf,  its  patrons,  was  discovered.     The 
castle  stands  on  a  high  rock,  on  the  brink  of  the  Tweed.    It 
was  built  by  Bishop  Frambard,  in  1 121 ;  but  the  Scots,  under 
King  David,  in  1138,  took  and  destroyed  it.    Hugh  Pudsey 
soon  after  rebuilt  it,  particularly  the  great  totver,  which  is  still 
standing :  the  crown  took  it  from  the  see  of  Durham  during 
part  of  his  prelacy.    Kings  John  and  William  had  four  confe- 
rences here :  one  of  them  respecting  a  castle  at  Tweedmoutb, 
which  John  had  twice  attempted  to  build,  but  which  the  Lion 
as  often  destroyed.     Alexander  the  Second,  after  investing  it 
forty  days  with  a  mighty  army,  in  1216,  was  obliged  to  raise 
the  siege.    Edward  the  First  resided  here,  and  held  a  confe- 
rence with  the  nobility  and  clergy  of  Scotland ;  and  afterwards 
called  a  parliament,  in  1291,  on  Uplington  Green,  on  the  op* 
posite  side  of  the  Tweed,  to  settle  his  claim  to  Scotland,  on 
the  death  of  Margaret  of  Norway:   after  this,  John  Baliol 
swore  fealty  to  him  in  this  castle.    It  was  twice  besieged  by 
the  Scots  in  Edward  the  Second's  reign,  and  at  length  taken ; 
but  recovered  in  1322.    In  the  night  of  Edward  the  Third's 
coronation  it  was  unsuccessfully  assaulted,  but  forced  by  storm 
in  the  next  year.    Bishop  Fox  put  it  into  good  repair;  but  it 
suffered  much  in  the  siege  immediately  before  the  battle  of 
Flodden  Field.     In  Henry  the  Eighth's  reign  it  was  again 
taken ;  but  recovered  by  Franklin,  Archdeacon  of  Durham. 

Bishop  Tunstal  repaired  it  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary.  Cam- 
den had  his  information  respecting  it  from  Dr.  George  Charl- 
ton,* who  was  born  here  whilst  his  father  was  keeper  of  the 

Vol.  Xn.  Q  castle. 

*  He  was  educated  by  Bernard  Gilpin,  whose  life  he  wrote ;  admitted 
of  St  Edmund's  Hall,  Oxford,  in  1.576 ;  one  of  the  four  English  divines 
•art  to  the  council  of  Dort ;  Bishop  of  Landaff,  in  1618 ;  and  Bishop  of 
Chtchester,  in  1619,  where  he  died  in  16*6.  He  wrote  abo,  A  Thankful 
Remembrance  of  Gods  Mercy,  and  A  Confutation  of  Judical  Astrology. 
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castle.    "  It  is  fortified,"  says  he,   "  with  a  ditch.    On  the 
outer  wall,  which  is  of  great  compass,  were  many  little  towers 
in  the  angle  next  the  river ;  within,  js  another  circular  wall, 
much  stronger,    in  the  centre  whereof  rises  a  loftieF  tower: 
but  the  established  peace  of  our  age:  long  suffered  this  castle, 
though  on  the  border,  to  run  to  decay."     "  It  is,"  says  Sir 
Ralph  Sadler,  "  the  most  convenient  place  of  service  for  the 
warden  of  theste  march  to  lye  at,  having  thereunto  annexet  all 
that  the  nolle  revennewes  perteyninge,  and  belonging  to  the 
saide  castell,  withein  Elande  Shire  and  Norhume  Shire,  as  they 
came  to  the  handes  of  the  late  Bishoppe  of  Duresme  with  the 
yerely  fee  of  one  pounde  by  the  yere."     After  Bishop  Barnes 
alienated  it  from  his  see,  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  it,  with  all 
the  ty thes  and  demesnes,  to  the  Earl  of  Monmouth,  who  sold 
them  for  60001.  and  the  furniture  of  the  castle  for  800L  to 
George  Hume,  Earl  of  Dunbar.     The  Fenwicks  of  Lemington% 
a  seat  near  Whittingham,  sold  the  castle  to  Mr.  Alder,  who 
demolished  the  outworks,  and  then  demised  k  to  Sir  Francis 
Blake,  Bart.      The  manor  belongs  to  Sir  Carnaby  Hagger- 
stone. 

Twizell  Castle,  a  seat  of  Sir  Francis  Blake,  is  best 
viewed  from  the  bridge.  It  has  been  near  forty  years  in  build- 
ing, and  has  no  floors  laid  yet.  Though  at  present  it  is  five 
stories  high,  it  is  intended  to  be  fifteen  feet  higher,  and  to  be 
finished  with  fifteen-feet  turrets  at  the  corners.  The  Till  runs 
in  front  of  it,  under  a  bold  rock,  which  is  finely  fringed  with 
wood,  and  adds  much  to  the  interest  of  the  castle.  This  place 
was  held  in  soccage  tenure  of  the  Mitford  barons  by  Alicia  de 
Merley,  in  1272:  in  1329,  it  belonged  to  Sir  William  Riddell ; 
and  was  afterwards  for  several  descents  in  the  Selby  family,  a 
lady  of  which,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  built  the  bridge  heret 
which  is  nearly  semi-circular,  ninety  feet  and  a  half  in  span,  and 
forty-six  feet  high  from  the  battlement :  below  it  h  a  fine  pe- 
trifying fountain;  and  farther  down,  the  ruins  of  Titmoutk 
Chapel,  where  was  till  lately  "  a  stone  boat  of  as  fine  a  shape 

as 
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as  a  boat  of  wood.  St.  Cuthbert  is  reported  to  bave  sailed  in 
it  down  the  Tweed,  from  Melross  to  this  chapel.  It  is  ten  feet 
long  within,  three  feet  and  a  half  in  diameter,  eighteen  inches 
deep,  and  four  inches  and  a  half  thick."*  "  The  vicar  of 
Tillemouth,"  says  Leland,  "  did  write  an  historie,  thus  inti- 
tuled, Hisioria  Arirea,  wherein  is  much  to  be  seene  of  Kinge- 
William  Conqueror's  cuming  yn  to  England."  Tillmouth 
House  is  also  a  seat  of  Sir  Francis  Blake.  It  contains  an  ex- 
cellent collection  of  pictures.  It  belonged  to  Jurdan  Riddell 
in  1272;  and  afterwards  to  the  Claverings,  for  many  genera- 
tions. Near  TiUmouth  Cross  is  a  square  camp,  called  Holy 
Chesters. 

Heton,  in  Edward  the  First's  reign,  belonged  to  William 
de  Eton ;  and,  m  the  next  reign,  to  Sir  Thomas  Grey,  captain 
of  Norham  Castle.  Sir  John  Grey,  of  Eyton,  in  1420,  was 
graced  with  the  order  of  St.  George,  or  the  Garter  ;f  and 
from  him  the  estate  descended  to  the  present  Earl  of  Tanker- 
ville.  The  castle  was  a  strong  and  beautiful  structure,  nearly 
square.  At  the  south-west  corner  was  the  Lion's  court  and 
tower;  and  on  the  north  side,  a  vault,  in  which  100  horse 
might  stand.  The  great  Scotch  army,  in  1513,  besieged  it  in 
vain.    It  is  now  quite  in  ruins. 

Cornhill  is  a  small  village,  with  a  good  inn,  and  an  old 
scat  of  the  Coilmgwoods,  of  Lilburne.  In  1549,  the  Scott 
took  a  strong  old  house,  called  the  Castle  of  Cornhill.  On  the 
brink  of  the  Tweed,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  bridge,  are 
traces  of  a  fort,  trenched  round,  and  called  Castle  Stone-Nick. 
In  1751,  in  pulling  down  the  chapel,  was  found  a  stone  coffin, 
about  eight  feet  long,  in  which  were  two  urns,  of  coarse  pot* 
tery,  and  the  shank-bones  and  scull  of  a  person  of  great  size. 
In  a  wood,  a  little  south  of  Cornhill,  is  a  fine  mineral  spring, 
formerly  much  resorted  to ;  and  in  the  fields  beyond  it,  on  each 
side  of  the  Kelso  road,  are  a  series  of  works,  consisting  of  ter- 
xaces,  conical  hills,  and  basins  of  water,  which  are  altogether 
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so  destitute  of  every  thing  like  military  strength,  and  so  finely 
executed,  as  to  make  us  believe  they  have  been  of  an  agricul- 
tural nature ;  perhaps  the  gardens  of  some  peaceful  monarch,  in 
an  obscure  period  of  the  history  of  our  country.  Their.east  end 
extends  to  the  medicinal  spring,  which  was  probably  once  connect* 
ed  with  them.  Josephus  intimates,  that  much  of  the  husbandry 
of  the  Jews  was  of  this  nature.  The  terraces  near  Branxton, 
mentioned  by  Pennant,  are  perhaps  of  a  similar  kind. 


ISLANDSHIRE. 

Opposite  to  the  mouth  of  the  brook  Lindis,  lies  Lindis- 
tarne,  called  by  the  Britains,  Inis  Medieante,  and  by  the 
English,  Holy  Island,  from  being  the  residence  of  several  of 
the  fathers  of  the  Saxon  church.  Fahren,  in  Celtic,  means 
a  recess.  King  Oswald,  in  635,  made  it  a  bishop's  see ;  and 
Aiden,  a  Scotchman,  its  first  prelate.  The  church  was  en- 
larged in  652;  but,  "  more  Scottorum,"  only  made  of  timber, 
and  thatched.  Eadberct,  who  was  bishop  about  ten  years,  and 
died  in  698,  took  off  the  thatch,  and  covered  all  the  roof  and 
walls  with  sheets  of  lead.  In  793,  the  Danes  made  their  first 
descent  here ;  and  their  second,  in  875,  in  the  episcopacy  of 
Eardulf,  the  seventeenth,  and  last  of  its  bishops.  Dreading  the 
visits*  of  these  pagan  barbarians,  Eardulf,  with  Eadred,  the 
abbot  of  the  monastery,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  island,  took 
up  the  body  of  St.  Cuthbert,  and  the  most  valuable  of  their 
relics  and  sacred  utensils,  and  left  it  to  the  fury  of  the  in* 
vaders.  After  wandering  about  from  one  hiding-place  to  an- 
other, for  the  space  of  seven  years,  they  at  last  settled  at 
Chester-le-Street,  where  eight  bishops  presided,  before  the 
final  removal  of  the  see  to  Durham. 

"  St.  Cuthbert,  who  from  a  poor  shepherd  became  monk  ef 
Melros  fifteen  years,  was  prior  here  twelve  more,  when  he  re- 
tired to  the  Fame  Island;  from  whence  he  was  called  to  this 
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winch  lie  only  held  two  years,  and  returned  to  his  retire 
■aent ;  where  he  died,  and  was  buried  at  the  east  end  of  his 
oratory,  where  his  stone  coffin  is  still  shewn*  His  body  was 
found  fresh  eleven  years  after  his  death/9*  St.  Bede  wrote 
hi*  life,  both  in  prose  and  verse.  His  legend  is  long,  and  un- 
commonly rich  in  the  marvellous :  a  very  curious  manuscript 
copy  of  it  is  in  the  possession  of  John  Thompson,  Esq.  of 
Northumberland  Street,  Newcastle. 

"  The  monastery  here,  occasionally  mentioned,  of  Aidan's 
foundation,  was  under  the  government  of  the  bishops.  The 
abbot  and  monks  were  the  cathedral  clergy.  The  cathedral, 
and  the  neighbouring  village  of  Fenham  and  church  of  Nor- 
ham,  with  other  possessions,  were  given  by  William  de  Cari- 
tepho,  to  the  monastery  of  Durham ;  to  which  the  cell  of  Be- 
nedictine monks,  at  this  place,  was  then  made  subordinate: 
its  annual  revenues,  in  1534,  are  valued  by  Dugdale  at 
48L  18a.  lid.  and  by  Speed  at  601.  5s.  In  1541,  they  were 
granted  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Durham,  in  whose  posses- 
sion they  now  are." 

The  church  of  the  monastery  is  in  ruins.  Its  north  and  south 
wall  is  standing,  though  much  out  of  perpendicular ;  great  part 
of  the  west  remains,  but  the  east  is  fallen.  All  the  arches  are 
circular,  except  two  in  the  chancel,  and  one  in  the  north  aisle ; 
but  these,  as  well  as  a  pointed  arch  over  the  north  aisle,  built 
underneath  with  a  semi-circular  arch,  seem  to  be  more  modem 
than  the  rest.  All  the  roof,  both  of  the  church  and  chancel, 
has  been  arched.  The  columns  of  the  nave  are  of  four  sorts, 
twelve  feet  high,  and  five  feet  in  diameter,  massy,  and  richer 
than  those  of  Durham ;  the  bases  and  capitals  plain.  Over  each 
arch  are  large  windows,  in  pairs,  separated  by  a  short  column ; 
and  over  these  are  smaller  arches.  One  of  the  diagonal  ribs  of 
the  arch,  that  supported  the  tower,  is  still  standing,  richly 
wrought  with  Saxon  zigzag ;  as  is  also  the  western  door,  and 
several  other  arches.    The  length  of  the  body  is  188  feet,  its 

breadth 

•  Gougfe  Camd.  IIL  745. 
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breadth  eighteen  feet,  and,  with  the  two  aisles,  thirty-six  feet ; 
but  it  may  be  doubted  whether  there  ever  was  a  transept.  Its 
stones  appear  red  with  fire,  and,  on  the  south  side  of  the  chan- 
cel, are  eaten  by  the  weather  into  the  semblance  of  honey- 
comb. Mr.  Selby,  to  whom  it  belongs,  has  lately  repaired  the 
weakest  parts  of  the  walls.  On  the  south  side  of  it,  are  the 
remains  of  the  priory  and  offices ;  the  inside  of  their  walls,  built 
of  whinstone,  obtained  from  the  rock,  which  forms  a  high  na- 
tural pier  on  the  south  side  of  the  island.  West  of  it  is  the 
parish  church,  a  plain,  but  spacious  Gothic  edifice ;  its  arches; 
on  one  side,  semi-circular ;  on  the  other  pointed ;  the  windows 
long  and  narrow ;  and  the  chancel  walls  of  polished  freestone, 
whitewashed.*  East  of  the  ruins  is  the  pedestal  of  St.  Cuth- 
bert's  Cross,  anciently  held  in  high  veneration  ;  and  at  present 
called  the  Pelting-stone;  marriages  are  thought  unfortunate, when 
a  new-made  bride,  on  attempting,  cannot  step  the  length  of  it* 
The  entrochi  found  here,  are  called  St.  Cuthbert's  beads ;  and 
said  to  be  made  by  him  in  the  night. 

The  island  is  two  miles  from  the  main  land,  and,  as  in  Bede's 
time,  accessible  to  all  kinds  of  conveyance  at  low  water,  though 
the  sands  are  dangerous  to  persons  not  acquainted  with  them. 
It  is  nine  miles  round,  and  contains  1,020  acres,  nearly  half  of 
which  is  sand  banks  :  on  the  north-east  a  spit  of  land  runs  out 
a  mile  long,  and  in  places  not  more  than  sixty  yards  broad, 
where  the  tide  may  be  seen  ebbing  on  the  east  and  flowing  on 
the  west :  in  Camden's  time,  this  part,  as  it  is  now,  was  left  to 
rabbits.  The  soil  is  rich ;  but,  before  the  inclosure  of  the 
common,  in  1792,  only  forty  acres  of  it  was  in  tillage,  and 
that  subject  to  intercommonage  as  soon  as  the  crops  were 
reaped.  The  rental  of  the  whole  island  was,  in  1790,  32(8.; 
mi  1797,  9261.  Between  the  tpwn  and  the  castle  there  is  a 
small  harbour.  The  town  is  on  the  west  side,  and,  in  1798, 
contained  379  persons,  most  of  whom  are  employed  in  fishing, 
it  has  formerly  been  much  larger,  as  the  names  and  ruins  of 
several  streets  testify.      The  castle  is  mentioned  by  Camden. 

It 


NORTHUMBERLAND.  231 

It  stands  upor*  a  lofty  whinstone  rock,  on  the  south-east  corner. 
\a  1544,  his  majesty  expressed  his  pleasure  "  with  the  repays 
ing  of  the  Uocke  house  in  the  Holy  Island."*  William  Reede 
was  captain  of  this  and  the  Fame  Island,  in  1559;  the  monthly 
expence  of  the  garrisons  of  which,  at  that  time,  was  281.  4s.  8d.f 
Parliament  garrisoned  it  as  a  "  place  of  consequence  to  the 
northern  parts,"  in  1646;  and,  in  1715,  one  Lancelot  Erring- 
ton,  in  a  romantic  manner,  seized  it  for  the  Pretender.  A 
garrison,  from  Berwick,  is  kept  in  it  at  present. 

The  parish  of  Holy  Island  is  also  called  Islandshire  ;  it 
contains  the  chapelries  of  Kyioe,  Lowick,  Ancooft,  and  Tweed- 
mouth  ;  and,  in  all  civil  matters,  is  included  in  the  county  of 
Durham.  "  At  Kiley,  primis  annis  Henrici  viii.  not  far  from 
Norham,  in  the  lordship  of  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  was  found, 
betwixt  two  stones,  bokels  of  an  arming  girdle,  typpe  and 
barres  of  the  same,  of  pure  gold;  a  pornel,„and  crosse,  for  a 
sword  of  gold;  bokels  and  typps  of  gold,  for  spurs.  D.  Ru- 
thaJl  had  some  of  them."  % 

Haggerston,  is  the  seat  of  Sir  Carnaby  Haggerston,  Bart, 
and  of  his  ancestors,  since  the  time  of  Edward  the  First.} 
Thomas,  who  was  a  colonel  in  the  Northumberland  regiment, 
in  the  civil  wars,  was  created  a  baronet  in  1643.  The  mansion 
house  stands  in  a  thick  grove :  the  oldest  part  is  a  t&uoer,  to 
which  two  additions  have  been  made,  and  in  which  Edward  the 
Second  received  the  homage  of  Thomas,  Earl  of  Lancaster, 
for  the  earldom  of  Lincoln,  in  1311.  Hard  by  are  ruins  of  an 
old  Chapel. 

Twbedmoutii  is  a  considerable  village,  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Tweed,  opposite  to  Berwick.     It  has  a  chapel  belonging  to 
the  establishment,    and  a  Presbyterian  meeting-house.      All 
traces  of  the  castle  King  John  attempted  to  build  here,  are  obli- 
terated. 
•  Lodge's  Illiut.  of  Brit.  Hist.  V.  I.  p.  50. 

t  Sadler's  St.  Papers,  Vol.  I.  p.  6. 
%  Lei.  Til.  71.  §  Tost,  de  Nev.  p.  0\i. 
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terated.  In  1275,  several  monks,  bishops,  and  barons,  met  a 
deputation  of  the  Scotch  nobiKty  here,  respecting  certain  En- 
croachments complained  of  by  the  Bishop  of  Durham.  The 
hospital,  which  stood  here,  gave  name  to  Spittal,  8  village 
detached  from  Tweedmouth,  but  in  the  same  township;  the 
population  of  which,  in  1801,  amounted  to  3,458  persons. 
Near  the  Spittal  is  a  fine  mineral  spring,  of  the  chalybeate  kind. 


BERWICK  UPON  TWEED. 

Hector  Boethius  relates  an  improbable  tale  about  Donald 
King  of  Scotland,  being  taken  prisoner  here  by  the  Saxons ;  and 
makes  this  the  landing  place  of  the  Danes,  under  Hubba,  in 
867.*  King  Edgar  gave  it,  with  Coldingham,  to  the  church 
of  Durham ;  but  Bishop  Flambard  forfeited  it :  so  says  Hol- 
lingshead ;  but  its  name  does  not  occur  in  Edgar's  charters,  f 
In  Alexander's  reign  it  had  a  church,  and  was  one  of  the  Jour 
boroughs  for  holding  courts  of  trade,  in  David's  time.  With 
the  adjacent  country,  it  was  laid  in  ashes,  in  1173;  and,  in  the 
following  year,  Earl  Duncan  rekindled  its  embers,  and  butch- 
ered its  inhabitants.  Henry  the  Second  received  its  castle 
as  part  of  the  pledge  for  the  ransom  of  King  William,  and 
strengthened  its  fortifications ;  £  but  Richard  the  First  restored 
it.  King  John,  and  his  Rutars,  ravaged  it  horribly,  with  fire 
and  sword.  Edward  the  First,  in  1201,  held  a  convention  of 
the  states  of  England  and  Scotland  here,  respecting  the  claim 
to  the  Scottish  crown ;  and,  in  the  following  year,  in  the  great 
hall  of  the  castle,  decided  in  Baliol's  favour ;  but  that  prince 
breaking  his  oath,  Berwick  became  an  object  of  Edward's  ven- 
geance,  and  was  most  unmercifully  sacked.     In   1296,   the 

English 

*  Lib.  10.  t  Smith's  Bcde,  p.  760. 

t  Bromton,  1089,  1167.    In  Yroag.  Hist.  534.  Diccto,  584.    M.  Pam 
•ays  Henry  obtained  it  in  pcrpetuum  ponidenda. 


JEnglieh  king,  says  Knighton,  fortified  it  with  a  wall  and  a  fogs, 
and  in  the  same  year  received  the  homage  of  the  scotch  nobi* 
hty  here,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  August,  before  an  English 
parliament.  The  town,  in  1297,  was  taken  by  Sir  William 
Wallace,  through  neglect  of  Cressingbam,  its  governor.;  but  the 
castle  held  out,  and  after  a  long  assault,  was  relieved  by  a 
large  army  of  horse :  Wallace  about  eight  years  after  this  was 
betrayed,  and  half  of  his  body  exposed  upon  Berwick-bridge* 
The  Countess  of  Buchan,  for  crowding  Robert  Bruce  at  Scone, 
was  shut  upbore  in  a  wooden  cage,  in  the  sbape  of  a  crowo, 
and  ordered  to  be  attended  by  two  English  women :  she  lived 
jp  it  six-  years,  and  was  then  released,  .  Edward  the  Second 
pod  bJ8<queen  wintered  at  Berwick*  in  1310;  and  two  years  afor* 
Bobfrt  Bruce  made  an  unfortunate  attempt  to  obtain  it  by  a 
fcalade  in  the  nig^t  The  English  King  .assembled  hi*  .army 
here  before  the  battle  of  Bannockburn-;  and,  three  days  after 
it,  issued  a  proclamation  -from  hence  respecting*  ^is  privy  #eaj» 
which  had  been  lost  in  that,  sanguinary  conflict*  .  Peter  Spalding 
betrayed  this  place  iofp  ,.the  baqd*  of  Robert  Bruce  in.  1318  : 
many  attempts  were  made  to  mover  ,it*  which  was  not  effected 
till  the  day  after  the  battle  of  JHalledon-Hitt  in  1333.  Edward 
the  Third  was  here  in  1335 ;  with  a  great  army,  in  1340 ;  and 
the  j#ar  after,  at  Easter,  held  a  tournament ;  but,  in  his  absence 
k  France,  in  November  1353,  the  Scots  surprised  and  took 
the  town:  the  castle,  under  the  renowned.  Sir  John  Copeland* 
held  out  till  Edward,  on  the  14th  of  February  following,  arrived 
Voi..  Xlf.  Q*  with 

*  Berwick,  or  Bejipic,  in  Doomsday-book*  and  in  the  old  language  of  our 
country,  has  nearly  the  tame  signi6cation,  as  grange,  granary,  and  barn, 
meaning  .•  place  for  laying  op  the  produce  of  a  farm  during  winter.  Btre, 
to  tab  day  is  a  provincial  same  of  barley,  the  liquor  of  which  is  called  fee* 
Iagnlphat  says,  that  Berwick  is  equivalent  to  mew.  Home  dative  it  from  the 
Celtic  word  mbc,  water ;  others  from  Brwfcm,  as  if  it  had  beeri  a  priacipai 
town  of  that  kingdom  ;  and  others  from  bar*,  at  descriptive  of  the  nakedness 
•f  in  sitaation.    Wic  it  the  tame  as  Fic-ns,  dwelling,  town,  or  village. 
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with  a  great  army,  and  forced  the  Scotch  to  capitulate.    Seven 
Scotchmen,  ra  1377,  surprised  the  castle,  and  held  it  eight 
days  against   7000  archers  and  3000  cavalry.     The  deputy 
governor,  uuder  the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  betrayed  it  into 
the  enemy's  hands  in  1384  ;  but  the  eail  by  menaces  and  bribery 
soon   after    recovered  it:    this  high   spirited  lord,   however, 
through  the  solicitation  of  his  uncle  the  Earl  of  Worcester,  en* 
gaging  in  the  rebellion  against  Henry  the  Fourth,  in  1406,  em- 
ployed this,  amongst  other  fortresses,  against  the  king  ;   but  a 
cannon-shot,*  the  first  that  was  ever  fired  in  England,  so  alarmed 
the  garrison,  that  it  immediately  surrendered.    An  unsuccessful 
attempt  was  made  to  reduce  it  in  1429  ;  but,  after  the  battle 
of  Tow  ton,  in  1459,  it  was  again  in  the  bands  of  the  Scots, 
who  strengthened  its  walls  at  great  expenee,  and  held  it  till 
1489,  when  it  again  came  into  possession  of  the  English,  in 
whose  hands  it  has  ever  since  continued.    "  From  that  time,19 
says  Camden,  "  the  kings  of  England  have  continually  added 
works  to  it,  particularly  queen  Elizabeth,  who  lately,  to  ths> 
terror  of  the  enemy,   and  security  of  the  townspeople,  con* 
tractqd    the    circuit  of   the  walls,    drawing  within  the    old 
ones  a  very  high  wall,  well  built  of  strong  stone,  surround* 
ed  by  a  deep  ditch,    a  regular  rampart,   redoubt,    counter- 
scarps, and  covered  ways,  so  that  the  form  and  strength  of  tbo 
fortifications  are  sufficient  to  discourage  all  hopes  of  carrying  it 
by  assault,  not  to  mention  the  bravery  of  toe  garrison,  and  the 
stores  in  the  place  which  exceed  belief."    In  1559  the  garrison 
consisted  of  only  2000  men,  which,  according  to  Lord  Trea- 
surer Cecil's  opinion,  should  be  increased  to  3  or  4000  more  ; 

*•  and*. 

*  Walsingham  and  Speed  relate  that  bit  shot  was  of  a  large  site,  and  da* 
mlisbed  great  part  of  a  tower.  In  the  spring  of  1811,  a  ball  of  east  iros*, 
weighing  aiacsy-ft*  pounds,  was  found  in  a  part  of  the  rains  of  the  castle*  which 
answers  well  to  Walsingham's  account.  It  had  penetrated  the  castle  wall 
•boot  three  yards,  at  a  place  where  it  was  flanked  with  a  tower,  which  of  coarsw 
most  have  been  first  penetrated,  and  of  which  there  are  soflkient  remains  to 
ascertain  this  fact. 
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u  and,  if  it  should  come  to  a  siege,  10,000  w  ill  scantly  suffice/* 
Accordingly  we  find  orders  for  sending  2000  additional  men 
tbither  in  November  1559;  aod>  a  month  after,  for  2000 
more*.  From  the  year  176 1  to  1770  the  walls  were  almost 
intirely  rebuilt  in  many  parts,  particularly  the  quay- walls  and 
gates,  together  with  the  saluting  battery  :  they  were  completely 
finished  in  1786.  t  A  modern  writer  on  the  fortifications  says : 
"  Berwick  was  regularly  fortified  in  the  old  Spanish  and  Italian 
style,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  and  has  five  demi-ri vetted 
bastions  with  doable  retired  flanks,  casemates,  and  cavaliers ; 
but  the  ditch  is  very  shallow,  and  has  never  been  rivetted, 
or  the  counterfort  is  now  ruined  and  obliterated.  The  ruins  of 
the  ancient  Scots  fortifications  are  still  observable.  But  in  the 
present  art  of  war,  no  fortifications  around  this  place  could 
ever  be  important,  as  it  is  every  where  closely  surrounded  by 
commanding  eminences;  and  hollow  ways  reach  almost  up  to 
the  walk  forming  natural  approaches."  J 

The  Governor  of  Berwick  has  an  annual  salary  of  5861. 
7s.  Id.  His  house  makes  the  north  east  side  of  an  imperfect 
square  called  the  Palace.  The  barracks  measure  217  by  121 
feet  in  the  inside ;  and  contain  24  roorn*  for  officers,  and  72 
rooms  adapted  to  hold  567  privates. 

The  Church  of  this  town  is  a  peculiar  of  the  dean  and 
chapter  of  Durham.  It  stands  on  tbe  north  side  of  a  fine  area 
called  the  parade.  Joan,  sister  of  Edward  III.  was  married 
here,  in  }328,  to  David,  son  of  King  Robert  Bruce.  In  1 6*1, 
tbe  corporation  procured  a  brief  to  collect  money  for  rebuilding 
it :  tbe  work  was  commenced  in  1(>42  and  was  finished  in  lo*529 
under  the  direction  of  Colonel  George  penwick  of  Brinkburne. 
It  cost  14001.  According  to  tbe  fashion  of  the  times,  in  which  it 
was  built,  it  has  no  steeple.  It  is  ninety  feet  eight  inches  long,  and 

♦Q  2  fifty* 

•  Std.St  Pap.i.  389,  601,  638. 
t  Poller's  Berwick,  p.  555. 
$  Ediob.  Eocyclop* 


fifty-two  feet  six  u*h*s  broad,  and  cobntB  of  three  ablet,  tod 
several  galleries,  all  handsomely  pawed :  the  external  architec- 
ture, though  belonging  to  'ho  definite.'oftfef}  is  extremely  pteaeinfe 
and  approaches  nearly  to  elegant  The  Mercers  iCoropaii^ 
in  London,  founded  a  lectureship  here,  as  at  rfotfatttntf  <  '•  -  *  . 

The  Religious  Houset  hcv&  tiever  made  any  remarkable  figut*. 
David  the  First,  kfog  «>  9<*>tland>  founded  in  Berwick,  a  cod- 
vent  for  Ctstertian  touks  ;   and  Robert  the   Third,    in   139^, 
granted   its  revenues  to  Dryburgh  Abbey.      The  convent  4t 
*  Carmelites  originated  in  the  munificence  of  Sir  John  Grey,   in 
1270;  they  officiated  in  the  King's  Chapel  in  the  castle.    The 
Scotch  king,  in  1230,  brought  hither  a  convent  of  D&hbiiaMs, 
which  Edward  ^the  Third  removed;    The  Trvtitariaks  are"  *ai0, 
by  Leland,  to  nave  been  dissolved  by  Bishop  Beck: ;  but  idea- 
tion occurs  of  their  house,  in  1327,  as  founded  "  pro  mrolstfb 
et  fratribu8  sancts  Triuitatis  pontii  Berwici."    Hie  FrancUcans 
also  had  a    house,   here,   to  which    Edward  the    Third,    ra 
1338,  confirmed  a  grant  of  twenty  mark*  a  year;    and,  be- 
tween the  sea  and  the  town,  m  Maudlin- field,  stood  the  hospital 
and  free  chapel  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  mentioned  in  the  escheats 
for  Northumberland,  in  1366:  it  had  a  hospital  or  hermitage 
belonging  to  it,  at  a  place  called  Segeden.  1 

Queen  Elizabeth  founder}  2.  Free-School  here,  and  placed  it 
under  the  patronage  of  tfle  Guild.  A-  charity-school  was  built 
in  1725,  in  which  twenty  Ko^s  arid*  six  •  girls  are  cloathed  and 
educated.  The  CorpoMtiOn  also  lately  erected  a  spacious 
building,  consisting  of  offices  and  five  School-toonis :.  one  for 
mathematics,  another  for  writing,  and  the  rest  for  reading.  • 

The  Bridge  of  Berwick  was  swept  away  by  a  fioott-in  ll^** 
concerning  which  Leland  says,  "  it  brake  with  great  force  of 
water,  by  cause  the  arches  were  to  low;  and  after  »Uie  tnawfeg 
6f  it,  as  it  was  then,  it  dorid  scars  IX  yeres."  It  was  re-edified 
of  wood,  of  which  material  it  consisted  till  the  time  of  James 

the 

•  Horedon,  p.  796. 


•VORTOTHBClLAVw,  $3f 

the  (list,  who  commenced  the  present  elegant  structure  of 
•tone.  It  has  fifteen  arches;  its  whole  length  being  388  yards* 
mod  its  breadth  seventeen  feeu  It  was  twenty-four  years,  font 
months,  and  four  days  in  huiUing,  and  finished  j*n.  the,  twenty, 
fourth  of  October,  l6*k  It  wa**«iilt  by  <M*.  *#m»  Buprel 
end  Lancelot  Braaxtoo,  and  cost*  government  thh*  s«ri<'  of 
t4^60l.  Is.  6d.  The  10,000).  paid  to  the  crown  for  confirma- 
tion of  the  will  of  Thomas  Sutton,  founder  of  tbe*<Shartef>- 
House,  was  also  applied  towards  ^rebuilding  this  edifice. 

The  Torn  Hall  was  built  by  Joseph  Dodd,  architect,  in  17*** 
On  its  ground  floor^cki  the  east  aide,  is  a  piazza,  called  the 
Exchange ;  and  opposite  it,  are  cells  for  criminals,  and  shops.  The 
second*  Joor  consists  of  two  spactotfe  halls  and  other  apartments. 
The  outer  ball  measures  sixty  feet  by  thirty-one,  and  is  used  fdr 
holding  courts  and  guilds.  The  inner  hail '  is  47  feet  long  and 
23  feet  broad,  and  occasionally  occupied-  at  assemblies  and 
public  entertainments.  The  upper  story  is  the  common  gaol  of 
•the  town.  The  rdof  is  covered*  with*  slate  and  lead,  and  the 
whole  edifice  elegantly  finished  by'av  turret  150  feet  high,  and 
containing  eight  musical  bells. 

Cobto  a  ATI  on. —Berwick  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the 
original  four  Scotch  burghs.  Its  first  charter  was  granted  by 
Edward  the  First,  who  required  its  Mayor  to  be  sworn  before 
his  Chancellor,  Treasurer,  and  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  of 
Scotland.*  the  seal  of  the  corporation  is  abear  standing  upon  , 
a  tree,  with  this  inscription  :j5igil!qm  dmi  Henrici  .dei  gri. 
reg.  Anglras  et  France  «V  dmi  "Hibernisfe  de  terra  sua  ultra 
tttedm.  The  corporation  were  first  summoned  to  send  mem- 
bers to  parliament  in  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Edward 
'the  Fourth,  from  which  time,  to  the  first  of  Edward  the  Sixth* 
•the  returns  are  all  lost,  except  au  imperfect  bundle  of  the  thirty- 
third  of  Henry  the  Eighth.    The  last  charter  of  this  town  w*s 
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granted  by  James  the  Fim  aod  sanctioned  by  parliament  in  the 
first  year  of  bis  reign.  The  present  corporation  consists  of  a 
mayor,  recorder,  town  clerk,  and  four  bailiffs ;  and  also  of  a 
coroner,  four  Serjeants  at  mace,  and  a  water-bailiff.  The  mayor 
is  also  escheator  in  the  borough,  clerk  of  the  market,  and  a 
justice  of  the  peace;  the  other  justices  of  the  town  being  the 
recorder,  and  such  resident  burgesses  as  have  sustained  the 
office  of  mayor.  They  are  lords  of  the  manor  of  Tweedmouth, 
where  they  hold  a  court-leet  and  court-baron  twice  a  year. 
Their  revenues,  which  arise  from  duties  taken  at  the  quay  and 
gates,  from  ballast-quay  dues,  and  other  sources,  seldom  exceed 
7000).  a-year. 

The  population  of  this  town,  in  1801,  amounted  to  7187* 
Its  charter  secures  tbe  right  of  weekly  markets  on  Wednesdays 
and  Saturdays,  the  latter  of  which  is  well  supplied.  Its  fair  is 
on  tbe  Friday  in  Trinity  week. 

Exclusive  of  the  trade  in  Salmon,  great  quantities  of  corn 
and  eggs  are  exported  here  for  London.  The  foreign  commerce* 
even  in  the  best  of  times,,  was  never  extensive,  not  more  than 
4145  tons  of  skipping,  having  annually  delivered  cargoes  here 
oa  as  average  of  four  years,  ending  in  1794.  In  1800  tbe  port 
bad  belonging  to  it  61  vessels,  equal  to  5,399  tons.  The  bar- 
boor,  in  several  places,  abounds  with  low,  dangerous  rocks  : 
at  ks  mouth*  a  noble  pier  is  at  present  constructing  on  the  site 
of  an  old  one,  built  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  but  long  since  de- 
stroyed* 

Tbe  most  remarkable  objects  of  antiquity  this  town  at  pre- 
sent affords,  are  the  extensive  ruins  of  the  Castle,  once  a  place 
of  high  importance,  but  now  almost  levelled  with  the  ground ; 
and,  about  400  yards  north  of  it,  a  pentagonal  tower,  called  the 
Me&  Tower,  having  its  name  from  containing  a  bell,  which  was 
lung  at  the  approach  of  an  enemy. 

In  digging  a  cellar  on  Hidehill,  in  1770,  the  day  was  found 
intimately  mixed  with  quicksilver :  a  piece  of  it  the  site  of  an 
egg,  produced  a  tea-spoonful.    The  place  where  it  was  found  is 

6  much 
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much  built  upon,  a  circumstance  which  has  prevented  farther 
search. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  subjoin  here  the  account  formerly- 
given  of  the  borderers,  who  live  round  about  this  place,  by 
JEneas  Sylvius,  afterwards  Pope  Pius  II.  who  lived  in  Scotland 
a  private  legate  about  1 148,  in  his  life,  written  by  himself,  and 
published  under  another's  name,*  as  they  are  not  at  all  altered. 
4  There  is  a  river/  (the  Tweed)  *  which,  spreading  itself  from 
a  high  mountain,  parts  the  two  kingdoms.  jEneas  having 
crossed  this  in  a  boat,  and  arriving  about  sun-set  at  a  large 
village,  went  to  the  house  of  a  peasant,  and  there  supped  with 
the  priest  of  the  place,  and  his  host.  The  table  was  plentifully 
spread  with  large  quantities  of  pulse,  poultry,  and  geese,  but 
neither  wine  nor  bread  was  to  be  found  there,  and  all  the  peo- 
ple of  the  town,  hoth  men  and  women,  flocked  about  him  as  to 
some  new  sight,  and,  as  we  gaxe  at  negroes  or  Indians,  so  did 
they  stare  at  jEneas,  asking  the  priest  where  he  came  from, 
what  he  came  about,  and  whether  he  was  a  Christian.  jEoeas, 
understanding  the  difficulties  he  must  expect  on  this  journey, 
had  taken  care  to  provide  himself  at  a  certain  monastery  with 
some  loaves,  and  a  measure  of  red  wine,  at  sight  of  which, 
tbey  were  seised  with  greater  astonishment,  having  never  seen 
wine  or  white  bread.  Women  with  child  came  up  to  the  table 
with  their  husbands,  and,  after  handling  the  bread  and  smelling 
at  the  wine,  begged  some  of  each,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to 
avoid  distributing  the  whole  among  them.  The  supper  lasting 
till  the  second  hour  of  the  night,  the  priest  and  host,  with  all 
the  men  and  children,  made  the  best  of  their  way  off,  and  left 
Aaeas*  They  said  they  were  going  to  a  tower  a  great  way  off 
for  fear  of  the  Scots,  who,  when  the  tide  was  out,  would  come 
over  the  river  and  plunder ;  nor  could  they,  with  all  his  en- 
treaties, by  any  means  be  prevailed  on  to  take  jEneas  with 
them,  nor  any  of  the  women,  though  many  of  them  were  youpg 
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and  handsome;  for  they  think  them  in  no  danger  from  an  enemy, 
not  considering  violence  offered  to  women  as  any  harm.  Mnta»f 
tfcpefore,  remained  alone  ufith  them*  with  two  servants,  am)  a 
guide,  and  100  women,  wbomade  a  circle  round  the  fire,,  and 
sat  the  rest  of  the  night  without  sleeping*  dressing  hemp  and 
chatting  with  the  interpreter  ^ight  was.  now  far  advanced, 
when  a  great  noise  was  heard  by  the  barking  of  dogs,  and  scream- 
ing of  the  gqpse,  all  the  womeu  made  ithe  best  of  their  way  off, 
the  guide  getting  away  with  the  rest,  and  there  was  as  much 
confusion*  as  if  the  enemy  was  at  hand.  JEneas  thought  it 
•ore  prudent  to  wait  the  event  in  his  bed-room  (which  hap- 
pened to  be  a  stable)  apprehending  if  he  went  out  he  might 
saistakehis  way,  and  be  robbed  by  the  first  he  met.  And  soon 
after  the  wosnen  came  back  with  the  interpreter,  and  reported 
there  was  no  danger ;  for  it  was  a  party  of  friends  and  not  of 
enemies  that  were  come**" 

*  Camden, 
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OF  THE  PRINCIPAL 

BOOKS,   MAPS,   AND   VIEWS, 

THAT  HAVE  BEEN  PUBLISHED  IN 

Illustration  of  the  Topography  and  Antiquities  of  the 
COUNTY  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND. 


XHE  Natural  History  and  Antiquities  of  Northumberland,  and  of 
so  much  of  the  county  of  Durham  as  lies  between  the  Rivers  Tyne 
and  Tweed ;  commonly  called  North  Bishoprick.  In  two  volumes. 
By  John  Wallis,  A.  M.*  4to.  London,  1767. 

"A  View  of  Northumberland  with  an  excursion  to  the  Abbey  of 
Mailross  in  Scotland  By  William  Hutchinson,  Anno  1776,"  2  Vols. 
4to.    Newcastle,  1778. 

"  A  Historical  and  Descriptive  View  of  the  county  of  Northum- 
berland, and  the  Town  and  County  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  witji 
Berwick  upon  Tweed,  Sec.*9  Printed  and  published  by  Mackensie 
and  Dent,  Newcastle,  S  Vols.  8vo.  W.  6#.  boards.  1811. 

"  Somma  Diligentia  ast iduaque  industria,  studio  atque  labore  hi 
qoatuor  (omnium  terrarum,  oppidorum  et  tenementorum)  Jibri  inti- 
tulati  ftuatuar  partes  Northumbrian  de  novo  renovaH  sunt,  ae  curia 
Wardarum  maxtmo  robori  aditi ;  per  Johannem  Lawsonum,  reginae 
ibidem  feodarum  quarto  die  Juhi  anno  Salutis  nostra  1584."  A 
manuscript  volume  bearing  the  above  title,  and  belonging  to  the 
library  of  the  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society,  in  Newcastle,  also 
contains  a  MS.  transcript  of  the  different  records  in  the  Testa  de 
Nrvnx  respecting  this  county.  The  Huatuor  Partes  fyc.  is  chiefly 
extracted  from  the  Inquisitiones  post  Mortem. 

Dr.  Nicholson,  while  he  was  archdeacon  of  Carlisle,  wrote  "  A 
Description  of  the  ancient  Kingdom  of  Northumberland,*9  which  was 
announced,  in  1695 J  as  ready  for  the  press;  but  then  remaining  in 
the  Dean  and  Chapter's  Library  at  Carlisle.  See  Nichol's  edition  of 
Fuller's  Worthies,  vol.  II.  p.  204. 

u  Camden's  Britannia**  by  R.  Gough,  F.  A.  &  R.  S.  S.  besides  an 
excellent  summary  of  all  the  valuable  information  that  has  been  pub- 
lished respecting  tnis  county  in  general,  contains  Mr.  Horsley's  very 
accurate  survey  of  the  Roman  wall,  and  numerous  engravings  of 
Roman  Antiquities  discovered  in  its  neighbourhood. 

"  Bloom? s  Britannia,**  printed  in  1673,  contains  a  list  of  all  the 
"Nobility  and  Gentry,  which  are,  or  lately  were,  related  unto  the  coun* 
ty  of  Northumberland,  with  their  seats  and  titles  by  which  they  are  or 
have  been  known." 

Vol.  XII.  R  "Magn* 
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"Magna  Britannia?3  4to.  printed  in  1724,  Vol.  III.  besides  a 
great  variety  of  other  kinds  of  information,  contains  an  account  of  alt 
the  towns,  baronies,  and  manors,  of  the  county,  alphabetical! ^ar- 
ranged. 

In  "  Pennant's  Northern  Tour1'  are  many  notices  concerning  this 
county.  He  visited  the  Farn  Islands,  add  describes  several  of  the 
birds  that  frequent  them. 

The  Rev.  George  Ritchel,  a  learned  Bohemian,  and  author  of 
u  Conteinptationes  Metaphysics,  &c."  and  "  Dissertatio  de  Cerent: 
Ecdes.  Anglic.  &c."  wrote  "A  Catalogue  of  the  several  Bene- 
factors to  the  Churches,  Poor,  and  Free  Schools  in  Tindalc  Ward," 
published  in  1713,  and  republished,  with  additions,  in  1780. 

"  The  Border  History  of  England  and  Scotland.  By  the  Rev. 
George  Ridpath,  revised  and  corrected  by  his  brother  the  Rev.  Phi- 
lip Ridpath."  4to.  London,  1776. 

u  Leges  Marchiarum,  or  Bordcrlaws,"  containing  several  original 
Articles  and  Treaties  between  England  and  Scotland.  By  Dr.  Nichol- 
son, Bishop  of  Carlisle,  8vo.  1747. 

"  An  exact  History  of  the  Battle  of  Flodden  Field  in  Verse  writ- 
ten about  the  time  of  iueen  Elizabeth.  In  which  are  related  many 
facts  not  to  be  found  in  the  English  History.  Published  from  a  cu- 
rious MS.  in  the  library  of  John  Askew,  Escj.  of  Palinsburn,  Nor- 
thumberland ;  with  notes  by  Robert  Lamb,  vicar  of  Norham."  8vo. 
1773.  In  this  volume  is  also  contained  The  Bataile  of  Branxtoh,  or 
Flodden  Field  ;  fought  in  the  yeare  of  our  Redeemer  1513,  %c.  Co- 
pied from  an  edition  of  The  Mirrour  of  Magistrates  printed  in  1587. 

"  The  Minstrelsy  of  the  Scottish  Border,  by  Walter  Scott,  Esq.* 
3  vols.  8vo.  This  work  contains  several  ancient  Historical  ballads  re- 
specting battles  and  skirmishes  that  have  happened  in  this  county. 
Much  curious  information  may  also  be  found  among  the  notes  to  that 
work,  and  among  those  to  the,  **  The  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel"  and 
u  Marmion." 

Several  of  these  songs  and  ballads  may  also  be  found  in  "  Ritson9s 
Collection  of  English  Songs,*9  3  vols.  8vo. 

"  The  Hermit  of  Warkworth,  a  Northumberland  Ballad,  in  three 
fits  or  cantos,  London  1772,"  4to.  written  by  Dr  Percy,  late  bishop- 
of  Dromore.  The  Northumbrian  ballads  are  also  to  he  found  io 
"Dr.  Percy's  Relics  of  ancient  English  Poetry,"  3  vols.  8vo. 

The  State  Papers  of  Sir  Ralph  Sadler,  Thurlow's  State  Pa- 
pers,  "  Lodges  //lustrations  of  British  History,"  and  Pec  it's 
"  Desiderata  Curiosa"  afford  much  useful  information  on  different 
branches  of  Northumbrian  History. 

Besides  Mr.  Horsley's  account  of  the  Roman  Wall  in  his"  Britan- 
nia Romano"  there  are  critical  and  descriptive  accounts  of  the  differ- 
ent Roman  barriers  in  Britain  in  "  Gordon's  Itinerary ;"  Stukblky's 
"  Carausius  and  Iter  Boreale;"  Smith's  Appendix  to  his  edition* 
qfBedc's  Work*  :  Reynold's  "  Commentary  on  tlie  Iter  qfAntoni- 
rtus:"  Also 

"  Vallum 
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"  Folium  Romanum :  or  the  History  and  Antiquities  qf  the  Ro- 
man Wail,  commonly  called  the  PicVs  Wall,  By  John  Warburton,, 
Esq.  Somerset  Herald,  andF.  A.  S.  4to.  London,"  1753.  10*.  67*. 
boards.  But  this  work  is  almost  entirely  copied  from  Horsley's.  It 
has  a  map  of  the  wall,  and  many  engravings. 

"  The  History  of  the  Roman  Wall,  S?c.  describing  its  ancient  state, 
andits  appearance  in  1802.  By  W*  Hutton,  F.  A*S»"  This  has  a 
nap  of  the  Wall,  and  plans  of  the  Stations. 

In  the  Philosophical  Transactions  are  accounts  of  Roman 
Altars  and  Inscriptions  found  at  Corbridge,  Risingham,  Rochester, 
and  other  places  in  Northumberland,  and  an  account  of  the  formation 
W  a  Mineral  Water  at  Eglingham. 

In  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  1753,  are  drawings  and  an 
account  of  two  Roman  inscriptions  found  at  Risingham,  and  described 
by  Lionel  Charlton.  At  p.  842,  for  1769,  is  an  account  of  an  ancient 
cross,  discovered  in  a  heap  of  stones  near  Lilburne.  And  at  p.  825, 
aooo  1786,  are  engravings  and  descriptions  of  the  two  Roman  inscrip- 
tions found  at  Tynemouth. 

The  Arch  aologia  also  contain  certain  miscellaneous  notices  con- 
cerning this  county,  especially  concerning  the  Roman  siher  vessels 
food  at  CapheatoiK 

The  second  volume  of  the  Supplement  to  "  Collins'*  Peerage," 
contains  an  excellent  account  of  the  House  of  Percy.  And  in  the 
forth  volnaie  of  the  Peerage  is  a  list  of  the  persons  in  this  county  re- 
turned to  be  made  Knights  of  the  intended  Order  qf  the  Royal  Oak, 
with  the  annual  amount  of  their  incomes, 

"  General  View  of  the  Agriculture  qf  the  county  qf  Northumbcr* 
land,  with  observations  on  the  means  of  its  improvement ;  drawn  up 
for.  the  consideration  qf  the  board  of  Agriculture  and  Internal  Im- 
provement, by  J.  Bailey  and  G.  Cullcy,"  8vo« 

Marshall's  ««  Review  of  the  Agricultural  Reports  from  the  Nor- 
thern counties  of  England,"  8vo. 

uBotanisfs  Guide  through  the  Counties  of  Northumberland  and 
Durham.  By  N.  J.  Winch,  F.  L.  S.  John  Thorn  hill,  Richard 
Waugh.  Vol.  I.  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  1805.  Vol.  II.  Gates- 
bead,"  1807. 

"Treatise  on  a  Section  of  the  Strata  commencing  near  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne,  and  concluding  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mountain  of  Cross- 
ml,  with  remarks  on  mineral  veins  in  general,  and  engraved  figures 
of  some  of  the  different  species  of  Productions,  drc.  By  Westcarth 
Forster.  Newcastle  upon  Tynr,"  8vo.  1809. 

••  Report,  &c  on  the  present  state  qf  Tynemouth  Harbour,  with 
projected  improvements ;  as  surveyed  by  order  of  the  Committee 
tar  obtaining  a  better  Navigation.  By  R.  Dodd,  Engineer,"  8vo. 
1796. 

The  Map  qf  Northumberland  in  "  Speed's  Theatre  of  Great  Bri- 
tain," contains  a  plan  qf  Newcastle,  described  by  W.  Matthew,  and 
apian  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed.    Also  Anns  of  Noblemen,  and  Ko- 
fi 2  man 
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man  Antiquities  from  Sir  Robert  Cotton's  collection.     It  was  fre* 
quently  reprinted,  and  sold  singly. 

"  A  New  Map  of  Northumberland,  shewing  the  extent  and  situa- 
tion of  the  several  wards  and  parishes,  with  their  Churches,  Chapels, 
and  nature  of  benefices,  Market  Towns,  Villages,  Gentlemen's 
Seats,  Castles,  Religious  Houses,  Houses  of  Rings,  antient  Baronies, 
Mannors,  Forrests,  Parks,  Fields  of  Battles,  Encampments,  Col- 
lieries, Leadworks,  Medicinal  Waters,  Nature  of  Soils.  Likewise 
the  courses  of  the  several  Roman  Ways,  Present  Roads,  Rivers,  and 
Rivulets ;  together  with  an  accurate  draught  of  the  Roman  Wall, 
the  Garrisons,  and  Stations  thereon  with  their  antient  names  and  new- 
est discovered  Inscriptions;"  also  "3,50  of. the  arms  of  such  honoura- 
ble persons  as  have  born  titles  of  Dukes  and  Earls  **  d  since  the 
Norman  Conquest"  by  John  Warburton.    No  date. 

"  A  Map  of  the  Roman  Wall,  &c.  By  G.  Smith,"  1746. 

"  A  Map  of  Northumberland  begun  by  the  late  Mr.  John  Hors- 
lbt  F.  R.  S.  continued  by  the  Surveyor  that  he  employed,  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  Right  Honourable  Hugh,  Earl  of  Northumberland,  by 
John  Cay.'*  The  Index  to  it  was  printed  at  Edinburgh  by  Hamil- 
ton, Barfleur,  and  Neill,  8vo.  1753. 

"  A  Nine  Sheet  Map  of  Northumberland,  by  Capt.  Armstrong, 
with  a  Companion  to  it,  Printed  by  W.  Prat,  London,"  1769.  This 
has  been  reduced  to  one  Sheet 

"  A  Plan  qf  the  Collieries  on  the  Rivers  Tyne,  and  Wear,  also 
Bl)  the,  Bedlington,  and  Hartley,  with  the  Country  1 1  miles  round 
Newcastle.    By  John  Gibson,"  1788. 

"  A  plan  of  the  Rivers  Tyne  and  Wear  from  Tynemouth  Bar  to 
Bywell,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  and  from  Sunderland  to 
the  Junction  of  Chester  Dean,  in  the  county  of  Durham  with  the 
Lands,  Collieries,  Waggon  Ways,  and  Staiths,  thereon,  including  the 
towns  of  Newcastle,  Shields,  Sunderland,  and  Chester  le  Street.  By 
W.  Casson,  Viewer  of  Coal  Mines,  and  Land  Surveyor,"  1801. 

"A  Plan  of  the  lowpari  qf  the  river  Tyne,  shewing  the  Rocks, 
Sands,  &c.  By  J  ohm  Fryer,"  1773.  Also  «  A  Plan  of  the  river 
Ttme,from  the  Bar  to  the  head  of  South  Shields.  By  John  Fryer." 
1787. 

"  Apian  of  the  Proposed  Canal  between  Newcastle  and  Maryport, 
and  of  the  adjacent  country  by  William  Chapman,  Engineer,*9 
1795,  two  Sheets.  Also  "  A  Plan  of  tlte  proposed  Navigation,  from 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne  to  Haydon  Bridge,  by  William  Chapman, 
Engineer,  1796,"  on  two  sheets.  These  Plans  were  accompanied  by 
u  A  Report  on  the  measures  to  be  attended  to  in  (he  Survey  of  a  Line 
of  Navigation  from  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  to  the  Irish  Channel,  4*c. 

1795 Report  on  the  line  so  far  as  extends  from  Newcastle  to 

Haydon  Bridge,  with  observations  on  the  separate  advantages  of  the 
north  and  south  sides  of  the  River  Tyne,  1795.— Second  Report 
on  the  line  from  Haydon  Bridge  to  Maryport,  with  observations  sm 
lines  to  Penrith,  Sansfield,  Ravensbank,  Bowness,  Wioton,  &c.  1795. 
Third  and  la*t  Report,  confined  to  the  advantages  and  disadvantages 

of 
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tf  carrying  the  Navigation  on  the  South  side  of  the  River  Tyne,  m 
the  different  courses  that  it  is  capable  of,  all  by  W.  Chapman,  M. 
R.  I.  A.  8vo.  1795."  We  also  find  by  the  same  Author  "  Observa- 
tion* on  Mr.  Sutcliflc's  Report;99  and  a  "  Postscript  to  Mr.  Jess  op's 
Report.99 

"A  plan,"  on  "  one  Sheet  of  the  first  part  of  the  Canal  Navigation, 
from  the  East  to  the  West  Sea  by  way  of  Newcastle  and  Carlisle. 
Projected  and  surveyed  by  R.  Dodd,  Civil  Engineer,  with  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  River  Navigation  into  the  North  Sea,  1795."  This 
Plan  was  also  accompanied  with  a  Report,  Sfc.  With  Estimates,  &c. 
8vo. 

"Report  on  the  proposed  line  of  Navigation  between  Newcastle 
and  Mary  port.  By  W.  Jessop,  Engineer.  With  abstracts  of  the 
Estimates  of  this  line,  and  also  of  that  from  Stella  to  Hexham.  By 
W.  Jmsop  and  W.  Chapman,  Engineers,"  8vo.  1795. 

"  Report  on  the  proposed  line  of  Navigation  from  Stella  to  Hex- 
ham, and  from  Hexham  to  Haydon  Bridge,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
River  Tyne.   By  Robt.  Whitworth,  Engineer."  8 vo.  1797 

There  are  also  two  Reports  by  John  Sctcufpb,  Engineer:  the 
First  on  the  Line  from  Stella  to  Hexham,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Tyne ;  and  the  second  on  the  line  from  Hexham  to  Haydon  Bridge, 
and  from  Newcastle  to  Haydon  Bridge,  on  the  North  fc'tde  of  the 
River,  with  Estimates,  &c. 

"  Observations  on  the  most  advantageous  line  of  country,  through 
which  a  canal  navigation  may  be  carried,  from  Newcastle  upon  Tyne, 
or  North  Shields,  towards  Cumberland,  &c.  with  a  proposal  to  extend 
Collateral  Branches  by  the  Pont  and  Blythe  Rivers  to  Morpeth,  the 
port  of  Blyth,  &c.  and  through  the  middle  of  Northumberland  to  Ber- 
wick upon  Tweed.  By  Jon  a.  Thompson,"  8vo.  1795. 

A  Bill  for  making;  and  maintaining  a  Navigable  canal,  from  or  near- 
ly from  the  town  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  to  or  nearly  to,  Haydon 
Bridge,  all  in  the  county  of  Northumberland.  37  Geo.  III.  J 797, 
Printed  with  blanks.  Besides  the  above  there  are  several  other  tracts 
of  an  inferior  kind  respecting  this  subject. 

NEWCASTLE  UPON  TYNE.  "  Chorographia,  or  a  Survey 
o/Ncxvcastleupon  Tyne,  4>c.Newc.  Printed  by  S.  B.  1649.  S.  P.  D. 
dilectto  Burgenaibus  et  probis  bominibus  Novi  Castri  super  Tynara. 
W.  G."  4to.  34  pages,  besides  title  page,  and  preface.  The  initials 
stand  for  Wm.  Grey.  This  tract  was  reprinted  in  Harleian  Miscel. 
Vol.  III.  Ed.  1745,  and  Vol.  XI.  Ed.  1810. 

"  England's  Grievance  discovered  in  relation  to  the  Coal  Trade  ; 
with  the  Map  qf  the  river  of  Tyne,  and  situation  of  tlte  town  and 
Corporation  of  Newcastle  upon  Tune,  by  Ralph  Gardiner,  of 
ChrUon  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  Gent.  London,  1655.° 
4to.  211  pages,  and  ornamented  with  heads  of  several  of  the  kings 
and  queens  of  England.  Reprinted  in  8vo.  by  D.  Akenhead  and 
Sons  of  Newcastle  In  1796,  with  the  map,  heads,  and  other  plates* 

"  The  History  qf  Newcastle  upon  Tyne :  or  the  ancient  and  present 
ftatc  of  that  Town.     By  the  late  Henry  Bourne,  M.  A.  Curate  of 

R  3  All- 
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All-Hallows  id  Newcastle.  Newc.  Printed  by  J.  White,  1736.**  fol. 
246  pages,  with  an  Appendix.  The  last  paged  leaf  was  reprinted,  in 
1757  ;  but  is  found  in  only  a  few  copies. 

"  TJie  History  and  Antiquities  of  the  Town  and  County  of  New- 
castle upon  Tyne,  including  an  account  of  the  Coal  Trade  of  that 
Place,  and  Embellished  with  Engraved  Views  of  the  public  Buildings, 
S?c.  By  Johk  Brand,  M.  A.  Fellow  and  Secretary  of  the  Society 
of  Antiquaries,  London,  2  Vols."  4to.  1789. 

"  An  Account  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  epitomized,  kc.  Newc. 
1787."  12mo.  102  pages. 

"  Tlie  Picture  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  ftc.  Printed  by  Akenhead 
and  Sons,  1807,"  8vo.  186  pages.  A  New  Work  under  the  same 
title,  and  by  the  same  publishers,  appeared  in  1812. 

"An  Impartial  History  of  the  Town  and  County  of  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne  and  its  Vicinity.  Newc.  1801.'*  Svo.  612  pages.  This 
work  was  written  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bailey,  and  published  by  sub- 
scription. 

Plan  of  Newcastle  '* described  by  William  Matthew*  '  in"  Speed's 
Map  of  Northumberland."  "Apian  of  Newcastle  on  two  Sheets  with 
views  of  2Q  publick  buildings,  by  James  Corbridcb,  1723." 

''Bourne's  History,"  contains  a  one  sheet  plan  of  this  Town. 

A  beautiful  and  correct  Plan  of  Newcastle  and  Gateshead,  was 
made  in  1770  by  Charles  Hutton,  mathematician,  and  engraved 
by  J.  Ellis.  "  Brand's  Newcastle"  also  contains  a  plan  of  Newcastle 
and  Gateshead  on  one  sheet,  with  a  fee  simile  of  William  Matthew's 
plan  annexed  to  Speed's  Map. 

Throsby's  Ducatus  Leodensis,  p.  497,  mentions  a  Prospect  of  this 
town  by  Wm.  Lodge,  who  was  born  in  1649,  and  died  in  1689.  A 
view  of  Newcastle  Bridge  dedicated  to  Cuthbert  Feowick,  Mayor 
in  1739,  engraved  by  J.  Hilbert,  refers  to  Bourn's  History,  p.  129.  A 
Prospect  of  Newcastle,  from  Gateshead  Church  Steeple  by  S.  Buck,  in 
1724.  A  large  oblong  north  west  view  of  Newcastle,  $y  8.  and 
N.  Buck  in  1745. 

A  View  of  St.  Nicholas  Church  in  Newcastle  upon  Tyue^  dedi- . 
cated  to  Bishop  Crew,  in  1713.    Twenty-two  inches  by  sixteen.    A 
North  view  of  St.  Nicholas  Church;  K.Johnson  del.      G.  Nesbit 
Sculp,  fourteen  inches  by  twelve,  very  finely  engraved  upon  Wood. 

"  History  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  including  a  short  Account 
of  the  Villages  of  Tweedmouth  and  Spittal,  $rc.  By  John  Fuller, 
M.  D.  Berwick.  Edinburgh,  1799,"  8vo.  601  pages*  Appendix  50 
pages. 

There  is  much  curious  unpublished  information  respecting  Berwick 
among  the  records  of  the  Tower  and  the  Exchequer ;  in  the  Bodleian 
Library  ;  aud  in  the  Advocate's  Library,  in  Edinburgh.  A  large  ob- 
long view  of  Berwick,  was  published  by  S.  and  N.  Buck  in  1745 ;  and 
a  plan  of  it  in  Speed's  Map. 

The  pditor  of  the  account  of  Northumberland  also  received  much 

assistance 
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assistance  from  MS.  Notes  on  u  Hutchinson* s  View,"  by  R. 
Spearman,  Esq.  of  Eachwick-Hall :  and  was  favoured  with  com* 
munications  or  the  loan  of  papers  and  records  from  the  late  W.  He- 
ron,. Esq.  of  Newcastle ;  from  Mr.  John  Adamson  and  Mr.  John 
Murray  of  the  same  place ;  from  Mr.  John  Chaloner  of  Morpeth  ; 
from  Dr.  Patterson  of  Berwick ;  and  from  various  other  Gentle- 
men, to  all  of  whom  his  gratffal  acknowledgements  are  due. 
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THE  COUNTY  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND. 

*  «  *    The  Market  Towns  are  printed  in  Small  Capitals; 
the  VilUga  in  Italics. 


ABACOT,  or  cap  of  Stale,  167. 

Abbies,  Alnwick,  198. 

»  ■,  Carham,  1«4.  x 

,  Hulne,  199» 
,  Newminster*  185. 

Ad  Gefrin,  218. 

Ad  Maruro,  175. 

JSaoa,  a  Roman  station,  1*0. 

Agricola*s  forts,  2. 

Agriculture  of  Northumberland,  f  7. 

Akenside,  Dr.  36. 

Allgood,  femily  of,  ill,  1ST. 

Alione,  a  Roman  italion,  107. 

All  Saint's  Church*   Newcastle*  er- 
rata, 58. 

Alne,  river,  35. 

AlntwMutk,  port,  and  rained  church, 
194. 

Alhwicb,  abbey,  198. 

■     ,  castle  of,  195. 
■,  town,  194. 

,  friar  Martin  of,  50. 

Ancrofl,  *3l. 

Anderson  Place,  Newcastle,  68. 

8t  Andrew's  Church,  Newcastle,  ST. 

St.  Anne's  Chapel,  Newcastle,  59. 

St.  Anthony's,  depth  of  a  coal  mine 
at,  18. 

Anecdote    concerning   Edward    the 
first,  76. 

-"  St.    Nicholas 

chare*  steeple  in  Newcastle,  56. 


Assembly  rooms  in  Newcastle,  6& 
Assizes,  places  of  holding  for  Nor- 
thumberland, 44. 

New- 
castle, 64. 

Augustine  Friars,  Newcastle,  107. 

Austin  canons  at  Hexham,  16f. 

Antiquities,  miscellaneous,  Roman 
pottery,  5tc  at  Newcastle,  37;  ring 
and  coins,  39 ;  urn  at  Benwell,  73 ; 
teeth,  pottery,  and  bones  at  Walls* 
end,  79;  instruments  of  flint* 
kistraens,  urns,  coins,  &c.  107; 
cairns,  Bcc.  139;  urns  and  bones, 
145;  kistraens,  149;  sacred  ves- 
sels, 179,  175,  178;  kistraens, 
spearheads  of  brass,  177,  178; 
spearheads,  and  celts,  195;  urns 
and  a  celt,  tl4 ;  triangular  earthen 
vessels,  %  tO ;  curious  armour  of  gold, 

Ayden  Castle,  178. 
B 

Babbington,  family  of,  76, 179. 

Backwortb,  96. 

Bacon,  John,  Esq.  his  descent,  && 

117. 
Baliol,  Edward,  does  homage,  49. 
— ,  John,  do.  40. 
Bambvroh,   castle  and  town,  Ice. 

errata,  103,  t07. 
Bates'  bland,  95. 
Bates,  family  of,  103, 

Baths, 


INDEX. 


Baths,  At  Newcastle,  61. 

,  Roman,   108,  111,  116,  150, 

171. 
Battles,  at  Braatfcm  or  Flodden,  920. 
,  Hefenfehb,  155. 

,  Heifram,  167. 

,  Otterbourne,  146. 
-*  ,  Newburne,  104. 

,  Yevering,  818. 

Barracks,  Tynemoetb,  87. 

,  Berwick,  155. 

Barrows,  1ft,  149,  150, 179,  808. 

Bavington,  Little,  177. 

BtnnUy,  816. 

Beanfront,  158. 

tieaomont,  Mr.  a  great  coal  owner,  It. 

Bekride,  iron  works,  15, 99, 

■,  seat,  97. 
Beckef s,  Thomas  a,  chapel,  in  New- 
castle, 57, 
Bedlingtonabire,  flic  98. 
Bslpobd*  errata,  107. 
BelUsise,  99. 

BllXItfOHASf,     139. 

BefUstcr  castle,  US. 
Bells,  family  of,  99. 
BeUmf,  castle,  erfata,  180. 
Beltingham  Chapel,  116. 
Benton  Long.  77  ;  little,  78. 
BemuU,  a  Roman  station,  72,-74. 

,  coal  mine  on  fire  at,  74* 

,  tower,  flee.  ib. 

i  Chapel,  146. 
Bernicia,  kingdom  of,  8,-55. 
Bsawica  v*ov Twbhd,  131. 
Bewicke  Hill,  camp  on,  215. 

-    ,.,  family  of,  106. 
Bible,  an  ancient  MS.  57. 
Biddlestone,  111. 
Bigge,  family  of,  78, 175, 189. 
Bishop  of  boys,  76. 
Bishops  of  Hexbain,  160. 
— —  of  Lmdisfsrne,  818. 
Black  book  of  Hexham  chnrch,  165. 
Black  canons,  at  Ovingham,  175. 

—  Carbarn,  H4. 

■  Tynemooth,  81. 
Black  friars,  in  Newcastle,  49. 
Blackgate,  /Jo.  43. 
Blackett,  family  of,  68, 166, 175, 1?7, 

181. 
Blagdoo,  99. 
BLmckeUmd  Abbey,  168. 
Blenksnsop  Castle,  113. 

,  family  of,  111,115. 
Bfe/ae,  96. 
Boat,  St.  Cotfabert't  stone,  114. 


Bohm,  179. 
Bolbeck  barony,  168. 
Bolton,  Hospital  at,  21*. 
Botkal  Castle,  186. 
Borcovicns,  a  Roman  station,  115. 
Border  history,  10,  seitice,  14. 
Borderers,  account  uf,  159. 
Bowent,  river,  55. 
Brandling,  family  of,  77, 199. 
Breaks,  an  engine  to  punish  scolds,  64. 
Branxton,  battle  of,  110. 
Bremenium,  a  Roman  stipendiary 

city,  1,  149. 
Bremish,  river,  55. 
Bridge,  Newcastle,  47. 

,  at  Bywell,  175. 

.-,  at  Berwick,  157. 

,  Roman,  57, 155, 144, 171. 

Brigharo,  aconrention  held  at,  115* 

Brinkburn  priory,  190. 

Broomridgc,  camp  at/ 115. 

Browne  Capability,  181. 

Brown,  Dr.  John,  account  of,  109. 

Brunanborcb,  190, 115. 

Busy  Gap,  199. 

Bnrroden,  96» 

Byker,  76. 

BywiU,  174. 

Caerforan,  a  Roman  station,  117. 
Cairns,  107,  159,  149, 116,  118. 
Callaley,  115. 
Callender,  Earl   of,   besieges  New* 

castle,  40. 
Canals,  30,-51. 
Camboe,  11 5. 
Camps,  circular,  179, 107,  109,  H4, 

118,119. 

,  semicircular,  115. 
,  square,  100,  115.  114,129, 

158, 107, 115, 117. 
Capability  Browne,  181. 
Capheaton,  178. 
Cmrhttrn,  114. 

Carlton,  Dr.  George,  errata,  115. 
Carmelites  in  Newcastle,  51. 
Carnelians,  55. 

Carrowbragh,  a  Roman  station,  118. 
Cartington  castle,  10y. 
Castle  Hanks,  at  Haltwbistle,  111. 
— -  Hill,  near  Lambley,  111. 
Callaley,  114. 


Castle  of  Alnwick,  195. 

ii-  Bellister,  1 15. 

Berwick,  158. 

— —  Blenkinsop,  ib. 
Cartington,  106,  109. 


Castle 
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Castle  of  Cbillingham,  216. 
■  —Chipchase,  154. 

FetheTstonehaogh,  114. 

Ford,  120. 

Heton,  227. 

Horton,  near  Blytbe,  97. 
-,  near  Wooler,  217. 


-Keelder,  139, 
-Langley,  151. 


. JLangtey,  151. 

— Mitford,  185. 


-  Morpeth,  184. 
-Newcastle,  39; 
-Norharo,  224. 
-SeatonDelaval,  91. 
-Shewing  Sheels,  129. 
-Simonburn,  137. 


— —— Tynemouth,  88. 

■  ■■  —  ■:■  ■  Wark,  onTyne,  138. 

■  ■  ■     Warkworth,  191. 
-Werk,  on   Tweed,  errata, 


221. 


-Widrington,  188. 


Cartle  breeding,  29. 

Wild,   at  Chillingham  cattle, 

217. 
Cataract,  in  the  Bremish,  216. 
Causeway,  hamlet  of,  122. 
Causey  park,  189. 
Celts,  107,  195,214. 
Chester*,  a  Roman  station,  132. 

,  a  seat,  134. 
Cbeeseburn  Grange,  177. 
Chillingham  castle,  216. 
Chipchase  castle,  1  jS. 
Chirton,  90. 

Chapel  in  Alnwick  castle,  138. 
■  at  Baniborgh,  a  Saxon,  204. 

of  St.  Thomas  a  Becket,  in 

Newcastle,  57. 

at  Bellingham,  139. 

•- Beltingham,  116. 

-Bereness,  J  46. 


-,  near  Bothal,  our  Lady's,  1^ 

-  at  Close-House,  106. 

Halt  whistle,  11*. 

-7—  Heaton,  76. 

-1-  Hepple,  209. 
- — Jesmond,  7.5. 

Lambley,  111. 

Newcastle,  55,  59. 

Seaton  Delaval,  91, 

—  Simonburne,  136. 
-Tilmouth,  226. 


Church,  at  Alneraoutb,  194. 

. Alnwick,  195.         ~ 

-  ot    AH    Saints,    Newcastle, 

arraU,  58. 


Church  of  St.  Andrew's,  Newcastle, 

57. 

atBamburgb,  206. 

— —  Berwick,  235. 
—      ■     ■  Bedlington,  98. 

Bolam,  179. 

Bothal,  187. 

■   "     -'■      Earsden,  91. 

Elsden,  145. 

Haltwhistle,  111. 

Heddon-on-the-WaU,  106. 

1     ■■         Hexham,  160—163. 

Holy  Wand,  g30. 

Howick,  200. 

St  John's,  Newcastle,  58k 

Kirkhaogfa,  107. 

Morpeth,  184. 

-  St  Nicholas's,  Newcastle, 


55. 


-  Ponteland,  101. 
-Simonburne,  187. 
-Tynemontb,  86—89. 


Ciluroun,  a  Roman  station,  132. 

Cistertians,  185. 

Clavering,  family  of,  100,  104,  17% 
191,  213. 

Climate  of  Northumberland,  27. 

Clinch  Hill,  214. 

Close  House,  106. 

Coal  mines,  16;  wroaght  by  die  Ro« 
mans,  19;  on  lire,  74. 

Coal  trade  at  Newcastle,  16 ;  its  pro- 
bable duration,  errata,  17  ;  Tanous 
engines  employed  in  it,  18. 

Cockle  Park  Tower,  188. 

Cockley  Tower,  157. 

Coins,  Roman,  37.  47,  176, 178 ;  Sax 
on  and  English,  155,  176. 

Commons  enclosed,  29. 

Condercum,  a  Roman  station,  72. 

Conservatorship  of  the  Tyne,  33. 

Conway,  Lord,  defeated,'  104. 

Copeland  Castle,  219. 

John,  40, 101,  219. 


Copperas,  25, 72. 

Copper  mine,  25. 

Copsi,  earl,  slain  by  Osulph,  103. 

Coquet,  river,  35. 

Island,  191. 


CoRBniooE,  159,170, 
Corchester,  a  Roman  station,  171. 
Cornhill,  227.        / 
Corstopitum,  171. 
Courts  New,  in  Newcastle,  45, 
Cramltngton,  errata,  77* 
Cr aster,  201. 
Crow  Hal),  116. 

Crow* 
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Crows,  build  their  nest  on  a  weather- 
cock, 64. 

Cross,  fragment  of  an  ancient,  216. 

Crystals,  pebble,  in  Coquet  and  Bow- 
cnt,  35. 

— — ,  Hexaogular,  201. 

CmUercoaU,  90. 

Cunningham,  John,  his  epitaph,  58* 

Custom  House,  Newcastle,  66. 

St.  Cathbert,  202,  228. 

Caria,  1, 171. 


Death's  Dance,  in  Hexham  church, 

163. 
Deira,  8. 
Delaval  Seaton,  errata,  91. 

,  family  of,  74,  93,  105,  MO. 

Denisesbnrn,  156. 
Denton,  err  at;  105. 
Derwentwater,  Earl  of,  17*. 
Devil's  Causeway,  8. 
Dikes  in  coal  mines,  17. 
DiUtooHall,  173. 
Dispensary  in  Newcastle,  61. 
Disshtgton,  North  and  South,  105. 
Divisions,  civil  and  ecclesiastical,  of 

Northumberland,  15. 
Drengage  service,  213, 
Druidical  circles,  138. 
Dans  Scot**,  50,  202. 
Punstanbrougbi  801. 


Eachwick,  106. 

Earls  of  Northumberland,  9,  103. 

Eertrfswy  91. 

East  Cheaters,  a  Roman  station,  132. 

Edderstone,  157. 

Edltngbam  Castle,  fit. 

Edward  the  First,  anecdote  of,  76. 

Eglingham  Castle, 2 It. 

ElUbaw,  149. 

Ellingham,  errata,  tOS. 

Widen,  145. 

Elswick,  20, 72. 

Enclosures,  29. 

Engines,  used  in  coal  mines,  13. 

Entrocbi,  230. 

Epiacum,  158. 

Erneahaw,  157. 

Errington,  family  of,  135,  158. 

Eslington,  113. 

JUbel,  chair  of  king,  130. 


Etal  Castle,  220. 
Eure,  family  of,  102. 
Exchange,  m  Newcastle,  63. 
Excommunication,  Mrs.Babbbgton'i, 
and  interment,  179. 


Fallowden  House,  tot. 
Farn  Islands,  209. 
Fetherstonehaugh  castle,  and  £uniJy, 

114. 
FtUon,  189. 
Fenhara,  72. 
Fenwick  Tower,  176. 
Family  of,  98,  99,  176, 17* 

180, 190. 
Floddenfield,  battle  of,  tit,  221. 
Ford  Castle,  ttO. 
Franciscans,  or  Grey  friars,  in  Nesr* 

castle,  50. 
Fraaer,  Duncan,    the  Cheviot  bar* 

207. 
Freeman,  method  of  making,  at  Ala> 

wick.  194. 
Frid-stool,  in  Hexham  church,  164. 
Fucus  lycopodioides,  96. 


Gallow  Hill,  179. 

Gateway,  a  Saxon,  at  Hexham,  166. 

George's,  St.  feast  celebrated,  56» 

Gibson,  Dr.  VV.  134. 

Glass  works,  on  the  Tjot,  23. 

GUnton  Pike,  214. 

GUnhfhelt,  Roman  Antiquities  at,  lit. 

Gosfortb,?©V 

Grant,  a  carious,  215. 

Great  ChesterS,  a  Roman  station,  12* 

Grey,  family  of,  200,  216,  217,  *H. 

227. 
Grey  stoke,  family  of,  183. 
Gnyzance,  a  nunnery  at,  189. 

H. 

Habitancum,  a  Roman  station,  141. 
Hadrian's  Vallum,  2,  125. 
Haerlaw.  219. 
Haerupburn,  camp  at,  215. 
Haggerston,  203,  231. 
Hallington,  157. 
Halliwell,96. 
Haltyttane,  errata,  260. 
Haltonchesters,  a  Roman  station,  173. 
Halloa 


INDEX. 


Helton  Tower,  175. 

Halt  whistle,  ill. 

Hangmgshaws,  157. 

Harbottle  Castle,  140,210. 

Harding,  the  Chronicler,  191* 

Hardnding,  116. 

Harnharn,  179. 

Bmrtbmrn,  180. 

Hartford  House,  98. 

Harllty,  95. 

Haugbton  Castle,  138. 

Hay  do*  Bridge,  131. 

Beaton  Hall,  75. 

Heddon-on-the-WaU,  106. 

Hermitage  of  Warkwortb,  errata,  192. 

,  a  seat,  1.57. 

Heron,  Giles,   founder  of  a  School, 

138. 
Hepple,  909. 
Heslietide,  139. 
Heton  Castle,  997. 
Hexham,  158—168. 
Hexham,  John  of,  167. 
— — -,  Richard  of,  ib. 
Hoe,  a  brook,  35. 
Holy  Island,  998. 
Horsier,  the  Rev  John,  184. 
Horton  Castle,  97,  917. 
Hospitals,  in  Newcastle,  51,  69. 
Hospital,  at  Bolton,  91*. 
■  Blishaw,  149. 

■-  Tynemouth,  8*. 

— Wooler,  «18. 

Homesteads,  a  Roman  station,  J  $5. 
Howick,  too. 
Holne  Abbey,  198. 
Huwuhaugh,  errata,  138. 
Honnura,  a  Roman  station,  173. 
Homfranrille,  family  of,  140,  169, 

tlO. 
Hypocanst,  see  Baths. 

I. 

Uderton,  915. 

Inborg,  916. 

IiiSrmary,  Newcastle,  60. 

J*$ra»  Hill,  214. 

Institution,  New,  in  Newcastle,  67. 

Iron  works,  95,  99,  105. 

Ironstone,  16,95. 

lalandshire,  1*8. 


Jarrow,  38. 

Jumoiid,  74. 


John,  St  Lee,  157. 
John,  palace  of  kins,  76. 
Jubilee  School,  in  Newcastle,  60, 
Jurin,  Dr.  158. 

K. 

Keeper  of  Tyndale,  dispute  aboa*  his 

residence,  165. 
Keels,  statute  concerning,  11. 
Kirkhaogh,  107. 
Kirkharle,  177. 
Kirkley,  102. 

Kisttaen,  107,  149, 177,  tl4. 
K**ra4aU,  110. 
Knight's  templar,  effigies  of,  99,  163, 

179,  191,  907. 
Kyloe,  curiows  armour  found  at,  t31. 


Laidley  worm,  907. 
Lambley  nunnery,  1 10. 
Lang  ley  Castle,  130. 
Lanx,  a  curious  silver,  179. 
Lawrence,  St.  chapel  near  Newcastle, 

54. 
Lawson,  family  of,  76,  77. 
Learn,  application  of  tbe  term,  141. 
Lead  mines,  95,  87, 130. 
Learmouth,  994 

Lectureship,  in  Hexham  cbnrob,  167. 
Lemmington  iron  works,  105. 
seat,  996. 


Lesly,  General,  defeats  Lord  Conway 

atNewburne,  104. 
Lewis  holes,  used  by  the  Romans, 

133, 141. 
Libraries,  57,67,904. 
Lilburn  tower,  916. 
Lime,  98. 
Lindisfarne,  398* 
Lindon,  189. 
Linhills,  battle  at,  167. 
Linhope  spout,  a  cataract,  916. 
Lisle,  family  of,  77,  153,  189. 
Little  Baiington,  177. 
Little  Chester*,  a  Roman  station,  199. 
Little  Harle,  errata,  178. 
Literary  and  Philosophical  Society,  in 

Newcastle,  67. 
Long  Hartley,  189. 
Lang  Wilton  Hall,  181. 
Lorraine,  177. 
Lowes,  family  of,  116. 
Lawick,  931. 

Maiden- 
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M. 

Maiden-way,  a  Roman  road,  7. 
Ma|na,  a  Roman  station,  1 1?. 
Maison  de  Dieu,  in  Newcastle,  54. 
Mansion  House,  in  do.  65. 
Manures  used  in  Northumberland,  £8. 
Marches  oi  the  Border,  13,  99. 
Margaret,  queen  of  Scotland,  910. 
Marie,  ¥8  ;  roarlepits,  9 94. 
Marlev,  Sir  John,  bis  gallant  defence 

of  Newcastle,  41,  56. 
Matfen,  West,  177. 
Mayor  of  Newcastle,  53,  71. 
Meeting   Houses   of  Dissenters,    in 

Newcastle,  59. 
Merlay,  family  of,  183. 
Middlcton,  family  of,  84,  180,  183. 

Milborne  House,  103 }  Grange,  ib. 
Mmdrum,  924. 

Minsteracres,  168. 

hitford  Castle,  185. 

Moiscs.  the  Rev.  Hugb,  60. 

Molesden,  185. 

Monce  Know,  139. 

Moots  stone,  91. 

Monkchester,  38. 

MonUguc,  Mrs.    Elisabeth,    errdU, 
105. 

MoftPiTH,  193—185. 

Mote  Hill,  138,  145,  157. 

Mowbray,  Earl,  10, 39. 

Myrica,  or  sweet  gale,  219. 

Moscaotp  barony,  817. 

N. 

Netherwerdtn,  13*. 
Setherwittm,  189. 
Ncwbnmgk,  130;  Roman  antiquities 

at,  118. 
JfcvDsmte,  113. 

Niwcastlb  upon  Tyme,  36—79. 
Newcastle  assembly  rooms,  66. 

■  Augustine  Friars,  50. 
Baths,  62. 

■  Blackfriars,  49. 
,  Bridge  of,  47. 

,  cattle  of,  39    44. 

■         Carmelites,  51. 

-  churches,  and  chapels,  55, 


Newcastle  Exchange*  63. 

Fairs,  71. 

— — —  Gates  in  the  walls,  47. 

—  Hospitals,  51, 6*. 

—  ■     Hugb,  of  Newcastle,  50. 
■'  Libraries,  5<>,  67. 

'■  Maison  de  Dieu,  54. 

—  "  Mansion  house,  65. 
Markets,  71. 

■      Medical  institutions,  60, 69. 

Northumberland  house,  68. 

Nunnery,  49. 

Parishes  and  population,  55. 

Pilgrim  street,  68. 

Prssmonstratensians,  54. 

Religious  houses,  49—55. 

Schools,  A3,  60. 

siege  of,  41. 

Theatre,  67. 

Trinity  house,  65. 

Walls  of,  45. 

Westmoreland  place,  6B. 


59. 


5* 


-,  corporation  of,  71. 

-  Custom  house,  66. 

-  Dissenting  Meeting  houses, 


Newminster  abbey,  185. 

Newsbam,  97. 

Newton  Tor,  919. 

Nobles,  gold  of  Edward  the  Third* 
176. 

Norhamshire,  994. 

North  Shields,  89. 

Northumberland,  the  country  of  the- 
Ottadini,  1  ;  boundaries  of  the  an* 
cient  kingdom  of,  8 ;  present  boun- 
daries of  the  county,  and  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  divisions,  15 ;  soil,  ore. 
95 ;  er  teq. 

Nunneries,  49,  *1 10,  189. 

Nunwick,  137. 

O. 

Ogle  Castle,  101. 

,  family  of,  101,  lOt,  166,   188, 

189,  919. 
Ord,  family  of,  79,  ISO,  185. 
Oswald's,  St.  chapel,  155. 
Ottadini,     the    boundaries  of  their 

country,  1. 
Otter  bourne,  castle,  and  battle  of,  er* 

race,  146. 
Otho,  coins  of,  76. 
Otinobam,  175. 

P. 

Parchment,  with  old  characters  open 
it,  47- 

Paimings, 
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Paintings,eariooa,  in  Hainani  cfcarch, 
163. 

Pampedon,  or  Pandon,  in  Newcastle, 
38. 

Pallmsburn,  ffO. 

Parkend,  138. 

Paston,  219. 

Paul's,  St.  church,  London,  built  by 
a  duty  on  coils,  S3. 

Peace,  concluded  mt  PonteUnd,  101. 

Peasantry,  state  of,  in  Northumber- 
land, 30. 

Pebbles,  or  agates,  35. 

Pelting  stone,  on  Holy  Island,  *30. 

Penance  of  Jesus,  Friars  of,  51. 

Percy,  family  of,  errata,  196. 

Percy's  cross,  814. 

Pictures,  66,  15*. 

Pilgrim's  Inn,  Newcastle,  68. 

Pillars,  wbrnslone,  218,  **0. 

Plague,  in  Newcastle,  53;  in  North 
Shields,  87. 

Pons  JElii,  a  Roman  station,  37,  101 

PonteUnd,  101. 

Population  of  Northumberland,  15. 

Portraits,  61,  6*,  9*,  198,  S17. 

Pnemonstratensians,  54,  168,  199. 

Priories  in  Newcastle,  49—51. 

— —     '•'■  Brinkburn,  190. 
1   "  ■■  Hexham,  168. 

■  Tynemouth,  81. 

Procolitia,  a  Roman  station,  If  8. 

rmdhot  castle,  169. 

Q. 

*  ,< 

Quaker's  burial  ground,  90. 
Quakers,  Number  of,  in  Northumber- 
land, 15. 

R. 

Ratclifles,  family  of,  105,  172,  209. 
Redesdale,  140. 

Recovery,  House  6f,  in  Newcastle,61. 
Rental  of  the  county,  *28^ 
Richmond,  Duke  of,  his  duty  on  coals, 

«3.  J 

Riddell,  family  of,   155,  177,    189, 

2*6. 
Ridley  Hall,  lifi. 
Ridley,  family  of,  96,  lit,  116,  1*0, 

1*5. 
Risingham,  a  Roman  station,  141. 
Rivers,  3*. 


Roman  coins,  37,  39,  47, 106,  107, 

135. 
Roman  inscriptions,  &c.  at  BemreJt, 

73. 

-•■    ■      Bleokmsop  castle, 


113. 


1*8. 


1*0. 
173. 


■  Caervoran,  11/. 

•  Carrowbrugb, 

-  Corbridge,f?l. 

■  Denton,    109. 
Glenwhelt,  114. 

•  Great  Chesters, 


—  Halton  Chester*, 


1**. 


ters,  133. 


-  Hexham,  159. 
"Housesteeds,  1*5. 

-  Little  Chesters, 

-  Melkrig,  1*4. 

-  Risingham,  141. 

-  Rochester,  149. 

-  Rotchester,  176. 
-Tynemouth,  79. 

-  Wallsend,  78. 

-  Walwick   Ches- 


-  Welton,  176. 

— ■ Whiiley  castle, 

107. 
Roman  milestones,  1**,  141. 

rings,  117,  119,  174. 

— — roads,  7. 

silver  vessels,  17*,  175,  178. 

walls,  *— 7,  105,  115,  ISO. 

Robin  of  Resingham,  144. 

Rochester,  a  Roman  station,  149* 

Roddatn,  214. 

Roseden  edge,  camp  at,  215. 

Roth  nun  y,  208. 

Rothley  castle,  181. 

Rutchester,  a  Romun  station,  176. 

S. 

Salmon  fisheries  on  the  Tyne,  33 ;  m 
the  Tweed,  34  ;  at  Wat  k worth,  35. 
Schools  at  Alnwick,  195. 

— — Bamburgh  castle,  *06. 

Berwick,  *36. 

■  Haydon  bridge,  13*. 

Hattwhistle,  11*. 

Hexham,  167. 

— — — Morpeth,  184. 

Northshields,  89. 


Newcastle,  53, 60. 


Schools 
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Schools  it  Ponteland,  101. 

Wark,  138. 

Scilecheater,  135. 

Scotus  Dons,  50,  202. 

Seals,  curious  ancient,  59,  65,  2*1. 

Seaton,  Delaval,  91. 

SctUom  tluicc,  95. 

Segedunum,  a  Roman  station,  78. 

Seghill,  96. 

Seiby,  family  of,  211,  219. 

Serjeancy,  grand,  76. 

Several's  wall,  4,  125. 

Shaw,  the  Rev.  John,  100. 

Sheep,  different  breeds  of,  29. 

Shewing  Shields,  129. 

SkottoH,  99. 

Silver  Roman  vessels,   172, 175, 178. 

Simonbur*  church,  castle,  ficc.  156. 

Smeaton,  Mr.  improver  of  Steam  en- 

S'nes,    15 ;    consulted   respecting 
ewcastle  bridge,  48;  pulls  down 

Dilston  Hall,  175. 
Soil  of  Northumberland,  25. 
Stanford*  am,  176. 
Stannington,  97. 
Seaward  le  Peel,  116. 
State's  Hall,  74. 
Stone  Coffins,  164. 
Sadatory,  see  Bath. 
Swinburne  castle,  155. 
,   family  of,  115,  158,  155, 

178,182,212. 


Tapestry,  at  Bambnrgh  castle,  204. 
Tarset  Hall,  159. 
Taum  estuarium,  34. 
Theatre,  in  Newcastle,  67. 
Thirl  wall  castle,  and  family,  1 15. 
Thornton,  Roger,  54, 57, 182. 
Threepwood,  116. 
TkrocMerington,  177. 
Tilmoutb,  vicar  of,  »27. 
—      ■      House,  227. 
Tindale,  Sooth,  107. 

,  North,  136. 

Toad,  found  enclosed  in  marble,  216. 
Toots  and  Tombstones,  remarkable, 

57,  100,  105,  157,  159,  145,  165, 

168,  181 ,  187. 
Town  Hall,  Berwick,  257. 
Trevelyan,  family  of,  180, 182. 
Trinitarians,  in  Newcastle,  51. 
Trinity  House,  in  do.  65. 
Tamer,  Dr.  W.  184. 
Tarpin's  Hill,  107. 
Tweed,  river,  34. 


Twecdmouth,  251. 
Twysell  Castle,  226. 
Tyne»  river,  52. 
lynemouih,  errata,  79 — 89* 
,  John  of,  87. 


Tythes,  28. 


V. 


Vindobala,  a  Roman  station,  176. 
Vindolana,  a  Roman  station,  122. 

u. 

Untbank,  a  seat,  115. 
W. 

Walker  colliery,  a  remarkable  basalt, 

dike  in,  17,  78. 
Walls,  Roman,  2-  7,  120. 
Wallnoe,  family  of,  110,  219. 
Wallsend,  a  Roman  station,  7  8. 
Wallts,  the  Rev.  John,  157. 
Wall,  Town,  120. 
Wdlwick,  errata,  and,  156. 
— -  Chester*,  a  Roman  station, 

152. 


-  Grange,  155. 
Wans,  or  Dantsbeck,  river,  190. 
Work,  and  castle,  158. 
Wark  worth,  errata,  190. 
Watling  Street,  7. 
Weelslet,  North,  99. 
Wells,  mineral,  sacred,  or  petrifying, 

75,  96, 120,  210,  212,  226.  227. 
Well,  curious,  at  Bamburgh  castls, 

204. 

•  Newcastle,  36,  44*' 


WclUm,  175. 

Werk,  and  castle,  221. 

Westmoreland  Place,  in  Newcastle, 

68. 
Wethainstede,  John,  87. 
Whetstones,  130. 
Whitchester,  107,  115. 
Whit6eld,  ISO. 
Whitley,  90. 

Whitley  Castle,  a  Roman  station,  107, 
WhaUon,  99. 
Whittiiigham,  212. 
Widrington  Castle,  188. 
family  of,  158,  155,  176, 

177,  188,2(19,  XI 1. 
Wilfrid,    St.    founder    of    Hexham 

church,  160. 

Williosoteswick, 


INDEX. 
WUlimoteswick,  116.  V* 

Witton  Tower,  S08. 
Wolsington,  105. 
Wood  bridge,  Roman   antiquities  at, 

Woodmas,  the  Rev.  Francis,  98. 
Woolhr,  *17. 
Wylaw,  175. 


Yevering,  118. 

Yevering-bell,    a    curious    fortified 
mountain,  1I8» 


z. 

Zinc,  26. 
Errata  et  Addenda. 


page.  line. 
16     22  fbr  rbombord*,  read  rhomboid*. 

SO     25  for  Elwick,  read  Elswick. 

84     30   after  There,  add  are. 

18     24  ,/br  rise,  read  rises. 

84     29   for  pound*,  reoti  shillings. 

g     14  ./br  five  Ionic,  read  four  Doric. 

2     30    rtw  concert  room,  read  granary,  &c 

IT     20  /br  anima.  read  aninm. 

21   /or  propietur,  read  propitietur, 
80     13    read  victrice* 

94   read  cfofeas  basUtcam. 
93       5  /or  Reynolds,  read  Cosway. 

105  24  Ybr  the  Honourable,  Arc.  ro  fitted,  read  Edward  Montague,  Esq.  son  of 

Charles,  fifth  son  of  the  first  Earl  of  Sandwich,  who  left  his  large  poa- 
5"**°^,?  hU  ™iAow>  Elizabeth  Montague,  the  able  and  elegant  defen- 
der of  Shakespeare  against  the  invidious  scurrility  of  Voltaire ;  she  *«. 

106  21    /br  CarlinKtou,  read  Cartington. 
U5       2  -£r  3Jilwalf'  *""*  Thirlwnll. 

lift       S    for  Th  rap  wood read  Threapwood. 
119       9    for  Magnum  read  Magna. 

121  II  />r  208,  read  $jb. 

•—  Jt  5*  &T  EAV.R„SEV»  read  AVR SEVE. 

122  &  124  >br  vincialis  read  vicinal  is, 
1*6       3  for  by,  read  of. 

138     33    dele  the  late. 

144     29  fbr  Dae,  re,«f  Deas. 

146  OTTERBOURNE  CASTLE  and  estates,  after  1715.  were  purchased  by 

Gabriel  Hall,  Esq.  of  Cateleagh.  from  whose  son  Reynold,  they  passed 
by  will,  in  1745,  to  Robert  Ellison,  of  Newcastle,  Gentleman,  and  from 
him  to  his  son  Henry  Ellison,  Eaq.  of  Whitehaven,  In  whose  life  time 
!?cy_w.f,re  Purchased  by  Mr.  James  Storey,  of  North  Shields,  who  built 
the  village ;  and  lastly,  after  Mr.  Storey's  death,  they  were  sold  ooder 
a  decree  of  the  court  of  Chancery  :  the  castle,  manor,  and  denes** 
lands,  to  James  Ellis  Esq.  and  the  village  and  part  of  the  lands,  to  John 

w      .^   Davidson,  Esq.  of  Newcastle.  v 

JJJ     19  for  stations,  read  station. 

178  8    read  Right  Honourable  Lord  Charles  Murray,  and  a/ter  relict,  (I  ll.> 
sm     »*  *&  V1^  CRwrles  Ainsley. 

179  24    deU  le.  ' 

J60       8  for  Asia  Minor,  rend  Turkey  in  Europe. 
J93      14  fbr  interdice,  read  interdlo. 
J9J     29  fbr  Vesco,  read  Vescy. 
JJ?      J*  ,/br  Sexto,  read  Serlo. 

197      36    after  tides,  add  and  that  of  Earl  of  Beverly  to  which  he  was  advanced 
in  1700.  , 

54  fbr  there  is  a  light  house,  read  there  are  tw*  Tight  house*,  and  after 

n    ?*  ~J>  add  Thcrc i*  ftUo  *  ,lf hl  ho0»o  **  °»*  Pf  u,«  farther  itteauts* 

7  for  Chap  well,  read  ChopwelT 

8  fbr  1769,  read  IflftQ. 

-^  W/^  Hoggcrston,  read  Haggerston. 

£04  19  norland,  read  sand. 

2w  «J  -5^  nemew,  (Sax.)  read  nemueth,  /Ssx.) 

207  3o   dfte  or,  onJ  odd  •« 

809       8  /or  Joo,  read  Ivo. 

210  16  for  Kellorse,  read  Kellowe. 

212  23  for  Hodden,  read  Floddcn. 

217  4  for  two,  read  too. 

218  15  fbr  Gazes,  read  Oarea. 
222       2  fbr  middc,  reed  middle. 

—     J[    ™**  tnd»  neRr  the  fir*1'  ru»n»  o<*  5*.  Giles's  chapel  with. 
#**     29  for  Charlton,  read  Carlton.  v 
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NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 
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LAS  been  noticed  by  various  writers  to  have  a  peculiarity 
In  its  geographical  situation,  not  possessed  by  any  other  county 
in  the  kingdom;  that  of  being  bounded  by  four  entire  shires 
only,  on  the  four  cardinal  points,  and  without  being  cut  or 
intersected  by  detached  portions  of  other  counties.  These 
bordering  counties  are,  Yorkshire  on  the  North,  Lincolnshire 
on  the  East,  on  the  South  Leicestershire,  and  Derbyshire  on 
the  West :  with  which  latter  county  it  was  united  under  one 
sheriff,  until  the  10th  year  of  Elizabeth.  Its  figure  is  rather 
elliptical ;  its  transverse  diameter  extending  from  Alkley  or 
Fmningley  in  the  north  to  Stanford  upon  Soar  on  the  Leices- 
tershire border,  being  fifty  miles;  whilst  its  conjugate  or  shortest 
diameter  from  TcYershall  on  the  Derbyshire  border,  to  Col- 
lingham  which  joins  to  Lincolnshire,  may  be  estimated  at 
twenty-six,  or  twenty-seven.  Its  latitude  extends  from  fifty  - 
two  degrees,  fifty  minutes,  to  fifty-three  degrees,  thirty-four 
minutes  north ;  its  circumference  is  estimated  at  upwards  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  miles ;  and  its  superficial  content  at 
480,000  acres.    Its 

Divisions  consist  of  six  hundreds  or  wapentakes,  including 
nine  market  towns  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  parishes;  in 
which  the  villages  have  been  estimated  at  four  hundred  and 
fifty,  but  this  must  of  course  include  the  smallest  hamlets. 

Vol.  XIL  A  North 
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North  ,  of  Trent  there  are  now  three  wapentakes,  though 
these  at  the  time  of  the  conqueror's  survey  werejitv  in  number. 
Buoxton  has  undergone  no  change  since  that  period.  Thub- 
garton  is  now  Thurgarlon  a  Lee,  or  Lythe,  the  ancient 
hundred  of  Ly da  being  joined  with  it;  Bassbtlaw  contains 
the  ancient  hundred  of  Oswardcbeck,  which  now  forms  the 
north  clay  division;  and  having  also  thet  south  clay  and  Hat- 
field divisions  is  considered  as  being  equal  to  three  hundreds. 

Soitth  of  Trent  there  are  the  three  wapentakes  of  Rush* 
cliff,  Bingham,  or  Binghamshorc,  and  Newark;  but  these, 
though  nominally  equal  to  one  half  the  county,  do  not  contain 
quite  one  third  of  its  superficies.  } 

It  has  been  said  that  in  the  usual  division  of  the  county,  the 
hundreds  of  Bassetlaw  and  Newark  are  equal  to  the  other 
four,  if  the  town  of  Nottingham  is  left  out  of  the  calculation; 
and  we  must  not  omit  another  mode  of  division  which  has  long 
existed,  drawn  from  the  nature  of  the  soil ;  for  the  western  dis- 
trict is  called  the  Sand,  and  the  eastern  part  of  the  county  is 
designated  by  the  appellation  of  the  Clay.  The  first  of  these 
is  in  general  woody  or  barren ;  the  latter  highly  fertile  both 
as  arable  and  pasture,  and  again  subdivided  into  the  north  and 
south  clays.    In  the 

History  of  this  county,  very  little  is  known  of  its  ancient 
state,  except  that  it  formed  a  portion  of  the  settlements  of  the 
Coritani,  as  the  Romans  called  its  aboriginal  inhabitants.  In 
common  with  the  rest  of  the  island,  it  became  the  prey  of  the 
Roman  Eagle,  and  had  several  colonies  of  that  enterprising 
people,  as  is  evident  not  only  from  history,  but  also  from  vari- 
ous antiquities  discovered  at  different  times,  and  from  their 
roads  of  which  considerable  vestiges  still  remain  leading  to  and 
from  their  different  stations.  After  the  evacuation  of  the 
island  by  the  Roman  arms,  the  invading  Saxons  adopted  a  new 
mode  of  division^andthia  county  became  part  of  the  kingdom  of 
Mercia;  and  even  after  the  union  of  the  Saxon  heptarchy 
under  one  "monarch,  was  still  governed  by  the  Earls  of  that  name. 
t  At 
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At  the  conquest,  the  same  changes  took  place  here,  as  in 
other  Counties ;  and  it*  subsequent  history  is  too  closely  con- 
nected with  that  of  the  kingdotn  at  large,  to  require  any 
farther  elucidation,  except  in  some  few  points  which  will  be 
best  treated  of,  undet  their  respective  heads.  This  county 
contains  but  few 

BaiTtsB  Antiquities;  yet  we  must  not  neglect  to  mention 
an  ancient  camp  at  Barton  about  four  miles  S.  W.  of  Notting- 
ham, which  Aubrey  seems  to  have  examined,  and  which  be 
considers  as  of  British  workmanship.  It  has  indeed  been 
called  British  Hill;  but  now  Brent's  Hill:  and  though  the  for- 
tifications which  were  on  its  summit  have  long  been  levelled 
in  the  dust,  yet  there  are  still  vestiges  enough  on  its  sides  to 
show  that  it  must  have  been  a  place  capable  of1  an  obstinate 
defence ;  for  there  have  been  originally  fifteen  earthen  banks, 
each  about  half  a  mile  in  e&tent,  which  must  have  been 
successively  forced  before  an  enemy  could  even  attack  the 
ckadel.  That  it  was  once  a  place  of  itnpoftance  is  also  further 
evinced  by  the  coins1  which  at  different  times  bate  been  found 
here. 

At  Oxton  also  there  are  three  large  tumuli,  the  largest  of 
which  is  fifty-three  feet  in  diameter.  This  Wa<  opened  by  the 
late  major  Rooke,  who  has  much  distinguished  himself  by  his 
research  into  the  antiquities  of  this  county.  He  found  in  it  an 
urn  made  of  iron,  filled  with  ashes'  and  burned  bones ;  along 
with  this,  there  were  a  large  sword  in  a  wooden  scabbard, 
broken  into  several  pieces,  two  daggers,  and  fifteen  glass  beads, 
blue,  yellow,  and  green:  and  he  considers  it  as  being  the  tomb 
of  some  British  warrior.  Mr.  Rooke  also  considers  those  ele* 
rations,  now  called  Robin  Hood's  Hills,  as  having  a  great  re- 
semblance to  tumuli  at  a  distance,  though  on  a  nearer  approach 
they  are  found  too  large  to  have  been  the  production  of  art 
They  lie  at  the  back  of  Newstead  Abbey,  on  the  North- 
western range  of  the  forest,  between  that  and  Kirkby,  and 
form  a  curious  kind  of  amphitheatre  at  the  end  of  a  little  valley ; 

A  2  but 
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bat  though  they  have  originally  been  the  work  of  nature,  yet 
art  may  have  had  some  hand  in  producing  their  regularity  of  «tv> 
pearance  in  remote  times.  On  the  summit  of  the  highest,  there 
wan  formerly  a  seat  cut  out  of  the  solid  rock  with  a  canopy  or«v 
it,  and  called  Robin  Hood's  Chair,  though  probably  of  much 
higher  antiquity  :  this  however  was  destroyed  some  yean  ago, 
having  actually  been  taken  down  to  form  sonie  rock  work  in  the 
Park  at  Newstead  Abbey, 

In  the  western  limits  of  Worktop  Park*  there  are  also  sevofaj 
mounts  which  are  evidently  ancient  tumuli;  these  have  now 
some  very  old  oaks  growing  out  of  them,  which  add  much  to 
their  air  of  antiquity.    Of 

Roman  Antiquities — there  are  still  many  specimens  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  county.  The  great  camp  on  Holly  hill  neat 
Arnold  *  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  central  depot  of  the  Ro- 
man forces  in  this  district,  as  fjrom  it*  great  elevation*  all  the 
exploratory  camps  are  easily  distinguished  ;  at  the  same  tint* 
that  its  vicinity  to  Nottingham,  gives  great  weight  to  the  opi* 
nionofbr.  Gale,  that  this  was  the  Causeimis  of  that  military 
people* 

About  two  miles  from  Mansfield  also,  ate  still  to  be  gfcen 
some  vestiges  of  that  curious  Roman  villa,  discovered  by  Mr. 
Roeke,  and  which  will  be  more  fully  described  In  its  proper 
place.  In  various  parts  of  the  county  also,  have  been  found, 
spears,  fibulae,  and  key*  of  brass,  and  evidently  of  Roman 
workmanship ;  these  have  more  particularly  been  dug  upaboot 
Newstead,  and  between  Mansfield  and  Harlow  Wood*  Bfcsm* 
"Celts  have  also  been  found,  particularly  between  Htxgrate 

and 

•  Rooke's  Sketch  of  Sherwood  Forest  We  shah*  remark  here,  ease  ftr  aft* 
tfcat  the  various  authorities  shall  he  faithfully  given;  but  that  tbe-focraalstjf 
of  marking  quotation  will  in  general  be  dispensed  with,  as  not  only  hrrsiiag 
in  upon  the  regular  chain  of  description,  but  in  some  measure  tending  to 
aback  that  mole  of  abbVeriatfon  which  is  better  done  bj  a  general  view  of  the 
vwofifipniWK  than  by  a  distiott  o/»otition  t>om  tacn  aiicfcfc  authority. 
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**d  Rainworth  water ;  bat  these  are  perhaps  rather  of  British 
origin.  Into  this  part  of  the  question,  Major  Rooke  enters  very 
forty.  He  observes  that  antiquarians  hare  differed  much  in 
opinion  with  regard  to  their  nse ;  lor  many  of  then  have  a  loop 
on  the  side,  from  whence  it  has  been  thought  they  were  used 
by  the  Romans*  at  missile  weapons ;  but  as  on  the  other  hand, 
ttany  of  them  bate  been  found  in  the  shape  of  a  chisel,  that 
conjecture  seems  not  well  founded.  Besides,  the  edges  of  most 
of  those  that  hate  been  found,  are  notched  Sn  such  a  manner 
if  to  prove  that  they  have  been  used  for  mechanical  purposes; 
they  hare  abo  been  (bund  in  places  where  the  Romans  are  sap- 
posed  never  to  hate  penetrated  ;*  nay  they  are  found  even  at 
the  present  day  in  parts  of  Ireland  and  of  Tartary,  where  that 
nation  never  found  a  way :  the  occasional  discovery  of  them 
therefore,  near  the  best  ascertained  Roman  station*  or  high 
roads,  does  not  militate  against  the  conjecture  that  they  were 
febticated  by  the  ancient  Britons  long  before  the  Romans 
taught  them  the  use  of  iron,  though  the  Gotftftferow  might  in 
come  measure  have  adopted,  and  improved  them,  daring  their 
residence  here. 

The  Rohan  Roads  have  been  pretty  numerous  through  this 
county. 

Near  Wifloughby  on  the  Wolds,  the  ancient  Fosseway  enters 
flrom  Leicestershire,  passes  on  to  Newark,  crosses  the  Brmingc 
&rcct  from  London  to  York,  and  then  enters  Lincolnshire.  This* 
road  may  be  easily  traced  for  many  miles  along  the  wolds,  and 
it  fiteratfy  *Jb$$e,  dug  so  deep  than  an  army  might  march  along 
it,  even  now,  without  being  seen  except  by  those  on  the  very 
edge  of  the  bank.  Several  of  the  roads  through  the  wolds  cross 
it  in  different  places,  particularly  about  Owthorpe,  and  in  many 
parts  the  remains  of  the  old  pitching  with  stones  set  on  edge 
may  be  found  by  clearing  away  the  grass  and  weeds. 

A3  The 

*  The  Editor  of  these  sheets  saw  onedifcovertd  in  Worcestershire  last 
see*  near  Etojhew,  fax  Iron  any  acknowledged  traces  of  the  Romans. 
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The  Forest  tracts  also  contain  many  vestiges  of  those  mili- 
tary ways,  which  are  invariably  in  a  north-west  direction,  that 
seeming  to  have  been  their  line  of  march  through  this  district, 
and  these  are  in  many  places  accompanied  by  exploratory 
camps. 

.  One  of  these  roads  commences  at  Newark,  and  goes  through 
part  of  Southwell,  in  a  line  between  Norwood  Park  and  Kirk- 
lington ;  when  it  enters  the  forest,  we  lose  it  for  a  short  distance, 
having  evidently  been  destroyed,  nor  do  we  find  it  again  until 
it  shews  itself  in  an  elevated  ridge  near  Rainworth  water.  This 
had  been  for  wariy  centuries,  since  the  conquest, .  the  old  road 
from  Newark  to  Mansfield,  and  was  anciently  called  the  Street  ; 
a  certain  proof  of  its  Roman  origin. 

To  the  Southward  of  Mansfield*  also,  particularly  near  the 
Hut,  are  several  fragments;  which  added  to  the  amenity  of  its 
situation,  and  the  4*covery  of  the  villa,  and  of  several  Coins* 
&c.  sufficiently  pro*e  its  having  been  a  Roman  station.  There 
is  reason  to  believe  tfcaj  the 

Earls  op  Notitngham— derived  their  title,  rather  from  the 
Castle,  than  from  the  County ;  with  the  latter  however,  their 
history,  is  so  closely  connected  that  we  shall  give  it  in  this  place. 
Part  of  it  we  shall  give  from  an  ancient  MS.  *  in  the  British 
Museum  which  brings  i£  down  to  J6$4.  and  is  called 

"Catalogue  of  the  Earls  of  the  town  of  Notingham  with  a 
brief  historical  collection  of  their  loyalty,  amies,  wifesand 
deaths. 

"William  Peybrei*l  a  naturall Sonne  of  William  the  Con-, 
queror,  begotten  in  Normandy;  which  William  came  with  bis 
father  to  this  bis  conquest ;  who  having  been  brought  up  m 
military  profession,  and  one  that  the  Conqueror  could  confide 
in,  be  advanced  bin?  to  honour,  and  gave  him  his  new  built 
castle  of  Nottingham,  with  severall  lordships  within  this  coun~ 

•Harl.MSS.i041. 


tjfrf  :fTto  Vfilfeafr  with  his  Notinghamah ;  forces; was  one.  of 
tbejrhief  Conunonders  in.the  third  of  King  Stephen  again* 
tbo**j>#^fcoa*  Scots,  who  h?d  invaded  England,  so  farr  as 
Njorthtj^tartofv  yi  the  county. of  Yorkej  where  theye  received 
their  rewind,  bejng  totally  overthrown :  and  with  king  Stephen 
ia  ihe  J)attfe  of  Uo^oJne>. where  he  was  taken  prisoner,  so  that 
Maud  the  Empress,  had  seized,  on  his  castle  of  Notingham,  and 
gi*en  it  to  one  William  Paioeli:  but  k  was  recovered  again  by 
aAtra&g»n).    He  married Aveline. 

r*WiLLMW  PiVERKLLhis  sonne  and  heire  with  others  con- 
turned  which  way  to  take  away  the  life  of  Ranulpbe  Earl  of 
Chester,  which  by  poison  was  done.f  After  hearing  of  Henry, 
the  2&  fewry,  he  fled  the  Realm?,  leaving  all  his  castles  and 
hmbhipps  to  the  King's  dUpossai.  He  left  a  daughter  and 
heir**  Margaret,  who  married  about  1141 

"  WiHiAM  (Earl  op  Nottingham  in  her  right,)  and  Etrle 
of  Perrera  and  Derby*  of  whose  antiquity  and  family  you  may 
see  more  in  the  earldome  of  Derby,  forJbfat  hi*  fat  her  Mi/ed 
hmmtfl*  JSorlcJmior  de  NotJngluifi.l    This  title  next  came  to 

A  4  "Jqhv, 

*  These  amoented  to  ibtty-tight  tmdemert  bouses  in  die  (own,  and  fiftj- 
five  manors  in.  the  Shire. 

f  Tpe  circumstance*  connected  with  this  event,,  strongly  mark  the  igno- 
rant  sopersiition  of  those  timesjwhen  the  simplest  and  plainest  processes  were 
referred  10  magic;  for  the  monkish  writer  who  relates  the  story  tells  us,  that 
•  quarrel  baring  arisen  between  this  Pevtrel  and  Ranulph  de  M*ccnit  Earl  of 
Chester,  the  former  contrired  with  many  others,  by  sorcery  and  vitchcraft,  to 
kill  htm  ;  which  he  accordingly  effected  by  poinming  him ;  a  mode  so  certain, 
as  surely  notto  have  required  the  aid  either  of  sorcery  or  witchcraft  1  Hie 
perpetrator  of  this  horrible  deed,  fled  first  into  a  monastery  of  ka  own  foun- 
dation ml  Lenton,  had  his  head  shorn  like  a  Monk,  and  appeared  to  have 
taken  the  vows ;  but  be  soon  found  that  the  power  of  the  Church,  was  not 
sufficient  to  protect  him  against  a  jostly  incensed  Monarch. 

X  We  are  told  thai  he  was  a  very  pious  and  devout  man,  "  according  to  the 
maaaersof  those  times"  which  may  nave  been  one  of  the  reasons  tbat  induced 
King  Richard  Coaur  de  Lion  to  take  bis  castle  and  hononrs  from  bim,  and 
bestow  Jbcm  on  his  brother  John. 
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"Jomr,  who  was  sh-named  Sanz-tetre,  shttwnme  4f  Henry 
the  Second ;  which  John  he  made  Earle  of  Moretoft  (or  Mar* 
tayne)  and  gave  him  this  castle  and  honour  of  Nbtinghsmt, 
whom  had  before  a  castle  seated  upon  an  hill  near  to  M&rl,  in 
the  county  of  Wihsh :  (now  called  Marlebnrgh)  and  lastly  wn 
King  of  this  realm.*  After  this  it  was  granted  to  the  ancient 
family  of  the  Mowbrays;  first  to 

M  John  Moubbat,  f  97th  of  Edward  the  3d,  who  was  slam* 
in  the  Holy  Land  by  the  Turks,  anno.  XUI  of  Edw.  III.  He 
married  Elizabeth  daughter  and  heire  of  John  Lord  Segrawe 
who  assumed  the  surname  of  Segrare,  from  a  lordship  in  Lei- 
cestersh  :  their  son 

"  John  Mowbray,  created  Earle  at  the  coronatkm  of  kteg 
Richard  the  Second,  and  II.  of  his  reign.  %  He  was  one  that 
entered  Scotland,  with  his  joint  forces,  and  died  the  sua*  of 
Richard  the  3d  at  London,  without  issue  and  was  buried  theft. 

"Thomas  Mowbray  his  brother,  succeeded,  being  next 
heire,  and  was  created  Earle  of  Notingbam  by  Richard  the 
second,  the  VII  of  the  said  King's  reigne*  Heewitb  other 
Barons  entered  Scotland  with  an  army  of  Spearmen  and  Archers  ; 
and  in  the  IX  of  his  reign.  He  constituted  the  said  Thomas  Earle 
Marshall  of  England,  for  term  of  life ;  whose  loyalty  and  great 
service  for  his  King  and  countrey,  the  French  and  Spaniards 
both  knew ;  also  be  attended  king  Richard  into  Ireland,  the 
XVIII  of  his  reigne*  He  was  the  first  that  was  erer  honoured 
by  charter  with  the  office  of  Earle  Marshall.     His  first  wife 


•  On  the  return  of  Richard  from  the  Holy  Land,  John  related  to  resign  it, 
and  kept  it  in  his  own  bands  anlft  he  cane  to  the  Crown,  in  which  it  was 
merged  for  tome  time. 

t  Thit  Earl  it  not  mentioned  in  the  general  Katt.  Hit  creation,  if  fet  really 
took  place,  most  have  been  in  135*. 

t  With  thit  tpecial  dense  that  he  should  hold,  tub  honor*  femftetf,  or  at 
parcel  of  this  Earldom,  all  his  other  landt  and  postemiom.  He  mutt  hate 
entered  early  on  the  theatre  of  pablic  rife,  at  be  died  under  age,  and  his 
brother  was  only  serenleen  jean  of  age  when  created  Earl  in  Us  room. 
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i  daughter  and  beire  to  John  Lo :  Strange  of  Bkck- 
sfce  died  XXIII  of  August  VII.  of  Richard  II.  without 
1mm*  His  second  wife,  m.  Elisabeth  one  of  the  daughters  of 
Wchard  Fitsalan,  Barle  of  Arundelle.  And  the  XXIX  of 
Septem:  Anno  M.  CCCXCVII.  he  was  created  Duke  of  Nor- 
fblko  3  bat  suddenly  after  the  scales  turned  by  subtile  and  per- 
nicious counsel),  for  ambition  and  striving  for  wordly  honours 
and  promotion  is  a  ? ery  miserable  thing,  short  of  continuance 
and  hastnetfc  an  dangrous  end ;  for  in  the  XXI  of  Richard  IL 
he  had  an  irrecoverable  fall,  being  banished  out  of  this  realm 
sever  to  return  into  England.  He  died  at  Venice  in  Septem* 
the  I.  of  Hen.  IV* 

"Thomas  Mowbray  Eakle  Marshall  or  England  (his 
8on>)t  who  meeting  with  discontented  persons,  soon  laid  hold  of 
thai  opportunity ;  for  rebelliondoth  allwaies  begin  upon  revenge, 
or  ambition,  and  sinister  respect.  Such  was  bis  desperate  con- 
spiracy against  bis  lawfoll  king,  for  the  whiche  be  had  the  stroke 
of  the  axe  as  Yorhe,  anno  MCCGCV.  He  married  Constance 
owaghter  of  John  Holland  Earle  of  Huntingdon  and  Duke  of 
Exeter. 

m  Joan  MowaRAT  Eaxlb  Marshall  and  Earle  op  Notino- 
ttAH  (Us  Son  X)  bee  was  a  most  active  and  faithful  subject  to 
Mng^Henry  V.in  his  warn  in  France  with  horse  and  foot;  allso 
an  eminent  Commander  in  bis  service  in  Normandy ;  and  I 
Henry  VL  retained  by  hhn  in  those  warn,  with  one  Baneret, 
IV  Knights,  one  CXIV  military  men  armed  a  capea  pee,  and 
CCC  and  LX  archers.  For  this  his  fethfull  loyalty  he  was  re- 
stored 

•  Vaffeot  historians  give  him  hut  an  indifferent  character,  and  accuse  him 
a/  a  series  of  political  infamj,  which  teens  to  have  been  punished  even  by 
the  mem  sor  whom  be  committed  tome  of  bit  worst  deeds.- 

t  Ha  was  Earl  of  Nottingham,  bat  is  said  not  to  bare  been  Dnke  of  Nor- 
Mk.  He  was  very  joong,  on  coming  to  the  title,  and  was  prevailed  on.  ta 
join  in  the  conspiracy  of  ScrssfC  Archbisbep  of  York* 

|  He't»bjK>megtnt€*\\jc*\\e<ikT*thcTtQt}xpncodiiiiE*iL 
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store*  ^od  dignified  with  that  princely  title  of  Dukfc  of  Nonr 
felke.  He  dyd  the  XX  of  May,  VII  of  Hen.  VI  bequeath  hi* 
body  to  be  buryed  within  the  Isle  of  Axbolme :  but  died  not 
till  Oct  XI  Peary  V.  He  married  Catherine  daughter  t» 
Ralph  Nevile  Earle  of  Westmoreland, 

"John  Lord  Mowbray  succeeded  and  enjoyed  his  father's 
titles  of  rjonour,  and  in  the  XVII  of  King  Henry  the  VI  reign, 
bee  was  sent  Arnbassadour  to  treat  of  peace  betwixt  our  Knag, 
apd  the  French  King,  and  died  MCCCCLXJ  and  buried  at 
Thetford  in  Norfolke.*  He  married  Eleanor  daughter  toAViUiam 
|x>rd  Bpurchi^r. 

"John  Lord  Mowbray  (his  Son)  was  by  Henry  the  VI.- 
the  XXIV  March  created  Earle  Warrerroe  and  Surrey  :  a  per- 
son of  good  prudence,  and  put  on  the  belt  of  military  honour, 
engaging  to  serve  bis  King  \n  the  warres  of  France,  for 
one  whole  yeare.  He  died  at  Frawington  Castle,  (query 
Frarolingham)  in  Norfolke,  and  was  enterred  at  Thetford  anno 
MCCCCLXX V.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daugl^ef  of  John  Tak 
bot,  first  Earle  of  Shrewsbury  of  tfiaj  flame,  by  whom  he  bad 
Anne  sole  daughter  and  Ijeire,  but  she  died  without  issue  f 

"  Isabel  one  of  the  daughters  of  Thomas  Mowbray  Duke  of 
Norfolke  by  his  II  wife,  married  James  Lo :  Berkley  whi>  died 
at  Berkley  Castle  in  Gloucestersfr :  anno  MCCCCLXIU  and 
lyeth  buried  in  Berkley  Churph ;  to  whom  she  had  issue*    , 

"  WiiLjAtf  Berkley,}  who  received  the  order  of  Kptgai* 
hood  at  Calais :  he  was  by  King  Edw  :  IV  advanced  a  viscount; 

and 

♦  He  was  also  Justice  Itinerant  of  the  king's  forests  south  of  Trent;  and 
according  to  the  piety  of  those  days,  made  several  pilgrimages  to  Rome, 
fhe  Holy  land  he.  and  had  even  vowed  to  take  several  more;  but  in  this* he 
was  frustrated  by  the  arrest  of  Death. 

♦  It  appears  however  that  this  Lady  having  married  Richard  Duke  of  Vork, 
second  son  of  Edward  the  foorth,  he  was  thereby  entitled  to  possess  the  Eart. 
dotn.  His  murder  in  the  Tower  at  an  early  age,  prevented  any  issue ;  not 
does  he  appear  in  all  the  general  lists. 

I  He  is  sometimes  said  to  have  been  her  grandson. 
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«u»d  by  King  'Richard  created  Eaele  of  Notinohasc.  But 
after,  adhering  to  Henry  Duke  of  Buckingham,  against  King 
Richard,  he  fled  unto  Henry  Earle  of  Richmond,  who  was  after 
King,  and  constituted  Earle  Marshall  of  England,  and  after 
adfanced  to  that  princely  honour  of  a  Marquesse.  He  died 
without  issue  XIV  of  Feb:  VII  Hen.  VII.  He  married  three 
wives ;  EKzebeth  daughter  of  Reginald  West  Lord  La  Warre ; 
Jane  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Strangways  Knight ;  she  died 
1  Rich  3  ;  Anne  daughter  of  John  Fjennes,  Lord  Dacres  of  the 
South,  but  dyed  without  issue  X  Septr :  XIII  Hen.  VII.* 

."  Henry  Fitzroy,  a  natural  Son  to  King  Henry  the  Eight, 
begqtten  on  the  Lady  Talboys,  widdow,  but  daughter  of  Sir 
John  $lour)d.  Knight ;  who  was  by  his  father  the  XVI II  of  June 
in  the  XVII  yere  of  his  Raign,  made  Knight  of  that  noble  order 
of  the  Garter,  and  the  same  day  advanced  unto  that  honourable 
tjUe  of  Earle  of  Notingham  &c ;  who  with  the  rest  of  his  ho- 
nours and  dignitys  dyed  without  issue  thje  XXIV  of  July  annp 
MDXXXVJ, 

"  William  Howard,  a  collateral  branche  *  of  the  Duke  of 
Norfolke  was  by  Queen  Mary  advanced  to  a  Baron  by  the  title 
of  Lord  Howard  of  Effingham  in  the  hundred  of  Copthorne  in 
the  Com  ;  of  Surrey.  He  married  Catherine  daughter  and  co» 
heir  to  Sir  John  Broughton  of  Tuddington  in  (Com :  Bedf :  Knt 
but  had  no  issue  male;  secondly  Margaret  daughter  of  Sir 
Thomas  Gamage,  Knt.  who  had  issue  male.f 

44  Pharles  Howard,  succeeded  in  the  hpnour,  who  was  ( in 

*  Having  no  issue,  be  was  prevailed  on  by  the  politic  Henry  the  seventh,  to 
make  over  his  honours  and  estates  to  the  crown ;  by  which  means  his  brother 
Alemrkc,  against  whom  he  is  said  to  have  been  much  encaged,  for  parrying 
some  person  below  him  in  station,  was  completely  disinherited.  Maurice, 
however,  was  enabled  to  recover  some  manours  which  the  Crown  could  nut 
lay  bold  of,  bot  the  earldom  of  Nottingham  was  lost  to  the  family ,  and  lay 
dormant  for  some  years. 

t  It  does  not  appear  however,  from  other  sources  that  this  William  Howard 
over  bora  the  title  of  Nottingham. 
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his  father's  life  time)  one  of  those  rtoble  persons,  by  Qaettt! 
Elizabeth  made  ckoice  on  for  die  conducting  the  Lady  Anne  <rf 
Austria,  daughter  to  Maximilian  the  Emperor  from  Zeland  into 
Spain :  and  XXIV  April  the  XVI  of  Eliz ;  he  was  made  one  of 
the  most  noble  order  of  the  Garter,  being  then  Lord  Cham* 
berlayne  to  the  Queen.*  Hee  was  made  Lord  High  admiral! 
of  England  anno  MDLXXXVIII ;  be  was  constituted  Lieute- 
nant General  of  the  Queen's  whole  fleet  at  Sea,  against  the 
Spaniards  Armado ;  also  in  the  XXXIX  of  her  raigne  he  was 
dignified  with  the  title  of  Earle  op  Notinoh  am,  and  at  the  coro- 
nation of  King  James,  he  was  Lord  Great  Steward  of  England 
and  dyed  at  Hayling  in  Kent,  anno  MDCXXTV.  He  married 
Katherine  daughter  to  Henry  Lord  Hunsdon  (first  wife)  and  his 
second,  but  oldest  surviving  Son  by  her. 

»  Charles  Howard  succeeded."' 

Thus  Jar  says  the  MSS. — to  which  we  hate  to  add  that  he 
married  three  wives,  but  had  issue  only  by  the  last  of  them, 
Margaret  daughter  of  James  the  Scottish  Earl  of  Murray.  His 
eldest  son  James,  died  unmarried  in  his  father's  life  time,  and  his 
youngest 

Charles  Howard  succeeded  as  Earl  of  Nottingham,  but  dying 
without  issue,  the  earldom  became  extinct,  though  the  barony 
of  Effingham  went  to  the  ancestor  of  the  present  Earl  of  that 
title. 

Heneage  Finch,  baron  Finch  of  l)aventry,  was  created  earl 
of  Nottingham  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  second.  He  was  son 
and  heir  of  Heneage  Finch,  fourth  son  of  Sir  Moyle  Finch,  the 
twenty-fifth  baronet  created  by  King  James*  Sir  Moyle  had 
married  Elisabeth  only  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Heneage  KnU 
Treasurer  of  the  chamber,  vice  chamberlain  of  the  household* 
and  chancellor  of  the  dochy  of  Lancaster,  m  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  also  a  member  of  her  Privy  Council,  and  who  would 

have 

*  He  waa  Earl  twenty-ieven  yew,  and  knight  of  the  Garter  during  a  pe- 
riod of  fifty-tiro. 
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have  received  higher  honours,  had  not  his  death  prevented  iu 
Sir  Moyle  Finch  was  also  considered  as  having  further  claims 
upon  his  sovereign ;  accordingly  soon  after  his  death  bis  Widow 
was  raised  by  James  the  first  to  the  peerage,  by  the  title  of 
Viscountess  Maidstone ;  and  a  short  time  after,  in  1628,  Charles 
the  first,  gave  her  the  higher  dignity  of  Countess  of  WincheU 
sea,  in  which  the  was  succeeded  by  her  eldest  sou. 

Being  highly  esteemed  for  his  great  knowledge  of  the  laws  0/ 
England,  bewaaonthe  restoration  of  Charles  the  second,  first 
appointed  solicitor  General,  then  attorney  General,  and  soon 
after,  in  1660,  a  Baronet.  In  1673,  he  rose  to  the  dignity 
of  lord  keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  was  created  Baron  Finch,  and 
in  1675  earl  of  Nottingham.  He,  married  the  daughter  of 
Daniel  Harvey  Esq.  a  merchant  in  London,  and  had  a  nume- 
rous family.   His  eldest  son 

Daniel  second  Earl  of  Nottingham  of  that  family  succeeded, 
but  shortly  after,  the  earldom  of  Winchelsea  coming  to  him  as 
heir  to  his  great  grandmother,  the  first  Countess,though  descend- 
ed from  her  fourth  Son,  the  title  of  Nottingham  became  merged 
in  the  older  creation  of  Winchelsea,  and  is  now  enjoyed  by  the 
present  Earl  iff  Winchelsea  and  Nottingham. 
With  respect  to  the 

Estates  and  Landed  Propeety — of  this  county,  we  know 
nothing  of  them  before  the  conquest ;  soon  after  which  the 
Saxon  landholders  seem  to  have  been  completely  ousted  from 
their  lands,  which  were  then  parcelled  out  by  the  Norman 
among  his  followers,  in  various  proportions :  to  William  Pe- 
verel  he  gave  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  three  lordships ;  to 
Roger  de  Buisly,  eighty-six;  to  Walter  D'Eincourt,  thirty- 
four ;  to  Ralph  Fitz  Hubert  ten ;  to  Hugh  D'Abrincis  earl  of 
Chester,  four ;  to  Alan  earl  of  Richmond,  seven ;  to  Robert  earl 
ofMorteign  and  Cornwall,  six;  to  William  Malet,  baron  of 
Eye,  two ;  to  Henry  Ferrers  earl  of  Derby,  three ;  to  Ralph  de 
Limesi,  eight ;  to  Hugh  <h»  Grentsmesnil,  one ;  to  Goisfred  de 
Hanselin,  eighteen  :  to  Hugh  de  Say  of  Ricard's  Castle,  six ; 
9  to 
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to  Ralph  de  Burun,  eight ;  to  Tosti  Earl  of  Northuiribferlan'd,  one . 

to  Godiva  Countess  of  Mercia,  f6ur,  and  to  Algar  Earl  of  Mer- 
cian one,  being  all  that  was  led  them  out  of  their  ancient  Saxon 

possessions  in  this  county. 
Besides  these  we  find  from  Doirtesday ,  that  thfcre  were  other 

landholders  in  the  county;  these  were  the  Archbishop  of  York* 

Bishop  of  Lincoln: ;    Bishop  of  Bayeux  ;    Abbot  of  Burgh ; 

Roger  Pictavensi*;  Gilbert  de  Gand ;  Gilbert  de  Tison :  Ilbert 

de  Lad ;  Berenger  de  Todeni ;    Hugh  Fitz  Baldric ;  Osbornfe 

Fitz-richard ;  Robert  Fitz*william;  and  William  Iiostiarros,  or 

the  usher. 
To  enumerate  the  various  changes  of  property  ih  stoeceedin'g 

reigns  would  far  exceed  our  limits;  but  as  great  part  of  tne 

lands  of  this  county,  at  different  periods,  came  into  the  hands 

of  the  church,  we  shall  here  add  a  list  of  the 

RBLrorous    Foundations. — Beauvalle,  or  Pulchra  vallis  iri 

Parco  de  Gresley,  a  Carthusian  Priory,  dedicated  to  the  Hoty 

Trinity. 

Bingham  College. 

Bfythe  Benedictine  Priory;  to  the  Blessed  Virgin. 

■  Hospital ;  to  St  John  the  Evangelist. 

Bradesbusk  Hospital,  in  Gonalston  Parish ;  to  St  Mary  Mag- 
dalen* 

Broadholm  Pramonstratensian  Nunnery  ;  to  the  Virgin  Mary. 

Clifton  College  ;  to  the  Holy  Trinity. 

Feliey  Austin  Canons  ;  to  the  Virgin  Mary. 

Fiskerton  upon  Trent,  Austin  Cell;  to  the  Virgin  Wary. 

Lenton  Cluniac  Priory ;  to  the  Holy  Trinity. 

Hospital ;  to  St  Anthony. 

-    ■        White  Friars  or  Carmelites, 

Marshe  Benedictine  Cell ;  to.  St  Thomas. 

Mattersey  Gilbertine  Priory  ;  to  St.  Helen. 

Newark  Hospital;  to  St  Leonard. 

— . Hospital  belonging  to  the  Knights- Templars. 

Austin  Friars.- 

Newark 
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Newark  Observant  Priori. 

Newstead  Austin  Canons  ;  to  the  Virgin  Mary* 

Nottingham,  St.  Mar/*  Ceil. 

"  ■     ■      St.  Sepulchre's* 
College. 

■  ■  St.  Jones9 s  Hospital;  to  St  John  the  Baptise. 

■  St.  Leonardos  Hospital. 

PimHtrc*s  Hospital;  to  the  Annunciation  of  the 
Virgin.   • 

■  Grey  Friars. 
*  White  Friars. 
Moetyngton  College. 

Stafford  Cistercian  Abbey ;  to  the  Virgin  Mary. 

Shefford  Austin  Priory  ;  to  the  Virgin  Mary. 

Sibthorpe  Collegiate  Foundation. 

Southwell  College ;  to  St.  Mary. 

«  ■     ■         Hospital;  to  St.  Mary  Magdalene. 

Stoke  by  Newark  Hospital ;  to  St.  Leonard. 

Tkurgarton  Austin  Canons;  to  St  Peter. 

Ttuford  College. 

Wallingwells  Benedictine  Nuns ;  to  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary. 

Wclbeck  Prannonstratensian  Abbey ;  to  St  James. 

Worksop  or  Radford  Austin  Canons;    to  St  Mary  and  St. 

Cutbbert* 

The  various  grants  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  foundations 
which  took  place  at  the  dissolution,  will  be  recorded  under  the 
several  heads;  and  with  respect  to  the  present  occupation 
and  tenure,  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  few  estates  in  the 
county  are  above  12,0001.  per  annum,  but  tho  majority  are 
much  smaller,  so  as  to  produce  a  numerous  and  opulent  gentry, 
to  whom  most  be  added  a  most  respectable  yeomanry  occu- 
pying their  own  lands. 

Though  Nottinghamshire  beasts  the  residences  of  so  many 
•f  the  highest  orders  of  the  nobility,  yet  it  is  rather  surprising 

that 
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that,  with  the  exception  of  the  town  of  Nottingham  itself,  there 
are  so  few  others  that  have  afforded  titles  to  resident  nobles. 
The  only  places  in  the  county  which  hare  giren  titles  are, 
Mansfield,  an  Earldom  in  the  Murray  family;-  Newark,  a 
Viscounty  in  the  Meadows,  now  the  Pierrepoint  family ;  and 
Lextngtom  enjoyed  by  the  family  of  Sutton,  but  now  ex- 
tinct* 

The  Baronetcies  in  the  county  have  been  more  numerous; 
these  commenced  with  Sir  Gervase  Clifton  of  Clifton,  the  13th 
Baronet  created  by  King  James  the  first ;  Sir  John  Moly mux 
of  Teversal  and  Wellows;  Sir  Hardolph  Waatneysof  Heaton, 
now  extinct ;  Sir  Thomas  Williamson  of  East  Markham,  extinct ; 
Sir  Edward  Golding  of  Colston  Basset,  extinct;  Sir  Wilham 
Wi  I  lough  by  of  Willougbby,  extinct;  Sir  Francis  Leeke  of 
Newark  upon  Trent,  extinct ;  Sir  Edward  Neville  of  Grove, 
extinct;  Sir  Francis  Willoughby  of  Wullaton,  now  merged  in 
the  peerage;  Sir  Thomas  Parkins  of  Bunney,  extinet;  Sir 
George  Smith  of  Nottingham  and  East  Stoke,  now  Smith  Brom- 
ley ;  Sir  Samuel  Gordon  of  Newark  upon  Trent,  extinct;  Sir 
Richard  Sutton  of  Norwood  Park;  Sir  Richard  Heron  of  New- 
ark ;  and  Sir  John  Borlase  Warren  of  Stapleford  Hall. 

When  the  order  of  the  Knights  of  the  Royal  Oak  was  in 
contemplation  after  the  restoration  of  Charles  the  Second,  the 
names  of  the  following  gentlemen  were  on  the  list  for  that 
honour;  Cecil  Cooper  of  Thurgarton,  John  Palmer,  John 
Whaley,  John  Eyre  of  Mansfield  Woodhouse,  John  Middleton, 
Esqrs,  and  Sir  John  Curson,  KnU  ancestor  of  the  present 
Scarsdale  family. 

The  present  state  of  landed  property  and  of  residence,  will 
be  fully  shewn  by  the  following  list  of  the 

SEATS  OF  THE  NOBILITY  AND  GENTRY. 
Bunney,  Lord  Rancliffe. 

Ctumber  Park,  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

Comoch 

•  Langir  in  the  S.  E.  part  of  the  coetity  does  not  come  exactly  within 
this  description ;  the  title  in  \&*  patent i»  Vitcquat  Howe,  of  Langar. 
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Costock,  Lord  RancliflTe. 

Holme  Pierpoiru,  EarlManvers. 

Langar,  Baroness  Howe. 

Ncwstcad  Abbey,  Lord  Byron. 

Serlby  Hall,  Viscount  Galway  * 

Thoresby  Park,  Earl  Manvers. 

Welbcck  Abbey,  Dnke  of  Portland* 

Wollaton  Hall,  Lord  Middleton. 

Worktop  Manor,  Duke  of  Norfolk. 

Carlton  Hall,  Sir  WiHiam  Earl  Welby,  Bart* 

Clifton  Grove,  Sir  Gervas  Clifton,  Bart. 

East  Stoke  near  Newark,  Sir  George  Smith  Bromley,  Bart, 

Mansfield  Woodhouse,  Sir  William  Boothby,  Bart* 

Norwood  Park,  near  Southwell,  Sir  Richard  Sutton,  Bart. 

Stapleford  Hall,  Right  Hon.  Sir  J.  B.  Warren,  K.  R  Bart. 

Wellow,  near  Oiler  ton,  Sir  Francis  Molyneux,  Bart* 

Awsesley  Hall,  John  Musters  Chaworth,  Esq. 

Annesley,  William  Chaworth,  Esq. 

Apsley,  E.  Willoughby,  Esq. 

Babworth,  Hon.  J.  Bcidgeman  Simpson. 

• >  Rot.  Archdeacon  Eyre. 

Beesthorp  Hall,  Thomas  Bristow,  Esq. 
Berry  Hill,  near  Mansfield,  T.  Walker,  Esq. 
Blythe  Hall,  a  seat  of  the  Mellish  family. 
Bfythe,  near  to,  seat  of  Joshua  Walker,  Esq* 
Bramcote  House,  John  Longden,  Esq. 
Brook  Hill,  near  Mansfield,  Rev.  D'Ewes  Coke* 
Broughton  Upper,  seat  near  to,  F.  Morris,  Esq. 
Carlton,  near  Worksop,  W.  Ramsden,  Esq. 
Ckihoell,  William  Charlton,  Esq. 
Cockglade,  near  Carborton,  Dr.  Aldricli. 
Coddington,  near  Newark,  S.  C.  Colclough,  Esq, 
Colston  Basset,  seat  near  to,  Samuel  Wright,  Esq. 

B  Colwick 

•  There  is  a  very  titndtome  sett  of  lady  Galway.  clot*  to  the  townef 
Bnwtiy,  and  which  we  believe  it  within  the  limit*  of  thk  county. 
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Cohoick  Hall,  John  Musters,  Esq. 

«-» ,  near  to,  seat  of  General  Listen 

Cromwell,  Joseph  Pockiington,  Esq. 
Edwinstow,  Hon.  R.  L.  Saville. 

,  near  to,  seat  of  Dr.  O&kes. 

,  near  to,  seat  of  Boothby,  Esq* 

,  near  to,  seat  of  Mills,  Esq. 
Forest  Lodge,  near  Papplewick,  J.  Cope,  Esq> 
Fliniham  Hall,  Col.  Thoroton. 
Gedling  House,  William  Elliot  Elliott,  Esq. 
Grove,  Anthony  Hardolph  Eyre,  Esq*  M.  P# 
Hurgartom  Hall,  Q,  D.  L.  Gregory,  Esq* 
Kelkam  House,  John  Manners.  Sutton,  Esq. 
Kirklington  HaU*  neat  Southwell,  Mrs*  WhethamY 
Longford  House,  near  Newark,  Chaplin,  Esq* 
Langold,  near  Worksop,  J.  G.  Knight,  Esq* 
Lemon  Grove,  Francis  Etans,  Esq. 
Lento*  Priory,  William  Stretton,  Esq. 
Mapperley,  Ichabod  Wright,  Esq. 
Muskham  House,  Joseph  Pockiington,  Esq. 
Muskham  South,  near  to,  seat  of  W.  D.  Rastell,  Esq; 
tfettleworth,  near  Mansfield*  Edward  Grea?ce>  Esq. 
Norwood  Park,  Thomas  Wright,  Esq.* 
Nuttall  Temple,  Hon.  Henry  Sedley. 
Otbcrton,  near  Retford,  Francis  Ferrari  Foljambe,  Eso> 
Ossington  Hall,  near  Tuxford,  JohaBanJsacv  Esq.  M.  P. 
Owthorpe,  MissRensbaw. 
Plumtree,  William  Ha) lam,  Esq. 
Pappkwick,  Right  Hon.  Frederic  Montagtt*. 
Parlchall  nezr  Mansfield,  It  Bardon,  Esq.f 
Ranby  Hall,  Hugh  Blaydes,  Esq. 
Ratctije  Lodge,  Thomas  Boalton,  Esq. 
RedhiU,  John  Chamberlain,  Esq. 

Bempstowj 

9  He-is  we  believe  only  the  occvpant. 
t  Col.  Hall  is,  or  was,  the  occupant  of  this  scat. 
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kempstori,  seat  near  to,  J.  Goodere,  Esq. 

,  seat  near  to,  W.  Gregory  Williams,  Esq. 
Ruddingtdn,  William'  Ford  Rawson,  Esq. 
Rufford  Abbey,  Hon.  and  Revd.  J.  Lumley  SaviTle. 
Scofton  near  Babworth,  R.  Sutton,  Esq. 
Skerwood  Hall,  near  Mansfield,  Col.  Kellet. 
Sherwood  Lodge,  Henry  Cooper,  Esq.* 
Skirewood  Hall,  John  Need,  Esq;. 
Skirt  Oak,  near  to  Gateford,  J.  Hewett,  Esq. 
Skegby,  seat  near  to,  Thomas  Lindley,  Esq. 
Staunton  Hall,  Rev.  J.  Staunton,  D.D. 
Stanford  Hill,  Charles  Vere  Dashtarood,  Esq. 
Strelley,  Thomas  Webbe,  Esq. 
Syerston,  George  Fillingtam,  Esq. 
Tkomey,  George  Neville,  Esq. 
Tkrumpton,  J.  W.  Emmerton,  Esq. 
Thurgarton,  John  ^fettle,  Esq. 
Tollerton  Hall,  Pendock  Neale  Barty,  Esq. 
Valleyfield  near  Sneinton,  Charles  irfellor,  Esq. 
Walling  Well$,  William  White,  Esq. 
Watnall,  near  to,  seat  of  —  —  Rolleston,  Esq. 
Whighay  near  Anncsley,  W.  Chaworth,  Esq. 
Wigtkorpe  near  Carlton  N.  W.«— R.  Kentish,  Esq. 
Witford  House,  John  Smith  Wright,  Esq. 
Winckbourne  near  Southwell.  P.  Pegge  Burnell,  Esq. 
Wmthorpe  Hall  near  Muskham.  R.  PockKtfgton,  Esq. 
Wiseton  Hall,  Jonathan  Aclom,  Esq. 
Wivertoh  Hall,  near  Bingham* 

Ha? ing  thu«r  taken  a  general  ?ieW  of  the  past  and  present 
tote  of  Landed  Property,  it  remains  for  us  to  glance  slightly 
at  the  present  state  of  the  County  in  other  respects,  and  shall 
therefore  begin  with  its 

C?n*ATE_whrth  is  by  all  writers,  even  of  the  earliest  date* 
tonsidered  at  mnob  drier  than  that  of  most  of  the  other  neigh* 

B  §  bowing 
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bouring  counties,  or  indeed  than  the  kingdom  in  general.  By  a 
comparison  of  different  years,  and  different  places,  this  opinion 
has  met  with  a  considerable  degree  of  confirmation  sufficient  to 
establish  it  as  a  general  meteorological  fact.  In  the  year 
1794,  the  quantity  of  rain  which  fell  at  West  Bridgeford  was 
only  twenty  six  inches  and  a  quarter;  in  1795,  it  was  twenty 
four  and  three  quarters;  and  in  1796,  only  eighteen  inches.* 

Mr.  Lowe,  in  his  agricultural  survey,  has  accounted  for  this 
upon  very  rational  grounds,  conceiving  that  although  the 
greatest  rains  come  with  the  Easterly  winds,  from  the  German 
ocean,  yet  the  surcharged  clouds  being  attracted  powerfully 
by  the  mountains  of  Derbyshire,  pass  over  this  county  too  quick- 
ly to  deposit  much  of  their  moisture,  whilst  on  the  other  hand 
the  clouds  from  the  western  ocean  nnd  Irish  channel  are  at- 
tracted and  broken  by  the  Derbyshire  and  Yorkshire  moun- 
tains, before  they  arrive  at  this  level  district. 

This  general  dryness  is  considered  as  favourable  to  the  tem- 
perature of  the  County,  so  as  to  bring  it  nearly  upon  a  par  with 
respect  to  seed  time  and  harvest,  with  the  more  southern  comi- 
ties.   The 

Soil  and  Surface.— Of  Nottinghamshire  are  considered  by 
Thoroton  as  "generally  of  the  most  fertile  in  England  (except 
a  part  of  the  forest  of  Sherwood  which  was  the  most  pleasant* 
but  by  the  abominable  destruction  of  woods  is  now  much  other- 
wise)  and  likewise  some  of  that  which  borders  upon  Derbyshire, 
part  whereof  affords  most  excellent  coals.0  The  fact  is,  that 
this  is  not  properly  a  level,  but  a  champaign  country,  having 
a  general  inequality  of  surface,  seldom  rising  to  the  altitude  of 
a  hill,  but  sufficiently  broken  to  avoid  the  sameness  resulting 
from  a  <)ead  flat,  and  also  presenting  a  considerable  variety  of 
surface  which  the  attentive  agriculturist  will  know  how  to  ap- 
preciatet 

~  The 


t  It  is  remarkable,  however,  that  the  corresponding  quantities  i»  the  i 
polls  were  only  *SJ,  and  18  inches  in  1794—95,  whilst  in  Lancashire  it 
amounted  to  sixty- nine  inches  and  a  boll ! 
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Hie  general  division  of  the  soil  is  now  into  sand  or  gravel; 
dtp  ;  limestone  and  coal  land :  and  the  first  of  these  has  again 
been  subdivided  into  the  forest  country  and  borders  extending 
about  thirty  miles  in  length,  and  from  seven  to  ten  in  breadth  ; 
the  Trent  bank  district ;  and  the  tongue  of  land  beyond,  or  east  of 
Trent,  running  into  Lincolnshire. 

The  Trent  bank  district  accompanies  the  river  through  its 
whole  course  in  the  county,  as  far  as  Sutton  upon  Trent,  and  is 
in  some  places  not  more  than  a  mile  in  breadth,  and  never  more 
than  five:  it  is  in  general  a  mellow  vegetable  mould  on  a  bottom 
of  sand  or  gravel,  which  sometimes  shew  themselves  on  the 
surface.  The  south-western  district  also  on  the  banks  of  the 
Soar  is  included  in  this. 

The  district  east  of  Trent,  is  generally  a  poor  land,  and  being 
subject  to  floods,  is  much  incommoded  by  low  moors,  which  it 
ii  to  be  hoped  the  present  system  of  improvement  by  draining 
will  soon  remove. 

The  clay  district  is  again  divided  into  the  north  and  south 
clays:  The  first  of  these  is  extremely  fertile,  much  more  so 
indeed  than  its  name  would  seem  to  imply,  arising  from  a  con- 
siderable mixture  of  sand  that  renders  it  more  friable  and  of 
course  more  easily  susceptible  of  agricultural  labour  than  cold 
clay  lands  in  general.  In  the  more  northern  part  it  is  agreea- 
bly diversified  with  hill  and  dale,  whilst  its  bold  promontories  ris- 
ing abruptly  from  the  dead  level  of  Misson  Car,  and  its  con- 
tinuation into  Lincolnshire  appear  evidently  to  have  been  at 
some  very  remote  period  the  boundaries  to  an  ocean  which 
must  once  have  flowed  over  what  is  now  a  scene  of  rich  culti- 
vation. It  is  impossible  for  any  person  to  contemplate  the  view 
from  Gringley  on  the  Hill  without  drawing  this  conclusion,  and 
it  appears  even  more  evident  when  these  hills  are  viewed  from 
below,  particularly  on  the  road  from  Bawtry  towards  Retford, 
when  they  have  all  the  semblance  of  Islands  rising  from  the 
bosom  of  the  ocean ;  their  abrupt  cliffs  being  to  the  northward, 

B  3  whilst 
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whilst  on  the  other  side  tjiey  sink  gradually  into  thegen^faj 
line  of  the  county. v 

The  south  clay  district  is  by  no  means  so  extensive  as  the 
north ;  it  includes  the  Vale  qfBelvqir,  which  presents  a  scene  of 
cultivation  perhaps  equal  to  any  other  in  the  kipgdom ;  also 
the  would*,  which  are  a  range  of  tyigh  bleak  hills,  in  many  parts 
uninclosed,  but  now  in  a  state  of  progressive  improvement,  par- 
ticularly by  planting,  for  which  they  seem  well  calculated. 

The  lime  and  coal  districts  lie  on  tjie  ypry  western  verge  of 
the  county,  beginning  about  $hirc  Oaks,  and  extending  to  thq 
southward  as  far  as  the  Trent.  The  coal  begins  n^ar  Mans- 
field :  and  it  is  a,  curious  fact  that  the  limestone  is  precisely 
bounded  by  the.  river  Lene,  to  the  eastward  of  which  it  isno| 
to  be  found.    The 

Produce  of  this  county  is  fully  equal  in  quantity  to  the. 
regular  proportion  that  might  be  expected,  but  we  have  not 
been  able  to  procure  any  thing  like  an  estimate  either  of  its 
annual  quantity  or  value.  In  such  a  diversify  of  soil,  the  agri- 
culturist has  an  opportunity  of  cultivating  every  species  of 
grain,  nor  do  his  cares  go  unrewarded  ;  but  we  have  not  bpen 
able  to  ascertain  any  leading  facts  not  generally  known.  TherQ 
is  however  one  species  of  grain  whose  culture  Mr.  Lowe  in  his 
survey  believes  to  be  peculiar  to  this  county.  These  are  called 
Skegs,  and  yield  a  crop  double  in  quantity  to  apy  other  species 
of  oats,  but  only  equal  in  weight.  The  great  advantage  result* 
ing  from  their  cultivation  is,  that  they  will  grow  where  nothing 
else  will ;  and  as  they  yield  a  sweet  nourishing  food,  the  far* 
mers,  though  they  seldom  bring  them  to  market,  raise  them  in, 
considerable  quantities,  particularly  in  the  north -western  part 
of  the  county,  for  their  own  use,  giving  them  to  their  horses, 
in  the  straw.  In  the  agricultural  survey,  they  are  stated  to  be 
the*  A  vena  stipiformis?  of  Linnaeus,  and  defined  scientifically 
as  "  pannicled,  calyxes  two-flowered,  awns  twice  as  long  as 
the  seed,  culm  branchy,  stipe  form/1  That  they  might  be  in- 
troduce^ 
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arodnced  with  success  into  other  places,  is  evident  from  the 
feet,  that  here  they  are  sown  on  the  worst  land ;  sometimes 
on  a  lea,  sometimes  after  turnips,  often  taken  as  a  last  crop. 
Their  produce  on  bad  land  amounts  in  general  to  about  four 
quarters  per  acre,  equal  in  value  to  about  two  thirds  the  same 
quantity  of  oats;  nor  are  they  unprofitable  on  good  land,  as 
they  have  been  known  to  produce  fourteen  or  fifteen  quarters ; 
bat  their  great  advantage  is  that  they  will  produce  a  considera] 
hie  quantity  of  sweet  nutritious  green  food  for  horses,  and  tha 
they  will  do  this  on  the  worst  land  where  nothing  else  will 


Hop*  are  an  article  of  considerable  cultivation  in  the  central 
part  of  the  county  about  Ollerton,  and  indeed  in  most  parts  of 
die  north  cl*y.  Their  cultivation  is  not  however  considered  as 
an  increasing  one;  for  though  they  are  much  stronger  than  the 
Kentish  hops,  in  a  proportion  of  nearly  two  to  one,  yet  their 
fiavoor  is  by  no  means  so  mild  and  agreeable,  which  of  course 
operates  against  them  in  the  market. 

It  is  thought  that  this  county  is  favourably  situated  for  the 
cultivation  of  orchards,  as  much  of  the  soil  is  a  red  marly  loam 
with  blue  veins,  similar  to  the  orchard  districts  of  Worcester- 
shire  and  Herefordshire.  There  are  indeed  in  the  north  clay 
many  orchards  both  of  apples  and  pears,  but  not  in  sufficient 
quantities  to  render  the  making  of  cyder  or  perry  an  object  of 
agricultural  attention ;  particularly  as  the  ready  sale  at  Mans- 
field market  to  the  dealers  who  supply  the  whole  mountainous 
district  of  Derbyshire,  is  sufficient  to  carry  off  any  quantity  of 
the  fruit  that  may  be  raised. 

Weld,  sometimes  called  the  dyer's  weed,  is  an  article  of  par- 
tial cultivation  about  Scrooby,  and  other  places  in  the  northern 
district,  and  has  this  advantage  that  it  does  not  occupy  much 
ground,  being  sown  with  other  crops,  either  barley  or  clover. 
In  a  favourable  season,  it  has  been  known  to  yield  half  a  ton 

B  4  ♦  per 

*  Mora  on  this  subject  may  be  seen  in  Lowe's  survey  of  the  coonlj. 
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per  acre ;  but  its  price  is  too  variable  for  the  farmer  to  depend 
much  upon  its  culture,  being  sometimes  as  low  as  6/.  and  at 
others  rising  to  34/.  per  ton. 

It  may  be  observed  with  propriety,  that  notwithstanding  all 
that  has  been  said  in  favour  of  large  farms,  yet  the  system  of 
occupation  in  this  county,  is  a  proof  that  they  are  far  from 
being  absolutely  necessary,  at  least  beyond  a  certain  extent. 
It  may  be  true  indeed,  that  if  very  large  farms  had  never  ex* 
is  ted,  many  of  our  present  improvements  would  never  bare 
been  thought  of;  but  eyen  granting  this,  it  is  still  pleasant  to 
see  a  whole  county,  populous  in  proportion  to  the  extent  an4 
nature  of  its  soil,  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  intersected  by 
good  roads,  and  inhabited  by  a  respectable  yeomanry  and 
leasehold  formers,  well  lodged  and  comfortably  situated ;  and 
all  this,  where  yery  few  farms  exceed  30Q/.  per  annum ;  where 
more  farms  are  below  than  above  100/. ;  smd  many,  in  the  clay 
district,  as  low  as  twenty.  By  this  equal  division,  it  is  easy  to 
Conceive  how  many  families  are  living  in  honest  respectability; 
and  though  they  may  be  considered  as  in  a  state  of  poverty  on 
the  smallest  farms,  yet  it  is  not  a  styte  pf  poverty  which  will 
send  their  occupants  to  the  workhouse  for  relief*  as  would  in* 
fallibly  have  been  the  case  had  twenty  or  thirty  of  these  little 
spots  been  consolia>ted  into  one,  and  their  hapless  tenants  ob- 
liged to  perform  as  servile  drudgery,  as  that  which  now  forms 
the  cheerful  labour  of  themselves  and  families,  and  is  a  powerful 
stimulus  to  their  industry. 

A  liberal  spirit  of  improvement  too  seems  to  pervade  mil 
classes,  each  in  proportion  to  his  means,  trying  and  adopting 
tbe  modern  discoveries  of  other  districts ;  and  the  beneficial  ef- 
fects of  this  spirit,  which  has  been  much  aided  both  by  the  pre* 
cept  and  example  of  many  of.  the  resident  gentry,  is  evident 
over  the  whole  face  of  the  county.  Much  of  this  state  of  im- 
provement, resulting  from  a  more  equal  diffusion  of  occupancy 
may  be  supposed  to  proceed  from  tfye 

Tenures 
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Tenures— which  of  course  are  in  all  the  variety  of  freehold, 
copyhold,  and  leasehold,  and  there  is  also  a  considerable  quan* 
tity  of  church  and  collegiate  lands ;  the  church  of  Southwell, 
and  the  archbishopric  of  York,  being  still,  as  formerly,  consi- 
derable landholders,  whilst  some  of  the  ancient  priory  lands  are 
now  in  possession  of  the  universities. 

The  freeholds,  indeed,  are  more  extensive  than  numerous; 
and  with  respect  to  the  copyholds,  a  great  proportion  of  the 
smallest  ones  are  "Borough  English,"  and  descend  to  th* 
youngest  son.* 

The  immediate  occupants  of  the  soil,  however,  are  mostly  ten* 
ants  at  will,  and  as  their  farms  in  many  instances  have  thus 
gone  through  several  generations,  they  feel  a  kind  of  heredi- 
tary security  that  prompts  them  to  the  same  course  of  improve* 
»ent  as  if  they  were  secured  by  leases. 

The  Rents  indeed,  according  to  the  modern  system,  have 
been  in  many  instances  raised  in  a  most  extraordinary  propor- 
tion, even  on  the  leasehold  lands,  though  perhaps  not  far  be- 
yond the  limits  of  strict  propriety  ;  we  have  heard,  however,  of 
some  instances,  particularly  on  the  banks  of  Trent  where  they 
have  been  raised  in  a  proportion  of  three  to  one  !  and  that  un- 
der circumstances  which  left  the  farmer  no  choice  between  ac- 
ceptance and  dismission.  If,  with  such  an  extraordinary  rise, 
the  former  is  still  able  to  live  and  pay  his  rent,  it  is  indeed  evi- 
dent that  the  landholder  might  have  doubled  his  rents  without 
any  injury  to  the  farmer,  and  with  a  just  regard  to  his  own 
rights;  but  we  cannot  help  fearing  that  a  rise  to  such  an  extent 
must  be  immediately  detrimental  to  the  occupant,  and  ultimate- 
ly so  to  the  landholder,  unless  it  produces  a  more  spirited  mode 
of  culture,  and  perhaps  brings  a  considerable  part  of  the  land 
under  the  plough.,  that  would  otherwise  have  kin  in  a  com- 
paratively 

*  Tbe  origin  of  this  part  of  our  common  law  it  completely  in  vol  red  in 
mystery*  but  it  soppoced  to  have  arisen  from  tbe  ancient  system  of  ratsalage, 
which  gave  tbe  lard  certain  rights  over  his  rassaff  brid$t  thus  rendering  Uk 
legitimacy  of  the  tldett  born  uncertain. 
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paratively  idle  state.  Should  that  prore  to  be  the  case,  then 
indeed  the  public  at  large  must  benefit  from  it,  and  the  extraor* 
binary  rise  need  no  longer  be  considered  as  an  eril ;  but  tins 
can  only  be  determined  by  the  result  of  the  experiment. 

In  this  county,  also,  the  farmer  we  understand  has  many  ad* 
vantages  in  the  article  of  tythes ;  for  most  of  the  lands,  origin 
nally  church  lands,  are  tythe  free ;  whilst  in  other  parts  of  the 
county ,  compositions  are  generally  made,  and  that  at  a  much 
lower  rate,  than  a  surveyor  would  be  apt  to  value  them  at. 

Before  we  dismiss  this  part  of  the  subject  it  will  not  be  irrelev 
vant  to  notice  two  curious  agricultural  facts,  m  some  measure 
peculiar  to  this  county.  Mr.  Lowe  in  his  surrey  tells  us  that  in 
the  forest  district,  the  land  being  of  a  convertible  nature,  very 
little  now  remains  permanently  in  grass,  except  in  the  bottoms 
near  rivers  or  brooks  for- meadow,  anil  homesteads  about  farm 
houses  for  convenience ;  but  formerly  there  was  always  about 
each  forest  village  a  small  quantity  of  inclosed  land  in  tillage  or 
pasture,  the  rest  lay  open,  common  to  the  sfreep  and  cattle  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  the  King's  deer. 

With  respect  to  forest  breaks,  he  observes,  that  it  has  been  an, 
immemorial  custom  for  the  inhabitants  of  townships  to  take  op 
breaks,  or  temporary  inclosures  of  more  or  less  extent,  perhaps 
from  forty  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  and  keep  them  in 
tillage  for  five  or  six  years.  For  this  the  permission  of  the  Lord 
•f  the  manor,  however,  is  necessary,  and  two  verdurers  must 
inspect,  who  report  to  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  in  Eyre,  that  it 
is  not  to  the  prejudice  of  the  king  or  subject ;  and  they  are  at 
the  same  time  to  see  that  she  fences  are  not  such  as  to  exclude  the 
Deer.    The 

MrNERALOGY  of  Nottinghamshire,  has  nothing  particularly 
worthy  of  attention.  We  have  already  mentioned  the  article 
of  coals  in  the  western  part  of  the  county ;  these  are  be- 
coming very  valuable  to  their  proprietors  from  the  increased 
sale  arising  from  the  facilities  of  water  carriage,  and  as  they 

are 
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|ic  bomt  both  cheap  and  plentiful,  the  encouragement  to  lime- 
burning  will  naturally  increase  to  the  manifest  improvement  of 
agriculture.  The  county  is  not  deficient  in  $umc  of  various 
kinds.  Very  extensive  quarries  of  a  reddish  stone,  in  immense 
blocks,  are  now  in  full  work  near  Mansfield,  and  there  is  a 
quarry  near  Mansfield  Woodhouse  now  worked  for  the  purposes 
of  burning  as  lime,  but  which  i*  so  extremely  beautiful,  of  a 
light  cream  colour  close  in  the  grain,  and  extremely  hard, 
that  it  would  be  highly  valuable  for  ornamental  building,  were 
it  not  that  its  extreme  hardness  would  raise  its  price  far  beyond 
tl)at  of  Portland  stone* 

A  good  bluish  stone,  fit  for  building  purposes,  has  been  for 
a  lopg  time,  dug  up  at  Maplebeck ;  Newark  bridge  is  built  of 
it,  and  it  appears  to  improve  from  exposure  to  the  weather. 
But  there  is  no  county  in  the  kingdom  which  produces  such  a 
Quantity,  and  at  the  same  time  such  a  variety  of  gypsum,  ala* 
bastcr,  or  plaster  as  it  is  commonly  called  here.  The  pits  at 
jGotham,  Beacon  hill*  &c.  will  be  spoken  of  under  their  proper 
heads. 

.  Marie,  it  is  supposed,  might  be  found  in  considerable  quantities 
for  agricultural  purposes,  if  that  mode  of  dressing  land  was 
once  introduced ;  such  veins  of  it  as  have  been  opened  by 
Chance,  are  found  to  be  highly  calcareous,  and  might,  under 
judicious  management,  be  rendered  highly  beneficial  There 
is  no  county  in  England,  of  a  champaign  surface,  which  is  we* 
tered  with  a  greater  variety  of 

Rtvtms,  affording  it  all  the  advantages  of  navigation  for 
commercial,  and  of  irrigation  for  agricultural  purposes.  The 
principal  of  these  is  the 

Tsent  ;  respecting  the  origin  of  whose  name,  a  variety  of 
conjectures  have  been  started.  Its  present  name  is  known,  or 
supposed,  not  to  be  older  than  the  Saxon  times,  and  antiquaries 
have  been  much  puzzled  at  its  not  being  mentioned  by  name 
by  any  of  the  Roman  writers ;  in  fact  neither  by  Ptolemy, 

Strabo, 
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Strabo,  nor  even  in  the  Itinerary.  A  fanciful  idea  had  indeed' 
originated  from  the  brain  of  some  monk,  of  its  receiving- 
thirty  tributary  streams,  being  therefore  called  Triginta,  and 
that  being  chapged  into  Trentc  in  the  Norman  French ;  but 
this  is  too  flimsy  even  to  require  refutation.  That  a  river 
of  such  magnitude,  should  not  hare  received  a  name  from  the 
Romans  is  incredible  ;  and  it  may  naturally  be  supposed,  what- 
ever that  name  was,  that  some  remains  of  it  should  be  in  the 
present  appellation.  The  happiest  gness  of  this  kind  may  be 
seen  in  the  thirtieth  volume  of  the  Gentleman's  Magazine, 
page  65,  where  a  very  ingenious  writer  observes,  that  we  find 
m  a  note  of  the  Grammarian  Servius  upon  Virgil,  that  the  Tiber 
in  one  part  of  the  city  of  Rome  had  the  name  of  "  Terentum,,r 
in  consequence  of  its  wearing  its  banks  from  the  rapidity  of  its 
course—"  eo  quod  ripas  tern/'— Now  supposing  this  to  be  tree, 
and  that  the  Romans  might  probably  enough  have  given  the 
name  of  their  favourite  river,  (as  our  modern  discoverers  have 
done  in  several  instances)  to  this  one,  whose  beauty  they  could 
not  fail  to  be  struck  with,  for  it  is  not  likely  they  would  have 
left  it  without  a  name,  then  the  etymology  of  its  present  ap- 
pellation would  be  simple  and  unforced. 

Another  idea  has  also  been  started  on  the  ground  of  looking 
for  its  etymology  in  the  ancient  Roman  name,  for  there  is 
another  word  in  the  Latin  language,  which  is  as  good  a  word 
for  conjecture,  and  comes  even  nearer  to  it  in  sound ;  this  is 
Tridenium,  or  Tridenta,  from  which  Trent,  or  Treoni  as  in  the 
Saxon,  might  easily  be  deduced. 

These  indeed  are  only  conjectures ;  but  its  real  Roman  name; 
which  however  has  no  similarity  whatever  with  its  present  ap- 
pellation, may  perhaps  be  traced  by  the  consideration,  that 
although  it  had  been  the  general  supposition  of  antiquaries  that 
the  Roman  name  of  the  Humber  was  Abns>  yet  IXwtor  Gale 
seems  to  have  been  rather  fortunate  in  his  conjecture,  that  its 
real  name  was  Urus,  of  which  there  are  .still  some  vestiges  in 
the  names  of  Isurium,  and  Eburacum  the  modern  York :  the 

question, 
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question  then  naturally  arises,  to  what  river  did  they  give  the 
name  of  Abus  ?  why  to  the  Trent,  says  our  etymologist,  and  even 
of  this  there  is  a  vestige  in  Appisthorpe,  or  Abusthorpr,  the 
town  on  the  Abus  aear  Liltleborougb*  the  Agclooum  of  the 
Romans. 

This  is  certainly  a  conjecture  which,  on  a  minute  investi- 
gation, may  appear  to  be  well  founded ;  and  is  at  least  well  de- 
ter ving  the  notice  of  antiquaries. 

The  river  itself  has  been  considered  of  high  importance  at 
early  as  the  Conquest ;  for  k  is  recorded  in  Domesday-book, 
that  "  in  Snotingbam,  the  water  of  Trent  and  the  fosse  and  the 
way  towards  York,  were  kept  so,  that  if  any  should  hinder 
the  postage  qf  boats,  and  if  any  should  plow  or  make  a  ditch  on 
the  King's  way,  within  two  perches,  he  should  make  amends 
by  Eight  pounds."  - 

It  ranks  as  the  fourth  capital  river  in  England,  being  only 
surpassed  by  the  Thames,  Severn,  and  Humber :  and  though 
most  certainly  not  the  largest,  yet  it  may  be  said  to  run  the 
longest  course  of  any,  from  its  rising  nearer  to  the  west  side  of 
the  kingdom  than  any  of  the  others. 

It  rises  near  Biddulph  in  the  Moorlands  of  Staffordshire,  re- 
ceiving from  Cheshire  and  Lancashire,  even  whilst  near  its 
head,  a  number  of  small  rivulets,  which  have  been  said  to 
amount  to  Thirty  and  thence  its  name ;  but  this  is  futile,  for  the 
Saxon  name  of  Treonta  was  given,  long  before  the  introduction  of 
the  Norman  French  into  this  country.  It  soon  becomes  a  pretty 
large  river,  coming  down  from  the  hills  with  a  very  rapid  current, 
and  being  augmented  in  the  flat  country  by  the  accession  of  other 
rivers,  it  flows  past  Trenthara  to  which  it  gives  a  name,  and 
from  thence  Burton  in  Derbyshire,  when  it  first  becomes  navi- 
gable. It  soon  after  enters  Nottinghamshire  near  KadclUTe- 
upon-Soar  in  a  clear  stream,  and  bold  rapid  current;  thence 
flawing  past  the  groves  of  Clifton,  it  winds  round  the  town  of 
Nottingham,  giving  fertility  to  an  immense  range  of  meadows, 
bounded  by  villas,  villages,  and  comfortable  farms,  in  some 

placet 
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places  sweeping  over  fertile  plains,  in  others  reflecting  on  its 
glossy  surface,  high  swelling  knolls,  and  green  feathered  cliff* 
that  add  to  the  sublimity  of .  the  scene.  Its  scenery  round 
Holme  Pierpoint  and  Radclifle  is  pleasing  in  the  extreme;  it 
then  proceeds  with  rather  a  tortuous  course  through  a  highly 
cultivated  country  towards  Newark,  where  it  suddenly  takes  a 
bend  toward  the  North,  and  pursues  that  rbute  as  far  as  Clifton,* 
-npon-Trent,  where  it  becomes  the  boundary  between  Notting- 
ham and  Lincolnshire,  and  passes  Gainsborough,  but  does  not 
leave  that  county  until  it  reaches  Heck  Dyke,  from  whence  hr 
proceeds,  after  a  course  of  near  two  hundred  miles,  t»  the' 
Homber. 

At  Gainsborough/  about  eight  miles'  before  its  leaving  thtf* 
county,  it  loses  the  influence  of  the  tide  which  flows  up  so' 
far,  and  is  no  longer  navigable  for  vessels  of  any  great  burthen; 
but  vessels  of  a  flatter  construction  are  constantly  occupied  in: 
ft  as  high  up  as  Burton,  its  navigation  is  indeed  of  such* 
importance  to  the  country  at  large,  in  consequence  of  the 
numerous  communications  which  it  forms  with  other  rivers  and* 
canals,  that  every  means  have  been  taken  to  aflbrd  it  all  the4 
facilities  possible.  For  this  purpose  it  has  a  side  cut  of  ten- 
miles  in  length,  in  order  to  avoid  twenty-one  shoals  which 
occur  in  little  more  than  thirteen  miles  of  its  course  between* 
Trent  bridge  at  the  commencement  of  the  Nottingham  canal, 
and  Sawley  Ferry  at  the  commencement  of  the  Trent  and- 
Mersey  canal.  This  side  cut,  which  is  sometimes' called  the 
Trait  Caned,  has  a  rise  of  twenty-eight  feet';  and  it  not  only 
crosses  and  is  connected  with  the  Erwash  canal  near  Sawley, 
but  has  also  a  short  cut  and  lock  into  the  Trent  at  Beeston. 

The  Erwash  is  but  little  connected  with  the  county,-  merely 

forming  the   boundary  on   the  south-west  for  about    ten    of 

twelve  miles  between  Nottingham  and  Derbyshire*,  and  falls4 

into  the  Trent  near  Thrompton. 

The  Soar  is  more  to  the  southward,  constituting  a  partial 

bocttdary  between  this  county  and   Leicestershire/  but  has 

nothing  particularly  worthy  of  notice. 

•f  Besides 
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Besides  these,  there  are  some  smaller  streams  which  have 
been  accurately  delineated  by  a  native  antiquary  ;*  who  tells 
as  that  on  the  forest  side  of  the  county  there  are  five  fine 
streams  which  cross  from  west  to  east,  almost  parallel  to  each 
other,  and  afterwards  turn  to  the  north  and  form  the  River  Idle. 

The  first  of  these  is  Rmmtoortk  water  which  rises  near  New- 
siead  Abbey,  runs  to  InklesaH  dam  and  Ruffbrd,  and  joins  the 
Maun  at  Ollerton. 

The  Mamn,  or  Man,  rises  in  the  fbrest  between  Krrkby  and 
Newstead*  and  runs  by  Mansfield,  Clrpstone,  and  Edwinstow, 
to  Ollerton. 

The  Meden  rises  in  the  fbrest  near  Sutton  Hardwick,  and 
runs  by  Budby  through  Thoresby  Parle;  it  joins  the  Maun  near' 
Nethotpe,  and  from  this  junction  the  two  rivers  take  theT 
name  of  The  I  Ae. 

The  WeUen  runs  through  Welbeck  Park,  and  after  receiving 
the  Poalter  from  Langwhb,  through  Cockney,  by  Carburton, 
and  thence  through  Clumber  Park  into  the  Idle  near  Blkeslcy. 

The  W&rlgop  river  runs  from  Worksop  by  Scofton,  Bilby, 
and  Serooby,  and  enters  into  the  Idle  at  Bawtry. 

The  Idle,  after  assuming  that  name,  runs  in  a  course  nearly 
aorta,  by  Haughton  Park,  through  Retford  towards  Mattersey  - 
thence  north-west  to  Bawtry,  where  it  takes  an  eastern  course 
past  Misson,  and  traversing  the  Car  mils  into  the  Trent  near 
hs  junction  with  the  Chesterfield  canal,  in  the  north  east  angle 
•f  the  county. 

There  are  two  others  north  of  Trent  whieh  run  m  a 
southerly  direction. 

The  Late  rises  near  the  source  of  the  Maun  between  Kirkby 
and  Newstead}  runs  through  Newstead  Park,  by  Papplewiek, 
Mwell,-  Basford,  Lenton,  and  thence  into  the  Trent,-  by  Not- 
tingham bridge.  It  will  be  treated  of  more  particularly  in-  the' 
description  of  that  town. 

Aovtr  or  Dare  heck  runs  from  near  Bludworth  by  Oxton, 

Calverton* 

9  Skttch  of  Sherwood  forwt,  by  major  Hajmoa  Boole. 
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Calverton,  Eperston,  Lowdham*  and  thence  into  the  Trent  by 
Caythorpe  near  Hoveringham* 

All  these  may  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  forest. 
South  of  Trent  there  are  many  small  rivers  which  take  their 
rise  in  the  wolds,  and  convey  their  tributary  streams  to  that 
river,  but  none  of  them  require  particular  notice. 

With  such  facilities  of  inland  communication  it  is  not  to  bo 
supposed  that 

Canals  have  been  neglected ;  in  fact  we  find  Nottingham* 
shire  as  well  supplied  in  that  mode  of  commercial  intercourse  a* 
any  county  in  the  kingdom* 

The  Nottingham  Canal  in  some  measure  claims  the  prece- 
dence ;  its  general  course  being  about  fifteen  miles  through  the 
county  in  a  north-west  direction,  but  not  exactly  in  a  right  line* 
It  commences  in  the  river  Trent,  and  proceeds  to  the  Cromibrd 
canal  near  Langley  bridge,  very  near  to  the  termination  of  the 
Erwash  canal  ;  and  it  is  also  connected  with  the  side  cut  from 
the  Trent  and  Mersey  navigation,  called  generally  the  Trent 
canal,  which  enters  near  its  southern  limit  Its  bed  is  not 
greatly  elevated,  and  its  supply  is  principally  from  the  river; 
however  to  guard  against  deficiencies  of  water  in  dry  seasons, 
a  reservoir  has  been  made  near  Arnswirch,  with  a  self  regulating 
sluice,  which  lets  off  above  3000  cubic  feet  of  water  per  hour 
for  the  use  of  some  mills  in  its  neighbourhood,  and  also  for  the 
Erwash  canal.  This  navigation  was  finished  in  1803;  and  the 
principal  object  of  its  undertakers  were  the  export  of  agriceU 
tural  produce,  and  of  coals  from  the  various  mines  in  its  vicinity, 
together  with  the  importation  of  lime,  timber,  and  other  heavy 
articles. 

The  Grantham  Canal  is  also  connected  with  the  Trent,  conn 
mencing  near  Holme  Pierpoint,  and  having  a  branch  upwards 
of  three  miles  in  length,  leading  to  the  town  of  Bingham.  The 
system  of  lockage  on  that  part  of  the  line  which  is  in  thu> 
county  is  very  extensive ;  for  on  the  rise  of  the  wolds  from  the 
Trent  to  Cromwell  Bishop,  in  a  line  of  only  six  miles  and 

a  halt 


a  )»16  ifaff*  if  a  gradual  elevation  of  cighty-twto  feet;  but 
from  Cropwell  to  Statmritfe,  closes  there  id  a  dead  level  of 
twenty  miles.  The  proprietor*  of  tile  Trent  river  navigation 
hating  been  at  a  considerable  expense  in  deepening  the  rive* 
near  to  the  entrance  of  this  canal,  they  are  intitled  to  take  cer- 
tain tolls  on  all  goods  passing  from  this  to  the  Nottingham 
osnd ;  which  have  of  late  years  risen  to  a  considerable  amount. 
fa  1799  it  was  in  contemplation  to  hive  formed  a  junction  be* 
twee*  this  and  Newark  and  Bottesfotd  canal  near  Stainwith, 
which  would  hare  made  a  complete  fine  of  water  commmrica* 
uoo  between*  the  sooth-eastern  part  of  Nottinghamshire  and  the 
adjoining  country. 

The  Idl*  JUoir  Cmal  mast  not  pass  unnoticed,  although  it 
is  mere  property  a  river  navigation  than  a  cut.  It  commences 
at  Btwary,  and  nms  nearly  east  for  ten  miles  along  the  northern 
targe  of  the  county.  In  one  part  of  its  course  it  basthe  name 
of  Bycar  Dyke ;  and  abotft  half  a  mile  from  Stockwith,  where 
H  joins  the  Trent,  (close  to  the  junction  of  the  Chesterfield  canal 
wttk  thai  river)  is  Misteiton  Sas  or  Sluice  which  has  an  open- 
tag  of  seventeen  feet  eight  inches,  with  two  lock  dodrs  or  gates 
sixteen  feet  high  opening  to  the  Trent,  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing the  floods  out  of  the  low  lands  through  which  this  river 
flow* 

Brt  tile  most  important  water  communication  in  the  northern 
district  of  tile  county,  is  the  (MeiUrficld  Canal,  Which  com* 
mewses  in  Derbyshire  close  to  that  town,  and  enters  Notting- 
taushire  near  Shire  Oaks,  thence  by  Worksop  through  the 
northern  limits  of  Sherwood  forest  in  a  circuitous  direction  by 
lfctbworth  to  Retford,  where  it  changes  its  course  suddenly  to 
the  north,  passing  through  Welham,  Hayton,  Clarborough, 
sad  Clay  worth,  by  Wieefdn  Hall,  Everton,  and  Drakelow, 
where  it  runs  through  a  tunnel  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards, 
Aid  thence  round  Oringley  on  the  hill  iti  a  north  east  direction 
through  Misson  Car  to  Misterton,  across  WalkeHngham  moor, 
sod  thence  into  the  Trent  at  Stockwith.    The  advantages  which 

Vou  XH.  C  have 
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hare  already  resulted  from  this  line  of  eommnaieattoir,  mm 
sensibly  felt  through  the  whole  of  this  dktrkt. 

The  whole  line  of  this  canal  is  about  forty  miles ;  from  Chea- 
terfield  it  rises  about  forty-Eve  feet  until  it  reaches  Norwood* 
both  in  Derbyshire,  *nd  from  thence  to  .the  Trent  it  has  a  ra* 
gujar  fall  of  three  hundred,  and  thirty-five  feet. 

The  Roads  of  Nottinghamshire  are  generally  in  very  good' 
order.  It  is  needless  to  mention  that  portion  of  the  Great  Nartk 
Road  which  runs  through  the  county  from  Newark  to  Basv- 
try ;  but  it  is  but  justice  to  the  county  at  large  to  say  that  tb* 
whole  of  the  roads  through  it  are  nearly  in  as  good  order  as  can 
possibly  be  expected,  from  the  bottoms  on  which  they  am 
formed,  and  the  materials  which  can  be  procured  for  their  for- 
mation and  preservation.  Much  of  this  has  arisen  from  that 
various  parishes  having  taken  up  the  business  with  a  detenntr 
nation  to  see  it  well  executed,  and  from  the  public  spirit  oC 
the  gentry  and  the  better  order  of  farmers  wbo  have  sedulously 
undertaken  the  office  of  surveyors,  instead  of  leaving  it  to»  some 
careless  contractor,  whose  sole  object  was  to  finish  a  certain* 
i>umber  of  perches  of  road,  without  any  regard  to  its  fitness  Uk 
endure  even  the  next  winter  season. 

In  some  places  indeed,  particularly  in  the  coal  districts,  ami 
iu  the  clays,  the  carriage  of  a  heavy  article,  and  the  want  of  a. 
good  bottom,  have  formed  a  few  exceptions;  and  in  the  forest 
district  also,  there  are  some  places,  particularly  between  Ret* 
ford  and  Worksop,  and  again  between  Worksop  and  Warsop, 
where  a  heavy  sand  forms  an  almost  insurmountable  obstacle 
to  the  establishment  of  a  convenient  line  of  road*  The  first  of 
these  being  in  the  direct  line  of  road  from  Gainsborough  to 
Sheffield  ,  it  ought  to  be  an  object  with  the  county  to  amend  it 
if  possible ;  but  with  respect  to  the  latter,  the  sands  are  too  deep 
perhaps  ever  to  admit  of  amelioration.  To  avoid  the  worst 
part  of  this  road,  the  duke  of  Portland,  in  some  instances,  per* 
mits  carriages  to  pass  through  his  park ;  hut  with  respect  to  the 
road  itself,  the  editor  of  these  sheets  can  give  no  better  idea 
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than  in  stating  the  fact,  that*  in  the  autumnal  season,  even  after 
some  slight  rain  had  fallen  to  fix  the  sands,  he  was  three  hours 
going  from  Worksop  to  Church  Warsop  in  a  post  chaise, 
though  the  distance  is  only  eight  miles !  It  is  perhaps  not  to  be 
expected  that  any  rapid  amelioration  can  take  place  in  these 
study  roads,  on  account  of  the  enormous  expense  which  would 
attend  the  transport  of  lime  and  gravel,  or  other  materials ;  but 
with  respect  to  the  roads  in  the  clay  district,  the  following  hints 
from  the  author  of  the  late  Agricultural  Surrey  of  the  County 
may  not  be  misplaced.  He  states  that  the  most  approved  sys- 
tem of  forming  new  roads  on  clay  or  wet  bottoms,  is  first  to 
throw  die  soil  from  the  sides,  leaving  a  groove  in  the  middle 
for  the  materials,  beginning  with  brush* wood  laid  on  plentifully, 
over  which  must  be  deposited  a  sufficient  quantity  of  stones  and 
gravel.  If  the  gravel  is  very  sharp  and  good,  he  thinks  there 
is  no  necessity  to  round  the  road.  He  also  asserts  that  aeon- 
ess*  surface  has  been  found  to  answer  very  well ;  but  still  ac- 
knowledges that  where  the  materials  are  tender;  it  may  be 
better  to  round  it  a  little,  though  not  so  much  as  is  generally 
done,  as  that  is  often  dangerous  and  always  hurtful  to  the  road, 
by  obliging  carriages  to  keep  one  track,  and  thus  cut  it  up  in 
deep  ruts. 

The  numerous  improvements  in  the  inland  navigation  of  this 
county,  have  tended  much  to  the  increase  of  its 

Counties,  of  which  a  good  idea  may  be  formed  by  a  brief 
enumeration  of  the  various  articles  of  export  and  import  on  the 
virions  lines  of  water-carriage. 

The  exports  which  pass  either  from  or  through  the  county, 
>nd  in  either  case  form  a  very  lucrative  business  for  many 
thousands  of  the  population,  are  lead,  copper,  coals,  and  salt 
from  Derbyshire  and  Cheshire;  Staffordshire  ware  in  consider* 
•We  quantities;  lime  and  limestone  for  agricultural  purposes; 
drift  stone  for  the  glass  manufactories;  coarse  earthenwares; 
fig  iron  and  cast  metal  goods ;  oak  timber  and  bark ;  and 
•til-cloth. 

C2  The 
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.  The  Import*  for  coqofty  consumption,  wwl  for  the  supply  of 
the  neighbouring  district*  are  timber,  hemp,  flax  and  iroo 
from  the  northern  parts  of  Europe ;  malt,  corn,  and,  flour;  gro- 
ceries of  all  kinds;  wines  and  spirits;  cotton  wool,  and  yam; 
large  quantities  of  flints  from  Northfleet  and  the  various  chalk* 
pits  near  the  Thames,  for  the  use  of  the  Staffordshire  potteries; 
and  in  short  all  species  of  raw  materials  for  inland  mans* 
lectures.     The 

Mahufacturs g  of  the  county  are  upon  a  scale  equally  ex- 
tensive. The  stocking  rwmtf*c#$y  has  long  been  a  staple,  and 
is  the  most  ancient  manufacture  of  the  county ;  it  is  to  be  la- 
mented however,  that  the  partial  stoppage  of  exportation  from 
the  present  enslaved  state  of  the  Continent,  and  the  machi- 
nations of  some  designing  characters,  have  lately  produced 
scenes  of  riot  and  outrage  disgraceful  to  those  concerned  in 
them,  and  highly  injurious  to  the  county  at  large.  The  par- 
ticulars of  this  manufacture  will  be  enjtered  into  more  fully,  ie 
the  description  of  Nottingham. 

Cotton  Mills  have  now  become  a  considerable  branch  qf  m*» 
nufacture  from  their  connection  with  the  stocking  Wade*  These 
have  also  undertaken  to  produce  a  supply  of  cotton  twist  fee 
the  Manchester  trade.  In  the  town  of  Nottingham  alone  there 
are  no  less  than  eight  of  these  establishments ;  at  Mansfield 
there  are  three ;  at  Papplcwick  and  Linby,  six ;  at  Newark, 
two;  besides  others  at  Worksop,  Bedford,  Southwell,  fee,  &c 
to  the. number  of  twelve  or  thirteen ;  and  four  establishments  of 
worsted  mills. 

.  The  Melting  business  is  another  lucrative  branch,  principally 
at  Nottingham,  Newark,  and  Mansfield ;  and  this  is  both  for  the 
home  consumption,  and  exportation  to  the  counties  in  the  vicinity* 
.  The  Breweries  at  Nottingham  and  Newark  are  also  objects 
of  great  importance ;  at  the  latter  place  in  particular,  they  con* 
sidered  themselves  as  powerful  rivals  of  the  Burton  brewers, 
and  their  foreign  trade  was  very  considerable  previous  to  the 
present  circumscribed  state  of  continental  commerce. 

Silk 
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All  tmUs  have  been  established  at  Nottingham,  to  be  worked 
by  horses ;  for  though  there  is  so  much  water  round  that  town, 
yet  the  frequent  floods  preclude  all  possibility  of  employing 
water  mills,  except  by  the  adoption  of  a  principle  which  we 
shall  notice  in  its  proper  place. 

The  Tlmuf  and  British  Loci  manufactures  hare  long  been 
carried  on  upon  an  extensive  scale ;  but  the  unfortunate  fond- 
ness for  French  and  Brussels  lace*  though  even  much  of  that  is 
Britism  lace jfamertd  and  ornamented  on  the  Continent,  has 
always  operated  against  that  due  encouragement  which  the  in- 
dostry  of  our  own  manufacturers  and  our  own  working  poor, 
ought  to  receive  from  the  fashionable  and  the  opulent. 

Potteries  of  coarse  red  earthen  ware  have  been  established 
with  tame  success  at  Sutton  in  AsbfiekL  A  starch  manufactory 
is  now  at  work  at  Upton  near  Southwell.  A  sailcloth  man o fac- 
tory has  long  been  in  a  flourishing  condition  at  Retford ;  and  a 
eyiag  and  bleaching  trade  has  been  attempted  with  consider- 
able success  both  at  Nottingham  and  Newark.  Considerable 
mm  hate  been  annually  received  at  Mansfield  by  the  stone 
trade;  and  there  is  also  something  done  there  m  the  manufac- 
tart  of  artificial  stone. 

The  flourishing  state  of  the  county  of  Nottingham  may  per- 
haps be  most  accurately  proved  from  the  progressive  increase 
of  its 

Population. — At  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century,   the 
of  homes  in  the  county  were  17,554;  and  the  infaabi- 
-  were  estimated  at  105,300. 

In  1801,  there  were  found  to  be  68,558  nfeles,  and  71,793 
females,  amounting  to  140,350  in  all;  35,513  of  whom  were 
employed  in  different  manufactures  and  in  trade,  and  23,904  in 
the  virions  branches  of  agriculture. 

By  the  recent  parliamentary  returns  it  appears  that  the  in- 
crease of  population  has  been  considerable;  males  79,057;  fe- 
andes  83gfMd :  forming  a  total  of  169,900,  and  an  increase  of 
K*ttO. 

CJ  We 
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We  hare  already  made  some  observations  on  the  size  of  At 
farms  in  this  county,  all  of  which  are  upon  a  moderate  scale ; 
and  we  mast  again  revert  to  that  subject  in  our  consideration 
of  the 

Poor  and  Poor's  Rates. — As  these  are  in  a  great  measure* 
corroborative,  in  this  county,  of  the  general  principles  tbere 
adverted  to. 

Eden,  in  bis  very  useful  work  on  the  state  of  the  poor  through* 
out  the  kingdom,  speaking  of  a  parish  in  a  neighbouring  county, 
but  bondering  close  upon  Nottinghamshire,  says,  that  many 
people  of  this  parish  attribute  the  rise  in  the  poor's  rate*  to  the 
enclosure  of  the  common  fields ;  because,  say  they,  before  the 
enclosure  took  place,  forms  were  then  from  ten  to  forty-pounds 
per  annum,  and  any  person  could  then  rent  a  small  tenement; 
but  now  the  parish  being  mostly  thrown  into  large  farms*  it  re- 
quires a  very  considerable  capital  to  stock  one.  This  circum- 
stance reduces  therefore  numbers  to  the  necessity  of  living  in  a 
state  of  servile  dependence  on  the  large  farmers;  and  as  they 
have  no  prospect  to  which  their  hopes  can  reasonably  look-for- 
ward, their  industry  is  checked,  economy  is  deprived  of  its 
greatest  stimulant,  and  their  only  thought  is  how  to  enjoy  the 
present  moment  1 

Let  us  now  look  at  the  state  of  the  poor  in  Nottinghamshire, 
„  where  large  farms  are  fortunately,  as  yet,  almost  unknown. 
A  very  faithful  picture  of  them  has  been  drawn  by  Mr.  Lowe 
in  bis  agricultural  view  of  the  county,  which  having  been  found 
correct,  as  far  as  a  cursory  survey  would  admit  of,  we  shall 
venture  to  take  it  as  our  ground  work.  He  tells  us,  and  that 
too  with  justice,  that  there  are  few  counties  in  England  where 
the  poor  will  be  found  better  lodged,  clothed  or,  fed,  or  better 
provided  with  fuel.*    Most  cottages  have  a  garden,  and  potato* 

garth, 

•  |n  this  the  manufacturing  poor  mast  be  excepted ;  for  here  as  in  all  other1 

placet,  they  have  that  system  of  loxtnioas,  yet  brutish,  indulgence,  and  that 

slatternly  poverty,  which  most  always  keep  them  in  abject  penary,  and  in 

slmpst  absolute  voluntary  want ! 
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gavtfc,  Ias*i  fcw  of  them  are  without  a  web  of  clod)  of  their  own 
•filming;  many  of  them,  particularly  in  the  clays,  have  a  few" 
acre*  of  land  annexed  to  their  cottages,  and  are  thereby  ena- 
bled to  keep  a  cow  in  addition  to  their  pigs  ;  and  here  too  the 
poor  may  be  actually  said  to  be  industrious,  for  here  they  are 
often  seen  themselves,  as  well  as  their  children,  employed  at 
their  leisure  hears  in  collecting  the  horse  dung  from  the  public 
reads,  either  for  the  use  of  their  own  gardens  or  to  sell.* 

Now  the  consequences  of  all  this,  if  not  obvious,  are  at  least 
certain  ;  for  here  in  general  the  rates  do  not  run  so  high  as  in 
emer  counties*  where  manufactures  have  formerly  flourished, 
though  now  gone  to  decay ;  but,  adds  Mr.  Lowe,  at  the  same 
tisae,  it  is  a  matter  of  concern  to  observe,  that  the  manufactures, 
particularly  that  of  stockings,  whilst  they  increase  the  popula- 
tion, increase  at  the  same  time  the  burthen  of  the  poor's  rate  on 
the  occupiers  of  land ;  which  may  be  ascribed  to  the  lower  ma* 
aafceturere  too  frequently  spending  all  their  earnings,  without 
looking  forward  to  a  time  of  old  age  and  infirmity. 

As  a  remedy  for  this  evil  in  the  manufacturing  part  of  the 
county,  Mr,  Lowe  very  properly  recommends  the  extension 
of  friendly  societies,  or  the  making  some  more  competent  pro* 
vision  by  the  legislature  on  the  same  principle ;  but  we  fear  that 
until  the  nature  of  mankind  is  altered,  no  radical  cure  will 
e?er  be  found  for  the  evil  amongst  the  manufacturing  poor, 
though  much  may  certainly  be  done  in  the  way  of  regulation  ; 
perhaps  by  premiums  to  those  who  have  brought  up  the  lar-» 
ge*t  families  without  parochial  assistance ;  by  Tontines  on  the 
principles  of  collection  established  in  Frieudly  Societies ;  and 
even  by  encouraging  those  clubs  where  mouey  is  collected  for 
the  purchase  of  various  useful  but  expensive  articles  of  furai* 
tore,  and  where  each  member's  chance  of  possessing  the  month- 
ly prize  is  determined  by  what  is  generally  termed  a  raJfU*  All 
these  will  tend  to  produce  a  spirit  of  economy  ;  and  some  of 
them  may  in  the  end  be  highly  beneficial  and  lucrative  to  in* 

C  4  dividual*; 
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dividual*;  but  perhaps  the  speediest  and  mostnsefirii 
both  as  a  temporary  and  as  a  lasting  expedient,  would  b^tbsrt* 
movai  of  the  manufacturers  pay  *>&«  from  the  public  houses. 
This  would  take  away  from  the  poor  manufacturer  the  teaapta* 
tion  to  drink,  because  it  would  check  the  landlord  in  his  sys- 
tem of  giving  credit,  and  it  would  save  the  sober  industrious 
mechanic  from  the  absolute  necessity  he  is  always  under  of 
spending  part  of  his  money  in  the  alehouse  on  pay  nights,  even 
although  he  should  not  have  incurred  any  debts  there  through 
(he  week. 

The  agricultural  will  always  indeed  have  advantages  over  the 
manufacturing  poor ;  but  much  will  depend  on  the  difference  of 
habits,  for  the  advantage  of  wages  is  always  on  the  side  of  the 
latter. 

The  farming  labourer  has  seldom  in  this  county  been  in  the 
receipt  of  more  than  eighteen  pence  per  day,  though  in  the 
harvest  months  it  may  amount  to  a  couple  of  shillings.  The 
hours  of  labour  for  this,  are  the  common  ones  in  general  use; 
but  if  the  labourer  undertakes  task  work,  he  may  increase  his 
gains  by  a  little  industry  without  injuring  or  over  fatiguing 
himself.  His  provisions  are  rather  moderate  than  otherwise; 
and  his  fuel  may  always  be  had  reasonable  since  the  extension 
of  water  carriage.  Upon  the  whole  we  may  consider  the  poor 
of  this  county  as  comparatively  comfortable,  though  much  yet 
remains  to  be  done,  both  by  themselves,  and  by  those  of  the 
higher  orders  who  may  think  it  a  more  charitable  act  to  prrveni 
poverty  by  enoouraging  economy  and  industry,  than  to  reUm 
it  even  with  larger  sums*  where  it  might  have  been  avoided,  by 
a  little  prudent  circumspection.  Much  of  the  comfort  of  the 
agricultural  Poor  must  depend,  as  has  been  before  observed, 
upon  the  division  of  land ;  and  even  their  number  must  be  much 
smaller  where  the  forms  are  small,  than  where  those  who  would 
have  been  formers  have  no  other  mode  of  support  than  becom- 
ing the  labourers  of  the  rich  overgrown  capitalist,  who  regards 
them  no  longer  than  they  are  useful  to  him.     We  mean  not 

this, 


*iis,  however  as  a  general  argument  against  large  forms ;  tkey 
have  their  advantages,  an*  it  must  even  be  confessed  thai  m 
uieny  parts  of  the  kingdom,  mall  forms  would  be  infinitely  less 
productive,  acre  for  acre,  than  large  ones.  What  we  wish  to 
enter  a  caveat  against  is  merely  that  system  of  writing  many 
surma  into  one,  which  in  many  places  has  swept  away  whole 
hamlets,  nay  Tillages,  where  the  residences  of  honest  cheer- 
Ail  industry  bare  actoally  been  levelled  with  the  dost,  and  no- 
thing been  left,  bat  the  solitary  church,  to  mark  tbat  here  had 
been  the  habitation  of  men;  whilst  the  few  unfortunate  villa- 
gers tbat  are  unable  to  emigrate,  or  not  old  and  helpless  enough 
to  gain  admission  into  the  workhouse,  are  crowded  into  rows  of 
improved  cottages,  as  they  are  called,  and  ranged  like  cattle 
in  a  stall  without  even  a  slip  of  garden  ground  to  solace  a  sum* 
mer*s  evening.  But  even  where  large  farms  are  necessary,  even 
thisevtt  might  be  partially  avoided,  in  regulating  the  new 

IncLOsuais.— As  by  a  due  attention  to  the  probable  number 
of  labouring  poor  in  each  parish,  a  sufficient  number  of  small 
slips  of  one  or  two  acres  each  might  be  enclosed  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  cottages  and  forming  garden  ground  for  the  agricultural 
poor,  an  arrangement  tending  not  only  to  their  benefit,  but  al- 
to to  the  advantage  of  the  farmers  themselves,  us  it  would  be  an 
additional  stimulus  to  industry,  would  excite  an  emulation 
amongst  the  labourers  to  become  possessed  of  these  small  ad* 
vantages,  and  would  soon  be  sensibly  felt  in  the  diminution  of 
poor's  rates.  It  has  indeed  been  objected  that  small  portions  of 
ground  given  to  the  poor  will  make  them  too  independent,  and 
render  them  unwilling  to  work  for  the  farmer;  but  the  man 
who  can  thus  coolly  object  to  the  comfort  of  bis  fellow  cram* 
teres,  from  an  idea,  and  we  believe  a  mistaken  one  too,  of  his 
own  interest,  deserves  not  an  answer ! 

With  respect  to  the  principles  and  practice  of  ineloeures  in 

this  county,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  a  summer  Tourist  can 

have  witnessed  their  progress,  but  must  judge  of  them  rather 

by  their  actual  state.    In  this  repect,  however,  we  believe  tbat 

9  the 
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the  Nottinghamshire  inclosures  have  not  been  productive  of 
evils;  they  are  now,  and  haye  bean  for  some  time,  going  on 
with  great  rapidity;  tbe  applications  to  parliament,  every 
sessions,  are  numerous  and  they  have  had  the  effect  of  raising 
tbe  value  of  land  very  considerably  wherever  they  have  taken 
place*  In  fact  there  is  now  very  little  left-  to  inclose,  except 
seme  tracts  on  the  western  side,  and  about  tbe  middle  of  the 
forest  These  are  at  present  mostly  rabbit  warrens,  and  seem 
fit  for  very  little  else;  indeed  we  understand  that  portions  of 
these  tracts  have  been  taken  into  cultivation,  but  suffered  again 
to.  run  waste  from  their  being  totally  unproductive.  That  this, 
county  has  for  some  years  been  in  a  progressive  state  of 

IypROviKBNT  is  evident  even  to  the  passing  stranger ;  but 
there  are  some  facts  recorded  by  Mr,  Lowe  in  his  surrey,  which 
prove  it  indubitably.  One  instance  in  particular  is  conclusive. 
He  tells  us  that  about  thirty  years  ago,  the  sand  lands  in  Gress- 
tborp,  Cromwell,  and  Musk  ham  fields,  all  on  the  great  north 
road  between  Newark  and  Retford,  were  not  worth  more  than 
two  shillings  and  sixpence  per  acre,  covered  with  wild  sorrel, 
and  lea  lay  for  six  or  seven  years.  Now  they  produce  from 
eight  to  ten  quarters  of  remarkably  fine  oats  per  acre ;  and 
this  entirely  effected  by  turnips  and  clover. 

Much  improvement  may  also  be  expected  in  future  from  the 
attention  now  paid  to  draining*  In  the  new  inclosure  bills, 
drains  are  ordered  by  tbe  commissioners,  and  provision  made 
for  their  being  properly  kept  up,  which  has  already  been  found 
to  be  more  effectual  than  the  old  laws  of  Sewers,  of  the  neglect 
in  the  execution  of  which  there  have  been  great  complaints  in 
Nottinghamshire,  as  well  as  in  the  neighbouring  counties.* 

The  Architecture  of  tbe  county  will  be  best  described  on* 
der  the  various  heads,  and  there  is  perhaps  no  county  in  the 
kingdom  that  displays  a  greater  variety,  principally  modern ; 
indeed  we  may  assert  that  Nottinghamshire  contains  the  resit 

dencef 
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fences  of  more  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  than  any  other  of  its 
Me.  In  what  may  be  called  agricultural  architecture,  however, 
great  improvements  have  of  late  years  been  made,  throogh  the 
very  patriotic  enertiaos  of  several  gentlemen  of  the  county,  who. 
ft*r*e  thus  not  only  ornamented  but  improved  their  estates,  and 
in  some  measure  corrected  an  existing  evil ;  that  is,  the  farm 
boose*  in  most  parts  being  chiefly  situated  in  villages,  and  often 
a*  a  distance  from  the  farms.  Great  improvements  have  also 
been  made  in  the  farming  offices,  which  not  coining  immediately 
within  the  plan  of  a  work  of  this  nature,  we  most  refer  for  for* 
the?  information  to  Mr.  Lowe's  survey. 

In  Ecc&bsiastical  AacHiTECTuaE,  there  are  many  elegant 
specimens  of  the  antique,  particularly  in  St.  Mary's  church  in 
Nottingham,  the  collegiate  church  at  Southwell,  Newark 
church,  the  church  of  Radford  with  the  abbey  gate  near  Work* 
sop,  and  several  others  which  will  be- noticed  in  their  proper 
places. 

Of  Ajiciint  Sepulchral  Monuments,  however,  the  num- 
ber is  but  limited ;  for,  with  the  exception  of  the  Furnival  and 
Lovetot  monuments  at  Radford,  there  are  none  older  than  the 
14th  century,  of  which  period,  Mr.  Gough  even  with  his  ac- 
curate research  could  discover  but  six  cross-legged  Bgures  of 
crusaders :  one  of  which  is  at  Flintham,  and  belongs  to  the  Hus- 
scyi,  but  who  were  not  in  possession  of  thai  manor  before  the 
eighth  of  Edward  the  third,  so  that  its  date  cannot  be  anterior 
to  133*. 
We  have  but  little  to  observe  on  the  subject  of 
^Zoology,  as  Nottinghamshire  has  no  particular  genus  of 
animals  of  any  kind  except  the  old  forest  breed  qf  sheep,  which 
are  described  as  a  small  polled  breed  (though  some  are  horned) 
with  grey  faces  and  legs :  the  fleeces  run  from  thirteen  to 
eighteen  to  the  tod  of  twenty-eight  pounds;  and  the  carcases 
when  fat  are  from  seven  to  nine  pounds  per  quarter.     This 
breed,  however,  may  be  expected  to  be  soon  worn  out,  as  the  „ 
various  crosses  nave  been  found  to  improve  both  carcase  and 
6  fleece 
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fleece  so  much,  thai  few  formers  will  now  rear  them,  when* 
their  weight  may  be  nearly  treUed  by  a  mixture  of  the  Dish* 
ley  breed.  In  some  experiments  whkh  have  been  atari  r  en 
the  fleeces,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  forest  and  Lincoln- 
shire breeds  mixed  hare  produced  eight  pounds  of  woo!/  bet 
the. Forest  alone,  only  five:  and  with  respect  to  price,  that 
has  been  more  than  doubled  by  the  cross  of  the  Bakewell 
breed.  It  is  a  carious  fact,  and  deterring  of  attention  in  other 
counties,  that  though  the  coal  district  in  the  west  of  Nottingham* 
shire. is  very  apt  to  bring  on  the  rot  in  sheep,  yet  many  hun* 
dreds  of  the  infected  hare  been  cured  by  a  removal  to  lias** 
stone  land ;  from  whence  it  has  been  inferred,  with  seme  appear- 
ance of  truth,  that  water  impregnated  with  the  fined  acid  of 
lime  in  proper  quantities,  with  change  of  pasture,  as  soon  aa 
the  disease  appeared,  might  be  attended  with  every  chance  of 
success.    The  experiment  is  at  least  worth  trying. 

Mr.  Lowe  tells  us,  that  in  the  clay  district  inore  pigeom  are 
kept  than  are  probably  in  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom  :  and 
be  says  it  is  a  well  attested  fact  that  some  years  ago,  seven  hun- 
dred dozen  were  sold,  on  one  market  day  at  Tuxferd,  for  sixty* 
three  guineas.   • 

The  forest  of  Sherwood  has  been  so  long  disused  for  its  an- 
cient purpose  as  a  preserve  for  game,  that  little  is  to  be  said 
on  that  point :  there  is  a  curious  feet,  however,  respecting  Fai+ 
corny  recorded  by  Fuller,  not  undeserving  of  notice.  "We 
must  not  forget  how  two  Ayres  of  Lannards  were  lately  found 
in  Sherwood  forest.  These  Hawks  are  the  natives  of  Saxony, 
and  H  seems  being  old  and  past  flying  at  the  game,  were  let, 
or  did  set  themselves  loose,  where  meeting  with  lanereta  en- 
larged on  the  same  terms,  they  did  breed  together,  and  proved 
as  excellent  in  their  kind,  when  managed,  as  any  which  were 
brought  from  Germany*" 

Before  we  close  thw  general  sketch  of  fbe  county,  it  will  not 
be  irrelevant  to  take  a  short  view  of  its 
Municipal  aud  Pa*uamsktabt  History;  but  of  these  ther* 

is 
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is  little  peculiarly  novel  to  be  noticed.  The  counties  of  Derby 
end  Nottingham  were  under  the  tame  sheriff,  (an  eficer  *p- 
poiniedhere  at  early  atio  any  oiker  part  of  tbe  kiDgdom)  until 
after  the  reign  of  Edward  the  third. 

.  With  respect  to  Its  parliamentary  history,  wehave  found  but 
lew  violent  content.  la  the  "Hittory  or  Boroughs"  indeed 
there  are  lead  complaintt  that  the  county  it  uader  the  influence 
of  the  aristocracy,  from  having  to  many  noblemen  reaidant  in 
it;  hot  this  will  always  be  the  eaifte,  iailaence  always  will  exist, 
and  the  Editor  of  thai  work  himself  tacitly  approves  of  it  in 
describing  the  attempts  made  by  Major  Cartwright  to  restore 
the  independence  of  the  county  at  a  time  when  he  was  encour- 
aging tbe  honest  industry  of  the  county  by  his  manufactures. 
Now  surely,  without  denying  the  major  every  credit  for  his 
disinterested  and  patriotic  designs,  if  he  had  succeeded  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  good  opinion  of  the  freeholders,  this  very  suc- 
cess would  have  been  the  effect  of  influence ;  not  a  dishonest 
one  'tis  true,  but  proceeding  from  an  imternttd  reeling  on  the 
part  of  some  of  the  voters  at  least.  In  short  it  is  net  the  in* 
fluence  we  ought  to  complain  of,  but  the  bad  use  made  of  it, 
when  that  takes  place. 

•  The  Ecclesiastical  Jurisdiction  of  Nottinghamshire  is  un- 
der the  see  of  York ;  bat  it  had  formerly,  even  as  late  as  tbe  reign 
of  Elisabeth,  a  bishop  of  its  own.  At  present  it  has  an  arch* 
deaconry,  and  the  four  deaneries  of  Nottingham,  Bingham, 
Newark,  and  Retford.  There  are  in  all  in  the  county  188 
parishes  and  ehapelries,  which  are  within  tbe  jurisdiction  of 
the  arch-deacon;  to  which  we  must  add  96  parishes  and  chapel* 
ries  belonging  to  Southwell;  also  7  parishes  and  ehapelries 
within  tbe  jurisdiction  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  York,  and 
the  peculiar  of  Kinolton,  whose  vicar  is  collated  by  the  arch- 
bishop* 

There 

•  Tbeea  wbo  with  forth*  iafcnaatLoa  may  ctsioh  ih*app*o*u  to  Derma, 
where  there  are  copious  list!  of  the  churches,  end  chapel*  of  etch  deanery, 
^ith  tbeir  patrons,  Ice. 


4*  vorrtwoirAKsiusc; 

There  are  several  instances  of 

CouNtr  Biography,  which  as  we  are  unable  to  refer  them 
to  their  specific  birth  places,  must  be  generally  noticed  here. 

Sir  John  Fenton  Kwt.  was  born  in  this  county*  and  was 
for  twenty-seven  years  a  privy  counsellor  in  Ireland  to  Queen 
Elizabeth  and  King  James.  He  translated  the  history  of  Gtrie- 
ciardnii  out  of  the  original  Italian  into  English,  and  dedicated 
k  to  Queen  Klraabeth.    He  died  at  Dublin  in  1603. 

Edward  Fbhtok,  his  brother,  was  also  born  in  this  county. 
He  in  very  early  life  displayed  an  inclination  for  nautical  affairs* 
and  was  very  active  in  the  various  attempts  at  discovery  about 
Hudson's  Bay,  Greenland,  and  the  other  northern  parts  of  the 
American  continent,  so  fashionable  at  that  period.  Much  re* 
•pectmg  him  may  be  found  both  in  Hackluyt,  and  in  Pur- 
ehas. 

Thomas  Horne  another  Nottinghamshire  man,  became  a 
student  at  Magdalen  Hall,  Oxford,  in  1024,  and  was  soon  ad- 
mitted to  the  degree  of  M.  A.  He  seems  to  have  distinguished 
himself  much  by  his  abilities  as  a  pedagogue;  for  soon  after 
taking  his  degree  he  was  appointed  master  of  a  private  school 
in  London,  was  shortly  after  chosen  master  of  the  free-school 
at  Leicester,  where  he  remained  only  two  years,  and  was  thence 
translated  to  that  of  Tunbridge  in  Kent.  His  merits  did  not 
long  remain  unnoticed ;  for  after  a  residence  of  about  ten  years 
at  the  latter  place,  he  was  preferred  to  the  head  mastership  at 
Eton,  where  he  remained  during  the  residue  of  his  life*  If  we 
nay  judge  of  his  practical  abilities  by  several  works  which  he 
has  left  behind  him  introductory  to,  and  illustrative  of,  classical 
education,  it  roust  be  confessed  that  he  was  highly  deserving  of 
the  promotions  and  encouragement  he  met  with, 

William  Holder,  D.  D.  a  native  of  this  county,  is  parties^ 
larly  deserving  of  notice,  being  esteemed,  and  we  believe  just* 
ry,  as  the  Inventor  of  the  art  of  teaching  the  dumb  to  speak.  He 
wan  educated  at  Pembroke  Hall,  where  he  took  the  degree  of 
Iff.  A.  and  shortly  after  received  the  rectory  of  Blechingdon  in 

Oxfordshire. 
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Oxfordshire.  During  the  civil  wars  he  seem*  to  have  acted  a 
loyal  part;  for  on  the  restoration  he  was  made  acanon  both  of 
Ely,  and  of  St.  Paul's ;  shortly  after  he  was  appointed  sub* 
dean  of  the  chapel*  and  nob-almoner  to  the  king ;  and  he  wai 
also  one  of  the  earliest  members  of  the  Royal  Society.  A  co* 
temporary  biographer  says  u  he  was  a  great  virtuoso,  and  got 
himself  a  great  name  by  his  wonderful  art,  in  making  a  young 
gentleman,  Alexander  Fopham,  son  of  Colonel  Edward  Pophaiu* 
who  was  born  deaf  and  dumb,  to  speak  ;  how  he  did  it  he  telle 
ns  in  a  discourse  of  the  Elements  of  Speech,  which  he  wrote 
for  that  purpose,  and  to  promote  a  public  good.  But  the  young 
man  being  taken  from  him  too  young,  or  before  he  grew  per- 
fect in  his  speech,  lost  what  he  bad  been  taught  by  the  doctor; 
and  was  sent  to  Dr.  Wallis  of  Oxford  (who  bad  recovered  the 
speech  of  a  young  gentleman,  one  Mr.  Whalley)  to  restore  hit 
speech  again,  which  Dr.  Wallis  having  effected,  he  vainly  as* 
swned  the:  glory  of  it  to  himself,  without  taking  notice  of  Dr« 
Holder,  the  first  Inventor  of  it  in  England,  if  not  in  the  whole 
world.  This  provoked  Dr.  Holder  to  vindicate  himself,  against 
Dr.  Wallis,  in  a  treatise  which  he  calls  M  a  Supplement  to  the 
Philosophical  Transactions  of  July  1670;"  to  which  Dr.  WalUa 
published  an  answer  soon  after,  and  so  the  controversy  ended." 
Now,  without  presuming  to  settle  the  point  of  priority  in  dis- 
pute between  Drs.  Holder  and  Wallis,  we  may  bene e  justly  in* 
for  that  the  world  at  large  is  indebted  to  England  for  this  great 
discovery ;  and  that  all  the  boastings  of  the  French  Abbes  Si- 
card,  and  De  l'Epee,  are  nothing  more  than  the  arrogant  inso- 
lence of  Frenchmen,  who,  either  through  ignorance  or  impu- 
dence, would  claim  for  themselves  and  their  countrymen,  every 
thing  honourable  possessed  by  other  nations.  Dr.  Holder  also 
wrote  "  A  Treatise  of  Music,1'  both  theoretic  and  practical,  in, 
which  he  is  said  to  have  had  great  skill. 
Nottinghamshire  boasts  of  two  extraordinary  characters 
*  of  the  name  of  Sttrne  ;  but  the  one  to  which  we  here  allude 
was 
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RttHABO  Stbins  D.  IX  who  ww  bora  in  Ail  county  in  I5M} 
and  said  to  hate  been  descended  from  an  ancient  stock*  His 
early  years  were  spent  at  the  free-school  at  Nottingham  $  and 
he  afterwards  went  to  Christ  Church  college,,  Oxford,  when  he 
graduated  with  much  credit  to  himself,  and  was  soon  after  ad- 
mitted to  hely  orders.  He  soom  attracted  the  notice  of  Arch* 
bishop  Land,  who  appointed  him  one  of  his  chaplains ;  and  his 
character  was  now  so  well  established  that  he  was  immediately 
afterwards  elected  master  of  Jetus  College,  by  the  unanimous 
vote  of  the  fellows- 
It  does  not  appear  that  he  took  any  active  part  in  the  afikirs 
which  brought  his  patron  to  the  scaffold ;  however,  when  the 
charges  were  brought  forward  against  the  Archbishop,  and  be 
was  in  consequence  committed  a  prisoner  to  the  Tower,  his 
enemies  had  sufficient  influence  to  cause  Dr.  Sterne  to  be  sent 
thither  also*  They  were  unable,  indeed,  to  prove  any  thing 
against  him,  and  were  obliged,  though  unwillingly,  to  permit 
him  to  be  set  at  liberty,  after  the  public  execution  of  the  Arch* 
bishop.  During  the  civil*  ware,  and  protectorate,  he  retired  in- 
to a  safe  obscurity ;  but  was  called  from  it  on  the  Restoration, 
and  immediately  afterwards  appointed  bishop  of  Carlisle.  In 
1664,  he  was  promoted  to  the  archbishopric  of  York,  which 
he  enjoyed  for  twenty  years,  and  died  in  1484. 

Having  that  taken  a  brief  view  of  the  county  k»  its  various 
relations,  it  remains  for  us,  previous  to  entering  upon  the  spe- 
cific topography,  to  delineate  the 

FOREST  OF  SHERWOOD, 

Which  embraces  a  large  portion  of  Nottinghamshire,  and  which, 
according  to  Camden  "  some  render  the  clear,  some  the  famous 
forest,  anciently  thick  set  with  trees,  whose  entangled  branches 
were  so  twisted  together,  that  they  hardly  left  room  for  a 
single  person  to  pass.  At  present"  he  adds  "  it  is  much  thinner, 
out  still  breeds  an  infinite  number  of  deer,  and  stags,  with  lofty 
^ntlers:"  this  however  was  in  the  reign  of  Elisabeth. 

Gilpin 
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Gilpin*  in  bUekgant  delineations  of  forest  scenery,  observe* 
that  Britain,  like  other  countries  abounded  once  in  wood;  but 
as  it  became  note  cultivated,  .its  woods  of  course  receded. 
That  our  woods  were  often  cut  down  merely  for  the  sake  of  til- 
lage and  pasturage,  without  any  respect  to  the  uses  of  timber, 
seems  to  be  evident  from  the  great  quantities  of  subterranean 
trees  dup  up  in  various  parts  oi  England.  These  are  chiefly 
found  in  marshy  grounds,  which  abounded  indeed  every  where 
before  the  arts  of  draining  were  in  use ;  and  nothing  was  neces- 
sary in  such  places  to  (traduce  the  future  phenomenon  of  sub* 
terranean  timber,  but  to  carry  the  trees,  when  cut  down,  upon 
the  surface  of  the  bog,  which  might  easily  be  done  in  dry  sum* 
mere.  Dr.  Plot,f  who  also  seems  to  be  of  this  opinion,  adduces 
several  reasons  for  supposing  that  they  might  have  been  buried  in 
this  way,  to  make  room  for  the  plough:  he  also  imagines  that 
the  English  might  begin  to  clear  their  lands  for  tillage  as  early 
as  the  reign  of  Alfred  the  Great. 

There  is  indeed  some  plausibility  in  this  theory ;  for  at  pre* 
sent  even  the  vestiges  of  most  of  our  English  forests  are  ob- 
literated ;  and  scarce  any  of  them  can  now  boast  of  their  syl- 
van honours.  *Tis  true,  however,  that  some  of  the  woods  were 
destroyed  in  licentious  times ;  and  that  many  of  them  have  been 
suffered,  through  mere  neglect,  to  waste  away  from  the  pil- 
lage of  a  dishonest  neighbourhood. 

Leland  during  his  journey  seems  not  to  have  paid  much  at- 
tention to  the  then  state  of  this  woodland  tract.  He  says 
M  coming  oute  of  the  town  of  Mansfield,  withy  n  a  little  way  ; 
passed  over  the  brooke  that  renneth  in  the  vale  hard  by  it. 
This  brooke  a  3  miles  by  west  above  the  town  of  Mansfield, 
and  a  3  miles  lower  goeth  by  Clypstooe  as  I  harde. 

«  Soone  after  I  entered,  withyn  the  space  of  a  mile  or  lesse, 
into  the  very  thick  of  the  woddy  Forest  of  Sherwood,  wher  ys 
greate  game  of  Deere :  and  so  I  rode  a  v  miles  in  the  very 

Vol,  XII.  D  woddy 

9  Gilpin's  Forest  Scenery, 
t  Plot*!  Staffordshire. 
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woddy  grounde  of  the  Forest,  and  so  to  a  little  pore  street* 
a  thoroughfare  at  the  end  of  the  wood** 

"  A  little  or  I  came  to  the  end  of  this  wodde,  I  left  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  on  the  right  hand,  the  Ruins  of  Newstead  a 
priory  of  Chanons." 

In  less  than  a  century  after  this,  Thoroton  tells  us  that  the 
pleasant  and  glorious  Condition  of  this  noble  forest,  is  now  won- 
derfully declined ;  and  he  adds,  there  is  at  present  (1675)  and 
long  hath  been  a  justice  seat  held  under  my  Lord's  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  Justice  in  Eyre  of  all  his  Majesty's 
forests  north  of  Trent,  wherein  it  seems  his  deputies  or  lieuten- 
ants have  allowed  such  and  so  many  claims,  that  there  will  not 
shortly  be  wood  enough  left  to  cover  the  bilberries,  which, 
every  summer  were  wont  lo  be  an  extraordinary  great  profit 
And  pleasure  to  poor  people  who  gathered  them,  and  carried 
them  all  about  the  country  to  sell. 

Notwithstanding  this  early  devastation  there  is  still  much 
woodland  scenery  in  existence,  sufficient  to  give  a  pretty  accu- 
rate idea  of  what  was  once  a  forest  life.  Gilpin,  (whose  obser- 
vations are  so  very  picturesque,  that  we  shall  take  an  opportu- 
nity of  embodying  many  of  them  in  this  delineation  as  highly 
illustrative  of  what  may  be  esteemed  one  of  the  chief  beauties 
of  Nottinghamshire)  remarks,  that  this  once  celebrated  forest  was 
formerly  the  frequent  scene  of  royal  amusement.  As  early  as 
the  time  of  Henry  the  second,  Mansfield  was  the  general  resi- 
dence of  the  court  upon  these  occasions,  and  it  was  in  its  vicinity 
that  Henry  made  an  acquaintance  with  the  miller  of  famous 
memory,  Sir  John  Cockle;  but  in  treating  of  Mansfield  at 
greater  length,  we  shall  perhaps  have  an  opportunity  of  shewing 
that  this  old  legendary  story  is  by  no  means  of  such  an  early 
date.  This  forest  was  also  the  retreat  of  another  personage* 
equally  celebrated  in  the  Chronicle  of  ballad,  the  illustrious 
Robin  Hood,  who  with  little  John  and  the  rest  of  his  associates, 

making 

*  This  K«ms  to  have  been  Pspplewick, 
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making  the'  woody  scenes  of  it  their  asylum,  laid  the  whole 
country  under  contribution.* 

It  is  a  matter  of  serious  regret,  in  a  picturesque  point  of  view, 
that  hone  of  our  landscape  painters  have  ever  thought  of  study- 
ing in  this  forest;  lor  it  cannot  be  denied  by  those  who  have 
actually  traversed  it,  that  it  would  afford  many  specimens  of 
landscape,  new  to  the  English  school,  and  of  which  no  good 
likeness  can  be  found  among  the  Italian  painters.  Its  style  is 
totally  different  from  the  rocks  and  woods  of  Claude  Lorraine, 
or  the  savage  scenery  of  Salvator  Rosa ;  but  it  has  a  wildness 
peculiar  to  itself,  varying  with,  the  hours  of  the  day  and  with 
all  the  atmospheric  changes  to  which  England  is  so  subject;  so 
that  in  fact  there  is  scarcely  a  ferny  heath,  a  knoll,  or  glade, 
Jhait  does  not  present  sotne  novelty  to  the  lover  of  picturesque 
beauty.  Having  traversed  its  woodland  haunts  in  every  direc- 
tion, under  all  the  changes  of  an  autumnal  season,  and  'midst  all 
the  varieties'  accompanying  the  aerial  landscape  at  early  dawn, 
during  the  glare  of  open  daj;>  and  whifet  the  dewy  band  of  even* 
mg  is  slowly  drawing  her  sober  tinted  mantle  of  grey  over  the 
receding  thickets,  and  all  nature  sinks  into  repose,  the  editor 
of  these  sheets  feels  that  he  would  leave  the  most  interesting  ef 
the  Bea6ties  of  this  county  but  imperfectly  noticed,  if  he  did 
not  enter  at  some  length  into  the  application  of  the  principles- of 
the  picturesque  as  far  as  they  relate  to  this  forest,  and  which 
are  so  ably  laid  down  by  the  inimitable  investigator  of  the 
charms  of  English  sylvan  landscape.  Nothing  can  be  more 
correct  than  his  first  principle  that  there  are  few  extensive 
forests  which  do  not  contain,  in  some  part  or  other,  a  specimen 
of  every  species  of  woody  scenery.  The  wild  forest  view  in* 
deed  differs  essentially  from  the  embellished  one,  for  beauty  is 
not  the  characterestic  of  the  forest.  It  disdains  all  human  cul- 
ture ;  and  the  very  name,  from  our  accustomed  association  of 
ideas,  immediately  suggests  to  the  imagination  a  continued  and 
uninterrupted  tract  of  woody  country. 

D8  This 

*  Vide  Gilpin'*  Forest  Scenery. 
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This  forest  however,  if  it  does  not  possess  what  the  landscape 
gardener  would  term  beautiful,  has  in  itself  every  variety  of 
sylvan  scenery,  consisting  of  pasture  tracts  of  woody  country 
intermixed  with  pasturage,  and  in  many  places  with  cultivated 
enclosures.  These  intermingled  scenes  are  again  divided  from 
other  intermixtures  of  the  same  kind,  by  wild  heaths  which  are 
sometimes  bounded  by  a  naked  line  of  horizon,  at  others  skirted 
with  wood :  and  this  Intermixture  of  wood  and  pasturage,  with 
large  separations  of  heath,  gives  a  variety  to  many  tracts  of 
Sherwood  Forest  which  could  not  be  expected  in  a  boundless 
continuance  of  woody  scenery  alone. 

The  forest  heath  too,  though  to  the  common  observer  it  pre- 
sents only  ideas  of  sterility  and  desolation,  becomes  a  most  in* 
teresting  scene  to  the  tasteful  admirer  of  nature,  when  bounded, 
as  it  generally  is  in  this  forest,  by  woods  in  various  directions, 
and  interspersed  here  and  there  with  lately  planted  clumps 
which  almost  imperceptibly  unite  its  woody  boundaries  with 
the  wide  foreground  of  heath  and  gravel.    A  very  pleasing 
contrast  too  may  be  discovered  in  the  broad  masses  of  colour 
in  the  wild  extent  of  heath  and  the  various  portions  of  gravelly 
surface,  broken  as  they  often  are  by  the  rude  forest  tracks,  or 
dotted  in  deeper  shades  with  patches  of  furze,  fern,  or  other 
wild  plants  which  stain  it  as  it  nere  with  every  shade  of  green, 
or  enliven  it  with  the  livelier  tints  of  the  yellow  furze  blossoms* 
But  among  all  the  minuter  plants,  as  Mr.  Gilpin  observes,  farm 
is  the  most  picturesque.    In  itself  it  is  beautiful.    We  admire 
ft,  adds  he,  for  the  form  of  its  leaf— its  elegant  mode  of  hang* 
ing—  and  its  dark  brown  polished  stem.    As  an  accompaniment 
also,  nothing  is  better  suited  to  unite  the  higher  plants  with  the 
ground ;  whilst  its  bright  green  hues  in  summer,  and  its  ochre 
tint  in  autumn,  join  each  season  with  its  correspondent  tinge. 
In  some  places  too  the  most  pleasing  ideas  of  animated  nature 
break  in  upon  the  desart  scene,  from  the  woodman's  cottage, 
er  groupes  of  cattle,  or  the  starting  deer,  and  when  these  ctr- 
% umstances  come  in  unexpectedly,  and  happily  unite  with  the 
6  time 
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time  of  day,  tr  with  the  general  espression  given  to  the  scene  by 
the  elate  of  the  atmosphere,  it  does  not  require  much  taste  to  per* 
cei? e  that*  to  a  picturesque  eye,  the  wild  heath  may  become  one 
of  the  most  interesting  scenes  of  the  forest  To  this  must  be 
added  tbp  incidental  appearance  of  smoke,  either  from  the  low* 
roofed  cottage,  or  from  the  frequent  practice  of  burning  the 
gone  and  fern  for  agricultural  purposes,  and  which  is  always 
attended  with  peculiar  beauty  in  woodland  scenery.  In  the 
latter  case,  its  effect  is  always  striking,  for  then  we  see  k  in 
large  masses  spreading  in  the  forest  glades,  and  forming  a  soft 
back  ground  to  the  trees  which  intercept  it ;  and  as  this  process 
generally  takes  place  in  autumn,  it  contrasts  more  happily 
with  their  russet  foliage,  or  withered  ramifications. 

Mr.  Gilpin  observes  that  the  blasted  tree  has  often  a  fine  efc 
feet  both  in  natural  and  in  artificial  landscape.  When  the  dreary 
heath  is  spread  before  the  eye,  and  ideas  of  wildness  and  de* 
selation  are  even  wished  for,  surely  no  accompaniment  more 
suitable  to  the  scene  can  be  imagined  than  the  blasted  oak, 
ragged,  scathed,  and  leafless,  shooting  its  peeled  white  branches, 
athwart  the  gathering  blackness  of  some  rising  storm  1  It  most 
be  confessed  indeed  that  much  of  forest  beauty,  if  beaut?  k  can 
be  called,  depends  upon  the  adventitious  circumstances  of  time 
and  asofoji.  He  who  would  enjoy  the  various  pleasures  inci- 
dental to  the  contemplation  of  nature  in  Sherwood  Forest,  must 
not  shrink  from  the  evening's  chill,  nor  from  the  passing  storm. 
When  the  tempest  scowls  over  the  forest,  as  Gilpin  sublimely 
exclaims,  as  we  traverse  its  deep  recesses,  what  grandeur  do 
the  internal  parts  of  it  receive  from  the  casual  ray  darting  upon 
them  I  or  when  we  view  the  storm  blackening  behind  the  trees, 
with  what  wonderful  effect  does  the  sun,  in  an  opposite  direc- 
tion, strike  their  tufted  heads.  But  if  that  sun  be  setting, 
whilst  the  tempest  is  brewing  over  the  hemisphere—black  to- 
wards the  east-r-lurid— more  purple— and  glowing  with  red,  as 
it  advances  towards  the  west—the  scene  is  too  sublime  for  de- 
scription. But  even  in  the  stillest  evenings  there  is  a  silent  and 
D3  a  sacred 
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a  sacred  charm  produced  by  the  effect  of  a  Sectoring  eun,  wtrits 
the  traveller  is  treading  the  mazes  of  the  forest  especially  in 
broken  ground;  because,  if  moving  with  any  rapidity,  he  is 
constantly  shifting  bis  sensible  horizon.  For  then  how  often* 
and  with  what  delightful  effect,  does  he  see  the  sun's  broad  disk 
just  appearing  above  a  woody  hill,  throwing  a  mass  of  light 
upon  the  broad  tints  of  green,  or  darting  his  lengthening  ray 
through  the  branches,  whilst  the  shadows  of  surrounding  objects, 
seem  extended  to  the  distance.  But  the  partial  breaks  of  light, 
are  at  this  time  the  most  beautiful ;  for~then  the  sun-beams,  so 
much  softer  than  the  glare  of  noon,  sometimes  catch  the  tops 
of  those  groves  that  hang  midway  upon  the  shaggy  steep,  and 
slightly  touching  here  and  there  some  other  prominent  objects 
imperceptibly  mix  their  ruddy  tint  with  the  surrounding 
mists,  appearing  to  set  the  upper  parts  on  fire,  whilst  the  lower 
skirts  are  lost  «  in  a  darkness  of  varied  confusion,  in  which 
trees,  and  dark  ground,  and  radiance,  and  obscurity,  Are  all 
•blended  together"  as  if  rendering  darkness  more  visible. 

It  is  not  however  in  any  one  district  of  Sherwood,  that  all 
these  varieties  can  be  seen.  The  open  heath  with  its  accompa- 
niments may  be  traced  through  these  broad  tracts  that  lie  between 
Beskwood  and  Mansfield,  skirting  Newstead  abbey,  and  ex- 
tending to  the  right  towards  Oxton  and  Farnsfield.  The  wild 
expanse,  overgrown  with  gorse  and  fern,  and  skirted  with 
woodland  scenery,  may  be  traversed  between  Mansfield  and 
Ollerton,  round  Edwinstow  and  Ruffbrd,  and  including  the 
scenery  of  Clipstone  Park.  Whilst  the  more  varied  scenery  of 
ancient  forest,  of  thickening  foliage  intermixed  with  open  lawns, 
and  breaks  of  cultivation,  may  be  found  round  Warsop  and 
Carbuiton  including  much  of  the  park  landscape  of  Wei  beck, 
Worksop,  Clumber,  and  Thoresby,  and  extending  to  the 
-northern  limits  of  the  forest  land  to  the  right  of  the  road  from 
Worksop  to  Retford.  The  whole  of  which  is  finely  contrasted 
■on  the  eastern  bounds,  by  the  rich  scenes  of  cultivation  and 
enclosure  extending  from  I  laugh  ton  park  to  Southwell,  and 

where 
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therein  general  the  ground  is  sufficiently  broken  to  add  the 
picturesque  to  the  beautiful.  Such  are  the  scenes,  that,  even 
in  it*  denuded  condition,  may  be  traced  throughout  Sherwood 
stress;  we  shall  now  slightly  touch  upon  its  ancient  history  and 
present  staie.  It  appears  that  the  forest  was  anciently  divided* 
er  rather  known,  by  the  names  .of  Tborney  Wood,  and  High 
Forest;  the  first  of  which,  although  by  much  the  smallest,  con- 
tained within  its  limits  no  less  than  nineteen  towns  or  villages, 
amongst  which  Nottingham  was  included  ;  and  the  High  Forest 
is  described  as  abounding  with  fine  stately  oaks,  and  being 
entirely  free  from  underwood.  The  first  time  in  which  we  find 
this  forest  particularly  mentioned  was  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
second*  it  being  then,  as  we  have  before  noticed,  a  place  of 
royal  resort,  and  also  famous  as  the  principal  haunt  of  Robin 
Hood  and  bis  trusty  bowmen. 

It  appears  by  an  inquisition  held  at  Nottingham  in  that  reign, 
that  the  arohbishop  of  York  bad  a  right,  or  a  custom,  of  bunting 
io  the  forest,  nine  days  in  every  year;  three  at  Christmas, 
three  at  Easter,  and  three  at  Whitsuntide ;  and  also  that  the 
archbishop  and  his  canons,  and  his  men,  had  beje  their  proper 
foresters,  and  aeryes  of  hawks,  and  pannage.  It  is  evident  in- 
deed, that,  although  not  mentioned  by  any  writers*  before  this 
reign,  it  must  have  been  for  some  time  previous,  of  consider- 
able consequence  ;  for  the  first  session  of  justices  in  Eyre,  held 
by  order  of  Henry,  was. under  the  superintendence  of  the 
bishops  of  Durham  and  Lincoln,  ?nd  the  earl  of  Leicester.  The 
last  of  these  sessions  upon  record  in  the  Tally  Office  of  the 
Exchequer,  is  in  a  book  in  which  is  entered  the  claims  and 
commencement  of  a  justice-seat  bejd  here  before  the  then  lord 
Cromwell  who  was  chief  justice  in  Eyre  north  of.  Trent*  and 
which  must  have  taken  place  sometime  after  the  26th  year 
.(1534)  of  Henry  the  eighth.  In  the  same  reign  there  was  also  a 
perambulation,  which  is  preserved  by  Thornton,  much  more 
annate  than  any  preceding  ones,  but  not  essentially  differing 
in  the  extent  of  its  limits. 

D4  According 
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According  to  Thofoton,  She*  wood  Fouest  extends  into  the 
Hand  reds  of  Broxton,  Tb  argarton,  and  Bassettaw.  He  conaideit 
its  origin,  as  a  forest,  uncertain ;  bat  although  not  mentioned 
by  name,  earlier  than  the  time  of  Henry  the  second*  he  shews 
ft  must  have  been  known  as  a  forest  long  before,  for  Wilttam 
Peverel  in  the  first  year  of  that  reign,  was  called  upon  to 
answer  «  De  Placitis  Forest®"  in  this  county.  At  that  time  he 
had  the  whole  profit  and  command  of  this  forest;  but  it  nest 
soon  after  have  fallen  to  the  crown,  for  in  Henry's  eighth  year 
(1161)  the  sheriff  of  the  county  prays  to  be  discharged  of  4/. 
in  vasto  forests;  and  two  years  afterwards  he  prays  for  the 
same  discharge,  also  for  6/.  5s.  Od.  paid  to  the  constable,  eight 
foresters  and  a  warrener ;  and  40/.  to  the  canons  of  Sherwood 
for  alms.* 

The  old  Forest  Books  contain  a  copy  of  a  charter  made  by 
King  John,  before  his  coming  to  the  crown  and  whilst  earl  of 
Morley n,  to  Matilda  de  Caux  and  Ralph  Fitestephen  her  hus- 
band, and  to  their  heirs,  of  all  the  liberties  and  free  customs 
which  any  of  the  ancestors  of  the  said  Maud  (lords  of  Laxton) 
held  at  any  time  in  Nottinghamshire  or  Derbyshire,  that  is,  ell 
the  forest  of  Nottingham  and  Derbyshire*,  as  their  ancestors 
ever  held  the  same. 

It  afterwards  came  to  John  Birking  as  heir  general  to  Matilda 
tie  Caux,  and  the  11th  of  Henry  the  third  (1S96)  was  in  the 
possession  of  his  son  ;  but  this  line  failing,  it  descended  to  the 
family  of  Everingham,  who  by  heirship  claimed  "Custo- 
dian) Forestarum  Regis"  in  both  Notts'  and  Derby ;  but  Tho- 
roton  is  of  opinion  that  this  claim  extended  no  farther  than  the 
preceding  limits  of  Sherwood  Forest,  as  Henry  had  disafforested 
mil  the  other  parts  of  those  counties,  five  years  before  this  claim 
was  pot  in. 

The  Everingham  family  having  lost  their  rights  by  forfeiture, 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  first,  it  came  to  the  crown,  since 
which  time  it  has  come  generally  under  the  civil  jurisdiction  of 

the 
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i  of  the  cennty,  and  its  forest  jurisdiction  has  been 
to  various  individuals  among  the  nobility  and  gentry, 
as  special  marks  of  royal  favour. 

lis  manners  and  cottons  at  that  period  are  carious,  and  in 
Some  measure  illustrative  of  the  times;  as  recorded  in  an  inqui- 
sitaon  taken  before  Geoffrey  de  Laagley,  the  Jong's  justice  in 
Eyre  north  of  Trent  By  this  it  appears  that  the  chief  keeper 
onght  to  have  three  depety  keepers  over  three  districts  in  order 
to  attach  all  trespasses,  and  present  them  at  the  attachment  be- 
fore tbe  Verdorerft. 

In  the  first  keeping  which  lay  between  the  rivers  Lene  and 
Dorerbeck,  he  was  to  have  one  forester  riding,  with  a  page  and 
two  foresters  on  loot;  two  verdure  re ;  and  two  agisters.  This 
keeping  contained  the  three  bays  of  Beskwood,  Liadeby,  and 
Willay. 

The  High  Forest  formed  the  second  keeping;  and  here  were 
two  foresters  riding,  with  two  pages  and  two  foresters  on  foot ; 
here  also  were  two  verdurers,  and  two  agisters.  This  keeping  abo 
included  tbe  two  hays  of  Birkland  and  BHlahay,  with  the  park 
of  Cltpatone,  which  were  to  be  under  the  care  of  two  verdurers 
and  two  agisters. 

The  third  keeping,  Rumwoode,  was  to  have  one  forester  on 
foot;  and  two  woodwards,  one  at  Carburton,  and  the  other  at 
Bodby ;  also  two  verdurers,  and  two  agisters.  It  was  further 
found  that  the  chief  keeper  ought  also  to  have  a  page  bearing 
his  bow  through  all  the  forest  to  gather  chimmage.* 

The  whole  extent  of  the  forest  from  north  to  south  is  about 
twenty-five  miles,  and  its  breadth  from  seven  to  nine ;  which 
seems  to  agree  with  its  ancient  boundaries,  for  the  perambu- 
lation in  the  ICtJi  of  Henry  the  third  (1231)  began  at  Coniags- 
withford,  by  the  highway  towards  Nottingham,  on  to  Blackstone 
Haugh,  and  thence  following  the  course  of  the  Dorerbeck  into 
the  Trent.  Westerly,  it  went  from  Coningswith  by  Maydcn 
Water  to  the  town  of  Worksop,  following  tbe  course  of  the 

river 
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tiver  US  Ptosley,  so  tip  to  Otter  Briggts,  them  keeping  the 
great  highway  to  the  Mill  ford,  thence  to  Maynesheed*  by 
Hard  wick  and  Kirkeby  to  Nun  Carre,  on  towards  Annealey, 
keeping  the  high  road  to  Linbye  through  the  midst  of  that  town 
to  Lene  water,  on  to  Lenton,  "and  from  thence  by  the  said 
water,  as  it  was  wont  of  old  time  to  run  into  the  water  of  Trent, 
to  the  fall  of  Doverbeck." 

.  Although  there  were  some  disafibreatatton  after  this,  yet  they 
appear  to  have  been  again  resumed ;  so  that,  as  Thoroton  states, 
this  old  perambulation  stood  in  the  year  167$,  without  any  re* 
markable  alteration*  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that 
several  tracts  of  Land,  particularly  in  the  northern  district  as 
jar  as  Rossington  bridge,  which  lay  in  a  waste  state,  had  been 
generally  esteemed  part  of  the  forest ;  but  from  the  survey  of 
1009,  they  appear  either  not  to  have  belonged  to  the  forest,  or 
to  have  been  disafforested  before  thai  time. 

The  present  state  of  this  forest  has  been  ably  delineated  by 
the  late  Major  Rooke,  who  observes  that  it  is  the  only  one  that 
now  remains  under  the  superintendance  of  the  chief  justice  in 
Eyre,  north  of  Trent,  or  which  now  belongs  to  the  crown  in 
that  district.* 

The  Forest  Officers,  consist  of  a  Lord  Warden,  who 
holds  his  office  by  letters  patent  from  the  crown,  during  plea- 
sure ; 

*  By  the  surrey  of  1609,  this  Forest  was  parcelled  oot  in  three  waits. 
The  north  includes  the  towns  of  Carburton,  Gleaddiorpt,  Wsraop,  Neule- 
worth,  Mansfield-woodbouse,  Clipstone,  Rufibrd,  and  Edwinstow ;  the  bays 
of  Birkland  and  Bilhagh,  towns  of  Budby,  Thoresby,  Palethorpe,  or  Pe- 
Terelthorpe,  and  Ollerton. 

In  the  middle,  are  Mansfield,  Pleasley  hill,  Skegby,  Sutton,  Huckncl){ 
Falwood,  part  of  KirLby,  Blid worth,  Papplewick,  Newstead,  part  of  Lin- 
by,  and  part  of  Annesley. 

In  the  south*  are  the  towns  of  Nottingham,  part  of  Werford,  with  Rad- 
foid,  Sneinton,  Colwick,  Get! ling,  Stoke,  Carleton,  Burton,  and  Bulcote. 
Gunthorpe,  Caythorpe,  and  Lowdham  ;  Lambley,  Arnold,  Basford,  BnlwtW, 
Beak  wood  Park,  Woodborough,  Calverton,  and  Sauntesford  Manor. 

Vide  Appendix  to  Lowe'i  Agricultural  Survey* 
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ror*;  at  present  the  Duke  of  Newcamh:  aBow-BsABEn  and 
Rakobb  appointed  by  the  lord  warden  during  pleasure  ;  at  pre* 
aent.  Lord  Byron:  and  Four  Verdurers  elected  by  the  free* 
holders  for  life ;  who  hare  each  a  tree  out  of  the  King's  hays 
of  Birkland  and  Btlpagh,  and  two  guineas  to  each  verdurer  at* 
tending  the  inclosure  of  a  break  ;  the  present  verdurers  are  Sir 
Francis  Molymemx,  Bart.  J.  Litchfield,  Edward  Thoroton  Gould, 
and  William  Skerbrookc,  Eaqrt. 

There  are  also  a  Steward  ;  nine  Keepers,  appointed  by  the 
verdurers  daring  pleasure,  having  so  many  different  walks,  and 
each  a  aahry  of  twenty  shillings  paid  by  the  lord  warden  oat 
of  a  fee  farm  rent  from  Nottingham  castle. 

There  are  also  Two  sworn  Woodwards  for  Sutton  and 
Carleton. 

Thorn ey  Wood  Cuace,  being  a  branch  of  the  Forest,  was 
granted  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  1599  to  John  Stanhope,  Esq.  at 
"hereditary  keeper,  which  is  now  enjoyed  by  the  earl  of  Ches- 
terfield.* 

The  Surveyor  General  of  the  woods  has  also  a  jurisdiction  over 
•  this  forest  as  far  as  regards  the  wood,  and  timber  of  the  crown; 
he  has  a  deputy  in  the  forest  who  has  a  fee  tree  yearly,  and  a 
salary  of  twenty  pounds  paid  out  of  the  6ales  of  wood.f 

Mr. 

•  This  chace  comprehends  the  greatest  part  of  the  present  Southern  division 
of  the  forest.  Mr.  Lowe,  in  his  Survey,  says  it  is  well  stocked  Villi  fallow 
deer,  the  other  parts  having  been  stocked  with  red  deer,  which  two  species 
appear  not  to  have  intermixed  in  breed.  The  quantity  of  wood  will  toon 
he  reduced,  in  eomseouence  of  the  recent  incisures  of  Lanibley  and  Ged- 
Jiog •  The  deer  have  been  latterly  much  diminished,  perhaps  totally  or 
nearly  destroyed. 

t  To  these  officers,  there  were  some  additional  ones  in  Thorcton's  time, 
towards  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  for  he  tells  us  that  the  twtlve  Re- 
garden  were  so  reduced  by  an  ordinance  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  first. 
Those  twelve  forest  Iteepers  were  at  that  rime,  one  of  Mansfield,  one  of  Mantv 
fefcl  Woodfcoose,  one  of  Annestey  bills  and  Newstcad,  one  of  P^pplewiek 
one  of  Rnnwoode  and  Oswald,  one  of  Rufibrd,  one  of  Bilbagh,  one  of  3iHt- 

land. 
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Mr.  Lowe  states  that  the  whole  soil  of  the  tore*  it  under- 
stood to  have  been  granted  by  the  crown  to  different  lord*  of 
manors,  reserving  only,  in  forest  language,  the  vert  and  vau* 
#oa,  or  trees  and  deer.  The  latter  were  certainly  in  former 
times  very  numerous,  and  all  of  the  red  kind,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Thorney  wood  chace,  where  they  were  the  fallow 
deer.  Within  the  memory  of  many  persons,  now  living,  herds 
of  a  hundred  or  more  might  be  seen  together  in  different  parts 
of  this  woodland  district;  but  the  extension  of  cultivation  has 
driven  them  gradually  from  their  accustomed  haunts ;  and,  ex- 
cept in  preserved  parks,  there  are  none  now  to  be  found.  The 
Ten,  and  venison  if  there  were  any,  are  under  the  care  of  JLhe 
verdurers  already  mentioned. 

It  was  most  certainly  not  quite  an  exaggeration  in  an  author, 
who  wrote  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century,*  to  say  that 
the  woods  were  so  destroyed,  that  Robin  Hood  would  scarcely 
find  shelter  in  Sherwood  forest  for  a  week ;  for  of  the  ancient 
woodland,  the  principal  remains  are  now  only  to  be  found  in 
the  bays  of  Birkiand  and  Biihagh,  which  form  an  open  wood  of 
large  ancient  oaks,  free  from  underwood  (except  in  one  part 
where  some  natural  birch  is  growing,)  but  most  of  them  in  a 
state  of  decay.  The  extent  of  this  tract  is  about  three  miles, 
by  one  and  a  half;  or  about  fifteen  hundred  acres:  and  in  a 
survey  about  two  and  twenty  years  ago,  they  contained  no 
more  than  ten  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventeen  trees,  va- 
lued at  a  little  more  than  seventeen  thousand  pounds.  Part  of 
these  hays  is  in  Thoresby  park.  Clumber  park  contains  the  re- 
mains of  two  venerable  woods,  which  were  called  Clumber 
and  Hard  wick  woods ;  and  there  are  some  other  ancient  dis- 
tricts of  small  extent  consisting  of  Harlow  wood,  Thieves  wood, 

and 

land,  one  of  Calverton,  one  of  JatQesfield,  one  of  Langtoo  arbour  and 
Blidworth,  and  one  of  Sotton  m  Aftbfioid.  There  were  alto  a  keeper  of  Not- 
tingham park,  a  keeper  of  CUpstone,  and  several  woodparda  for  every  tswa» 
snip, 

•  Tour  through  Great  Britain,  Vol.  5. 
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•nd  some  scattered  portion*  of  the  Mansfield  woods,  which* 
however,  can  boast  of  very  little  valuable  timber.  These  are 
all  that  remain  of  the  indent  woodland  ;  but  we  shall  have  oc- 
casion to  enter  more  minutely  into  a  description  of  the  modern 
plantations  which  are  now  conducting  on  an  extensive  scale. 

The  enclosed  parks,  bordering  on  the  forest  land,  hare  some 
antique  and  very  august  specimens  of  the  ancient  forest  ho- 
nours. Major  Rooke  observes  that  in  Welbeck  park,  particu- 
larly, the  extensive  groves  of  ancient  and  majestic  oaks  are 
beautifully  diversified  by  the  slender  and  pendant  branches  of 
the  silver-coated  birch,  with  which  they  abound.  Many  of 
these  venerable  oaks  are  of  an  extraordinary  size,  and  undoubt* 
edly  of  very  remote  antiquity,  perhaps  not  less  than  a  thousand 
years  old,  some  of  them  being  upwards  of  thirty  four-feet  in 
circumference. 

Among  the  many  large  trees,  which  are  objects  of  curiosity 
to  the  botanical  tourist,  is  an  oak  on  the  west  side  of  Clipstone 
park,  called  the  parliament  oak,  from  a  tradition  of  a  parliament 
having  been  held  there  by  Edward  the  first ;  and  another  near 
the  north-end  of  the  same  park,  called  the  Broad  oak,  me*, 
soring  twenty  seven  feet  and  a  half  in  circumference.  Near 
Blidworth  also,  there  is  a  very  large  and  ancient  elm  called 
Langton  arbour,  which  even  some  centuries  ago  wai  sufficiently 
remarkable  to  give  a  name  to  one  of  the  forest  walks,  and  to 
have  a  keeper  appointed  to  it* 

A  recent  discovery  has  shewn  a  very  curious  mode  of  ascer* 

taining 

•  In  traversing  the  forest  between  Mansfield  and  Nottingham,  the  tourist 
•ill  observe  a  large  square  pillar,  on  which  was  formerly  a  brass-plate  with  an 
inscription.  This  b  on  the  north  side  of  Harlow  wood  ;  and  tradition  says, 
that  this  pillar  was  formerly  the  place  where  the  forest  officers  of  the  crown 
sssemUed  ennoaUy  on  Holyrood-day,  early  in  the  morning,  to  receive  the 
charge  of  the  lord  chief  justice  in  Eyre,  to  view  fences,  and  tale  an  account 
of  the  deer,  in  order  to  make  their  presentments  at  the  Sweinmote  court 
which  was  held  on  that  day  at  Mansfield  by  a  steward  appointed  by  the  tord 
chief  justice  in  Eyre.    Ztotb'i  Skeuh  <f  tht  Fircit. 
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laining  the  great  antiquity  of  some  of  these'  trees.  Mftjtfr 
ftooke  tells  us  that  in  cutting  down  some  timber  in  Birkfead 
and  Bilhagh,  letters  have  been  found  cut  or  stamped  in  the  body 
of  the  trees ;  denoting  the  king's  reign  in  which  they  were 
thus  marked. 

It  seems  that  the  bark  was  cut  off  and  the  letters  cut  in,  after 
which  the  next  year's  wood  grew  over  it  bat  without  adhering 
where  the  bark  had  been  cut. 

The  cyphers  are  of  James  the  first,  of  William  and  Mary, 
and  one  of  King  John  !  one  of  these  with  James's  cypher  was 
about  one  foot  within  the  tree,  and  one  foot  from  the  centre :  it 
was  cut  down  in  1786.*  One  of  William  and  Mary  had  the 
mark  about  nine  inches  within  the  tree,  and  three  feet  three 
inches  from  the  centre ;  cut  down  also  in  1786. 

The  mark  of  John  was  eighteen  inches  within  the  tree,  and 
something  more  than  a  foot  from  the  centre ;  it  was  cat  down 
in  1791 :  but  the  middle  year  of  John's  reiga  was  1907,  front 
which  if  we  subtract  120  the  uumber  of  years  requisite  for  a 
tree  of  two  feet  in  diameter  to  arrive  at  that  growth,  it  will 
make  the  date  of  its  planting  1085,  or  about  twenty  years  after 
the  conquest.  The  tree  therefore,  when  cut  down  in  1791,  must 
have  been  706  years  old,  a  fact  scarcely  credible ;  for  it  ap- 
pears from  the  trees  whose  marks  are  belter  authenticated,  that 
those  exactly  of  the  same  size,  when  marked,  had  increased 
twelve  inches  in  diameter  in  172  years,  whilst  this  one  had  in- 
creased no  more  than  eighteen  inches  in  584  years.  It  must 
he  allowed  however  that  the  surplus  six  inches  of  difference 
contained  a  greater  cubic  quantity,  than  the  six  inches  immedi- 
ately within  them,  and  would  therefore  require  a  longer  time  for 
their  increase,  and  that  in  the  proportion  of  an  increasing  progres- 
sion. 

•  This  tree  must  have  been  therefore  two  feet  in  diameter,  or  two  yards  in 
circumference  when  the  mark  was  cut.  Now  a  tree  of  that  size  U  general!/ 
estimated  at  one  hundred  and  twenty  years'  growth,  which  number  subtracted 
from  the  middle  year  of  James's  reign,  would  make  1491  the  date  of  the  plant- 
ing of  the  tree. 
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moil*  This  rery  accurate  delineator  of  Sherwood  Forest,  ac- 
tounta  for  these  phenomena,  by  supposing  (as  the  increasing 
wood  never  adheres  where  the  bark  hasfeeen  taken  off)  that 
the  sap  which  rises  from  the  roots  through  the  capillary  tubes 
of  the  wood,  to  the  branches,  returns  in  its  escalation  between 
the  blca  and  the  bark.  "  I  have  often/'  says  he,  "  examined 
many  of  the  ancient  hollow  trees  in  Btrkland  and  in  Bilhagb; 
and  always  found  that  where  the  bark  remained,  even  on  their 
mutilated  trunks,  there  they  frequently  put  out  small  branches 
with  leaves ;  but  where  that  necessary  coveting  of  the  re- 
taining sap  was  wanting,  there  was  no  appearance  of  vege- 
tation," 

With  respect  to  modern  improvement  in  this  forest,  much 
has  already  been  done ;  but  there  is  one  point  which  requires 
more  attention  than  has  hitherto  been  paid  to  it.  Mr.  Throsby, 
in  his  additions  to  Thoroton,  has  already  given  a  hint  on  this 
•abject,  and  it  were  well  if  it  could  be  attended  to.  He  says, 
"  in  passing  over  this  forest,  I  observed  that  ifcis  now  in  a  great 
measure  inclosed  between  Blyth  and  Nottingham.  As  many 
parts  of  it  are  but  tbinly  inhabited  at  present,  and  in  conse*- 
quenceof  the  inctosores  you  meet  with  a  great  variety  of  roads 
branching  here  and  there,  handposU  would  be  extremely  usefitl^ 
They  are  at  all  times  in  such  places,  the  most  civil  things  a 
traveller  meets  with,  but  rarely  seen  h4re." 

The  inconvenience  resulting  from  the  want  of  hand  posts  is 
certainly  very  great ;  but  with  respect  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
observation,  the  editor  of  these  sheets  must  do  the  inhabitants 
of  the  forestthe  justice  to  say,  that  in  walking  over  its  various 
tracts,  he  never  experienced  the  slightest  deficiency  in  cif  illty, 
hut  always  found  them  ready  to  direct,  or  even  to  accompany 
him  over  its  most  intricate  recesses. 

The  present  state  of  the  woodlands  of  this  forest,  and  of 
modern  plantation,  is  a  subject  of  too  much  importance  to  be 

slight!)- 

*  Major  Rooke  Also  f  ays,  that  tnttil  trees  with  this  mark  had  been  cut 
dewn,  10  that  deception  or  mistake  if  scarcely  possible. 
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slightly  passed  over,  particularly  at  a  period  when  our  impor~ 
tation  of  timber  for  naval  purposes  is  so  mock  circumeribedV 
That  England*  by  a  little  care  and  attention,  night  in  fifty 
years  be  able  to  supply  her  own  wants,  in  this  article,  and  that 
without  interfering  with  land  fit  for  agricultural  purposes,  is  a 
truth  which  we  believe  will  not  be  dented ;  at  least,  whoever 
traverses  this  tract  must  confess  that  much  of  it  which  is  unfit 
for  cultivation,  might  be  thus  usefully  employed.  To  shew 
what  has,  and  what  may  be  done,  we  shall  therefore  avail  omv 
selves  of  a  very  accurate  enumeration  of  the  various  modem 
plantations  by  major  Rooke,  to  whose  labours  we  have  been  so 
much  indebted  in  the  course  of  this  delineation. 

He  tells  us  that  so  late  as  the  beginning,  of  the  last  century 
(1700)  Sherwood  was  full  of  tree*,  and  it  was  then  one  con- 
tinued wood  from  Mansfield  to  Nottingham.  « 

Since  that  time,  the  forest  has  been  pretty  much  cleared ; 
none  of  the  ancient  woods  being  left,  except  those  which  we 
have  already  mentioned :  it  is  pleasing  however  to  observe  that 
efforts  are  now  making  to  adorn  this  ancient  forest,  and  that 
large  plantations  have  been  made,  and  are  still  making,  ia 
honour  of  our  splendid  naval  victories,  than  which  nothing  can 
be  more  appropriate. 

The  duke  of  Portland's  extensive  plantations  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Welbeck  have  a  fine  effect,  and  are  already  seen 
at  a  great  distance ;  whilst  the  scraggy  oaks  called  Thieves 
Wood,  between  Mansfield  and  Nottingham,  have  been  filled  up 
with  young  plants,  which  are  now  springing  up  to  form  an 
union  with  several  others  of  the  Portland  plantations. 
.  On  that  part  of  the  forest  called  Cock's  Moor,  in  the  parish  of 
Kirkby,  and  which  is  generally  considered  as  the  highest 
ground  in  the  county,  commanding  the  most  extensive  view* 
in  every  direction,  a  plantation  of  forty  acres  has  lately  been 
formed :  and  forty-five  acres  have  been  sown  wkh  acorns  and 
.  f  hesnuts  in  Norton  forest  in  the  same  neighbourhood. 

The  second  duke  of  Kingston  planted  two  large  clumps  of 

evergreens. 
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the  one  circular,  the  other  square,  on  HangeVblll, 
at  .the  wtottead  of  Birkland,  which  hare  succeeded' very  well. 

The  Manver*  family  have  made  many  plantations  about 
Thoretby  since  it  came  into  their  possession.  One  of  these, 
partly  forest  trees  and  partly  firs,  has  been  called  Howe  Grove, 
in  honour  of  the  first  of  June :  another  at  the  eastern  extremity 
of  the  Anaru  adjoining  to  Thoresby  park  is  named  after  the 
Earl  qf  St.  Vincent :  and  there  is  another  on  the  boundary  of 
tedby  forest,  called  Duncan  wood,  which  with  some  steeps  on 
the  forest  side  of  the  park  called  Portland  grdve,  and  Bentinck 
border,  form  the  whole  of  the  Thoresby  plantations  on  that  side. 

•The  extensive  plantations  at  Rafibrd  abbey,  bordering  on 
the  forest,  first  begun  by  the  late  patriotic  sir  George  Saville; 
have  been  -greatly  increased  and  improved  by  the  present 
possessor. 

The  Right  Hon.  Frederic  Montague  has  also  in  this  part  of 
the  forest  made  several  plantations,  chiefly  of  oak:  the  first  of 
fate,  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  road  to  Nottingham,  is  called 
Ike  Howe  plantation :  the  next  is  the  Spencer ;  the  third,  about 
a  mile  from  these  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  road  is  the  iW/- 
*o»;  contiguous  to  which  is  the  St.  Vincent  plantation. 

Adjoining  b  another  plantation  in  honour  of  Sir  John  Borlase 
Warren's  gallant  conduct  on  the  coast  of  Ireland,  and  during 
his  command  of  the  Western  Squadron,  and  called  the  Warren 
plantation:  and  the  Dimca*  plantation  is  formed  on  the  right 
hand  side  of  the  coach-road  to  Papplewick :  whilst  on  the  most 
elevated  spots  in  these  plantations,  handsome  pillars  are  erected 
with  suitable  inscriptions. 

In  this  western  district,  and  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  road 
to  Nottingham,  just  where  the  forest  gives  way  to  modern  cul- 
tivation, Henry  Cope,  Esq.  has  erected  a  good  bouse,  and  has 
also  formed  several  extensive  plantations,,  which  are  already 
become  highly  ornamental. 

On  the  eastern  limits  of  Sherwood,  sir  Richard  Sutton,  Bart, 
bu  made  some  very  extensive  plantations  near  Farnfield;  and 
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in  one  of  these,  *fcich  encircles  a  hill,  he  ha*  raised  i»i 
building  in  the  Turkish  sty  Ic,  which  commands^  i 
atyd  delightful  prospect. 

Round  Kirkby*  Mine  very  large  clumps  of  fiw  end  larebns, 
which  are  new/  of  snfficie  ot  growth  to  be  Men  at  a  considerable 
distance*  tave  been  planted  by  Sir  Richard  Kaye,  Bart.  L.  L.IX 
the  late  venerable  dean  of  JUn^olo,  and  rector  of  this  perish. 

Towards  the  northern  limits  we  must  notice  several  ?ery  cojh 
'  spicuous  plantation*  fanned  by  Earl  Bathurst;  also  about  fifty 
aires  of  oak  and  other  forest  tree*  planted  by  Robert  Ramadan, 
Esq.  of  Carlton;  nor  mqsjt  we  omit  the  very  extensive  planta- 
tions of  F.  Foljambc,  Esq*  round  Ogherton,  which  with  a  pa- 
triotic spirit  thct  owne*  is  annually  increasing. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  agree  with  the  Major  in  his  coocluekm* 
that  from  the  laudable  exertions  of  the  resident  nobilky  and 
gentry,  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  the  uninclosed  parts  of  thia 
extensive  forest  of  Sherwood  will  again  be  embowered*  sad 
that  succeeding  generations  will  have  occasion  and  opportunity 
to  venerate  the  majestic  oaks  planned  by  their  ancestors  as 
monuments  of  British  valour.  ' 

To  give  some  adequate  idea  of  the  surface  of  the  forest  with 
respect  to  eaten**  we  shall  cJo*e  with  a  sketch  of  the  survey  in 
1609,  with  the  more:  recent  inclosures. 
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In  1789  in  AuMMFfreft^M— ^.^28Q 
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1796  Leoton  and  Radford 261       m  ' 

g*4*  jmw  w*y, 
*f  anheajguq*  jflelosurei,  of  which  we  Jiav*  npt  tow  abfc  tft  pa* 
curt  any  estimate. 

Having  thus  completed  our  <kta<*ftUo»  «f  the  forest,  it  o»J|r 
rtsseint  for  *s  t*  notice  the*  ftwm  h»tf  legendary  eher** tar* 

KOBIN  HOOD, 

whom  tradition  words  at  having  mad*  thi*  bit  p»ioa>poj 
baaot,  *ud  of  whose  popular  %nd  interesting  story  hi*  ifctle 
is  known  to  any  degree  of  certainty,  though  his  e^p^ts  h*Vt 
been  celebrated  in  ballad  in  every  succeeding  age.* 

We  shall  here  endeavour  to  collect  all  that  has  been  written 
upon  the  subject,  both  legendary  and  historical ;  and  though 
we  cannot  hope  to  throw  any  new  ligl#  upon  *  taje  so  obscure 
as  to  be  by  some  considered  as  entirely  fabulous,  we  may  at 
least  so  far  gratify  curiosity  as  to  present  h  with  ell  that  a 
patient  research  can  afford. 

Mr.  Throshy*  in  bis  addition  to  Thornton,  observe*  that  the 
songs  in  the  Garland  which  goes  by  hi*  name,  are  simply  and 
histoi  icaJUy  poetiged,  and  have  been  the  fmvonritee  of  the  lower 
glasses  perhaps  ever  since  bis  time.  We  are  very  doubtful, 
however,  of  their  having  any  particular  claim  to  antiquity,  a£ 
least  in  their  present  dress.  Their  internal  evidence  is  not  in 
farev  of  their  antiquity;  the  style  and  twaof  ssxpreaslon  are 
m  those  of  the  twelfth  century,  nor  of  naajpe;  ceniuries  alter* 

ES  wank 

*  Some  few  particular!  may  be  (bond  in  Percy's  tUJujuesi  bat  Sir  Jofap 
Hawkhuebiisktarithe  wbate  tabjecr  u  envtlope*  in  ahaott  Iiupcnetnlle 
■stansinty. 
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wartlt.  One  fat  in  particular  »  well  wurthp«f  ttfeotioi*  thrift 
they  are  free  from  indecency,  which  is  not  the  case  with  the 
popular  ballads  even  so  late  as  the  reign  .of  Elfeabethr;  end  this 
simple  fact  alone  must  place  the  date  of  their  composition,  or 
of  their  present  dress,  at  a  period  not  by  any  means  remote. 
Indeed  Bf r.  Thrasby  partly  agrees  with  this  opinion;  for  al- 
though he  says  tHat  their  remote  antiquity  cannot  be  doubted, 
be  adds  that  they  most  likely  have  been  varied  agreeably  to 
the  phraseology  of  the  different  periods  in  which  they  have 
been  recited.  We  further  agree  with  him  in  bis  observation, 
that  who  were  the  authors  of  theta,  rttbody  knows ;  and  that 
they  Were  most  probably  written  by  various  hands,  as  some  of 
them  have  much  more  of  the  spirit  of  poetry  than  others. 

That  Robin  Hood  however  was  not  a  fabulous  hero,  there  are 
sufficient  reasons  to  prove,  if  it  were  necessary. 

Camden  calls  htm  the  gentlest  thief  that  ever  waf ;  and  Major 
says  of  him, 

"  From  wealthy  abbots'  chests,  and  cburles  abundant  store. 

What  often  times  be  tooke,  he  shared  amongst  the  poor : 

No  lordly  Bishop  came  in  Robin's  way, 

76  him,  before  he  went,  bat  for  bis  pass  most  pay »' 

The  widow  in  distress,  be  graciously  relieved, 

And  resaedierf  the  wrongs  of  many  a  virgin  grieved." 

As  early  as  J  594  his  story  seems  to  have  become  a  favourite 
subject  for  the  drama ;  for  in  that  year  was  printed  "a  pastoral 
comedy  of  Robin  Hood  and  Little  John."  Again  in  1634  we 
meet  with  "  Robin  Hood's  pastoral  May  Games;'*  and  in  1730 
Robin  Hood  is  performed  as  an  opera  at  Bartholomew  Fair  in 
London.  Shortly  after  came  out  "  Robin  Hood  and  his  Crew 
of  Soldiers/"  and  in  1751  a  musical  entertainment  under  the 
name  of  "  Robin  Hood"  came  out  at  Drury-tone ;  besides  which 
we  have  had  M  Robin  Hood,  or  Sherwood  Forest"  of  a  recent 
date;  all  founded  on  the  original  Gsrland. 

This  collection  of  ballads  is  too  well  known  to  require  the 
insertion  of  any  extracts;  but  the  events  which  it  records  dif- 
fer 
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jbr  considerably  from  what  isionsidered  as  the  real  historical  bio- 
graphy of  this  extraordinary  character,  for  such  he  certainly  was.* 

His  legendary  biography  indeed  seems. made  up  of.atjssqe 
of  exaggerations.  It  tells  us  that  his  father  was  zforater,  aajd 
could  send  an  arrow  to  a  distance  of  two  north  country  miles  i 
and  by  a  strange  anachronism  it  describes  his  mother  as  niece 
to  the  famous  Guy>  the  Saxon  Earl  of  Warwick. 

She  is  stated  to  have  had  a  brother  "  a  notable  Squire"  whp 
lived  at  Game  we  11  Hill  in-  this  county,  (perhaps  corrupted  from 
Gamelston,  or  Gamston)  and  who  was  anxious  that  Robin  when 
a  yootb,  should  lire  with  him.  This,  however,  was  prevented 
by  a  fondness  for  field  sports*  and  for  a  rambling  life,  which  led 
Robin  to  Tutbury  in  Staffordshire,  not  far  from  his  birth  place 
of  Lorley,  where  he  married  a  shepherdess  under  the  poetical 
name  of  Clorinda,  having  been  cnarmed  by  her  dexterous  man* 
ner  of  killing  a  buck  in  the  forest 

Even  at  this  early  period  of  his  life,  his  exploits  against  the 
foresters  must  have  been  frequent ;  for  we  are  told  that  he 
killed  no  less  than  fifteen  of  tbem#  all  of  whom  were  buried  in 
1  row  in  one  of  the  church  yards  at  Nottingham*  His  fanjw 
now  so  great  that  he  had  raised  a  force  or  nearly  one  hun- 
dred followers  $  and  in  a  short  time,  his  robberies  and  frolics,  his 
kindness  and  charity  to  the  poor,  became  the  general  theme 

E3  of 

•  Drayton  ia  the  26th'  song  of  his  Pdy  Olhion  gives  some'  particulars  of 
Robin  and  his  fluid  Marian  called  Clorinda  in  the  Garland. 
-  i  m  A  few  dajs  ago  as  some  labouring  men  were  digging  ia  a  garde*  a* 
frskneaear  Nottingham,  the?  discovered  six  brown  skeletal  intirej  de> 
p«*itedi«  rcgvltr  Older  aide  byskje,  end  sappose^  to  he  part  of  the  fifteen 
foresters  that  were  killed  by  the  daring  outlaw  Jlobin  pood, 

v  Near  the  above  place  anciently  stood  a  charch,  boilt  in  the  early  ages  of 
Christianity  dedicated  to  St.  Michael,  and  totally  destroyed  at  the  reformation  ; 
yet  stall  thrparishieoers  on  certain  times  repair  to  this  pmoe  for  religion*  pur- 
poses, it  being  considered  as  consecrated  ground.  In  this  place  at  different 
times  grant  quantities  of  haman  bones  ha  vc  been  found*  besides  several  Saxon 

an4eM&igtmbcoia*e^*o."  ■  * 
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tf  edflftnfctiofi,  and  produced  a  kind  of  friendly  feting  towards 
fcttt,  although  an  outlaw.  He  appears  by  tfce  Gariind  to  baft 
tiled*  bis  besines*  Mi  amusement,  and  to  have  been  a  Many 
tbfef,  for  ba  sports  most  jocularly  with  tbe  character*  and  per* 
Mas  of  a  bishop*  and  the  sheriff  of  tbe  county,  after  robbing 
ftett  of  their  perse*. 

Yet  be  was  not  always  tfetoriees;  bat  seems  to  bar*  bean 
roughly  handled  at  different  times,  by  a  tinker,  a  shepherd, 
iftd  a  friar,  and  several  others. 

He  is  nest  described  as  going  to  London,  and  being  received 
at  court,  where  be  appeared  in  a  scarlet  dress,  whilst  has  men 
were  etad  in  Unc&tH  green  5  all  of  them  wearing  black  bats  and 
wttite  feathers  i  a  species  of  costume,  by  the  bye,  unknown*  in 
the  reign  of  Richard  the  first,  or  of  John,  at  which  that  ha 
lived. 

Soon  after  this,  he  is  stated  to  have  foaght  a  desperate  battle 
with  Little  John,  or  John  Little,  who  was  sewn  feet  high,  to 
wWh  however  be  was  wonted;  hot  Little  John  natwkbstaod* 
fttg  Joined  tbe  troop,  and  became  bis  raithfbi  friend*  After  tin* 
ftre  Garland  stems  that  a  meak  whoa  be  sent  for  to  ret  fan 
blood,  wart  the  cause  of  his  death,  when  aU  hia  bowmen  fled  Sa 
different  countries  to  escape  that  justice  wbicb  they  cooM  net 
otherwise  avoid,  n6wthat  their  chief  was  gene. 

Thus  far  the  Garland;  but  the  author  of  the  n  Anecdotes  of 
Archery/1  who  seems  to  have  paid  considerable  attention  hi  bis 
research  after  the  real  events  of  this  outlaw's  life,  gives  us  soma 
other  particulars  which  have  a  great  semblance  of  authenticity. 
Us  describes  him  as  at  the  bead  of  two  hundred  strong,  reao* 
Wte  men,  and  expert  areher*,  ranging  tbe  forest  of  Sherwood, 
but  not  remaining  there  always 

Poller 

#Taeretoale6iipaperiailsAatrt/vlieai#rkhi|ia  tbe  Cbribr*  i 
wKch  •*/*  -  the  fro***  Lfcle  Joha  (R*ia  Hosft  ee^aafaa)  1 
te HiOjtnffci  ebaffafrvstd,  la  tbepseh  of  Berbyshne;  mm  Stone atfcfe 
bead ;  another  at  bis  fcst|  and  part  of  hb  boW  **Dfi  ap  bi  tat  thereto. 
A.  D.  161*. 
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Feller  say's  tbat  his  principal  residence  was  to  Sherwood 
fbrfcst,*  though  he  had  another  haottt  near  the  sea,  ill  the  north 
riding  of  Yorkshire,  where  Robin  Hood'*  bay  still  bears  his 
natne:  and  Chariton,  in  bis  "  History  of  Whitby/'  Observes  that 
Xobin,  when  closely  pursued  by  the  civil  or  military  power, 
found  it  necessary  to  leave  his  usual  haunts,  tettedted  across 
the  ttioort  to  Whitby  in  Yorkshire,  Where  he  always  had  ih 
readiness  some  small  fishing  vessels,  and  ih  those  putting  bff 
to  Sea,  he  looked  upon  himself  as  quite  secure,  and  held  the 
Whole  power  of  the  English  nation  at  defiatice.    The  "Anec- 
dotes of  Archery"  add,  that  the  principal  place  of  his  resort 
41  these  times,  and  where  his  boats  were  generally  laid  up, 
Was  about  six  miles  from  Whitby,  still  known  as  Robin  Hoodt 
bay.    It  h  then  l&tefl  to  be  a  tradition  in  that  neighbourhood, 
tbat  ta  ode  of  these  peregrinations,  he  went  to  dine  with 
Eicbard  the  abbot  of  Whitby,  accompanied  by  his  friend  Lit* 
tit  John;  when  the  abbot,  Who  had  often  heard  with  wonder 
•f  their  great  rtill  in  shooting  With  the  long  bow,  requested 
after  dinner  that  be  might  have  a  specimen  of  thett  dexterity. 
The  two  friends,  in  order  to  oblige  their  courteous  entertainer, 
accompanied  the  abbot  to  the  top  of  the  abbey  tower ;  from  this 
elevation  each  of  them  shot  an  arrow  wbtoh  fell  close  by 
Whitby  Laths.    To  preserve  the  metftoty  of  this  transaction, 
and  to  mark  the  distance,  the  abbot  set  tip  a  pillar  on  the  spot 
where  each  arrow  fell;  the  distance  being  more  than  a  mea- 
sured ttHe.    Tfrtt  there  were  two  pitTars  standing  at  Whitby  a 
few  years  ago,  is  beyond  a  doubt,  and  that  they  were  called  af- 
ter these  two  friends  is  equally  certain  ;  but  that  there  is  any 
reel  foawdation  for  the  story,  We  wtH  not  pretefei  tosey. 

The  "Anecdote*"  then  proceed  to  state  that  he  was  wot* 
I*****  and  a  price  **t  upon  his  head ;  and  detail  several  stra» 

E  4  tageris 

*  ftitioa,  ifto  ttiitinty  Bat  ftfewn  tadtfedgabl*  r*s4afen  in  his  "  fUbin 
Hood"  in  two  Tdtantet,  njg  fbat  fifcrntdafe  forert  in  Yoikibir*,  rod  t lodp- 
<*n  ptoii  In  Cuaifcrttaad,  Wwe  4fto  tw6  of  his  fivouxirt  nattttf. 
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tagems  which  were  put  in  practice  to  ensnare  him  bat  in 
for  force  he  repelled  by  force,  and  stratagem  by  more  skilful 
wiles.  At  length  the  force  sent  against  him  was  so  powerful 
that  many  of  his  followers  fell,  and  the  remainder  haying  been 
forced  for  personal  safety  to  desert  him,  he  sought  shelter  and 
protection  in  the  priory  of  Kirklees  in  Yorkshire,  the  prioress 
of  which  was  his  near  relative*  Here  it  is  said  old  age,  disaap* 
pointment,  and  violent  fatigue,  brought  on  a  disease  which  rg» 
quired  venesection,  when  the  monk  who  was  called  to  perform 
the  operation,  either  through  ignorance  or  design,  wounded  an 
artery,  and  he  bled  to  death. 

Convinced  that  his  end  was  approaching,  and  wishing  to 
mark  the  spot  for  his  last  repose,  he  called  for  his  bow,  and.  let- 
ting fly  two  arrows,  the  first  fell  into. the  river  Calder,  but  the 
second  falling  into  the  park,  pointed  out  the  place  of  sepulture. 
His  death  is  said  to  have  taken  place  on  the  eve  of  Christmas 
day  1274;  and  on  his  tomb,  which  still  remains  in  Kirklees 
part  the  following  epitaph  is  said  to  have  been  inscribed  by 
the  prioress* 

1         *»  Hear  tmdernead  dis  latil  steart,  ' 
«  Lais  Robert  Earl  uf  Huntington  * 

1    lfat'.srchMrer  as  his  sa*  gead,  .     >   ■ 

r  -     And  nip! Jfauid  i«n  Robin  Head  i  .  i 

,.•  (      (      Liek  ut|a*  as  hi  an  is  men 

Vil  England  nivr  see  agen.,,# 

The  question  now  naturally  arises,  "  who  and  what  was  this 
Robin  Hood,  earl  of  Huntingdon  ?f 

thai 

•  A  drawing  of  tab  tomb  is  preserved  by  Goagh  in  bit  SepeJcftrmlHomi* 
meats ,  but  we  are  told  that  the  late  Sir  Samuel  Armtege.  caused  tin  atone  to 
be  taken  up,  and  the  ground'below  it  to  bo  dog  a  yard  deep,  which  appeared 
iter er  before  to  have  been  moved.  It  was  thence  •opposed  that  this  coold  not 
have  been  the  place  of  hit  interment. 

Mr.  Bition  alto^on  the  authority  of  one  of  the  SloamanJdSS.  says  that  it  was 
the  prioress  who  bled  him,  and  suffered  him  to  bleed  to  death. 

t  Robin  Hood  hat  not  been  mentioned  by  any  of  the  clerical  writers,  of 

that 


TTkatiionobJcawn.af  tlmtname  ever  exwted  irt  l£ngland|  H 
beyond  a  doubt.  John,  Le  Scot,  ef  the  royalfamily  of  Scot* 
Mu»d,  waaearl  of  Huntingdon  in  1219.  He  died  shortly  after, 
and  .t^e  title  was  extinct  until  1337,  when  it  was  conferred  on 
William  de  Clinton,  which  completely  fills  up  the  period,  of 
fcU^intiood^Jife. 

Iuhsp  indeed  been  said  that  his  name  Was  Head  or  Hood* 
wad  that  be. was  the,  soa  of  a  nobleman.  Others  again  hare 
been  of  opinion  that  in  the  unsettled,  reign  of  Richard  the  first, 
he  was  one  of  tjioje]  youths  that  resented  the  inclosing  of  the 
fores*,  and  being  prosecuted  by  the  officers  of,  the  crown,  he, 
was  tempted  both  for-  his  own  security  and  out  of  revenge,  to 
raise  a  band  of  archers, .  who  acting  nnder  hi*  command  infested 
all.  the,  towns  within  tbeibrest  and  in  its  vicinity,  robbing, all 
rieh  travelers,  batne^er  proceeding  to  acts  of  bloodshed  ex? 
cept  in  self-defence;.  It  has  been,  said  too,  that  he  was  a  great 
rarotiritein  many  pajrts.of  the  country,  in  consequence  of  his 
hoarding  up  it**,  different  /articles  which  he  obtained  in  hi* 
course  of  r^bbe$y,n until  they  amounted  to  a  considerable  stock* 
whqu.he  ejtpotejl  tl^em,,  %  .sale,  at  a  particular  place  on  the 
bocdeia  of  ,tbe^b$e*t,  ,wjaere  bis  sales  were  as  regularly  attended 
as  a  %^: and  jtbej^is  no  4fl»bt  t^af  but  .customers  got  their 
purchases  pretty  cheap,  from  whence  arose  the  proverb  of 

As 

that  period1,  whUliMrtRiftdtf/^nitaiadof  considering  it  as  an  argument 
sgaimt  hit  eeUsteace^te  rtroffcdon*  was  owing  to  the  inveterate  halted 
•ad  mmkj  wale*.  aJ^rJastfbY  foseftwrs.  always  shewed  towards  that  order, 
who  were  Ala^M^tt^svw^aTsoit|ieitiiB«. 

*  These  is  another  prove/b  respecting  him*  recorded  by  Fuller  in  his  Wor- 
thiej  of  England. — "  Many  talk  of  ftobin  Hood  who  never  shot  out  of  bis 
how"— that  is,  adds  this  quaint  historian,  "  many  discourse  (or  prate  rather) 
of  Batters  wherein  they  have  no  skill  or  experience.  This  proverb  is  now 
extended  all  over  KngUnd,  though  originally  of  Nottinghamshire  extraction." 
FaUcrtken  goes  on  to  say  "that  be  was  an,  arc*  robber,  and  withal  an  excellent 
mtker;  though  smrely  the  poet  gate  a  twang  to  the  loose  of  hi*  arrow;  raak- 
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•  As  fer  a*  regards  historical  Diet,  he  is  certainly  mentioned  in 
ear  different  annate;  end  Rapm  notices  htm  to  for  a*  to  tmj 
that  about  1199  lited  the  famous  Robin  Hood  with  Mb  cobs* 
panion  Little  John,  Who  were  said  to  infest  Yorkshire  with  their 
robberies. 

la  the  Harleian  collection  of  MS9.  also  at  the  British  Mcneom 
in  No.  123S,  p.  199,  there  is  the1  foHowirig  article,  though  we 
know  not  on  what  authority,  nor  by  whom  written. 

"  Robin  Hood,  accompanied  with  one  called  LHtfe  Johtt,  mo- 
lested passengers  on  thfe  high  way,  temp*  Rich.  I.  of  whom  Hi* 
said  that  he  was  of  noble  blood,  no  lease  than  an  Earle.  Haying 
Wasted  his  estate  in  riotous  courses,  Very  penury  forced  Mm  to 
steale.  The  King*  att  last  sett  forth  a  proclamation  to  haute 
him  apprehended;  at  which  thn«  it  happened  he  Ml  HI  at  a 
nurtnery  in  Yorkshire,  called  BiHHr^*,*  and  desiring  there  t*  be 
let  blood,  he  was  betrayed  and  ttttdtf  bleed  to  death." 

But  the  question  seems  now  pretty  Wfet!  set  at  rest,  bjrStflfte^ 
ley  in  his  Palgograpbia  Britaftitia,  VW.%  p.  119,  where  be  con- 
jectures his  true  bafae  to  be  Pit*  Vtth,  tod  Hhat  he  WaVtfe* 
acended  from  a  Norman  chief  of  that  itinttt,  #htf  Wea  loW  of 
£yme  in  Lmcdhshlre  immediately  after  tfte  t6ttt)<feeV  tfttd 
farther  that  bis  mother  was  daughter  of  Fayt^fteaocbatttii  arid 
Roisia  de  Vere.  l'  ' i  '  •     '* 

The  Pedigree  appears  then  to  rurt  WAe  flffloWng  ^bJWher. 
Richard  Fits  Gilbert  or  de  Clare,  earl  of  Brum  in  Normandy* 
named  Alice  daughter  of  WaJtbaof  wjbp  wa*  ea* \it of  Hunting* 
ion  in  IMS  in  right  of  his  wife  Jftetittr  aietrbe  W411iefi*  the 
Conqueror,  He  bad  a  atm  by  tbto  Alteej  Robert  Fk*  Ottbert, 
whose  daughter  Roisia  having  married  <9ffu€rt  de  OaOflt,  had 
a  daughter  Maud  Wife  of  Katyh  Pius  Ooth,  or  Oeik,  a  Nonftan, 

and 


iaghiai  ftoot  toe  a  cloth  yard  long,  at  Toff  forty  aoreaiarf,  for  < 
uetet  higher  tbaa  the  to**,  mod  wHftia  lacs  thin  aibot  eftfaettart. 

**  Bat  herein  oatatrthor  Iritffr  ttflSMthK  fthWe>l>,  tflKdfe  £tW§a  df  nMUa 
RoM,ttfflK*«bc*B%a*^aa*!Mr 

•  Tbuii  erideaUj  an  error  in  copying  from  tome  aid  MS*  for  Jfatfata, 
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aad  lord  of  Kyme  in  Lincolnshire.    Of  Mb  marriage  waaWrV 
Has*  Fits  Ooth,  who  was  brought  op  by  Robert  de  Vera  earl  of 
Oxford,  and  married  a  relative  of  his  patron,  the  daughter  of 
Paganel  Beauchamp  amd  Boitta  dt  Vere  of  the  Oxford  family. 
Bobert  Fits  Oolh  was  the  son  by  this  match,  and  he  certainly 
•mU  that  prove  a  deacon*  from  the  first  earl  of  Huntingdon, 
though  his  claim  to  the  title  might  not  be  so  certain ;  and  yet  it 
moat  be  acknowledged  that  he  was  at  least  one  qf  the  representa- 
tive* of  Waltbeof  the  first  earl,  by  bis  daoghter  Alice ;  a  claim  of 
tome  importance  when  it  is  recollected  that  Waltbeof  leaving 
no  son,  the  title  of  Huntingdon,  after  his  death,  was  carried  by 
another  daoghter  Maud  to  her  hasband  Simon  St.  Lis,  who  waa 
the  second  earl,  bot  left  no  issue ;  and  Maud  marrying  to  ber 
second  hasband  David,  prince,  and  afterwards  king,  of  Scotland, 
he  became  third  earl  of  Huntingdon  in  right  of  bis  marriage ;  bot 
ffcia  Hoc  failed  in  John  Le  Scot  who  was  the  tenth  earl  of  Hun- 
tingdon, hot  died  without  issue  in  19*7,  firom  which  time  until 
1887*  when  the  tkle  was  conferred  as  a  new  grant  on  William 
de  Glinton,  it  appears  to  hare  been  considered  as  extinct. 

Thresby,  who,  in  his  additions  to  Thoroton,  seems  to  hare' 
taken  a  ^wj  comprebensiTe  view  of  this  subject,  observes  that 
under  these  circumstances,  the  title  may  actually  have  been 
darned  by  Robert  Fits  Ooth;  and  there  it  great  weight  in  a 
subsequent  observation  where  he  says,  it  has  been  supposed  that 
b*  nfcsgbt  have,  been  driven  to  his  predatory  course  of  life,  in 
Consequence  of  the  troubled  state  of  Henry  the  second's  reign, 
or  perhaps  adopted  it,  being  dissatisfied  with  the  refusal  of  his 
rtsstsa,  POTttcwfrrly  aa  hit  lather  William  Fits  Ooth  might  hate 
MnaftsmsHicalelnt  the  consequences  of  the  rebellion  of  the 
kinfV  eldest  son,  the  prince  HeUfry)  for  in  the  rebellion 
the  earl  of  Ferrers  took  the  prince's  side,  and  he  was  lord 
of  Loxiey,  which  hat  been  said  to  be  the  birth  place  of  Robin 
Hood.  It  may  also  not  be  irre)«V*M  to  observe,  that  the  feet 
•f  hk  being  something  ihore  than  a  mere  robber  is  evident  from 
■he  considerable  force  which  he  was  able  to  raise  and  to  keep 

4  together. 


together,  and  which  wast  ha?e  been  much  greater  than  ia  m<B* 
t^oned  in  the  legendary  ballads,  as  he  was  able  to  resist  lor 
such  a  length  of  time  all  the  attempts  of  the  royal  army,  or  <lf 
the  sheriff,  to  arrest  or  even  to  dislodge  him*  * 

We  have  thus  detailed  all  the  evidence  which  baa  been  col*' 
lected,  or  is  likely  ever  to  be  collected*  respecting  this  extra* 
ordinary  character,  and  mast  now  leave  oar  readers  to  dca# 
their  own  conclusions  on  the  subject. 

The  regular  division  now  leads  us  to  the 


^TOWN  Otf  NOTTINGHAM  j 

The  approach  to  which*  on  any  side,  is  particularly  striking  t* 
the  traveller}  and  it  may  be  justly  said  that  there  is  perbapa 
no  town  in  the  empire  which  appears  under  such  a  variety  of 
aspects  as  this,  does  from  its  different  points  of  view.  Tha 
tourist  who  arrives  by  the  London  road,  cannot  tail  being 
pleased  on  descending  the  hill  by  Plumptree,  to  see  the  fertile 
▼ale  of  Trent  bounded  hy  the  august  rock  on  which  it  stands, 
with  the  castle  on  a  precipitous  hill  to  the  left,  the  long  range 
of  buildings  gradually  sinking  into  the  plain  on  faa*  right, 
and  the  whole  crowned  by  the  graceful  tower  of  Su  Mary's, 
Should  he  enter  by  the  eastern  aide.  from,  the  Newark  road,  the 
whole  mass  of  building  is  then  foreshortened*  4he  towtt  of  St. 
Mary's  and  the  castle  are  nearly  in  one,  whilst  the.  tang  pne  of 
the  Trent  and  Lean  bridges  raise  ideas  of  its  si*e  and  import^ 
ance  which  its  apparently  circumscribed  limits  would  oatctfaer* 
wise  ha  v«  justified.  If  be  comes  from  the  north,  fcom  Maasfiekb  * 
the  tower  of  St.  Mary's,  still  preamiocnV  iafthe  esrty  object 
which  marks  his  approach  to  the  habitation  of  gregarious  man, 
until  he  rises  the  hill  above  the  race  ground,  when  the  whole 
view  bursts  upon  his  astonished  sight,  as  if  by  enchantment; 
the  whole  town  lies  at  bis  feet ;  he  sees  the  Lene  and  the  Trent, 
as  if  on  a  map ;  and  beyond  these  the  vale  of  BeWoir  in  almost  onv 
6  limited 
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lushed  extent,  skirted  partly  by  the  Leicestershire  hills,  seems- 
tike  anew  world  starting  into  existence.  It  is,  in  short,  impossible 
for  any  man  of  taste  or  feeling  to  view  the  scene  without  experi- 
encing emotions  that  he  must  allow  to  be  indescribable— emotions 
snch  aa  the  Jewish  lawgiver  may  have  felt  on  Pisgah's  mount 
Then  the  approach  on  the  western  road  from  Derby,  is  com- 
pletely different  from  the  others,  On  arriving  at  Wollaton 
park*gate,  the  town  is  just  seen;  all  that  is  descried  is  then  in 
a  comnapdrng  sitflsation,  and  this  is  perhaps  the  point  of  view 
which  impresses  a  stranger  with  the  highest  ideas  of  the  place : 
an  the  right,  the  castle  and  its  commanding  cliffs  boldly  start- 
ing from  the  verdant  swells  in  the  park;  in  the  centre  the  bar- 
racks appearing  to  form  a  town. of  themselves ;  and  to  the  left,  a 
immber  of  windmills  which  immediately  excite  the  idea  of  a  Dutch 
or  Flemish  town.  To  the  north  he  looks  down  upon  the  forest, 
with  its  foreground  flat,  but  in  high  cultivation ;  around  are 
numerous  villas,  and  respectable  manufacturer's  country  re* 
treats;  on  all  sides  the  country  appears  rich,  well  cultivated, 
and  populous;  and  the  noise  of  the  stocking  frames  is  heard  in 
most  of  the  houses. 

The  sounds  of  industry  on  all  sides  present  indeed  a  different 
picture  from  that  drawn  by  a  facetious  traveller,  sometime  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  who,  in  his  journey  to  the  north,  says, 

"Thence  to  Nottingham  where  rorert, 
Highway  rider*,  Sherwood  drovers, 
like  old  Robin  Hood  and  Scarlet, 
Or  like  Little  John  bis  varlet ; 
Here  end  there  they  show  them  doughty 
|n  cells  and  woods  to  get  their  booty."* 

At  the  same  time  it  must  be  confessed,  that  although  the  en* 
trance  on  the  western  side  is  open  and  airy,  yet  the  long  line 
rf  street  filled  with  low  manufacturing  pottages  does  not  im- 
press 

9  Vidt  Drunken  Barnaby's  Jietirney. 
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press  the  traveller  with  any  high  idea*  #f  ftitfeer  the  el 
or  comfort  of  tbe  town  itselfc 

Nottingham,  we  are  told  by  Camden,  and  Ma  whole 
j|uent  train  of  copyists*  has  the  honour  of  git ing  a  nam  to  tbe 
county  at  large,  This  is  evidently  softened  from  tbe  Saxon 
«  Snottingham,"  an  appellation  given  it  on  acroowt  of  die  enb- 
terranean  caverns  and  passages  hollowed  oat  in  aneient  timet  for 
bosses  and  retreats  under  those  craggy  recks  on  the  tenth  side, 
banging  over  the  river  Lene.  An  old  etysmologsst  (Astatine) 
informs  us  that  the  Savon  name  may  be  letiawdinto  «Spt> 
tencanun  Domut,"  or  tbe  house  of  cavers*  and  that  if  trans- 
lated into  British,  it  would  be  "  Tui  Qgo  Banc,"  t  name  which 
however  we  hare  no  authority  to  say  was  ever  given  to  Urn 

place. 
There  is  perhaps  no  town  in  the  kingdom*  whose  origin  it  bid 

in  greater  obscurity  than  Nottingham,  *nd  there  |t  certainly 

none  which  has  given  rise  to  a  greater  variety  of  conjectures* 

Stukely  says,*  one  may  easily  guess  Nottingham  to  have 
been  an  ancient  town  of  the  Britons*  As  soon  as  they  had 
proper  tools,  be  adds,  they  fell  to  work  upon  the  rocks,  which, 
every  where  offer  themselves  so  commodiously  to  make  houses 
in,  and  he  doubts  not  that  thee e  was  a  considerable  coileo 
tion  of  dwellings  of  this  sort. 

Dr.  Thorotonf  seems  to  consider  all  memorials  of  its  origin  at 
entirely  lost ;  and  places  no  confidence  whatever  in  John  Route, 
a  monk  of  Warwick,  and  canon  of  Osney,  who,  in  his  history 
addressed  to  king  Henry  the  seventh,  tells  a  long  tale  of  the  an* 
tiquity  of  Nottingham  980  years  before  the  Christian  era; J  a* 

which 

*  Stukeley's  Itinerary,  page  49.  t  Thoroton's  Surrey  of  Notts. 

t  Leland  in  his  Collectanea  Vol.  3,  p.  43,  gives  us  tome  fragments  from  a 
Chronicle  which  he  considers  as  the  work  of  an  unknown  or  uncertain  writer, 
who  teems  to  have  written  an  epitome  of  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth,  and  to  have 
inserted  many  things  whioh  are  not  to  be  Jbond  even  in  GecJfaey's  work,  aed 
whose  authority  is  certainly  thus  rendered,  ifpouibU,  more  doobtfol.  Here 
we  are  told  of  king  Ebrancus,  who  built  on  the  ddorota  hill  that  which  b  now 

Nottingham; 
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wfciflb  lime*  according  to  him*  king  l&ranc  built  n  town  on  th* 
bnnk*  of  Trent,  tod  partly  on  this  "Dolorou*"  hill,  a  nam* 
wfeWh  it  bad  acquired  from  the  extreme  grief  of  tb«  Briton v 
is*  opn*eq«enct  of  a  grtat  alaogbtev  of  them  by  king  Humber, 
mod  which  took  place  here  in  tho  reign  of  king  Albaoact    For 
tbi*  piece  of  original  secret  history*  indeed,  the  reverend  monk; 
dots  net  favour  as  with  any  authority ;  nor  can  we  help  think* 
tug  it  a  piece,  of  unnecessary  labour  in  Bering,*  in  his  history 
of  the  town,  being  at  th<e.  trouble  of  proving  that  the  Briton* 
baing  Utile  better  tban  savage*  at  Csesa/s  coming,  which  wa* 
only  half  a  century  before  the  commencement  of  the  Christian 
eta,  to  it  was  not  likely  that  they  should  have  been  more  civv» 
4i*ed  900  year*  earlier.   Dr.  Daring  however,  like  other  write** 
indulge*  himself  also  in  conjecture;  but  as  there  is  some  ap* 
fnaranc*  of  plausibility  in  his  opinion,  we  shall  slightly  notice) 
Its  substance.    He  conceive*  then  that  the  most  which  can  be 
anfposed  with  a  due  regard  to  probability,  is  that  considering 
Ilia  convenient  situation  of  that  part  of  the  forest  of  Sherwood* 
sn  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  site  of  the  present  town,  it  ia 
net  unlikely  that  severnl  colonies  of  Britons  bad  planted  tb*m> 
naive*  hereabouts*  wbete  they  were  sheltered  from  the  incle- 
mency of  the  most  prevalent  winds  of  the  winter  season,  accom* 
aaodatod  with  the  convenience  of  a  southern  aspect*  and  witfc 
plenty  of  water.    Nay.  like  Dr.  Stoikely,  be  imagines  it  highly 
peob*ble»  that**  soon  a* these  people  were  provided  with  tools  for 
the  propose,  finding  in  these  part* a  yielding  rock,  they  might 
improve  their  habitations  by  making  their  way  into  the  main 
rock,  and  framing  to  themselves  convenient  apartments  in  k,  and 
|pt*  perhaps  long  before  the  Roman*  oaen*  into  this  neigh* 

boorhoocL 

Nottingham  ;  and  immediate!*  after  H  it  etatedMhat  Lutius  ion  of  Helena 
caeaed  foot  cities  to  be  founded,  one  of  wkick  was  Nottingham.  Upon  the 
wmoie?  k  teems  test  the  Monkish  waiters  wet*  ignorant  o(  or  manewtfoe  to. 
t*jajwh|j**fam\*4**^  th**  sjeosM  of  >etn#m^a*i<  ooght  to  hare  good  me* 
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bourhood.    He  seems  to  lay  the  greater  stress  upon  this  conjec- 
ture, in  consequence  of  the  discovery  made  by  some  workmen  em- 
ployed by  lord  Middleton  in  1740,  to  level  a  deep  and  narrow  way 
between  the  two  hills  called  the  Sand-hills  on  the  Derby  road 
approaching  to  Chapel  Bar;  for  when  these  workmen  had  re- 
moved a  good  deal  of  the  sandy  part  of  the  bill*,  they  met  here 
and  there  with  excavations  which  (upon  clearing  away  the 
sand  from  them,)  appeared  to  form  the  partition  walls  of  several 
rooms,  of  different  altitudes,  cat  out  of  the  solid  rock.    These* 
the  Doctor  thought;  had  no  marks  of  being  of  Roman  workman- 
ship, and  he  therefore  considers  them  as  British.    These  re- 
mains he  even  considers  as  of  higher  antiquity  than  the  exca- 
vations in  the  rock  on  which  Nottingham  stands;  and  having 
roundly  asserted,  (which  may  indeed  be  true)  that  the  whole 
rock  on  which  the  town  is  built  is  so  undermined  and  hollowed 
out,  that  it  is  almost  a  question,  whether  the  solid  contents  of 
what  is  erected  on  the  top  would  fill   up  the  cavities  under 
ground,  he  eomes  to  the  conclusion  that  the  sand  of  the  place 
in  question  was  brought  from  the  Nottingham  excavations,  and 
that  it  would  not  have  been  lodged  upon  the  bite  of  these  cham- 
bers if  they  had  not  been  in  a  ruinous  state,  and  therefore  of  con- 
siderable antiquity.    He  adds  that  there  are  other  sand  hills 
about  the  town  where  the  same  discoveries  have  been  made, 
which  have  given  rise  to  a  tradition  that  the  ancient  town  of  Not- 
tingham stood  further  to  the  northward  ;  and  is  of  opinion  that 
these  straggling  habitations  formed  no  part  of  the  town  in  the 
8axon  times,  being  considerably  without  that  wall  which  Ed- 
ward the  elder  constructed  for  the  defence  of  Nottingham. 

The  Doctor  then  adverts  to  a  story  of  Coilut,  a  British  king, 
having  been  buried  here  in  the  year  of  the  world  3832,  a  period 
which  in  ancient  chronology  falls  in  between  the  destruction  of 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  the  destruction  of  Troy :  but  though 
possessed  of  all  the  prejudices  natural  to  a  local  historian*  he 
acknowledges  that  even  this  is  no  more  a  proof,  if  true,  of  the  an- 
nuity of  Nottingham,  than  that  the  certainty  of  some  Indian 

hula 
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hate  having  stood  a  thousand  years  ago  on  the  present:  stites  of 
New  York,  or  Philadelphia,  would  carry  their  antiquity  back 
beyond  the  days  of  William  Penn. 

After  all  these  conjectures  we  can  only  say  that  the  only 
thing  certain  is,  that  there  is  ho  authentic  history  extant  which 
gives  any  account  of  the  first  formation  of  the  caverns  of  our 
ancient  Troglodytes  ;  we  may,  therefore,  safely  infer  that  they 
are  anterior  to  all  authentic  history,  and,  of  course,  older  than 
the  time  of  the  Romans*    How  far  they  may  be  carried  beyond 
that  period  is,  however,  perhaps  lor  ever  bid  in  obscurity ;  but 
if  we  might, be  allowed  to  add  one  conjecture  to  the  many  al» 
ready  in  existence,  we  should  certainly  venture  to  suppose  that 
they  could  not  have  been  made,  before  the  island  of  Britain 
was  inhabited,  though  probably  very  soon  after;  and  we  may 
venture  to  predict  that  token  the  one  era  is  settled  precisely  by 
conjecturing  antiquaries,  the  other  may  then  be  guessed  at 
within  a  century  or  two !    We  come  now  to  a  period  of  Topo- 
graphical history,  which  might  be  supposed  attended  with  few 
difficulties;  but  the  real  antiquary  seems  possessed  of  the  pro* 
petty  of  the  Cuttle  fish,  which  throws  out  such  a  quantity  of 
ink  around  it,  that  it  is  impossible  to  trace  it  in  the  obscurity. 
When  the  emperor  Antoninus  drew  up  his  Itinerary,  through 
the  island  of  Britain;  be  seems  to  have  been  anxious  to  settle 
both  the  names  of  places,  and  their  distances,  with  great  pre- 
cision j  unfortunately,  however,  not  being  gifted  with  prophetic 
powers,  he  has  not  told  us,  what  these  places  would  be  called 
in  succeeding  ages,  and  there  are  now  as  many  disputes  upon 
the  ro*d,  where  the  Romans  were,  and  where  they  were  not, 
that  a  plain  jog  trot  traveller  can  scarcely  get  along.    Even 
round  this  very  spot,  now  under  examination,  two  very  learned 
men,  Or*  Gale,  aad  Mr«  Baxter,  have  kicked  np  such  a  dkst,  that 
if  they  had  .both  travelled  the  same  road,  the  traveller  in  search 
of  truth  would  have  been  blinded ;  they  seem  not  to  have  tra- 
velled the  same  roaij,  however,  and  therefore  there  is  a  differ- 
ence of  twsmty  miles  in  their*  distances ;  or  perhaps,  for  a  more 
Vot.  XII.  F  logical 
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logical  tArr-f^ere,  the  difference  ra  their  distances,  is  a  proof  t)f 
die  difference  in  their  urates. 

The  original  Itinerary  states  from  4)arof t/ttfttte,  to  fhtrabrivu 
$5 miles;  thence  to  CauMtmU  80;  thence  to  Lsiunim  96;  and 
silence  to  Jgeiocmm  14  miles.  Now  this  has' been  modernized 
by  Dr.  Gale,  who  preserves  the  Roman  distance,  as  correct,  ami 
considers  DuroNpontt,  as  Gormanehester,  near  Huntingdon ;  D*- 
robrivU,  as  Brig  Carterton ;  Cauwttum,  as  'Nottingham ;  Lindnm, 
aa Lincoln;  and  Agelocum,  as Littieborough. 

Mr.  Baxter,  however,  contradicts  this,  'and  asserts  Durdbri- 
ei*  to  be  Caster,  though  the  distance  is  only  "*$  miles ;  Causai- 
nis,  he  calls  Grantham,  though  the  distance  Is  only-Si;  fry 
his  account  the  distance  to  Lindurn  is  two  miles  short  of  the 
Roman  Itinerary ;  and,  though  he  adds  a  nrtle  from  fJndum  to 
dgeiocumr  he  is  still  SO  miles  short  of  the  whole  distance.  'For 
Antoninus  and  Gale  agree  in  a  distance  of  106  miles,  whilst 
Baxter  can  only  produce  85. 

Much  ink  has  been  spilled,  nay  wasted,  on  both  tides  of  the 
education ;  we  shall,  therefore,  add  as  little  as  possible,  to  the 
quantity;  it  is  necessary,  however,  to  state,  that,  although  the 
supporters  of  Mr.  Baxter  assert  that  there  have  never  been 
any  Roman  coins,  or  urns,  discovered  at  Nottingham,  as  is 
invariably  the  case  at  all  their  acknowledged  stations;  yet  as 
there  is  sufficient  proof,  that  there  were  'Roman  stations  frith* 
in  sight  of  the  rock  on  which  Nottingham  stands,  it  it  notHke- 
ly  that  a  place  whose  situation  was  so  comirtanding,  and  so  ca* 
pable  of  defence,  would  have  escaped  their  notice.  BufDr. 
Gale  brings  further  proof  in  support  of  his  opinion;  that  Onr- 
smuns  was  our  modern  Nottingham ;  for  be  shews  eteariy,  that 
Cantennis,  or  Caufennas,  were  the  Roman  changes  of  the  word 
Cferoi,  from  whence,  in  various  places,  were1  the  names  of  <"Go- 
ieanis,"  "  Gobamrium,"  &c.  Cevm  being  the  ancient  British 
for  a  cluster  of  rocks,  and  Kaf*  or  afoot*,  in  the  same  language, 
signifying  a  cavern. 

Or.  Gale,  indeed,  perhaps  goes  too  for,  in  supposing  that  the 

excavations 
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excavations  ate  Roman;  if  they  kid  been  so,  it  is  not  probable 
that  they  would  have  had  a  name  latinized  from  the  British ;  for 
there  is  no  instance  whatever,  on  record,  in  which  the  Romans 
had  adopted  British  words  for  the  names  of  places  of  their  own 
predion.  That  the  caverns  existed,  therefore,  before  the  Ro- 
man settlement  seems  beyond  a  doubt ;  it  is  still  probable* 
however,  that  the  Romans  may  have  availed  themselves  of  die 
then  existing  caves,  and  may  even  have  added  others* 

A  period  of  greater  certainty  begins  in  the  seventh  century, 
at  whkh  time  it  is  allowed  by  all  historians,  that  Nottingham 
was  a  considerable  place,  and  had  a  strong  tower,  for  its  de- 
fence;  aad  it  is  certain,  that,  during  the  Saxon  heptarchy,  it  had 
the  name  of  Snottiagham,  from  Swmmga,  signifying  caves* 
and  Ham,  a  home  or  dwelling  place,  or  perhaps  used  With* 
plural  signification.  It  is  Dr.  Bering's  opinion,  that  this  Saxon 
name  was  doubtless  given  to  it,  by  that  people,  from  the  coo* 
dition  they  found  the  neighbourhood  in,  before  they  themselves 
Bade  improvements  by  building.  It  then  belonged  to  the 
kingdom  of  Mercia,  and  a  part  of  that  kingdom  took  alter* 
wards,  in  king  Alfred's  reign,  its  naaae  from  this  town,  Snottingw 
bamScyre. 

It  is  rather  curious,  that  all  the  learned  investigators  of  the 
origin  of  Nottingham  should  have  ot  er  looked  a  particular  cii& 
amstance,  which  seems  to  throw  anew  light  upon  its  state,  in 
the  Saxon  times,  and  perhaps,  for  some  ages  previous  to  them. 
If  the  Saxon  origin,  of  the  name  of  Nottingham,  is  correct, 
my  we  not  suppose  also,  that  Snotteng*,  or  Smeuengaton,  may 
have  been  corrupted  into  8*auon,  or  Sneinton.  If,  then,  there 
Were  two  places  existing  in  the  Saxon  times,  by  the  names  of 
Snottiagafafti,  and  Snottenga/on,  it  is  a  very  probable  conjee* 
tare,  that  the  spot  designated  by  the  appellative  of  ion,  was 
more  considerable  than  that  which  had  only  the  adjunct  of  ham, 
inasmuch  as  a  town  is  larger  than  a  village,  or  hamlet.  That 
ttch  was  the  origin  of  the  name  of  Smcmon,  now  a  viUage  ad- 
j*ainf  to  Nottingham,  seems  almost  beyond  a  doubt,  when  we 

F  3  consider 
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eonsider  that  it  possesses  extensive  caverns,  of  an  antiquity 
equal  to  that  of  the  latter  place,  or  at  least  apparently  so  i  and 
it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  able  antiquaries  of  past  days 
were  not  in  possession  of  such  a  clue  to  conjecture.  Tis  not 
far  us  to  venture  further  into  a  subject  bo  capable  of  extension; 
but  we  may  be  allowed  to  express  a  hope  that  some  local  an- 
tiquary will  be  induced  to  investigate  it,  as  far  as  probability 
will  authorise  his  research. 

From  the  period  of  the  union  of  the  Saxon  heptarchy,  Not- 
tingham seems  to  have  increased  in  consequence.  In  Edward 
the  Confessor's  reign,  immediately  preceding  the  Norman  con- 
quest,  there  were  one  hundred  and  seventy  three  burgesses, 
and  ninet6en,villeins,  in  this  borough ;  and  Earl  Tosti  had  lands 
and  houses  here. 

But,  perhaps,  the  proper  era  from  whence  we  should  com* 
jnenee  our  view  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  this  place,  is  that 
period  when  the  kingdom  was  settled,  after  the  Norman  acces- 
sion, and  the  survey  of  Domesday-book,  was  made.  From 
•this  register  it  appears  that  Hugh,  the  sheriff,  found  here  one 
iiundred  and  twenty  dwelling  houses,  of  which  the  sheriff  him- 
self possessed  thirteen ;  Roger  de  Builly  had  eleven ;  William 
Peverell  the  earl,  son  of  Ralph  Peverell,  who  came  in  with 
the  Norman,  had  forty-eight  tradesmen's  houses,  which 
brought  him  in  thirty  shillings  per  annum  rent,  *  seven 
knights',  and  thirteen  gentlemen's  houses,  besides  eight  borders, 
forming,  in  the  whole,  his  honour  of.  Peverell,  in  the  town ; 
Ralph  de  Burun  had  twelve  gentlemen's  houses,  and  one  mer- 
chant's house;  one  Guilbert,  had  four  houses;  Ralph  Fiteber- 
bert,  eleven  houses;  Ooterrid de  Anselyn,  twenty  one  houses; 

Acadus 

•  It  is  curious  to  contrast  this  turn  with  tlio  value  of  land  in  Nottingham^ 
at  the  present  day.  In  1611,  the  ground  for  some  new  buildings,  in  a  street* 
at  the  end  of  Smithy  Row,  was  sold  at  the  rate' of  9*.  per  square  yard ;  so 
that  three  aqtiare  yards*,  without  bmldiags,  in  the  year  1811,  would  yield  as 
somen  in  interest  of  money,  as  forty-eight  houses  did,  in  rent,  in  the  year 
1OT6! 
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▲cadus  the  Priest,  two  bouses ;  in  the  croft  of  the  Priest  there 
were  sixty  houses ;  Richard  Tresle,  had  four  houses ;  and  in 
the  borough  ditch,  seventeen  houses,  and  other  six  houses ;  all 
amounting  to  two  hundred  and  seventeen. 

The  compiler  of  "  Magna  Britannia/'  published  about  a  cen- 
tury ago,  is  of  opinion,  that  the  reason  wby  we  find  no  more 
inhabitants,  in  this  borough,  is  because  many  of  the  houses 
were  deserted,  in  consequence  of  the  ravages,  that  took  place, 
in  the  Norman  conquest;  and  the  number  was  certainly  dimi- 
nished, since  the  Confessor's  reign,  for  then  there  were,  as  we 
have  before  noticed,  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  burgesses, 
and  villeins,  though,  when  the  first  Norman  survey  was  taken, 
there  were  only  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  men  dwelling 
there,  which  number,  at  the  Domesday  survey,  was  reduced  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty*  About  this  time,  however,  great  en- 
couragement seems  to  have  been  given  to  resident  burgesses, 
(and  we  may,  perhaps,  from  hence  date  the  origin  of  the  mo- 
dem burgess  lands,)  for  the  burgesses  bad  six  carucats  to 
plow,  and  twenty  borders,  and  fourteen  carucats,  •  or  plough 
lands  besides.  They  were  also  wont  to  fish  in  the  Trent,  but 
complained  that  they  were  then  prohibited. 

At  this  period,  also,  the  church,  with  all  things  belonging  to 
it,  was  of  100  shillings  annual  value. 

Having  thus  investigated  its  origin,  we  shall  now  proceed  to 
take  a  short  view  of  its  general 

Hisroer,  premising  first,  from  Bering,  that  Nottingham  can 
claim,  as  a  town  of  note,  the  ageof  900  years ;  as  a  considera- 
ble borough,  761 ;  as  a  mayor's  town,  518,  being  only  a  cen- 
tury posterior  to  the  metropolis;  aaa  parliamentary  borough; 
during  which  it  has  constantly  sent  two  representatives,  591 ; 

•  This  matt  bare  been  a  considerable  quantity,  for  the  carucat,  or  hide,  was 
*fi*scort  acres  of  arable  land,  together  with  pasture,  and  meadow,  wit!} 
Saras,  stable*,  «*d  dwellings,  for  such  a  Dumber  of  men,  and  beasts,  as  were 
lor  agricultural  purpose*. 
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•ad  as  a  county  in  itself,  ft  thing  Tory  unusual  for  bdrottfm,  a 
apace  of  353  years,  up  to  the  year  1912. 

The  first  great  historical  evens,  we  find  connected  with  the 
place*  was  in  the  year  852,  when  the  Danes,  in  the  coarse  of 
their  frequent  ravages*  came  to  this  place,  in  which  they  were 
immediately  afterwards  besieged  by  Buthred,  the  Mercian 
king ;  but,  with  ao  little  prospect  of  success,  as  the  Banes  bad 
possessed  themselves  of  a  strong  tower  on  the  scite  of  the  pre* 
tent  castle,  that  he  was  obliged  to  send  tor  assistance  to  Ethel» 
red,  king  of  the  West  Saxons,  and  Alured  his  brother*  who,  hav* 
ing  collected  a  large  army,  proceeded  towards  Nottiagbadi,  and 
offered  the  invaders  battle.  This,  however,  they  thought  pro- 
per to  decline,  when  the  Satan  chiefs  attempted  to  batter 
down  the  walls>  but  even  thW,  they  were  unable  to  perform;  and 
at  length  the  Danes,  starved  out  perhaps,  agreed  to  conclude  a 
peace,  and  return  home  under  their  leaders  Hmgw  and  JsVpMsu 
From  this  time,  until  940,  the  Danes  were  very  tooublesotwe 
to  Nottingham,  and  the  surrounding  parts  of  Mcreia ;  for,  hav- 
ing landed  with  a  large  army,  and  got  military  possession  of 
all  the  northern  parte  of  Britain,  tbey  left  a  large  force  there* 
and  proceeded  to  Nottingham,  which  they  took  with  facility, 
and  fixed  their  winter  Quarters  there.  From  this  they  were 
again  driven  by  the  Saxons ;  hot  again  returned,  and  remained 
until  the  middle  of  the  tenth  century,  when  king  Edmund 
made  a  final  reconquest  of  the  place. 

William  the  Conqueror  oame  here  in  1068,  and  soon  after 
founded  the  castle. . 

In  the  troublesome  times  of  Stephen's  reign,  Ralph  Paynell* 
who  wm  governor  of  the  castle,  and  in  the  interest  of  Henry 
afterwards  Henry  the  second,  invited  the  earl  of  Gloucester 
in  1140,  to  take  possession  of  the  town.  It  is  recorded  that 
the  town  being  thus  easily  taken,  was  plundered,  and  the  in* 
habitants  killed,  or  burnt  in  the  churches,  to  which'  they  had 
fled  for  safety.  Jt  is  also  stated  by  Stow*  that  one  of  the  rich- 
est 

9  9toir*s  Summary,  p*  136. 
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estoi  the.  inhabitants  was  forced  by  a.  party  of  the  Bobber*  t* 
skew  them where. his treasure  lay;  ta  accordingly*  teojk  then, 
into  a  low  cellar,  from  whence  he  escaped,  whilst  they  were 
intent  oo  plunder ;  aid*  having  shut  the  door*  set  fire  te  hie 
boose*  in  consequence  of  which,  not  only  they  were  burnt,  but 
the  whole  town  was  $et  in  femes,  Nottingham  oet  with -the 
ssme  misfortnnea  only  thirteen  year*  afterwards;,  for  being  ta» 
ken  by  Hpnry,  in  1153,  we  are  told,  by  Leland,  that  the  garri- 
son retiring  from  the  city  to  the  castle  set  fire  to  the  town  on 
their  evacuating  it* 

It  has,  however,  been  otherwise  asserted,  that  this  oonfia- 
{ration  was  caused  by  the  Earl  of  Ferrers,  in  the  contests  be* 
tween  Henry  the  second  and  his  son  Henry,  who  came  audf 
denly,  with  a  good  number  of  horsemen  to  Nottingham,  which. 
Reginald  de  Lucy  had  then  in  keeping  for  the  king ;  and,  bar- 
ing taken  it*  burnt  the  town,  slew  the  inhabitants,  and  divided 
their  goods  amongst  bis  soldiers. 

After  this,  from  whatever  cause  it  may  have  proceeded,  the 
town  of  Nottingham  appears  to  have  lain  in  ruins,  until  the 
kingdom  became  quiet  by  the  death  of  Prince  Henry,  whoa* 
his  father  bad  been  so  imprudent  as  to  cause  to  be  crown* 
ed  during  his  own  life  time :  the  inhabitants  then,  having 
some  prospect  of  protection  for  tfreir  lives  and  property,  began 
to  make  great  exertions  to  restore  it  to  its  former  consequence, 
and  the  king,  in  order  to  make  them  amends  for  what  they  had 
•offered  from  their  loyafey,  pot  only  gave  them  every  enoon* 
ragement,  and  assistance,  in  the  rebuilding  of  it,  but  also  grant* 
ed  them  a  mew  charter,  in  which  he  confirmed  all  those  free 
customs  which  they  had  enjoyed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
first  This  is  a  convincing  proof,  thai  Nottingham  had  been  a 
corporation,  for  a  considerable  tisae,  before  the  geant  of  ibis 
new  charter;  and  it  is,  with  great  probability,  supposed,  that 
thsy  had  enjoyed  a  market  and  paid  a  form  rent  to  the  crown, 
tame  tif*e  pcevka*,     John  earl  of  Morteyn,  Henry's  younger 

F  4  son, 

•Ldsnd  Collect  vot  3.  p.  319. 
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aon,  afterwards  king,  procured  them  some  farther  privilege* 
on  being  made  earl  of  Nottingham ;  and  by  a  new  charter,  which 
he  confirmed  on  coming  to  the  throne,  granted  all  the  advan- 
tages, which  hit  father  and  great  grandfather  had  bestowed 
upon  them,  together  with  a  merchant's  guild,  or  fraternity. 

Daring  the  contests  between  Richard  the  first  and  his  bro- 
ther John,  Nottingham  changed  hands  several  times ;  and,  on 
the  king's  return  from  hit  captivity,  this  -castle  held  oat  a 
siege  of  several  days,  though  the  king  himself  besieged  it  in 
person. 

Soon  after,  Richard  called  a  parfiament  here,  in  which  be 
demanded  judgement  against  John  and  his  accomplices :  and 
the  parliament  immediately  issued  summonses  for  John,  and 
the  barons,  his  friends,  to  appear  in  forty  days,  to  answer  all 
complaints,  under  pam  of  forfeiture  on  the  part  of  John,  and 
tor  the  others,  to  stand  such  censure,  as  might  be  awarded 
against  them,  by  the  parliament.  In  consequence  of  non-com - 
plianoe,  eart  John  incurred  the  forfeiture,  but  was  soon  restor- 
ed by  his  brother;  however,  after  coming  to  the  crown,  we  find 
that,  in  his  contest  with  tfce  barons,  an  attempt  was  made  to  de- 
prive him  of  this  place,  by  the  "army  of  God,  and  the  Holy 
Church/*  as  it  was  then  called,  but  without  success. 

On  a  subsequent  occasion  in  1919,  John  was  so  pressed,  that, 
having  received  repeated  intelligence  of  a  plot  against  him, 
he  distrusted  even  the  officers  about  his  person,  and  relying 
solely  on  the  loyalty  of  this  town,  and  of  some  foreign  archers, 
disbaqded  hi*  army,  and  retired  here  to  shut  himself  op  in  the 
castle. 

.  In  1330,  the  well  known  event  of  the  seizure  of  Mortimer, 
earl  of  March,  by  the  young  king  Edward  the  third,  took 
place  in  the  castle ;  but  that  will  be  treated  of  more  fully  in 
another  place. 

Seven  years  afterwards  a  parliament  was  called  together  for 
very  important  purposes,  and  Nottingham  has  the  honour  of 
being  the  spot,  from  whence  emanated  laws  that  were  the  first 

fouadatiou 
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foundation  of  England's  greatness,  as  a  manufacturing  country : 
for  here  it  was  enacted,  that  whatsoever  cloth-workers  of  Flan* 
ders,  or  of  other  countries,  would  dwell,  and  inhabit  in  En- 
gland, should  come  quietly,  and  peaceably,  and  the  most  con- 
venient  places  should  be  assigned  to  them,  with  great  liberties 
and  privileges,  and  the  king  would  become  surety  for  them, 
until  they  should  be  able  to  support  themselves  by  their  se- 
veral occupations.  The  same  parliament  also  passed  that  pa- 
triotic law,  that  no  person  should  wear  any  foreign  made  cloths, 
with  the  exception  of  the  royal  family :  they  also  prohibited 
the  exportation  of  English  wool. 

A  curious  attempt  to  infringe  on  the  liberty  of  election  took 
place  here,  in  the  reign  of  Richard  the  second,  which  is  well 
worthy  of  notice.  In  1386,  the  marquis  of  Dublin,  the  royat 
favourite,  having  been  dismissed  in  consequence  of  the  remon- 
strances of  Parliament,  he,  and  some  of  his  adherents,  soon  after 
procured  access  to  the  king,  and  was,  in  a  few  weeks,  accom- 
panied by  the  misguided  monarch  into  Wajes ;  where  it  was 
privately  settled,  that  a  plan  for  the  assumption  of  arbitrary 
power  should  be  put  in  force,  and  that  the  patriotic  barons, 
the  duke  of  Gloucester,  the  earls  of  Arundel,  Derby,  War* 
wick,  and  Nottingham,  shoald  be  the  first  victims,  not  only  for 
die  purpose  of  revenge,  but  of  security.  In  order  to  insure 
the  success  of  their  plan,  it  was  determined  that  the  King  should 
raise  an  army  to  keep  those  barons  in  check,  and  that  he 
should  then  call  a  parliament,  the  elections  for  which  should 
be  so  managed  as  to  have  none  but  the  friends  of  the  favourites 
summoned  or  elected,  so  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
passing  any  law  which  might  be  proposed.  No  sooner  was 
every  thing  prepared,  than  Richard,  with  bis  i  favourites  and 
their  friends,  proceeded  to  Nottingham,  where  all  the  sheriff*, 
and  all  the  judges,  were  sent  for,  together  with  many  of  the 
principal  citizens  of  London ;  to  these,  when  assembled,  the 
monarch  communicated  bis  design  of  proceeding  with  an  army 
to  chastise  the  noblemen,  already  mentioned,  and  demanded  of 
4  the 
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the  sherifls,  what  number  of  troops  they  could  raise  is 
ately.  He  then  teld  them  to  permit  no  representative*  to  be> 
chosen  for  the  new  parliament,  that  were  not  in  the  list*  whkh 
he  should  deliver  to  them  himself;  but  the  sheriffs  inuuediafte* 
ly  answered,  that  it  was  not  pessible'to  execute  his  orders;  far 
the  people  were  in  general  so  partial  to  those  noblemen,  thai  it 
would  be  difficult  to  levy  an  army  against  them ;  and  they  con- 
cluded by  stating,  that  it  would  be  still  more  difficult  todeprrie 
the  people  of  their  right  of  freely  electing  their*  representative* 
In  parliament. 

The  judges,  however,  were  neither  so  scrupulous*  nor  so  pa* 
triotic,  as  the  sheriffs ;  for  they  answered  to  the  queries  pot  to 
them, "  that  the  King  was  above  the1  law ;"  yet,  when  required 
to  sign  this  opinion,  they  endeavoured  to  evade  it,  until  forced 
by  the  menaces  of  the  court  party.*  Notwithstanding  this 
forced  submission  of  the  judges,  Richard  found  it  impossible  to 
do  any  thing  at  Nottingham,  and  therefore  returned  to  London. 

Nottingham  was  afterwards,  in  1461,  the  rendezvous  of  Ed- 
ward the  fourth,  where  he  collected  his  troops,  and  caused  btm- 
self  to  be  proclaimed  King,  immediately  after  fending  at  Ra- 
venspur  ia  Yorkshire* 

In  1485,  Richard  the  third  marched  front  Nottingham  Re- 
wards Bosworth-field,  in  order  to  decide  the  fate  of  England  m 
bis  fatal  contest  with  Henry  the  seventh ;  and  Henry  the  se- 
venth, two  years  afterwards,  (in  1487)  held  his  council  of  war 
at  Nottingham  previous  to  the  battle  of  Stoke,  which  we  shall 
have  occasion  to  notice  more  fully  in  another  place. 
.  We  must  not  neglect  to  notice  an  extraordinary  tempest* 
which  took  place  here,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  and  which 
is  thus  stated  by  Stow,  in  bis  Chronicle*     He  says,  that  on  the 

7th  of 

•  Tift  almost  unnecessary  testate  to  those  acquainted  with  English  history* 
(tot  these  judge*  were  sir  Robert  Tresiliae,  lord  chief  justice  of  the  king's 
beach,  who  wa»  afterwards  hanged  at  Trbarn :  Sir  Bobert  Belkaap,  OM 
justice  of  the  common  pleas;  Sir  John  Holt;  Sir  Bqapr  FollhotpiStr  WiU 
liam  de  Burgh ;  and  John  Lockton,  Sergeant  at  law. 
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7th  of  Jnly,  1558,  «  Was  within-  a  mile  of  Nottingham,  a  mar- 
vellous tempest  of  thunder,  which,  as  it  came  through  two 
towns,  (Leriton  and  Wilford,)  beat  down  all  the  booses  and 
chnrcbes,  the  bells  were  cast  to  the  outside  of  the  church-yards, 
and  some  webs  of  lead  400  feet,  into  the  field,  writhen  like  a 
pair  of  gloves.  The  river  Trent  running  between  the  two 
teams,  the  water  with  the  mud  in  the  bottom,  was  carried  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  and  cast  against  the  trees ;  the  trees  were 
pHdted  «p  by  the  roots,  and  cast  twelve-score  foot  off.  There 
fell  some  hailstones  that  Were  15  inches  about." 

In  1649,  Charles  the  first  set  up  his  standard  here,  which 
will  be  noticed  more  fully  in  another  place*.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  recapitulate  all  the  occurrences  connected  with  this  event,  as 
they  may  be  seen  at  large  both  in  Bering  and  Thoroton;  it  it 
sufficient  to  say,  that  tbe  town  being  soon  after  in  possession  of 
the  Parliament,  the  government  was  entrusted  to  Colonel  Julhst 
Hetchhison,  whose  memoirs  have  lately  been  published,  and 
who,  however  he  might  have  >erred  in  his  politics,  has  yet  the 
merit  of  being  true  to  the  side  he  had  chosen.  In  IMS,  ht 
seems  to  have  been  strong^  tfenvpted  to  deliver  k  tip  to  the 
King's  friends,  by  tbe  eaf  1  of  Newcastle,  who  oflbnd  hfen 
the  sum  of  10#XW.  and  promised  also  a  grant  of  the  castle  and 
hs  government,  to  him  and  bis  heirs,  which  he  reflated,  tec***- 
ing  to  bis  own  account  transmtaed  to  the  Parliament.  During 
the  next  year,  1644,  there  seems  to  have  been  a  paltry  kind 
ef  ftkirmtsfctng  carried  on  between  the  royal  garrison  4f  Kewx 
*rk,  end  that  of  Nottingham',-  for  we  are  told  by  Whrtiocsi, 
who  is  copied  by  Dtfrlng,  that  colonel  Hutchinson  inet  vjfch  a 
**rty  of  the  people  from  Newark,  when  he  slew  their  captain* 
ted  took  50  prisoner*;  and  that  he  and  his  party,  on  the  next 
4*7*  took  more  of  them  consisting  of  twenty  gentlemen,  and 
••cers,  together  with  sixty  of  their  horse.  Shortly  after  a 
detachment  of  the  Newark  garrison,  having  come  rather  too 
****  to  Nottingham,  to  levy  contributions,  and  to  take  some 
prisoners,  they  were  pursued,  by  a  party  of  tbe  Nottingham 

troops, 
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troops/  and  escaped,  with  the  loss  of  all  their  prisoners,  and 
five  or  six  of  their  own  party ;  but  the  Nottingham  men,  fol- 
lowing too  close,  were,  in  their  turn,  assailed  by  fresh  troops, 
their  prisoners  taken  from  them,  and  also  two  officers,  and 
about  thirty  horsemen. 

Some  differences  seem  to  have  taken  place,  between  the  gar- 
rison and  the  town  committee  in  1645,  so  that  the  Parliament 
were  obliged  to  refer  them  to  a  committee  of  both  houses ;  a 
measure  evidently  necessary,  as,  during  these  intestine  broils 
in  the  town,  a  party  of  horse,  from  Newark,  had  stormed  a  fort 
upon  Trent  bridge,  and  became  masters  of  it,  after  putting 
about  forty  men  to  the  sword. 

.  But  it  is  unnecessary  to  recapitulate  all  the  events  of  that 
time,  we  shall,  therefore,  just  notice  that  after  the  restoration, 
in  1682,  a  surreptitious  surrender  of  the  charter  was  procured 
by  the  ministers  of  Charles  the  second,  which  occasioned  great 
disturbances.  A  new  charter  was  granted,  but  even  this  was 
taken  away  in  1687,  by  king  James  the  second,  by  a  writ  of 
fuo  warranto. 

A  very  copious  account  of  the  subsequent  events  will  be 
found  in  Dering ;  but  it  is  not  irrelevant  to  add,  that  it  was  at 
Nottingham  the  meeting  took  place  between  the  earl  of  De- 
vonshire, and  several  other  noblemen,  in  order  to  promote  the 
glorious  revolution  of  1688,  when  a  stop  was  put  to  the  insi* 
dious  attempt  to  introduce  popery  into  the  kingdom,  and  that 
too  by  the  assistance  of  the  Dissenters ;  for  such  certainly  was 
James's  plan,  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  asserted  to  the 
contrary,  by  some  modern  whigs.*  The  internal  quiet  of  the 
kingdom,  from  this  period,  until  the  present  day,  (with  one  or 
two  slight  exceptions,)  leaves  us  little  more  to  record  of  past 
events,  respecting  Nottingham :   we  shall,  therefore,  merely 

briefly 

•  In  this  we  beg  leave  to  be  understood,  at  recording  an  historical  fret, 
without  reference  to  political  or  to  party  opinions;  two  things  which  ought 
eertainlj  to  be  avoided  in  a  work  of  this  kiad. 
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briefly  notice  ion»  late  occurrences*  which  fell  with  moat  pro* 
primly  under  this  general  head. 

Throsby  tells  as,  that  in  the  year  1777,  as  seme  workmen 
were  clearing  away  the  rubbish  at  a  place  called  Derry  Mount, 
they  discovered  several  human  bones,  which  appeared  in  a  per* 
feet  state.  In  a  scull,  there  was  the  appearance  of  a  bulled 
hole;  a  dagger  likewise  was  found  with  the  skeletons,  whidi 
were  fire  in  number,  and  a  piece  of  silver  coin,  the  legend  not 
legible.  But  from  a  tradesman's  token,  of  the  date  of  1609,  it 
was  supposed,  that  those  people  might  have  fallen  in  some  skir- 
mish during  the  civil  wars,  or  at  least  during  the  Protectorate. 

A  most  extraordinary  natural  phenomenon  took  place  here 
in  1785,  which  has  been  considered  as  perhaps  one  of  the  larg. 
est  water-spouts,  ever  seen  in  this  country.  It  happened  on 
theflrst  of  November.  In  the  morning  the  sky  was  clear;  but 
the  preceding  day  had  been  overcast,  and  some  claps  of  thun- 
der heard  in  the  evening,  though  at  a  considerable  distance. 
About  eleven  in  the  morning  it  became  overcast  like  the  former 
day,  and  rained  heavily  at  intervals,  until  the  afternoon,  the 
wind  being  first  at  south-west,  and  then  felling  calm.  At  four 
in  the  afternoon,  the  water-spout  was  first  seen,  proceeding 
from  a  dense  cloud,  apparently  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to 
the  southward  of  the  Trent,  and  moving  slowly  towards  it;  and 
it  was  remarked,  that  the  branches  of  the  trees,  over  which  it 
passed,  were  bent  downwards  to  the  ground. 

As  tbe  doud  came  nearer  to  the  river,  it  appeared  to  be 
strongly  attracted  by  it,  and  when  it  crossed  did  not  seem  more 
than  SO  or  40  feet  from  the  surface  of  the  water,  which  was 
violently  agitated,  and  flew  upwards  to  a  great  height  in  every 
direct  ion.  Some  persons  who  saw  it  from  the  Trent  bridge, 
then  only  about  800  yards  distant,  mistook  it  at  first  for  a 
column  of  thick  smoke  rising  from  a  warehouse  by  the  Trent 
side,  whiob  they  supposed  to  be  on  fire ;  but  they  were  soon 
undeceived,  and  now  beheld  with  astonishment  a  large  black 
inverted  cone,  terminating  nearly  in  a  point,  and  in  which 

they 
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Ibey  perceivied  *ery  plainly,  as  they  afterward*  said,  *  w&ftr 
ing  spiral  motion,  whilst  a  rumbling  noise  like  thunder  mm 
beard  at  a  distance.  By  the  description  which  those  people 
gave  of  it,  (and  indeed  they  may  be  supposed  to  have  examine 
wd  it  coolly,  whilst  they  supposed  it  to  be  only  a  column  jof 
«mofce,)  tDe  middle  of  the  cone  appeared  nearly  twenty  «fat 
*t  diameter.  After  passing  the  river,  it  ascended  .slowly  and 
majestically  in  a  N.  E.  direction ;  and  nothing  coming  within 
tfre  limits  of  its  electric  .powers,  until  it  came  over  Snenton,  it 
tbw  first  be£*n  its  devastation,  taking  the,  thatch  from  several 
bams  and  cqttages,  and  tearing  up  some  apple  trees  by  tfes 
roots,  one.  of  which  was  four  feet  in  circumference,  yet  was 
broken  short  off  near  the  ground,  and  the  body  and  branch** 
carried  .several  yards.  A  barn  near  30  yards  long  was  levelled 
with  the  ground;  the  adjoining  house  was  unroofed,  and  other- 
wise much  shattered ;  a  sycamore  in  the  yard,  which  measured 
nearly  two  ywds  in  circumference,  was  torn  up;  in  short,  no* 
thing  could  resist  the  impetuosity  of  its  action ;  and  the  rain 
falling  heavily  at  the  time,  joined  to  the  roaring  noise  of  the 
spput*  and  ftided  by  Abe  wmety  of  the  phenomenon,  produced 
amongst  t,he  spectators  a  scene  of  terror  and  confusion  which* 
they  ac£nowle4geq\  was  not  easy  to  be  described* 

It  was  stated  ajso,  tfrat  in  a  tavern  in  the  outskirts  of  the  vil* 
lage,  jt ,  tore  offpaj*  of  th,e  roof,  whilst  the  people  within  werw 
almost  all  of  them  seized  with  a  painful  sensation  in  the  head. 
which  lasted  some  hours :  and  the  spout  in  passing  over  the  ad- 
joining close  where*  a  number  of  people  were  collected,  it 
being  the,  usual  statute  for  hiring  servants,  afforded  rather  a  lu- 
dicrous scene  wherein  hucksters,  stalls/  baskets,  &c  were  all 
thrown  into  confusion,  imd  some  of  the  people  hurled  wjda 
freat  violence  against  the  hedge,  but  happily  without  any  se- 
rjon* accident.  One  boy  indeed,  about  14  years  of  age,  is  said 
to  have  been  actually  carried  over  the.hedge  into  a*  adjoining 
field,  hut  without  being  injured. 
Some  flashes  of  li^ht  were  observed  in  it*  passing  the  fields; 

*  and 
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•nil  as  the  cloud  pawed  over  the  hill,  oppositeto  the  tavern, 
tfcejpoet  was  obscured  to  contract  and  expand  alternately,  at 
if  it  badbeen  attracted,  mad  repelled,  by  some  extraneous  force. 
h  continued  in  all  about  twenty  minutes.*  We  have  been 
-nope  particular  in  noticing  this  phenomenon,  because  it  seems 
described  with  more  accuracy  than  any  similar  one  which  has 
happened  in  she  kingdom. 

It  is  always  unpleasant,  to  record  the  ebullitions,  and  out- 
rages, of  "party,  whatever  may  have  been  their  original  princi- 
ples ;  yet  we  cannot  wholly  pass  over  the  events,  in  the  year 
tttsH;  bafcaballavotd.all  chance  of  misapprehension,  by  a  quo- 
tation-from  Mr.  Tbrosby,  who  teems1  the  most  moderate  of  the 
local  historians  shot  have 'noticed  these  unhappy  disturbances, 
and  .to  have  confined  himself  to  historical  fact,  without  animad- 
•veanam.  He  commences  with  the  pleasing  observation,  that 
fthtsiyear  was  marked  by  the  loyalty  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
4ftem  and  county,  in  support  of  the  constitution,  and  defence  of 
•she  •  empire,  in  the  raising  of  four  troops  of  gentlemen  yeo- 
saanry  and  cavalry,  the  ranks  of  which  were  filled  up  with  the 
most  fesaectabl*  of  -* he  inhabitants  in  general,  and  the  whole 
tinder  the  commend  of  A.  H.  Eyre,  Esq.  of  Grove :  the  Not- 
tingham company  having  Ichabod  Wright,  Esq.  for  their  cap- 
tain. On  this  occasion  he  remarks,  that  none  shewed  more 
loyakyv>in*be  way  of  subscription,  than  a  club  in  Nottingham, 
caUedithe  loyal  society, 

JJauxtamately,  however,  in  July  of  the  same,  year,  a  serious 
^stnvbapeeteok  place,  in  consequence  of  some  people,  "evil 
afiected/ >  as  it  has  been  said,  shewing  signs  of  pleasure  on  the 
arrival  of  some  unpleasant  news  from  the  continent,  and  wear* 
ing  in  their  hats,  emblems,  &c.  A  party  of  royalists  in  con- 
sequence (or,  as  another  local  historian  describes  them,  a  num- 
-ber  of  violent  politicians  under  pretence  of  loyalty.)  ducked  se- 
veral disatTeeted  people  in  the  river;  but  not  stopping  there, 
the  mob  at  night  set  fire  to  some  outworks  of  Mr.  Dennison's 

cotton 
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cotton-mill,  in  which  some  of  those  considered  asJacobms  had 
taken  shelter,  and  from  whence  it  has  been  asserted  that  some 
shot  were  fired.  The  vigilance  of  the  magistrates  and  their 
friends,  howe?er,  assisted  by  the  light  horse  from  the  bar- 
racks, prevented  further  mischief  than  the  horning  of  some 
premises,  not  of  any  extraordinary  value :  but  the  next  day 
still  continued  as  a  day  of  ducking  and  disorder,  until  the 
popular  ebullition  subsided. 

Mr.  Throsby,  also  records  a  great  flood,  which  took  place 
here,  on  the  7th  of  February  1795,  after  a  severe  week's  frost, 
and  in  which,  by  an  accurate  estimate,  upwards  of  one  million 
of  damage  was  done  by  the  Trent  alone.  Many  families,  both  . 
in  the  town,  and  indeed  in  all  the  villages  bordering  on  that 
river,  were  great"  offerers,  from  the  loss  of  cattle  drowned,  and 
from  the  damage  done  to  their  goods.  The  new  gravel  road  to 
the  Trent  bridge,  which  had  been  heightened  and  improved  at 
different  times  at  a  very  considerable  expense,  and  the  beau- 
tiful canal  cut,  which  forms  a  collateral  branch  with  the  rirer 
Lene,  received  such  immense  fractures,  as  to  require  an  im- 
mense expense  for  their  repair ;  and  the  new  Lene  bridge,  with 
its  accompanying  arches  formed  to  draw  the  water  off  the 
road,  was  also  materially  injured. 

From  that  period,  nothing  remarkable  has  happened  at  Not- 
tingham until  the  unfortunate  disturbances  amongst  the  stock* 
ing  manufacturers  in  the  early  part  of  1812,  and  a  short  time 
preceding ;  but  the  occurrences  are  too  recent  to  require  de- 
scription, and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  parliamentary  regular 
tions  which  are  taking  place,  whilst  these  sheets  are  in  the 
press,  will  prevent  the  necessity  of  any  further  notice.  We 
shall  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 

Local  Topography,  of  Nottingham,  which  the  author  of  the 
tour  through  Great  Britain  very  justly  states  to  be,  one  of  the 
most  pleasant  and  beautiful  towns  in  England,  from  its  situation, 
even  if  its  various  buildings  were  not  to  be  taken  into  the 
account*    We  have  already  noticed  the  various  circumstances, 

connected 
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connected  with  iu  approach  from  different  quarters,  and  shall 
now  slightly  notice  its 

Situation  and  Extent,  the  former  of  which  is  perhaps  a* 
favourable  as  can  well  be  imagined.  With  respect  to  its  rela- 
tive situation  to  the  kingdom  in  general,  Dr.  Dering  very  justly 
observes  that  it  lies  almast  in  the  middle,  equidistant  from  Ber- 
wick upon  Tweed  northward,  and  Southampton  southward,  at 
the  same  time  that  there  is  very  little  difference  in  its  distance 
from  Boston  and  Chester,  on  an  east  and  west  line. 

It  is  locally  fixed  in  the  south  west  corner  of  the  county,  and 
of  the  venerable  Sherwood  forest,  and  drily  and  airily  situated 
upon  a  soft  rock  covered  with  a  sandy  soil.  On  three  sides,  it 
is  sufficiently  protected  by  gentle  eminences  from  the  most 
hurtful  blasts,  whilst  its  southern  aspect  gives  it  every  advan- 
tage of  the  enlivening  rays  of  the  noon-tide  sun  at  all  seasons 
of  the  year.  On  this  point  of  view,  it  overlooks  the  fertile 
and  extensive  vale  of  Belvoir,  the  Nottinghamshire  wolds, 
and  the  bills  of  Leicestershire ;  a  prospect  not  only  pleasing 
from  its  beauty,  but  also  from  the  consideration  of  the  great 
fertility  of  the  vicinity,  particularly  in  the  barley  crops,  and 
which  has  rendered  Nottingham  so  long  famous  for  malt  and 
ale. 

The  rock  on  which  it  stands,  is  so  high  that  even  the  ground 
floors  of  many  houses  on  its  summit,  are  a  long  way  elevated 
above  the  roofs  of  other  habitations  situated  in  the  NarrowMarsh 
at  its  foot.  Indeed  the  .stranger  is  struck  with  the  novelty  of 
the  prospect  when  in  one  part  he  contemplates  three  tiers  of 
streets,  each  overlooking  the  one.  immediately  below  it,  and 
many  of  the  bouses  in  these  streets  with  apartments  cut  into 
the  rock,  below  the  cellars  of  the  superior  ones. 

From  several  breaks  in  the  High  and  Low  Pavements,  and  in 
the  Castle  Lane,  the  birds  eye  view  of  the  houses  and  gardens 
between  the  foot  of  the  rock  and  the  rivers  Lene  and  Trent,  is 
extremely  picturesque,  and  becomes  more  so  when  the  spec- 
tator views  the  more  distant  scenery  extending  from  the  rotnan- 
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tic  and  plodding  hills  of  Sneinton  and  Colwick  in  the  south  cast^ 
round  by  Bridgeford  and  Gamston,  &c.  to  the  deep  em- 
bowered Tillage  of  Wilford,  overtopped  by  the  shady  groves  of 
Clifton. 

The  ancient  extent  of  the  town  was  from  Chapel  bar  across 
the  Mansfield  road  towards  the  present  house  of  correction, 
from  whenee  it  turned  short  to  the  southward,  through  Coal-pit 
lane,  and  thence  to  the  Hollow  stone,  then  forming  the  southern 
entrance  into  the  town ;  thence  along  the  pavements  towards 
tiie  south  side  of  Castte  gate,  joining  the  castle  rock,  near  to 
tfee  present  brewhouse  yard. 

In  later  times  (about  the  middle  of  the  last  century,)  Bering 
tells  us  that  the  town  of  Nottingham  was  about  two  statute  miles, 
and  the  County  of  the  town  spread  its  jurisdiction  upwards 
of  ton  miles,  in  circumference ;  the  boundaries  of  which  they 
carefolly  preserve  by  chusing  every  half  year  a  certain  num- 
ber of  persons  of  the  town,  headed  by  one  of  the  coroners, 
which  are  called  the  MiddUton  Jury,  &  name  supposed  by  lu- 
ring to  be  contracted  from  "middle  town  Jury,"  not  only  be- 
cause  they  are  summoned  from  amongst  the  towns  people,  but 
because  whilst  they  take  care  of  the  extreme  boundaries,  they 
likewise  walk  through  the  middle,  and  every  part  of  the  town*- 
taking  notice  of,  and  preventing,  all  mcroaclnnetots  and  nuis- 
ance*. 

The  flourishing  condition  of  manufactures  in  Nottingham 
have,  however,  during  a  course  of  many  years,  considerably 
extended  its  limits,  so  as  to  have  added  perhaps  one  half  to  rts 
superficial  contents  within  the  last  century ;  whilst  the  progress 
of  building,  not  only  m  the  very  heart  of  the  town,  but  also 
in  its  outskirts,  promises  a  further  increase,  as  soon  as  the  com- 
merce of  the  world  shall  be  restored  to  its  ancient  footing. 
The 

Ancient  Walls,  and  Gates,  of  Nottingham  are  now  scarce* 
ly  to  be  tratfed,  although  in  LelamTs  time  some  part  of  them 
was  remaining ;  he  says,  "  the  town  bath  been  meetly  well* 
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pallid  with  stone,  and  hath  had  divers  gates,  much  of  the  wal- 
le  is  now  downe,  and  the  gates,  savinge  2  or  3." 

The  ancient  line  of  wall  we  hare  already  noticed  in  describ- 
ing the  extent  of  the  towfi  in  former  times ;  to  this  we  have  lit* 
tie  more  to  add  than  that  the  original  wall  was  built  by  Edward 
the  elder  for  the  better  security  and  defence  of  the  place  about 
the  year  910,  and  that  William  the  Conqueror  made  some  ad- 
dition to  them  on  building  the  castle ;  for  after  that,  the  wall  of 
the  town  joined  the  outer  wall  of  the  castle,  and  thence  ran 
northward  to  Chapel  bar.  Of  this,  in  Bering's  time,  there 
were  manifest  vestiges  remaining.;  and  Throsby  says,  that 
though  from  Chapel  bar  north,  and  round  to  the  east,  the  true 
ancient  wall  is  not  to  be  traced  above  ground,  yet  even  within 
a  few  years,  some  parts  of  it  have  been  found  in  digging;  and 
he  adds  that  of  the  wall  extending  westward  along  the  rock  by 
the  coal  yard  to  the  hollow  stone,  a  portion  was  lately  visible. 

Bering  says,  that  about  midway  between  the  caatle  and  Cha- 
pel bar,  in  a  part  of  the  ditch  now  formed  into  a  reservoir,  some 
rum  were  to  be  seen  in  his  time  of  a  postern,  which  was  erected 
in  consequence  of  a  precept  of  Henry  the  third,  in  which  he 
orders  u  his  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  Nottingham  without  delay 
to  make  a  postern  in  the  wall  of  the  said  town,  near  the  castle, 
towards  Lenton,  of  such  a  breadth  and  height' that  two  armed 
horsemen  carrying  two  lances  on  their  shoulders  might  go  in 
and  out;  where  William,  Archbishop  of  For*, had  appointed  it, 
who  made  the  King  understand  that  it  was  expedient  for  him 

and  his  heirs,  and  for  the  castle  and  town" most  certainly 

rather  a  curious  subject  for  an  archbishop  to  advise  his  monarch 
on ;  it  is,  however,  a  pretty  specimen  of  "  good  old  times'9 ! 

From  this  postern,  adds  Dering,  a  bridge  went  over  the  town 
ditch,  which  though  long  since  filled  up,  along  with  the  whole 
fine  of  fosse  on  this  side  of  the  town  may  be  traced,  whilst  the 
ache  of  the  bridge  is  even  now  called  Boston  Bridge,  an  evi- 
dent corruption  of  the  original  name.  Great  part  of  the  ditch 
itself  is  still  occupied  as  kitchen  gardens,  and  there  is  a  bury- 

G  %  ing 


100  H0TTINGHAH8HIRB. 

big  ground  of  the  Baptists  at  one  end  of  it;  whilst  the  lane  thai 
runs  along  it  is  called  Butt  Dyke,  having  formerly  been  used  as  a 
place  of  exercise  for  the  town's  people  in  archery. 

About  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  Chapel  bar  was  pulled 
down,  and  was  then  the  last  remaining  specimen  of  the  ancient 
gates.  Under  it  bad  been  two  arched  rooms,  one  of  which  was 
a  guard  room ;  the  other  a  military  chapel,  but  which  had  for 
many  years  beeu  occupied  as  a  brewhouse  by  an  alderman  of 
the  town ;  whose  mash  tubs  having  been  placed  even  on  the 
altars  without  regard  to  their  former  sanctity,  some  facetious 
layman,  anxious  to  have  a  kick  at  the  fallen  superstitions  of 
Catholic  times,  exercised  his  Pegasus  in  drawing  up  what  has 
been  esteemed  a  witty  epigram  : 

"  Here  priests  of  old,  turned  wafers  into  God, 
And  gave  poor  lawmen  bread  for  flesh  and  blood, 
But  now  a  Kquid  myst'ry  s  here  set  up, 
Where  priest  and  layman  both,  partake  tha  cup." 

The  Hollow  Stone,  though  much  altered  of  late  years,  may 
now  still  be  considered  as  the  remains  of  an  ancient  entrance 
or  gate  to  the  town.  About  seventy  years  ago  it  was  a  very 
narrow  passage,  having  been  secured  by  a  strong  portcullis,  of 
which  at  that  time  there  were  some  evident  traces  to  be  seen. 
Within  the  gate  on  the  left  hand,  there  was  a  cavity  cut  in  the 
rock  capable  of  holding  twenty  men  with  a  fire  place  and 
benches,  evidently  designed  for  a  guard  house,  and  having  a 
staircase  cut  also  in  the  rock  for  the  relief  of  the  centinels. 
Dr.  Dering  considers  this  as  having  been  used  for  military  pur* 
poses  even  as  late  as  the  civil  wars,  perhaps  first  executed  at 
that  very  period.  This  passage,  however,  is  now  sufficiently 
wide  for  two  carriages  to  pass,  in  consequence  of  a  late  duke 
of  Kingston,  in  the  year  1740,  having  made  a  present  to  the 
corporation  of  a  house  which  belonged  to  him  standing  on  the 
rock  above  the  passage,,  and  which  being  pulled  down  enabled 
the  workmen  to  proceed  in  cutting  away  the  rock  to  its  present 

widths 
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w4dtb.  Boring  this  process  the  labourers  met  with  some  por- 
tions of  the  ancient  wall,  of  which  the  mortar  formed  the  hard- 
est part. 

There  is  perhaps  no  town  in  the  kingdom  that  has  a  more 
corioas  variety  of  names  for  its  streets  than  Nottingham  ; 
•11  taken  from  the  various  circumstances  of  relative  situations, 
or  their  peculiar  qualities.  Some  of  them,  and  these  are  even 
now  the  most  frequented  for  trade,  take  their  appellations  from 
the  different  occupations  exercised  in  them  at  the  time  when 
Nottingham  had  a  considerable  portion  of  that  species  of  the  Iron 
manufacture  row  transferred  to  Birmingham,  such  as  Bridle- 
smith  Gate,  Girdlesmith  Gate,  Fletcher  Gate,  &c. ;  others 
from  different  animals,  Cow  lane,  Sheep  lime,  &c,  and  some 
Jew  lane,  Rotten  row,  Cuckstooi  row,  &c.  sufficiently  descrip- 
tive of  their  various  properties. 

There  is  another  street  which  runs  along  the  north  side  of 
the  town,  at  the  back  of  that  range  of  buddings  that  forms  one 
tide  of  the  market  place  and  Long  row ;  this  had  a  name 
which,  though  certainly  very  appropriate  to  its  situation,  is  said 
by  Throsby  to  have  been  disagreeable  to  the  ears  of  a  Mr*. 
Rouse,  a  resident  in  it,  a  man  of  some  property,  but  generally 
-considered  as  a  little  •  deranged  in  his  intellects.  The  proof 
which  Throsby  adduces  of  this,  U,  that  he  offered  himself,  not 
many  years  ago,  as  a  candidate  at  an  election  to  serve  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  this,  he  says,  was  done  in  one  of  his  mad  fits  !  In 
order  to  accomplish  his  design,  he  treated  his  companions,  who 
were  all  of  the  lower  order  of  the  electors,  with  ale,  purl,  and 
sometimes  with  rhubarb,  which  he  strongly  recommended  to 
m\\  as  an  excellent  thing  for  the  human  constitution ;  and  no 
.doubt  would  have  proposed  measures  of  a  similar  tendency 
/or  the  political  constitution  had  his  ambition  been  gratified. 

Notwithstanding  his  fondness  for  this  medicine,  he  disliked 
the  name  of  the  street  in  which  he  resided,  and  conceiving  that 
the  residence  of  a  man  who  wished  to  get  into  parliament 
should  bear  some  reference  to  the  object  of  his  aambttion  he 
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caused  at  bu  own  expense  a  number  of  boards  to  be  stuck  op 
at  tbe  most  conspicuous  corners  and  passages,  by  whicb  those 
who  could  read,  were  informed  that  they  were  in  Parliament 
Street.  He  and  his  ambition  are  now  in  tbe  silent  grave,  but 
his  efforts  to  get  some  bow  or  other  into  a  parliamentary  way, 
are,  we  believe,  not  quite  obliterated,  and  the  learned  of  the 
neighbourhood  in  order  to  shew  their  reading,  have  adopted  his 
whim,  but  the  illiterate  are  still  rude  enough  to  make  use  of 
its  more  vulgar  appellation. 

The  Streets,  in  general,  are  upon  a  narrow  scale,  if  we  ex- 
cept the  Castle  gate  and  the  high  Pavement;  and  we  are  sorry 
to  say,  whilst  describing  the  beauties  of  Nottingham,  that  there 
is  too  much  truth  in  Tbrosby's  observation,  which  we  shall 
quote,  but  tempered  with  the  confession  that  we  hare  perceived 
considerable  improvement  in  this  respect  in  some  parts  of  the 
town,  whilst  in  others  the  censure  most  be  allowed  to  remain 
in  full  force.  We  have  beard  it  said  that  tbe  great  clash  of 
parties  in  Nottingham  operates,  in  some  degree,  against  unani- 
mity in  measures  necessary  for  the  improvement  and  welfare 
of  the  town ;  if  this  is  the  case,  we  must  hope  that  a  more 
liberal  spirit  will  begin  to  shew  itself;  for,  that  there  is  much  of 
a  liberal  spirit,  in  the  leaders  at  least,  is  evident  from  the  ac- 
tive exertions  which  have  lately  been  made,  and  are  still  mak- 
ing here,  in  the  cause  of  benevolence,  and  which  we  shall 
have  occasion  to  notice  more  fully  under  the  heads  of  the  In- 
firmary and  Lunatic  Asylum.  *  Mr.  Tbrosby's  observation  is  as 
follows:— « but  when  it  is  said  that  the  scite  of  Nottingham  is 
delightful,  tbe  air  salubrious,  and  the  town  one  of  the  pleasant- 
est  in  the  kingdom,  it  must  l>e  lamented  that  the  new  buildings 
are  erected,  many  of  them,  without  any  design  of  forming 
regular  streets.  Well  contrived  streets  or  passages"  he  adds* 
'' are  highly  conducive  to  health  and  cleanliness ;  but  here  is 
a  resurrection  of  buildings,  generally  without  order,  seated 
like  clusters  of  mushrooms  in  a  field  cast  up  by  chance."  He 
then  exclaims, "  how  the  gathered  filth  within  doors  is  scattered 

daily. 


XOTTIH6BA1I1H1EE.  103 

daily,  in  the  dirty  passages  without,  in  the  front  of  the  dwell- 
ings !-*ai)d  many  of  these  sweets  and  lane*,  if  so  they  nay 
called,  are  without  any  sect  of  pavement,  consequently  wtsh- 
ont  regulated  water  courses,  and  consequently  pregnant  with 
mischievous  effects/9 

Of  the  Cave*  and  C  a  veins  in  the  town  we  have  already 
slightly  spoken.  LeJand  says,  "southward  as  to  the  waterside 
he  gneat  clifes  and  rekkea  «f  stones,  that  be  large  «nd  very  good 
lo  huild  swth,  and  many  houses  settle  on  the  toppesof  them* 
and  at  the  botom  of  these  be  great  caves,  where  many  stones 
bath  been  *)i§gid  onto  for  baJldpngs  yn  the  sewn,  and  these 
caves  be  partely  for  cellars  and  storehouses."  Many  of  these 
caves  and  cellars  are  but  of  modern  date;  others  no  doubt  are 
extremely  ancient,  perhaps  enlarged  in  different  eras ;  and  k 
is  by  no  means  unhkery  that  a  strict  antiquarian  research  into 
the  subterranean  part  of  Nottingham  might  be  attended  with 
some  very  interesting  discoveries. 

For  want  of  any  very  recent  information  on  this  subject,  we 
most  be  content  to  take  notice  of  some  circumstances  which  took 
place  daring  the  last  century,  and  which  are  handed  to  us  on 
the  authority  of  Bering,  but  unfortunately  that  is  again  found- 
ed merely  on  the  story  of  a  bricklayer,  who,  if  he  was  a  lei- 
low  of  any  thing  like  what  is  called  gcmu*  by  the  lower  clas- 
ses, might  perhaps  have  been  amusing  himself  with  the  ere* 
dulky  of  the  tocai  anttq«ary. 

Bering,  indeed,  speaking  generally  of  these  excavations* 
lays,  that  in  several  parts  of  the  town  strnctares  of  a  very  con- 
siderable extent,  arched  in  a  regular  manner,  and  supported 
by  ceiutnns  with  carved  capitals,  have  been  discovered  at  dif- 
ferent times,  together  with  apartments  for  lodging  places  with 
obscure  entrances,  whilst  digging  lor  foundations  ser  the  bouses 
h>  Long  Row,  and  on  the  south  side  of  the  market  place.  But 
were  may  be  something  apocryphal  in  the  story  of  a  brick- 
layer, who  assured  him  that,  when  an  apprentice,  and  at  work 
near  the  Weekday  Cross,  be  got  into  one  of  those  subterraneous 
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fabric*,  supported  by  thofe  ornamented  pillars  already  no- 
ticed,  and  through  which  he  made  hi*  way  to  the  upper  end  of 
Pitcher  gate,  having  found  there  a  wooden  cup  and  a  wooden 
can,  which  seemed  to  be  sound  and  whole,  but,  on  being  taken 
hold  of,  mouldered  into  dust. 

The  conclusion  drawn  from  this  by  Dering  is  too  erroneous 
to  escape  notice;  for  he  says  "these  places  being  of  the  Gothic 
order,  I  conjecture  to  have  been  contrived  in  the  time  of  the 
heptarchy,"  which  was  in  fact  about  three  hundred  years  before 
the  introduction  of  Gothic  architecture  into  England  !  There 
it,  however,  more  apparent  probability  in  the  sequel,  as  the 
causes .  which  he  assigns  may  have  not  only  brought  some  of 
the  ancient  excavations  into  use,  but  rendered  the  making  of 
others  necessary ;  for  he  observes  that  the  Dome*,  who  were 
then  Pagans,  made  frequent  inroads  into  the  kingdom  of  Mer- 
cia,  where  tbey  exeroised  in  a  most  extraordinary  manner 
their  cruelties  upon  nuns  and  friars,  and  indeed  upon  Christian 
priests  of  all  kinds.  To  them,  therefore,  these  caves  might 
have  been  a  refuge  in  time  of  danger,  and  there  they  might 
possibly  have  been  in  the  habit  of  performing  their  religious 
duties,  without  the  danger  of  being  exposed  to  the  fury  of 
those  persecuting  idolaters.    The 

Castle  is  the  first  object  of  particular  curiosity  to  a  stranger  ; 
not  so  much  perhaps  for  its  own  beauty,  as  for  its  commanding 
situation,  and  the  interesting  historical  passages  connected  with 
it.  Camden,  who  wrote  whilst  the  ancient  fortress  was  in  ex- 
istence, briefly  observes,  that  this  castle  rises  on  a  bold  rock  on 
the  west  side  of  the  town,  where  it  is  supposed  to  have  been 
anciently  a  fort  which  the  Danes  held  out  against  Ethelred  as 
already  mentioned  ;  but  without  attending  to  suppositions,  we 
have  the  historical  fact  that  it  was  founded  by  William  the  Con- 
queror, and  its  government  conferred  on  William  Peverel,  who 
seems,  or  at  least  bis  son,  to  have  been  the  superintendant  of 

its  erection.* 

Of 

*  This  castle  not  being  mentioned  111  Domesday-book,  has  led  tome  to  son* 
pote  that  it  was  not  erected  until  the  reign  of  Henry  the  first. 
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Of  its  state  at  that  period,  we  are  told  by  William  of  New* 
burgh,  that  it  was  made  so  strong  both  by  nature  and  art,  that  it 
•was  esteemed  impregnable  (except  by  famine)  if  provided  with 
a  sufficient  garrison. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  the  third,  it  was  considered  so  strong 
as  to  be  a  secore  residence  for  the  Queen-mother  and  the  earl 
of  March ;  and  it  was  by  stratagem  only  that  the  youthful  mo- 
narch, (as  we  shall  notice  more  fully)  was  able  to  procure  ac- 
cess in  order  to  check  the  arrogance  of  the  favourite. 

It  was  afterwards  much  enlarged  by  Edward  the  fourth,  par- 
ticularly with  an  immense  tower,  said  to  hare  been  a  stately 
and  magnificent  fabric  of  stone  $  to  which  Richard  the  third 
added  a  tower,  or  so  muck  enlarged  and  strengthened  that  built 
by  his  brother,  as  to  be  the  reputed  founder  of  it,  and  of  this 
the  scite  may  still  easily  be  ascertained. 

Those  who  are  anxious  to  enquire  accurately  into  its  form 
and  extent  may  hare  -recourse  to  Bering,  who,  by  means  of 
quotation,  ajded  by  conjecture,  is  very  copious  on  the  subject ; 
but  perhaps  the  best  delineation  we  can  give  of  its  ancient 
state  will  be  from  Leland,  who  visited  it  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  eighth.  He  says  M  there  is  a  great  likelihood  that  the  cas- 
telle  wasbuilded  of  stones  taken  out  of  the  rokke  and  the  great 
ditches  of  it. 

The  Base  Court  is  large  and  meetly  strong,  and  a  stately 
bridge  is  there  with  pillars,  being  bestes  and  Giantes,  over 
the  ditch  into  the  second  warde;  the  frontier  of  the  which 
warde  in  the  entering  is  exceedinge  stronge  with  toures  and 
portecoleces.  Much  part  of  the  west  side  of  this  inner  warde, 
as  the  haul  and  other  thinges  be  yn  ruines.  The  est  side  if 
stronge  and  well  toured ;  and  so  is  the  south  side. 

But  the  moste  beautitutlest  and  gallant  building  for  lodging- 
is  in  the  north  side  where  Edward  the  4th,  began  a  right  sump- 
tuous  pece  of  stone  work,  of  the  which  he  clerely  finished  an 
excellent  goodlie  tour  of  3  heights  yn  building,  and  brought 
np  the  other  part  likewise  from  the  foondation  with  stone  and 

marvelus 


jgaivehis  Jair  eoa>paced  wiadoft*  t©  lay  yog  of  the  first  soy  le  for 
^iwobec*  ami  their  lofte. 

Then  king  Richard  his  farther,  as  I  hard  there,  for ced  op 
©poo  that  worke  another  peece  of  one  loft  of  tymbre,  making 
foand  windows  also  of  tynibre  to  the  proportion  of  the  afore- 
said windows  of  Stone*  a  good  fbandatiea  for  the  new  tymbre 
windows.  So  that  surely,  that  north  part  is  aa  excedmg  piece 
of  work. 

The  dungeon  or  keeps  of  the  caste  lie  staadetb  hy  south  and 
£*t,  and  is  exceding  strong  H  wUwara  loci  et  open* 
.  Ther  is  an  old  fair  chapel le  and  a  walle  of  a  greate  depth** 
The  kepevs  of  the  castelle  say  Edward  the  thirdes  band  came 
ap  through  the  rok  and  toke  the  erle  Mortynter  prisoner. 

There  is  yet  a  fair  stair  to  go  down  by  the  rok  to  the  ripe  of 
Lene.  There  be  diverse  buildings  betwyxt  the  dungeon  and 
the  inner  court  of  the  castelle  ;  and  ther  goitb  also  doune  a  stair 
yo$o  the  ground,  wher  Davy  kinge  of  Scottes*  as  the  castellane* 
say,  was  kept  as  a  prisoner. 
I  marked  in  all  3  cbapelles  y  a  the  castille,  and  S  welles." 
From  thiadeacriptioii  of  Leland's,  it  is  evident  that  this  is  one 
of  the  castles  which  had  been  permitted  to  go  to  decay  in  the 
preceding  reign ;  but,  as  ThoroWm  says,'4  the  whole  became  far 
■lore  ruinous  in  the  possession  of  Francis,  earl  of  Rutland,  in 
the  latter  end  of  whose  time*  many  of  the  goodly  buildings 
were  pulled  down,  and  the  iron  and  other  materials  sold/' 

Boring  the  civil  wars,  we  have  already  seen  that  it  was  oc- 
cupied merely  as  a  fortress ;  but  was  soon  after,  by  order  of 
Cromwell,  so  fiur  demolished  as  to  reader  it  unserviceable  for 
war- 
After  the  restoration,  the  duke  of  Buckingham  claimed  it  in 
right  of  his  mother ;  but  soon  after  sold  it  to  the  duke  of  New* 
castle,  who,  in  the  year  1674,  and  at  the  advanced  age  of  82, 
began  to  clear  away  the  whole  of  the  ancient  work,  and  build 
the  present  mansion,  whicb  be  lived  to  see  about  three  feet 
above  the  ground;  and  dying  in  1670,  it  was  finished  according 

to 
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to  hb  plan  about  three  years  afterwards.  Before  wc  proceed 
to  delineate  iu  present  state,  it  will  be  proper  to  take  some 
notice  of 

Mortimer's  Hole, 
which,  with  its  history,  has  caused  a  long  controversy  amongst 
the  various  writers  since  the  days  of  Camden ;  but  which  we  shall 
be  able  to  delineate  with  accuracy  ami  novelty  through  the  kind 
attention  of  Mr.  Stretton  of  Lenton  priory,  the  present  archi- 
tect of  the  castle,  and  to  whose  indefatigable  spirit  of  research 
the  historical  world  is  much  indebted  for  a  local  discovery  which 
confirms  the  ancient  chronicles  m  their  simple  statements,  and 
clears  up  that  immense  mats  of  doubt  and  conjecture  in  which 
so  many  later  historians  have  completely  lost  their  way.  It 
is,  at  the  same  time,  necessary  to  remark,  that  the  discovery  to 
which  we  allude,  had  been  partially  known  before,  although  the 
later  commentators  had,  by  some  unaccountable  neglect,  foiled 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  light  which  it  throws  upon  the  whole 
story. 

Rapin,  speaking  of  the  plan  of  Edward  the  third,  to  seise 
upon  the  favourite,  takes  his  account  of  it  from  the  old  chro- 
nicles, and  says,  that  "  to  execute  his  designs,  he  chose  the 
time  the  parliament  was  to  meet  at  Nottingham. 

The  court  being  come  to  that  town,  queen  Isabella  and  the 
earl  of  March  lodged  in  the  castle  with  a  guard  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  knights;*  whilst  the  king  with  a  small  retinue  was 
lodged  in  the  town. 

In  spite  of  these  precautions,  which  seemed  to  shew  that  the 
the  queen  and  favourite  were  not  without  their  uneasiness,  Ed- 
ward having  gained  the  governor, f  entered  the  castle  through 

a  Kcrtt 

»  Slow  says  that  the  Queen  bed  the  keys  of  the  castle  brought  to  her 
every  night,  and  laid  then  trader  her  pillow. 

♦  The  governor  was  Sir  William  Eland,  who,  in  a  MSS.  chronicle  quoted 
by  Deriug,  is  described  as  saying  to  the  young  king,  when  the  matter  was  first 
proposed,"  Sir  well  ye  tmderstande  that  the  yats  of  the  castelle  beth  loken  with 
lokys,  and  qeeen  Isabell  tent  bidder  by  night  for  the  kayes  thereof,  and  they 

be 
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a  secret  passage,  and  came  into  his  mother's  apartment — there 
was  at  first  some  noise  made,  and  two  knights  of  the  guard  were 
killed.  The  earl  of  March  was  apprehended,  and  notwith- 
standing the  queen's  cries  and  entreaties  to  spare  the  gallant 
Mortimer,  he  was  carried  out  the  same  way  the  king  came  in. 
and  conducted  under  a  strong  guard  to  the  tower  of  London."* 
The  oldest  description  of  the  passage  thus  alluded  to,    is  in 

Camden, 

be  layde  under  the  chemsell  of  ber  beddis  hede  unto  the  morrow,  and  so  I 
may  not  come  into  the  castell  by  the  yats  no  manner  of  wyse,  but  yet  I  know 
another  weye  by  an  uley  that  stretcheth  oute  of  the  ward  under  the  eartbe 
into  the  castell  that  gooth  into  the  west,  which  aley  queen  babel!,  no  more 
of  her  meayne  ne  tlie  Mortimer  ne  none  of  hb  cotnpanye  knowth  it  not,  and 
so  I  shall  lede  you  through  the  aley,  and  so  ye  shall  come  into  the  casteil 
without  aspires  of  any  men  that  beth  your  Enemies."  Stowe  and  the  other 
chroniclers  inlorm  us  more  particularly  than  Rapin  seems  to  have  thoogbt 
necessary,  that  it  was  upon  Friday  after  the  feast  of  St  Luke,  in  the  dead 
time  of  the  night,  that  the  king  and  hi*  party  *'  got  into  the  castle  by  a  way 
made  under  ground,  which  through  a  rock  passetft  by  glairs  up  to  the  keep 
(which  place  hath  ever  since  been  called  Mortimer's  Hole)  and  entering 
a  room  neit  to  the  queen's  lodgings,  found  the  Earl  with  Henry  bishop  of 
Lincoln,  and  some  others,  &tc."  Vide  Magna  Britannia,  Vol.  IV.  p.  7* 
Tlie  queen  is  sttted  to  have  exclaimed,  "  Bel  Fits,  Bel  Fitz,  ayes  pitie  da 
gent  ill  Mortimer." 

*  This  unfortunate  favourite  was  not  heard  in  his  defence  against  the  various 
Charges  brought  against  him,  some  of  which  were  certainly  rather  political 
errors  than  political  crimes,  whilst  others  were  more  supported  by  infrrtnet 
than  by  proof.  With  respect  to  his  personal  familiarity  with  the  Queen* 
mother  however,  that  must  still  remain  as  an  historical  fact ;  although  he  had 
a  very  numerous  family  by  his  wife,  Joan  daughter  of  Peter  de  Gene* 
ville  Lord  of  Trim  in  Ireland.  His  sentence,  which,  ran,  that  he  should, 
a*  a  traitor,  be  drawn  nud  hanged  on  the  common  gallowf  at  Tyburn, 
wis  executed  without  the  least  favour.  His  body,  after  hanging  two 
days  and  nights,  was  granted  to  the  Friars  minors,  who  buried  it  in  their  church, 
now  Christ  Church.  The  irregularity  of  his  not  being  heard,  however,  proved 
in  the  end  advantageous  to  his  family,  for  Roger  bis  grandson  obtained  af- 
terwards an  act  to  reverse  this  sentence  as  erroneous,  and  his  descendants,  in 
the  female  line,  afterwards  mounted  the  throne  of  England.  Edward  the 
fourth  was  son  of  Anne  Mortimer,  duchess  of  York,  and  {leireas  of  Edtno&4 
her  brother,  tlu  last  earl  of  March.  9 
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Camden,  who  after  telling  us  "  certain  it  is  that  in  the  first 
court  of  the  castle  we  descend  with  lights  down  many  steps  into 
another  subterraneous  vault  and  arched  rooms  cut  in  the  rock 
itself;  on  the  walls  of  which  are  carved  Christ's  passion,  and  other 
things,  by  the  hand  as  they  pretend  of  David  king  of  Scots  who 
was  there  imprisoned/'  adds  "  in  the  upper  part  of  the  castle 
which  rises  high  on  the  Tock,  we  came  by  many  steps  into 
a  subterraneous  cavern  called  Mortimer's  hole,  from  Roger  Mor- 
timer's concealing  himself  in  it,  when  his  conscience  gave  him 
the  alarm." 

The  later  historians  all  animadvert  upon  this  evident  error 
of  Camden;  and  Dering  says,  "had  Mr.  Camden  been  more 
exact  in  observing  the  place  we  are  speaking  of,  he  would 
hardly  have  fallen  into  this  error,  &c. ;"  but  we  cannot  help  re- 
torting upon  Dering  that  even  he  seems  not  to  have  taken  that 
careful  observation  of  the  place  which  might  have  been  ex* 
pected  from  the  hints  given  him  by  a  Mr.  Paramour,  and  which 
be  mentions  in  his  description  of  the  place. 

That  the  passage,  now  called  Mortimer's  hole,  leading  from 
the  court  of  the  old  castle,  to  the  level  at  the  bottom  of  the  rock* 
was  not  the  secret  passage  mentioned  by  the  historians,  is  almost 
self  evident;  for  it  is  a  vault  seven  feet  high  and  six  wide  with 
broad  steps  the  whole  way  down  cut  in  the  rock,  though  now 
almost  entirely  worn  away,  and  upwards  of  107  yards  in  length. 
There  are  eveu  now  the  remains  of  several  gates  which  were  in 
it  for  defence ;  and  Dering  himself  says,  that  after  the  conquest, 
it  was  no  doubt  made  use  of  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the 
meat  and  beer,   for  the   use  of  the  garrison,  the  nearest  way 
into  the  castle,  its  lower  entrance  opening  into  the  brewbouse 
yard,  and  connecting  it  with  the  mills  erected  on  the  river  Lene, 
then  brought  to  run  close  by  the  rock  on  which  the  castle 
stands     After  noticing  a  passage  from  Drayton's  Baron's  wars, 
purporting  that  this  "  wonderful  passage  had  been  hewed  and 
dug  out  during  the  Danish  invasion  by  some  of  the  Saxon  kings 
for  the  better  security  in  case  of  a  siege"  Dering  adds,  that  for 

his 
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kit  own  part  he  could  not  help  thinking  it  designed  to  retieye 
the  castle  with  men  and  provisions,  in  case  of  a  siege,  in  which 
the  enemy  should  be  in  possession  of  the  town. 

That  a  passage  nsed  for  such  purposes  could  hare  been  on* 
known  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  third,  is  impossible ;  we  might 
therefore,  safely  conclude,  even  without  having  seen  the  place, 
that  the  passage  from  the  upper  court  yard  of  the  castle  into 
the  rock  yard,  or  brewhouse  of  the  castle,  as  it  is  called  in  old 
writings,  and  which  seems  the  only  one  known  to  Leland  or 
Camden,  could  not  have  been  that  secret  passage,  through  which 
Edward  and  his  party  entered.  With  respect  to  its  general  de- 
scription, even  as  it  exists  at  the  present  day,  Dering  is  cer- 
tainly very  correct.  He  says,  that  this  way  through  the  rock 
was  provided  with  no  less  than  six  gates,  of  which  some  remains 
are  still  to  be  seen,  besides  a  side  one,*  on  the  left  hand  going 
down :  "  the  first  gate  vvas  above  ground  leading  from  the  turret 
down  to  the  second ;  the  place  where  the  turret  stood  is  now 
covered  by  part  of  the  modern  fabric,  and  the  passage  to  the 
second  gate  is  filled,  and  the  gate  itself  walled  up  with  sione ;  to 
this  leads  a  new  passage  cut  out  of  the  rock  since  the  building 
of  the  present  castle,  without  the  wall  of  the  paved  yard. 

"  The  distance  between  the  first  ahd  the  second  gate  I  take 
to  have  been  about  16  yards;  from  this  we  step  down  14  yards, 
and  meet  with  the  marks  of  another,  and  15  yards  lower  was  a 
fourth ;  about  45  yards  below  this,  on  the  left  hand,  we  observe  a 
gate  bricked  up,  which  with  seven  or  eight  steps  did  lead  up 
into  some  works  of  the  old  tower  (as  the  late  Mr.  Jonathan  Para* 
nour  irrformed  me,  in  whose  time  it  was  bricked  up ;)  about  eight 
yards  below  this  stood  a  fifth,  and  the  sixth  and  lowest  which 
opened  into  the  rock  yard,  and  is  also  now  bricked  up,  is  still  about 
nine  yards  lower— there  are,  all  the  way  down,  till  within  15  or 
16  yards  of  the  bottom,  openings  in  the  side  of  the  rock  to  con. 
»ey  light  into  this  passage,  and  to  serve  the  soldiers  to  shoot 

their 

•  Here  indeed  he  is  evidently  wrong,  for  this  appears  never  to  have  been 
a  gate  like  the  others ;  bat  merely  *  roogh  hole  easily  filled  op  and  concealed. 
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tfeeir  arrows  through  upon  the  enemy ;  in  the  upper  part  ate 
cot  out  several  regular  port  holes,  which  show  that,  during  the 
civil  war,  canons  were  planted  there,  which  commanded  a8 
the  meadows ;  there  are  besides  in  this  part  of  the  vault  ob- 
servable many  holes  or  excavations  about  a  foot  in  height, 
breadth,  and  depth ;  these  seem  to  have  been  made  to  lodge 
cannon  balls  io  to  prevent  their  rolling  to  the  bottom." 

From  this  description,  which  is  undoubtedly  accurate  fo 
general,  we  are  led  to  suppose,  that  Dr.  Bering  was  as  careless 
in  his  examination  of  the  place  as  those  who  went  before  him* 
and  it  is  extremely  curious  that  he  pays  no  particular  attention 
to  the  observation  of  Mr.  Paramour  noticed  above  in  Italics.  If 
he  had  observed  this  passage  in  the  left  hand,  he  would  have* 
found  that  it  was  not  bricked  up,  but  so  artificially  closed  with 
rough  stone  as  to  resemble  the  Hving  rock  itsell 

Mr.  Stretton,  however,  was  particularly  struck  with  Para- 
mour's description,  and  being  determined  to  ascertain  the  &ct» 
with  considerable  difficulty  discovered  the  entrance  alluded  to, 
which  led  into  a  narrow  winding  passage  into  the  body  of  the 
rock,  and  seemed  to  direct  itself  towards  the  present  terrace*' 
but  was  entirely  filled  up  at  the  upper  endr  After  removing 
the  gravel  and  soil  from  that  part  of  the  terrace  at  the  east  end  of 
the  present  building,  and  as  near  as  possible  to  the  she  of  the 
ancient  keep,  he  was  enabled  to  enter  the  passage  from  above, 
and  which  by  a  careful  comparison  with  the  plan  of  the  castle 
drawn  by  Smithson  hi  1617,  and  some  other  MSS.  documents 
in  Mr.  Stretton's  own  possession,  was  ascertained  to  have  origi- 
nally led  into  the  keep  which  contained  the  state  apartments. 

This  then  was  the  secret  passage  which  Sir  William  Eland 
alone  knew,  and  of  which  Mortimer  and  the  queen  bad  no  sus- 
picion ;  for  the  principal  passage  did  not  lead  into  the  body  of 
the  castle,  but  into  a  court  yard,  and  into  which,  if  there  was  an 
entrance  from  the  keep,  that  was  considered  as  secure  by  the 
keys  being  delivered  up  at  night  to  the  Queen. 

All  doubts  and  conjectures  are  therefore  completely  cleared 
8  up 
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up  by  this  investigation :  so  that  it  it  no  longer  necessary  to  ap- 
pose the  principal  passage  a  secret  one,  a  thing  almost  incredi- 
ble; or,  as  some  have  done,  to  doubt  the  whole  story,  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  apparent  incredibility. 

The  passage  itself  is  again  partly  closed  up  below,  with  the 
stones  which  before  had  been  used  for  that  purpose ;  on  the 
level  of  the  terrace  it  is  completely  secured  and  gravelled  over  ; 
but  the  spot  is  marked,  so  as  to  shew  in  the  clearest  manner 
its  connection  with  the  ancient  buildings  as  laid  down  in  Smith- 
ion's  plan. 

The  cavern  in  which  the  king  of  Scots  is  said  to  have  been 
confined  was  at  the  other  end  of  the  castle,  and  was  in  fact 
nothing  more  than  a  complete  range  of  cellars  dug  out  of  the 
rock,  part  of  which  we  believe  were  preserved  for  the  use  of 
the  modern  mansion,  and  the  rest  filled  up  with  rubbish.* 

If  it  were  not  for  these  historical  facts,  the  castle  itself,  as  it 
now  exists,  would  not  be  an  object  of  any  particular  interest. 
At  the  time  of  its  erection,  indeed,  it  was  much  admired  ;  and 
Stukely,  who  visited  it  soon  after,  says, "  it  is  a  goodly  building 
on  a  high  perpendicular  rock,  and  seems  to  have  been  modelled 
after  some  of  Inigo  Jones*" 

Mr  Throsby's  animadversion  on  it,  however,  is  not  an  unjust 
one ;  he  says  "  art  should  here  have  been,  in  effect,  as  bold  as 
nature;  a  lofty  massy  pile  towering  towards  the  heavens,  with 
turrets  and  embattled  walls,  the  taste  of  ages  past,  placed  on  its 
brow,  instead  of  the  present  formal  and  equal  edifice,  would 
have  created  a  scene  of  splendour  not  in  seemingly  irregular 
order." 

Yet 

•  In  17S0  this  place  was  opened  by  order  of  the  then  duke  of  Newcastle, 
in  order  to  search  for  the  carvings  said  to  have  been  made  by  the  king  of 
Scots,  and  described  by  Camden,  but  without  any  discovery  of  tbem,  owing 
Co  the  great  quantity  of  rubbish,  &c.  It  is  now  walled  up  with  brick,  and  is- 
mi  the  east  side  of  a  yard  which  was  formed  for  various  domestic  purposes, 
for  a  slaughter  house,  &c.  at  the  period  when  the  castle  was  inhabited  by 
tbe  noble  owners. 
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Yet  it  must  be  allowed  that  the  edifice  has  some  merit  in  its 
architecture  abstractedly  considered.  It  is  a  very  large  build- 
ing, on  a  rustic  basement  which  supports  an  ornamented  front 
of  the  Corinthian  order,  with  a  very  grand  double  flight  of 
steps  leading  to  the  principal  range  of  apartments.  Over  the 
door  of  the  north  east  front,  here  alluded  to,  is  an  equestrian 
statue  of  the  founder,  who  was  so  determined  on  its  erection 
that  be  tied  ap  a  considerable  estate  by  his  will  for  that  express 
purpose.  The  statue  is  the  more  remarkable  for  being  carved  out  - 
of  one  solid  block  of  stone  brought  from  Donnington  in  Leices- 
tershire, and  was  executed  by  an  ingenious  artist  of  the  name 
of  Wikon.*  The  other  sides  of  the  building  are  handsome,  but 
not  so  highly  ornamented,  with  a  handsome  terrace  surround* 
iag  the  whole,  and  an  arcade  on  the  south  side.  This  has  long 
been  a  favourite  promenade  with  the  haut  ton  of  Nottingham,  and 
is  certainly  very  delightful  in  a  summer  evening,  from  the  ex* 
tensiveness  of  the  prospect  in  which  the  Trent  forms  a  very  con* 
spicooos object  in  the  lore  ground;  then  the  groves  of  Clifton 
appear  with  Wilford  on  the  banks  of  the  river ;  beyond  this  to 
the  right  is  a  rich  valley  o-er  which  Derbyshire  may  be  clearly 
seen;  then  Wollaton  hall,  and  theTorest  of  Sherwood,  &c.  and 
to  the  teft,  the  vale  and  castle  of  Belvoir,  Rudington  hills,  and 
Colwick  hall  and  village.  Holm  Pierpoint,  &c.  whilst  almost 
the  whole  town  of  Nottingham  is  below  in  a  birds  eye  view. 
This  is  the  same  prospect  partly  seen  from  the  openings  m  the 
rock  in  Mortimer's  Hole,  and  which,  in  its  detached  masses, 
items  like,  so  many  living  pictures  in  a  frame. 
The  apartments  in  the  interior  were  once  very  fine ;  but  they 
Vol  XII.  H  have 

*  Bering  says  of  him,  that  toon  after  effecting  (hit  work,  he  was  for  a  time 
spoiled  far  a  statuary  j  became  a  Leicestershire  lady,  the  widow  Lady  Pod- 
•ty»  w4#  was  possessed  of  a  very  large  jointure,  falling  deeply  ta  love  with 
hi**  got  hsni  knighted,  and  married  him ;  bat  he  living  up  to  the  extent  of 
ta  tproa  suing  estate,  and  his  lady  dying  before  hire,  Sir  William  quickly 
returned  to  hU  former  occupation,  and  the  public  recovered  the  loss  of  an 
eminent  artiif. 
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have  long  been  neglected.  Throsby,  who  visited  it  about  fifteen 
or  twenty  years  ago,  says  "  within  the  castle  I  found  nothing  to 
attract;  the  pictures  which  once  adorned  the  walls  of  the  apart- 
ments are  now  removed,  and  the  chief  of  the  furniture. 
Here  remains  only  some  tapestry,  &c.  Some  of  the  rooms  I 
found  occupied  by  a  Miss  Kirkby ;  lately  a  part  of  the  castle 
was  used  as  a  boarding  school/9  At  present  we  find  it  inhabited 
by  two  ladies,  in  separate  tenements;  but  there  is  notbiug  to 
be  seen,  which  can  induce  a  stranger  to  intrude  upon  their  do* 
mestic  privacy.    The 

Park 
is  but  small,  containing  only  130  acres,  and  at  present  in  a  very 
neglected  state,  yet  still  used  as  a  summer  promenade,  and 
much  frequented  from  different  roads  leading  through  it  to 
Wilford,  Lenton,  &c.  It  has  now  no  deer,  and  but  very  few 
trees;  yet  we  are  informed  that  it  was  well  stocked  with  the 
former  until  after  1720,  and  that  it  had  many  good  timber 
trees,  until  they  were  cut  down  on  the  property  being  seques- 
trated in  the  civil  wars. 

Dr.  Thoroton  is  of  opinion  that  this  park,  or  at  least  the  one 
half  of  it,  was  that  which  William  Peverell  bad  a  license  from  the 
Conqueror  to  enclose  for  the  purpose  of  making  him  an  orchard. 
In  that  license  the  quantity  stated  is  ten  acres,  which  of  an* 
cient  forest  measure  is  equal  to  about  fifty  of  our  present  ones* 
The  most  remarkable  object  in  the  park  is  a  range  of 

Caves, 

or  Popish  or  Papist  holes,  as  they  are  vulgarly  called,  which  has 
been  considered  as  confirming  the  conjecture  that  they  actually 
belonged  to  an  abbey  or  monastery,  probably  that  of  Lenton* 
built  by  William  Peverel. 

Tbey  stand  some  distance  west  of  the  castle,  in  the  face  of  a 
cliffpretty  near  to  the  banks  of  the  Lene,  as  it  now  runs ;  and  are 
described  by  Bering  as  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  pile  of  building, 
not  erected  upon,  but  cut  and  framed  in,  the  rock.    There  are 

no 


xorruroHAMStiifti.  U5 

Bo  written  records  of  them  whatever,  and  of  coarse,  conjectures 
have  been  many  and  various* 

In  the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  when  Stukely  visited 
them,  they  were  more  perfect  that  at  present:  he  says,  "  vthat 
is  visible  at  present  is  not  of  so  old  a  date  as  the  time  of  the 
Britons,  yet  I  see  no  doubt  that  it  is  founded  upon  theirs.  This 
is  a  ledge  of  perpendicular  rock  hewn  out  into  a  church,  houses, 
chambers,  dove- house,  &c.  The  church  is  like  those  in  the 
rocks  at  Bethlehem,  and  other  places  in  the  Holy  Land.  The 
tltar  is  natural  rock,  and  there  has  been  painting  upon  the  wall : 
*  steeple,  I  suppose  where  a  bell  hung,  and  regular  pillars. 
The  river  here  winding  about  makes  a  fortification  to  it,  for  it 
comes  to  both  ends  of  the  cliff,  leaving  a  plain  before  the  mid- 
dle. The  way  to  it  was  by  gates  cut  out  of  the  rock,  and  with 
oblique  entrance  for  more  safety.  Without  is  a  plain  with  three 
niches,  which  I  fancy  their  place  of  judicature,  or  the  like :  be- 
tween this  and  the  castle,  a  hermitage  of  like  workmanship." 

To  this  description,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  add  any  thing 
that  will  give  a  better  idea  of  the  place.  We  can  only  say,  that 
it  has  suffered  considerably  from  the  effects  of  time  and  weather 
since  Stukely  wrote;  but  enough  still  remains  to  gratify, 
tnd,  at  the  same  time,  to  excite  curiosity.  The  outer  part  has 
fallen  down  in  several  places,  evidently  from  the  effects  of 
damp  and  frost;  but  the  church  and  altar,  and  even  some  ves- 
tiges of  the  ancient  paintings,  may  be  clearly  traced  ;*  many  of 
the  pillars  are  ornamented  with  capitals,  &c.  and  the  spand rilled 
Gothic  arch  is  very  well  imitated  in  several  places ;  a  fact  in- 
deed which  militates  against  their  very  early  antiquity.  It  is 
much  to  be  regretted  that  no  care  whatever  is  taken  to  preserve 
this  venerable  specimen ;  the  floor  of  it  is  broken  into  holes, 
where  the  water  lodges,  and  much  of  it  is  disfigured  with  the 
grossest  filthiness.  In  the  summer,  these  excavations  have  be- 
ll 2  come 

•  Some  ingenious  artist  hat  added  a  number  of  painting*,  such  as  elephants, 
totdiers  in  full  accoutrements,  Sec.  not  inelegant!/  dooe,  but  which  mart  be 
flund  amongst "  modern  antiques." 
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come  the  haunts  of  the  very  lowest  of  society,  who  there  t*k# 
up  their  nocturnal  abode ;  and  if  not  a  den  of  thieves,  it  may  be 
considered  as  something  worse. 

On  a  careful  examination,  it  is  evident  that  the  whole  line 
of  excavation  has  been  {he  work  of  different  periods.  Th$ 
Dove-cote,  for  instance,  is  b\jt  of  modern  date ;  and  close  by  it* 
where  there  are  chimnies  cut  through  the  rock,  the  nfarks  of  the 
smoke  still  remain,  as  if  by  the  effects  of  yesterday's,  occupancy. 
Dering  says  that,  in  his  time,  some  old  people  remembered 
them  much  mere  extensive ;  and  he  adds  from  tradition,  "  thai 
in  the  time  of  the  civil  war,  the  Roundheads  bad  demolished  * 
part  of  them  under  pretence  of  their  abhorrence  to  Popery," 
which  may  perhaps  be  the  sole  origin  of  their  receiving  the 
name  of  Papist  holes. 

We  will  not  follow  the  various  authors  through  their  wide 
range  of  conjectures ;  but  must  confess  that  there  seems  most, 
probability  in  that  which  supposes  them  to  have  been  the  resi- 
dence of  some  order  of  anchorets  or  hermits,  not  endowed* 
though  perhaps  dependent  upon  some  religious  house,  and* 
therefore,  not  recorded  in  any  list  of  religious  foundations.  To 
which  we  must  add,  that  it  is  extremely  probable  that,  wbe& 
more  entire,  their  entrance  was  more  easily  concealed ;  and* 
therefore,  that  in  the  early  days  of  the  reformation  they  may 
have  been  occupied  at  times  for  religious  purposes,  by  thoft 
who  were  averse  from  the  new  order  of  things,  a^id  wished  to* 
enjoy  the  exercise  of  their  ritual  in  secret. 

The  place  designated  by  Stukely,  as  an  hermitage,  bat; 
nothing  remarkable ;  and  we  were  not  fortunate  enough  to  $nd 
out  the  spot  mentioned  by  Dering  as  affording  tb$  most,  clear 
and  perfect  echo,  he  had  ever  met  with. 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  park,  adjoining  the  Qerby  roqtV. 
are  the 

Barracks 

already  mentioned ;  a  spacious  range  of  brick  buildings,  open 
and  airy,  and  healthfully  situated.  They  were  erected  bjr 
government  in  1792-93. 

When 
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Whto  the  unhappy  Charles  the  first  resulted  to  raise  an  army 
hi  dfefence  of  his  prerogatives  against  trie  encroachments  of  the 
Parliament,  he  appointed  Nottingham  as  the  spot  where  Jiis 
standard  should  bte  raised,  and  which  is  sard  to  have  been  first 
hoisted  on  one  of  the  towers  of  the  old  castle,  but  afterwards  re* 
moved  to  thg 

Standard  Hill, 

Which  is  just  without  the  old  wall  on  the  north  side,  and 
situated  on  part  of  the  Castle  Hill.  The  spot  is  still  pointed  oui 
it  the  present  day,  though  its  name  has  since  been  changed  to 
tfhat  of  ftevil's  Close,  being  the  property  for  many  years  of  a 
family  of  that  name.  In  order  to  mark  the  exact  spot,  a  post 
Bad  stood  here  for  a  long  time,  but  being  at  length  pulled  up, 
the  then  owner,  in  order  that  it  might  still  be  exactly  known, 
planted  several  elm  trees;  but  these  were  repeatedly  destroyed 
by  the  mischievous  boys  of  the  place,  perhaps  stimulated  by 
those  who  ought  to  have  been  wiser  than  to  wish  to  destroy  the 
memory  of  a  place  remarkable  for  an  historical  fact,  for  the  sake 
of  some  paltry  feeling  in  politics. 

In  consequence  of  the  .removal  of  any  exact  mark,  the  local 
antiquaries  have  been  at  their  usual  conjectures  respecting  a 
fact  even  so  recent  as  this ;  and  some  hate  asserted  that  a  hill 
i  small  distance  to  the  north,  called  Derry  Mount,  was  the  iden- 
tical spot.  Dr.  Bering,  however,  i9  of  a  contrary  opinion,  and  we 
think  for  a  sufficient  reason,  if  he  is  right  in  asserting  that  this 
latter  place  is  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  castle. 

Wavirfgall  further  conjecture,  however,  we  shall  briefly  state 
a  few  of  the  leading  circumstances  from  Clarendon,  who  tells 
us,  at  the  close  of  his  first  volume,  that  the  king  "  published  a 
proclamation  by  which  he  required  all  men  who  could  bear 
arms  to  repair  to  him  at  Nottingham  by  the  25th  of  August  fol- 
lowing, on  which  day  he  would  set  up  his  royal  standard  there, 
which  all  good  subjects  were  obliged  to  attend." 

It  appears  that  some  of  his  advisers  proposed  York  in  pre- 
ference to  Nottingham;   but  the  king  thought  he  would  be 

H  3  nearer 
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nearer  to  some  friends  who  were  stirring  in  his  favour,  both  in 
the  south  and  west  He  accordingly  came  to  Nottingham  a 
few  days  before  the  25th;  and  having  gone  towards  Coventry 
with  a  few  troops,  the  gates  were  shut  against  him,  and  he  found 
it  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  appearance  of  some  of  the 
parliamentarian  forces,  to  return  to  Nottingham  on  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  the  ceremony. 

"  According  to  proclamation,  upon  the  95th  day  of  August 
(1642,)  the  standard  was  erected  about  six  of  the  clock  in  the 
evening  of  a  very  stormy  and  tempestuous  day.  The  king  him* 
self  with  a  small  train  rode  to  the  top  of  the  Castle  hill,  Varney 
the  Knight  Marshal,  who  was  standard  bearer,  carrying  the 
standard,  which  was  then  erected  on  that  place,  with  little  other 
ceremony  than  the  sound  of  drums  and  trumpets :  melancholy 
men  observed  many  ill  presages  about  that  time.  The  standard 
was  blown  down  the  same  night  it  had  been  set  up,  by  a  very 
strong  and  unruly  wind,  and  could  not  be  fixed  again  in  a  day 
or  two,  till  the  tempest  was  allayed,  &c." 

Bering,  and  Thoroton,  as  well  as  Throsby,  speak  of  its  having 
been  erected  on  the  22d ;  but  this  roust  allude  merely  to  the 
usual  hoisting  of  the  standard  in  the  castle  on  the  king's  arrival  9 
which  was  on  the  22d,  and  which  is  done  even  at  the  present 
day  at  Windsor  when  his  Majesty  is  there,  but  the  formal 
erection  of  it,  agreeable  to  the  proclamation,  was  that  which  took 
place  on  the  Standard  hill.  The  king's  declaration  on  this  im- 
portant day,  was,  after  setting  up  the  standard,  and  the  cere- 
mony of  blessing  his  arms,  "  that  he  would  govern  according 
to  the  known  laws  of  the  land ;  and  if  he  failed  in  these  things' 
he  would  expect  no  relief  from  man,  nor  protection  from 
Heaven." 

Before  we  quit  the  environs  of  the  castle,  it  is  necessary  to 
take  some  further  notice  of  the 

River  Lenb, 
as  far  at  least  as  it  is,  here  locally  connected  with  the  town.    In 
an  old  perambulation  of  the  forest  taken  in  the  lGth  of  Henry 

the 
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third  (1231)  the  bounds  arc  described  as  running  "to  to  Lenton, 
and  from  thence  by  the  same  water,  as  it  was  wont  of  old  time 
to  run  into  the  water  of  Trent/4  which  confirms  the  generally 
received  opinion  as  recited  by  Bering,  that  at  Lenton  bridge  it 
used,  before  the  Conquest,  to  turn  towards  the  south  and  empty 
itself  into  the  Trent,  opposite  to  Wil  ford ;  but  that  the  Conqueror, 
or  at  least  one  of  the  Peverels,  turned  it  into  a  new  cut  running 
by  the  foot  of  the  castle  rock,  as  it  does  at  present,  along  the 
south  side  of  the  town,  and  thence  to  Sneinton  meadows,  where 
it  divides  the  jurisdiction  of  Nottingham  and  the  parish  of 
Sneinton,  and  turning  short  off  falls  into  the  Trent. 

Some  people  have  been  of  opinion  that  its  present  course  is 
of  a  more  modern  date;  but  the  quotation  from  the  perambu- 
lation must  now  be  considered  as  conclusive. 

Leland  says,  "  the  little  ryver  of  Lene  and  the  great  stream 
of  Trente  cum  nere  together  in  the  medow  on  the  south  side  of 
the  town ;  and  when  any  land  waters  cum  down  much  of  the 
vale  and  meadowes  there  be  overflowen."  Since  his  time,  how* 
€Y*r'  great  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  state  of  this  river. 
Throsby  has  recorded  the  particulars  with  such  accuracy,  that  we 
shall  quote  him  where  he  says,  that  the  passage  over  the  Leen 
(or  Lene)  into  Nottingham,  was  made  between  twenty  and 
thirty  years  ago,  very  commodious,  and  an  ornament  to  the  town. 
In  fact  it  is  so  at  the  present  moment ;  but  when  he  wrote,  it  had 
been  partly  destroyed  by  a  great  flood  which  happened  in 
March  1795.  He  further  says  when  the  improvements  first  took 
place,  m  consequence  of  making  a  cut  from  the  Ere  wash  canal 
near  Nottingham,  to  communicate  with  the  Trent  near  Trent 
bridge,  the  old  road  from  the  bridge  to  the  town  was  in  a  great 
measure  cut  away  for  that  purpose.  The  new  high  road  was, 
therefore,  formed  in  a  straight  line,  at  a  very  great  expense,  and 
raised  to  a  height  which  was  supposed  to  be  far  above  any  pro- 
bable rise  of  the  rivers.  By  the  execution  of  this  plan,  a  num- 
ber of  little  bridges  were  united  into  one  grand  and  light  range 
of  arches  over  all  the  water  currents  and  swampy  ground  on  the 
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London  road.  This,  however,  could  not  reset  thai  sewe  flood  ; 
the  very  foundation  of  the  arches  wai  shaken;  much  of  the 
•olid  road  was  swept  away;  and  the  whole  damage  was  esti- 
mated at  upwards  of  3000/. 

Since  that  period,  the  whole  has  been  repaired,  and  so 
consolidated,  as  to  bid  defiance  to  every  thing  but  the  silent 
attacks  of  time. 

The  Trent  bridge  was  anciently  called  Heathbethe  bridge,  ac- 
cording to  the  opinion  of  Thoroton  and  others;  and  much  an- 
tiquarian conjecture  may  be  found  on  this  subject  in  Daring  and 
Throsby.  There  certainly  was  a  bridge  built  here  by  Edward 
the  Elder,  about  a  century  before  the  Norman  accession,  which 
remained  in  part  until  1683,  when  it  was  almost  completely  de- 
stroyed by  the  ice.  The  corporation  then  erected  the  present 
bridge  of  stone,  consisting  of  twenty  arches,  to  which  conside- 
rable repairs  and  improvements  hate  been  made ;  notwithstand- 
ing which  it  has  a  very  venerable  appearance,  throwing  its  long 
range  of  arches  across  the  flats  on  the  London  road.  The  funds 
for  the  support  of  this  bridge  are  now,  we  believe,  pretty  consi- 
derable. Even  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  they  amounted 
to  130/.  per  annum,  which  consisting  of  houses  and  lands  granted 
by  the  crown,  of  gifts  and  legacies,  besides  tolls,  &c.  must  now 
be  considerably  improved  in  value.  We  have  not  seen  any  re- 
cent statement  of  these  funds;  but  the  sum  mentioned  was  a 
net  receipt  after  paying  all  charges,  "  burgesses  parts,  &c." 
The  rapidity  of  the  floods  in  the  Trent,  so  often  mentioned, 
prevents  all  attempts  at  the  erection  of  water  mills,  and  is  the 
reason  why  a  stranger  on  his  first  arrival  is  forcibly  struck  with 
the  appearance  of  so  many  windmills,  where  there  is  apparently 
such  a  copious  supply  of  water.  We  cannot  help  being  of  opinion, 
however,  that  rery  commodious  water  mills  might  be  erected  here 
upon  the  same  principle  as  those  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  in  Ger- 
many. These  are  erected  upon  platforms  of  wood,  properly 
secured  against  the  force  of  the  current,  and  made  to  rise  and 
fall  with  the  water.    In  seasons  of  frost,  they  might  be  totally 

4  removed; 
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removed;  as  is  done  in  many  cities  on  the  Rhine,  particularly 
at  Mentz.    Nottingham,  in  its 

Ecclesiastical  Division, 
has  three  parishes;  St.  Mary's;  St.  Petals;  and  St.  Nicholas; 
each  of  which  has  its  appropriate  church ;  and  there  is  besides 
the  extra-parochial  chapel  of  St.  James,  lately  built  on  part  of 
the  castle  ground. 

St.  Mary's  is  the  largest  parish,  and  contains  the  prin- 
cipal church,  which  standing  on  a  bold  eminence,  twenty-three 
yards  in  perpendicular  height  above  the  level  of  the  meadows, 
presents  a  commanding  appearance  to  the  spectator  in  almost 
every  direction.  Leland,  when  speaking  of  it,  says  that  "  it  is 
excellent  newt,  and  miyforrae  yn  work,  and  so  many  fair  wyn- 
6ows  yn  it  that  no  artificer  can  imagine  to  set  more/4  Stukely 
also  describes  it  as  "a  fine  old  lightsome  building,  with  a  good 
ring  of  eight  bells." 

As  it  is  said  by  Leland  to  be  "  newe,"  we  must  presume  that 
it  had  just  received  a  complete  repair  at  his  visit ;  for  its  anti- 
quity is  of  a  much  older  date,  and  carried  back  by  some  to  the 
Saxon  times,  evident  indeed  from  its  architecture,  or  at  least 
previous  to  the  reign  of  Stephen,  when  that  mode  of  architec- 
ture fell  into  disuse.  We  are  not  disposed,  however,  to  place 
any  reliance  on  the-  tale  of  Dering,  of  a  workman  who  told  him 
that  in  repairing  the  west  end,  he  had  seen  a  date  cut  in  one  of 
the  timbers,  which  he  did  not  remember,  but  knew  that  it  was 
upwards  of  eleven  hundred  years  old !  This  church  is  built 
quite  in  the  collegiate  style,  in  form  of  a  cross,  with  a  very 
august  tower  in  the  centre,  and  evidently  of  the  Gothic  of  Henry 
the  seventh's  reign :  and  its  whole  appearance  is  venerable  and 
impressive. 

It  is  at  present  undergoing  a  complete  repair,  and  it  is  but 
due  to  the  taste  of  those  who  superintend  it,  to  say,  that  the 
ancient  workmanship  is  preserved  as  much  as  possible.  It  is  at 
the  same  time  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  ancient  bell  loft  in  the 

body 
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body  of  the  church  is  taken  down,  as  it  was  a  very  curious 
fragment  of  old  customs. 

The  interior  is  as  venerable  as  the  outside ;  the  windows  cast 
a  dim  religious  light,  but  are  no  longer  adorned  with  their  an- 
cient painted  glass,  except  some  trifling  fragments.  There  was 
also  an  ancient  painting  on  the  wall,  of  St.  Christopher;  but 
nothing  remains  to  gratify  curiosity,  except  some  faint  shades 
that  are  scarcely  perceptible. 

The  monuments  in  the  church  have  once  been  numerous ; 
both  mural  or  of  the  tablet  kind,  and  also  many  brass  plates ; 
but  these  latter  were  almost  entirely  stripped  off  by  the  liberal 
and  reforming  round  heads  in  the  civil  commotions  of  the 
seventeenth  century. 

In  the  south  aisle  is  "  our  Lady's  chapel"  which  contain*  the 
tomb  of  the  first  and  second  Earls  of  Clare,  who  died  at  the  be- 
ginning and  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century ;  and  opposite 
to  this,  on  the  north  side  is  the  "  Chapel  of  All  Saints9'  the  bu- 
rial place  of  the  Plumtre  family.  In  this  latter  chapel  is  a  win- 
dow which,  for  size  and  elegance  of  ornament,  surpasses  most 
that  we  have  seen  of  its  date  and  style,  and  whose  ramifications 
and  tracery,  by  making  even  darkness  more  visible,  add  much 
to  the  solemnity  of  the  surrounding  scene  of  mortality. 

The  ancient  organ  was  destroyed  in  the  civil  wars ;  another 
built  in  1704,  which  was  taken  down  and  replaced  in  1742: 
but  the  present  elegant  and  fine  toned  one  was  erected  in  1777, 
by  SnetzUr.  It  has  two  fronts ;  %and,  both  in  tone  and  elegance, 
is  a  convincing  proof  of  the  extraordinary  skill  of  its  maker. 
For  the  inscriptions  on  the  monuments,  and  on  the  bells  which 
now  amount  to  ten  in  number,  we  must  refer  to  Dering,  as  even 
a  slight  recapitulation  would  far  exceed  our  limits.  Before  the 
reformation  this  church  had  a  guild  or  fraternity  of  six  priests 
in  honour  of  the  Trinity,  and  also  three  chantries.  The  Tri- 
ennial and  Annual  visitations  of  the  archbishop,  and  of  the 
archdeacon,  are  always  held  in  this  church. 

St.  Petes'*  Church  is  a  handsome  edifice  with  a  lofty  spire, 
9  standing 
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standing  near  the  market  place.  It  still  retains  aome  memorials 
of  Saxon  architecture ;  much  of  Gothic ;  and  a  considerable  share 
of  modern  additions,  added  during  a  recent  repair.  The  necessity 
for  these  modern  additions  was  occasioned  by  the  damage  which 
k  sustained  in  the  civil  wars  during  the  siege  of  the  town  by 
Cromwell's  forces;  at  which  time  in  particular  a  shell  fell  upon 
the  vestry,  and  destroyed  not  only  that  but  also  part  of  the  body 
of  the  church.  It  is  at  present  well  lighted  in  consequence  of 
its  modern  windows,  and  is  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  the 
parishioners ;  which  cannot  be  said  of  St.  Mary's,  whose  parish 
is  considerably  larger  than  both  the  others. 

Whilst  digging  a  vault  about  a  century  ago,  the  workmen  dis- 
covered the  remains  of  John  de  Ptumtrc,  the  benevolent  foun- 
der of  the  hospital  at  the  bridge,  and  which  still  bears  his  name ; 
and  who,  with  Jiis  brother,  desired  by  will  to  be  buried  in  the 
chapel  of  All  Saints  in  this  church. 

Here  is  a  very  good  ring  of  bells,  the  7th  of  which  was  given 
to  the  church  by  Margery  Doubleday,a  washerwoman,  in  1644, 
with  twenty  shillings  per  annum  to  the  sexton,  for  the  ringing 
of  it  every  morning  at  four  o'clock,  in  order  to  rouse  all  future 
nymphs  of  the  tub  to  their  daily  labour. 

There  are  many  monuments  in  the  church ;  but  they  are  prin* 
cipally  interesting  to  the  local  antiquary,  as  illustrative  of  the 
descent  of  the  various  families  in  the  parish.  In  this  church  the 
Spiritual  Court  is  held. 

St.  Nicholas*  Chuech  was  pulled  down  in  the  civil  wars,  by 
order  of  ColonelJulius  Hutchinson,  the  parliamentarian  gover- 
nor; its  materials  applied  to  private  profit,  and  the  bells  as  it 
is  said  sent  by  the  governor  to  the  manor  house  at  Owthurpe.* 
The  reason  assigned  for  pulling  it  down,  was  its  extreme  vici- 
nity to  the  castle,  which  would  have  been  beneficial  to  a  be- 
sieging 

9  Thii  Menu,  however,  partly  contradicted  by  •  fact  mentioned  bj  Tbrosbv. 
who  says  that  in  digging  wow  jean  ago  near  the  foundation  of  the  present 
tower,  part  of  a  bail  was  found  broken  to  pieces,  supposed  io  hate  been  dona- 
M  tee  demolition  of  the  old  church. 
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sieging  Army  to  cat*  of  an  Attack*  The  present  edifice  tt» 
erected  in  1678;  it  m  of  brick,  ornamented  with  stone  corners, 
window  frames,  &c.and  has  a  Hgbtand  airy  appearance.  There 
tea  very  fine  prospect  from  the  church  yard,  though  its  eleva- 
tion n  only  eleven  yards  above  the  level  of  the  Trent. 

The  interior  is  very  well  lighted,  and  extremely  comfortable  ill 
consequence  of  the  great  attention  paid  to  it ;  for  the  parish  tm 
of  late  years  so  increased  as  to  bef  superior  to  St  Peter's.  It 
consists  of  a  spacious  nave  and  two  side  aisles,  the  southern- 
most of  which  was  much  enlarged  in  1756  by  private  subscrip- 
tion ;  and  a  similar  extension  of  the  north  aisle  took  place  m 
1783,  when  560/.  were  raised  for  that  purpose.  It  has  been  of 
late  years  new  paved,  and  ornamented  with  a  handsome  pulpit 
and  reading  desk,  and  also  with  a  new  gallery  on  the  north 
aide.  The  ancient  monuments  were  aW  destipyed;  and  the 
modern  ones  do  not  require  any  particular  notice.  Amongst 
other  parochial  charities,  is  a  chance  bequeit  of  Anthony  Walker, 
*  wandering  beggar,  who  left  two  cottages  and  sit  acres  of 
ground  at  Matlock  to  that  parish  in  which  he  should  die,  which 
happened  to  be  this  of  St  Nicholas. 

St.  James's  Church,  or  chapel,  has  lately  been  built,  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  great  increase  of  population,  on  castle  ground, 
which  is  extra-parochial.  On  or  near  to  its  scite,  was  in  ancient 
tunes  a  chapel,  which  was  granted  by  Edward  the  second  to 
the  friars  Carmelites,  to  whose  monastery  it  was-  adjoining. 
Here  also  the  court  of  the  honour  of  Peverel  was  held  for  some 
centuries,  but  now  removed  to  Basford. 

The  present  edifice  is  light,  neat,  and  elegant,  both  within 
and  without,  and  judiciously  and  tastefully  executed  in  imita- 
tion of  the  Gothic  style,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr. 
Stretton  of  Lenton  priory,  whose  taste  and  research  as  an  anti- 
quary are  fully  displayed  by  bis  choice  of  style  and  selection 
of  ornaments*  The  inside  is  peculiarly  neat  and  comfortable. 
Without  losing  any  thing  of  its  Gothic  air ;  and  the  light  support 
of  the  galleries,  together  with  the  execution  of  the  pulpit  and 

reading 
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reading  desk,  are  in  themselves  complete  model*  for  future 
architects, 

If  it  has  any  defect  it  ia  in  the  lownes*  of  the  tower,  which 
we  believe  proceeds  from  a  lowoess  in  the  subscription  purse. 
9y  the  act  of  Parliament  for  its  establishment,  the  subscribers 
bav«  at  present  the  presentation  in  tbeir  own  hands,  but  it  ia 
in  a  certain  time  to  devolve  to  the  crown. 

In  the  town  of  Nottingham,  there  were  formerly  several 
Religious  Foundations.  Lelandsays,  "there  hath  been 3 
houses  of  freres,  as  I  remember,  whereof  2  stoode  toward  the 
weste  of  the  towne,  and  not  far  from  the  castelle." 

The  Geey  Fiuaes  were  placed  in  the  Broedmarah  not  tar 
from  the  castle.  The  house  was  founded  by  Henry  the  third 
ip  1950,  and  granted  at  the  dissolution  to  Thorn**  Heaeage.  It 
is  now  the  *cit&of  a  brewery. 

The  White  Fbiaes,  or  Carmelites,  had  a  house  in  St.  Nicholas 
parish.  It  was  founded  by  Reginald  lord  Grey  de  WilsVn,  and 
Sir  John  Shirley,  Knt.  and  granted  by  Henry  the  eighth  to 
James  Sturley. 

The  House  or  St.  Johns  belonging  to  the  knights  of  Jeru- 
saUm,  stood  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  town. 

St.  Leonaed's  Hospital  for  Lepers,  was  also  somewhere  est 
the  eastern  side:  it  had  the  privilege  of  cutting  the  dead  wood 
in  the  forest  of  Nottingham. 

St.  Mary's  Cell,  we  are  told  by  Tanner  in  the  Not  Moex 
we*  founded  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  third  for  two  monks  in 
the  chapel  of  St.  Mary  in  the  rock  under  the  castle. 

St.  Sepulchsb's  was  a  brotherhood  ill  the  reign:  of  Henry 
the  third :  and  a  College  of  Secular  priests  waa  once  existing 
in  the  castle.* 

As 

*  Dccring  m  ict j  copious  ia  bu  detail  of  the  ▼•rioos  raJea  of  !**■•  diflbr» 
*ut  order* ;  we  aball  select  one  or  two  to  exemplify  the  cAo*%  and  cttmnlU 
*m9t  the  em**,  two  ▼irtbes  with  which  wo.  Uiiovo.thoy  never  seve  beea 
«**uMieeriJj  ***** 
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Ag  Nottingham  has  bat  three  parish  churches  which  have 
long  been  inadequate  to  the  increased  population,  it  is  not  sur- 
prizing that  it  should  contain  such  a  number  of  Dissenting  and 
Sectarian  Places  of  Worship. 

The  High  Pavement  Meeting  is  established  by  a  number 
of  the  most  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  the  build- 
ing itself  is  a  handsome  square  of  brick,  and  of  modern  erection. 
It  is  spacious,  light,  and  airy ;  and  acknowledges  the  Presbyte- 
rian principles  and  form  of  worship. 

The  Castlegate  Meeting  is  nearly  on  the  same  principle, 
the  congregation  being  Calvinists,  and  pretty  numerous;  and 
they  have  had  the  good  sense  to  make  their  place  of  worship 
airy  and  commodious,  the  want  of  which  good  and  necessary- 
qualities  we  believe  often  tends  to  fill  Sectarian  Chapels  with 
visitors  who  would  otherwise  have  adhered  to  the  Established 
Church,* 

i  The  General  Baptists  are  not  very  numerous ;  their  place 
of  worship  was  originally  a  Methodist  chapel,  and  is  a  small,, 
but  neat,  octagon  building. 

The  Baptizing  Calvinists  are  more  numerous  ;  and  have  a 
spacious,  well  lighted,  comfortable  place  of  meeting  near  Col- 
lin's Hospital. 

.  Close  to  it,  and  almost  adjoining  the  north  east  side  of  Col- 
lin's Hospital,  is  the  very  neat  and  simple  meeting  of  the 
Quakers. 

But 

With  respect  to  the  first,  It  was  ordained,  "  that  no  brother  alone  risk  •' 
titter,  but  in  company,  and  that  by  permission,  and  for  edification  ;*'  and 
that "  none  ware  to  kiss  the  lips  of  any  woman."  With  respect  to  the  latter 
virtue,  there  were  the  remarkable  directions  "  that  tliey  be  not  too  nice  in 
washing  their  clothes,"  and  that  "  they  dare  kill  no  vermin,  nor  lye  on  fea- 
ther beds:"  and  it  was  farther  ordered,  that  "if  the  abbot  enjoyn  to  any 
monk  impossibilities,  he  most,  with  reverence  and  submission,  excuse  hit  ina- 
bility ;  if  the  abbot  nrge  it,  he  must  obey,  and  trust  to  God's  assistance."  !  ! 
.  *  We  may  almost  say  that  this  is  proved  in  the  metropolis,  where  the  com- 
fortable  chapels  belonging  to  the  church  of  England  are  always  well  filled, 
and  the  parish  churchet  deserted. 
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But  the  most  numerous  of  all  the  Protestant  sectaries  are  the 
Wesleyan  Methodists,  who  have  anew  place  of  meeting  in 
Hockley  Street.    It  is  large,  aod  always  well  attended. 

The  Roman  Catholics  have  also  a  small  chapel  in  Storey 
Street,  King's  Place ;  but  they  are  not  very  uumerous. 

There  was  also  formerly  a  sect  of  PhilodeJphians,  who  met 
in  the  brewhouse  yard,  and  whom  Dr.  Thoroton  calls  a  set  of 
fanatics.  Their  founder  was  a  Dutch  Anabaptist,  and  certainly 
a  false  prophet ;  for  he  boasted  that  he  would  rise  in  three  days 
after  his  death  which  happened  in  1556;  which  not  taking  place, 
many  of  his  followers  immediately  disowned  hia  doctrines. 

The  Public  Charities,  both  ancient  and  modern,  are  very 
numerous;  and  the  latter  are  upon  a  very  extensive  scale. 

Plumtbe's  Hospital  was  founded  by  John  Plumtre,  an  in- 
habitant of  Nottingham,  sometime  about  the  16th  of  Richard 
the  second,  having  obtained  the  king's  leave  to  erect  an  hospital 
at  the  bridge  end  for  two  chaplains,  whereof  one  was  to  be 
master,  and  13  poor  old  widows,  to  the  honour  of  the  annuncia- 
tion of  the  blessed  Virgin.  Little  of  the  first  building  is,  we 
believe,  now  in  existence,  yet  much  of  what  remains  is  of  con- 
siderable antiquity,  and  seems  of  Elizabeth's  time,  or  a  little 
before.  It  has  a  centre  with  ballustrade  on  top,  two  wings  or 
ends  of  semi-circular  zigzag  outline  in  the  roof,  and  the  win- 
dows of  plain  stone  work. 

In  1751  a  descendant  of  the  original  founder  added  four  new 
tenements;  and  two  years  afterwards  his  son  repaired  the  old 
building,  added  two  new  tenements,  and  thus  completed  the 
original  benevolent  plan.  The  apartments  are  clean  and  com- 
fortable; the  pensioners  receive  fifteen  shillings  each  per 
month,  a  ton  of  coals  and  a  new  gown  per  annum ;  and  the 
presentation  is  still  in  the  Plumtre  family. 

Count's  Hospital  is  a  plain  brick  elevation  of  two  stories, 
with  fourteen  windows  in  each  row  in  front,  a  doorway  of  cut 
•tone  with  niche  and  ornaments  over  it.   It  stands  in  Friar  Lane, 

surrounded 


Itfg  HOTTIHGIIAJ4SHIBB* 

surrounded  by  a  small  court  and  low  brick  wall ;  and  is  really 
an  ornament  to  that  part  of  the  town. 

It  was  founded  by  the  will  of  Mr.  Abel  Collin  in  1704  for  the 
reception  of  84  poor  men  and  women,  each  having  two  com- 
fortable apartments  and  two  shillings  per  week,  with  a  ton  and 
a  half  of  coals  per  annum. 

Of  other  charities  of  an  old  standing,  our  limits  will  only 
permit  w  to  name  Willovghby's  Hospital  in  the  Fishergate; 
Gascon's  Hospital  in  Houndsgate;  Woolley's  Bbadhousk 
in  Becklane ;  Hakdleys  Hospital  in  Stoney  Street ;  Bilby/s 
Alms  Houses  in  Coal-pit  Lane ;  Laboubers'  Hospital  on  Toll- 
house Hill ;  Wabsabcatb  Hospital,  &c,  the  whole  of  which 
afford  relief  to  upwards  of  70  poor  and  infirm  individuals.  Be* 
sides  these  there  are  the  Peekkam  and  Coventry  charities,  as 
well  as  several  others,  which,  having  no  importance  beyond 
their  immediate  locality,  do  not  require  any  particular  illustra- 
tion here. 

The  Wobkhousbs  are  in  number  equal  to  the  parishes,  and 
are  all  upon  a  very  clean  and  commodious  scale :  and  it  is  but 
justice  to  the  town  at  large  to  say  that  every  benevolent  plan 
or  regulation  lor  the  comfort  of  their  helpless  inmates  is  strictly 
attended  to,  and  generally  followed  by  beneficial  cense* 
quence*. 

The  size  of  the  parish  of  £f .  Mary's,  now  so  very  populous, 
calls  perhaps  for  some  further  additions  to  its  own ;  but  those  who 
have  the  management  of  it  have  fully  availed  themselves  of  the 
animadversions  of  Eden,  who,  in  his  State  of  the  Poor  writtesi  in 
1795,  noticed  that  this  workhouse  was  surrounded  by  other 
buildings,  most  of  which  were  much  higher  than  it;  so  as  com* 
pletely  to  obstruct  the  free  passage  of  air. 

In  this  parish  also  we  understand  from  the  same  author  thai 

several  small  deflations,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  about  801. 

per  annum,  are  distributed  to  fit  objects,  not  receiving  pare* 

chiai  assistance. 

But  one  of  the  greatest  glories  of  Nottingham,  is  its  General 

Infirmary, 
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hm*i*Amr  a  most  spacfott*  and  indeed'  elegant  btftdQn& 
and  noble  institution,  which,  as  ftirosfey  observes,  tafeeft  unuYfr 
ill  htaliftg  wing*,  ft*  sfoky  j**r,  And  feme,  from  any  cottnty  or 
district!  5  shedding  ar  most  eowfortabte'  influence  drowid J  and 
fbmtag  «  splendid  ornament  to  the*  town. 

The  flmc  stone  was  kid  oft1  she  *9«h  of  February  17M,  at  the 
stttbea*  femnemv  tfcc*top*Mfed  by  a  series1 of  silver  coins  df 
Che  present  rergft  and  witty  *  bras*  plate  Whose  inscription  alt 
some  distant?  day  may  p>eve,  to  future  antiquaries,  the  benerot- 
taooe  of  RdgKsftraen  tn  the  fStft  and  ¥9tK  cehtorles : 

"  General  Hospital  near  Nottingham ;  drVetttd  the  Sick 
and  Poor  of  any  Country.  The  CdrfcoTfrtidn*  gave*  tike 
groartrf  far  tHe  said  HosprtAf.^ 

Otf  digging  for  the  fmrtitlatfcrtv  state  Hawaii  bones  were 
famd  wkhva  sWord  and*  target,  broken'  shears*,  &c. 

The- bait  dtag  consists  of  a  centre*,  twoadvaricing  wings',  and 
two  ends ;  it  Ites*  thirteen  windows  in  a  rfenge,  and  is  two  stories 
high;  and  from*  the  south  east  front  a  most  extensive  prospect 
at  the  vale  of  Bafvoir  presents  itself.  It  is  roost  airily  situated 
•a  all  sides1,  and  is  sorrotmded  with  pleasant  walks  and 
gardens  ;  ftr  which  the  duke  of  Newcastle  benevolently 
gmt  seafe  greend  in  addition'  to  that  presented  by  the  cor* 
paration. 

It  has  been  observed  that  this  hospital  may  boast  of  two 
Mags:  first,  ef  befog*  an  eleemosynary  asylum  to  the  indigent 
tod  impotent ;  attd>  secondly,  that1  ttf  is  boilt  upon  the  identical 
spot,  (or  near  to  it,)  on  which  the  unfortunate  Charles  first  fixed 
his  peyal  standard';  but  after  a- very  eareful  survey  and  exam- 
ination, to  which  we  were  indebted  to  the  polite  attentidn  of 
Mr.  Stretton  the  architect,  and  to  the  laudable  pride  of  the 
matron  who  was  anxious  to  exhibit  every  thing  concerning  it, 
we  may  fairly  say  that  thie  benevolent  and  liberal  institution 
has  much,  more  to  boast  of. 

At  present  there  are  considerable  additions  matting  to  it,  by 
which  two  spacious  and  airy  day  rooms,  four  additional  wards, 

Vol.  XII.  I  a  more 
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a  more  commodioim  shop  Mid  store  room*  and  several  other 
conveniences*  will  be  obtained.*   , 

In  these  additions*  many  very  useAil  improvements  are  tak- 
ing place,  particularly  in  the  mode  of  ventilation  and  of  the 
conveyance  of  water ;  both  of  which  are  well  worthy  the  ex* 
.amination  of  persons  superintending  similar  establishments,  or 
indeed  any  buildings  on  an  extensive  scale*  being  both  me* 
chanically  and  philosophically  novel  and  correct.  The  inter* 
nal  cleanliness  is  highly  deserving  of  praise ;  and  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  dispensary*  and  other  offices*  is  a  pattern  for  all 
institutions  of  this  nature. 

The  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  the  county  and  town  have  come 
forward  in  the  handsomest  manner  to  execute  the  various  of- 
fices ;  and  the  Medical  gentlemen  all  contribute  their  services 
gratuitously.  The  benefactions*  legacies*  and  annual  sobscrip* 
lions*  are  on  a  very  handsome  scaje ;  and  it  is  worth  notice  that 
the  annual  expense*  upon  a  fair  principle*  can  never  well  ex* 
ceed  the  annual  income  ;  for  every  subscriber  can  only  recom- 
mend a  certain  number  of  patients  in  proportion  to  his  subscrip* 
tion*  though  the  scale  of  recommendation  is  very  liberal*  as 
subscribers  of  two  guineas  annually  can  recommend  two  in- 
patients* and  three  out-patients*  in  the  course  of  a  year ;  and 
these  may  be  from  any  distant  county*  even  if  brought  here 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  cure. 

The  benefactions  have  already  been  very  numerous :  amongst 
which  one  generous  unknown  individual  subscribed  the  sum  of 
10000/.  stock*  equal  to  6337/.  sterling  !f 

At  the  close  of  the  year  ending  March  1811*  the  benefac* 
tions  amounted  to  14*785/. ;  the  legacies  to  4428/. ;  and  she  re* 

ceipts 

•  Vide  General  Report  for  1811. 
t  Other  benefactions  were,  from  Mrs.  E.  Bainbiidge  of  Woodkorougb, 
10001;  •  friend  400/;  Duke  of  Newcastle,  and  John  Morris,  fisq.  of  Not- 
tingham 3001  each;  and  msnj  of  900/.  sad  lOOi  frost  the  neigbhoarinf 
Nobility  tnd  Gentry.  There  hive  also  been  apteral  legacies  of  6Q0J.;  be* 
tides  smaller  sums. 
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teipU  in  that  year,  including  1000/.  balance,  and  9471.  annual 
sobtcriptionj,  amounted  to  33331* 

In  February  1819,  there  were  49  in-patients,  and  309  out* 
patients,  then  on  the  hospital  books :  Hot  the  total  number  re- 
lieved, from  the  first  opening  Op  to  March  1811,  were  9H5  in* 
patients,  94401  oat-patients,  making  a  total  of  33996 ! ! ! 

The  Lunatic  Asylum,  both  for  paupers,  and  for  those  wb* 
can  pay  for  admission,  is  upon  a  very  considerable  scale,  and 
is  amongst  the  first  completed  under  the  act  of  Parliament ; 
haying  been  opened  for  admission  on  the  19th  of  February  of 
the  present  year  (1819)  when  nine  were  admitted  from  Not- 
tingham, and  there  were  also  A3  recommendations  of  cases  on 
the  books. 

This  building  which  is  erected  upon  tin  airy  scite  in  the  pa- 
rish of  Sneinton,  at  a  very  short  distance  from  the  town,  and 
placed  so  as  to  form  an  ornamental  object,  has  been  very  justly* 
said  to  possess  a  decided  superiority  in  its  general  design,  and 
in  the  distribution  of  its  arrangement,  over  any  other  building 
ef  the  same  nature  yet  established.  It  is  built  on  land  pur- 
chased by  the  voluntary  subscribers  for  that  purpose,  and  its 
general  plan  is  to  provide  separate  and  distinct  wards  for  male 
and  female  lunatics,  distributed  into  classes ;  as  well  as  for  the 
convalescents  and  incurables ;  and  also  separate  and  distinct 
airing  grounds  for  the  male  and  female  convalescents. 

This  pran  has  been  completely  executed,  by  a  building  of 
five  stories  in  height,  two  of  which  are  in  the  basement,  but 
sufficiently  light  and  airy  for  every  purpose  of  health  and  com- 
fcrt.  .  Each  story  has  a  long  and  airy  corridore,  which  leads 
to  each  range  of  cells,  airy,  cool,  and  comfortable,  and  afford- 
ing accommodation  for  fifty-six  patients.  The  style  of  archi ' 
tecture  is  extremely  plain ;  yet  the  front  elevation  may  be 
considered  sufficiently  handsome  to  render  it  an  object  of  beau- 
ty from  any  point  of  view, 

in  order  for  its  support,  much  has  already  been  done  by  vo- 
luntary contribution;  but  much  yet  remains  to  be  done,  not 

I  9  only 


<?ply  fe  WJ  <^ff  ^  debt  aJtajtfy  watowfcwj.  tf  which 
4700/.  was  borrowed  from  the  food*  of-  tta  QlQir^ 
buj  also  for,  te  awawili  support  and.  espajadfem. 

J\&  pattejttt  fe*m  three  chasm;  pe*&oo*  who  can.  pop  fa* 
tyfiir  fi»*e  w4  w^e^w^  «  pr^poniw  ^ibew  ability;.  p»f- 
sons  admitted  on  the  pay»*n&  of  fejry  amslA  s*0*;  a*A  P**> 
£gfg,  fiw  wbqra  a^ejt^  raje  sfcat)  be  paid  by  the  cowUy. 

Thejmtfcea,  oC  ifo  county,  ami  also  of  Ngttfcghati*  bpa** 
factory  pf  9^  guinea*,  and  aj*niaaAsubs/wber*of  3  gunicJtt.  ara> 
governor  ;  aftf  att  elections  tf  eff#*J*>  &Pi  *l»  fc  b*  dQM  h& 
b*Atet, 

Th*  dpwtiQn*m  18U  ajnounjedto  1764/. :  fegafiiea  ttSttTt 
and  the  annual  subscriptions  to  about  350/. 

TnePvBuc  School  in  Nottingham  art  faUy  sufficient  in 
number*  fpr  t£e  *i*e  of  the  tftwa;  and  from  the  recent  jud*» 
clous  regulations  which  have  taken  place  ia  seyeeai  instances* 
Ifreyare  ljkely  in  future  to  answer  every  beiiaxokot  ptujpoa* 
for  which  thoy  were  founded. 

The  Fsee  GBANVARiScwQIf  was  founded  by  Agn*aM*ttos» 
ip  1513,  a,  vqwess,  often  tailed  fcady  Mellnts,  but  only  tfc* 
widow  o£  a  wealthy  Wll-foufldai;  of  Nottingham.*  Thia 
school*  whipKis  |p  the  parish  of  St,  Ma*y  V  bad  aiuwjat  Wtatt 
into  disuse  as  the.  kopw>dg«  of  I*ftin  ia  no.  ta^aitejtMaip  to 
enable  a  man  to  say  bift  payers,  which  was  the  oa*e,ukthe  daj& 
of,  Catholicism  when  tbift  school  was  founded,  though  tat  a 
very  few  years  b^frce.  the  Itefownaiion;  of  course*  few  scholar* 
were  in  the  habit,  of  attending;  butt  ty  a  recent  an4judicioua 
i^egHla^on  of  the  corporation,  in  1807,  sixty  boy*  are. now  t* 
be  admitted  an4  taught  not  only  Gdreek  and  Latin*  and  the) 
classics,  but,  also  English,  writing*  awd  a^Uhroetic,  ^U*#* 

There  it.  also  an  excellent.  Cij^wty  Scbojm*  a  «ea*  littte 
building  clean  and  comfortable,  and  ornamented  in  tip  front 
with  the  usual  statues  of  a  boy  and  girl  of  thja.fejyivkiiwa  It 
K  airily  situated  in  the  High  PaYoaeisV  04  a  piec*  «£  grand 

gin* 

•  Dering,  p.  154. 
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given  by  a  teMvttal  attorney*  i  Hn  Wilnam  Thorp?.  k  it 
entirely  supported  by  votasttry  Qoatribntion*  and  ritontaint 
Any  pebr  children  of  hoth  eases*  whe  ere  iisstreeted  in  religion, 
and  in  English  reading.  Txmy  of  those  are  clothed  in  the  bhft 
etateotteaie/  and  the  whale  of  fawn  have  an  ai*  of  h^ilth  and 
enppineae, 

There  are  several  otneY  schools  sappbrted  on  literal  prtnet- 
plat?  oaa  in  S*.  Mary's  parish  enaoates  thirty  poor  children ; 
■toother  in  iha  same  parish,  supported  by  a  private  Society,  has 
kag  heeh  established  fee*  the  education  of  tirfteen ;  the  J¥oiet~ 
fee*  JMssmrrrt  support  one  for  the  poor  children  of  their  own 
peitoasien,  who  are  clothed  and  plainly  educated  \  and  a  Cfmrwk 
a/  B*gi**d  Stmdqy  Sdkot*  has  bean  for  some  time  ih  existence, 
*hese  receipts  in  lftli  Knroanted  to  IOTA 

The  8mdag  Soaeddain  Nottingham,  supported  by  aU  classes, 
*rtj  indeed,  on  a  vtfry  extensive  scafe*  thoagb  ei  a  small  ex- 
pcaa&i  at  tiro  young  people  of  each  a^rsaesibn,  and  ih  very 
regptctaUe  sitaatioai  in  life,  dedicate  themselves  seefeiently  te 
the  education  of  the  children,  Who  amount  to  upwards  of  MfO 
of  each  sex,  or  about  8866s  in  the  whole* 

Thd  CoaaTT  Hall  was,  m  Dorint/i  time  in  the  middle  of  tha 
lilt  oantoty,  a  rutnona  disgraceful  btriWing.  •  This,  however, 
hat  been  replaced  by  a  wry  oonnnodionr  and  bandsoree  edifice 
erected  by  the  county  in  rT70,  on  the  High  Pavensent,  and  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  St  Mary's  church*  The  ground  on 
which  it  stands  was  expressly  excepted  from  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  town*  by  the  charter  of  Henry  the  sixth,  and  still  continaet 
xv  It  has  an  extensive  ball  with  two  convenient  courts,  and 
•H  the  necessary  apartments  for  the  acadromodation  of  the 
judges,  jury  rooms,  &c< ;  and  it  ornamented  with  neate  old 
•csadwdi  ot  toe  duhe  of  Kingston1**  light  horsey  In  the  rebellion 
of  174*,  and  With  picture*  of  their  present  MajeXtieagvven  by 
(a*  earl  of  Manvers* 

The  Tow*  Hail,  for  the  town  and  county  of  the  town  of 
Nftnon^irib,  ie  »  large  hnnwaig  three  stories  high,  with  the 

I  3  town 
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town  prison  on  the  grand  floor,  mud  a  targe  flight  of  j 
one  end,  leading  to  the  first  floor,  commodiously  and 
somely  fitted  up  for  the  various  necessary  purposes.     It  stands 
near  the  tcite  of  the  old  Weekday  Cross. 

In  1811,  the  anneal  statement  of  the  county  rate  of  the 
county  and  town  of  Nottingham  was  963  U,  which  was  all  ax- 
.ponded,  except  a  small  balance  of  177L 

The  County  Prison,  which  formerly  was  under  the  ancient 
county  hall,  is  now  behind  it;  and,  being  on  the  slope  of  the 
rock  on  its ;  southern  face,  is  not  only  airily  situated,  but  has 
else  some  very  extensive  views  from  its  upper  apartments,  trout 
one  of  which,  some  years  ago,  a  prisoner  jumped  in  hopes  of 
.escaping,  though  at  a  height  of  70  feet  This  gaol  is  clean,  tad 
airy ;  and,  we  understand,  under  excellent  modern  regulations  ; 
.which  were  certainly  very  necessary,  when  we  consider  its 
-state  when  the  benevolent  Howard  was  collecting  his  materials 
for  a  History  of  the  Prisons  in  England,  There  are  some  saaall 
benefactions  existing  for  the  relief  of  poor  debtors;  but,  in  Mr. 
Howard's  time,  their  principal  relief  was  from  a  collection 
raised  by  a  person  employed  to  go  round  the  country  at  Christ- 
mas, which  amounted  at  that  time  to  about  SAX.  Mr.  Howard 
complained  much  of  a  man  who,  in  the  year  1776,  haying  ob- 
tained his  Majesty's  pardon,  was  nevertheless  detained  in  gaol 
tor  a  considerable  time  for  the  paltry  sum  of  about  fifty  shillings 
tor  office  and  gaol  fees. 

The  Town  and  County  Gaol  is  also  as  commodious  as  cir- 
cumstances will  admit  of,  though  much  is  yet  wanted  to  render 
it  complete.  At  Mr.  Howard's  first  visit,  he  complained  much 
of  the  state  of  its  dungeons  and  other  rooms;  but  at  his  second 
considerable  improvements  had  taken  place.  There  is  now  a 
total  separation  of  Felons  and  Debtors;  and  there  is  a  commo- 
dious bath,  which  is  extremely  conducive  to  the  health  and 
cleanliness  of  the  unfortunates  confined  here.  A  small  sum  is 
annually  collected  in  the  town  for  the  relief  of  poor  debtors. 
'The  Town  SridiweMo  which  stands  in  St  John's  Street,  has 

also 
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ttso  begun  to  derive  some  benefit  from  the  liberal  active  phi- 
lanthropy of  the  present  day.     Indeed  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in 
a  few  years,  the  general  melioration  of  all  places  of  confine- 
ment, ««s  far  as  is  consistent  with  security,  will  cause  Mr.  How- 
ard's horrible,  yet  unfortunately  too  accurate,  statement,  to  be 
considered  as  a  kind  of  Romance.     It  never  can  be  too  deeply 
impressed  upon  the  minds  of  all  those  who  hare  any  power  or 
supermteadance  over  those  places,  that  the  separation  of  the 
sexes,  the  separation  of  young  from  hardened  offenders,  and 
the  separation  of  debtors  from  felons,  are  objects  both  of  the 
greatest  physical  and  moral  importance.    When  all  these  things 
are  sufficiently  attended  to,  with  the  addition  of  wholesome* 
food,  clean  lodging,  airy  exercising  grounds,  good  sewers,  and 
a  supply  of  water,  with  good  workshops  and  incitements  to  in- 
dustry, still  will  our  prisons  be  places  of  punishment  to  those 
unhappily  confined  in  them ;  and  with  these  additions  they  are 
alsemore  likely  to  become  places  of  amendment. 
'  The  Market  Place  of  Nottingham  has  long  been  admired. 
Even  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth,  Leland  says, "  the  Mar- 
ket place  and  streate,  both  for  the  buildings  on  the  side  of  it, 
'for  the  very  great  wideness  of  this  streete,  and  the  cleane  par- 
ing of  h,  is  the  most  fairest  without  exception  of  all  England  ;'* 
and  H  is  now  certainly  one  of  the  most  spacious  in  the  king- 
dom, surrounded  with  excellent  houses,  and  having  every  ac- 
commodation for  its  various  purposes.     At  the  upper  end  of  it 
formerly  stood  the  Mali  Cro$s  ;  but  that,  with  the  other  crosses, 
is  now  down. 

It  is  now  the  place  for  the  two  weekly  markets  on  Wednes- 
-lay  and  Saturday ;  on  the  former  of  these  days  the  ancient 
beast  market  from  St.  Peter's  is  held  here ;  but  on  the  Saturdays, 
which  are  the  principal  days,  the  mayor  and  corporation  have 
▼cry  judiciously  ordered  the  cattle  market  to  be  held  on  another 
■pot. 

The  supply  of  this  market,  particularly  on  Saturday,  is  very 
Abundant  in  every  necessary  of  life;  but  the  prices  are  consi- 

I  4  dered 
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4i)^i  as  rtfrtr*xfrm&m  # n  *#*/  Mwfo*ce%  **d  revy  fcr  m- 
deft)  abpr*  tfiajk  scale  iwfcfeh  Pering  has  given  wbiwt  book : 
ajyl  nothing  c«jbe  more  W*«qg-  or  toefestiag to a itwwgw 
than  to  £9  through  Ibis  nprk***  and  observe  *be  e*traeedinn#y 
neatness  and  regularity  of  (t^  who  he*eb»e*ght  then*  ftiiom 
article*  %  sale ;  but  move  particularly  ftp  see  tb*  y  eung  femaUe 
of  tbetQwu,  many  of  themaf  the  jaqat  *aspe<*able  iymlim  m 
the  place*  who  ar*  net  ashamed  to  put  en  their  aserkeftews 
4rc*s?  and,  with  their  little  baskets*  to  make  each  purchases  a* 
they  can  conveniently  cany.  It  is  not  unfair  either  ie  re  movie, 
that  the  stranger  cannot  fell  to  be  struck  with  tbe  neatness  aeuj 
beauty,  which  be  will  meet  at  every  step,  and  that  ie  a  greater 
proportign  than  the  Editor  of  these  sheets  recollects  ever  aw 
baye  met  with  in  any  other  town,  even  wbene  they  have  hewn 
finned  for  the  charms  of  the  sex. 

The  New  Excuavgx  stand*  at  tke  east  end  of  the  Mark** 
place  ;  it  is  a  very  handsome  hjrick  bttiWing  of  four  statics  in 
height*  erected  by  the  corporation  f  n  the  early  past  of  the  last 
century,  of  183  feet  ie  length,  and  the  front  supported  by  a 
range  of  stone  pillars  forming  a  spacious  open  parade,  with  thw 
ggAKBu&s  partly  under,  and  partly  babied  it;  which,  however* 
are  so  insufi}cient  for  the  demand  on  market  days,  that  SOataJh 
are  sometimes  set  out  in  the  Market  piece,  or  rather  i*  tkei 
SmMfy  £ow»  It  was  intended  at  first  to  ornament  vbe  (soot 
with  the  statues  of  George  the  first,  and  the  then  Frmce  and 
Princess  of  Wales ;  but  the  niche*  still  remain  untenanted*  Them 
is,  however,  a  well  executed  figure  of  Justice  on  the  tap*  The 
apartments  above  stairs  are  airy  and  spacious,  and  neatly,  though 
plainly,  fitted  up  for  public  purposes  and  various  corporatioSI 
and  election,  uses ;  there  has  also  been,  for  some  time  a  subscript 
tan  news  room  fitted  up  in  one  of  them*  called  the  Exchange* 

The  Fairs  at  Nottingham  are  three  annually ;  these  we.  be* 

lieve  take  place  on  the  seventh  of  March,  the  second  and  third  of 

4pfU,  and  the  atecan4  of  October  cejled  Goose  fiur»     AU  of 
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these  mm  far  cattle  and  horses,  and  the  latter  aW  particularly 
far  oboes*.* 

The  T*aob  asio  MAN«f  act«ix8  of  Nottingham  fear*  long 
bee*  *e*ty  ealtneif  e*  Here  are  several  Milts  for  spinning  silk 
and  cotton,  end  for  twisting  to;  silk  mills  worked  by  horses; 
lee*  workers;  stocking  wearers ;  a  white  lead  work ;  a  foandery 
far  oaj*  iron  ware  from  the  pigs  brought  from  Coalbrook  dale ; 
dying  and  bleach  works;  British  lace  by  framework;  brew* 
ejrief ;  maUbouses ;  tanneries,  &c  The  glasshouses,  however* 
which  formerly  existed  are  now  laid  aside ;  and  the  pottery  ie 
olae  very  trifling. 

Groat  changes  have  at  different  timet  taken  place  with  re- 
spec*  to  the  trade  of  this  town;  and  it  is  a  corioos  (act  that  lit* 
tie  mere  than  a  oentory  ago,  thongh  then  a  manufacturing 
fUm,  it  was  dependent  upon  the  neighbouring  towns,  and 
even  villages*  for  grocery,  drapery,  &c.  though  it  is  now  the 
general  depot  for  *  very  extensive  neighbourhood.  Much  of 
iM  modern  improvement  most,  however,  be  dated  from  even  an 
Wle  a  period  aa  thai  in  which  its  water  communications  warn 
improved  by  the  various  cuts  in  its  vicinity. 

It  is  said  that*  as  early  as  the  commencement  of  the  twelfth 
eeatary,  the  Dvmino  Ta*na  was  an  object  of  importance  to 
Nottingham  ;  but  it  declined  in  the  reign  of  Mary,  and  is  now 
eaarcety  worth  mentioning,  though  so  long  a  source  of  opn- 
lanna  and  independence  to  many  families  in  the  place* 

The  teocnmo  MAMurAereav  seems  to  have  begun  to  fill  up 
it*  place  aeon  after,  as  the  stocking  frame  was  invented  in  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth;  yet,  in  1641,  there  were  only  two  frame 
work  knitters  in  Nottingham. 

The  usefulness  and  simplicity  of  the  present  machines  are 
astonishing;  and  it  is  watt  known,  that  it  was  invented  by  WW* 

liant 

-9  The  Agricultural  Surrey  fays,  that  the  fair  on  the  second  of  April  is 
fcofeable,  if  it  falls  on  the  Monday  after  Palm  Sunday  ;  and  we  ba?e  seen  it 
Oared  that  these  fairs  are  on  the  Friday  after  January  15th,  7th  and  8th  of 
ttee^Taaisoay  before  Easter,  and  Sad,  3rd,  and  4th,  of  October. 
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Jiatoi  Lee,  who  waft  M.  A.  of  St  John's  college  at  Cambridge, 
born  at  Calrerton  according  to  Thoroton,  but  at  Woodborougb, 
a  Ullage  about  seven  miles  distant  from  Nottingham,  according 
|o  Derifcg's  account,  who  records  a  traditional  story  of  htm  that 
he  was  heir  to  a  pretty  freehold  estate,  and  being  deeply  in 
lore  with  a  young  person  to  whom  be  paid  his  addresses,  but 
whom  be  always  found  more  intent  upon  her  knitting,  than  to 
bis  tows  and  protestations,  he  was  induced  to  contrire  a  ma- 
chine, which  should  render  the  mode  of  knitting  by  hand  en- 
tirely useless.  We  bare,  howe?er,  seen  it  stated  differently  ; 
that  Mr.  Lee  was  a  poor  curate,  and  married ;  and  his  wife  being 
obliged  to  occupy  herself  industriously  with  knitting,  which 
interfered  rery  much  with  the  attention  necessary  to  her  fe* 
naily,  he  was  prompted  to  attempt  the  invention  of  the  present 
complex,  yet  simple,  machinery.  It  is  certain  that  he  or  his 
brother  exhibited  the  loom  before  queen  Elizabeth ;  but  his  in- 
vention being  despised  in  bis  native  country,  he  went  to  France 
with  several  English  workmen,  where  he  was  patronised  by 
Henry  the  fourth.  The  murder  of  that  monarch  overturned  all 
bis  hopes  of  success;  he  died  of  grief  and  chagrin  at  Paris, 
and  bis  few  surviving  workmen  returned  to  England.  After 
some  time,  a  company  was  established  in  London ;  but  no  trade 
of  this  kind,  where  small  capitals  are  sufficient,  can  possibly 
flourish  under  a  monopoly ;  of  course  even  the  London  dealers 
in  hosiery  found  it  more  profitable  to  purchase  their  goods  in 
the  country,  than  from  the  manufacturers  of  the  metropolis ; 
and  the  trade  has  thus  been  enabled,  for  many  years,  to  find  its 
own  level. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  procure  any  recent  estimate  of  the 
number  of  frames  employed  in  this  manufacture;  but  Bering 
says*  that  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  there  were  1900 
employed  in  Nottingham  alone,  to  which  may  be  added  about 
400  assistant  workmen  occupied  in  making  the  various  parts  of 
the  frame  manufacture,  and  also  a  great  number  of  winders, 
sixers,  and  seamers,  &c.  The  number  at  present,  however,  not- 
withstanding 
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withstanding  the  circumscribed  stale  of  our  roinmsrca,  1 
much  greater. 

The  Bomb  Lace  Teadb  was  once  a  source  of  profitable  in* 
Wastry  to  a  number  of  females;  it  afterwards  declined ;  bat  we 
believe  that  the  frame  lace  would  soon  hare  enabled  as  to  rival 
the  continent  in  that  article,  had  it  not  been  for  the  late 
unhappy  disturbances.  It  is  evident,  indeed,  that  if  the  ene- 
mies of  England  had  it  in  their  power  to  stir  up  any  part  of  her 
populace*  to  illegal  deeds,  this  is  one  point  to  which  they  would 
.naturally  direct  their  attention;  and  it  is  not  impossible  that 
some  future  investigation  may  shew  that  French  influence  and 
corruption  were  at  the  bottom  of  these  riots,  not  only  for  the 
purposes  of  general  injury,  but  with  a  reference  to  this  branch 
of  trade  in  particular. 

The  Malting  Business,  as  we  have  already  noticed  under 
the  general  head  of  the  county,  has  long  been  a  source  of  pro- 
•fit  to  the  town ;  indeed,  ever  since  the  introduction  of  that 
trade  into  the  kingdom,  at  the  period  of  the  Norman  conquest. 
The  goodness  of  the  barley,  in  the  vale  of  Belvoir,  has  been 
stated  as  one  cause  of  the  goodness  of  the  Nottingham  malt 
and  ale,  which  even  Stukely  the  antiquary  did  not  disdain  to 
mention,  saying,  "  it  was  highly  valued  for  softness  and  plea* 
sant  taste:"  much  also  may  have  been  owing  to  the  great  depth, 
and  consequent  coolness,  of  their  ale  cellars,  many  of  them 
having  36  steps  in  depth.  Some  of  the  other  manufactories, 
already  noted,  have  indeed  fallen  into  decay,  particularly  the 
Tawttmg  business ;  and  the  Iron  trade,  which,  with  the  exception 
of  a  fbondery  already  mentioned,  is  completely  removed  to 
districts  better  fitted  for  it. 

The  Population  of  Nottingham  has  been  increasing  gra* 
dually  ever  since  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  when  the 
number  of  men  stated,  amounted  to  192;  and  if  we  allow  each 
man  to  have  had  a  house,  and  the  whole  inhabitants  to  have 
averaged  at  6£  per  bouse,  the  population  must  have  been  about 
1056:  except  in  this  instance,  that,  after  the  Norman  conquest, 
9  the 
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to*  were  only  ld6>  wbksb,  at  toe  easts  propor- 
tion, would  give  a  population  of  about  748. 

It  bee  been  said  tsat  a  decrease  took  place  in  tire  reigh  of 
Henry  the  eighth;  but  that  ti  merely  an  inference  draws  froOa 
«a  act  of  Parliament  having  passed,  obliging  the  towns  of  Mot- 
tiagbstn,  and  some  others;  to  repair  their  ruisoss  bosses,  asd 
bad  pavements ;  and,  therefore,  cannot  be  takes  aa  an  abeoiute 
feet. 

The  earliest  authentic  account  we  bare  of  the  popshsion  is 
the  last  centary,  is  from  Dering,  pages  13  and  14,  where  it  sa> 
pears  that  the  booses  amounted  to  1806,  and  the  inbabitasea  to 
9700,  besides  300  in  workhouses,  gaois,  asd  no*pasU>  eqasi 
so  a  total  of  10,010 :  this  was  in  1739;  and  by  a  censsa  of  the 
births  and  burials  for  the  seven  preceding  years,  it  appears  that 
the  former  amounted  to  3694,  the  latter  to  2331,  ghring  ad  in- 
crease of  363,  independent  of  new  comers.* 

By  another  account  taken  in  1751,  the  number  of  iitnabi- 
tasts  is  estimated  at  10,061,  being  only  an  increase  of  51  in  too 
course  of  twelve  years, 

By  a  census  taken  in  1779,  the  parishes  were  stated  to  cos* 
tais  as  follows : 

•*  In  the  year  1744,  Dering  produces  several  instances  of  longevity,  prov- 
ing the  general  healthfulness  of  this  town  ;  two  of  his  instances  may  an  use. 

*  Goody  Ryley,  till  within  three  days  of  he*  death,  being  id  St.  Mary'a 
workhouse,  if  she  was  not  pleased  with  her  wage,  would  every  now  an* 
the*,  take*  ratable  on  foot  to  London,  wftere  she  bad  soma  of  aer  chikirtn 
settled  *  and  if  they  gave  bet  the  least  offence,  the  would  as  readily  Oat 
down  again  to  Nottingham  ;  she  was  above  100  years  of  age." 

After  this  extraordinary  instance  of  an  old  woman,  whom  it  was  difficult  to 
please,  the  doctor  adverts  to  a  lady  to  whom  he  seems  to  have  paid  more  per- 
sonal attention,  as  he  speaks  of  her  in  the  present  tense ;  this  was  "Goody 
Gedling,  without  Chapel  bar,"  who,  according  to  his  observations,  "self* 
ale,  walks  about,  btewa  heruel&  and  spins,  t>  e*trtm*ly  wtmtJe  fmgtmd,  asd 
sea  a  voice  very  shrill;  by  bar  coootnuaes  one  wont*  judge  her  not  te  be 
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and  at  that  period1,  the  burials,  from  1779  to  1779  inclusive, 
amounted  to  3903. 

The  return  of  1801  gate  4977  houses,  containing  6707  fami- 
lies; the  mates  were  13729;  the  females  15139;  making  a  ge- 
neral total  of  $8661 ;  of  whom  11698  were  employed  in  trade, 
manufactures,  and  handicraft,  and  262  in  agriculture.  The 
estimate  of  the  parishes  was,  St.  Mary's  33,654 ;  St.  Nicholas's 
3.415 ;  St  Peter's  3,733 ;  and  Extra-parochial  only  60,  being 
only  one  half  of  the  preceding  census. 

By  the  returns  of  1811,  the  mates  now  amount  to  15,537; 
the  females  to  18,836;  making  a  total  of  34363,  or  double  the 
population  of  1779*  a  period  of  only  33  years.  It  appears, 
however,  that  there  has  been  a  decrease  hotb  of  baptisms  and 
burials  in  Nottingham,  during  the  last  year,  though  not  to  any 
very  considerable  amount.* 

Though 

*  Those  who-chest  to  speculate-  on  the  chances  of  life  and  death  mmy  te- 
ojsitc  tome  information,  by  comparing  the  following  account  of  the  birth* 
.end  burials  io  this  town,  with  the  sen  total  of  population  t 

Male*.  Temmku  Total  of  Bap.    Total  of  Bur. 

St  Mary's  Baptized  ••••5f8  444  967 

Buried *80  899  579 

8t  Nicholas's  Baptised  -.48  48  98 

Buried 54  59  115 

St  Peter's  Baptised 36  90  86 

Buried 36  49  78 

1188  7TO 

Bare  then*  is  tmi  exttuopdmary  diiftoai^  ba^oo  th«  births  and  d«a<fat, 
tod  in  a  proportion  unknown  in  former  times  f  but  we  oonceiuc,  that  so  one 

will 
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Though  much  of  this  increase  most  hare  arisen  from  the  in- 
crease of  commerce  and  manufactures ;  yet  we  mast  allow  Home 
merit  to  the  healthy  situation,  and  to  the  genera)  salubrity  of 
the  air.  By  a  statement  kept  by  Dr.  Clarice,  of  Nottingham, 
for  1810*  it  appears  that  the  thermometer  was  at  its  greatest  al- 
titude on  the  second  of  September,  being  88°  with  an  easterly 
wind;  its  greatest  depression  on  the  30th  of  February,  being 
14°  with  the  wind  at  N.  £.  Its  greatest  variation  in  24  boars 
was  on  the  19th  and  20th  of  February,  from  16°  to  46°. 

The  annual  mean  of  the  barometer  was  29,83  inches ;  its 
greatest  height  being  on  the  31st  of  December  30,50,  the  wind 
at  N.  £.  and  its  lowest  state  on  the  19th  of  February  28.73* 
windatSLW. 

.  There  were  in  the  year  269  dry,  and  96  wet  days ;  the  great- 
est quantity  of  rain  falling  in  July,  equal  to  3,85  inches,  and 
the  smallest  quantity  in  September,  only  0,62  inches;  the 
total  quantity,  daring  the  year,  23,15  inches. 

There 

frill  be  at  a  loss  to  account  for  it,  after  reading  the  following  statement  from 
&  recent  periodical  work. 

In  1810  an  epidemic  small  pox  raged  at  Nottingham,  460  had  the  infec* 
tjsn  naturally,  of  whom  131  died ;  20  children  were  inoculated  with  the  va- 
riolous matter,  of  whom  1  died. 

During  the  eight  months  that  this  epidemic  was  in  all  Hi  virulence,  101  % 
were  vaccinated,  86  of  whom  had  been  exposed  to  the  variolous  infection 
some  days  previous  to  vaccination.  Of  these  86,  there  were  33  who  escaped 
the  small  pox  totally ;  on  46  of  the  number  the  small  pox  and  cow  pox  acted 
together  at  the  same  time ;  but,  in  all  these  cases*  the  small  pox  was  mild.  In 
seven,  only  the  cow  pox  failed  of  effect,  and  the  epidemic  proceeded  as  usual* 

The  conclusion  drawn  from  this,  was  that  9*6  were  probably  saved  from 
the  infection,  of  whom  26*  would  otherwise  naturally  have  died  in  the  short 
space  of  eight  month*  I 

By  a  report  of  vaccination  in  that  year,  it  appears  that  up  to  that  period 
£784  persons  had  been  vaccinated  at  Nottingham,  out  of  which  one  only 
took  the  small  pox,  and  died  ;  whilst  in  that  number  of  patients  in  the  natu- 
ral way  the  proportion  of  deaths  would  have  been  600;  and  with  inoculation 
27.     Vide  Monthly  Magasine. 
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There  were  143  windt  between  N.  and  N.  E» ;  79  between  E. 
and  &  £.;  157  between  &  and  &  W.  ;and  88  from  W.  to  N.  W. 
The  Stats  op  the  Poor  is  at  all  times  an  object  of  conse- 
quence, but  more  particularly  so  in  a  large  manufacturing  town 
like  Nottingham*  The  public  workhouses  and  charities  we 
have  already  noticed ;  but  it  might  perhaps  be  of  singular  use, 
if  a  house  of  General  Industry  were  established,  which  Eden, 
in  bis  work  on  the  Poor,  says  was  in  contemplation  some  years 
before  he  wrote,  but  failed  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  unit- 
ing men  of  different  party  principles,  even  in  a  work  of  be- 
ne voleuoe. 

,  At  the  period  when  Eden  wrote,  there  were  no  less  than  fifty- 
one  friendly  societies  ;*  and  he  also  takes  a  very  particular  no* 
tke  of  a  most  benevolent  and  rational  one,  called  the  Charitable 
Society,  the  principal  intention  of  which  is  to  extend  relief  to 
such  cases,  as  it  is  impossible  to  alleviate  under  the  general 
poor  laws.  In  pursuance  of  this  plan  the  funds  have  been  faith- 
fully employed,  as  far  as  their  genesal  amount  will  admit  of, 
and  principally  to  the  following  objects;  to  strangers  in  distress, 
and  to  persons  labouring  under  disease  or  other  casual  misfor- 
tune. This  has  been  done,  either  by  loans,  by  donations,  or 
both,  as  circumstances  required.  The  society  has  also  paid,  in 
some  instances,  small  annual  subscriptions  to  Sunday  schools  ; 
and  they  have  even  paid  for  the  education  of  individuals  in  poor 
and  deserving  families.  The  Quakers  were  the  original  patrons 
of  this  benevolent  plan,  in  which  they  were  soon  joined  by 
others;  but  it  was  left  principally  under  their  management. 

In  1803  (than  which  we  have  not  been  able  to  procure  a  more 
recent  account)  the  parish  rates  of  St.  Mary's  amounted  to 
m$L;  St.  Nicholas'  to  2*55/.;  and  St.  Peter's  to  1467/. ;  at 
which  time,  houses  were  rated  from  11#.  8d.  to  13#. ;  and  land' 
from  17*.  104.  to  19«.  64.  in  the  pound. 

These  rates,  however,  must  be  enormously  augmented,  when 
we  consider  that  the  number  of  poor  relieved  in  the  first  week 
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of  January  \m>  was  688%  ia  9969  families,  an*  oft  toSOth 
of  the  same  jftontb,  4948  &orilies>  amounting  to  15856;  ft* 
thai  ia  one  month*  the  nuaeher  of  pauper*  vmi  doubted,  mud 
actually  amounted  to-  nearly  one  half  of  the  population* 

If  any  timug  emld  cenviace  the  labouring  poor,  of  the  ten  pro* 
priety  of  popular  commotion*  wetbinfe  this  would  be  suflkieoe; 
for  though  the  nmnufretures  of  Nottingham  wMt  undoubtedly 
fcavesufiered  from  the  present  restricted  Plate  of  commerce,  yet 
that  effect  had  been  fully  poeduced,  before  the  first  wee*  m 
January.  To  what  then,  it  may  beaskeoV  are  we  to  attribute 
this  extraordinary  increase?  To  the  riots!  most  certainly ;  aft 
they  have  obliged  the  employe**  to*stop  their  works**  lest  their 
property  should  bo  destroyed.  This  needs  no  comment, 
.  In  referring  more  particularly  to>  the  Passisrr  State,  of  Nov 
tingham,  we  shall  have  aft  opportunity  of  noticing  some  points 
that  did  not  regularly  come  under  any  of  the  preceding  heode  j 
and  here  we  may  first  consider  it*  progrv$$ive  improvement*  Le* 
land,  speaking*  of  it  generally,  tells-  tar  that  "  it  is  bed*  a  large 
towne,  and  welle  builded  for  tymhre  and.  plaister,  and  stamieeti 
stately  on  a  cly  ning  hille."  Of  these  buildings  ef  "  tymbre/*  (bw, 
if  any ,  are  now  remaining ;  but  it  b  evident^  that  alt  the  advan- 
tages arising  from  its  situation,  were  not  then  attended  to ;  fer, 
e? en  so  late  as  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  we  are 
told  that  the  stranger,  especially  in  the  winter*  foo*d>  the 
Trent  lanes  very  dirty,,  and  after  he  had  passed  the  Leea 
bridge,  the  very  foot  of  the  town,  called  the  Bridge  find*  deep 
and  miry.  At  his  first  entrance,  continues  Bering*  into  the* 
narrow  passage  which  used  to  lead  between  two  high  preci- 
pices* to  the  upper  part  of  the  town,  he  was,  from  a  pastel  off 
little  rock  houses*  if  the  wind  was  Northerly,  saluted  with  « 
volley  of  suffocating  smoke,  caused  by  the  burning  of  gorse  ane? 
tanners'  knobs.  Every  body,  be  adds,  knows  the  fragraney* 
and  cleanliness  of  tanners,  fell  mongers,  and  curriers,  many  of 
which  were  then  dispersed  all  over  the  town;  the  greatest  tho- 
roughfare 
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reqgh&re  in  the  low*,  Bridtesmith  Gate,  was  then  Kited  on 
both  sides  with  the  roughest  kind  of  blacksmiths ;  the  market 
piece,  though  spacious,  yet  wis  paved  but  on  one  side,  and  on 
thtotber,  called  the  Sands,  it  was  very  miry.  That  place  near 
St.  Peter's  church*  where  the  Monday  market  was  afterwards 
projected*  was  not  pared;  and  part  of  it  was  so  boggy,  that 
there  was  a  bridge  of  planks  laid  across  it  with  a  single  rail, 
ever  which  it  was  extremely  dangeroas  to  pass  in  the*  night 
time.  .The  whole  of  that  quarter  was  dirty  in  the  extreme,  and 
there  was  one  condoned  swamp  from  Listergate  to  the  Lene. 

At  that  time,  indeed,  the  houses  were  mot  only  of  wood  arid 
plaister,  bnt  the  roofs  were  thatched  with  straw  or  reeds;  and 
we  are  told  the  first  tiled  house  in  Nottingham  was  one  in  the 
Lang  Row,  which  bad  formerly  been  the  Unicorn  Inn,  the  last 
ia  the  row,  and  which  had  its  new  roof  pet  on  in  1503.  The 
oldest  brick  house  was  tht  Green  Dragon,  a  public  house  in  the 
Long  Bow,  of  the  date  of  4615.  Some  slight  improvements  took 
place  daring  the  civil  wars;  but  it  was  not  until  after  the  Re- 
storation, that  the  increase  of  manufactures  produced  a  consider* 
able  melioration  in  the  style  of  building.  Of  these  earlier 
specimens  of  the  elegance  of  those  days  there  are  still  some 
remains., 

TknrUmd  Hall  is  a  good  specimen  of  that  style;  at  present 
it  seems  to  contain  only  two  thirds  of  the  original  plan,  con* 
tinting  only  of  a  centre  and  one  wing.  The  centre  has  a  double 
row  of  ornamental  pilasters;  the  door  of  entrance  is  about  eight 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  street,  with  steps  to  ascend ;  the 
window  frames  are  of*  heavy  stone  work ;  and  there  are  semi- 
circular atgaag-  pointed  fronts  to  the  roof.  Within,  side,  the 
thickness  of  the  walls  reminds  the  stranger  of  ancient  dungeons; 
and  the  apartments,  though  spacious,  are  extremely  gloomy. 
The  great  room  is  generally  used,  upon  public  occasions,  as  a 
-  dining  apartment  far  the  meetings  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of 
the  county. 

PhmtTe9*  Hou$e  is  of  a  more  modern  date,  and  has  been 
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swob,  And  generally,  admired  ft*  to  eery  light  and  dipt 
front,  built  in  the  Italian  style  of  architecture;  U  stands  oo  8c 
ftbry's  bill*  and  U  a  goeat  ornament  to  the*  pert  of  the  torn* 
Here,  we  cannpt  avoid  doing  Nottingham  the  justice  of  record* 
tog  the  sentiment*  of  an  inteltig ent  foreigner  respecting  it.* 

*  This  of  all  the  toems  I  have  yet  seen,  except  Londoa^ 
seeaied  to  me  lo  be  one  of  the  host;  and  U  undoubtedly  the 
cleanest,  Every  thing  here  wore  a  modern  appearance;  and  a 
large  place,  in  the  centre*  scarcely  yielded  to  a  Lendott  square 
in  point  of  beauty.  Nottingham  lies  high,  and  makea  a  beeo* 
tifid  appearance  at  a  distance*  with  ite  neat  high  hooter  red 
roofs,  and  its  lofty  steeples." 

We  notice  the  stele  of  Gardcmtg  in  Nottingham  and  its 
neighbourhood,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  recording  one  or 
two  curious  facts.  It  appears  that  soon  after  the  Conquest,  as 
already  mentioned,  the  king  gare  to  William  PevtreJl  ten 
acres  to  make  an  apple  orchard  (tdfackndwn  Powmrium,)  and 
which  i|  supposed,  from  the  difference  in  measure,  to  have  con* 
stituted  great  part  of  the  present  park.  We  have  no  records* 
however,  of  its  haviug  been  planted  with  fruit  trees. 

In  later  times.  We  are  told  by  During,  that  the  gardeners  of 
Nottingham  were  not  very  skilful,  until  after  the  arrival  of  Mar* 
shall  TaUard,  and  the  other  French  officers  taken  at  Blenheim, 
wh*«  resided  in  Mrs.  Newdigate's house  in  the  Castle  gate,  and 
made  very  fine  gardens  there." 

The  iSsfpfy  </  water,  a  thing  so  necessary  in  a  populous 
place,  has  of  late  been  much  complained  o£  Throaty 
observes,  generally,  that  the  wells,  ttke  the  cellar*,  are 
often  of  the  depth  of  86  yards,  and  the  whole  descent 
through  a  body  of  rock  :  but  a  great  part  of  the  #ater 
which  fa  used  hi  Nottingham,  is  supplied  by  water  works,  which 
have  become  profitable  to  the  proprietors.  The  editor  of  a  r*w 
cent  local  guide,  however,  complain*  that  the  place 
boast  of  good,  pure,  and  wholesome  water;  and.  he 

"that 

•travels  in  England,  mostly  on  4*ot,  by  MtitM,  a  Prassian  clergyman,  and 
*  professor  of  one  of  toe  German  universities,  1784. 
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*  that  ti*  water  with  which  lb*  works  on  the  liter  Lineup* 
ply  not  more  than  o*e  third  of  the  town,  if  fhr  from  being  pore; 
bet  even  (ke  advantage  of  this  the  most  populous  parts  cum* 
obtain ;  and  to  thtt  cause,  together  with  the  eenfined  s*etw  of  the 
buildings,  much  of  the  eaocsaive  filth,  misery,  and  disease,  ef 
the  lower  orders  ef  the  people,  are  to  be  attributed."  We 
hope,  however*  that  this  picture  b  rather  too  deeply  ooleoied  t 
kit,  at  the  tame  timet  a  matter  of  serious  regret,  that  the  dis- 
agreement ef  parties,  as  has-been  said,  should  bare  so  for  pa- 
ralysed peblie  spirit,  as  to  hate  prevented  some  judicious,  and 
probably  efficacious,  improvements  lately  proposed. 

The  Slappfr  qf  coal,  ah  article  ef  such  importance*  may  be 
apposed  to  be  on  *  cheap  and  convenient  scale,  as  Notting^ 
ham  is  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  tery  extensive  coalpits; 
ytt  it  has  been  a  matter  of  complaint,  that  the  increased  facilu 
ties  of  water  carriage  hate  actually  raised  the  price  upwards  of 
M  per  cent*  This  has  been  attributed  to  a  «  combination 
against  the  poor" ;  but  it  is  more  likely  to  hate  arisen  from  the 
extension  of  the  country  to  be  supplied,  in  consequence  of  the 
new  canal  cuts  hating  been  greater  than  the  usual  supply  at 
the  pits  was  equal  to. 

In  adverting  to  the  Stat*  of  Socuty,  it  is  unpleasant  to  be 
obliged  to  remark,  that  a  town  possessing  so  many  facilities,  for 
promoting  the  comfort  end  happiness  of  its  population,  should  yet 
be  n  so  split  in  parties,  that  no  measure  affecting  the  inhabi- 
tsnts  is  allowed  to  be  carried  into  execution,  without  under- 
going a  tery  rigorous  investigation."  Such  was  the  observa- 
tion of  Sir  F.  M.  Eden,  in  bis  State  of  the  Poor;  and  we  lament 
it,  because,  instead  of  leading  to  truth,  as  it  might  be  peered 
to  do  theoretically,  its  practical  consequences  are  generally  s? 
mixed  with  the  personal  feelings  of  party  spirit,  that  the  best 
measures  ere  negatived  merely  because  that  the  fuetfion  m 
thereby  carried  for  or  against  the  opposing  interest*. 

The  prevalence  of  a  decided  party  spirit  in  Nottingham 
cannot  be  more  fully  proved  than  by  a  recent  fact  of  a  news* 

K9  room 


148  WOTTTITOHAIfSHTRl. 


i  toing  established,  whose  list  of  newspaper*  were  pub- 
lished, sod  wereatf,  if  not  the  decided  organs  at  least  the  de- 
cided partnem,  of  ome  side.  We  wfll  not  make  may  obser- 
vattODsvou  the  liberality  of  this  arrangement ;  H  is  sufficient  te> 
amy,  that  another  newarooem  hat  been  proposed,  on  a  tree  liberal 
plan,  without  reference  to  party  politic*,  or  local  prejudice** 
Thai  is  asit  should  J>e,  and  will  undoubtedly  accord  more- with 
the  general  spirit  of  the  town ;  for  that  the  general  spaVft  is  a 
liberal  one,  however,  it  may  have  been  warpqd  •  by  noisy  or 
designing  partisans,  it  e? ident  from  the  unity  and  active  be- 
nevolence so  particularly  displayed  in  several  of  the  charita- 
ble establishments  already  noticed.  But  in  Nottingham  it  must 
ever  be  the  case,  as  in  other  places,  that  those  who  are  really 
liberal  and  candid  are  silent  and  quiet,  too  often  indeed  ait- 
pine,  whilst  .those  who  make  liberality  of  sentiment  their  stalk- 
ing horae  are  at  least  clamorous,  if  not  intolerant 
,  Whilst  doing  justice  to  the  inhabitants  at  the  present  day,  we* 
must  not,  however,  forget  An  ancient  distich: 

"  Non  aid  eonfiogaa,  aossam  tadare  Nottnghaat, 
Gent  fatet  atqne  focus,  sordidns  ille  locus." 

And  which  has  been,  though  not  very  elegantly,  translated  : 

"  I  cannot  without  lye  and  sham*, 
Commend  the  town  of  Nottingham), 
The  People  and  the  fuel  st- 


The  place  as  sordid  as  a  Sink  !" 

This  opprobrium,  if  it  ever  had  truth  on  its  side,  is  now  com- 
pletely done  away ;  let  us  then  turn  to  more  agreeable  subjects. 
That  the  state  of  genteel  society  here  has  long  been  on  a 
fashionable  scale  is  evident  from  the  statement  of  Dfcring,  that, 
hi  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  there  were  400  saddle  horses, 
above  130  coach,  chaise,  and  team  horses,  11  gentlemen's 
coaches  and  chariots,  a  Considerable  number  of  chaises  and 

chairs. 


tihairs,  liesides  fi*e  hactoej  glass  coaches,  out  charibV  and 
sererftl  chaises  and  chtrirt  oil  the  same  principle.*  • 
'  The  Assemblies  of  Nottingham  are,  asm  att  other  places,  the 
resort1  of  the  yonng  and  gay,  who  go  to  see,  and  he  seen;  and 
also  of  those,  who,  having  played  their  mssrhtoottiei  cards  well 
in  early  life,  are  now  content  to  sit  down  to  a  game  of  sober 
whist  or  qoadritle.  There  was  a  distinction  in  farmer  times, 
that  certainly  trenched  much  upon  the  harmony  of  society,  in 
sNcritfg  two  separate  assemblies,  for  the  two  separate  classes  of 

K*  poMte 

•  If  we  go  farther  bock,  however,  to  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  eentwy 
only,  we  most  form  a  carious  idem  of  the  state  of  manners,  from  the  dress  of 
an  aUtrsMtt's  sister,  who,  dying  in  I5f4,left  in  his  will,  the  following 

"  Item.  I  give  to  my  sister,  Margaret  Banks,  every  year,  a  garment 
ef  the  price  of  3*  4d.  daring  her  life,  as  need  requires,  and  a  pair  of 
shoes,  a  smoke,  and  a  kerchief  of  ad.  price,  and  every  quarter  of  a  year,  te* 
and  a  rmunein  say  bade  bouse,  like  as  other  my  beds  folfccs  have"— so  that  if 
Mrs.  Margaret  Banks  had  no  mote  clothes  than  those  left  by  the  worthy 
alderman,  she  must  haie  been marly  asjthinly  clad  as  some  of  our  fashion- 
stle  belles  of  the  present  day. 

In  examining  the  various  circumstances  peculiar  to  this  place,  in  ancient 
days,  wennd  a  proverb  recorded  bjf  uHer  : 

"  The  little  smith  of  Nottingham, 
Who  doth  the  work  that  no  man  can." 

He  thinks  -at  means  Nobody,  •*  •  person  who  never  was ;  and  adds,  that  the 
proverb,  by  way  of  sarcasm,  is  applied  to  such,  who,  being  conceited  of  their 
skill,  pretend  to  the  atcbieving  of  impossibilities.  Bat  Dering  is  of  opinion, 
that  it  arose  merely  from  the  circumstance  of  Nottingham  having,  in  former 
Ames,  been  famous  for  the  production  of  the  most  curious  articles  in  the  iron 
Manufacture  t  whilst  Ray  takes  it  literally,  and  supposes  that  there  really 
was  a  «  little  smith,"  who  was  so  very  clever,  that,  by  a  kind  of  allowable 
exaggeration,  be  might  be  said  to  •'  do  the  work  that  no  man  eoeid."  This  is 
all  doubtless  very  ingenious ;  but  if  we  might  haaard  a. conjecture,  it  is  not 
impossible  that  the  lines  may  rather  be  an  Enigma  than  a  Proaerb;  and  that  the 
"  fiitic  smith"  ims  a  lady,  aa  even  at  the  present  day,  in  the  neighbouring 
counties,  many,  though  not  absolutely  of  the  fair  aez,  are  employed  St  the 
€ydopiaa  forge.  If  then,  this  lady  was  clever  as  a  workman,  the  whole  might 
he  %  hamouroas  allusion  to  her  sk*U  and  to  her  sez . 


semblies,"  were  held  in  ft  toftj  e*»  spacious  apartment  o*  **• 
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enseably  roe*  eft  the  Low  Pavement  still  retnei*;b«tUiaotk«e 
wc  believe  is  discontinued,  as  there  know  a  more  general  aad 


liberal  BHXti*e  of  society. 

TbeTMATREt»*plim%«U««gmMlry  Gate,  withes*  say 
external  decorations,  but  very  judiciously  fitted  op  end  errsaged 
within.  A  recent  writer,  however,  has  observed,  that  it  is,  per- 
haps, to  the  credit  of  the  inhabitants  that  more  attention  has  beta 
paid  to  useful  and  charitable  institutions,  than  to  those  of  mere 
entertainment 

The  Riding  School  also  of  the  yeomanry  cavalry,  at  the 
top  of  Castle  Gate,  has  often  been  the  scene  of  the  usoel  eques- 
trian and  other  itinerant  exhibition*. 

The  Antra  al  Races  for  the  king's  plate  take  place  here  hi 
July.  Formerly  the  course  was  four  miles,  but  now  only  two 
miles,  round :  it  is  on  the  north  side  of  the  town,  to  the  left  of  the 
Mansfield  road ;  and  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  best  in  England,  so 
far  at  least,  as  that  it  is  never  oat  of  order  in,  an  jt  kind  of  weather, 
being  on  a  sandy  soil,  and  having  a  sufficient  descent  The 
Race  Stand,  is  an  elegant  building  of  two  stories  in  height; 
built  by  Mr.  John  Carr,  of  York*  as  architect,  and  the  first 
stone  laid  by  Mr.  Stretton.  The  lower  story  projects  some  dis- 
tance beyond  the  upper,  with  a  balustrade  on  top,  and  a  ter- 
race  to  which  opens  the  upper  room  of  seven  windows  in  front 
Hie  whole  of  the  upper  part  is  appropriated  for  the  company 
during  the  heats,  and  the  lower  apartments  are  very  judiciously 
fitted  up  for  refreshments. 

The  Public  Walks,  in  and  about  Nottingham,  are  very  nume- 
rous, though  there  is  none  that  can  be  considered  as  the  public 
Mall.  The  Castle  terrace,  and  the  park,  have  been  already  de- 
scribed, and  the  meadows  which  extend  along  the  banks  of  the 
Trent  are  in  many  spots  peculiarly  pleasant,  from  the  very 
charming  prospects  which  they  cwnmsnd.    These,  with  the 

others 
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i  catted  the  "Burgesses  Grounds,"  are  m*efc  frequented? 
and  lo  these  we  must  add  tbe  walks  to  WiUbrd  and  Clifton,  and 
to  Ceiwick,  where  there  is*  spring,  formerly  hi  great  repute. 
The  wawle  of  the  scenery  is  pleasing*  and  much  enlivened  by 
the  Tory  frequent  passage  of  commercial  craft,  on  the  Trent  and 
Abe*  other  canal  cuts. 

Another  favourite  walk  is  to  St.  Ann's  Well,  about  two  miles 
distant,  at  the  feet  of  a  hill,  not  many  years  ago  covered  with 
trees,  and  called  "  Nottingham  Coppices."  This  is,  however, 
'  entirely  cleared,  inclosed,  and  cultivated;  though  the  old 
\  still  remains.  This  hill,  or  part  of  it  at  least,  belongs  to 
the  burgesses.  The  well  itself  is  covered  by  an  arched  stone 
roof,  but  of  rude  workmanship;  and  has  formerly  been  often 
used  as  a  cold  bath ;  Throsby  says,  "  it  will  kill  a  toad/'  Even 
mow  rheuqaatic  patients  derive  some  benefit  from  its  application. 
The  house  of  entertainment  is  near  the  well ;  and  they  are  stilt 
surrounded  by  a  few  trees,  which  add  much  to  tbe  beauty  of 
tbe  place  in  a  summer  evening.  The  story  of  this  place  having 
been  a  sequestered  haunt  of  Robin  Hood  is  most  probably  a 
fable;  though  certainly  he  may  have  been  there;  but  as  for 
tbe  cap,  and  part  of  his  chair,  or  at  least  those  things  shewn 
for  them,  it  would  be  absurd  to  place  any  dependence  upon 
their  maktiUictiy,  as  relics,  after  so  long  a  period  as  700  years. 
Urostt,  who  made  a  tour  in  1700,  says,  "  Strangers  are  placed 
in  the  chair,  a  cap  put  on  their  heads,  &c.  when  they  receive 
the  freedom  /'—in  short  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  secbnd  edition 
of  the  Hams  at  Highgate.  Dering,  indeed,  very  properly  con* 
aiders  tbe  whole  as  the  artifice  of  some  former  publican,  and 
which  was  so  profitable  as  to  be  retained,  bringing  great  num- 
bers, as  at  the  present  day,  to  spend  their  money  in  holiday 
times:  he  adds,  "for  at  those  times,  great  numbers  of  young 
men  bring  their  sweethearts  to  this  well,  and  give  them  a  treat ; 
and  the  girls  think  themselves  ill  used,  if  they  have  not  been 
saluted  by  their  lovers  in  Robin  Hood's  chair ;"  so  that  it  ap- 
pears to  be  a  cure,  or  at  least  a  palliative,  for  love,  as  well  as  fot 
i  eyes  and  rheumatism.    The  house  is  built  on  the  scite  of 

K4  an 
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an  ancient  chapel,  and  part  of  the  east  wall  i*  incmpocafd 
in  the  building;  so  that  we  may  suppose  Robin  Hood's  relics 
to  be  no  older  than  the  Reformation,  when  the  miraculous  le- 
gends  of  Monkery  ceased  to  have  their  attraction,  and  the  well 
would  most  probably  have  been  deserted  without  the  assistance 
of  Robin,  and  some  stout  Nottingham  ale.  .  Those  who  wish  to 
know  further  particulars  may  consult  Dering,  page  73. 

About  a  furlong  from  the  well,  toes  the  Shepherd's  race,  t 
maze  or  labyrinth  cut  in  the  turf,  on  the  summit  of  a  gentl* 
hill.  It  was  on  what  was  once  a  common  belonging  to  Sneinfton 
parish,  given  to  them  by  the  family  of  Pierrepoint;  but  (the  recent 
inclosures  have  completely  destroyed  every  vestige  of  it.  It 
was  17  or  18  yards  square;  at  the  angles  were  four  projections, 
facing  the  four  cardinal  points ;  and  to  follow  it  through  all  its 
windings  would  have  been  a  pretty  smart  run*  filukely  Ihinkx 
it  to  have  been  Roman ;  others  suppose  it  to  have  been  i 
by  the  priests  of  St  Anne's  chapel,  for  the  sake  of  es 
hut  as  the  slightest  vestiges  of  it  are  no  longer  in  existence* lit 
is  unnecessary  to  examine  its  history  at  greater  lengttw 

The  Caves  op  Sneihton,  (illustrated  by  a  plate,)  .though  ife 
a  parish  distinct  from  Nottingham,  may  yet  be  properly  i 
in  this  place,  from  their  very  close  vicinity  to  the  town, 
roton,  indeed,  says,  that  Sneinton  Lordship  (Snotingtonor  1 
ington,  as  it  is  called  in  the  JthgNa  Britannia,  and 
serves  as  an  additional  proof  of  the  probability  of .  a  conj« 
formerly  started  respecting  its  name,)  is  a  member  of  St.  Maryte; 
Nottingham,  and  may  new  be  almost  considered  as  locally 
united  to  it.  It  is  a  distinct  parish,  or  chapel ry,  in  the  deanery 
of  Nottingham ;  and  the  present  ancient  chape)  dedicated  4* 
St.  Stephen  stands  upon  the  summit  of  the  excavated  roek, 
surrounded  by  a  burying  ground:  and  the  chapel  is  small  and 
low,  partly  in  the  Gothic  style,  but  having  nothing  to  recom- 
mend it  particularly  to  notice,  except  the  very  extensive  plea* 
pcct  over  the  vale  of  Belvoir,  and  even  as  far  as  the  "  Leices* 
tershire  forest  rock/1  at  a  distance  of  twenty,  miles,    From  this 

paint 
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point  of  view  also  the  spectator  lodes  down  upon  Colwick 
Hall,  the  seat  of  the  Musters  family,  on  the  banks  of  the  wind- 
ing Trent* 

It  was  originally  crown  land ;  bat  king  John  granted  it  to 
William  de  Briwere ;  from  whom  it  went,  in  the  reign  of  Edward 
the  first,  to  Tibetot,  and  was  held  of  him  at  the  same  tim*  by 
Robert  Pierpoint,  by  the  service  of  a  pair  of  gloves,  or  one 
penny,  though  fairly  valued  at  36/.  3*.  It  has  continued  ever 
since  in  that  family,  who,  as  we  have  observed,  gave'the  common 
jiear  to  St.  Anne's  well  to  the  parish. 

The  Village  itself  is  rural,  at  present  in  some  measure  romantic; 
has  a  number  of  pleasant  villas  and  cottages,  and  has  long  been 
famous  for  a  race  of  dairy  people,  who  make  a  very  pleasant 
kind  of  soft  summer  cheese. 

Great  part  of  the  village,  indeed,  consists  of  the  habitations 
within  the  rock,  many  of  which  have  staircases  that  lead  np  to 
gardens  on  the  top,  and  some  of  them  hanging  on  shelves  on  its 
sides.    To  a  stranger  it  is  extremely  curious  to  see  the  perpen- 
dicular face  of  the  rock  with  doors  and  windows  in  tires,  and 
the  inhabitants  peeping  out  from  their  dens,  like  the  inmates 
of  another  world  ;  in  (act,  if  it  was  not  at  home,  and  therefore 
Of  no  value,  it  would,  without  doubt,  have  been  novelised  and 
jnelodramatized,  until  all  the  fashionable  world  had  been  mad 
for  getting  under  ground.    The  coffeehouse,  and  ale  houses,  cut 
.  out  of  ibe  rock,  are  the  common  resort  of  the  holiday  folks;  in- 
deed the  coffeehouse  is  not  only  extremely  pleasant  from  its 
garden  plats,  and  arbours  in  front,  but  also  extremely  curious 
from  its  great  extent  into  the  body  of  the  rock,  where  visitors 
may  almost  choose  their  degree  of  temperature  on  the  hottest 
day  in  summer* 

Without  going  into  all  the  minutiae  of  Corporation  squabble^ 
which  are  seldom  interesting  beyond  the  locality  of  the  borough 
itself,  it  is  enough  to  notice  of  the  Municipal  History  of  Not- 
tingham, that  it  was  anciently  governed  by  two  bailiffs,  coro- 
SMis>  and  a  common  council ;  who  were  empowered  by  Edward 

the 
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lb*  first  to  choose  a  mayor.  Henry  the  sixth  made  it  a  comity 
of  itself;  and  it  has  now  seven  wards*  with  each  an  alderman, 
oat  of  whom  the  mayor  is  always  chosen.  These  waids  are* 
Chapel  ward,  on  the  western  side  of  *e  town;  Cattle  ward,  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  castle;  Market  ward,  including  the  market 
place,  and  the  Long  Row  and  lanes  to  the  north  of  it ;  Ncrtk 
ward,  which  embraces  the  north  east  division  of  the  town  i 
Bridge  ward,  between  St  Mary's  and  the  Lene,  and  the  lanes 
and  streets  to  the  eastward ;  Middle  ward,  which  is  very  small* 
to  the  east  of  Market  ward,  and  between  Gridle  Smith  Gate* 
and  Fletchergate ;  and  Monthall  ward,  to  the  south  east  of  the 
latter,  and  containing  the  Low,  and  part  of  the  High  Pave* 
ments.  Each  alderman,  though  possessing  a  peculiar  jurisdic- 
tion over,  is  not  obliged  to  reside  in,  his  ward ;  for,  indeed,  his 
jurisdiction  may  properly  be  said,  as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  to 
extend  to  the  whole  town. 

At  present,  the  corporation  consists  of  a  mayor,  six  alder- 
men,  a  recorder,  two  sheriffs,  two  coroners,  two  chamberlain*, 
and  a  common  council  composed  of  twenty-four  burgesses* 
eighteen  of  whom  are  chosen  by  the  burgesses  at  large,  bat 
must  have  served  the  office  of  sheriff,  and  are  the  senior  coun- 
cil, whilst  the  remaining  six  are  chosen  the  same  w*y  from  the 
body  at  large,  and  from  the  junior  council.  These,  however, 
have  equal  rights,  and  equal  votes,  except  that  the  magistracy 
is  filled  up  from  the  senior  body.  It  appeara,  that  the  burgesses 
of  Nottingham  have  some  privileges,  advantageous  to  the  lower 
ranks,  particularly  the  "  Burgesses  Grounds,"  as  they  are 
called,  which  may  be  worth  about  8/.  per  annum,  to  about  300 
of  their  number,  to  themselves  during  life,  and  to  their  widows. 
Where  parties  run  high,  it  is  not  surprising  that  charges  of 
undue  partiality,  in  the  distribution  of  these  douceurs,  should  be 
sometimes  brought  forward ;  nor  were  we  surprised  to  hear,  that 
some  attempts  which  were  made  to  enclose  these  lands,  giving 
the  various  claimants  an  equivalent,  have  hitherto  been  always 
negatived,  notwithstanding  the  probability,  that  such  an  ar» 
9  raogement 
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',  weald  nuke  die  tads  more  valuable,  tod  more  use- 
ful to  the  town  at  large*  No  doubt  that  some  of  Ike  partisans, 
co  both  sides,  may  hate  considered  these  grounds  as  very  good 
gr+mnit  on  which  to  (bond  their  plans  of  borough  influence.* 

In  Pam.iam*ntaby  Rratrrsj  the  mayor  and  corporation,  free* 
holders  of  40tr.  per  annum,  eldest  sons  of  freemen  by  births 
younger  sons  of  freemen  if  they  have  served  a  seven  yean* 
apprenticeship  any  where*  and  freemen's  apprentices,  have 
each  a  vote.  The  ancient  right  ww  in  those  paying  scot  and 
lot;  bot  OMfiekl,  in  his  History  of  the  Boroughs,  complains 
that  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Commons,  m  1701,  which 
settled  the  present  arrangement,  has  rendered  the  right  of  vou 
img  so  eomplicated  and  open  to  fraud,  that  ewery  freeman 
naey  qualify  as  many  as  he  pleases,  by  surreptitious  indentures 
of  apprenticeship.  He  adds,  however>  that  Nottingham  is  un- 
der no  immediate  influence,  owing  to  the  great  number  of  elec- 
tors, (about  1700 ;)  yet  complains,  that  the  leading  men  of 
each  party  have  formed  a  coalition  to  return  one  member  each. 
This,  he  asserts, neutralizes  the  two  votes;  and  he  recommends 
that  aires  should  be  allowed  to  prevent  it;  but,  however  fine 
this  may  look  in  theory,  it  is  extremely  probable,  that  those 
Who  have  been  witnesses  to  popular  contests-  in  large  towns  are 
very  glad  to  secure  peace  and  qniet,  by  any  arrangement 
which  will  put  a  stop  to  scenes,  where  every  thing  is  considered 
bat  liberty  md  property,  both  of  those  being  very  apt  to  suf» 
fer  dating  the  concussions  of  Whigs  and  Tories.  The  necessity 
of  something  of  this  kind  at  Nottingham,  or  some  other  powerful 
palliative*  seems  acknowledged  by  a  late  act  of  Parliament,  in 
consoquanca  of  tumultuous  proceedings  in  1802,  which  gives 
a  concurrent  jurisdiction  in  this  borough  to  the  magistrates  of 
the  county  it  large. 

The  number  of  votes  has  been  estimated  at  1700;  but  it  is 

now 

*  At  an  election  of  Common  Cotmcilmcn,  m  1797,  tbe  corporation  mod  can* 

diriarfi  bad  tbe  food  seiiae  to  agree,  that  a  final  atop  should  be  pet  to  tbe  old 

•buse  of  giving  aaoucj.  etc.  as  practiced  on  former  occasions.    This  maj  bo 

cited  as  a/air  instance  of  practical  reform. 
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bow  probably  much  ltrger.  The  votes  at  the  late  election  i» 
1807,  ran  for  John  Smith,  Esq.  1047  ;  for  D.  P.  Coke,  Esq.  787; 
and  for  Dr.  Compton,  575. 

With  respect  to  Biography,  particularly  of  literary  cbs* 
jracters,  Nottingham  has  not  many  instances  to  produce.  The 
first  we  find  on  record  is 

John  Plough,*  son  of  Christopher,  and  nephew  to  John  P. 
rector  of  St.  Peter's,  who  spent  several  years  in  acquiring  acade- 
mical learning  at  Oxford ;  and,  in  the  latter  end  of  1543,  suppli- 
cated for  the  degree  of  B.  C.  L.  but  does  not  appear  by  the  Uni- 
versity book  to  have  obtained  it.  Yet,  at  that  period,  he  was 
rector  of  St.  Peter's,  in  room  of  his  uncle,  who  bad  purchased 
the  advowson  for  one  torn  from  Thomas  Hobson,  the  prior  of 
Lenton  monastery,  in  order  to  confer  it  on  him.  Wood  says, 
that  after  this  John  became  a  zealous  minister  of  God'a  word, 
in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  sixth ;  but  being  obliged  to  fly 
beyond  sea,  on  the  accession  of  queen  Mary,  he  went  to  reside 
at  Basil,  and  there  wrote  the  following  books;  Apology  for 
the  Protestants,  written  in  answer  to  a  book  against  the  English 
Protestants,  that  was  penned  and  published  by  one  Miles  Ho- 
geard,  of  London,  hosier ;  a  Treatise  against  the  Mitred  Man  in 
the  Popish  Kingdom ;  and,  the  Sound  of  the  doleful  Trumpet.  * 

William  Briohtman,!  was  bred  a  fellow  of  Queen's  College, 
Cambridge,  and  afterwards  beneficed  at  Hawnes,  in  Bedford- 
shire. He  made  many  prophecies,  and  Fuller  alludes  to  them 
in  very  quaint  terms*  "  Sure  I  am  that  Time,  and  Mr.  B.  will 
expound  the  hardest  places  in  the  Revelation;  but  what  credit 
is  to  be  given  to  the  latter  alone  I  will  not  engage.  Such, 
who  dislike  Mr.  B's  writing,  could  not  but  commend  his  evan- 
gelical living,  who  had  so  much  of  heaven  in  his  heart  Walk* 
ing  through  the  vineyard  of  this  world,  he  plucked  and  eat  a 
few  grapes,  but  put  up  none  in  his  vessel,  using  wealth  as  if  be 
used  it  not.  His  clay  cottage  did  crack,  and  fell  down  in  the 
same  minute,  so  sudden  was  his  death ;  but  he  who  died  dairy, 

could 
•  Wood's  Atbeiu*  Vol  I.  p.  116.  t  Fuller's  Worthies. 
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eouM  on  no  day  be  teid  to  die  suddenly*  being  always  pre* 
pared  for  bit  dissolution." 

GilbsktWauneio,  in  more  modem  days,  was  a  native  of 
this  town*  being  born  in  the  Parsonage  House  of  St.  Nicholas,  of 
which  parish  his  father  was  rector,  on  the  23d  of  Feby.  I7£6w 
His  father  was  of  a  Derbyshire  family,  but  immediately  from 
Staffordshire.  His  mother's  ancestors  were  of  Nottingham,  her 
grandfather  having  been  twice  mayor:  by  an  allusion  made  by 
Wakefield,  in  the  memoirs  of  his  own  life,  they  were  originally 
fishermen*  It  has  been  said  in  some  recent  publication,  owing 
to  a  misinterpretation  of  a  passage  in  the  first  volume  of  that  life 
that  hie  mother  was  buried  in  one  of  the  churches  at  Notting- 
ham; but  the  fact  is,  she  died  at  Hackney,  in  1800,  in  her 
79th  year,  and  was  buried  at  Richmond.  His  life  is  so  recent* 
and  had  so  little  connection  with  bis  native  county,  that  it  i* 
needless  to  go  into  further  particulars,  except  that  after  leav- 
ing the  academy  at  Warrington,  he  resided  at  Bramcote,  and 
afterwards  at  Nottingham,  where  he  attempted  to  establish  a 
school,  but  seems  to  have  been  either  unsuccessful  or  unsettled. 
As  many  of  his  cotemporaries  are  yet  living,  and  as  further 
notice  might  lead  us  into  both  religious  and  political  discussions, 
we  must  refer  to  his  own  life,  writteu  by  himself,  which  cannot 
fail  of  affording  both  information  and  amusement,  to  the  liberal 
on  both  sides  of  the  questions  connected  with  this  learned, 
though  unfortunate,  character. 

Hen  by  KiaitE  White  will  long  remain,  his  memory  at  least, 
as  a  proof  that  genius  and  talents  will  always  burst  through  the 
thickest  veil  of  obscurity.  In  fact,  the  spirit  and  perseverance 
with  which  he  adhered  to,  and  at  last  accomplished  his  youth- 
ful wishes,  as  related  by  Mr.  Soothey,  are  almost  incredible, 
yet  strictly  true;  and  are,  or  ought  to  be,  a  proof  to  parents, 
that  the  early  inclinations  of  their  children  ought  not  to  be 
heedlessly  thwarted  under  the  name  of  obstinacy,  where  they 
may  be  the  consequence  of  conscious  genius,  and  of  conscious 
worth.    He  has  also  unfortunately  added  another  proof  of  the 

homely 
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homefy  adage,  "toon  ripe,  toon  rotten."  To  dilate  on  the  bi- 
ography of  him,  who  may  have  been  the  school  companion,  or 
college  friend,  of  many  who  read  these  lines,  most  be  totally 
unnecessary ;  it  is  pleasant  to  remark,  however,  that  his  me* 
mory  is  not  forgotten,  nor.  useless  to  his  family,  the  female 
branches  of  which  now  superintend  a  rery  respectable  board* 
ing  school  in  Nottingham,  and  who  need  not  be  ashamed  to 
have  it  said,  that  the  merits  of  an  amiable  son  and  brother  go 
hand  in  hand  with  their  own. 

It  is  time  now  to  leave  Nottingham,  and  proceed  to  examine 
its 

Environs, 
with  which  we  shall  commence  in  a  north-west  direction,  come 
round  by  the  west,  to  the  southern  parts  of  the  county,  not 
confining  ourselves  to  the  exact  local  division  of  Hundreds,  but 
adopting  such  a  route  as  would  most  readily  present  itself  to 
the  observant  tourist* 

Basford 

*  In  the  general  sketch  of  the  county,  it  hu  been  stated,  that  there  are 
six  wapentakes  or  hundred*.    The  parishes  contained  in  each,  are  as  follow  : 

RtrsHCLirrt.  Adbolton ;  Barton  in  the  Beans ;  West  Bridgeford ;  Boo- 
ney  ;  Clifton  ;  Cerlmeteck ;  Gotham ;  Keyword ;  Keynston,  an  Unendoned 
Chapefry;  East  Leak;  Vormanton  upon  Soar;  Plnmtre;  Ratcliffe  opoo 
Sear;  Bsnston;  Haddington*  has  Flawferd,  for  tbe  mother  church;  Stam- 
ford ;  Stanton  in  the  Wolds ;  Sutton  Boningtoo ;  Thorp  in  the  Clods;  Wkf* 
nerpole;  WjselL 

Bingham.  Aslacton  inWhatton;  Bingham;  East  Bridgeford;  Brough* 
ton  Sulney  ;  Carcobton  j  Cotgrare,  two  parishes ;  Colston  Basset ;  Cropwell 
Bishop;  Elton;  Flintham;  Granby ;  Hawkesworth ;  Hickling;  Holme 
FStrpomt;  Kaeteton ;  Kiaelton ;  Laager ;  Orston ;  Owthorp:  Radcthte upon 
Treat ;  Screreton ;  THbby  com  Cropwel  J ;  Wharton,  containing  the  Chapefry 
of  Aslacton. 

Nswaik.  Barnby  in  tbe  Willows;  North  Clifton;  North  aad  South CosV 
linghams;  Gotham;  Eikering;  Elston;  Fsrrington;  Hawton;  Kilrington; 
Newark;  South  Scarle;  Shelton:  Syerston  Chspelry;  Sunton;  Stoke; 
Thorney;  Thorp  by  Newark;  Winthorpe. 

Bassitlaw.     Nertk  day.    Beckingham;  Boyle;   Clarborough ;   Cla- 

'         worth; 
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Sasfoan  is  the  firal  place,  in  this  direction,  deterring  of 
aotica;  it  lies  in  a  bottom,  to  which  you  approach  from  the  race 
ground,  and  the  scenery  around  it,  is  rich  in  the  extreme! 
This  village*  indeed,  may  he  now  said  to  be  a  town,  so  much 
is  k  increased  of  late,  from  the  various  manufactures,  and  the 
improvements  consequent  upon  them;  for  here  are  not  only  corn 
and  cotton  mills,  but  the  bleaching  and  dyeing  branches  of 
basinets  have  been  carried  on  for  some  years,  with  consider* 
able  success.  The  church  is  dedicated  to  St,  Leodigarius,  and 
has  a  very  handsome  spire;  with  a  nave  and  side  aisles  in  very 
good  order;  bnt  there  are  no  ancient  epitaphs,  though  it  /or- 
merly  contained  many  armorial  bearings  in  the  windows.    The 

importance 

worth;  Cotes,  a  free  Chapel;  Everton;  Grfngley  on  tbe  Hill;  Hayton; 
Bohe;  North  and  Sooth  Lerertons;  Misson;  Misterton;  East  and  West 
RerJbrds;  Roosmgton;  Standby;  Stanley;  Stanton;  North  and  Soatb  Til* 
act;  WaHmngbeni ;  North  and  South  Whtatley. 

SmtkClay.  BUsthorpe;  Dartetea;  East  Drayton;  Donbass;  Eaton,  of 
Uleton;  Egtnanton;  Gamston;  Grove;  Headon;  Kirton;  Laneham;  Lest 
iaton,  or  Laxton ;  East  Markhaqi  cast  West  Drayton ;  West  Madtham  cats* 
Bevercotes;  Morehouse;  North  and  South  Moskhaca;  Moskham  Pre* 
bend;  Hampton;  East  and  West Traswells ;  Taiford;  Upton* 

Hattisld.  Bah  worth;  Bevercotes;  Blithe;  Booghtoo,  hot  no  cnoxch; 
Bethasasell;  Carlton  in  Liadriek;  Csckeney;  EdwmstowJ  Elkesley;  Rn- 
atsgtey;  Harworthi  Hoagetoo;  Marton,  here  was  anciently  a  Chapel; 
Mattersej;  Merriel  Bridge,  here  was  a  Chapel  formerly;  Ordsall;  West 
Rayton;  Sotton  npon  Lound  cam  Scrooby ;  Walesby  j  Warsop;  Works*?. 

Baoarow.  Attenborough;  Arnold;  Batford;  North  Beestoa;  Bilbo* 
rough;  Blidworth;  Bolwell;  Eastwood;  Griesley;  Hocknall  Torcard; 
Kirkby  in  Ashfield;  Lentoo;  Linby;  Mansfield  ;  Nathall;  ttadford;  Sel* 
Mea;  StreUey;  Sotton  npon  AshaeM ;  Terersal ;  Trowel! ;  Wotlaton. 

Tnvaeanio*.  Averham;  Bleasby;  Beaton  Jayoe  earn  Balcote;  Cef- 
tetton ;  Canatea  j  Golwick ;  CrnnwelljEdiiigley ;  Eperston;  Esjdu  or  Oatoaj 
Eitonin  CropwellaPrsbead;  Eaton,  another  Prebend ;  famaald;  FltaV 
borough;  Gedling;  Gonalston;  Hallooghton ;  Hockerton ;  HoYaringhaaji^ 
Kelbam;  Kirklington;  Kntsall;  Lamblry;  Lowdbam;  Marahani;  Sooth 
Ketbcley ;  Normanton  by  Gresthorpe ;  Northwell  OrerbeJI  ;  Ossington; 
BoJston;  Snenton;  Sooth  well ;  Sotton  npon  Treat;  lhaVgarten;  Upton'; 
Weston  Hercy  aod  Norrnwmlle;  Woodboroagh. 
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importance  of  this  place  has  also  been  kept  up*  by  its  .being  the 
seat  of  the  Court  of  the  Honour  of  Pevtrel,  since  it  was  re» 
mored  from  Nottingham.  The  High  Steward,  however,  has 
the  power  of  holding  it  by  his  deputy  wherever  he  thinks 
necessary  or  convenient,  It  formerly  sat  erery  Tuesday,  and 
has  jurisdiction,  not  only  over  Nottinghamshire,  (the  two  ban* 
dreds  of  Thurgarton  and  Broston,  being  added  to  the  others  is 
the  25th  Charles  the  2d,)  but  also  oyer  great  part  of  Derby-' 
shire,  and  a  town  or  two  in  Leicestershire.  At  present  it  she 
twice  in  the  year,  to  try  causes  as  high  as50& ;  Lord  Middle* 
ton  is  the  High  Steward,  and  hi*  deputy  presides*  A  gaol 
for  the  court  is  situated  here,  which  Howard  describes  as  hav* 
ing,  at  the  time  of  his  writing,  merely  one  room,  with  three 
beds ;  but  the  keeper  told  him,  he  had  another  little  room  for 
women  prisoners,  of  whom  there  being  none  in  bis  custody, 
he  applied  the  apartment  to  domestic  uses.  A  bowling  green 
close  by  the  gaol  is  much  frequented  by  the  inhabitants  of  Not* 
tingham;  and  Mr.  Bray  observes  in  his  tour,  that  the  prisoners 
being  then  permitted  by  the  gaoler  to  wait  upon  the  company, 
their  confinement  was  not  very  rigorous. 

MapperUy  is  a  hamlet  in  this  parish,  and  has  a  handsome  seat 
of  Ichabod  Wright,  Esq.  a  banker  in  Nottingham.  This  gen* 
tleman  has  been  very  active  in  forming  plantations,  and  making 
inclosures;  and  the  place  is  now  an  ornament  to  the  neighbour* 
hood. 

Bulwell  is  a  large  village,  and  its  inhabitants  are  princi- 
pally employed  in  cotton  printing,  and  in  bleaching ;  it  has 
also  some  very  extensive  lime  works.  Part  of  the  parish  is  in 
die  forest;  the  rest  is  inclosed ;  but  the  Lordship  is  the  property 
of  different  individuals,  who  are  stated  as  forming  a  kind  of  cor- 
poration, having  the  appointment  of  their  own  stewards,  and 
the  perquisites  of  their  own  courts.  Yet  they  still  continue 
copyholders,  in  order  to  preserve  their  customs  and  forest 
rights.  The  ancient  manor  house,  Bulwell  Woodhall,  is  now  the 
residence  of  a  farmer;  but  a  handsome  house  has  been  built 

some 
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sotnti  year*  ago,  by  John  Newton,Esq.  to  which  he  wished  to  affix 
the  name  of  the  place ;  it  happens,  however,  unfortunately  to 
have  acquired  the  appellation  of  "  Pye-wipe-Hall,"  so  that  Bui- 
weil  Hail  is  almost  obsolete. 

Nuthall  stands  a  short  distance  from  Bui  well;  the  village 
is  very  small,  but  has  a  neat  and  well  preserved  church,  dedi- 
cated to  St  Patrick,  with  a  handsome  tower,  and  two  aisles. 
Here  were,  formerly,  several  ancient  monuments  of  the  family 
of  Boun  ;  and  there  are  also  some  modern  ones,  but  not  of  par- 
ticular consequence.  Some  of  the  armorial  bearings  of  the 
Strelleys,  and  other  families,  yet  remain  in  the  windows. 

But  the  greatest  beauty  of  the  place  is  the  Temple,  the  seat 
of  the  Hon.  Henry  Sedley,  formerly  Vernon,  but  who  took  this 
name  in  consequence  of  his  marriage  with  the  only  daughter 
of  the  late  Sir  Charles  Sedley,  Bart.*  This  seat  of  Nuthall 
Temple,  stands  on  an  extensive  plain,  near  to  the  village,  and 
has  a  spacious  paddock  connected  with  it,  but  without  any  of 
the  higher  embellishments  of  park  or  garden  scenery.  The 
house  is  a  square,  with  two  low  wings,  and  a  handsome  portico 
in  front,  consisting  of  six  lofty  pillars,,  with  a  neat  pediment; 
and  a  light  ballustraded  range  of  steps.  The  roof  is  pitched  pretty 
high,  with  a  lofty  dome  in  the  centre,  surrounded  with  an  airy 
ballustrade.  The  visitor  first  enters  a  magnificent  hall,  sup- 
ported by  detached  columns  of  the  composite  order,  lighted 
from  the  dome,  and  elegantly  decorated.    The  dome  within 

Vol.  XII.  L  displays 

•  Of  this  family  wis  Sir  Charles  Sedley,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  second, 
noted  for  his  gallantry,  and  particularly  mentioned  in  Gramroont's  Memoirs 
of  the  English  Court.  Dissipation,  however,  was  then  fashionable ;  bat  in 
spite  of  court  intrigue.  Sir  Charles  shewed  himself  an  honest  patriot  at  the 
Revolution,  when  he  was  very  active  agtiast  James  the  second,  humourously 
observing,  that  he  should  do  his  utmost  to  make  bis  Majesty's  daughter  a 
queen,  as  the  king  had  made  hi$  a  Countess ;  alluding  to  her  being  made 
Countess  of  Dorchester.  She  was  no  beauty.  Charles  onee  said,  hb  brother 
higher  by  way  of  penance  j  yet  such  was  James's  attachment,  that  be  would 
*ot  part  with  her,  except  at  the  strong  remonstrances  of  the  queen  and  pries', 
»g»hm  whom  she  bad  employed  the  whole  force  of  her  ridicule. 
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displays  a  profusion  of  ornamental  fancy  work,  and  has  a  light 
gallery  supported  by  the  pillars  of  the  hall.  On  entrance,  a 
Bactfmu,  of  elegant  workmanship,  smiles  open  the  atratvger, 
who  cannot  fail  of  being  much  struck  not  only  with  the  ele- 
gance, but  with  the  convenience  of  arrangement,  which  displays 
itself  on  all  sides,  particularly  in  the  easy  communication  firaoa 
the  hall  to  the  various  apartments. 

Yet,  with  all  this  elegance,  a  moment's  consideration  destroys 
the  effect,  as  there  is  something  particularly  incongruous  in  this 
style  of  architecture  in  our  climate.  The  original  Rotunda  of 
Palladio,  of  which  this  house  is  a  copy,  is  the  Villa  Capra  near 
Vicensa  in  Italy,  one  of  the'  most  celebrated  works  of  that 
great  restorer  of  ancient  architecture,  and  which  is  situated 
about  a  mile  from  the  city  gates.  Nothing,  as  Mr.  Dallaway 
observes,*  can  exceed  either  the  plan  or  elevation  of  the  ori- 
ginal in  simplicity  and  coraniodiousness ;  and  its  elegance  has 
often  excited  a  desire  of  imitation,  and  an  ambition  of  im- 
provement, which,  however,  have  always  failed,  from  a  viola- 
tion of  that  simplicity  which  is  the  real  cause  of  all  the  excel* 
lence  of  Palladio's  work.  In  this  point  he  considers  Mere- 
worth  Castle  and  Footscray  Place  in  Kent,  which,  like  this  of 
Nut  hall  temple,  are  imitations  of  the  Villa  Capra,  to  have  to- 
tally (ailed;  as  the  four  porticoes  which  constitute  their  decora- 
tion  are  ill  adapted  to  our  climate,  whilst  the  filling  them  up 
with  apartments,  which  has  in  some  instances  taken  place,  is 
still  a  greater  solecism  in  architecture. 

Greysley  parish  is  the  largest  in  the  county ;  and  is  said  to 
be  twenty  miles  in  circumference.  It  has  a  handsome  spacious 
church  with  a  lofty  embattled  tower,  in  which  are  four  good 
bells.  The  whole  is  kept  in  good  order ;  but  the  value  of  the 
living  is  said  to  be  very  unequal  to  its  extensive  duties.  There 
are  tome  monuments  of  the  Rollestons,  Miliingtons,  &c.  but 
none  remaining  of  the  ancient  possessors,  of  whom  the  Canti- 
lupes  had  license  to  embattle  their  mansion  house.  This  is  to- 
tally 
*  Dallawav  on  the  Arts* 
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tally  destroyed,  with  the  exception  of  dome  fragments  of  the 
ancient  walls. 

"  Northwest  from  Watnow  is  the  castle  of  Griesly,  the  an- 
cient possessions  of  the  lord  Zoueh ;  and  before  of  the  lord 
Caatilupe,  who  married  the  daughter  and  heiress  of  Sir  Hugh 
of  Griesly.  The  same  is  now  the  possession  of  Sir  John  Sa- 
▼age,  whose  ancestor  had  it  by  the  gift  of  Henry  7th."* 

Bemuvale,  « within  the  park  of  Griesley  which  is  north  from 
the  castle,  was  built  an  abbey  in  the  time  of  Edward  3d.  by 
the  lord  Cantilupe,  called  Beau  vale,  in  Latin  Mia  vallii,  which 
Bridget,  now  Countess  of  Bedford,  bath  by  Sir  Richard  Morrison 
her  first  husband,  the  reversion  belonging  to  Charles  Morrison 
her  sonne/'f  Tanner,  in  his  Monasticon,  tells  us  that  this  was 
a  Carthusian  priory,  of  a  prior  and  twelve  monks ;  they  seem, 
also,  to  have  been  jolly  fellows,  as  John  of  Gaunt  granted 
them  a  ton  of  wine  annually,  as  long  as  he  lived,  a  certain 
mode  of  securing  their  prayers  for  his  longevity.  They  were 
also  indebted  to  Edward  Baliol,  the  Scottish  monarch,  for  a 
grant  of  sufficient  timber  for  its  first  erection.}  Of  this  place, 
once  so  important  that  the  prayers  of  its  inhabitants  were  in- 
cessantly sought  by  numerous  benefactors,  nothing  now  re- 
mains except  some  tottering  walls  that  contain  nothing  either 
picturesque  or  illustrative  of  antiquity,  and  are  now  merely  ap- 
plied to  form  the  common  offices  of  a  farm  yard. 

Kimbcrlof  village  is  within  this  parish,  and  its  situation  scat- 
tered over  a  rising  grouod,  intermingled  with  trees  and  hedges, 
may  be  considered  as  even  romantic  in  some  points  of  view. 
It  bad  a  chapel,  now  in  ruins,  and  going  rapidly  to  decay ;  and 
which,  not  being  noticed  by  Thoroton,  may  in  fact  be  of  a 
posterior  date  to  his  work. 

Eastwood  stands  upon  the  very  verge  of  the  county,  and 
is  in  the  coal  country ;  of  which  there  are  extensive  mines  at 
various  depths,  from  5  yards  to  50.     These  coals  contain  a 
great  variety  of  specimens  of  antediluvian  remains,  particular- 
ly 3  ly 

*  flarlciftji  Col.  363,  5S.         t  Ibid.        %  LeUod.  Col.  Vol.  I.  64. 
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ly  of  Ferns  and  other  Vegetables.  The  village  itself  is  scat- 
tered over  some  broken  ground,  with  a  modern  built  chord*  of 
brick,  and  of  coarse  possessing  no  ancient  monuments ;  and 
those  who  chuse  to  gossip  with  the  "«age  chroniclers"  of  the 
place,  will  be  told  a  wonderful  story  of  a  farmer  being  swml* 
lowed  up  alive  in  the  parlour  of  the  village  aleh6use,  whilst  be 
was  swallowing  a  cup  of  ale,  to  the  great  surprize  of  the  host* 
who  by  this  means  discovered  that  his  humble  mansion  was* 
built  on  an  exhausted  coal  pit. 

Cossal  is  a  small  village  to  the  southward  of  Eastwood.  Here 
is  an  hospital  founded  by  the  ancient  family  of  Willougbbjr, 
for  four  men,  who  have  coals,  clothing,  and  two  shillings  per 
week,  for  their  support  Near  it  is  a  small  -chapel  in  which  is  a 
vault  of  that  family.  About  the  year  1780,  on  the  death  of 
Miss  Willoughby  of  Nottingham,  this  ancient  vault,  which  had 
not  been  used  for  many  years,  was  opened  for  her  interment : 
when  the  workmen  entered  it,  they  were  surprized  by  a  lumi- 
nous appearance  at  the  further  end,  which  suddenly  disappear* 
ed  on  the  approach  of  a  candle.  As  soon  as  therr  superstitions 
alarm,,  however,  gave  way  to  their  curiosity,  this  miraculous 
light  was  discovered  to  proceed  from  the  animal  phosphorus  of 
a  human  scull,  covered  with  a  greenish  coloured  mould  in  a 
high  state  of  putrescence. 

Marth,  which  is  about  one  mile  from  Cossal,  seems  to  be  the 
place  described  by  Tanner  as  having  a  Benedictine  cell  or  cha. 
pel. of  St,  Thomas,  but  whose  scite  was  then  considered  by  him, 
and  since  that  by  his  copyists,  as  unknown. 

Strellev  "in  the  west  part  of  the  county  called  the  Sand, 
where  the  little  river  Erwash  makes  its  way  to  the*  Trent,  an- 
ciently Sireilegh,  gave  name  and  residence  to  the  knightly  fa- 
mily of  the  Strelleys,  (commonly  called  Sturley,)  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  famous  in  the  county.*'*  It  is  now  the  pro- 
perty  of  T-  VV.,Edge,  Esq.  who  has  a  modern  seat  in  the  parish. 
The  village  itself  is  small;  the  church  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints,, 

and 
•  •  Camden's  Britannia. 
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jani  is  kept  particularly  neat,  especially  the  chancel ;  owing  in 
a  great  measure  to  the  attention  of  the  patron,  who  has  present* 
ed  a  very  elegant  modern  painted  east  window,  of  various 
scriptural  subjects.  Some  of  the  old  armorial  glass  is  still  in 
good  preservation,  which,  with  the  antique  font,  may  be  seen 
in  the  plates  to  Throsby's  edition  of  Thoroton.  Two  old  altar 
monuments  still  exi3t  in  the  chancel ;  one  has  no  inscription ; 
the  other  is  of  the  date  of  1500:  there  are  also  some  very  neat 
sepulchral  memorials  of  the  family  of  the  present  possessor, 
whose  Seat  is  near  to  the  church,  a  plain  building  of  three  sto- 
ries in  height,  with  a  small  projection  in  the  centre  of  the 
principal  front,  ornamented  with  a  pediment.  The  pleasure 
grounds  are  as  yet  in  their  infancy ;  but  laid  out  in  a  good  style, 
and  derive  much  of  their  beauty  from  views  of  the  surrounding 
scenery*  which  consists  of  romantic  vallies  and  pleasing 
woodlands  interspersed  with  all  the  elegancies  of  cultivation. 

Bilbo  rough  parish  has  a  church  dedicated  to  St.  Martin,  on 
a  very  small  scale,  but  containing  some  monumental  floorstones 
which  may  amuse  the  hunter  after  genealogy.  It  also  possesses 
some  coal  mines,  where  that  fossil  is  met  with  at  the  depth  of 
one  hundred  yards ;  but  it  is  principally  remarkable  for  con- 
taining  the  bamlet  of  Broxtow,  which  gives  name  to  the  hun- 
dred, and  was  a  place  of  great  consequence  in  the  Saxon  times. 
Here  is  an  ancient  manor  house,  prettily  embowered  in  trees, 
but  much  of  its  picturesque  effect  destroyed  by  some  uncouth 
additions  of  a  modern  date, 

Radford  is  a  manufacturing  village  at  a  very  short  distance 
from  Nottingham  on  the  road  to  Woilaton,  with  a  population 
amounting  to  3447.  It  has  a  small  church  dedicated  to  St. 
Peter ;  and  the  village  contains  some  good  houses,  particularly 
one  belonging  to  Mr.  Elliot  of  Nottingham,  where  the  grounds 
are  a  most  excellent  miniature  of  park  and  garden  scenery  on  a 
larger  scale*  In  this  neighbourhood  are  many  coal  pit*,  in 
which  the  coals  are  dug  out  in  large  masses;  and  it  is  said  that 
tbey  possess  the  inflammable  principle  or  gas  in  a  greater  pro. 

U  3  portion 
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portion  than  my  ether  species  of  the  fossil  m  the  kingdom 
The  pleasaotest  ramble  for  the  tourist  in  this  pert  of  the  envi- 
rons of  Nottingham,  after  passing  the  heavy  sandy  road  which 
leads  to  Radford,  is  to  pass  through  that  Tillage,  and  to  cross 
the  Erwash  canal  and  the  rive*  Lent,  along  whose  banks  he 
nay  trace  some  very  pleasing  scenery.  He  then,  leaving  Wol* 
laton  parkwall  on  his  left,  arrives  at  the  village  of  Wollatom, 
in  which  there  is  a  very  ancient  church,  well  deserving  of  at- 
tention, and  dedicated  to  St  Leonard,  with  a  very  good  spire, 
containing  six  bells.  This  church  is  very  neatly  pewed,  and 
has  a  small  organ;  in  it  is  also  the  vault  of  the  Middleton 
family,  bat  there  are  no  modern  monuments :  all  the  ancient 
ones,  however,  described  by  Thoroton  are  in  good  preserve* 
tion.  Amongst  these,  is  one  to  Richard  Willougbby,  Esq.  and 
his  wife,  who  died  about  1481 :  it  resembles  an  ancient  ire* 
place  in  a  Gothic  hall ;  and  in  the  centre  is  a  large  grating* 
inside  of  which  lies  the  representation  of  a  skeleton  on  the  floor. 
Here  is  also  a  monument  of  Henry  Willougbby,  in  armour, 
with  two  female  figures  on  one  side,  which  lie  in  a  line,  and  are 
just  his  length,  lie  is  in  the  attitude  of  prayer ;  and  the  lower 
part  of  the  altar  contains  four  figures*  two  of  which  are  sons  In 
armour,  and  two  daughters  in  the  costume  of  the  time.  Three 
Gothic  arches  in  the  body  of  the  tomb  shew  a  statue  of  a  corpee 
in  grave  clothes.  The  date  is  1538,  no  less  than  eighty-three 
years  before  the  institution  of  Baronets ;  yet  the  inscription  on  the 
tomb  has  "miles pro  corpore  regis,  ftc.  Baronet  tus"  which,  bow* 
ever,  Thoroton  considers  as  a  mistake  for  "  Bannerettes,"  and 
pf  which  several  other  instances  might  be  adduced. 

The  village  is  extremely  rural ;  and  in  it  is  a  neat  villa  look* 
ing  bouse  with  pleading  grounds,  belonging  to  Mr.  Martin 
Steward  to  the  Middleton  estates.  Leaving  the  village,  the 
ro  id  leads  to  the  Erwash  Canal,  along  whose  towing  path  there 
is  a  very  pleasant  ramble,  by  some  extensive  coal  pits,  from 
whence  we  cross  a  common,  to  the  Bramcote  Hills,  near  which 
is  a  modern  built  house,  of  John  Longdon,  Esq.  called  Bramcoie 

House. 


1 Ill, 


XOTTIUftHAttSHlRE.  T&l 

JXmne.  As  yet  the  gromk  and  plantations  are  in  a  very 
rough  state;  but  as  the  hills  at  the  back  of  the  boose  are  a  very 
ptctnreaoue  range,  it  promises*  when  completed,  to  be  a  place 
•f  considerable  interest  to  the  admirer  of  rural  beauty. 

Between  these  hills*  on  the  brow  of  a  rising  ground,  is  a  very 
carious  and  conspicuous  object,  called  the  HBULOCJcsToaa. 
This  is  an  insulated  rugged  mass  of  rock,  or  reddish  sandstone 
upwards  of  thirty  feet  high,  and  consisting  of  very  thin  lamimt 
dipping  to  the  west ;  its  extreme  breadth  from  north  to  south 
is  about  twelve  feet  at  the  base,  but  spreading  at  about  two 
thirds  of  ifc  elevation  ;  and  its  thickness  below  is  about  four  fret. 
Inoutlincb  it  bears  some  slight  resemblance  to  a  mushroom,  and 
Is  evideutly  wearing  away,  from  the  effects  of  the  weather.  Dr. 
Stokeley  is  of  opinion,  that  it  is  merely  the  remnant  of  a 
quarry,  the  stone  of  which  has  been  dug,  or  cut,  from  around 
it;  an  idea  not  improbable,  as  it  consists  of  the  same  materials 
as  the  adjoining  hills,  though  in  much  thinner  layers. 

Beamcote,  was  long  the  residence  and  property  of  the  Hand* 
ley  family;  and  in  the  church  lies  Henry  Hand  ley,  Esq.  whose 
memory  is  preserved  in  Nottingham  by  his  various  charities, 
as  well  as  at  Bramcote,  where  he  left  201.  per  annum,  fpr  a 
preaching  and  resident  minister,  and  51.  per  annum  to  the  poor; 
he  died  in  1650.  This  place  is  only  further  noticeable  for  hav- 
ing, at  one  period  of  his  life,  been  the  residence  of  Gilbert 
WtkeJUld,  who  settled  here  in  order  to  establish  a  school,  but 
without  success.  The  tourist  now  comes  into  the  Derby  road, 
and  turning  towards  Nottingham,  soon  arrives  at  the  park* 
gate  of 

WOLLATTON    HaLL.* 

This  gate  is  a  handsome  elevation  of  stone,  with  a  neat  lodge, 
and  light  iron  railing;  and  the  approach  to  the  house  is  through 
a  noble  winding  avenue  of  lime-trees,  nearly  a  mile  in  length. 
The  park  is  extensive,  and  well  stocked  with  deer,  hares,  and 
the  various  domestic  animals;  it  also  contains  spacious  sheets  of 

L  4  water, 

•  Its  ancient  name  was  Okveston,  but  has  long  been  thus  corrupted. 
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water,  supplied  with  a  variety  of  fish,  and  enlivened  by 
and  other  aquatic  birds ;  and  is  broken  into  gentle  swells,  well 
wooded  with  oak  and  elm,  and  at  intervals  admitting  some  very 
picturesque  and  extensive  views  of  the  surrounding  landscape. 
A  fine  sweep  leads  round  to  the  north  front  of  the  bouse,  which 
stands  on  a  knoll,  and  exhibits  a  most  magnificent  appearance 
even  at  a  considerable  distance,  lofty  and  antique,  and  bearing 
seme  resemblance  to  the  august  tower  of  some  ancient  ca* 
thedral, 

"  Bosom'd  high  in  tufted  trees."        ■  ■ 

It  is  of  the  fashion  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  time,  or  rather  of 
that  fashion  then  just  beginning  to  be  introduced,  ana  is  in  the 
Italian  style,  but  of  Gothic  arrangement.  It  is  square,  with  four 
large  towers,  adorned  with  pinnacles ;  and  in  the  centre,  the  body 
of  the  house  rises  higher,  with  projecting  coped  turrets  at  the  cor- 
ners. The  front  and  sides  are  adorned  with  square  projecting  Ionic 
pilasters;  the  square  stone  windows  are  without  tracery;  and 
t})e  too  great  uniformity  of  the  whole  is  broken  by  oblong 
niches,  circular  ones  filled  with  busts  of  philosophers,  em- 
perors, empresses,  &c.  and  by  some  very  rich  mouldings. 

The  house  is  built  entirely  of  freestone,  which  came  from 
Ancaster  in  Lincolnshire,  in  exchange  for  pit  coal  from  the 
estate.  Sir  Francis  Willoughby,  Knt.  built  the  house,  and 
was  also  the  designer  of  the  plan,  according  to  his  own  taste; 
but  the  whole  was  superintended  by  John  Thorpe,  a  celebrated 
artist  of  that  time. 

Camden,  in  the  first  edition  of  his  Britannia,  rather  pays  this 
house  and  its  builder  a  compliment;  but,  in  his  last,  he  censores 
his  motives  for  erecting  it;  and  asserts,  that,  by  the  time  it  was 
finished,  it  had  sunk  three  Lordships.  Again,  in  speaking  of 
Wollaton,  be  says,  "  where  in  our  time.  Sir  Francis  WiU 
loughby,  at  great  expence,  in  a  foolish  display  of  his  wealth 
built  a  magnificent  and  most  elegant  house,  with  a  fine  pros* 
peck"    A  later  critic,*  speaking  of  this  house,  seems  inclined 

to 

♦  Juord  Orford,  Vol.  JIJ,  p.  14* 
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to  carry  its  style  of  building  to  a  much  earlier  date  than  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  when  it  is  supposed  to  have  been  first  in* 
troduced:  he  says,  « the  taste  of  all  these  stately  mansions  was 
that  bastard  style  which  intervened  between  Gothic  and 
Grecian  architecture;  or  which, perhaps,  was  the  style  that  had 
been  invented  for  the  houses  of  the  nobility,  when  they  first 
ventured,  on  the  settlement  of  the  kingdom  after  the  termina- 
tion of  the  quarrel  between  the  Roses,  to  abandon  their  fortified 
dungeons,  and  consult  convenience  and  magnificence;  fori 
am  persuaded,  that  what  we  call  Gothic  architecture  was  con* 
fined  solely  to  religious  buildings,  and  never  entered  into  the 
decoration  of  private  botpes,"  This  is  rather  a  curious  position ; 
but  if  the  noble  author  merely  means  to  assert,  that  private 
bouses  were  never  built  in  the  cathedral  style,  we  will  agree 
with  him,  even  although  bis  own  house  at  Strawberry  hill 
forms  an  exception  to  the  rule.  At  the  same  time,  it  cannot 
be  denied,  that  the  castellated  mansions  of  the  nobility  and 
gentry  were  built  in  the  Gothic,  though  not  exactly  in  the 
Ecclesiastical  Gothic  manner;  and  it  is  as  evident  that  the 
style  of  Wollaton  Hall  was  not  introduced  immediately  after 
the  contest  of  the  Roses,  nor  even  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
eighth,  as  the  buildings  of  that  period,  of  which  indeed  only 
a  few  remain,  consist  of  ranges  of  low  apartments,  with  square 
framed  windows  with  mullions  and  tracery,  and  the  whole 
generally  added  to  the  castellated  mansion  of  former  times  :* 
and  as  we  are,  perhaps,  to  date  the  introduction  of  the  Gothic 
style  from  the  taste  and  observation  of  our  wandering  Crusaders^ 
so  for  this  introduction  of  the  reviving  arts  in  Italy,  engrafted 
upon  the  former  style,  are  we  indebted  to  that  spirit  of  ramb- 
ling over  the  continent,  which  bad  become  so  fashionable  in  the 
time  of  Elizabeth,  and  even  in  the  latter  part  of  Henry's 
reign. 

Having 

*  A  very  correct  example  of  this  petition  may  be  found  at  Hover  castle 
in  Kent,  near  Tnnbridge,  the  residence  of  Sir  Thomas  Boleyn,  and  often  the 
t  of  Henry's  courtship  with  the  fair  Anne. 
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Having  thus  examined  the  outside  of  this  august ' 
we  shell  proceed  to  the  interior,  in  the  examination  of  wfcicfc 
we  were  more  fortunate  then  Mr.  Bray,  who  observes  in  hie 
tow,  "  so  fttr  nay  be  see*,  but  strangers  ate  not  permitted  to 
see  the  inside,  even  when,  the  family  is  absent;  a  piece  of 
pride,  or  gloomy  inbospitality,  which  for  the  credit  of  oar 
country  is  rare."  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  a  man  of  so  modi 
taste,  and  so  capable  of  describing  this  residence,  should  tfacss 
have  been  disappointed ;  we,  however,  met  with  no  difficulty 
in  procuring  admission ;  bet  eren  found  the  attention  and  civi- 
lity of  the  domestics  redoubled,  when  the  intention  of  the  risk 
was  known.  We  shall  then  at  once,  m  company  with  oar 
readers,  ascend  a  handsome  flight  of  steps,  which  leads  to  an 
Entrance  hali,  in  which  is  an  armoury  for  the  county,  consisting 
of  a  number  of  musquets  with  their  accoutrements  all  disposed 
in  a  regular  and  ornamental  manner.  From  hence  we  enter 
the 

Hall,  which  is  a  lofty  and  spacious  apartment,  on  a  plan  and 
arrangement  strictly  Gothic,  but  fitted  up  and  ornamented  en- 
tirely in  the  Italian  style  of  retired  architecture.  It  has  an 
elegant  flat  ceiling,  supported  by  oaken  brackets  of  light  and 
open  workmanship;  at  the  upper  end  is  a  gallery,  and  the 
screen  is  supported  by  Doric  pillars.  Under  the  beams  are  a. 
variety  of  devices,  of  satyrs,  caryatides,  &c.  according  to  the 
taste  of  the  times ;  and  in  the  gallery  are  a  handsome  clock,  and 
an  organ.  The  walls  and  ceiling  are  painted  by  La  Quire;  and 
there  are  several  good  pictures  by  the  best  masters.  Neptune 
and  Amphitrite.  Rape  of  Europa.  These  are  both  by  Luca 
Giordan*.  Game,  fruits,  and  a  dog  most  exquisitely  executed. 
Wolves  and  dogs.  Schneider.  Three  landscapes;  one  cattle  in 
repose  amidst  ruins;  travellers  reposing  beneath  a  rocky 
cavern,  with  cattle,  and  ruins;  travellers  with  their  flocks. 
Jl<HQ  di  Trooli.  Charles  the  first;  a  good  copy  from  Vandyke 
Ancient  painting  containing  a  birds  eye  view  of  Wollaton  Hall, 
fend  gardens.    Here  is  also  a  good  bust  of  Bacchus  in  white 

marble ; 
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naarble;  and  there  are  imitations  of  Elks  heads,  bit  with  real 
horns,  over  every  door.  Near  to  the  gallery  is  a  family  piece, 
in  which  is  introduced  Sir  Hagh  Willoughby,  whose  portrait 
we  shall  hare  further  occasion  to  mention. 

The  Galleet  contains  some  family  portraits,  a  large  paint* 
tng  of  Joseph  and  bis  brethren,  and  a  piece  of  still  life. 

The  Saloon  is  a  very  elegant  and  airy  apartment,  containing 
some  good  pictures.  A  most  masterly  production  of  dogs,  and 
a  wild  hoar*  Schneider.  Four  family  pictures  of  the  Wil* 
lougbbys,  in  the  time  of  Elisabeth ;  these  are  Sir  Francis  and 
bis  lady,  sbeir  son  and  daughter.  First  Lord  Middleton. 
His  Lady.  Large  view  of  the  house  and.  park  at  Middleson. 
Though  the  paintings  in  this  apartment  deserve  examination, 
yet  the  stranger's  attention  will  be  principally  directed  to  the 
windows,  from  whence  there  is  a  most  enchanting  prospect  of 
the  pleasure  grounds,  and  their  various  ornaments  of  buildings 
and  water,  backed  by  fine  grove's,  in  which  are  seen  shady- 
walks,  and  all  the  beauties  of  garden  scenery. 

The  Puxcifai  STAiacAtB,  is  elegantly  painted  in  fresco* 
In  the  centre  is  a  Soman  sacrifice  to  Apollo,  in  which  the  por- 
traits of  several  of  the  family  are  introduced.  The  ceiling  re- 
presents Heaven,  with  a  full  assembly  of  the  Gods;  and  Pro* 
metheus  is  seen  stealing  the  sacred  spark  of  fire.  On  the  left 
side  of  the  staircase,  he  is  represented  animating  the  figure  • 
the  story  is  here  remarkably  well  told,  and  the  surprize  mixed 
with  joy,  wonder,  and  gratitude,  so  strongly  marked  in  the 
countenance  of  the  animated  statue,  seems  a  counterpart  of  the 
feelings  of  our  general  mother,  so  admirably  delineated  by 
Milton.  On  the  right  side,  the  unfortunate  Philosopher,  for 
web,  when  divested  of  allegory,  we  may  believe  Prometheus  to 
have  been,  is  seen  chained  to  tbe  rock  by  Vulcan,  whilst  Mer«t 
cury  gi?es  the  orders,  and  the  whole  groupe  are  surrounded 
by  nymphs,  graces,  &c.  v  The  whole  affording  an  excellent 
allegorical  lesson ;  for  though  Prometheus  may  have  been  the 
ftrst,  he  is  not  tbe  last  who,  after  animating  a  female  statue,  and 

having 


If  2  XOTTIVGBAaUaiftS. 

having  his  chains  riveted  by  the  Gretna  Green  Vulcan,  ha* 
found  his  heart  torn  by  a  Vulture  I 

The  Dining  Room  up  stairs  has  two  most  magnificent  glasses, 
and  has  some  very  capital  family  pictures.    Sir  Richard  Wii- 
looghby,  Lord  Chief  Justice    for  the  space  of  twenty-three 
years,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  third.  Sir  Hugh  WiUoughby, 
frozen  to  death  in  the  North  Seas,  in  1554.    He  went  out  for 
the  purpose  of  making  discoveries  in  the  Northern  Ocean,  with 
three  ships  fitted  out  at  the  private  expense  of  the  society  of 
merchants,  who  had  joined  in  company,  in  order  to  prosecute 
the  search  after  a  north-east  passage  to  India*    Having  pro- 
ceeded as  far  as   Spitsbergen,  the  Edward  Bonaventure,  cosn~ 
manded  by  Captain  Richard  Chancellor,  was  separated  from 
the  squadron  in  a  gale  of  wind  ;  soon  after  which  Sir  Hugh 
discovered  land,  but  was  unable  to  examine  it  on  account  of  the 
ice  and  shoal ness  of  the  water.    He  considered  it  as  being  in 
72  degrees  of  north  latitude;  and  it  may  have  been  the  Coast 
of  Nova  Zembla,  or  the  island  of  Kolgen.    Sailing  from  thence, 
to  the  westward,  he  came  at  length-  to  a  river  and  harbour, 
where  be  determined  to  pass  the  winter;  but  not  having  a  suf- 
ficient quantity  of  wood  for  fuel,  and  being  perhaps  attacked 
by  the  scurvy,  he  and  his  whole  crew  perished,  though  it  ap- 
peared by  the  papers  which  they  left  behind  them  that  they 
were  still  alive  in  the  month  of  January  1554.    This  harbour  is 
said  to  have  been  called  Arzina;  and  there  is  a  river  of  that 
name  in  Russian  Lapland.    To  this  unhappy  event,  Thomson 
alludes  in  his  "  Winter  :" — 


-Miserable  they  I 


Who,  here  entangled  in  the  gathering  ice, 
Take  their  last  look  of  the  descending  sun j 
While,  full  of  death,  and  fierce  with  tenfold  frost. 
The  long  long  night,  incumbent  o*er  their  heads. 
Falls  horrible.     Such  was  the  Briton's  late, 
A»  with  first  prow,  (what  have  not  Britons  dar'd  !) 
He  for  the  passage  sought,  attempted  since 

t  * 
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So  much  in  rain,  ami  seeming  to  be  shut 
By  jealous  nature  with  eternal  bars. 
In  these  fell  regions,  in  Aninacmught, 
And  to  the  stonj  deep  his  idle  ship 
Immediate  seal'd,  he  with  his  hapless  crew. 
Each  foil  exerted  at  his  sercral  task, 
Frose  into  statues;  to  the  cordage  glued 
The  sailor,  and  the  pilot  to  the  helm." 

The  poet  has  indeed  made  a  copious  nse  of  the  poet's  licence  by 
exaggeration ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  look  on  the  picture  with- 
out feeling  many  of  the  sensations  that  arise  from  the  delinea* 
tion. 

The  Drawimc  Room  is  plain  but  elegant.  The  pictures  are, 
a  fine  view  of  Nottingham,  from  the  Trent ;  good  portraits  of 
late  Lord  Middleton  and  his  lady  ;  an  old  lady  by  Sir  Godfrey 
Kneller;  two  sea  pieces ;  two  Indian  paintings;  and  a  humourous 
piece  of  two  boys  eating  hasty  pudding.* 

The  Billiard  Room  is  well  adapted  for  its  declared  purpose, 
and  has  a  few  good  paintings.  Over  the  fire  place,  is  what  is 
called  the  original  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  and  his  secretary* 
the  night  before  his  execution ;  there  are  several  pieces  of  this 
kind,  however,  which  claim  the  meed  of  originality.  Speaking 
of  Wentworth  in  Yorkshire,  Gilpin  says,  "  the  original  of  Lord 
Strafford  and  his  secretary  is  said  to  be  here.  Its  pretensions 
are  disputed ;  though  I  think  it  has  merit  enough  to  maintain 
them  any  where."  Whether  this  at  Wollaton  is  really  the  ori- 
ginal, or  only  a  copy,  we  will  not  pretend  to  decide ;  but  the 
picture  certainly  has  considerable  merit ;  and  is  no  doubt  a  just 
likeness  of  that  unfortunate  nobleman,  whose  true  character 
has  perhaps  never  been  justly  appreciated;  for  whilst  the 
violent  factions,  which  occupied  the  attention,  and  directed  the 
conduct  and  sentiments,  of  his  cotemporaries,  still  continue  by 
their  remembrance  to  divide  posterity  into  his  absolute  censurers 
or  unqualified  admirers,  both  his  enemies  and  friends  have  too 

much 

•  Some  alteration  has  since  taken  place  with  respect  to  these  pictures. 
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much  confounded  his  own  merits  and  demerits,  with  those  dt 
the  transactions  in  which  he  was  so  much  occupied.  At  the? 
scaffold,  he  expressed  bis  love  for  his  country,  and  for  his 
sovereign ;  but  he  expressed  his  fears  that  it  augured  HI  for  the 
people's  happiness,  thus  to  write  the  commencement  of  a  re* 
form  in  letters  of  blood. 

At  one  end  of  the  room,  is  a  large  piece  of  fruit,  flowers, 
game,  vegetables,  &c.  either  an  original  of,  or  a  good  copy  from, 
Schneider.  At  the  other  end,  is  a  very  curious  composition  of 
landscape,  sea  beach,  rocks,  &c  in  the  centre  is  a  Flora,  evi- 
dently a  portrait;  there  is  also  a  fisherman  with  bis  basket,  and 
tome  fish  remarkably  well  done. 

The  Second asy  Staircase,  is  ornamented  with  some  good 
paintings.  Landscape  and  buffaloes ;  these  animals  were  once 
in  the  park.  The  father  of  the  present  lord.  Several  Dutch 
paintings,  particularly  a  most  excellent  market  piece.  Italian 
sea  piece,  a  copy  from  Claude  Lorraine.  A  philosopher  with 
Gerard's  Herbal  before  him ;  a  painting  of  very  considerable 
merit,  though  evidently  neglected.  The  infant  Joho,  making 
his  offering  to  the  child  Jesus,  with  Mary  and  Elizabeth. 
Isaac  and  Jacob  meeting.  Some  family  pictures  of  the  ancient 
line  of  Wilioughby,  which  deserve  a  more  conspicuous  situ- 
ation. 

The  visitor  is  now  led  by  a  circular  staircase  in  one  of  the 
towers,  to  the  Upper  Room  or  Ball  Room,  which  rises  above 
the  centre  of  the  roof.  At  present  it  is  little  more  than  a  lum- 
ber room,  but  is  still  worth  seeing,  as  it  contains  some  curious 
ancient  arms,  some  family  pictures  copies  of  those  below,  and 
a  very  strange  one  of  Susannah  and  the  Elders,  literally  a  curi- 
osity. Here  is  also  an  antique  cabinet  of  Queen  Elisabeth's 
time,  with  a  variety  of  uncouth  figures  carved  on  it. 

In  two  of  the  turrets  there  are  neat  rooms,  to  which  the  ap- 
proach is  from  the  roof  of  the  house,  from  whence  there  is  a 
most  delightful  and  extensive  prospect  of  the  well  wooded  park 
and  gardens,  in  which  the  water  and  bridge  have  a  very  fine 
9  elfcct; 


JtOTOIKGifAMftBlfcE*.  I?J 

effect;  and  the  WouWs,  together  with  the  Trie  of  Belvcir,  add 
much  to  the  beauty  of  the  prospect,  contrasting  finely  with  the 
rich  foreground.  The  ornament*  of  the  roof  consist  principally 
of  a  nntnber  of  statues  of  very  decent  execution,  and  in  romasfe* 
ably  good  preservation ;  and.  the  mode  of  arranging  the  chant* 
sties  is  well  worthy  the  notice  of  the  architect,  springing  from 
the  corners  to  a  centre,  so  as  to  appear  rather  designed  for 
ornament  than  use. 

Descending  from  this  elevation*  the  LtatAtr  is  the  next  *t> 
ject  of  examination.  It  is  a  long  room,  wainscotted  in  imitation 
of  oak,  with  a  good  selection  of  books  on  general  subjects, 
well  arranged*  Here  is  an  ancient  folio  Missal,  highly  Ulnt**- 
nated ;  also  an  ancient  service  book  ef  Woilaton  church,  bought 
from  the  last  Gstso&c  rector  for  ten  marks,  containing  the  whole 
service  set  for  chanting  in  the  ancient  manner.  Henry,  the  fifth 
Lord  Middleton,  with  many  portraits  of  the  earlier  branches  of 
the  Willonghbys  are  in  this  apartment;  together  with  a  very 
curious  antique  cabinet,  ornamented  with  animals  and  flowers, 
inlaid  in  mother  of  pearl. 

Leaving  the  house,  the  stranger  is  conducted  towards  the 
grounds,  when  he  passes  a  very  handsome  pile  of  stables  and 
other  exterior  offices,  erected  in  1774 :  in  the  front  is  a  pediment 
enriched  with  sculpture,  and  the  whole  are  on  a  large  scale,  and 
finished  even  in  a  style  of  elegance.  Close  to  the  mansion,  is 
the  ancient  pleasure  ground,  in  which  the  antique  style  is  pre- 
ferred, though  with  some  modern  alterations  and  additions : 
here  are  a  number  of  statues,  and  the  other  usual  ornament*  of 
such  places.  The  modern  flower,  and  kitchen  garden,  fcc.  are 
at  some  distance  from  this,  and  completely  bid  in  wood,  so  as 
only  to  be  visible  from  the  upper  part  of  the  house.  In  the 
grounds  there  is  a  curious  summer  house  in  the  Grotto  style, 
pannelled  and  ceiled  with  looking  glasses,  and  ornamented  with 
paintings  and  shell  work.  Under  it  is  a  water  house,  formed 
completely  in  the  grotesque,  with  shell  and  rock  work ;  but  as 

these 
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these  are  at  least  a  century  old,  much  of  their  forme*  grandeor 
is  .gone* 

.  Trowell  lies  between  Wollaton,  and  the  verge  of  the  county  ; 
itis  nothing  more  than  a  scattered  village,  with  a  church  dedi- 
cated to  St.  Helen.  This  building,  though  consisting  of  a  nave 
and  side  aisles,  is  in  very  indifferent  preservation ;  but  the  tower 
is  a  very  fine  object*  In  the  windows  of  the  chancel  are  many 
fragments  of  armorial  glass;  some  of  the  ancient  stalls  remain, 
and  there  is  an  antique  and  capacious  font,  that  may  engage  the 
attention  of  the  antiquary.* 

Stapleford,  a  populous  village  engaged  in  the  stocking 
manufacture,  lies  about  a  mile  south  from  Trowel,  close  to  the 
Erwash  canal.  The  chapel  is  dedicated  to  St.  Helen's,  and 
is  kept  in  very  good  order.  The  spire  has  a  set  of  five  bells, 
and  the  chapel  is  sufficiently  large  for  the  whole  parish,  having 
a  nave  and  two  side  aisles ;  yet  the  love  of  variety  or  of  novelty, 
even  in  religious  matters,  has  been  followed  by  the  establish* 
ment  of  a  meeting  house,  upon  the  Wesleyan  principles.  The 
whole  of  the  chapel  underwent  a  thorough  repair  in  1785 ;  and 
it  is  pleasing  to  observe,  that  the  churchwardens  have  been  par* 
ticularly  careful  to  preserve  the  ancient  monuments,  some  of 
which  remain  for  the  families  of  Tevery  and  Willoughby,  and 
there  are  also  some  handsome  tablets  for  the  Warrens. 

Stapleforp  Hall,  the  seat  of  the  Right  Honourable  Admiral 
Sir  John  Borlase  Warren,  Bart,  and  K.  B.  is  situated  close  to 
the  village.  It  stands  low,  with  a  handsome  lawn  in  front^ 
tastefully  surrounded  with  ornamental  plantations.  The  house  is 
quite  in  a  plain  style,  and  was  rebuilt  by  the  gallant  proprietor, 
about  1797.  It  would  far  exceed  our  limits  to  eater  on  bis  bi- 
ography ;  the  pen  of  the  historian  must  detail  his  exploits— but 

it 

♦  The  Magna  Britannia,  speaking  of  Trowel,  says,  that  "  while  the  hunt- 
of  Seropringham  had  a  part  here,  the  Prier  had  the  liberty  of  free  barren  in  alt 
the  Demesne  lands  belonging  to  them,"— a  thing  not  very  uncommon,  if  wc 
art  to  believe  all  the  stories  of  monks  and  nuns,  so  prevalent  at  tho  time  of 
the  Reformation. 
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)t  U  a  feet  worth  recording  here,  that  on  his  engaging  in' the 
naval  service  as  midshipman  of  the  Venus  frigate,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  American  war,  then  resuming  a  professional 
life,  to  which  he  was  much  attached*  he  performed  a  singular  and 
perhaps  romantic  action  that  betokened  a  munificence  truly 
princely,  by  going  to  the  Fleet  and  King's  Bench  prison  and  ac» 
taally  releasing  all  the  officers  of  the  navy  detained  at  both* 
out  of  his  own  private  fortune. 

Att£wborouoh>  which  we  presume  was  the  ancient  Attaiton, 
lies  nearly  on  the  banks  of  the  Trent.  It  is  a  very  small  vii* 
lage,  not  containing  more  than  twenty  houses ;  yet  its  church  is 
large,  and  also  well  filled,  as  it  serves  for  Chilwell,  Toueton,* 
and  part  of  Bramcote.  It  is  dedicated  to  St  Mary,  and  has 
some  armorial  glass,  as  well  as  rode  figures  on  the  capitals  of 
the  pillars  that  deserve  attention.  The  monumental  remains 
are  but  few ;  but  there  is  a  curious  little  brass  only  eight  inchea 
long,  of  which  a  plate  may  be  found  in  Throsby's  edition  of 
Thoroton. 

But  this  place  is  remarkable,  as  having  given  birth  to  HenrV 
Irbton  the  regicide,  and  son  in  law  of  Cromwell.  He  was 
eldest  son  of  Gervase  Ireton,  Esq.  and  brother  to  Sir  John  Ire* 
ton,  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  in  1668.  He  was  a  gentleman 
commoner  of  Trinity  College  Oxford,  in  1629,  and  at  the  age 
of  19  took  one  degree  in  arts ;  but,  as  Wood  tells  us  in  his 
Athene*,  left  the  university  without  completing  that  degree  by 
determination;  at  which  time  he  had  the  character  in  that 
college,  of  a  stubborn  and  saucy  fellow  towards  the  seniors,  and 
therefore  his  company  was  not  at  all  wanting.  Afterwards  he 
went  to  the  Middle  Temple,  learned  some  grounds  of  the  com- 
mon law,  became  a  man  of  a  working  and  laborious  brain, 
which,  in  the  end,  led  him  into  error.  When  the  rebellion  broke 
out,  he  as  a  person  natured  to  mischief,  took  up  arms  against 
the  king,  was  a  recruiter  in  the  Long  Parliament,  either  for  the 

Vol.  XII.  M  county 

•  It  it  a  curious  mistake  of  Dr.  Thomas  Fuller,  in  his  Ecclesiastical  History, 
to  Conofund  ibis  place  witU  Towtonfield  in  Yorkshire. 
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.county  of  Westmoreland,  or  for  Appleby  and  about  dial  time 
married  Bridget,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Cromwell,  then  only 
colonel  of  a  regiment*  By  this  matrimonial  interest,  he  be- 
came first  a  captain,  Afterwards  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  bone, 
and  at  length  commissary  general  upon  the  new  modelling 
of  the  army  in  1645.  About  this  tine,  says  Wood,  he  was  a* 
acti? e  man,  and  one  very  busy  in  breaking  the  presbyterian 
faction  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  order  thai  the  lode* 
pendent*  might  get  the  king  into  their  own  clutches.  His  parts 
and  abilities  were  such,  his  dissimulation  so  profound,  and  his 
mischievous  designs  had  so  clean  a  conveyance,  that  his  father* 
in-law  made  frequent  use  of  him,  when  he  was  put  to  a  posh  to 
complete  his  designs ;  and  haying  always  fbond  him  to  be  very 
capable  of  overthrowing  monarchy,  and  a  thorough  paced  dis- 
sembler under  the  mask  of  religion,  (being  absolutely  the  best 
prayer  maker  and  preacher  in  the  whole  army,)  he  employed 
him  to  draw  up  the  famous  remonstrance  of  the  army,  requiring 
justice  to  be  done  on  their  sovereign. 

At  this  period  he  was  also  a  commissioner  of  the  navy,  and  was 
very  active  in  writing  pamphlets,  and  is  said  to  have  been  the  per- 
son principally  employed  in  drawing  up  all  the  declarations, 
desires,  modules,  and  transactions  of  the  army,  as  well  as.  most 
of  the  letters  that  passed  between  Fairfax  rfnd  the  Parliament, 
'  before  the  death  of  Charles.  At  the.  trial  he  was  very  active, 
had  a  hand  in  drawing  up  the  ordinance  for  it,  and  the  precept 
for  proclaiming  the  High  Court  of  Justice ;  and  also  sat  aa  a 
judge  on  the  trial,  and  was  one  of  the  committee  thai  appointed 
the  time  and  place  of. execution. 

In  Cromwell's  expedition  to  Ireland,  he  was  appointed  by 
t>e  Parliament  ,as  second  m  command  with  the  rank  of  Major 
General,  and  was  afterwards  made  president  of  Minister ;  but 
being  left  as  deputy  by  Cromwell,  in  164%  he  died  the  next 
year,,  of  a  sudden  disorder,  at  Liraeric.  On  his  death,  the  Par* 
liameut  settled  a  pension  of  9000/.  per  annum  upon  his  widow 
and  children,  out  of  the  estates  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham ; 

9  his 
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his  body  was  brought  in  state  to  London,  and  laid  in  Somerset 
House,  with  an  atchievement  of  his  arms;  the  motto  on  which 
being,  "  Dolce  est  pro  patria  mori/'  an  honest  Cayalier  trans- 
lated it  thus,  "his  good  for  his  country  that  he  is  dead !" 

The  farce  of  dignity  was  carried  so  far,  as  to  give  him  not  only 
burial,  but  also  a  stately  tomb  in  Henry  the  seventh's  chapel, 
where*  however,  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  remain,  his  tomb 
being  destroyed  at  the  Restoration!  and  his  body  as  well  as  Brad- 
shaw's  and  Cromwell's,  as  it  is  supposed,  buried  under  the  gal* 
lows  at  Tyburn** 

Lew  ton  lies  near  to  Nottingham,  and  was,  as  Camden  says* 
"  once  famous  for  the  abbey,  founded  in  honour  of  the  Holy  Tri* 
nity  by  William  Peverel,  bastard  son  of  William  the  Conqueror, 
now  only  for  its  well  frequented  fair/1 

Tanner  calls  it  a  Cluniac  priory,  and  says  it  was  made  sub* 
ject  by  ks  founder  to  the  great  foreign  abbey  of  Clugny.  He 
adds,  that  it  was  accounted  among  the  Alien  priories,  and  had 
their  fate  until  the  Cluniac  monks  here  got  it  made  denizen,  by 
which  means  it  continued  until  the  general  dissolution  in  the 
time  of  Henry  the  eighth,  and  did  not  share  the  first  fate  of  the 
alien  priories.  Speed  says,  it  was  valued  at  417/. ;  but  Leland 
and  Dugdale,  call  it  only  330/.  It  bad  also  many  valuable  pri- 
Tileges ;  but  these  of  course  all  ceased  on  the  dissolution. 

Here  was  also  an  hospital  of  St.  Anthony  within  the  church 
yard  or  court  of  the  ancient  priory,  for  the  suppoct  and  cure  of 
such  as  were  troubled  with  the  disorder  which  took  its  name 
from  that  samt ;  and  there  was  a  small  establishment  of  White 
Carmelite  friars. 

Before  the  Conquest,  this  was  merely  an  hamlet  tQ  Arnold, 
and  took  its  name  from  its  situation  on  the  banks  of  tjje  Lene  ; 
but  on  the  grant  of  it  to  Peverel,  it  became  independent;  and 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  first,  had  a  grant  from  that  monarch 
~of& fair,  to  continue  eight  days  at  the  feast  of  St.  Martin,  in 
which  it  was  ordered  that  no  man  should  buy  or  sell  at  Not* 

M  2  tingham 

•  Wood's  Athens,  Vol.  ?,  14*. 
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tingham  during  its  continuance,  and  also  that  all  persons  cofttufjf 
from,  or  going  to  it,  should  be  free  from  all  processes  of  law. 
This  fair  still  continues  for  horned  cattle,  sheep,  and  bops;  and 
there  is  another  on  the  Wednesday  in  Whitsun-week,  by  grant 
of  Charles  the  second.  At  the  dissolution,  the  abbey  demesne 
was  granted  to  Sir  William  Hicks;  it  afterwards  came  to  the 
first  Duke  of  Richmond,   who  sold  it  to  the  ancestor  of  » 

Gregory,  Esq.  the  present  possessor,  m  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  second. 

The  village,  which  at  the  present  day  consists  of  a  long  street^ 
is  a  pleasant  evening's  walk  from  Nottingham,  being  extremely 
neat  and  rural,  and  having  several  gentlemen's  seats  on  the 
banks  of  the  river. 

The  church,  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity*  is  very  small,  and 
seems  to  have  been  built  on  part  of  the  ancient  hospital,  after 
the  destruction  of  the  priory.  It  bears,  however,  high,  marks 
of  antiquity  in  many  parts,  and  near  the  reading  "desk  there  if 
an  ancient  monumental  stone  on  which  a  cross  and  chalice  are 
carved  with  the  date  of  1333;  but  this  may  have  been  removed 
from  the  original  church.  The  font  is  very  large,  being  two 
feet  six  inches  in  height ;  and  is  remarkable  from  its  being  in 
the  form  of  a  parallelogram,  as  if  intended  for  complete  immer- 
sion. On  the  sides  are  some  curious  and  even  laboured  sculp- 
tures of  the  crucifixion,  &c.  with  niches  filled  with  angels. 

All  vestiges  of  the  Abbey  and  Abbey  Church,  had  long  been 
destroyed,  nor  was  its  scite  even  known  until  some  years  ago, 
when  a  very  curious  brass  plate  of  the  crucifixion  was  found, 
weighing  upwards  of  seven  ounces,  and  supposed  to  have  been 
left  there  by  Cardinal  Wohey,  on  his  way  to  Leicester  abbey, 
where  he  closed  his  ambitious  and  disquiet  life.  It  contains  a 
number  of  figures,  not  badly  executed,  as  may  be  judged  from 
an  impression  of  it  in  the  67th  volume  of  the  Gentleman's  Ma- 
gazine. It  was  found  adhering  to  a  wooden  crucifix,  above  the 
transverse  piece;  and  this  discovery  naturally  led  to  the  sup- 
position, that  the  spot  where  it  was  found  must  have  been  the 

scita 
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•arclte  of  the  ancient  priory.  Nothing  farther  took  place,  how- 
ever, with  respect  to  investigation,  until  a  few  years  ago; 
when  Mr.  Stretton,  whose  house  is  close  by  the  ancient  church 
yard,  and  indeed  partly  situated  on  the  ancient  ruin,  began  a 
course  of  examination  in  which  he  discovered  several  bases  of 
the  very  elegant  Saxon  pillars  of  the  conventual  church,  but 
even  in  doing  this  his  researches  were  attended  with  very  little 
antiquarian  satisfaction,  as  the  venerable  remains  were  actually 
taken  away  for  common  purposes.  He  had  influence  sufficient, 
however,  to  prevent  any  further  Vandalic  proceedings  of  this 
nature,  and  has  not  only  dug  out  seven  very  fine  specimens  of 
the  ancient  pillars,  to  the  height  of  a  few  feet  above  therr 
bases,  but  has  also  been  enabled  nearly  io  trace  out  the  ground 
plan  of  the  whole. 

Lemon  Priory  is  a  very  handsome  dwelling  house  of  Mr.  • 
Strettori*s  own  erection,  in  the  form  of  an  ancient  jwiory,  as 
far  as  the  proportions  would  admit;  and  there  are  several  an- 
tique sepulchral  memorials  in  the  garden  deserving  of  notice, 
particularly  a  stone  coffin,  with  a  ciosier  on  the  lid ;  also  a  very 
curious  Saxon  font  supposed  to  have  belonged  to  the  ancient 
priory.  The  exterior  of  the  house  presents  some  very  good 
specimens  of  the  ornamented  Gothic,  in  the  doors  and  windows* 
and  the  interior  arrangement,  though  possessing  every  modern 
comfort,  is  not  inappropriate. 

The  antiquarian  tourist  will  also  •find  much  to  gratify  him 
in  a  collection  of  curiosities  belonging  to  this  gentleman,  most 
of  which  are  illustrative  *f  Lenton,  and  its  neighbourhood. 
Here  is  also  a  portrait  of  the  famous  Nell  Gwynne,  which,  if  not 
an  original  of  Lely's,  is«uch  a  copy  as  he  need  not  have  been 
ashamed  of.  It  is -not  our  place,  indeed,  to  fill  up  these  pages 
with  remarks  on  a  woman  of  her  description,  however  elevated 
she  became  in  life;  yet  we  must  do  her  the  justice  to  allow,  that 
htr  portrait  speaks  her  worthy  of  a  better  fate.  Indeed  she 
was  most  munificently  liberal  in  her  benefactions ;  and  her 
Jfeibles,  her  failings,  and  all  her  errors,  are  forgotten  in  the  con- 

M  3  temptation 
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temptation  of  her  being  the  primary  cause  of  the  erection 
and  establishment  of  Chelsea  Hospital,  as  an  asylum  for  dis- 
abled soldiers,  and  for  which  she  actually  gave  the  ground  on 
which  it  stands,  as  an  encouragement  to  the  design.*  Her  lat- 
ter end  too  was  honourable  to  her,  as  Dr.  Jennison,  who 
preached  her  funeral  sermon,  adduced  satisfactory  evidence 
that  she  died  a  sincere  and  contrite  Christian.  Such,  as  her  bi- 
ographer has  observed,  was  Nell  Gwynne;  her  failings  must 
be  admitted  by  all ;  but  the  most  rigid  moralist  cannot  with- 
hold from  her  the  praise  of  many  good  and  amiable  qualities. 
But  to  quit  this  digression,  to  which  we  were  led  by  a  recollec- 
tion of  this  very  capital  portrait,  let  us  now  proceed  towards 

Wilford,  a  most  delightful  village  on  the  banks  of  the  Trent, 
and  which  contains  several  very  neat  villas,  belonging  to  some 
people  of  opulence  in  Nottingham.  The  village  is  altogether 
neatly  built,  and  extremely  rural.  The  church  stands  close  to 
the  Trent,  and  is  not  only  an  handsome  object  in  itself,  but  also 
commands  a  most  pleasing  view  of  Nottingham  and  its  vicinity. 
It  is  dedicated  to  St  Wilfrid,  and  the  name  is  evidently  a  con* 
traction  of  Wilfrid's  ford,  as  there  is  both  a  ford  and  a  ferry 
close  by ;  the  tower  is  low,  but  the  nave  and  two  side  aisles  are 
capacious  and  kept  in  good  order,  and  the  chancel  has  a  very 
neat  altar  piece.  It  seems  to  have  been  anciently  a  Soman  static*, 
as  many  Roman  coins  were  dug  up  here  a  few  years  ago*  most 
of  which  were  of  the  latter  emperors. 

•  Wilford  House,  a  neat  modern  building,  is  the  seat  of  John 
Smith  Wright,  Esq.  Turning  from  this  village  towards  the 
bank  of  Trent,,  we  have  a  view  of  the  steep  cliff  on  which 

Clifton  Hall 
stands  deeply  embowered  in  groves  of  oak  and  elm,  and  most 
pleasingly  situated  to  command  the  most  extensive  prospects 
over  the  Trent,  the  town  of  Nottingham,  and  an  immense  tract 

°* 

*  A  public  house  in  the  vicinity  of  that  tiotpiul,  and  imscfe  frequented  by 
its  inmates,  still  exhibits  a  rude  representation  of  her  bead ;  and  these,  as 
veil  as  in  the  hospital,  Nell  Gwynne,  bat  long  been  a  standing  toast 
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of  country  extending  into  all  the  surrounding  counties.  A 
neat  gravelled  walk  leads  along  the  river's  bank,  from  whence 
the  opposite  shore,  crowned  With  the  towers  of  Wollaton  and 
the  modern  Gothic  villa  of  Mr.  Wright,  is  seen  to  great  ad- 
vantage. At  the  end  of  this  path,  a  handsome  park  gate  opens  to 
the  grounds,  and  leads  to  Clifton  Grove,  a  long  avenue  form* 
iag  the  approach  to  the  house,  about  a  mile  in  length,  and  broad 
enough  for  a  dozen  carriages  to  drive  abreast.  It  is  entirely 
covered  with  the  green  sward,  and  thickly  sheltered  with  trees 
cm  each  side  which  preclude  all  distant  views,  except  about 
the  middle,  where  a  circular  opening  cut  in  the  foliage  presents 
mi  almost  magic  prospect  of  Nottingham  castle  with  the  town 
and  part  of  the  surrounding  scenery,  like  a  living  picture  in  a 
verdant  frame.  The  efiect  of  this  is  indescribable,  not  could  it 
be  expressed  even  by  the  largest  painting;  in  short,  it  must  be 
seen  te  be  fully  appreciated.  The  whole  of  the  crown  of  the 
cliff,  and  also  the  slope  to  the  Trent,  are  covered  with  fir 
and  elm,  which  were  planted  in  1740  and  have  thriven  re- 
markably well.  Near  the  upper  end  of  this  avenue,  the  cliff 
nearly  overhangs  the  Trent,  whose  silver  stream  meanders 
most  pleasingly  round  it.  "  Here"  we  are  told  by  Throsby, 
«*  tradition  says,  the  Clifton  beauty,  who  was  debauched  and 
murdered  by  her  sweetheart,  was  hurled  down  the  precipice 
into  her  watery  grave ;  the  place  is  still  shewn,  and  it  has  been 
long  held  in  veneration  by  lovers/* 

We  new  approach  the  hall,  the  seat  of  a  very  ancient  family 
of  the  same  name  for  many  centuries,  of  which  the  present  Sir 
Cervai  Clifton,  Burt,  is  the  representative.  The  mansion, 
which  stands  on  a  rock  of  gypsum  or  alabaster  curiously  inter- 
spersed in  many  places  with  beautiful  spars,  was  formerly 
quite  in  the  antique  style  of  the  sixteenth  century,  and  Stukely 
speaking  of  it  about  the  year  1712  says,  "  Clifton  near  here, 
is  a  good  seat  with  pretty  groves,  and  a  noble  prospect ;"  but  it 
is  now  much  modernized,  indeed  in  some  parts  almost  rebuilt. 

The  present  Sir  Gervase  Clifton,  had  begun  to  modernize  the 
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house  near  forty  years  ago,  but  broke  off  his  general  design  la 
consequence  of  a  domestic  loss.    Much  was  done,  however,  in 
the  course  of  twelve  years;  for  what  was  then  done  to  mo- 
dernize it  was  executed  in  the  most  elegant  manner,  and  the 
gardens  and  plantations  were  begun  to  be  laid  out  on  a  new 
plan  of  tasteful  elegance.    At  present  the  front  to  the  village 
still  retains  part  of  the  ancient  mansion,  but  looks  incomplete, 
from  the  wings  not  being  regular  either  in  shape  or  in  siae. 
The  centre  of  the  principal  front  is  ornamented  with  ten  band- 
some  columns  of  the  Doric  order,  but  is  rather  concealed  from 
view  by  the  luxuriance  of  surrounding  plantations,  as  well  as 
by  the  churchyard  enclosures,  and  by  some  of  the  offices,  so  as 
not  to  be  seen  except  on  a  close  approach.    One  of  the  most 
elegant  of  the  intended  alterations  was  nearly  finished,  when 
the  death  of  the  amiable  mistress  put  a  stop  in  some  measure 
to  the  plan.     Lady  Clifton's  intended  dressing  room  was  ar- 
ranged with  a  south  aspect  with  an  entrance  into  the  green- 
house, thus  bringing  that  most  pleasing  sheltered  amusement  in 
a  dreary  winter's  day  within  reach  of  the  social  fireside,  and 
thereby  rendering  it  a  more  frequent  object  of  attention,  than 
when  placed  at  such  a  distance  as  almost  to  forbid  a  visit  to  it 
during  the  inclement  season  when  it  is  most  desirable.    The 
house  contains  many  good  paintings,  but  as  they  are  mostly 
family  portraits,  they  require  no  illustration. 

The  gardens  are  on  the  side  of  a  hill  rising  above  the  house, 
and  originally  were  laid  out  in  the  ancient  taste  with  a  regular 
.  series  of  slopes  in  progressive  height,  connected  by  flights  of 
stone  steps,  and  divided  by  cut  yew  hedges;  and,  as  it  has  been 
justly  observed,  the  levelling  of  the  ground  on  each  of  these* 
so  as  to  make  them  into  so  many  flat  parterres,  was  not  only  at* 
tended  with  great  expense,  but  also  a  proof  of  the  then  bar* 
barous  taste  of  the  designer ;  as,  by  the  preservation  of  the 
patural  slope  of  the  hill,  its  whole  surface  might  have  been 
viewed  either  from  the  summit  or  from  the  base;  instead  of 
baying  only  one  terrace  seen  at  a  time.    After  ascending  these 
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stops,  the  visitor  found  himself  on  a  large  bowling  green,  be- 
yond which  was  a  walk  through  a  wood,  leading  to  a  summer- 
house  in  a  most  commanding  situation,  looking  down  on  the 
Trent,  and  over  a  great  extent  of  distant  country.  At  present 
the  fine  terrace  walk  is  preserved,  as  well  as  a  most  interesting 
one  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  winding  through  a  thick  embower* 
ing  shade  of  willow  and  hawthorn,  overtopped  by  some  fine 
spreading  elms. 

The  Village  ef  Clifton  lies  oh  a  flat,  and  contains  a  number  of 
neat  rural  cottages  finely  shaded  with  trees,  and  also  two  or 
thsee  pretty  villa  looking  residences.  The  church,  dedicated 
to  St,  Mary,  is  close  to  the  mansion,  and,  though  ancient,  is  yet 
in  good  preservation,  with  a  nave,  two  side  aisles,  and  two 
cross  aisles,  in  the  windows  are  still  some  fragments  of  anno* 
rial  glass;  and  there  are  many  old  brasses  of  the  Cliftons. 
Here  also  is  the  family  vault,  in  which  are  deposited  several 
generations,  its  entrance  having  the  date  of  1633.  Throsbjr 
tells  us  that  in  it  is  an  ancient  leaden  coffin,  formed  to  the 
human  shape;  also  a  heavy  piece  of  lead  in  the  form  of  a  heart, 
which  once  held  the  heart  of  one  of  the  family  who  died  abroad. 
Some  of  the  table  monuments  with  ancient  knights,  &c.  are  worth, 
inspection,  as  well  as  the  brasses  some  of  which  are  very  fine* 
Here  is  also  the  grave  of  Joseph,  (commonly  called  the  Black 
Prince,)  a  negro  converted  to  Christianity  in  1685,  and  who 
was  brought  up  under  the  patronage  of  the  resident  family.  It 
is  said  that  he  grew  to  the  height  of  seven  feet  nearly,  which  is 
marked  off  in  the  church  porch. 

The  ancient  state  of  this  place  has  been  described  in  a  MS.  in 
the  British  Museum  ;*  "  and  a  mile  beyond  is  the  town  of  Clifton  ; 
also  upon  the  very  bank  of  the  river  of  Trent,  is  the  house  of 
Gervase  Clifton,  a  most  ancient  stock,  and  most  renowned  by 
the  memory  of  .his  worthy  grandfather,  Sir  Gervase  Clifton 
deceased,  most  famous  for  his  courtesie  and  liberality,  and  for 
bis  great  services  done  in  the  wars,  as  well  within  the  realm  as 

in 

•  Hart  Coll.  9$8,  53, 


186  VOTTIKSHAMStliaX, 

in  France  and  Scotland,"    To  this  there  is  no  date ;  bat  there 
is  also  another*  containing  the  following  quaint  paragraph* 
•peaking  of  the  first  baronet  of  the  family.    "  Hee  is  worthy  ta 
V*  honoured  that  deserveth  honour,  iaith  the  Roman  Emperor. 
This  person  was  honoured  in  being  chosen  a  bergesse  with  the 
Lord  Mansfield,  for  the  borough  of  East  Retford,  in  this  comity 
as  their  representatives  in  that  long  winded  Parliament  at  West- 
minster, whose  loyalty  to  king  and  country,  deserves  the  ran 
and  right  hand  of  all  baronets  in  this  shire,  for  he  suddenly 
found  that  there  was  a  compact  party  of  dangerous  principles  ie 
the  House  of  Commons,  so  that  he  betooke  himself  to  the  breast 
plate  of  loyalty,  and  with  a  good  courage  and  resolution,  went 
to  Oxford  to  serve  his  Majesty  of  blessed  memory,  king  Charles 
the  first,  who  made  bim  a  commissioner  at  the  garrison  of  New- 
ark upon  Trent,  where  he  proved  a  valiant  and  fortunate  gentle- 
man, one  well  settled  in  his  religion,  and  allegiance  to  his  liege 
lord  and  sovereign,  for  which  be  paid  into  the  usurpers  of  Gold- 
smith's hall   in  London    the   sum  of  MDC  hundred  XXV 
pounds." 

The  early  opulence  of  the  Clifton  family,  is  particularly 
noticed  by  Peck  in  bis  "  Desiderata  Coriosa,"  where  he  states 
a  curious  wedding  dinner,  in  the  year  1330;  at  which  there  were 
two  oxen,  two  brawns,  twelve  swans,  three  quarters  of  wheat, 
seven  lambs,  six  wethers,  seven  calves,  tew  pigs,  eight  cranes, 
sixty  couple  of  conies,  three  hbds  of  wine,  white,  red,  and 
claret,  and  eight  quarters  of  barley  mate,  &c.  &c.  &e.  The 
wine  cost  five  guineas,  the  oxen  thirty  shilling  each,  pigs  five- 
pence,  lambs  one  and  five-pence,  wethers  two  and  four-pence, 
the  wheat  eighteen  shillings  per  quarter,  mak  fourteen  shillings 
per  quarter,  and  there  were  as  many  wild  fowl  as  cost  a  sum 
equal  to  the  two  oxen.  The  wedding  ring  cost  twelve  shillings 
and  four  pence. 

Tanner,  in  his  Monasticon  tells  us,  that  at  Clifton  there  was 
a  small  cottage  for  a  warden  and  two  priests,  dedicated  to  the 

Holy 
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Holy  Trinity ;  begun  by  Sir  Robert,  and  completed  by  hit  son 
Sir  Gervase  Clifton,  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  fourth :  at  the 
dissolution,  it  was  valued  at  21 L 

Near  Clifton  is  CmiwaLi*  of  which  there  is  now  nothing 
worth  particular  notice;  but  in  a  MS.  in  the  British  Museum* 
we  find  the  following  note  ;*  "  and  against  Clifton  on  ye  north 
side  of  the  Trent,  standith  Chibrell,  where  is  an  ancient  house 
builded  by  Sir  William  Babyngtoiv  sometime  cbiefe  bushier  of 
the  Common  Pleas,  and  before  was  the  bouse  of  on*  Martell, 
en  ancient  gentleman,  whose  beire  the  said  Babyngtan  mas? 
sied,  and  lately  the  Lord  Sheffield  possessed  it,  as  heire  toBa* 
byngton,  who  souW  it,  and  now  one  Christopher  Pymm,  Ge*& 
has  it." 

Of  Barton,  we  have  already  spoken,  in  our  general  intro- 
duction. Near  it  is  the  hill,  already  noticed,  on  the  top  of 
which,  are  the  remains  of  the  Roman  camp,  as  appears  from 
the  many  coins  which  have  been  found  at  different  periods.  It 
is  evident,  however,  that  it  was  originally  British.  Peck  gives 
an  extraordinary  account  of  the  effects  of  lightning  upon  this 
kill,  in  1734,  seemingly  like  the  consequences  of  an  earth* 
quake.f 

TnamsrroN  Hall,  is  a  short  distance  from  Barton*  It  be* 
lenged  formerly  to  the  Pigot  family,  who  seme  years  ago  sold 
it  to  Jobn£mmerton,  of  the  Middle  Temple,  Esq.;  &om  whom 
k  came  to  the  Wescombs,  who  have  since  taken  the  name  of 
Bmenerton.  In  1669,  its  then  possessor  Gervase  Pigot,  Esq.  was 
high  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  having  dressed  his  men  in  black 
and  silver,  on  account  of  bis  daughter's  decease,  they  were 
obliged  soon  after  to  attend  him  in  the  sense  livery  to  his  own 
lest  home. 

The  mansion,  which  stands  near  the  union  of  the  Sear  and 
Trent,  was  built  about  16$0,  and,  though  having  undergone 
many  recent  alterations,  still  retains  much  of  the  ancient  work, 
partaking  much  of  the  style  of  the  reign  of  James  the  first,  with 
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the  ornamented  gable  ends  to  the  returns  in  front,  and  the 
square  heavy  framed  windows,  &c.  It  rises  to  the  height  of 
four  stories,  and  the  interior  arrangements  are  upon  an  elegant 
and  convenient  scale.  The  gardens  are  extremely  neat  and 
agreeable ;  and  the  surrounding  scenery  is  picturesque  in  al- 
most every  point  of  view.  It  is  now  the  property  and  residence 
of  John  Wescomb  Emmerton,  Esq. 

Gotham,  so  famous  in  proverbial  story,  is  but  a  short  dis- 
tance from  Thrumpton,  and  lies  on  the  cross  road  from  Clifton 
to  Leke. 

Oid  "  Drunken  Barnaby"  seems  to  have  visited  Gotham  m 
me  of  his  poetical  journies  to  the  north ;  for  he  sings : 

«  Thence  to  Gotham,  where  sure  am  I, 
Though  not  all  fools,  I  saw  manj ; 
Here  a  she-gull  found  I  prancing, 
And  in  moonshine  nimbly  dancing ; 
There  another  wanton  madling, 
Who,  her  Hog  was  set  a  tadling." 

Mr.  Throsby,  however,  seems  of  a  different  opinion  from  honest 
Barnaby,  for  he  says,  that  he  now  thinks  the  inhabitants  of  this 
village  as  wise  as  their  neighbours.  A  variety  of  opinions,  indeed, 
have  gone  abroad  respecting  this  place.  Warton,  speaking  of 
"  the  idle  pranks  of  the  men  of  Gotham/9  is  rather  mistaken, 
when  he  calb  it  a  town  in  Lincolnshire  ;*  but  he  adds,  "  that 
such  pranks  bore  a  reference  to  some  customary  law  tenures  be* 
longing  to  that  place,  or  its  neighbourhood,  now  grown  obso- 
lete :  and  that  Blount  might  have  enriched  his  book  of  ancient 
tenures  with  those  ludicrous  stories/'  Heame  alsof  says,  "  nor 
is  there  more  reason  to  esteem,  The  merry  tales  of  the  mad  mem 
qf  Gotham,  (which  was  much  valued  and  cried  up  in  Henry  the 
eighths  time,  though  now  sold  at  ballad  singer's  stalls,)  as  alto- 
gether a  romance :  a  certain  skilful  person  having  told  me  more 
than  once,  that  they  formerly  held  lands  there,  by  such  sports 
and  customs  as  are  touched  upon  in  this  book/1 

But 
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But  Fuller*  says,  that  the  proverb  "  as  wise  as  a  man  of 
Gotham*  passeth  publicly  for  the  periphrasis  of  a  fool ;  and  an 
hundred  fopperies  are  forged  and  fathered  on  the  townsfolk  of 
Gotham/'  Still  he  thinks  it  no  more  remarkable  than  the 
customs  of  other  nations ;  for  it  has  been  well  observed,  that 
a  custom  seems  to  have  prevailed,  even  among  the  earliest 
nations,  of  stigmatizing  some  particular  spot  as  remarkable  for 
stupidity.  Amongst  the  Asiatics,  Phrygia  was  considered  as 
the  Gotham  of  that  day  ;  Abdera,  amongst  the  Thracians;  and 
Bceotia  among  the  Greeks.  Fuller,  however,  adds,  "  but  to  re* 
tarn  to  Gotham,  it  doth  breed  as  wise  people  as  any  which 
causelessly  laugh  at  their  simplicity.  Sure  I  am  Mr,  William 
de  Gotham,  fifth  master  of  Michael  House,  Cambridge,  anno 
1339,  and  twice  chancellor  of  the  University,  was  as  grave  a 
governor  as  that  age  ,did  afford :  and  Gotham  is  a  goodly  large 
lordship,  where  the  ancient  and  right  well  respected  family  of 
St.  Andrew  have  flourished  some  hundreds  of  years,  till  of  late 
the  name  is  extinct,  and  lands  divided  betwixt  female  coheirs 
matched  unto  very  worshipful  persons.0 

From  these  various  protests  in  favour  of  the  men  of  Gotham, 
it  is  evident  that  considerable  publicity  had  been  given  to  the 
.  many  ridiculous  fables  traditionally  told ;  particularly  of  their 
having  often  beard  the  cuckoo,  but  never  having  seen  her, 
and  therefore  hedged  in  a  bush  from  whence  her  note  seemed 
to  proceed,  that  being  confined  within  bo  small  a  compass,  they 
might  at  length  catch  her  and  satisfy  their  curiosity.  It  has 
been  observed  by  several  writers  in  the  last  century,  that  what 
gave  rise  to  the  story  is  not  now  remembered ;  but  they  all 
mention  that  there  is  at  a  place  called  "Courthill"  in  the  parish, 
a  bush  still  designated  by  the  name  of  the  "  Cuckoo  bush/1, 

The  editor  of  the  Magna  Britannia,  however,  might  almost 
be  suspected  of  being  a  Gothamite  himself,  from  the  warmth 
with  which  he  declares  that,  "  unless  some  good  reason  can  be 
produced,  it  ought  to  be  laid  aside,  and  never  mentioned  in 

history/ 
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history."  He  adds,  that  in  the  Conqueror's  Survey,  it  b  called 
"  Gatham,"  from  goats,  which  we  may  imagine  at  that  time 
were  plentiful  in  or  about  it ;  and  being  much  cherished  here, 
ft  was  hence  called  Goats-home  or  dwelling.  One  Story  was 
lord  of  part  of  this  manor  before  the  Norman  invasion;*  but 
after  that  it  was  taken  from  him,  being  a  Saxon,  and  given  by 
the  conqueror  to  Robert,  Earl  of  Morteyn,  one  of  his  Norman 
followers.     It  is  now  the  property  of  Pen  Asheton  Curzon,  Esq. 

The  village  stands  upon  a  gentle  rise,  whose  basis  is  gypsum 
or* alabaster,  which  seems  also  the  basis  of  the  hills  to  the  west 
fend  southwest  From  Clifton  hill  to  Gotham,  the  whole  country 
ba  dead  flat,  extending  to  the  Woulds  and  into  the  vale  of  Bel* 
voir ;  but  the  ground  rises  towards  East  Leek  and  Remston,  so 
*s  to  join  the  Leicestershire  hills.  To  the  west,  there  are  some 
very  fine  swelling  eminences,  partly  cltthed  in  wood ;  over 
these  the  road  runs  towards  Key  worth,  and  the  views  from 
them  into  Leicestershire  on  one  side,  and  over  Nottinghamshire 
towards  Lincolnshire  on  the  other,  are  very  fine.  Much  of  the 
land  round  the  village  is  common  field,  but  is  highly  suscep- 
tible of  cultivation ;  and  there  is  plenty  of  game  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood. 

The  village  church  is  antique,  and  is  dedicated  to  St  Lau- 
rence; it  has  a  nave  and  two  side  aisles;  but  the  spire  is  rather 
of  a  heavy  appearance.  The  whole  of  the  church  is  in  good 
repair,  and  the  chancel  has  been  rebuilt  about  thirty  years  ago. 
The  village  itself  only  consists  of  a  few  cottages,  not  remarkable 
for  neatness ;  it  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  the  inhabitants 
are  very  tenacious  of  their  parochial  honour,  as  the  editor  of 
these  sheets,  on  making  enquiry  on  the  spot,  could  not  meet 
with  any  person  who  seemed  to  know  any  thing  of  the  old 
Gothamite  stories.  For  this  wilful  ignorance,  however,  he  was 
made  ample  amends  by  a  talkative  landlady  at  the  village  inn 
at  East  Leek,  the  adjoining  parish,  who  seemed  to  have  trea- 
sured 
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--sored  in  her  memory  every  tale  that  bad  been  told  of  her 
neighbenrs. 

Comrtkill,  the  scene  of  toe  cuckoo-bush  story,  is  a  very  short 
distance  from  the  Tillage,  and  the  "  cuckoo  bush/'  is  most  cer- 
tainly still  in  existence  there ;  the  present  inhabitants  have  been 
wise  enough,  however,  to  tarn  this  bill  to  better  purpose  than 
their  ancestors  did,  as  they  work  on  the  side  of  it  two  very  fine 
quarries ;  one  of  gypsum,  or  piaster,  as  they  term  it,  in  very 
large  blocks,  the  strata  in  some  places  being  three  feet  in  thick* 
ness;  the  other  of  a  reddish  stone,  sufficiently  hard  for  build- 
ing, but  calcareous,  and  fit  either  to  born  into  lime,  or  to  polish 
as  marble.  Much  of  the  produce  of  these  quarries  is  now  car- 
ried to  the  canal,  and  there  shipped  for  the  wharfs  at  Notting- 
ham, from  whence  it  is  conveyed  to  various  parts  of  the  king- 
dom. 

The  book  alluded  to  by  Fuller  is  also  mentioned  by  Wal- 
pole,  who  says,  "  the  merry  tales  of  the  mad  men  of  Gotham,  - 
a  book  extremely  admired,  and  often  reprinted  in  that  age,  was 
written  by  Lucas  do  Heere,  a  Flemish  painter,  who  resided  in 
England  in  the  time  of  Elizabeth/'  Wood,  however,  is.  of  a 
different  opinion  respecting  the  author,  and  tells  us  they  were 
written  by  one  Andrew  Borde,  or  Amirea*  Per/bratu*  as  he 
ealb  himself  by  a  strange  kind  of  dog  Latin  paraphrase.  This 
T.xetious  gentleman  was  a  kind  of  travelling  quack ;  and  it  is 
supposed  that  the  name  and  occupation  of  a  "  merry  andrew," 
took  its  rise  from  some  of  the  professional  fooleries  of  this 
whimsical  charlatan.  There  is  an  old  black  letter  edition  of  the 
work,  now  in  the  Bodleian  library  at  Oxford :  it  is  called  "  Cer- 
taine  merry  tales  of  the  mad  men  of  Gotham,  compiled  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  eighth,  by  Dr.  Andrew  Borde,  an  eminent 
physician  ai  that  period ;"  but  it  would  far  exceed  our  limits 
to  tell  more  than  one  story,  which  is  related  nearly  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

•'  There  were  two  men  of  Gotham,  and  the  one  of  them  was 
going  to  the  market  of  Nottingham  to  buy  shecpe,  and  the 

other 


V 

192  KOTTUrOHAHftRtES. 

• 

other  came  from  the  market;  and  both  met  together  topon  Not* 
tingham  bridge.  Well  met,  said  the  one  to  the  other. 
Whether  bee  ye  going  ?  said  he  that  came  from  Nottingham. 
Marry,  said  he  that  was  going  thither,  I  goe  to  that  market  to 
buy  sheepe.  Buy  sheepe !  said  the  other,  and  which  way 
wilt  thou  bring  them  home  i  Marry,  said  the  other,  I  will 
bring  them  over  this  bridge.  By  Robin  Hood,  said  he  that 
came  from  Nottingham,  but  thou  shalt  not.  By  maid  Marian, 
said  he  that  was  going  thitherward,  but  I  will.  Thou  shalt  not 
said  the  one.  I  will,  said  the  other.  Ter  here  !  said  the  one* 
Skue  there !  said  the  other.  Then  they  beat  their  staves  against 
the  ground,  one  against  .the  other,  as  there  had  been  a  hundred 
sheepe  betwixt  them.  Hold  in,  said  the  one.  Beware  the 
leaping  over  the  bridge  of  my  sheepe,  said  the  other.  They 
shall  not  come  this  way,  said  the  one.  But  they  shall,  said 
the  other.  Then,  said  the  other,  and  if  that  thou  make  much  to 
do,  I  will  put  my  finger  in  thy  mouth.  A— thou  wilt,  said  the 
other.  And  as  they  were  at  their  contention,  another  man  of 
Gotham  came  by  from  the  market,  with  a  sacke  of  meale  upon 
his  horse,  and  seeing  and  hearing  his  neighbours  in  strife  about 
sheepe,  and  none  betwixt  them,  said,  ah!  fooles,  will  you 
never  learn  wit?  Helpe  me,  said  he  that  had  the  meale;  and 
lay  my  sack  upon  my  shoulder.  They  did  soe ;  and  he  went 
to  one  side  of  the  bridge,  and  unloosed  the  mouth  of  the  sacke, 
and  did  shake  out  all  his  meale  into  the  river.  Now  neighbours, 
said  he,  how  much  meale  is  there  in  my  sacke r  Marry! 
there  is  none  at  all,  said  they.  Now  by  my  faith,  said  he, 
even  as  much  wit  is  in  your  beads  to  strive  for  that  thing  you 
have  not.  Which  was  the  widest  of  all  these  three  persons, 
judge  you  ?" 

It  is  needless  to  expatiate  on  the  tales  of  the  two  brothers, 
one  of  whom  wished  for  as  many  oxen  as  he  saw  stars,  whilst 
the  other  wishing  for  a  pasture  as  wide  as  the  firmament,  they 
quarrelled  and  killed  each  other,  about  the  pasturage  of  the 
oxen;  nor  shall  we  show  so  little  respect  foi  the  foibles  of  the 

fair 
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(Jmr  sex,  as  to  notice  the  ingenuity  of  the  good  woman  of  Go* 
tham,  who  when  left  at  home  by  her  husband,  with  directions 
to  wet  the  meal  before  she  gate  it  to  the  pigs,  threw  the  meal 
into  the  well,  and  the  pigs  after  it :  these,  and  an  hundred  others, 
we  shall  leave  for  the  grave  chroniclers  of  the  neighbouring 
parishes  who  are  all  very  careful  to  remember,  what  the  people 
of  Gotham  seem  rather  anxious  should  be  forgotten.  The  sages 
6f  Gotham,  indeed,  have  a  tradition  that  their  folly  was  like  Ed- 
gar's madness,  put  on  for  the  occasion;  and  Mr.  Throsby  re- 
lates that  this  tradition  is,  that  the  Cuckoo  bush  was  merely 
planted  to  commemorate  a  trick  which  the  inhabitants  of 
Gotham  put  upon  King  John,  who,  passing  through  this  place 
towards  Nottingham,  and  intending  to  go  over  the  meadows, 
was  prevented  by  the  villagers  who  supposed  (as  men  of  Go- 
tham might,)  that  the  ground  over  which  a  king  passed  must 
ever  after  remain  as  a  public  road.  The  king,  incensed  at  their 
proceedingsy  sent  from  hw  court  soon  after  some  x>f  his  officers 
to  enquire  of  them  the  reason  of  their  incivility  and  ill  treat* 
ment,  in  order  that  he  might  duly  apportion  the  punishment, 
by  way  of  fine,  &c  The  Gothamites,  hearing  of  their  ap- 
proach, thought  of  an  expedient  to  turn  away  his  displeasure ; 
for  when  the  messengers  arrived,  they  found  some  of  the  inha- 
bitants endeavouring  to  drown  an  eel  in  a  pool  of  water ;  some 
employed  in  dragging  carts  upon  a  large  barn,  in  order  t6  shade 
flie  wood  from  the  sun ;  others  were  tumbling  their  cheese* 
down  hill,  that  they  might  find  their  way  to  Nottingham  market 
for  sale;  and  some  employed  in  hedging  in  a  cuckoo,  which 
bad  perched  upon  an  old  bush  that  stood  where  the  present  one 
now  stands;  in  short  they  were  all  occupied  in  some  foolish 
way  or  other,  which  convinced  the  king's  officers  that  they 
were  a  village  of  fools !  Thus  far,  Mr.  Throsby ;  but  at  the 
same  time  he  quotes  some  stanzas  from  an  humble  village  poet, 
who,  with  some  degree  of  irritation,  attempts  to  prove  that  they 
who  go  to  look  after  the  cuckoo  bush,  are  now  the  greatest 
fools!  But  then  the  cuckoo  bush  is  still  there  ;  and  if  the  an- 
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ctent  Cothamites  were  so  simple  at  to  plant  it,  we  cannot  help 
thinking,  thai  their  descendants  are  not  much  totter  for  being 
4qgry  with  those  who  choose  to  laugh  at  an  ancient  jesU 

Radcliffb  won  Soak,  was.  once  a  place  of  some  consev 
quence.  "Next  Kingston  standeth  Raddive,  alias. Batcliffr 
upon  Soar,  which  now  is  the  house  of  Henry  Sacheverell,  Esq.; 
but  anciently  it  was  the  inheritance  of  one  Priott,  alias  Pigott, 
and  after  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  of  whom  it  was  pur- 
chased."*  At  present  almost  the  whole  of  the  ancient  manor 
house  has  been  pulled  down*  except  a  small  part  turned  into  a 
farm  house;  and  the  old  dining  room,  which  is  now  occupied 
as  a  barn.  There  is,  however,  a  modern  seat  called  Batclifle 
Lodge,  the  residence  of  Thomas  Boulton,  Esq.  In  the  village 
is  a  free  school  for  six  poor  children ;  and  the  old,  decaying 
church  contains  nothing  worthy  notice,  except  an  humble,  yet 
true  and  striking,  description  of  mortality  and  of  the  compa- 
rative rapidity  of  human  life,  in  an  epitaph  on  Robert  Smith* 
born  in  the  first  year  in  the  last  century,  and  died  in  1782. 

"  FUty*i*e  jetft  it  was  and  losjething  stare, 
Clerk  of  this  pariah,  he  the  office  bore ; 
And  in  that  space,  'tit  awful  to  declare. 
Two  Gentraliont  buried  by  him  were."  ! 

Kingston  upon  Soar,  is  now  scarcely  deserving  of  the 
name  of  a  village.  "  Upon  the  same  river,  (Soar)  standeth  the 
towue  of  Kingston,  wherein  standeth  the  ruines  of  an  old  house, 
late  of  Antho  :  Babyngton,  Esq.  attainted  in  the  reign  of  Elisa- 
beth ;  but  now  it  is  the  inheritance  of  Gilbert  Earl  of  Salop.0* 
Of  this  building  nothing  remains  but  the  outward  wall  of  the 
court  and  gardens,  with  an  ancient  stone  gateway,  all  in  a  state 
of  dilapidation*  and  speaking  the  melancholy  tale  of  other 
times.  The  church  is  very  small,  with  a  curious  bell  turret 
of  the  simplest  form ;  it  is,  however,  well  worthy  the  notice  of 
the  antiquarian  tourist.  It  consists  of  two  aisles,  of  the  Gothic 
order,  with  some  small  Gothic  arches  in  the  chancel  of  great 

antiquity ; 
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antiquity ;  but  lit  date  is  carried  even  farther  back  by  the  Saxon 
doorway  in  the  western  porch.  From  the  arrangement  of  the 
Gothic  arches  in  the  walls  of  the  chancel,  it  is  evident  thai  the 
kdikting  has  once  been  much  larger ;  the  arch  leading  from  the 
nave  is  very  curious,  bat  the  Babyngton  monument  inside  the 
tAaneel  infinitely  more  so.  This  latter  consists  of  a  canopy 
farmed  on  a  semicircular  arch  supported  by  grotesque  ptHars' 
and  adotned  with  upwards  of  two  hundred  heads  of  a  babe  in  a 
ton,  Che  common  monumental  pun  on  the  family  name,  and 
which  the  architect  has  thought  sufficient  to  designate  the  owner 
without  any  inscription.  On  the  tomb,  under  this  arch,  once 
lay  a  figare,  but  that  has  long  since  been  removed,  and  the 
tom6  itself  bears  evident  marks  of  crumbling  to  dost  like  its 
tenant;  it  is  still,  however,  venerable  in  roia,  and  would  have 
been  more  so  if  our  modern  Vandal*  (for  it  would  be  paying 
then  too  high  a  compliment  to  call  them  Oath*,)  commonly 
known  by  the  appellation  of  church-warden*,  had  not  daubed  it  so 
completely  with  yellow  ochre,  as  to  have  filled  up  most  of  the 
salifications  in  the  highly  embossed  foliage  of  vine  leaves 
which  once  adorned  it  in  rich  alto  relief.  These  beautifiers  have 
been  at  work  on  the  elegant  Gothic  remains  on  the?  inside  of  the 
chancel  waits ;  they  have  not  yet,  however,  attempted  to  im- 
prove some  very  ancient  armorial  bearings  on  its  outside.  The 
carved  work  and  tracery  of  the  east  window  has  also  once  been 
Curious;  but  its  effect  totally  destroyed  by  the  white  wash 
and  plaister  of  these  annual  comoisuurs !  The  country  round 
Kingston  is  highly  cultivated;  and  the  views  into  Leicester- 
shire, on  descending  from  the  hills  of  the  wolds  are  rich  and 
extensive. 

East  Lkakb,  and  its  companion  Wast  Lbakb,*  are  said  to  de- 
rive their  narnes  from  the  Saxon  verb  "  Lecctan,"  to  water  or 
feoisten,  they  being  both  traversed  by  a  small  rivulet. 

The  former  is  a  large  village,  consisting  principally  of  Ann 
houses;  and  the  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  is  a  handsome 

N  9  specimen 

e  Sometimes  spelled  Letlj,  sad  Leak. 


specimen  of  the  later  Gothic,  in  very  good  preservation,  tn& 
having  a  very  handsome  turret  aj*l*pire>  containing  fonr  well 
toned  bells.  In  the  interior,  which  is  kept  in  good  order,  are 
some  ancient  benches  with  curious  cartings,  which  seem  to 
have  belonged  to  an  older  building.  Here  is  a  charity  school 
founded  by  John  Blay,  citiaen  of  London,  but  a  native  of 
Leake,  He  died  ki  17S1,  but  not  before  he  had  bodghfc  a 
piece  of  ground  for  its  supporti  for  which  he  paid  4MJI  He- 
also  bequeathed  IQL  to  every  farmer,  and  5A  to  every  cottager 
in  the  village. 

West  Leakb  has  some  sn»aU  remains  of  an  ancient  manor 
house ;  inhabited  some  years  ago  by  the  family  of  Chedwicli* 
but  now  giving  shelter  to  an  bumble  villager's  family*  The 
church  is  very  low,  and  seems  of  an  older  date  than  its  < 
panion.  In  a  niche  in  the  north  wall  axe  two  very  old  J 
meats,  each  containing  a  recumbent  figure;  there  is  also  one  of 
a  lady  in  the  chancel,  but  much  decayed. 
<  Sutton  Bonington  consists  of  two  parishes;  St  Anne's,  and 
St  Michael's  field.  The  principal  church  is  kept  in  very 
decent  order,  and  is  built  on  a  large  scale,  having  a  nave  and 
two  side  aisles;  the  other  is  much  smaller  but  more  ancient 
and  contains  one  venerable,  but  much  mutilated*  monument  in 
the  chancel.  Though  considered  now  as  one  town,  this  was  not 
the  case  formerly.  "  next  beneath  Normanton  standeth  upon 
the  river,  two  towns  called  vulgarly  Sutton  Bonington ;  .bat,  in 
truth,  the  more  southerly  is  Sutton  juxta  Bonington.  and  the 
other  is  Bonington."* 

,  Normanton  upon  Soar  is  but  a  small  village,  with  a  very. 
ancient  church  gone  much  to  decay,  and  nothing  rejparknbfo 
in  it  but  a  large  font,  used  when  baptism  was  performed  by 
dipping*  The  manor  was  once  in  possession  of  the  WiUougbjby 
family ;  but  is  now  the  property  of  two  eminent  breeders  and 
graaiors,  Messrs.  Buckley  and  Richards;  to  the.  former  of 

whom 
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whom  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford  gave  700  guineas  for  the  use 
t>f  one  of  his  rams,  for  one  season. 

Stanford  ts  a  pleasant  Tillage  on  the  verge  of  the  county, 
with  a  church  embowered  in  thick  foliage  and  forming  a  very 
pleasing  object.  It  is  pretty  large,  with  a  nave  and  two  side 
aisles,  and  a  very  extensive  chancel;  and  the  whole  kept  in 
m  good  condition.  In  the  roof  of  the  nave'  are  Many  figures 
curiously  carved,  serving  as*  supporters,  and  there  are  several 
ancient  monuments  of  the  Illingworths,  and  Lewises  late  pos- 
sessors, with  the  latter  of  whom  the  Dashwood  family  are  con- 
nected by  marriage.  The  square  tower  adorned  with  pin- 
nacles has  a  good  effect,  when  seen  peeping  from  amongst  the 
trees;  the  village  is  extremely  rural;  and  the  parsonage  house 
is  a  genteel  comfortable  dwelling. 

'  Stanford  HM,  the  seat  of  the  late  Charles  Vere  Dashwood,  Esq. 
is  a  great  ornament  to  this  vicinity.  It  stands  about  a  mile  from 
the  village,  on  a  gentle  eminence,  and  looking  down  upon  a 
pleasing  piece  of  water,  with  an  extensive  paddock,  and  some 
thriving  plantations  at  the  back  of  the  bouse,  formed  a  pleasing 
object  from  the  Loughborough  road.  The  modern  house  was  built 
nearly  on  the  scHe  of  the  old  manorial  edifice  about  forty  years 
ago,  with  more  attention  to  domestic  comfort,  than  to  external  or 
internal  show ;  it  comists  of  a  centre  of  handsome  elevation  of 
three  stories,  and  the  two  wings  assimilate  well  with  the  general 
plan. 

The  Dining  Room  has  some  good  family  portraits;  also  some 
landscapes,  particularly  a  very  fine  moonlight  piece.  The 
Library  also  contains  some  good  paintings,  with  portraits,  and 
a  horse  by  Stubbs.  The  Drawing  Room  is  most  remarkable  for 
its  very  fine  view  over  the  forest  hills  in  Leicestershire :  to  the 
left  are'Quarndon  woods  and  Mount  Sorrel;  in  front  is  Lough* 
borough,  in  the  midst  of  a  verdant  amphitheatre,  with  Burley 
and  Garendon  park,  in  the  latter  of  which  the  mansion  forms  a 
fine  object,  whilst  the  village  and  church  of  Stanford  com* 
ptete  the  foreground.    Now  advertised  to  be  let. 
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Rsstttvov*  is  a  pleeesnt  Tillage  in  this  neighbourhood,  < 
taining  two  good  bunting  seats  belonging  to  J.  Goodere,  and 
W.G.Wi|Uam*,  Esqrs.  the  old  manor  hoqse  beingaow  turned  into 
*  farmer's  dwelling.  The  parochial  concerns  of  this  village 
We,  undergone  a  considerable  change.  The  ancient  church 
was  St.'Petf  r*s  in  the  rushes*  standing  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
Tillage  in  which  was  an  old  chapel  long  in  disuse:  but  the  pre- 
sent church  whteb  stands  in  the  village  was  consecrated  in  1779, 
ajtd  built  out  of  the  ruins  of  these  two  sacred  edifices.  Its  stile  it 
neat,  and  its  interior  handsomely  arranged ;  with  a  tower  steeple 
and  five  bells ;  but  though  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  attend 
divine  service  in  it,  they  make  but  little  use  of  its  church  yard, 
chusing  rather  to  mingle  with  the  dust  of  their  departed  rela- 
tives in  the  old  burying  ground*  which  lies  in  a  retired  and 
sombre  situation,  and  has  twa  ancient  tomb*  one  of  which  is 
for  an  archdeacon  of  Nottingham. 

Thorpe  in  thb  Clods  is  in  this  neighbourhood*  of  which 
we  have  only  to  observe  that  Thoroton,  when  treating  of  it, 
complains  heavily  that  the  inclosures  had  depopulated  it  so 
much  in  his  time,  as  to  leave  not  a  house  inhabited  except  some 
part  of  the  ball,  and  a  Shepherd  who  kept  ale  to  sell  in  the 
church ! 

Corlinstock  or  Costock,  is  on  the  high  road  to  Lough* 
borough,  it  is  a  place  of  no  consequence,  though  pretty  ex* 
tensive :  consisting  principally  of  farm  houses.  The  church  is 
a  poor  building  of  one  aisle,  with  a  roof  like  a  barn,  and  a 
steeple  like  a  dove  cote;  some  remains  of  painted  glass  are  in 
the  windows,  and  on  the  outside  wall  is  part  of  a  mutilated 
monumental  figure,  probably  the  tomb  of  the  founder. 

Turning  to  the  left,  towards  Nottingham,  we  approach  Bvu- 
my,  a  straggling  village  on  the  high  road,  containing  about  sixty 
houses,  and  which  seems  to  have  been  indebted  principally  for 
its  origin  to  the  ancient  seat  of  Bummv  Pair  Hall,  once  the 
property  of  the  family  of  Parkyns,  and  now  of  their  descen- 
dant Lord  Ranclifie.    This  family  have  indeed  been  great  bene- 

factors 
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factors to  the  vttt*ge,as  H  contains*  g<>o*tcwo*4  hetise  uadbot- 
r>Ha),  the  fbiwer  being  d«ae  tblb€<4i«r€fc  ]Nirdg«tetH]4  «r#«t- 
ed  in  1709 for  the  poor  children  of  Bunny  end  Bradmere;  and 
the  latter  baring  four  rooms  for  four  poor  widow*,  and  endow* 
ed  by  Dame  Atone  Parkyns  wMi  101.  per  annum,  to  which 
her  husband,  8k  Thomas,  added  tt 

The  church  hat  a  nave  and  two  tide  aides ;  the  body  it  an* 
dent,  bat  the  ctancel  of  a  more  modern  date,  in  the  latter  it 
the  tomb  of  Sir  Thomas  Parkyns,  baft,  to  famous  at  a  wrestler 
in  the  last  century ;  also  a  monument  mi  the  body  of  the  church 
with  the  date  of  1606  for  Richard  Parkyns,  Esq.  lib  wife,  four 
tent,  and  four  daughters* 

Bunny  Pauk  Hall  it  a  strong  looking  heavy  building  close 
to  the  road  side,  with  a  very  heavy  gateway  in  front,  built  in 
the  ancient  style  of  two  centuries  ago.  The  house  itself  is  a 
massy  pile,  and  its  front  in  its  present  state  has  quite  the  appear* 
ance  of  a  ruin ;  and,  being  built  of  brick  with  stone  corners  and 
window  cases,  bat  quite  a  sombre  effect.  It  teems  indeed  to  be 
the  patch  work  of  different  periods J  but'  the  apartments  are 
lofty  and  commodious,  and  contain  many  good  family  portraits, 
amongst  which,  in  particular,  are  two  hi  the  dining  parlour  of 
the  late  Sir  Thomas  and  his  Lady,  by  Vauderbank;  but  the 
bouse  having  long  been  unoccupied  by  its  possessor,  even 
these  are  going  to  decay.  The  Park  has  a  fine  sheet  of  water, 
and  a  long  avenue  of  fine  lofty  trees;  it  hat  also  tome  good 
scenery,  which,  however,  Mr.  Throsby  unfortunately  calls  ro- 
mantic, though  it  merely  consists  of  some  gentle  swells  with 
dumps  of  ibteat  trees,  wish  a  profusion  of  bramble  and  other 
cover  for  game1. 

Sir  Thomas  Parkyns,  Bart,  who  lived  in  the  early  part  of  the 
last  century,  was  remarkable  for  his  skill  in,  and  fondness  for, 
thetffe/tiifestttiej.  By  the  inscription  on  his  monument  in 
the  church,  we  are  informed  that  he  was  a  great  wrestler,  and 
Justice  of  Peace  for  Notts  and  Leicestershire.  Also  that  he 
new«roofed  the  chancel,  built  the  vault  below,  and  erected  this 

N  4  monument 
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monument  wrought  out  of  *  fine  pieoe  of  marble  by  hi*  chap* 
lain  in  a  barn  \  that  he  studied  Physic  for  the  benefit  of  his 
neighbour*  9  wrote  the  "Qocnish  Hog.  Wrestler ;"  and  died  iu 
1741.  aged  7a 

vHe  had  two  wives ;  one  a  grand-daughter  of  a  London  alder- 
man; the  other  an  alderman's  daughter  of  York;  he  had  two 
or  three  stone  coffins  made  for  himself,  iu  .order  to  take  his 
choice,  and  there  is  one  of  them  now  in  the,  church  upoo 
cupied,  and  ready  for  whoever  wishes  for  it  Notwithstanding 
some  eccentricities  in  his  character,  he  was,  however*  upright 
and  intelligent,  and  possessed  all  the  learning  of  his  day ;  and 
at  his  decease  was  universally  lamented  as  a  most  excellent 
magistrate. 

On  bis  monument  in  the  church,  he  is  represented  in  a  poa- 
ture  ready  for  wresting;  and  on  another  part  of  it,  he  appears 
thrown  by  Time,  accompanied  with  a  stanza  sak|  to  be  written 
by  Dr.  Freind. 

"  Quasi  nodo  ittavirtiJongo  mteftajarae  tempos. 

Hie  rccobait  Britonum  clarus,  in  oifce  pagil, 
Jam  primus  stratus ;  prefer  teviceratomnea; 
De  te  etiam  victor,  quando  resurget,  erit." 
This  whimsical  epitaph  has  been  translated, 

"  At  length  he  falls,  the  long,  long  contest's  o'er. 
And  Time  has  thrown,  whom  none  e*er  threw  before  ; 
Yet  boast  not  Time!  thy  victory,  for  he 
At  last  shall  rist  again,  and  contjde?  Che**" 
Through  his  great  fondness  for  this  manly  exercise,  he  train- 
ed not  only  his  servants  and  neighbours,  but  also  many  others 
to  it,  and  often  exhibited  his  pupils  on  public  occasions  with  no 
little  fame :  and  by  his  will  he  left  a  guinea  to  be  wrestled  for 
every  Midsummer's  day,  as  well  as  money  to  the  ringers,  of 
whom  be  always  made  one  upon  these  occasions.    His  fondness 
for  displaying  his  skill  in  Latin  was  almost  equal  to  that  of 
wrestling :  over  a  seat  which  formerly  stood  by  the  road  aide* 
was  this  inscription ; 

*'  Hie  scdeas  Viator  si  tu  deressos  et  tmVulaiuto." 

Nay, 
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Kay,  even  bis  horse  block  was  made  a  reporter  to  posterity  of 
the  honour  of  a  visit  from  a  Judge  on  the  circuit  by,  « Hinc 
Jnstkiarius  Dormer  equum  ascendere  solebat  !" 

His  book  on  the  "  In  play,  or  the  Cornish  Hug  Wrestler/* 
contain*  many  quaint  specimens  not  only  of  his  style  but  of 
his  ideas  on  that  subject ;  and  an  admirer  of  his,  a  Mr.  Tunstati, 
says  in  a  prefatory  address,  that  Horace  was  wrong  in  satiriz- 
ing the  Soman  youths  for  hissing  the  tragedies  at  the  Amphi- 
theatre and  calling  for  their  wrestlers  and  boxers  ;«-»heib*n 
prophesies  that, 

49  — — -  Vig'rous  youths  will  exercise  tbe  field. 
And  fam'd  Olympia,  to  tby  Bunny  yield  ; 
Then  new  epochas  from  thy  sports  shall  rise, 
And  future  years  be  reckon'd  from  thy  priie  ;* 
And  men  shall  question  where  tbe  date  to  place, 
To  thy  new  annals,  or  to  Anna's  peace— 
The  limber  minuet,  and  fantastic  shrug, 
Shall  yield  the  honour  to  thy  Cornish  Hugg. 
Then  cheated  damsels  shall  no  more  embrace 
Tbe  feeble  offspring  of  a  flimsy  race. 
Bat  quit  their  Bullies,  and  discard  their  Beanx, 
And  from  thy  ring  their  lusty  husbands  choose." 

Sir  Thomas  himself,  in  speaking  of  the  excellence  of  bis 
art,  says  "  I  receive  no  limberhams,  no  darling  sucking  bottles 
who  must  not  rise  at  Midsummer  till  eleven  of  the  clock,  till 
the  fire  has  aired  his  room,  and  clothes,  of  his  colliquative 
sweats,  raised  by  high  sauces  and  spicy  forced  meats,  where 
the  cook  does  the  office  of  the  stomach,  with  the  emetic  tea 
table,  set  out  with  bread  and  butter  for  's  breakfast;  I'll  scarce 
admit  a  Sheep  eater ;  none  but  beef  eaters  will  go  down  with 
me."  He  then  endeavours  to  inspire  his  readers  with  a  fond- 
ness for  the  art  by  the  hopes  of  gaining  the  approbation  of  the 
fair  sex,  laughs  at  the  Norfolk  Out  play,  and  (though  with  a 

marginal 

•  Of  a  guinea  •  year  it  Midsummer  ! ! ! 
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note  of  Hmd  xtit  qui  maiypenx,)  gives  a  sly  knot 
•host  the  Bedfbsdshive  In  play,  and  the  close  Comish  Hug. 

Near  to  Bonny  it  Brmdmort,  a  mere  hamlet,  but  noticed 
toe  from  ita  having  a  Tower  and  spire  withou$  m  ckmrck :  the 
latter  was  burnt  down  some  years  ago,  and  the  inhabitant! 

RmnmoTO**  which,  however,  is  only  a  Chepefry  to  ffop- 
fi*4  the  eaother  cfenreh,  standing  in  a  field.  This  ancient 
chore*,  huHt  in  the  Saxon  style,  had  a  lofty  spire  steeple  and 
many  carious  monuments  with  cross-legged  figures ;  but  bar* 
ing  been  long  neglected,  and  become  so  ruinous  as  to  be  in 
danger  of  falling,  a  license  was  obtained  from  the  archbishop 
in  1773,  to  pull  it  down.  For  this  purpose  some  of  the  work* 
men  from  the  neighbouring  collieries  were  employed,  who,  by 
their  architectural  skill  joined  to  the  taste  of  the  church  war- 
dens for  the  time  being,  contrived  to  mutilate  and  even  to  de- 
stroy almost  all  the  monumental  memorials.  Indeed  Mr. 
Tbrosby  asserts  that  the  materials  were  taken  to  mend  the 
roads,  to  build  bridges,  and  erect  pigsties,  and  the  grave  stones 
taken  op  to  cover  the  sink  holes  in  the  village  streets ! 

The  village  of  Ruddington  itself  is  of  considerable  site ;  it 
has  a  respectable  freeschool  founded  by  James  Peacock,  citi- 
zen of  London  in  1641 ;  and  here  also  was  formerly  a  college 
founded  by  William  Babyngton,  Esq.  by  license  of  king  Hen- 
ry the  sixth,  for  a  warden  and  four  chaplains,  which  he  endowed 
with  revenues  valued  at  SO/.* 

The  chapel  is  of  considerable  antiquity,  and  is  mentioned  by 
Thoroton ;  and  here  is  every  Sunday  a  dole  of  bread  to  the 
poor  who  attend  Divine  Service,  amounting  to  four  dozen  and 
a  half  of  loaves,  s 

The  tourbt  will  find  much  amusement  in  his  ramble  to  the 
south  east  of  Nottingham,  (still  in  Rushcliffe  hundred)  and  the 
first  object  of  his  notice,  after  admiring  the  commodious  ca- 
nal with  its  bridges,  wharfs,  fee.  will  be 

Wist 

•  Tinner's  Monttticon. 
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Wis*  «m»*ww,  a  pleasing  wiellbuiU,  Bade  village,  lit 
chnrcb  is  dedicated  to  St.  Giles,  and  consists  of  anife  and 
•ids  aide;  ka  light  tower,  winch  cetmata  these  bells,  appear* 
to  great  advaatag e  peeping  above  the  trees  which  surrennd  it; 
its  inserter  is  kept  in  very  nes*  order,  audit  has  still  eemefev 
mains  of  armorial  glass,  which  the  annual  beantHiers  have  oat 
yet  begun  to  whitewash.  "The  Treat  gee*  fees*  Clifton  to 
the  bridge  of  Nottingham,  called;  the  Trent  bridge*  and  an- 
ciently Hake  bake  bridges ;  at  the  sooth  eod  whereof  it  the 
town  of  Bridgeford  baik  by  the  famous  Lady  of  Mereia,  to  ve* 
repreaa  the  violence  of  the  Danes,  who-  possessed  Notting- 


Eowaltom  is  m  small  village  on  the  London  mad,  not  very 
remarkable  for  neatness  or  comfort ;  but  this  most  in  a  great 
degree  be  attributed  to  its  moorish  situation,  Thvesby  saye, 
that  some  years  ago  the  land  coold  scarcely  be  let  at  any  price; 
the  improved  system  of  drainage,  however,  has  now  improved 
the  pariah,  consisting  of  7*0  acres  of  old  rnelomire.  In  the 
yard  of  the  chapel,  which  is  dedkased  to  the  Holyrood,  there  isa 
grave  stone  of  an  old  woman,  who  possessing  some  landed 
property,  was  supposed  hy  the  sepulchral  poet  of  the  village 
to  have  lived  open  the  fat  of  the  land,  as  he  has  added  to  the 
wool  obttoary  notice, 

"fibs  diaak  good  sis,  good  euftsb,  siriwin*  ; 
Ami  ltv'd  to  the  ssjs  of  aittftysies.* 

Tollbston  Hall  the  seat  of  Peodoc  Neale  Barry,  Esq.  is  n 
short  distance  from  Edwalton.  The  house  has  been  lately  re- 
built in  imitation  of  the  Gothic  with  towers,  carrot*  &c  and 
with  a  cloister  which  communicates  with  the  church.  It  is  a 
pleasing  looking  building;  bat  wants  that  vastness  both  of 
height  and  extent  which  is  the  very  essence  of  Gothic  sao/mary, 
Bod  without  which,  towers,  turrets,  and  pointed  windows,  are 

almost 
•  Hvl.  CoL  348  54. 
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almost  as  absurd  as  battlements  on  apigatye,  or  a  fay  cart ! 
The  grounds  are  very  extensive,  ,and  if  put  into  good  order 
would  have  a  fine  effect,  though  they  lie  entirely  on  a  flat. 
.The  new  gateway,  and  die  lodge  near  it,  together  with  the 
-bridge,  will  all  assimilate  well  with  the  surrownding  scenery. 
.  The  tillage  .is  very  small,  the  church  ancient;  and  the  IV- 
eonage  bouse  a  coaaforiabk  and  respectable  looking  residence. 

To  give  even  slight  notices  of  Cotgrwoc,  Pium$ra  and  seve- 
ral ether  pleasing  little  Tillages  in  this -neighbourhood,  woeid 
Jar  exceed  oar  possible  limits ;  nor  can  we  say  more  of  Jfer* 
wortA,  than>  that  although  a  village  of  not  more  than  thirty 
houses,  it  has  not  only  a  church  but  also  a  meeting  house 
lately  erected.  The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  9t  Mary 
Magdalen,  has  a  nave  and  two  dark  side  aisles,  and  a  carious 
tower,  with  another  raised  Upon  it, 

Stanton  ok  the  Wotos,  is  another  small  place  in  this 
neighbourhood,  which  we  were  not  tempted  to  examine  with 
any  .very  critical  accuracy  whilst  pedestrianising  over  the 
AVolds;  butTbrosby  says,  that  the  church  is  below  description 
and  is  of  all  others,  within  and  without  (with  respect  to  the 
latter  of  which  we  can  Cully  agree  with  him)  the  most  despt* 
estble  he  ever  saw.  When  he  was  here  about  twenty  years 
ago,  one  family  only  went  to  it,  making  a  congregation  of  fear 
or  five;  and  the  other  families,  he  says,  were  all  either  Dissen- 
ters or  Absenters,  and  like  the  pioas  folks  in  Cromwell's  time 
amused  themselves  with  breaking  the  church  windows.  By 
the  parish  register  of  1788,  it  appears  that  a  young  damsel  of 
the-  parish  was  baptized  and  married  on  the  same  day  ;  at  the 
age  of  twenty. 

In  this  neighbourhood  the  remains  of  the  ancient  Fosseway 
are  in  high  preservation,  or  more  strictly  speaking,  have  not 
yet  been  destroyed*  Horsley  observes,  #  that  this  Fosseway 
proceeds  directly  from  Bath  to  Lincoln,  and  has  been  continued 
bfyond  Bath  as  far  as  Ilchester,  if  not  quite  to  the' sea.    Stake- 

•  Hanky  Briun,  Rom,  J88. 
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ly,  indeed,  thinks  it  1ms  been  carried  as  far  as  Seaton  on  tie 
eoast.  Great  pari  of  this  road,  which  is  undoubtedly  of  Ra- 
man workmanship,  has  had  no  part  of  an  Iter  on  it,  though 
ruining  tfcaough  the  very  heart  of  the  kingdom,  except  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  sixth  Iter  of  Antoninus  and  middle  part  of  the 
eighth;  but  the  route  from  Vcnonia  (Claycester)  to  lAndum,  (now 
Lincoln)  has  undoubtedly,  in  the  opinion  of  Horsley,  been 
on  the  other  part  of  it,  and  he  seems  to  join  in  the  opinion 
of  others  that  it  has  been  continued  from  Lincoln  to  the  sea 
coast. 

Speaking  of  the  Ledge  upon  the  Wolds,  which  is  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood* Stukeley  says  that  in  1724  here  was  an  Inn,  under 
a  great  wood  upon  the  declension  of  a  stiff  clayey  bill.  Here 
the  pavement  upon  the  road  is  very  manifest,  of  great  blue  flag 
stones  laid  edgeways  very  carefully.  The  quarries,  whence 
they  took  them*  are  upon  the  side  of  the  bill*  This  pavement 
it  two  feat  broad  or  more,  and  is  still  very  visible  where  not 
covered  wtyh  dirt.*  If,  is  still  in  the  same  s$ate,  and  gives  a 
▼ery  good  idea  of  the  ancient  Roman  roads ;  and  about  Ow- 
thorpe  particularly  is  so  sink  in  the  Fosse,  that  an  army  might 
be  marched  without  observation  for  many  miles. 

Owtbobps  Hall  is  now  a  venerable  pile,  and  stands  pn  a 
very  retired  situation,  forming  an  object  of  considerable  inte- 
rest from  its  connection  with  a  man  of  some  eminence  daring 
the  civil  wars. 

Colonel  Julius  Hutchinson,  its  founder,  was  an  active  par- 
liamentary partisan  in  this  county  during  that  unhappy  period, 
and  was  for  some  time  governor  of  Nottingham  Castle.  Though 
be  sat  in  judgement  upon  his  unfortunate  Sovereign,  yet  it  ap- 
pears that  no  very  active  means  were  taken  to  apprehend  him 
at  the  Restoration,  and  he  seems  to  have  lived  secretly,  though 
perhaps  by  a  tacit  forbearance,  in  bis  house  at  Owtborpe  for 
some  years,  in  which  was  a  room  made  for  defence,  as  Thros- 
by  says,  with  apertures  to  fire  through  in  case  of  an  attempt  to 

take 
Vide  Stultplr\*i  Irinrnrv. 


JOS  WOTTIBOHAHSHimi, 

takebim*     Such  a  defence  as  this,  indeed,  could  never  have 
been  seriously  intended,  and  woaid  bate  been  of  very  little 
•rail.    He  bad  no  opportunity  of  trying  it,  however,  for  be  wa» 
getafed  within  a  few  yards  of  bis  own  house,  whilst  on  bis  way 
to  the  church  that  stands  within  less  than  a  stone's  throw  of  it, 
in  the  year  I W8  at  a  period  when  many  were  taken  op  for  sop- 
posed  treasonable  offences ;  some  tried,  and  others  imprisoned 
for  life,  amongst  the  latter  of  whom  was  the  Colonel.     Mr. 
Dickinson  in  his  History  of  Southwell,  observes  that  though 
old  and  infirm,  and  particularly  out  of  health,  yet  he  was  har- 
ried ih  a  dark  night  by  a  party  of  horse  under  the  command 
of  Cornet  Atkinson,  without  open  accusation  or  written  war* 
rant,  from  his  dwelling  to  the  gaol  at  Newark,  where  he  wai 
detained  for  several  days.  Now  we  will  grant  that  this  treatment 
was  Hlegal,  and  unconstitutional ;  yet  surely  Colonel  Hutchin- 
son, who,  without  legal  warrant  but  merely  by  a  precept  issoed 
by  rebels,  had  eat  upon  the  trial  of  his  Sovereign,  and  without 
any  law  whatever  had  condemned  him  to  death,  must  have 
been  the  last  person  to  complain  of  illegal  treatment ! 

The  bouse  itself  is  now  occupied  by  a  maiden  lady  who 
lives  in  great  retirement.*  It  is  large,  and  forms  a  square, 
with  handsome,  lofty,  and  convenient  apartments,  but  with 
Btrle  ornament,  A  handsome  flight  of  steps  reads  into  a  hall, 
which  occupies  the  centre  of  the  edifice  and  is  lighted  by  two 
large  windows  at  tbe  entrance,  and  by  one  of  very  considera- 
ble sise  at  the  farther  end.  The  view  from  it  is  very  fine,  as 
k  stands  on  an  eminence  at  a  small  distance  from  the  foot  of  the 
range  of  hills,  below  which  ttoe  Fosseway  takes  its  direction, 
and  the  eastern  side  opens  upon  a  very  fine  terrace ;  but  as  the 
bouse  has  been  almost  deserted  ever  since  the  beginning  of  the 
last  century  its  garden*  and  grounds  are  quite  in  a  state  of  dcso- 
btkrn.    The  Editor  of  the  Colonel's  Memoirs,  when  speaking 

of 

•  Miss  Rensliaw  it  the  occupant.    The  present  possessor  of  Owtborpe,  hj 
purchase  in  1773,  is  Sir  George  Smith  Bromley,  Bart. 
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of  tbe  sale  of  this  place,  observes  that  the  most  extraordinary 
and  gratifying  circumstance  (to  tbe  existing  descendants)  was 
the  veneration  for  the  family  which  still  subsisted,  and  whicb 
at  the  period  when  tbe  last  possessor  had  by  his  will  ordered 
this  and  all  his  estates  in  Nottinghamshire  to  be  sold,  and  the 
produce  given  to  strangers,  induced  the  tenants  to  offer  a  largn 
advance  of  their  rents,  and  a  good  share  of  the  money  neces* 
sary  for  purchasing  the  estates,  in  order  to  enable  the  remains 
of  the  family  to  come  and  settle  among  them* 

The  church  which  is  very  small,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Mar* 
garet,  stands  near  tbe  house.  It  consists  only  of  tbe  nave  and 
one  aisle,  with  a  small  chanceL  The  tower  is  low,  and  has 
but  one  belL  Within  are  several  large  monuments  of  the 
Hutchinson  family,  consisting  of  figures  as  large  as  life  laying 
under  canopies  supported  by  carved  and  twisted  pillars,  &c 
and  decorated  with  all  the  monumental  frippery  of  the  seven*  • 
teenth  century. 

Colston  Basset  is  close  to  Owthorpe,  and  is  a  pleasing  let- 
tie  village,  with  a  very  elegant  house,  the  residence  of  Williaaa 
Milnes,  Esq.  The  church  has  a  peal  of  five  very  deep  and 
solemn  toned  bells.  The  villagers  have  a  tradition  that,  when 
this  place  was  suffering  under  the  plague  in  1604,  the  inhabU 
tants  of  Nottingham  and  Bingham  not  only  refused  to  permit 
any  articles  to  be  brought  from  hence  to  their  matkets,  tat 
even  cut  off  all  communication  with  them  whatever,  so  that' 
they  were  left  to  shift  for  themselves,  to  live  or  die,  as  it'pleaa* 

Kxnoultom  may  be  distinguished  from  hence  by  the  lofty 
tower  of  its  chapel,  which  we  believe  has  been  lately  rebuilt, 
having  long  been  in  a  wretched  state.  The  church,  ^dedicated 
to  St.  Wilford,  is  now  a  ruin  at  some  distance  jrom  the  village.; 
but  there  is  nothk^g  farther  worthy  of  notice. 

At  Hicklim,g  some  silver  Roman  coins  have  been  found; 
which  are  in  confirmation  of  the  opinion  of  Camden,  that  it 
was  a  Roman  station  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Fossevray. 

Wiixouchst 
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Willougmby  on  the  Wold  is  considered  by  Horsley  a* 
an  ancient  Roman  station,  and  as  the  Vcrnom$htm  so  •ftett 
mistaken  for  Margidunum. 

•  The  village  is  pretty  extensive,  and  has  an  appearance  ex* 
tremely  rural,  from  the  whole  length  of  it  being  shaded  by  a 
double  row  of  trees,  whose  thick  embowering  foliage  shelters 
its  beautiftrl  cottages.  Though  so  retired  in  its  situation,  it 
could  not,  however,  escape  the  baneful  effects  of  civil  commo- 
tion, but  was  the  scene  of  a  bloody  contest  in  the  unhappy 
days  of  Charles,  an  action  having  taken  place  here  at  Wil- 
lovghby  field.  A  cross  of  a  lofty  construction  stands  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  Tillage,  but  having  no  inscription,  its  origin  or  date 
fs  unknown.  It  consists  of  one  stone,  five  yards  long ;  and 
its  appearance  gave  such  offence  to  the  pious  soldiery  of  Crom- 
well in  the  civil  wars,  that  they  had  tied  ropes  round  it  in  order 
to  pull  it  down ;  but  their  religious  enthusiasm  was  so  much 
damped  by  some  strong  beer  given  to  them  by  the  vicar,  after 
he  had  made  a  long  speech  in  defence  of  its  innocence,  that 
it  was  permitted  by  those  apostles  of  the  church  militant  to  re- 
main unmolested. 

*  The  church  is  dedicated  to  St  Mary  and  All  Saints,  and  has 
a  nave  with  two  side  aisles ;  one  of  which  is  inclosed  by  railing 
in  order  to  preserve  the  family  memorials  of  the  Willoughbys. 
In  this  latter,  at  the  entrance  is  a  stone  with  this  inscription : 

"  Here  lieth  the  body  of  Colonel  Stanhope,  who  was  slain  in 
Willoughby  field  in  the  month  of  July  1648,  in  the  24tb  year 
of  his  age,  being  a  soldier  of  king  Charles  the  1st.'* 

A  table  monument  surrounded  with  battlements,  stands  in 
the  centre,  with  angels  in  niches ;  on  it  lies  a  Jcnigbt  in  armour 
with  a  roll  or  wreath  round  his  helmet,  and  by  bis  side  his  lady 
•with  a  curious  mitred  head  dress. ' 

A  very  graceful  monumental  figure  of  a  lady,  with  a  dog  at 
her  feet,  is  placed  under  the  south  wall ;  and  in  the  choir,  un- 
der fM  arched  wall,  with  plain  modern  pillars  supporting  it  in 

front, 


HOTTING  H  A  MSHIRRk  t09 

front,  there  is  another  knight  in  warlike  caparison,  his  tomb 
completely  coTered  with  armorial  bearing*. 

WiLtouoHtfY  Brook  lies  between  Willoughby  and  Over* 
Broughton  ;  and  on  the  Willoughby  side  of  the  road,  there  is  a 
tumulus  which  marks  the  vicinity  of  the  Roman  station*  This 
is  no  wN  called  Crossbill ;  and  there  is  a  revel  or  annual  festival 
held  upon  it,  which  is  supposed  to  be  founded  on  some  tradi- 
tionary festival  of  the  Roman  mythology. 

Stukely  tells  us  that  the  old  Roman  town  (of  which  the  re* 
mains  of  the  agger,  or  ditch  and  mound  surrounding  the  camp 
still  exist)  was  in  a  field  called  "  Henings,"  a  British  word  al- 
lusive to  the  ancient  meadows.  Here,  according  to  the  tradi* 
lion,  there  was  an  old  city  once  called  Long  Billington ;  but 
since  that,  the  Blackfield,  in  common  discourse,  from  the 
colour  and  excessiap  richness  of  the  soil  which  never  requires 
manure* 

Tradition  also  says,  that  at  a  barn  at  a  place  called  Wells, 
there  once  was  a  church ;  and  also  that  the  city  once  extended 
so  far.  Stukely  adds,  that  in  his  time  the  people  in  the  vicinity 
had  a  notion  of  great  riches  being  under  ground ;  and  that  there 
was  a  vulgar  report,  that  one  balk  or  mere  (that  is  a  division 
between  the  plowed  fields)  had  as  much  money  under  it  as 
would  have  purchased  the  whole  lordship ;  but  it  seems  they 
had  been  often  frightened  by  spirits  whilst  attempting  to  dig  it 
up,  of  which  also  there  were  many  curious  stories.  Notwith- 
standing these  sprites,  however,  of  late  years  some  coins  and 
other  antiquities  have  been  found. 

Upper  or  Ovbr  Brououtom  has  nothing  remarkable;  but 
we  mention  it  as  a  pleasant  village,  and  the  last  on  the  London 
road,  being  on  the  very  verge  of  Leicestershire.  Near  it  also 
is  Widmerpook  through  which  runs  the  coach  road  ;  and  the 
country  rising  here  from  the  vale  of  Belvoir,  into  the  Leices- 
tershire hills,  produces  a  diversity  of  prospect  extremely 
pleasing. 
The  tourist  will  not  quit  the  environs  of  Nottingham,  without 
Vol.  XII.  O  visiting 
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visiting  Coiwkjk  Hall,  the  seat  of  the  Mwter*  family,  which 
though  standing  on  a  flat,  yet  being  backed  with  sometive 
wooded  hills,  and  having  the  si rver  Trent  in  front,  witfi  thg 
extensive  plains  on  its  southern  bank,  has  a  very  imp 
appearance.  It  is  about  three  miles  from  Nottingham,  at « 
north  bank  of  the  river,  and  -forms  the  termination  to  tti 
agreeable  evening's  walk.  The  steep  rock  at  its  rear*  rl 
in  abrupt  precipices,  and  finely  tufted  with  overhanging  i 
produces  a  good  effect  in  every  point  of  view,  and  in  the  i 
the  silent  hour  of  evening,  throws  a  sombre  shade  ov 
village  church  embosomed  in  foliage.  Hie  Park  ts  1 
bat  comprehends  much  of  this  charming  scenery  wHhM-  tjfey- 
pafe,  and  is  stocked  with  the  an  tiered  natives  of  the  Ibcqriff' 
The  pleasure  grounds  and  ornamental  plantations  are,  compatv  1 
tively,  more  extensive  than  the  park,  and  exhibit  a  good  spetfr 
men  of  modern  improvement  engrafted  on  the  ancient  model. 
But  the  house  is  the  principal  object,  and  consists  of  a  very 
elegantly  elevated  centre  crowned  with  a  pediment  resting  on 
four  well  proportioned  Ionic  pillars,  and  joined  by  two  wings 
of  one  lofty  story  with  entablature  supported  by  square  pilas- 
ters with  plain  capitals,  and  lightened  much  in  its  effect  by  a 
handsome  ballustraded  parapet;  the  whole  doing  much  credit, 
not  only  to  the  inventive  genius  of  the  designer,  Mr.  John 
Carr  of  York,  but  also  to  the  executive  taste  of  the  superin* 
tending  architect,  Mr.  Stretton.  In  the  grounds  there  is  also 
a  well  constructed,  and  indeed  even  elegant,  dogkenne),  con* 
ducted  by  the  same  artists. 

The  Church  which  stands  close  to  the  house,  is  dedicated  to 
St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  contains  some  ancient  monuments  of 
the  Byron  family  ;  also  for  that  of  Musters,  the  present  pas. 
sessors,  by  one  of  which  on  the  north  side  of  the  chancel  it 
appears  that  the  chancel  was  rebuilt,  and  the  church  repaired, 
by  Sir  John  Musters,  knt  in  1684, 

Carlton  is  a  village  of  considerable  size,  near  to  Col  wick, 

and  is  entirely  supported  by  the  stocking  manufacture ;  here 

f  also 
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also  is  Gbdling,  of  which  we  find  nothing  remarkable,  ex* 
cept  a  curious  fact  of  aa  old  soldier  who  died  in  the  workhouse 
in  1797,  in  the  96th  year  of  his  age,  and  having  been  in  all 
the  battles  in  the  German  war  about  the  middle  of  the  last  ceft- 
tury,  enjoyed  a  pension  from  Government,  which  enabled  trim 
to  lire  comfortably ;  but  having  tried  to  live  in  several  families 
in  the  village,  at  last  boarded  himself  in  the  workhouse,  where 
he  resided  for  many  years.  Mr.  Throsby,  indeed,  tells  a  long 
story  of  two  stone  coffins  in  the  church  yard,  which  have  oc- 
casionally had  different  tenants,  who  on  these  occasions,  like 
the  victims  on  the  iron  bed  of  Procrustes,  were  always  made  to 
fit  them.  He  also  mentions  a  stone  which  "  bare  this  inscrip- 
tion, but  now  defaced,—"  Here  lieth  the  body  of  Joseph 
Smalley,  whose  mother  was  60  years  old,  when  be  was  born." 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  is  Holme  Piiipoint,  a 
pleasant  but  very  small  village.  "Within  this  hundred  (Bing- 
ham) about  two  miles  beneath  the  bridges  of  Notts,  upon  the 
said  river,  .is  the  town  of  Holme,  called  Holme  Pierpoint,  in 
which  »  the  possession  of  Sir  Henry  Pierpoint,  a  very,aucient 
gentleman  of  the  shire.  Before  it  was  the  inheritance  of  one 
Manvers,  whose  heire  the  ancestor  of  Sir  Henry  Pierpoint 
married  about  the  time  of  Edward  1st.'1 

jjHolmi  Pikepoint  Houss  is  still  a  large  and  ancient  build- 
ing, though  much  of  it  at  times  has  been  pulled  down.  It 
stands  close  to  the  church,  and  is  now  completely  repaired 
and  cased  in  imitation  of  stone,  forming  a  very  handsome  spe- 
cimen of  the  Gothic  of  the  later  ages. 

The  church  is  rich  in  moral  monuments,  in  altar  tombs,  and 
|n  ancient  armorial  brasses.  Its  form  is  Gothic,  but  in  the  style 
of  the  time  of  Henry  the  seventh,  with  large  and  numerous 
windows,  a  square  tower,  and  a  handsome  lofty  spire,  and  con- 
sisting of  a  nave  and  side  aisle. 

The  family  vault  of  the  late  dukes  of  Kingston,  and  of  the 
present  Pierpoint  family,  is  in  the  north  side  of  the  choir, 
with  a  lofty  monument  over  it  supported  by  Corinthian  pil- 

02  larv 
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lart,  and  most  gloomily  ornamented  with  death'*  head*  i» 
wreaths,  intermixed  with  fruit  and  foljage.  Its  inscription  is 
rather  in  a  superior  style  of  sepulchral  bombast.  "  Here  ryeth 
the  Illustrious  Prince**  Gertrude,  Countess  of  Kingston,  daugh- 
ter to  Henry  Talbot,  Esq*  son  to  George  late  Earl  of  Shrews- 
bury. She  was  married  to  the  most  Noble  and  Excellent  Lord 
Robert,  Earl  of  Kingston,  &c."  A  very  fine  altar  tomb  to  the 
memory  of  Sir  Henry  Pierpoint,  knt  in  1615,  is  on  the  south 
side ;  he  is  in  armour,  and  in  the  usual  attitude  of  prayer.  On 
the  sides  of  the  tomb  are  a  son,  four  daughters,  and  an  infant 
in  swaddling  clothes  ;  and  over  it  a  highly  ornamented  tablet 
containing  the  inscription*  Near  it  is  another  who,  by  his  habit 
of  a  pilgrim,  seems  to  have  been  to  the  Holy  land  ;  he  has 
angels  playing  round  bis  head.  Here  too  was  buried  yoong 
Oldham,  considered  as  a  poet  of  considerable  merit,  and  pa* 
tronized  by  William  Earl  of  Kingston,  who  also  wrote  the 
very  elegant  inscription  on  his  monument. 

Radclifpe  on  Trent  near  to  this,  is  particularly  remarkable 
er  its  very  romantic  scenery,  standing  upon  a  lofty  cliff  oo 
the  south  bank  of  Trent,  from  which  it  takes  its  name,  and 
which  affords,  it  some  very  fine  prospects  over  the  vale  watered 
by  that  meandering  river*  Its  vicinity  is  extremely  pleasing 
from  the  goodness  of  the  roads,  and  from  the  number  of  gcup- 
teel  villas  which  embellish  it  The  village  itself  is  very  ex- 
tensive, and  is  very  active  in  the  hosiery  manufactory.  The 
church  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  has  a  handsome  spire  steeple, 
with  four  bells ;  the  nave  and  chancel  are  both  spacious,  and 
kept  in  good  order;  but  the  only  monument  of  note  is  a  wooden 
figure  of  Stephen  Ratclifie  the  founder,  and  which  must  there- 
fore  be  very  ancient.* 

BINGHAM 

It  has  bees  proposed  at  a  question  to  antiquaries,  wty  are  wooden,  mo- 
ijoiucntal  figure*  set  up,  in  places  where  stone  might  have  been  easily  pats* 
cured ?  bui  never  answered. 
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lies  a  short  distance  from  Radcliffe.  Its  situation  is  rather  low  ; 
but  being  surrounded  with  high  grounds  all  in  a  rich  state  of 
cultivation,  the  views  in  its  vicinity  are  both  extensive  and 
pleasing.  The  town  itself,  though  once  of  considerable  re- 
pute from  its  religious  establishment  and  collegiate  church,  of 
a  date  nearly  as  old  as  the  Conquest,  is  now  nothing  but  an  in- 
considerable straggling  place,  but  still  possessing  a  market, 
and  several  fairs:  these  are  on  February  the  13th  and  1 4th  for 
horses,  for  agricultural  purposes,  and  for  draught ;  on  the  first 
Thursday  in  May  for  horses,  horned  cattle,  sheep,  and  swine  > 
and  on  Whitsun-Thtifsday,  31st  May,  8th  and  9th  of  Novem- 
ber, for  young  horses  and  hops. 

Bingham  once  contained  the  college  of  St.  Mary,  which  Tan- 
ner, in  his  Monasticon,  observes  was  valued,  according  to  Speed, 
at  40/. ;  but  he  merely  calls  it  a  Guild,  rated  at  4/.  Of  this,  how- 
*ver,  there  are  now  no  vestiges,  nor  of  two  chapels  which 
once  had  existence,  as  well  as  a  chantry  in  the  chapel  of  Sr. 
Elen.  The  market  place  is  very  extensive,  and  has  very  com- 
modious shambles;  but  has  nothing  else  worthy  of  notice.  Near 
*  it  is  the  vicarage,  a  handsome  modern  dwelling,  attached  to  a 
living  of  very  considerable  value.  Toe  church  deserves  the 
attention  of  the  curious  traveller.  It  is  a  specimen  of  the  an- 
cient Gothic;  and  though  a  heavy  building  badly  lighted,  owing 
indeed  to  a  considerable  part  of  the  nave  being  taken  down  in 
1384  when  it  was  completely  repaired,  it  still  possesses  an  air 
of  ecclesiastical  magnificence.  The  chancel  is  lofty  and  spa- 
cious, and  has  a  very  fine  arch  joining  it  to  the  body  of  the 
church,  but  some  of  the  ornaments  over  this  arch  cannot  fail 
of  exciting  the  risibility  of  the  stranger,  consisting  of  the  royal 
arms  of  queen  Anne,  surrounded  with  gaudy  ornaments  of 
plaister  work,  with  a  large  collection  of  chubby  cherubs, 
amongst  whom  the  aspiring  church  wardens  of  that  day  have 
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contrived  to  introduce  their  own  names,  as  bringing  them  one 
step  nearer  to  heaven.  This  carious  melange,  however,  with 
all  its  incongruity,  is  considered  as  the  principal  lion  of  the 
town. 

The  chancel  has  been  lately  ceiled,  with  other  improve- 
ments at  the  .expense  of  a  late  incumbent ;  and  the  nave  and 
two  side  aisles  are  very  spacious.  Here  are  many  tombs,  bat 
none  of  any  particular  merit.  Mr.  Throsby,  indeed,  remarks 
that  all  the  ladies  have  remarkably  good  characters  on  their 
tombstones ;  and  be,  therefore,  concludes  that  even  now  a  man 
might  have  a  chance  for  a  good  wife  here. 

Here  is  a  good  Charity  School  for  children  of  both  sexes  ; 
but  originally  erected  for  the  education  and  support  of  thirty 
poor  boys,  by  the  benevolent  subscriptions  of  the  neighbour* 
ing  gentry. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  in  the  recent  returns  of  population, 
the  sexes  in  Bingham  were  stated  to  be  equal,  or  663  of  each, 
amounting  to  1326. 

Since  the  Conquest  this  place  has  gone  through  a  variety  of 
possessors,  and  once  belonged  to  a  family  to  which  it  gave  a 
name.  They,  however,  seem  to  have  lost  all  property  here, 
and  it  has  since  come  to  various  hands. 

WHh  respect  to  its  biography,  we  must  not  omit  to  mention 
a  Mr.  White,  who,  though  in  the  humble  station  of  a  school- 
master here,  was  yet  recommended  by  Dr.  Maskelyne  to  his 
Majesty  as  a  proper  person  to  assist  in  the  prosecution  of  a 
very  considerable  astronomical  work,  which,  nevertheless,  he 
modestly  declined.  He  was  for  many  years,  the  compiler  of 
almanacks  for  the  Stationers'  company*  and  published  the 
'*  Celestial  Atlas"  which  was  so  long  in  very  high  repute.  His 
astronomical  knowledge  appears  to  have  been  entirely  the  re- 
sult of  bis  own  industry ;  he  died  in  1783  at  the  age  of  61. 

A  curious  instance  of  bigotry,  beyond  the  grave,  is  recorded 
here  of  one  Henry  Porter,  who,  differing  in  opinion  with  his  re- 
latives on  religious  matters,  actually  gave  orders  that  his  body 

should 
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should  not  be  buried  among  them,  but  against  tbe  north  wall 
oq  the  outside  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Throsby,  in  his  additions  to  Tboroton,  gives  a  long  list 
of  events,  amongst  which  are  some  anecdotes  of  a  drunken 
clergyman,  and  of  smother  who  for  a  series  of  years  was  in- 
sane :  but  these  perhaps  are  memorabilia  which  we  ought  only 
to  remember  to  forget  Nor  is  it  particularly  necessary  to  re- 
cord the  breaking  open  of  the  church,  or  tbe  setting  fire  to  the 
town  in  1710.  Two  of  his  instances,  however,  we  may  notice : 
one  of  twelve  young  men,  whose  united  exertions  in  some  A*#- 
triomc  efforts  in  the  winter  of  1783  enabled  them  to  raise  l00/n 
to  be  settled  on  the  poor  of  the  parish  for  ever ;  and  the  other 
of  Thomas  Groves,  a  poor  lad,  born  in  1700,  and  put  out  ap- 
prentice to  a  cabinet  maker  from  whose  service  he  eloped,  and 
having  entered  as  a  private  in  the  marine  corps,  rose  at  length 
to  the  rank  of  Colonel,  dying  in  1790,  after  seventy  five  years 
of  service. 

Sh  el  ford  stands  on  tbe  banks  of  the  Trent,  in  a  north  west 
direction  from  Bingham.  Here  was  an  Austin  priory,  built  by 
Ralph  Hansel yn  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  second,  to  the  ho- 
nour of  the  blessed  virgin  Mary  :*  the  scite  of  which  at  the  dis- 
solution was  granted  to  Michael  Stanhope,  ancestor  of  the  Ches- 
terfield family,  the  present  possessors.  Here  was  an  ancient 
mansion  of  the  family ;  but  burnt  down  in  the  civil  wars,  hav- 
ing been  a  garrison  for  king  Charles  the  first.  At  tbat  time 
Colonel  Stanhope,  son  of  the  first  earl  of  Chesterfield,  was  gover- 
nor ;  but  was  slain  when  it  was  taken  by  storm  by  the  Parlia- 
mentarian troops.  Some  years  after  this,  the  family  made  some 
additions  to,  and  repairs  of,  that  part  standing  after  the  effects 
of  the  fire ;  it  has  now  the  appearance  of  the  ancient  manor 
houses  of  that  period,  but  is  inhabited  by  a  farmer.  Tbe 
church,  a  respectable  building,  contains  many  monuments  of 
the  Stanhope  family  ;  and  in  the  vault  is  interred  the  late  earl. 

.  Some  of  the  earlier  generations  of  this  family  built  and  en- 

O  4  dowed 
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dowed  in  the  Tillage  an  almshouse,  with  a  chapel  attached  to 
it,  for  six  poor  men,  batchelors  or  widowers.  To  each  there  is 
assigned  a  house,  a  garden,  and  orchard ;  they  have  also  an  al- 
lowance of  coals,  two  shillings  per  week,  and  a  cap  and  coat 
every  year.  These,  however,  are  now  reduced  to  fbar,  of 
whom  one  is  from  Shelford  parish,  another  from  Gedltng,  and 
two  chosen  by  the  incumbent  of  Bingham.  Throsby  gives  a 
curious  plate  of  what  he  calls  a  whimsical  and  puzzling  inscrip- 
tion, on  four  sides  of  a  long  square  stone  in  the  church  yard ; 
but  this  is  nothing  more  than  a  simple  epitaph ;  and  the  secret 
Of  the  enigma  is,  merely  to  read  the  west  side  first,  and  then 
take  the  south,  east,  and  north  sides  from  line  to  line,  as  one 
inscription. 

East  Bridgeford  is  a  short  distance  from  Shelford,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Trent,  and  is  a  very  ancient  village  having  indu- 
bitable remains  of  a  Roman  camp  pointing  it  out  as  one  of  their 
stations;  and  confirmed,  with  respect  to  its  chronology,  by 
many  coins,  urns,  and  other  antiquities,  dug  up  at  various  times. 
This  place  has  likewise  been  the  possession  and  residence  of 
many  ancient  families,  there  being  still  much  armorial  glass  in 
the  church,  of  Pering,  Deyncourt,  Babington,  &c.  It  is  evi- 
dent too  that  the  church  was  once  on  a  much  larger  scale ;  but 
from  the  decay  of  the  place  itself,  from  inattention,  and  per- 
haps from  sacrilegious  hands  taking  away  its  venerable  walls 
for  humbler  purposes,  it  is  now  not  only  reduced  in  size,  bat 
has  suffered  much  from  actual  dilapidation,  whilst  many  of  the 
monuments  have  been  defaced,  others  much  mutilated,  and 
some  removed  into  the  church  yard  to  perish  through  the  at- 
tacks of  weather.  It  was,  however,  in  a  much  worse  state  in 
Mr.  Throsby's  time ;  indeed,  he  complains  of  ft  very  much. 

Here  is  a  Charity  School  supported  by  private  contribution, 
for  teaching  English  and  the  catechism,  to  ten  poor  boys. 

Id  modern  history,  this  village  is  remarkable  as  being  the 
birth  place  of  the  regicidal  parliamentarian  Colonel  Hacker. 
w^o  attended  the  unfortunate  Charles  to  his  last  scene,  for 

wjiich 
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which  he  afterwards  suffered  as  a  traitor,  and  bis  estates  were 
confiscated ;  yet  his  two  brothers  were  active  partisans  in  the 
royal  cause,  /or  which  one  of  them  was  slain. 

But  Bridgeford  is  most  worthy  of  notice  for  its  early  history. 
Stukely  says  that  it  lies  near  a  mile  to  the  right  of  the  Roman 
station,  Ad  ponton,  and  adds  that  doubtless  there  was  a  bridge 
here  in  the  Roman  times.  He  then  says, "  here  were  formerly 
great  buildings  and  cellars  on  the  right  hand  as  you  descend  to 
the  Trent,  and  a  quay  for  vessels  to  unload  at.  The  Roman 
station  upon  the  fosse,  I  found  to  be  called  Boroughfield,  west 
of  the  road.  Here  2T  spring  was  under  the  hedge,  called  Old* 
wark  spring,  very  quick,  running  over  a  fine  gravel,  the  only 
one  hereabouts  that  falls  eastward,  and  not  directly  into  the 
Trent  Hereabouts  I  saw  the  Roman  foundations  of  walls  and 
floors  of  houses,  composed  of  stones  set  edgeways  into  clay, 
and  liquid  mortar  run  upon  them.  About  a  mile  from  this  last 
station,  upon  an  eminence  of  the  road  beyond  Bingham  lane, 
there  is  a  tumulus,  from  whence  a  fine  prospect  of  Belfoir, 

Horseley,  however,  does  not  coincide  with  him  in  the  opinion 
of  Ad  Pontcm,  being  in  this  neighbourhood,  but  considers  this 
place  as  the  Margidunum  of  the  sixth  Iter  of  Antoninus;  and 
though  he  does  not  decide  absolutely  whether  Newark  or  South* 
well  is  the  true  Adpontem,  yet  he  confirms  his  idea  respecting 
this  place  not  only  by  the  actual  admeasurement,  but  by  the 
consideration  that  it  is  often  called  Bridgeford  on  the  hill,  to 
which  he  conceives  its  ancient  adjunct  of  dunum  had  a  re- 
ference. "  This  station  of  Margidunumf  is  distant  from  Verno- 
metum  thirteen  miles,  according  to  this  Iter;  but  only  twelve* 
according  to  the  8th.  The  latter  seems  to  be  the  truer  number, 
unless  we  suppose  the  truth  to  be  between  the  two.  If  we  pro-, 
ceed  across  the  Fosse,  the  next  station  that  offers  itself,  is  East 
Bridgeford.    The  name  has  led  most  of  our  antiquaries  into  the 

opinion 

•  Stpkelej't  Itinerary.  t  Horikj'f  Britan.  Roman.  438. 
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opinion  of  its  being  Ad  pattern;  but  tht  numbers  and  distances 
ought  to  preponderate."  We  shall  notice  this  question  more 
fully  when  we  come  to  Southwell. 

Scee? eton  is  principally  remarkable  as  the  birth  place  and 
residence  of  Dr.  Thoroton,  the  earliest  topographer  of  this 
country ;  and  here  still  remains  the  old  manor  house  of  the 
family.  In  Carcolston,  near  to  this,  is  another  building  erected 
by  the  Dr.  himself,  but  now  in  ruins.  "Now  is  found  Sere- 
voton,  alias  Screaton,  where  is  the  beautiful  house  of  Richard 
Whalley,  Esq.  whose  ancestor  married  the  daughter  and  heir  of 
one  Leek,  or  rather  Leake,  about  the  time  of  Henry  the  seventh, 
who  was  owner  thereof."*  The  manor  then  came  to  the  Tho- 
rntons, and  is  still  their  property ;  and  Thomas  Thoroton, 
Esq.  a  descendant  of  the  worthy  and  learned  doctor,  has  now  hi* 
residence  here. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Winifred,  is  a  neat 
edifice,  with  a  nave  and  two  side  aisles j  the  tower  steeple  con- 
tains a  small  ring  of  three  bells;  and  the  curious  old  font* 
which  is  still  in  high  preservation,  is  worthy  of  notice :  there  are 
several  ancient  monuments  of  the  Wh alleys. 

Whatton,  which  lies  about  two  miles  east  from  Bingham, 
comprehends  in  its  parish  the  chapelry  of  Aslacton,  the  chapel 
of  which  small  village  or  hamlet  dedicated  to  the  patron  saint 
of  the  parish  is  now  a  total  ruin,  but  has  been  lately  converted 
into  a  dwelling  house. 

The  church  of  Whatton  is  dedicated  to  St.  John  of  Beverley, 
stands  on  a  rising  ground  on  the  north  side  of  the  village,  and 
consists  of  a  body,  two  aisles,  and  a  chancel ;  with  a  tower  at 
the  angle  formed  by  the  north  aisle  and  chancel.  The  nave 
rests  on  throe  pointed  arches  on  each  side,  with  octagon 
pillars. 

Against  the  north-east  pillar  is  fixed  up  a  white  slab,  with  the 

figure  of  a  man  in  flowing  hair  and  gown,  and  a  purse  at  his 

right  side,  his  hand  on  a  cushion,  and  round  him,  on  a  ledge  in 

black  letter. 

•Hie 
#  HarL  Coll.  p.  36f . 
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'*  Hit  jacet  Thomas  Cranmer  Armiger,  qai  oWi  Tiotsiao  leptimo  die 
WMBiif  maii  anno  dni  m*.  »v.  ccptctimo  primo  cui  aie  ppciatar  Deo. 
Amen*'9 

It  has  also  several  armorial  coats,  and  was  raised  in  memory 
of  the  father  of  the  famous  Archbishop  Cranmer,  born  in  1489  at 
Aslacton;  and  which  manor  came  to  the  family  by  the  mar* 
riage  with  the  heiress  of  the  Aslacton?,  passed  by  an  heiress  of 
Cranmer  to  Molyneux,and  is  now  the  property  of  the  Pierpoint 
family. 

The  font  is  deserving  of  notice ;  not  for  its  antiquity  which  is 
bat  recent,  by  a  date  of  1662  on  the  shaft,  but  from  its  orna- 
ments, consisting  of  a  rose,  tulip,  fleur  de  lis,  &c. 

The  monuments  are  various.  Two  arches  have  been  made 
in  the  north"  wall  of  the  north  aisle;  one  of  these  is  empty; 
under  the  other  is  a  priest  with  curled  hair,  and  his  head  rest- 
ing on  a  double  cushion;  in  the  middle  of  this  aisle,  a  cross* 
legged  Knight  in  armour  lies  on  a  raised  tomb,  Sir  Richard 
Whatton ;  and  an  altar  tomb  with  an  armed  knight  in  alabaster, 
one  of  the  family  of  Newroarch,  is  placed  at  the  east  end  of  the 
south  aisle,  now  converted  into  a  schoolhouse.  The  chancel  is 
quite  plain;  and,  being  fitted  up  with  modern  seats  and  desks, 
has  lost  its  venerable  air;  but  the  style  of  the  church  plainly 
bespeaks  it  to  be  of  the  time  of. the  Edwards.  The  windows 
are  particularly  deserving  the  notice  of  the  Gothic  architect, 
being  very  elegant  specimens  of  the  lancet  arch,  and  of  orna- 
mental tracery  ;  in  the  east  window  of  the  north  aisle,  in  parti- 
cular, there  is  a  very  rich  specimen  of  the  quatrefoil.  Of  the 
state  of  Aslacton,  as  cotemporary  with  Cranmer,  we  have  the 
following  account  from  Leland  :  "  And  coming  near  toward  Mile 
Brooke,  I  left  about  a  mile  on  the  left  hande  Aslacton  village 
in  Nottinghamshire,  where  Thomas  Cranmer,  Archbishop  of 
Cantorbyri,  was  born,  and  where  the  heire  of  the  Cranmers, 
a  man  scant  of  XL  markes  landes  by  the  yere  now  dwellith." 

The  manor  house  and  grounds  are  now  the  property  of  Mr. 

Marriot, 
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Merriot.  A  modern  farm  house  occupies  the  scite ;  and  some 
years  ago  had  some  curious  relics  of  the  Cranmer  family.  Here 
also  may  be  traced  several  moats,  islands,  and  other  remains  of 
the  pleasure  grounds.  At  a  small  distance  from  the  house  is 
a  raised  walk  of  three  or  four  feet,  and  more  than  one  hundred 
yards  long,  which  leads  to  Orston,  and  is  still  called  "  Cran- 
ujer's  Walk."  At  the  west  end,  on  crossing  a  moat,  the  visitor 
may  ascend  a  square  mount  of  considerable  elevation,  and 
from  thence  have  a  pretty  extensive  prospect. 

Of  the  ancient  chape),  now  in  ruins,  part  of  the  walls  still 
remain;  these  are  visible  under  a  modern  built  house  of  brick 
and  tile ;  and  the  chapel  itself  is  now  a  common  alehouse.* 

The  Archbishop  was  born  on  the  second  of  July  1489 ;  and, 
being  placed  at  an  early  age  under  a  private  tutor,  was  soon 
fitted  for  the  completion  of  his  studies  at  Jesus  College,  Cam- 
bridge. He  graduated,  and  entered  into  priests'  orders,  became 
a  fellow  of  the  college,  completed  his  degree  of  D.  D.  and  was 
soon  after  entrusted  by  Mr.  Cressy,  a  gentleman  of  large  for- 
tune residing  at  Waltham  abbey  in  Essex,  with  the  care  of  his 
two  sons ;  but  the  plague  breaking  out  in  the  university,  Dr. 
Cranmer  retired  with  his  pupils  to  their  father's  house. 

At  this  period  Henry  the  eighth  came  to  Waltham  abbey, 
during  the  arrangements  for  his  divorce,  which,  however,  went 
on  too  slowly  for  the  monarch's  impatience.  Two  of  his  prin- 
cipal ecclesiastical  agents  lodged  in  Mr.  Cressy's  house,  and 
were  much  gratified  in  finding  a  man  of  Cranmer's  learning  and 
undaunted  spirit,  not  only  approving  the  measure  as  much  as  they 
did  themselves,  but  even  inclined  to  enter  pn  it  more  boldly 
than  they  dared  to  do.  When  asked  his  opinion  respecting  the 
propriety  of  opposing  the  pope's  mandates  and  the  intrigues  of 
his  agents,  Cranmer  at  once  recommended  that  the  sufferings  of 
the  king's  conscience,  respecting  a  marriage  with  his  brother's 
wife,  should  be  referred,  not  to  the  pope  and  his  dispensing 
power,  but  to  the  word  of  God  and  an  assembly  of  divines;  and 

also, 
•  Vide  further,  Gent's.  Mag.  Vol.  62,  Ptrt  II.  991. 
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also*  that  this  should  take  place  in  the  English  universities,  and 
not  in  the  ecclesiastical  courts  of  any  other  nation ;  adding, 
that  if  the  cause  wa*  once  determined  by  the  authority  of  scrip- 
ture,  the  pope  could  not  possibly  have  power  to  overturn  it,  not 
having  authority  to  dispense  with  the  word  of  God!*  When 
the  monarch  heard  of  this  opinion.  "Aye"  said  he,  "this 
man  hath  the  sow  by  the  right  ear ;"  he  immediately  sent  Air 
him,  and  not  only  employed  him  in  the  work  at  home,  but  in 
writing  and  in  embassies  to  the  pope,  and  the  different  Euro- 
pean princes,  until  he  had  not  only  the  consent  of  the  English 
universities,  but  also  of  all  the  foreign  powers  concerned,  or 
presuming  to  be  concerned,  in  this  business. 

On  the  death  of  archbishop  Warham  Cranmer  was  imme- 
diately appointed  to  the  metropolitan  see,  and  was  under  the 
new  order  of  things,  then  just  commencing,  considered  as  the 
ecclesiastical  head  of  the  church  in  England,  without  the  inter- 
ference of  the  pope's  legate ;  and  was  also  entrusted  with  many 
civil  commissions  by  Henry,  whose  favour  he  had  gained,  by 
not  onl}  pronouncing  the  sentence  of  divorce  against  Catharine, 
but  also  uniting  him  to  his  then  favourite  Anna  Boleyn. 

When  Henry  asserted  his  supremacy  in  ecclesiastical  affairs, 
Cranmer  supported  him  against  the  pope's  claims;  he  also  aided 
much  in  the  dissolution  of  the  monastic  societies,  and  encou- 
raged the  cause  of  rational  religion,  by  causing  the  Bible  to  be 
translated  into  English,  and  a  copy  of  it  to  be  placed  in  every 
church  in  the  kingdom.  This  part  of  the  Reformation  was 
much  expedited  by  the  discovery  of  printing,  which  had  then 
taken  place,  though  not  many  years  before,  f  A  copy  of  this 
work  was  presented  to  the  king,  and  is  now  preserved  in  the 
British  Museum. 

The  appropriation  of  the  revenues  of  the  convents,  for  the 

establishment 

•This,  however,  was  a  power  which  the  Pope  then  claimed,  and  which  the 
Catholics  admitted ;  nor  do  we  know  that  it  is  even  now  denied. 

t  Printing  began  to  be  used  iu  England  in  1455,  about  50  jear*  before 
Henry's  accession. 
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establishment  of  freeschools,  was  a  measure  of  his  recommen- 
dation ;  but  this  took  place  only  in  a  few  instances,  as  the  pro- 
fuse monarch  found  a  pleasanter  mode  of  spending  these  large 
sums :  yet  though  thwarted  in  some  things,  Cranmer  still  used 
every  means  in  his  power  to  aid  the  cause  of  the  Reformation. 
By  this,  he  became  so  obnoxious  to  the  Catholic  hierarchy,  to 
the  pope  and  his  agents,  that  every  means  were  taken  to  ex- 
cite the  public  discontent  against  him ;  the  power  of  Henry, 
however,  was  his  protection ;  and  it  is  said  that  Cranmer,  of  all 
that  monarch's  favourites,  was  the  only  one  for  whom  he  pre- 
served a  sincere  respect  to  the  very  last. 

During  this  period,  the  faction  which  opposed  him  bad 
so  far  lost  sight  of  propriety  as  to  bring  charges  against  him  in 
Parliament,  which  they  could  find  no  person  willing  to  under* 
take  except  Sir  John  Gostwike,  Knt ;  and  this  person  ventured 
to  accuse  him  of  preaching  heresy  at  Sandwich  in  Kent.  When 
the  king  was  acquainted  with  this,  "  How  comes  Gostwike/' 
said  be,  "  who  dwells  in  Bedfordshire,  or  Buckinghamshire,  to 
hear  my  lord  of  Canterbury  preaching  in  Kent  ?  Go  V  added 
he  to  a  gentleman  of  the  privy  chamber,  "  and  tell  him,  that  if 
he  does  not  go  to  the  archbishop,  and  reconcile  himself  to 
hikn,  I  will  pluck  his  goslin's  feathers  so,  that  he  shall  never 
again  have  an  heart  to  slander  our  metropolitan,  or  any  other 
learned  man/' 

On  the  death  of  Henry,  and  the  accession  of  the  youthful 
Edward,  he  performed  the  coronation  office ;  and  was  soon  after 
appointed  with  other  bishops  to  compose  the  homilies  ;  the  act 
of  Parliament  also  for  the  Common  Prayer  took  place  through 
his  recommendation  and  influence.  But  having  joined  the 
party  of  Lady  Jane  Grey,*  on  the  demise  of  the  young  monarch, 
the  ruling  powers  caused  him  to  be  committed  to  the  tower, 
and  attainted  of  high  treason,  for  which,  however,  be  obtained 

a  pardon 

♦  This  lady's  proper  name  was  Dudley,  as  the  wife  of  Lord  Guildford 
Dudley :  it  is  curious  that  historians  should,  notwithstanding,  always  desig- 
nate her  by  her  maiden  i 
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a  pardon  from  Mary.  Yet  he  was  immediately  after  conveyed 
to  Oxford,  ami  condemned  for  hereby,  for  deny  ing  trans  instan- 
tiation, and  the  propitiatory  sacrifice  of  the  mass,  or  in  other 
words  a  repetition  of  the  sufferings  of  Christ  in  an  ordinance 
which  Christ  himself  told  us  was  only  a  rememhrmnce  of  him* 

After  condemnation,  he  was  induced  to  sign  a  recantation  ; 
but  baring  nobly  denied  his  error,  and  withdrawn  that  confes- 
sion, he  was  condemned  to  the  Btake,  at  which  he  suffered  on 
the  91st  of  March  1556. 

To  this  he  was  brought  without  any  official  notice,  though 
he  had  reason  to  expect  it ;  and  when  tied  to  k  was  obliged  to 
listen  to  all  the  charges  and  aspersions  of  Dr.  Cole :  but  Cran- 
mer  boldly  replied,  "  1  believe  every  word  and  sentence 
taught  by  our  Saviour  Christ,  bis  apostles,  and  the  prophets  of 
the  Old  and  New  Testament;  but  as  to  the  pope,  I  refuse  him 
as  Christ's  enemy,  or  Antichrist,  with  all  his  false  doctrines." 
So  great  was  his  sorrow  for  his  recantation,  and  so  determined 
was  his  spirit  at  the  last  hour,  that  he  calmly  held  his  right 
hand  in  the  flames  till  it  dropt  off,  saying,  "this  hand  has 
offended  ;"  and  this  he  was  enabled  to  do,  as  his  execu- 
tioners bad  taken  care  to  keep  up  a  slow  fire,  in  order  that  he 
should  suffer  the  utmost  pain  of  his  punishment,  as  a  proof 
of  their  regard  for  Christian  mercies. 

It  has  been  stated,  that  after  his  whole  body  had  been  reduced 
to  ashes,  *his  heart  was  found  entire,  and  untouched  by  the  fire, 
which  by  some  of  the  bystanders  was  considered  as  an  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  his  hearty  love  of  the  truth ;  whilst  others  looked 
upon  it  as  a  proof  of  the  heretical  obduracy  of  that  vital  part, 
which  would  not  yield  even  to  the  warm  argument  of  a  blazing 
Catholic  fire  f  , 

Elton,  near  Whatton,  has  so  little  to  be  noticed,  that  we 
only  mention  it  in  order  to  add  another  instance  to  the  many 
which  prove  how  necessary  it  is,  that  precautions  should  al- 
ways 

•  We  do  not  wish  to  establish  a  new  age  of  miracles;  bat  ineretv  give  tft» 
peesige  from  Bi^h"p  Godwin's  work,  "  De  Frsnolibas,  p.  SOS." 
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ways  be  taken  with  respect  to  fire  arms;  not  a  foolish  fear 
which  will  often  produce  the  evil  it  wishes  to  avoid,  but  a  cool 
caution  which  shall  point  out  the  necessary  guards  against  acci- 
dent.    Mr.  Throsby  records  this  curious  circumstance,  which 
took  place  here  in  1784,  when  a  blacksmith  had  purchased 
a  piece  of  iron  about  two  feet  long,  and  an  inch  and  a  half  in 
diameter,  apparently  solid,  and  which  had  been  used  as  a  pestle 
in  a  family,  upwards  of  sixty  years.     The  workman  having 
some  doubts,  however,  about  its  solidity,  put  it  into  his  fire* 
when  it  exploded  with  great  force ;  and  a  musquet  ball  from 
within  it  grazed  his  side,  and  lodged  in  some  coals  behind 
him.     This  led  to  further  examination  and  enquiry  when  it 
was  discovered  to  have  been  a  gun  barrel  dug  up  in  the  year 
1723,  but  so  completely  filled  with  earth  and  rust  that  no 
cavity  had  ever,  till  then,  been  noticed. 

Gran  by  lies  two  miles  to  the  south  of  Elton,  and  on  the 
borders  of  Lincolnshire,  but  is  remarkable  for  nothing  more 
than  giving  the  title  of  marquis  to  the  Rutland  family,  whose 
ancestor  Sir  John  Manners,  purchased  it  from  Lord  Viscount 
Savage,  to  whom  it  had  been  granted  by  Henry  the  seventh, 
after  the  attainder  of  Henry  Lord  Lovel,  of  whose  unhappy 
and  mysterious  fate  we  shall  take  some  notice  under  the  head 
of  Stoke  near  Newark.* 

Wiverton,  though  possessing  few  remains  of  its  ancient  gran- 
deur, is  still  interesting  even  in  its  present  dilapidated  and  de- 
populated state.  The  Hall  was  built  by  the  Chaworth  family 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  sixth,  and  the  house  was  sufficiently 
in  the  castellated  style  to  be  a  garrison  during  the  civil  wars) 
since  that  period,  however,  it  has  suffered  much  ;  and  even  in 
Thoroton's  time,  little  was  left  but  the  ancient  gate  house,  of 
which  he  has  given  a  plate.  This  is  now  almost  in  ruins,  stand- 
ing in  the  open  fields  near  Tithby  village,  a  solitary  memo- 
rial of  departed  grandeur,  of  ancient  hospitality,  and  of  all 
the  once  happy  delights  of  domestic  sociability. 

9  Langar, 

"Hftrl.Coll.S68. 
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Lahcar,  was  the  seat  of  Earl  Howe,  and  is  now  la  the  pos- 
session of  his  descendants  in  the  female  line.  "  Here  was  an 
ancient  house  now  re-edified  by  Hen.  La  Scroope,  Lord  and 
owner  hereof,  whose  ancestor  married  one  of  the  daughters  of 
the  Lo#  Tiptoft;  and  the  Rhodes  were  Lords  hereof,  immedi- 
ate) y  after  the  time  of  the  Conquest."* 

Thoroton  says,  "  the  whole  lordships  of  Langar  and  Bar- 
niston  are  become  the  possession  of  Mr.  Howe,  who  has  made 
a  convenient  park  of  the  closes  which  he  bath  found  nigh  the 
house,  which  is  well  stocked  with  deer,  much  better  than  the 
towns  are  with  people,  when  so  considerable  parts  of  the  fields 
are  enclosed:  the  too  common  fate  of  good  land  in  this 
country/1  Without  combating  Dr.  Thoroton' s  deductions  about 
inclosures,  it  is  enough  to  mention  thai  part  of  the  old  house* 
which  he  describes,  still  remains  at  the  back  of  the  new  part  of 
toe  edifice.  It  stands  close  by  the  church,  and  has  a  coram  uni- 
catiosi  with  k,  and  though  now  long  deserted  and  of  course  pos- 
sessing little  of  modern  elegance  in  the  interior,  yet  the  antique 
portion  may  be  considered  as  giving  some  insight  into  ancient 
■tanners.  The  modern  front  has  a  very  handsome  portico  and 
pediment,  with  six  lofty  Ionic  pillars  the  height  of  the  house, 
which  is  three  stories;  and  the  gardens,  though  much  neglected, 
might  with  Mttle  trouble  be  rendered  extremely  pleasing. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew,  and  consists  of  a 
nave  and  two  side  aisles;  it  has  also  a  tower  of  not  very  an- 
cient workmanship,  with  a  ring  of  five  bells.  It  contains  many 
monuments  of  the  Lords  Scroope,  &c.  particularly  one  very 
elegant  one,  ornamented  in  the  richest  sepulchral  style,  of 
Lord  Scroope  who  died  in  the  year  1609,  with  his  lady. 

The  parsonage  house  is  excellent  of  its  kind;  and  has  a 
Vol.  XU.  P  %  very 

•  In  the  introductory  part  of  the  county,  we  ha*c  not  noticed  Langar  and 
Cranky  as  gitiog  noble  titles;  but  the  reason  of  this  U  evident,  as  the  object 
there  was  to  notice  only  those  which  gWc  the  mptrior  title,  by  which  each 
possessor  is  known. 
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very  good  observatory  erected  in  1797  by  Mr.  Gregory  the 
rector,  who  was  very  partial  to  astronomical  pursuits. 

We  w>w  proceed  to  Newark  Hundred,  and  commence  with 
the  town  of 

Newark, 

Of  which  old  honest,  but  Drunken  Barnaby  sings  : 

"  Thence  to  Newark,  flood  surrounded, 

Where  I  hoping  most,  were  drowned  ; 

Hand  to-  hand  I  straightway*  shored, 

To  a  cellar  richly  stored ; 

Till  suspected  for  a  picklock, 

The  beadle  led  me  to  the  whip  stock." 

Later  tourists,  however,  have  been  more  hospitably  treated^ 
and  of  course  speak  belter  of  the  accommodations. 

Arthur  Young  says,  it  "  is  a  very  pretty  and  well  built  town; 
remark  when  you  see  it,  particularly  the  steeple,  which,  for 
some  miles  around,  appears  very  light  and  beautiful :  there  is 
likewise  a  new  street  worth  viewing  ;  although  the  bouses  are 
very  small,  yet  each  side  of  the  street  forms  but  one  front,  and 
is  in  a  very  pretty  neat  taste."  Dibdin  also  in  his  musical  tour 
seems,  though  a  vagrant  melodist,  to  hate  been  on  better  terms 
with  the  parish  beadles  than  poor  Barnaby,  and  therefore  says 
that  it  "  is  a  clean,  handsome,  improving  town,  and  seems  te 
look  more  like  the  land  of  the  living  than  any  place  in  the 
county.  The  market  place  is  very  handsome  and  spacious, 
It  is  full  of  bustle,  being  on  the  great  north  road ;  and  it  boasts  a 
vicinity  full  of  spirit  and  importance."  With  respect  to  the  an- 
tiquity of  Newark,  Throsby,  as  well  as  some  other  antiquaries* 
looks  for  "Ad  Pontem"  here;  but  Mr.  Dickinson,  as  we 
shall  presently  have  occasion  to  shew  more  at  length,  endea- 
vours to  fix  that  station  at  Southwell.*  % 

That 

9  The  county  of  Nottingham,  and  the  kingdom  at  large,  are  under  great 
obligations  to  Mr.  Dickinson  for  his  antiquarian  researches  and  modern  deli* 
iieation*  ;  and  we  cannot  omit  a  fact  much  to  the  credit  of  the  candour  and 
liberality  of  that  gentleman,  that  he  has  dedicated  his  book,  with  just  discri- 
mination, to  one  who  had  been  bis  political  opponent  on  many  occasions  1 
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•That  Newark,  however,  was  a  Roman  station  it  now  beyond 
a  doubt*  Stukely,  in  hi*  Itinerary,  says  that  it  was  certaioly 
raised  from  the  neighbouring  Roman  cities,  arid  has  been 
walled  about  with  their  remains;  and  he  adds,  thai  the  northern 
gate  was  composed  of  stones  seemingly  of  a  Roman  cut ;  and 
not  improbably  the  Romans  themselves  had  a  town  hereabouts* 
for  many  antiquities  are  found  about  it,  especially  by'  the  Fosse 
aide  which  runs  through  the  town*  Horsley  also  is  pretty 
much  of  the  same  opinion ;  for  he  says,  in  his  observations  on  the 
sixth  iter  of  Antoninus,*  "The  station  Ad  Pontem,  is  only  seven 
itinerary  miles  from  Margidunum*  which  distance  is  not  quite 
sufficient  to  bring  us  from  Bridgeford  quite  up  to  Newark— this 
therefore  obliges  us  to  look  for  Ad  Pontem,  two  or  three  miles 
from  the  middle  of  Newark.  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  this 
large  town  has  arisen  out  of  the  ruins  of  Ad  Pontem  on  one  side, 
and  Crocolana  on  the  other.  The  name  "  NewarkS*  which  im~ 
plies  some  prior  building  of  greater  antiquity*  may  perhaps 
refer  to  those  Roman  stations  on  each  side  of  it." 

Mr.  Dickinson's  recent  observations  are  even  more  to  the  point* 
He  says,  that  it  requires  little  sagacity  to  discover  that  New-work, 
(the  obvious  signification  of  its  present  name,  and  that  by  which 
it  has  been  distinguished  in  history,  &c  ever  since  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  Confessor,)  is  a  name  of  reference,  of  comparison, 
and  of  discrimination.  If  what  was  then  erected  was  called 
the  New-work,  it  is  an  incontrovertible  admission  that  there  was 
something  older,  on  which  the  modern  establishment  was  en- 
grafted, but  still  that  is  enveloped  in  the  obscurity  of  antiquity. 
He  then  notices,  that  Stukely  with  great  acumen  shews  the 
probability,  and  almost  certainty,  that  this  was  the  Sidnaceaster 
of  old,  once  a  bishopric  in  the  early  days  of  Christianity,  bar* 
ing  had  a  succession  of  nine  bishops.  Though  these  walls  and 
gates  are  now  down,  yet  they  have  been  shewn  by  Stukely  and 
others  to  have  been  formed  of  Roman  materials ;  and  innu- 
merable quantities  of  Roman  coins,  and  other  antiquities,  have 

P2  been 

•  Honlty't  DriUn.  Rom.  p.  459. 
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been  ten**  here.  Stakely  afco  thinks  that  the  Roman  same 
was  Ekavona;  and  he  adds  that  Mr.  Baxter  has  placed  it  al- 
moat  beyioiid  contradiction,  that  the  Roman  name  of  the  Tresa* 
was  Htm* ,  or  jifot  as  some  hare  thought,  and  which  we  hevw 
Oihtded  to  in  the  early  part  of  this  oeanty.  That  branch  near 
called  the  Trent,  and  passing  adder  the  wells  of  the  castle* 
Btokely  also  calls  the  river  Daren  or  Tavon*  asserting  that  it 
is  not  the  Trent,  bet  the  united  streams  of  the  Devon  and  Snke. 
From  these  circumstances,  Stokeley  draws  his  eonctastofet  of 
Stdnoceaster  being  the  modern  Newark;  and  he  adds*  that  the 
Reman  town  being  destroyed  by  the  Scots  and  Pjcts  after  the 
Aspartate  of  that  people*  it  was  refbunded  by  the  Saxons,  who 
tothenaateefthermr  Mie  on  which  it  stands  added  the  tee* 
mfeetton  "Coaster"  to  mark ks having  been  a  Roman  station, 
thai  forming  Sidmwemsttr*  After  this,  Mr.  Dickinson  con- 
ceives it  highly  probable  that  the  Danes  may  have  destroyed 
the  Saxon  refoutided  city,  and  hence  Akn>*work  was  justly  ap* 
plied  to  it  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  confessor.  Camden,  in* 
deed,  carries  its  antiquity  no  higher  than  the  time  of  Alexander, 
bishop  of  Lincoln,  who  built  the  present  castle;  but  in  this 
he  Conines  himself  solely  to  the  building  as  it  then  stood. 

To  detail  the  history  of  Newark  front  its  re-edifieettoa  wosjM 
be  little  more  than  a  recepitektien  of  great  part  of  the  his- 
tory of  England ;  a  few  facts,  however,  deserve  particular 
notice* 

This  place  was  the  scene  of  king  John's  death;  those  who 
wish  to  enquire  particutariy  into  the  Act  of  bis  being  poisoned 
or  not,  may  consult  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Archeologia,  p.  2&> 
where  they  will  find  a  long  letter  of  Mr.  Fegge's  upon  that  set* 
ject 

James  the  first  arrived  at  Newark,  on  his  waf  to  London,  en 
the  21st  of  April  1602,  on  which  occasion  he  was  received  by 
the  corporation,  and  addressed  by  the  alderttan>  (there  being 
the*  no  ma^or,)  Mr.  John  Twenty  roan,  in  a  long  Latin  speech* 
with  which  his  Majesty  was  so  well  pleased,  that  he  conferred 

upon 
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i  him  th*  oftce  of  pwreyocof  we*  to  the  royal  household, 
in  the  counties  of  Notts,  York,  {ttnooln,  **d  Derby.  When 
about  to  depart,.  James  unbred  bim  to  repeat  the  speech,  then 
ashed  his  name;  and  oa  being  told,  replied  sharply,  <<  the*  by 
my  saul  man  thou  art  a  trey  tor;  the  Twentymos  pulled  down 
Jtedktrk  m  Scotland.0  This,  however,  mast  have  been  in  jest ; 
as  be  continued  his  favour  to  bim,  and  was  often  aocompamed 
tgr  him  in  bis  banting  e*e«rsteos  on  the  invest 

In  the  uohapp y  reign  of  Charles  the  fust,  Ctoondon  says 
that  Newark  bfcame  a  very  necessary  garrison  in  the  county  of 
Nottingham ;  and  bad  not  only  subjected  that  little  county, 
the  town  of  Nottingham  only  excepted,  which  was  upon  the 
manner  confined  within  its  own  walla,  bat  had  a  great  part  of 
Ihe  county  of  Omenta  under  contribution.* 

Tboroton  speaking  of  those  times,  of  which  we  may  almost 
consider  him  as  an  eye  witness,  says  that  Newark  was  one  of  the 
most  considerable  garrisons  the  king  had,  in  which  tho  loyalty 
and  courage  of  the  townsmen  were  ever  remarkable,  and  suf- 
ficiently manifested  in  all  their  three  sieges;  at  the  first  of 
which  Sir  John  Henderson,  the  prudent  governor,  caused  all 
Northgate  and  the  $pital  (an  hospital  of  St.  Leonard  of  Stoke) 
to  be  hawed,  "  yet  the  remains  formed  a  receptacle  for  the 
enemy  at  the  second  siege,  where  Prince  Rupert  took  a  goodly 
train  of  artillery  which  I  saw,t  together  with  their  foot  arms, 
when  he  so  fortunately  relieved  the  town  then  under  the 
government  of  Sir  Richasd,  now  Lord  Byron :  but  before  the 
third,  there  was  not  one  stone  left  susthrown  down,  and  ia  or 

P3  n^ar 

e  la  tl»  ascend  set  of  Clarendon,  page  0$,  are  some  stories  of  the  onwtt- 
sinews*  of  people  in  this  coantjr  to  lend  money  to  the  lung;  bat  who,  esse 
«bier?es,iiut^he*eaiiaUy*e*e«  t^tfc&  Oneinpar- 

ticttlir,  he  mentions,  who  was  ashed  lor  a  loan  of  $001  and  patented  1001. 
•wearing  he  bad  Defer  Men  5001.  of  bis  own  money  at  one  time  in  his  life ; 
yet  a  few  weeks  after  the  Parliamentarian  army  borrowed  50001.  which  they 
found  hid  in  his  bedchamber. 

♦  Clarendon  pap,  4600  prisoners,  etetta  bxass  cannon,  two  mortar  pieces, 
sedate  basrsls  of  powder. 
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near  the  place  a  strong  fortification  raised  in  Sir  Richard  Wil- 
lis's time,  (as  I  remember)  and  called  the  king's  sconce,  which, 
by  his  Majesty's  special  command  then  in  the  Scots  quarters 
tin  the  north  side  of  the  river  Trent,  was  about  the  sixth  of  Maw 
1646,  with  the  town  and  castle  and  the  rest  of  the  fortresses,  con* 
eluded  by  commissions  of  the  Right  Honourable  John  Lord 
Bellasis  the  last  governor,  to  be  surrendered  the  Saturday  fol- 
lowing, though  it  is  said,  that  Mr.  Smith,  the  valiant  mayor, 
upon  his  lordship's  communicating  to  him  the  king's  order, 
urged  the  governor  with  tears,  to  trust  God  and  sally,  rather 
than  think  of  yielding  the  town,  which  indeed  at  that  time  suf- 
fered more  by  the  plague  wRhin  than  the  enemy  without** 

The  Beacon  Hill  was  the  scene  of  this  action  between  Prioee 
Rupert,  and  the  Parliamentarian  army  under  Sir  John  Mel- 
drum;  and  a  MSS.  recorded  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  says  "the 
prince  advanced  up  the  hill,  at  the  descent  whereof  he  espies 
four  bodies  of  horse  standing  in  readiness  to  receive  htm;  and 
charging  and  routing  those  horse,  drove  them  quite  out  of  the 
field  beyond  their  own  work,  foot  and  cannon,  some  into  the 
island,  and  others  to  Muskbam  bridge,  pursuing  them  with  that 
expedition,  that  he  besieged  them  in  their  own  intrenchment 
at  the  Spittle  with  his  horse,  before  his  foot  came  within  four 
miles.*' 

During  the  second  siege  in  1644,  an  extraordinary  circum- 
stance is  related  to  have  taken  place  of  one  Clay,  a  trades- 
man of  some  eminence  residing  in  the  market  square,  who,  as 
is  recorded  on  his  monument  in  the  churchy  is  said  to  have 
dreamed  three  successive  times  in  one  night,  that  his  house  was 
in  flames.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  last  dream  he  get  up  much 
confused,  and  caused  his  whole  family  to  leave  the  house ;  very 
soon  after  which,  a  bombshell  from  Beacon  hill  fell  on  his  habi* 
tation,  and,  passing  through  every  floor,  was  set  on  fire. 

Much  gallantry  was  displayed  during  the  third  siege ;  and  it 
has  been  particularly  recorded,  that  on  the  first  of  January 
164£,  the  Newarkers  made  a  most  determined  sally  upon  Poynts'a 

quarter* 
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^aaTiew  at  Stoke,  and  killed  and  look  above  990  of  h'»  men; 
bwt  the  most  effectual  attack  was  on  the  first  of  April  in  the 
same  year,  when  they  killed  and  drowned  several  hundred  of 
the  enemy's  choice  troops,  and  took  so  many  prisoners,  that 
their  numbers  caused  great  sickness  in  the  town.  It  has  been 
asserted,  that  Newark  might  have  sustained  the  siege  many 
months  longer ;  but,  as  has  been  before  noticed,  it  was  sur- 
rendered to  the  Scots  army,  by  the  king's  order,  on  the  19th 
of  May  1645-6.  Mention  about  this  time  is  made  of  a  memora- 
ble gentleman  volunteer,  Mr.  Gawen  Rutherford,  who  well  de- 
serves to  be  held  in  everlasting  remembrance  for  his  loyalty ; 
04  for  having  twenty-nine  children  by  one  wife,  he  trooped  under 
bis  twenty-seventh  child,  who  was  a  commander  for  his  Majesty 
at  Newark." 

Of  the  state  of  Newark  at  the  close  of  the  last  siege,  we  may 
form  a  good  idea  from  the  MSS.  already  noticed  as  preserved 
by  Mr.  Dickenson,  "  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  did  much  de- 
sire the  surrender  to  be  speeded  as  much  as  could  be,  longing 
for  their  enlargement,  which  occasioned  the  surrender  a  day 
sooner  than  by  the  articles  was  agreed.  And  truly  it  is  become 
a  miserable,  stinking,  infected  town.  I  pray  God,  they  do  not 
insect  the  counties  and  towns  adjacent— they  carried  not  much 
out  of  the  town,  for  they  had  but  very  few  carriages/' 

After  the  surrender,  the  country  people  were  ordered  to  come 
with  pick  axes,  shovels,  &c.  to  demolish  all  the  works  and 
circumvallatioa ;  hot  one  of  the  sconces  has  been  left  entire, 
and  gives  a  good  idea  of  the  state  of  warfare  at  that  time.  It  is 
extremely  small,  and  consists  of  five  bastions,  being  a  pentagon, 
but  these  are  so  near  to  each  other,  that  the  cortines  are 
scarcely  half  pistol  shot  in  length,  contrary  to  the  usual  scale 
which  always  allows  two  musqaet  shot  between  the  retiring 
flanks  of  two  bastions  :  and,  being  fortified  on  the  fieldface  as 
well  as  towards  the  town,  shews  that  the  assailants  were  not 
without  their  apprehensions  that  some  attempt  to  raise  the  siege 
might  cause  an  attack  upon  their  own  works. 

¥  4  Siout 
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Since  the  Revolution,  tittle  remains  to  be  noticed,  except  * 
progressive  improvement  in  trade,  manufactures,  and  opulence  ; 
the  leading  point*  of  which  will  be  detailed  inder  their  respee* 
tire  heads  in  the  description  of  the  place* 

The  whole  parish  of  Nevtaark  contains  about  800  acres.  Some 
changes  with  respect  to  its  boundaries,  however,  must  bare 
taken  place:  for  Mr.  Dickenson  tells  as,  that  anciently  the 
Trent  passed  near  to  the  town  about  350  yards  distant  from  the 
castle,  where  the  bed  of  the  old  river  is  very  apparent,  and  is 
to  this  day  called  the  "  Old  Trent."  Where  the  main  stream 
now  runs  by  Kelham,  there  was  a  small  brook  which  not  being 
sufficient  for  the  various  purposes  of  the  Sutton  family,  resident 
there,  a  cut  was  made  from  the  Trent  to  the  brook  which  gave 
a  turn  to  the  whole  current,,  probably  aided  by  the  obstruction 
which  the  mills  at  Newark  must  be  supposed  to  occasion :  it 
there  forced  its  way  and  formed  that  channel  which  is  now 
seen.  An  island  has  thus  been  formed,  which  is  remarkably 
fine  feeding  land  for  cattle ;  there  is  also  under  the  upper  stra- 
tum of  gravel  a  bed  of  clay  extremely  useful  for  the  making  of 
bricks. 

It  is  a  curious  fact,  that  although  the  number  of  inhabitants, 
and  consequently  the  number  of  dwellings,  are  increased  in  a 
great  proportion,  even  within  the  last  two  centuries,  yet  the 
ichnograpby  of  the  town,  according  to  Mr.  Dickinson,  appears 
to  have  undergone  no  alteration.  Northgate,  indeed,  which 
now  forms  a  part  of  the  town,  appears  in  former  times  to  have 
been  only  a  hamlet;  for  it  is  in  many  places  called  "  Nortbgate 
juxta  Newark." 

The  Streets  of  Newark  are  now  kept  in  a  very  respectable  con- 
dition :  yet,  according  to  the  before  mentioned  authority,  which 
we  shall  often  have  occasion  to  quote,  this  improvement  is  but 
of  late  date,  although  an  act  of  Parliament  for  paving  them  aas 
passed  in  the  27th  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  It  was  not*  however, 
until  the  middle  of  James's  reign,  that  even  the  paving  of  the 
market  pUce  was  begun,  and  that  only  a  causeway  six  feet 

9  broad 
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broad  ftam  the  west  corner  of  the  market  place  to  the  sooth, 
porch  of  the  church.  At  that  time  there  wis  a  cross  in  the 
centre  of  the  market  square,  on  which  was  cat  the  name  of  the 
undertaker  of  the  work,  and  the  date  (H«  W.  1619)  for  Henry 
Webster. 

The  Castle  and  its  precinct,  though  within  the  borough  of 
Newark,  are  in  the  parish  of  Stoke.    It  was  built,  or  re-edified, 
in  the  reign  of  Stephen,  by  Alexander,  bishop  of  Lincoln,  and 
ttse&naineof  Abie-work  still  preserved.*  Henry  of  Huntingdon* 
in  speaking  of  this,  acknowledges  that  this  kind  of  military 
erections  were  even  at  that  time  deemed  rather  improper  for  an 
ecclesiastic  to  engage  in ;  the  pious  bishop,  therefore,  built  two 
monasteries  as  an  expiation.    But  though  he  might  flatter  him* 
self  with  thereby  avoiding  the  pains  and  penalties  of  purgatory, 
it  appears  that  Stephen  was  not  so  easily  satisfied,  but  haying 
seized  both  the  bishop  and  his  uncle*  kept  them  in  durance 
until  they  had  surrendered  to  him  all  their  fortresses.    The 
governor  of  the  castle  refused  to  deliver  it  to  the  king's  officers, 
without  an  order  from  the  bishop  in  person;  this,  however,  he 
waved,  when  he  received  notice  from  the  bishop,  that  the  king 
had  made  a  vow  that  he  should  have  neither  meat  nor  drink 
until  it  was  given  up.    In  the  days  of  John,  and  in  the  baro- 
nial wars,  it  several  times  changed  hands.  Whilst  a  royal  garri- 
son, the  troops  repeatedly  sallied  out,  wasting  the  lands  of  the 
neighbouring  rebellious  barons;  but  the  Dauphin  of  France,  whom 
they  had  called  in,  in  order  to  put  a  stop  to  the  depredations, 
ordered  Gilbert  de  Gaunt,  whom  he  had  lately  created  Earl  of 
Lincoln,  to  proceed  with  a  considerable  force,  either  to  re* 
doee  it,  or  to  repel  the  soldiers  of  the  garrison.    He,  however, 
having  got  intelligence  of  the  king's  approach  with  a  powerful 
army,  retreated  to  London:  but  John,  having  in  his  march 
over  the  washes  lost  a  part  of  his  army  together  with  his  car* 
riages  and  military  chest,  who  were  all  surprized  and  over* 
whelmed  by  a  rapid  flood  tide,  he  retired  to  this  castle ;  and, 

being 
•  Vide  Grose'*  Antiquities. 
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being  extremely  sick  and  in  violent  anguish  of  mind,  here 
•tided  bis  unfortunate  reign  in  1316,  the  19th  of  October. 
Stowe  adds,  that  immediately  on  his  decease,  his  attendants* 
after  taking  all  that  was  about  bim,  fled;  not  leaving  so  ranch 
of  any  thing,  worth  the  carriage,  as  would  cover  his  dead 
carcase, 

•  The  governor,  Robert  de  Gangi,  seems  now  to  have  given  it 
up  to  the  barons,  for  Henry  the  third,  on  his  accession,  found  it  in 
their  hands:  but  he  having  directed  it  to  be  restored  to  the  bishop 
ef  Lincoln,  De  Gangi  refused  at  first  on  pretence  of  money  due 
to  him  j  he  was  by  force  at  length  compelled  to  be  content 
with  the  payment  of  100/.  In  1580,  Cardinal  Wolsey  lodged 
here  with  a  great  retinue,  in  his  way  to  Southwell,  where  be 
was  accustomed  to  spend  part  of  the  summer.  The  remainder 
of  its  history  may  be  considered  as  connected  with  that  of  the 
town,  already  recorded* 

Though  now  iu  ruins,  it  still  presents  an  august  appearance, 
which  would  be  even  much  more  so,  were  it  not  that  its  re- 
mains are  applied  to  the  purposes  of  coal  wharfs,  stables,  &c. 
The  north  front  over  looking  the  river*  is  the  most  perfect, 
having  a  large  square  tower  at  the  north  east  angle,  and  another 
in  the  centre  of  the  elevation.  Between  these  great  features, 
in  the  principal  story,  and  among  some  large  magnificent  win* 
dows,  is  an  excellent  projecting  window,  forming  a  perfect 
specimen  of  those  called  bayt,  or  bowers,  in  ancient  times. 

The  general  outline  of  the  plan  of  the  castle  is  square  ;  its  di- 
mensions are  very  great;  and  the  number  of  stories,  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  north  front,  seems  at  least  to  have  been  five. 
Within  the  exterior  walls,  nothing  remains ;  and  the  plot  bat 
long  been  used  as  a  bowling  green.  The  vestiges  of  the  great 
hallf  shew  evidently  that  it  was  built  in  later  times,  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  roof  appears  to  have  been  inserted  into  the 
wall*;  and  in  this  ball,  the  before  mentioned  window  seems  to 

have 
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liave  been  banging  over  tbe  river,  and  even  of  later  construc- 
tion, as  it  could  not  hare  been  placed  there,  until  all  tbe  an- 
cient modes  of  defence  had  become  oat  of  use. 

Under  this  hill,  is  a  most  curious  arched  vault  or  crypt,  sup* 
ported  by  a  row  of  pillars  in  the  middle,  and  having  loops  and 
embrasures  towards  the  river  in  which  were  planted  cannon  in 
tbe  civil  wars.  At  tbe  end  of  this  vault,  there  are  some  remains 
of  the  entrance  of  a  subterraneous  passage,  said  to  have  gone  a 
great  way  under  ground.  There  are  also  some  vestiges  of  a  stair* 
ease  from  the  vault  op  to  tbe  hall.  Exclusive,  however,  of  this 
kali  and  vault,  what  remains  of  the  edifice  seems  most  evidently 
to  continue  precisely  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  king  Stephen;  and 
exhibits  a  curious  specimen  of  the  odd  mixture  of  old  Norman 
architecture,  and  of  these  which  bishop  Gondulph  first  intro* 
duced  at  Rochester  castle. 

The  Bridge,  which  crosses  the  river  close  by  tbe  castle,  was 
originally  of  wood,  but  pulled  down  in  1775  being  then  quite 
ruinous;  when  Henry  Duke  of  Newcastle  caused  one  to  be 
erected  of  brick,  faced  with  atone.  A  better  idea  of  its  appear- 
ance may  be  formed  from  the  accompanying  plate  than  from 
any  description* 

TbeCnuacR  has  long  been  considered  as  the  first  parish 
church  in  the  kingdom.  It  is  of  the  age  of  Henry  tbe  sixth,  and 
Tboroton  says  "  yet  I  suppose  it  better  than  all  the  ten  men* 
tioned  in  Domesday  book,  which  I  guess  were  not  all  in  tbe 
town,  though  in  the  Soc"  It  is  indeed  a  noble  edifice,  its  ex- 
terior most  soperb ;  mullioiis  and  tracery  of  excellent  designs 
fill  the  windows  5  in  different  parts  of  the  building  are  niches 
with  statues,  and  ether  decorations;  and  there  is  perhaps  no 
ecclesiastical  edifice  which  contains  such  a  number  of  short 
ludicrous  busts,  forming  spout  heads,  &c.  except  Magdalen 
college  in  Oxford.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  indeed,  that  the 
buildings  which  surround  it  take  off  much  from  the  effect 
which  would  otherwise  be  produced  by  a  clear  view  of  tbe  edi- 
fice,   Tbe  other  church  having  been  destroyed  during  the  civil 

wars. 
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wars,  this  seems  to  have  had  tbe  undivided  attention  of  succeed- 
ing generations  for  its  preservation  and  improvement  Tbe 
tower  is  light  and  handsome,  possesses  much  symmetry  tad 
beauty,  and  has  a  peal  of  eight  bells;  it  is  much  ornasaented 
with  arch  work  and  imagery,  and  supports  a  lofty  stone  spire 
adorned  with  the  twelve  apostles  hi  niches,  and  which  makes 
a  very  handsome  show  in  approaching  the  town  in  all  direc- 
tion*. 

The  inside  of  the  church  has  much  of  a  cathedral  appearance  ; 
but  the  nave  is  narrow  and  gloomy.  The  pillars  are  light  awl 
beautiful ;  the  choir  is  inclosed  by  a  rich  screen  of  woodaa 
carved  work,  and  has  a  spacious  east  aisle  behind  it.  The  aisles) 
are  lofty,  and  the  pavement  is  covered  with  sepulchral  memo* 
rials;  besides  which  the  numerous  monuments  and  brasses  are 
in  good  preservation.  The  new  galleries  too  add  ranch  both  te 
the  beauty  and  convenience  of  the  building. 
'  The  windows  have  formerly  been  filled  with  painted  glass, 
some  of  which  are  still  in  good  preservation,  representing  the  va- 
rious events  of  our  Saviour's  life;  the  history  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment was  formerly  in  the  windows  of  the  north  aisle,  and  in  the 
east  window  the  history  of  Joseph.  Besides  these,  here  have 
been  many  armorial  bearings  of  Deyncourt,  Cromwell,  Tate- 
•hall,  Cha  worth,  Caltopt,  Foljambe,  Leek,  Barry*  fee. 

Most  of  the  important  monumental  inscriptions  may  be  fared 
mThoroton;  we  shall,  however,  briefly  notice  a  curious  brass 
ef  an  ecclesiastic,  mentioned  by  Gough  in  his  Sepulchral  Mo» 
Moments.  It  is  on  a  large  slab,  at  the  entrance  of  tbe  south 
transept,*  and  contains  tbe  figure  under  a  rich  canopy  of  three 
arches  with  double  rows  of  saints  round  it.  Over  the  saints, 
an  angel  sided  by  two  naked  figures;  under  the  two  uppermost 
saints  kneel  figures  with  labels.  Angels  at  the  side  of  his  head 
bold  censers  or  litui.  He  is  in  curled  flowing  hair,  a  long  coat 
with  pocket  holes  in  front,  and  over  it  a  kind  of  mantle  lined 
with  something  like  minever,  his  sleeves  are  buttoned  to  the 

wristbands, 
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wristbands,  and  from  his  conjoined  hands  falls  *  scroll  inscribed 
*  Miserere  mei,  domine  Deus  meua."  He  has  pointed  shoes  or 
bftW  boots,  with  a  buckle  or  opening  in  the  instep.  Between 
his  feet  is  represented  a  lion  hunting.  The  whole  figure  is 
mueh  worn  by  trampling;  but  the  tradition  of  the  place  is*  thai 
this  is  the  grave  of  Alan  Fleming,  the  founder  of  the  church,  and 
of  course  the  oldest  one  in  it. 

The  communion  plate  is  all  of  massy  silver,  the  gifts  and  be* 
quests  of  various  individuals ;  yet  it  is  surprising,  that  when  a 
most  daring  attempt  was  made  about  seventy  years  ago  to  rob 
the  church,  the  thieves  did  not  touch  the  plate,  but  seesaed  in* 
tent  only  on  securing  the  money  belonging  to  the  corporation* 
which  they  supposed  to  be  kept  here  in  an  iron  chest 

Of  other  Religious  Foundations  here  waa  an  Hospital*  de- 
dicated to  St  Leonard,  founded  by  Alexander,  bishop  of  Lin* 
coin,*  in  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  first,  or  be- 
ginning of  that  of  Stephen,  and  confirmed  by  bis  successor 
Philip.  Perhaps  this  is  the  one  said  to  have  consisted  of  a 
master,  one  chaplain,  and  three  poor  persons,  with  revenues 
amounting  to  18/. 

Here  were  also  a  house  of  Austin  friars,  and  another  of  Obmr* 
warn  friars ;  the  friary  seal  was  discovered  some  years  ago,  and 
its  facsimile  (a  bast  of  the  Madona  and  child)  may  be  seen  in 
the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  Vol.  76,  page  913. 

An  ancient  hospital  for  sick  persons,  belonging  to  the 
knight's  templars,  was  founded  here  before  118$:  and  at  the 
further  end  of  the  tfortbgate  street  was  a  great  house  called  the 
Spittle,  burnt  down,  as  already  mentioned,  in  the  civil  wars.f 

Here  also  were  formerly  a  great  house  called  the  Ckamtty 
Fnesckool,  and  a  Song  School  at  the  north  west  corner  of  the 
church-yard  for  an  organist  and  six  choristers. 

The  present  Grammar  School  was  founded  by  Dr.  Thomas 
Magnus  in  1589;  as  appears  by  an  inscription  over  the  door. 

The 
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TheM  arkst  Place  is  a  handsome  square;  but  traditionally 
•aid  to  be  much  smaller  than  it  once  was.  It  is  related  that  in 
the  civil  war*,  no  less  than  ten  thousand  men  hare  been  drawn 
up  in  it,  All  this,  however,  mast  seem  doubtful  to  any  one  who 
will  examine  the  antiquity  of  the  buildings  which  surround  it* 
the  scite  of  the  church  and  townhall,  of  the  inn,  &c.  when  he 
will  scarcely  find  room  for  its  ever  having  been  more  extensive 
than  at  present  Some,  indeed,  consider  the  double  row  of 
buildings  between  the  south  side  of  the  church  and  the  market 
place,  as  an  encroachment,  and  Mr.  Dickinson  is  of  the  same 
opinion  ;  yet  let  the  houses  on  that  side  next  the  church  be  ex- 
amined, and  it  will  perhaps  appear  that  they  are  of  an  older 
date  than  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

The  market  on  Wednesday  is  well  supplied  with  butcher's 
meat,  fish,  poultry,  and  vegetables,  &c. 

The  Townhall  is  a  neat  and  even  elegant  building  of  stone, 
erected  in  1805  by  the  corporation  at  an  expense  of  17000/. 
paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  testamentary  estates  led  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  town.  It  stands  in  the  market  place,  has  a  nar- 
row, but  light  and  airy  front,  and  possesses  considerable  depth* 
The  basement  is  rustic;  four  handsome  pillars  support  a  pedi- 
ment ornamented  with  the  corporation  arms.  On  the  top  is  a 
statue  of  Justice,  and  the  ballustrades  give  it  a  handsome  finish. 
It  is  three  stories  high,  and  has  seven  windows  in  front  Here 
are  held  the  concerts  and  assemblies,  and  also  all  the  corporate 
meetings,  &c. 

The  Fairs  are  six  in  the  year;  at  which  a  considerable  traf- 
fic is  carried  on  in  cattle  of  all  kinds.  The  dates  are,  first  on 
Friday  before  Careing  Sunday,  or  Sunday  before  Easter ;  se- 
cond May  14th,  or  day  after,  if  Sunday  ;  third  Wbitsun  Tues- 
day ;  fourth  Lammas,  or  Maudlin  fair,  on  August  the  second, 
or  if  on  Sunday  the  day  after;  fifth  All  Saints  fair,  1st  of  No- 
vember ;  sixth  St  Andrew's,  on  the  Monday  before  December 
the  11th. 

The  Editor  of  these  sheets,  when  at  Newark,  was  a  dap  after 

the 
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thtfair;  but  Mr.  Dickinson,  be  finds,  complains  that  gteatan* 
noyance  is  given  to  travellers,  and  to  the  inhabitants  themselves, 
in  consequence  of  the  mart  for  horses  being  held  on  the  great 
London  road  at  the  southern  extremity  of  the  town ;  and  that 
for  cattle  and  sheep,  on  the  spacious  area  which  composes  the 
entrance  from  the  elegant  bridge  northward  of  it ;  whilst  those 
filthiest  qf  all  animals,  swine,  are  posted  on  the  causeways  near 
the  fronts  of  the  houses  in  the  principal  streets.  Some  me* 
lioration  of  these  nuisances  has,  we  believe,  taken  place  since 
Mr.  Dickinson  wrote. 

la  1800,  an  annual  cheese  market  was  established  here,  to 
be  held  on  the  Wednesday  preceding  the  second  of  October. 

The  Manufactures  of  Newark  are  extensive:  at  the 
south  end  of  the  town,  a  cotton  mill  has  been  erected  of  con* 
siderable  size,  from  which  a  great  number  of  poor  derive  a 
comfortable  subsistence*  When  Sir  F.  M.  Eden  wrote  his  work 
on  the  poor,  he  states  the  cotton  business  to  have  been  then  the 
principal  one  here ;  and  adds  that  a  mill  for  making  cotton 
thread  for  the  hosiers  gave  employment  to  upwards  of  300> 
chiefly  women  and  children,  earning  from  one  to  five  shillings 
per  week. 

In  North  gate,  there  is  a  very  large  Brewery,  where  a' great 
trade  was  carried  on  for  many  years  with  the  northern  parts  of 
Europe,  until  such  a  heavy  duty  was  imposed  on  the  impor- 
tation of  British  beer  by  the  Russian  government,  as  to  amount 
almost  to  a  prohibition.  Since  that  event,  it  is  pleasing  to  un- 
derstand that  the  propietors  have  cultivated  a  trade  at  home 
with  no  less  assiduity  than  success. 

The  Workhouse  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  kingdom*  It- if 
sufficiently  capacious  and  well  aired  ;  and  the  sexes  very  judi- 
ciously  separated,  on  the  two  sides.  Eden  speaks  of  it  *  as 
being  well  supplied  with  vegetables  from  a  good  garden,  and 
in  all  other  respects,  both  within  and  without,  exhibiting  a  de- 
gree 

*  VWe  Sir  Frederick  Morton  Edcn'i  very  Taluible  work  on  tko  Ststo  of  the 
Poor. 
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gre*  of  comfort  and  neatness  seldom  to  be  met  with.  Ho  aho 
alludes  lo  a  most  liberal  arrangement  of  a  few  apartments,  ra- 
ther neater  than  the  rest,  appointed  for  the  reception  of  such 
persons  as  have  been  unfortunately  precipitated  from  an  easy 
station  in  life,  to  the  humiliating  condition  of  subsisting  on  a 
parochial  allowance :  and  he  adds  that  their  situation  receives 
every  attention  that  humanity  could  dictate.  This  was  pub- 
lished some  few  years  ago ;  but,  on  recent  enquiry,  we  find  the 
same  reputable  conduct  to  be  adhered  to,  and  even  improved 
on. 

In  1794,  when  Sir  F.  Eden  wrote,  the  industry  of  the  pau- 
pers also  was  well  attended  to ;  some  of  the  children  were  em- 
ployed at  the  cotton  mill ;  others  permitted  to  engage  in  such 
work  as  suited  them  in  different  parts  of  the  town ;  and  the 
grown  people  allowed  two-pence  in  the  shilling  out  of  their 
earnings.  At  that  period  the  annual  expense  was  upwards  of 
1300/. 

The  badge,  as  appointed  by  the  act  of  William  the  third,  is 
worn  by  the  paupers  ;  but  on  its  having  been  laid  aside  tome 
years  ago,  the  paupers  increased  so  much,  that  it  was  soon  re- 
stored, and  it  was  then  found  that  several  persons  who  had 
before  made  regular  applications  to  the  parish  immediately 
declined  asking  for  relief!  The  donations  and  charities  are 
mostly  under  the  direction  of  the  corporation,  and  there  has 
been  of  late  y  Ars  about  130/.  per  annum  arising  from  these 
distributed  amongst  the  poor  in  money,  coals,  com,  bread,  &<% 
to  which  we  must  add  the  very  liberal  .subscriptions  in  winter 
and  in  times  of  scarcity  to  relieve  the  distresses  of  those 
seasons.  There  are  two  hospitals,  or  almshouses,  for  the  re- 
ception of  14  decayed  tradesmen,  and  10  widows;  one  of  these 
was  founded  by  alderman  Willliam  Philpott,  who  left  ample 
possessions  for  its  support. 

But  the  Labouring  Poor  have  perhaps  done  more  for  their 
own  support,  in  this  place,  than  in  any  other  town  in  the  king- 
dons,  as  they  have  no  less  than  ten  friendly  societies,  which 

even 
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even  tome  years  ago  consisted  of  800  members.  Some  of  their 
regulations  too  are  excellent :  no  relief  is  given  if  the  cause 
of  distress  arises  from  quarrelling  or  from  vicious  habits ;  and 
any  member  spending,  at  one  sitting,  more  than  twopence  in 
an  alehouse,  is  expelled.*  If  these,  or  similar  regulations, 
were  to  be  well  attended  to,  there  would  seldom  be  occasion 
for  a  Town  Gaol  :  from  the  sise  of  this  one,  indeed,  we  may 
imagine  that  it  is  but  seldom  wanted.  When  the  benevolent 
Howard  was  here,  it  was  merely  a  place  with  two  rooms  arched 
with  brick,  the  largest  up  stairs,  12  feet  by  11 ;  but  as  the  two 
windows  looked  towards  the  street,  he  complained  that  no 
guard  could  be  put  against  the  admission  of  spirituous  liquors  ; 
nor  was  there  either  court,  water,  or  sewer,  for  the  conve* 
nience  of  the  prisoners.  Some  melioration  has,  since  that, 
taken  place. 

The  Population  of  Newark  is  estimated  in  1795  by  Sir 
Frederick  M.  Eden,  at  7000,  consisting,  as  he  describes  them, 
of  tradesmen,  inn -keepers,  and  a  few  gentlemen  of  independent 
fortune.  If  he  was  correct,  it  has  increased  very  little  in  a 
eour&e  of  17  years;  for  by  the  census  of  last  year  (1811)  it 
appears  that  there  are  only  3319  males,  and  3917  females,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  7236 ;  and  that  these  form  1595  families,  inhabiting 
1465  houses,  with  12  houses  building,  and  18  uninhabited.  It 
may  seem  strange  to  see  innkeepers  specified  as  making  a  dis- 
tinct branch  of  the  population  ;  but  it  must  be  recollected  that 
Newark  is  a  principal  station  on  the  great  north  road.f  The 
Vol.  XII.  Q  inns 

•  Yet  in  1795  there  were  49  alehouses  in  Newark ;  we  believe  the  num- 
ber it  not  diminished. 

t  The  north  road  running  through  this  town  being  e  cause  of  great  influx 
of  strangers,  it  has  long  been  a  matter  of  interest  with  the  inhabitants  to 
render  it  commodious.  That  part  of  it*  across  the  vale  of  Trent,  (in  length 
•bout  three  miles)  being  subject  to  inundations  of  the  tint,  and  often  from 
that  circumstance  having  been  impassable,  the  inhabitants  at  length  came  to 
the  public  spirited  resolution  of  making  a  turnpike  road,  so  high  and  sub* 
Manual  as  to  be  passed  with  safety  in  the  greatest  floods.     Under  the  road  in 

manj 
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inns  alio  are  of  great  antiquity*  and  it  is  singular  that  the  JSeano* 
een'$  head  has  existed  as  an  inn  ever  since  the  days  of  Edward 
tbe  third ;  this  is  proved  by  a  series  of  conveyances  and  deeds: 
and  the  antiquity  of  another,  almost  contiguous,  is  ascertained 
by  the  deed  of  Adam  Creymers  de  Newark  and  Amicia  his 
wife,  who  gave  to  their  son  Walter  all  that  house  known  «  by 
the  name  of  the  White  Hart,  in  the  market  stede,  and  passing 
backward  to  the  street  called  Carter  Gate,"  temp.  Hen.  4.  The 
antiquity  of  the  Swan  and  Salmon  also,  near  to  the  castle,  is  as- 
certained as  far  back  as  Henry  the  eighth. 

Here  are  Subscription  Dance  and  Card  assemblies  held  aft 
the  Town  hall :  the  Assembly  Room  is  handsomely  finished 
with  Corinthian  pilasters,  and  a  rich  coved  ceiling.  At  on* 
end  of  this,  the  sessions  are  occasionally  held ;  and  at  the  other 
the  corporation  meet  to  transact  public  business.  Upon  the 
whole,  the  state  of  social  manners  in  Newark  is  agreeable: 
bow  much  of  it  is  owing  to  the  remembrance  of  an  early  ex- 
ample, we  shall  leave  to  the  Benedicts  to  determine ;  but  there 
is  a  little  anecdote  told  of  queen  Henrietta  Maria  who  came 
here  in  the  civil  wars,  for  tbe  support  of  the  royal  cause,  with 
an  army  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Jermyn.  Here  A% 
remained  a  few  days,  and  treated  the  ladies  of  the  place  and 
neighbourhood  in  such  a  courteous  and  agreeable  manner,  that 
they  pressed  her  much  to  stay  with  tbem,  until*  the  troops 
were  in  possession  of  Nottingham.  Her  Majesty  replied,  that 
she  was  under  the  command  of  the  king,  and  was  about  to 
march  by  his  order  to  another  place;  bat  although  she  could 
not  Qpmply  with  their  request*  she,  by  her  obedience,  would 
set  them  an  example  to  obey  their  husbands.  It  is  not  recorded 
that  she  had  absolutely  any  reason  to  think  such  an  example 
necessary ;  yet  we  think  it  possible  that  there  may  be  towns  in 

the 

many  placet  are  arche*  neatly  built  of  brick,  intended  to  carry  off  the  water 
witbont  overflowing  (lie  road  ;  there  it  a  bridge  also  near  tbe  town  constrocteal 
for  tbe  tame  purpose,  upon  land  mostly  dry,  consisting  of  nine  lofty  arches 
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the  kingdom  in  which  some  of  the  gentlemen  would  be  happy 
if  her  Majesty  had  paid  them  a  visit  also.* 

Here  is  an  Agricultural  Mbbting  which  has  been  attend- 
ed with  much  benefit  to  the  neighbouring  counties. 

The  Parliamewtary  and  Municipal  History  of  this  town 
present  some  scenes  of  an  agreement  to  disagree,  which  are  by 
no  means  conducive  to  the  comfort  of  the  place.  Real  pro- 
perty is  much  diffused  in  the  town,  in  consequence  of  which 
it  has  always  possessed  great  weight  in  county  elections.  The 
number  of  freeholders  is  of  late  much  increased  from  the  divi- 
sion add  sale  of  property,  but  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  lord 
Middleton,  and  Sir  J.  W.  Gordon,  Bart,  are  the  greatest  indi- 
vidual proprietors  in  the  parish.  In  consequence  too  of  such 
large  sums  of  public  money  being  at  the  disposal  of  the  trus- 
tees for  the  various  bequests,  there  have  been  of  late  years  the 
most  violent  contests  for  the  office  of  church  warden;  the 
partisans  have  been  distinguished  by  red  and  blue  ;  arid  it  is 
whispered  that  instances  have  taken  place  of  three  guineas 
being  paid  for  a  vote. 

No  great  differences,  however,  have  taken  place  on  religious 
points,  for**  there  are  not  more  than  a  fourth  or  fifth  of  the  in* 
habitants  who  dissent  from  the  establishment.  These  are  either 
Calvinists,  or  Methodists ;  and  each  have  a  place  of  worship. 

Oldfield,  in  his  "  History  of  Boroughs/'  tells  us  that  a  con- 
test had  existed  here  above  a  century,  between  those  who  uxre 
taxed,  and  those  who  were  not  taxed,  but  who  were  of  sufficient 
ability  to  be  charged  scot  and  lot !  These  latter,  however,  had 
their  hard  case  taken  into  consideration  ;  and  in  1699  the  House 
ef  Commons  came  to  a  resolution,  that  all  who  paid,  or  ought 
topay,  had  a  right  to  vote  at  elections :  yet  in  a  resolution,  in 
1791,  the  words  "  ought  to  pay"  were  omitted  ;  but  we  have 
not  heard  of  any  complaints  of,  late  years,  of  being  exempt 
from  taxes !    The  families  of  Newcastle  and  Rutland  may  be 

Q,  2  supposed 

''♦  Mr.  Harrod,  m  modern  topographer,  gives  this  story  an  earlier  origin; 
and  tarries  it  back  to  tbt  tine  of  Henry  the  third. 
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•apposed  lo  hare  some  influence  here,  the  one,  from  property 
in  the  town ;  the  other,  from  landed  property  in  the  vicinity. 
An  opposition,  however,  has  long  existed,  at  the  head  of  which 
of  late  years  has  been  Mr.  Dickinson  Rastall,  the  antiquary 
and  topographer,  whose  liberal  character  and  conduct,  we  hare 
been  given  to  understand,  have  prevented  an  overflow  of  party 
spirit  on  more  occasions  than  one,  and  to  whom  therefore, 
though  personally  unknown  to  us,  we  are  happy  to  pay  an 
humble  tribute  of  just  praise* 

Newark  is  the  last  borough  in  England  which  received  a 
chartered  right  of  representation,  so  late  as  the  29th  of  Charles 
the  second.  The  electors  consist  of  the  mayor,  12  aldermen, 
12  assistants,  and  about  73$  others.* 

As  far  back  as  1532,  a  donation  was  bequeathed  by  Robert 
Brown,  to  be  applied  "  whether  in  the  reparation  of  the  church, 
or  any  good  works  to  be  done  in  the  town;"  there  are  also  se- 
veral others,  and  the  whole  are  now  regulated  by  an  order  of 
chancery.  The  trustees  have  done  much  for  the  town,  from 
their  increase,  in  repairing  the  church,  paying  the  streets, 
building  the  town  ball,  and  supporting  the  poor ;  all  without 
parish  rates,  and  sanctioned  by  an  act  in  1773.  The  estates 
principally  lie  in  Everton  parish ;  and,  instead  of  being  a  job, 
are  now  let  to  the  best  bidders,  and,  if  we  are  correctly  inform- 
ed,  amount  in  the  whole  to  near  3000/.  per  annum. 

The  Vicinity  of  Newark  in  its  immediate  outskirts  has  been 
much  cut  up  by  military  works  in  the  civil  wars,  many  traces 
•f  which  remain  ;  and  the  stranger  will  not  neglect  to  visit  the 
Beacon  Hill,  where  there  are  some  very  extensive  quarries  of 
gypsum,  once  extolled  as  a  manure,  hut  said  by  Mr.  Lowe,  in 
his  "  Agricultural  Survey,"  to  have  been  attended  with  •«  bad 
weeets,'*  iu  this  neighbourhood. 

In 

•  The  visitation  of  Sir  Richard  St.  George,  Norroy  king  at  arma,  in  1614, 
now  in  the  Hurl.  Col.  1400,  contains  nmhy  particular*  respecting  the  corpo- 
ration. The  corporate  arms,  given  by  Elisabeth,  are  considered  by  *lr%  Pick* 
inton,  as  illustrative  of  the  families  then  possessing  influence  in  the  place* 
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la  it*  BfootAPHT  of  Newark,  we  roust  not  forget  Thomas 
Magnus,  who,  by  an  old  tradition  recorded  by  Fuller,  is  said  to 
bare  been  found  in  the  church  porch*  and  therefore  called  by 
the  people,  "Thomas  among  Us :"  but  it  appears  to  be  other- 
wise from  his  deed  of  settlement,  (when- Archdeacon  of  the  east 
Riding  of  Yorkshire,  and  Warden  of  Sibthorpe  College,}  in 
which  he  mentions  several  of  his  family.  "  It  soundeth  much 
in  his  praise/9  says  Fuller,  "that  be  forgot  not  his  gratitude  to 
the  town  of  his  nativity,  where  he  erected  a  fair  school  with 
other  benefactions.  He  flourished,  as  1  take  it,  under  Henry 
the  eighth/' 

John  Lightfoot,  D.D.  chancellor  of  Cambridge,  and  well 
kmown,  by  his  Hebrew  and  Rabbinical  learning,  was  born 
here  in  1603 ;  but  his  life  is  not  sufficiently  interesting  to  re* 
quire  further  notice. 

At  Coddington,  on  the  Skrtford  road,  is  a  handsome  seat  of 
S.  €•  Colcloogh,  Esq.  but  this  neighbourhood  is  most  remarka- 
ble for  Brouch,  which  Stukely  calls  the  undoubted  Croeolana 
of  the  Romans,  lying  three  miles  north  of  Newark.  He  de- 
rives thk  name  from  the  quantities  of  wild  saffron,  (Krokos,  in 
the  Greek,  and  British  LAa*,  an  enclosure,)  but  this  is  fanciful, 
as  well  as  Baxter's  idea  of  Grug,  a  heath.  All  traces,  however, 
of  the  city  are  gone,  except  the  straightness  of  the  roads  «nd 
bye  lanes,  with  repeated  discoveries  of  coins,  much  rusty  iron, 
and  iron  ore,  which  is  thought  by  Stokeley  to  prove  the  exist- 
ence of  antient  forges  here.  He  adds  "  the  old  landlady  at 
the  little  alehouse,  which  is  the  only  house  there,  tilt  Tom 
Cope's  and  another  were  lately  built,  (1724),  says  that  where 
her  fire  place  is  the  cross  once  stood,  and  that  the  whole  is  , 
fairy  ground,  and  very  lucky  to  live  on/' 

Bahmby  in  the  Willows,  is  a  small  place  on  the  borders, 
with  a  small  church ;  and  Balderton  about  two  miles  from 
Newark,  where  there  is*  handsome  seat  of  Joseph  Sykes,  Esq. 
though  a  large  village  on  the  great  north  road,  is  only  remark- 
able for  a  moat  curious  Saxon  porch  to  the  church,  richly 

Q  3  wrought 
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wrought  with  zig  zag  mouldings  and  oxes  heads  ;*  and  for  a 
curious  epitaph  on  Anne  Lake  in  1660  which  says  that 


-  the  wa§  sent 


In  virgin  coyne  to  pay  dame  nature's  rent/' 
and  concludes  with  asserting  what  some  may  be  disposed  to  al- 
low, that 

"  The  next  to  the  martyr'*,  it  the  vtrgut's  place  !" 

Hawton,  a  small  Tillage,  sooth  of  Newark,  with  ita  church 
surrounded  by  trees,  presents  a  very  picturesque  appearance; 
but  unfortunately  most  of  the  ancient  monumental  figures  de- 
scribed by  Thoroton,  principally  of  the  Molyneux  family,  to- 
gether with  the  armorial  glass,  are  now  in  a  state  of  dilapidated 
mutilation  and  destructive  fracture.  The  stalls  in  the  chancel 
are  rich  in  decorations  of  carving ;  but  some  of  the  designs  are 
too  grossly  indelicate  for  preservation. 

Staunton  lies  about  seven  miles  S.  S.  E.  of  Newark,  and  the 
same  distance  to  the  north  east  of  Bingham ;  and  is  situated  in 
the  vale  of  Belvoir,  at  the  extremity  of  the  county,  adjoining 
Lincolnshire  and  Leicestershire,  about  two  miles  from  Long 
Bennington,  through  which  the  north  road  passes;,  and  is  190 
miles  from  London. 

The  lordship  of  Staunton  contains  1300  acres  of  land,  and 
was  inclosed  in  the  year  1760.  The  soil  is  clay,  which  pro- 
duces good  wheat  and  beans,  and  excellent  grazing  ground  : 
there  is  a  quarry  of  exceeding  good  stone  in  the  parish,  hav- 
ing three  strata;  the  first  is  thin  and  shivery ;  only  fit  for  tbe 
top  dressing  of  roads;  the  second  is  a  hard  blue  stone,  proper 
for  building  and  burning  into  lime,  which  is  equal  in  quality 
to  the  Barrow  lime  in  Leicestershire,  being  impervious  to  water; 
and  the  third  stratum  is  a  large  flooring  stone,  used  by  tbe  in- 
habitants in  laying  the  floors  of  their  dwellings;  it  has  also* 
been  known  to  polish  for  chimney  pieces.  As  the  lime  is  so 
very  similar  in  quality  to  the  Barrow  lime,  it  is  supposed  that* 

the- 

9  Of  thi<i  a  plate  may  be  seen  ia  tbe  Gent.'s  Mag,  vol.  76.  p,  913. 
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the  seme  strata  of  stone  ran  from  Barrow  through  Stsauton  to 
Beacon  hilt  near  Newark 

Staontou  belonged  to  two  maiden  ladies,  Anne  and  Emma, 
the  only  surviving  daughters  of  Job  Staunton  Charlton,  Esq. 
who  served  in  Parliament  for  the  boroagh  of  Newark  for  many 
years.  sjHe  was  the  last  male  heir oftbis  most  ancient  family,  and 
died  in  January  1777.  His  father  was  Gilbert  Charlten,  second 
son  of  Sic  Job  Charlton,  of  Ledford  in  the  county  of  Hereford, 
baronet;  and  bis  mother  Anne,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Harvey 
Staunton,  Esq.  whose  ancestors  have  been  in  possession  of  this 
place,  from  the  time  of  the  Saxons  in  1066.  This  union  trans* 
ferred  the  Staunton  estate  to  the  Charltons,  and  upon  the  death 
of  Anne,  she  eldest  and  hut  surviving  daughter  of  the  above 
Darned  Job  Staunton  Chariton,  (who  died  in  1807,)  she  left  her 
estates  at  Staunton  and  in  Yorkshire  to  her  second  cousin  Elisa- 
beth, the  daughter  of  Job  Broogb,  Esq.  of  Newark,  and  the 
wife  of  the  Rev.  John  Ashpinshaw,  LL.  D.  and  directed  by 
her  last  will  and  testament,  that  they  and  their  issue  should 
take  the  name  and  bear  the  arms  of  Staunton  only,  which  was 
confirmed  by  the  king's  sign  manual  June  30th,  1807,  and  re* 
gistered  in  the  College  of  Arms. 

The  mansion,  of  which  a  plate  is  here  annexed,  is  a  hand- 
some  and  noble  structure,  with  many  very  excellent  rooms 
therein  of  large  dimensions,  and  the  gardens  and  pleasure 
grot*  4s  are  very  beautiful  and  extensive,  from  whence  there 
is  a  delightful  view  of  Bel  voir  Castle,  the  seat  of  his  grace 
the  Duke  of  Rutland.  Sir  Mauger  Staunton  defended  this  cas- 
tle against  William  the  first,  duke  of  Normandy,  generally 
styled  William  the  conqueror,  and  there  made  his  composition 
and  contract  for  bis  lands,  and  had  the  strongest  fortress  therein, 
ever  since  called  by  his  name  ♦'Staunton's  Tower/' 

The  church  is  a  handsome  structure,  with  a  tower,  contain* 
tng  four  bells,  and  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary.  In  the  church 
•re  many  monuments  of  the  Stauntons,  of  great  antiquity. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Staunton,  the  present  possessor,  has  made 

Q4  great 
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great  improvements  in  planting  and  ornamenting  the  place. 
The  tower  of  the  church  and  the  woods  about  the  mansion  any 
be  seen  from  the  north  road  between  king  Bennington  and 
Newark.* 

Sibthobpb  had  once  a  large  mansion  of  the  Burnetts,  bos 
nothing  now  remains  except  a  dore  cote.  In  the  church  are 
some  ancient  tombs  of  the  Burnell  family  ;  on  one  of  which, 
Mr.  Throshy  in  a  fit  of  critical  accuracy  corrects  a  mistake  of 
Thoroton,  by  substituting  1589  for  1590.  Tanner  tells  us  that 
here  was  a  College  founded  by  Geffrey  le  Scroop,  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  tbe  second,  the  whole  of  which  afterwards  came  to 
the  WhalJeys. 

FuNTBAit  has  a  handsome  Hall,  the  seat  of  colonel  Thoroton, 
a  descendant  of  Dr.  Thoroton  the  topographer.  It  is  a  hand* 
some  modern  building  on  tbe  road  from  Bingham  to  Newark* 
and  erected  on  an  ancient  mansion  of  the  Husseys  since  tbe 
time  of  Edward  the  third.  Tbe  church  contains  an  ancient 
cross  legged  figure  of  the  14th  century,  described  by  Gough,f 
and  vulgarly  called  "  Old  Butler ;"  but  tbe  legs  are  nearly 
gene,  and  it  is  shamefully  mutilated.  A  former  incumbent  of 
this  parish  was  an  odd  character,  and  saved  upwards  of  1500A 
by  a  most  beggarly  and  penurious  mode  of  life;  he  has  been 

known 

*  A  fuller  account  ot  Staunton,  end  the  Staunton  family  may  be  Men  in 
Thoroton's  Antiquities  of  Nottinghamshire,  p.  156,  (where  there  is  a  canoes 
rhyming  pedigree  done  by  one  Robert  Cade,  with  all  tbe  epitaphs  end  also 
ail  the  buildings,  births*  marriages,  &c.)  also  in  that  very  excellent  and  to. 
luminous  work,  Nicolls's  History  of  Leicestershire,  Vol  II,  pages  *6, 17, 
84.  under  the  head  "  Belvoir." 

The  arms  of  Staunton  are,  argent,  two  chemmels  sable.  Crest,  a  fot 
patsant  proper. 

Ihe  present  arms  are  argent,  two  chevronoU  table ;  and  (for  distinction) 
on  a  canton  asute,  a  qoatrefoil  or,  crest,  a  fox  passant  proper,  charged,  for 
distinction,  with  a  quatrefoil. 

The  Staontons,  baronets,  of  Ireland  (of  whom.  Sir  George  Staunton,  tbe 
companion  of  Lord  Macartney  in  his  embassy,  was  tbe  first  baronet)  are  said 
to  t>e  a  younger  branch  of  the  family. 

f  Sepulchral  Monuments. 
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known  to  wire  the  thatchers  to  get  a  penny,  and  once  went  to 
Newark  with  a  letter  for  the  sum  of  twopence  ! 

Blvbston  or  Elston  has  an  ancient  mansion,  the  residence 
of  Robert  Waring  Darwin,  Esq.  The  village  is  large,  and  hat 
an  hospital  for  four  widows  founded  by  Anne  Darwin  in  1744 
The  neat  church,  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  contains  many  monu- 
ments of  the  Darwin  family,  originally  of  Lincolnshire. 

The  late  admired  Dr.  Darwin,  was  a  native  of  this  place 
and  youngest  son  of  Robert  Darwin,  Esq*  a  barrister.  After 
receiving  the  rudiments  of  education  at  a  country  school,  he 
went  to  St.  John's  college,  Cambridge,  where  be  proceeded 
M.B.  in  1755,  and  bis  first  poetic  effusions  were  in  the  Univer- 
sity collection  of  odes  and  elegies  on  the  death  of  the  late 
prince  of  Wales.  These,  however,  are  considered  as  not  con- 
ferring any  distinction  on  the  author;  nor  did  they  even 
.give  any  promises  of  his  future  excellence.  Having  received 
iiis  degree  of  M.D.  he  found  the  capital  overstocked,  and  there* 
lore  selected  Litchfield  for  his  professional  labours,  where  he 
resided  pifciy  years. 

He  wrote  several  medical  treatises,  and  in  1789  brought  out 
his  "  Botanical  Garden ;"  after  which,  impressed  with  a  thorough 
conviction  of  the  advantages  resulting  from  system,  he  reduced 
Medicine  to  the  Linnean  mode  of  arrangement  in  his  "Zoono- 
mia,  or  Laws  of  Organic  Lifc."  He  afterwards  settled  at 
Derhy,  and  his  whole  life  was  distinguished  by  a  regard  to  the 
cause  of  science,  and  of  humanity. 

In  the  Philosophical  Transactions,*  there  is  a  curious  paper 
by  Dr.  Stukeley,  describing  a  stone  found  in  the  grounds  at 
the  rectory  here,  with  a  skeleton  impressed  in  it,  of  a  most 
enormous  size,  and  which  is  supposed  to  have  belonged  jto  a 
crocodile,  or  porpoise.  The  stone  was  supposed  to  have  been 
brought  from  the  neighbouring  quarries  of  Fulbeck,  through 
the  whole  of  which  range  of  hills  there  are  immense  strata  of 
atone  abounding  in  shells  and  other  submarine  substances. 

Stoke 

•  Vol.  XXX.  p.  96. 


tM  VaTTIJOfrAMMXU.  ' 

Stosb  bt  Newark  t*  a  very  pleasant  village,  mat  retiredly 
situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Trent,  though  the  post  road  goes 
sfcrasgh  part  of  it.  It  lies  upon  the  fosse,  and  may  have  been 
*  Roman  station ;  it  had  also  a  very  ancient  hospital  *  dedi- 
cated to  St.  Leonard,  for  a  master,  chaplains,  brethren,  and 
aide  persona. 

Near  the  church,  is  a  pleasing  little  mansion,  the  residence 
of  Sir  George  Smith  Bromley,  Bart  in  the  arrangement  of 
which  taste  and  comfort  seem  to  have  gone  hand  in  hand.  The 
gromds,  though  on  a  small  scale,  are  pleasing,  and  hare  an 
extensive  prospect  over  the  vale  of  Trent  below,  and  also  of 
the  Church,  a  respectable  edifice  standing  on  a  rising  ground  in 
front,  and  dedicated  to  St  Oswald.  The  chancel  is  ancient, 
and  the  whole  is  kept  in  excellent  order,  so  as  to  do  away  the 
complaint  made  by  Mr.  Throsby  twenty  years  ago :  here  is  a 
monument  to  the  memory  of  the  father  of  the  present  baronet 

Stoke/ield,  as  it  is  called,  was  the  scene  of  the  battle  between 
Henry  the  seventh,  and  the  army  under  the  earl  of  Lincoln 
who  had  espoused  the  cause  of  the  impostor  Lambeth  Shnnel, 
the  pretended  earl  of  Warwick,  and  claimant  of  the  crown. 
This  took  place  in  1487,  but  Hall,  Stow,  and  Hollinshed,  all 
differ  with  respect  to  the  day,  calling  it  the  6th,  16th,  and  90th, 
of  June.  Bering  according  to  tradition  says,  that  Henry's 
head  quarters  were  in  Elston  fields,  and  that  the  battle  was 
fought  close  to  them,  the  earl  of  Lincoln  having  quartered  at 
Newark ;  but  Rap  in  copying  from  the  chronicles,  says,  that  the 
king  marched  so  as  to  prevent  the  earl  from  reaching  Newark, 
and  encamped  between  that  town  and  the  enemy,  whilst  the 
earl,  advancing  to  Stoke,  encamped  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  a 
position  which  we  shall  presently  shew  to  be  correct  The 
next  day,  the  king  having  formed  his  army  into  three  lines,  f 
resolving  that  the  van  only  should  engage,  and  having  advanc- 
ed into  the  plain  to  offer  battle,  the  earl  left  bis  strong  po- 
sition, 

#  Tanner's  Monasticon. 
t  Vide  Bacoo's  History  of  Henry  the  seventh. 
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*  sitson,  the  battle  commenced,  and  after  three  hoars'  hard  fight- 
ing, in  which  the  insurgents  did  wonders,  Irish  under  the  earl 
of  Kildare,  Germans  under  Martin  Swart,  as  well  as  the  few 
English,  the  whole  rebel  line  was  broken,  and  all  the  chieftains 
slain.    A  flight  now  took  place  in  which  the  greatest  part  of 
the  fugitives  were  slain,  having  taken  a  route  to  the  river,  in 
hopes  of  fording  it,  by  a  deep  ravine  (leading  to  Ftskerton 
Ferry)  which,  the  tradition  of  that  neighbourhood  says,  run 
with  blood.    This  ravine  is  extremely  deep  and  steep,  but  now 
filled  up  with  young  plantations  ;  it  is  parallel  to  the  modern 
road,  and  opens  on  the  plain  at  the  back  of  the  ferry  house, 
where  the  river  is  easily  fordable  for  horses,  and  might  even 
"be  passed  by  armed  men,  if  there  was  a  necessity.    Bacon,  in 
his  history,  complains  that  u  the  relations  that  are  left  unto  us 
-are  so  naked,  and  negligent,  (though  it  be  an  action  of  so  recent 
memory,)  as  they  rather  declare  the  success  of  the  day,  than 
the  manner  of  the  fight ;"  it  is  evident,  however,  from  a  care- 
ful view  of  the  ground,  compared  with  the  different  accounts, 
and  by  an  eye  not  unaccustomed  to  such  scenes,  that  the  battle 
mast  have  been  fought  in  the  plain  between  Stoke  and  Thorpe, 
rather  than  between  Stoke  and  Elston.    The  total  slaughter  of 
both   armies   amounted  to  7000  men  ;*  and  though  the  lord 
Lovel,  one  of  the  insurgents,  is  stated  by  cotemporary  histo- 
rians to  have  swam  into  the  Trent  on  horseback,  "  but  could  not 
recover  the  further  side  by  reason  of  the  steepnesse  of  the  bank 
and  so  was  drowned ;"  yet  Bacon  adds  « but  another  report 
leaves  him  not  there,  but  that  he  lived  long  after  in  a  cave  or 
vault."    Now  it  is  a  curious  fact  that  Bacon  should  have  heard 
such  a  report,  particularly  when  we  advert  to  Gough's  addi- 
tions to  Camden,  where  it  is  said  that  the  house  of  Minster 
Lovel  in  Oxfordshire  which  belonged  to  Lord  Lovel,  being  not 
*  many  years  ago  pulled  down,  in  a  vault  was  found  the  body  of 
a  man,  in  very  rich  cloaths,  seated  in  a  chair,  with  a  table  and 
f  mass 

9  Bacon  aajs  4000  of  the  insurgents  and  all  the  officers,  together  with 
«fac  half  of  the  king's  vanguard,  but  none  of  note. 
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mass  book  before  him.  The  body  was  entire  when  found  hf 
the  workmen,  hut  upon  admission  of  the  air,  soon  fell  into 
dust.  From  this,  Mr.  Gough  concludes  that  having  retired  to 
bis  own  house,  he  had  trusted  himself  to  some  servant,  mod 
afterwards  been  neglected  through  treachery,  fear,  or  accident, 
.  befelltng  the  servant*  Under  all  these  circumstances,  bowerer, 
it  is  extraordinary  how  the  report  could  have  arisen  in  Bacon's 
time,  so  long  before  this  last  mentioned  discovery. 

It  is  extremely  probable,  from  the  coincidence  of  name  and 
other  circumstances,  that  this  event  formed  the  ground  work  of 
Miss  Clara  Reeve's  elegant  romance  of  the  "Old  English  Ba- 
ron." 

On  the  high  road  from  Newark  to  Worksop,  is  Kelhav 
House,  the  seat  of  John  Manners  Sutton,  Esq.    This  kail,  or 
house,  is  a  plain  but  elegant  building  of  brick  with  stone  cor- 
ners and  window  frames,  of  three  stories  in  height,  standing 
in  a  handsome  lawn  on  the  banks  of  the  Trent.      It  consists  of 
a  large  centre  and  two  wings ;  the  lawn  and  grounds,  though 
not  very  extensive,  are  yet  extremely  pleasing  and  kept  in  good 
order ;  and  the  view  of  Newark,  across  the  river,  forms  a  fine 
prospect  from  the  house.     It  had  for  some  time  been  unoccu- 
pied, but  is  again  inhabited  by  the  family.      Close  to  the 
grounds  there  is  a  very  curious  wooden  bridge  over  the  Trent, 
which,  however,  does  not  seem  exactly  to  justify  Mr.Throsby's 
observation  of  its  being  "  apparently  the  most  complex  man 
ever  formed."    The  village  is  small,  but  comfortable ;  and  the 
church,  dedicated  to  St.  Winifred,  has  a  very  handsome  tower, 
and  also  a  richly  wrought  monument  of  the  last  lord  Lexington 
and  his  lady,  of  fine  statuary  marble,  but  the  figures  strangely 
placed  bock  to  back.      He  holds  a  coronet  in  one  hand,  and  a 
book  in  the  other  which  rests  upon  a  scull,  whilst  the  lady  has 
a  ring,  the  emblem  of  matrimonial  happiness  in  this  world,  and 
eternal  duration  in  the  next.    The  inscription  states  the  family 
of  Sutton  to  have  flourished  here  from  time  immemorial,  and  . 
their  claim  to  the  title  to  be  as  old  as  1251,  at  which  time  Row- 
land 
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land  Sutton  married  Alice,  sister  and  coheir  to  Robert  lord  Lex* 
angton. 

Averham,  or  Aram,  was  another  seat  of  the  family,  bat  now 
dismantled  and  disparked.  The  church  has  some  carious  alle- 
gorical memorials  of  South  and  Too,  &c.  with  many  noun- 
raents,  particularly  of  the  first  lord,  who,  as  Thoroton  says, 
••  very  much  increased  bis  patrimony,  ever  kept  a  plentiful 
sober  house,  and  was  much  out  of  purse  for  Charles  the  first, 
who  created  him  a  Peer."  He  is  described  as  a  loyal  subject,  a 
lover  of  his  country,  a  good  husband,  rather,  friend,  landlord, 
master,  and  neighbour.  On  a  monument  of  Sir  William  Sut- 
ton, there  are  recorded 

"  Eight  of  each  sex ;  of  each  an  equal  part. 
Ushered  Co  heaven  their  father,  and  the  other 
Remained  behind  him  to  attend  their  mother." 

At  Beksthorpb,  in  this  neighbourhood,  there  is  a  good  seat 
belonging  to  Thomas  Bristow,  Esq.  and  there  was  a  Charity 
School,  supported  by  a  small  endowment,  and  voluntary  con- 
tributions ;  but  it  is  now  no  more.  The  hall  is  a  spacious  man- 
sion,  quite  in  the  old  style  of  James's  reign,  with  pointed 
roofs,  an  ancient  ball,  a  tower,  and  some  very  extensive  ok 
fices.  There  were  several  other  ancient  seats  here,  good  spe- 
cimens of  old  times,  Deanshall,  Earlston,  &c.  but  these  have 
been  all  pulled  down. 

North  and  South  Muskhams  on  the  great  north  road  now 
form  one  village  of  upwards  of  a  mile  and  half  in  length.  The 
church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Wilfrid,  is  situated  in  the  centre  of 
the  village,  and  has  a  respectable  Gothic  appearance  being 
as  old  as  the  14th  century  at  least ;  here  are  some  old  monu- 
ments. 

In  South  Muskham  is  the  Grange,  a  very  pleasing  resi- 
dence, the  seat  of  William  Dickenson  Rastall,  Esq.  who  has 
distinguished  himself  as  a  topographer  of  some  of  the  most 
interesting  parts  of  his  native  county.     Part  of  the  house  was 

built 
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built  about  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  the  other  part 
is  more  recent,  and  having  two  neat  wings  in  the  modern  style 
the  whole  is  now  a  neat  and  convenient  abode,  with  good  plea- 
sure grounds,  &c. 

In  North  Muskham  is  Muskham  House,  a  superb  modern 
edifice,  built  in  1793*  the  residence  of  Joseph  Pocklington, 
Esq.  It  stands  on  the  east  side  of  the  north  road,  and  consists 
of  a  centre  of  very  fine  elevation,  and  two  wings ;  with  of- 
Sees  on  a  very  extensive  scale.* 

*  A  singular  character  died  at  this  village  in  1805  ;  his  name 
Was*.  About  thirty  years  before  his  decease,  he  made  a  tow 
never  to  step  out  of  his  house  on  any  account ;  and  notwith- 
standing the  entreaties  of  his  friends  scrupulously  adhered  to  it 
until  his  death. 

Winthorpe  Hall,  the  seat  of  R.  Pocklington,  Esq.  is  also  in 
this  neighbourhood,  and  is  an  elegant  building  of  two  stories 
on  a  rustic  basement.  The  plantations  and  grounds  are  very 
extensive ;  and  on  a  gentle  rise  which  commands  charming 
prospects,  particularly  over  the  vale  of  Belvoir,  there  is  an  oc- 
tagonal temple  with  a  table  made  out  of  part  of  the  wrecks  of 
the  Spanish  floating  batteries  destroyed  at  the  memorable  at- 
tack on  Gibraltar. 

Holme,  a  village  three  miles  from  Newark,  and  in  this  vi- 
cinity, is  highly  deserving  the  notice  of  the  antiquary,  on  ac- 
count of  its  Church.  This  village,  in  the  seventeenth  century, 
belonged  to  Sir  Thomas  Barton,  knight ;  whose  fortune  having 
been  acquired  by  the  woollen  manufacture,  he  was  not  asham- 
ed to  confess  it,  but  placed  the  following  distich  in  the  windows 
of  his  mansion, 

"  I  thank  God,  and  ever  shall ; 
ItA»as  the  sheep,  that  paid  for  all." 

The  church,  or  rather  chapel,  has  some  monuments  of  the* 
family  in  the  chancel.    On  the  north  side  stands  a  very  large 
and  curious  altar  tomb. with  two  recumbent  figures  of  a  man 
9  and 
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and  woman,  and  below  a  very  striking  figure  of  an  emaciated 
youth  in  the  last  stage  of  a  decline. 

Over  the  south  porch  is  a  chamber  called  "  Nan  Scott's."  It 
is  said,  by  tradition,  that  the  last  great  plague  was  particularly 
fatal  to  this  village ;  at  which  time  this  Anne  Scott  retired  to 
the  room  here  mentioned,  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  food  to1 
last  her  several  weeks.  Having  remained  unnoticed  until  her 
provisions  were  expended,  she  ventured  to  return  to  the  village, 
which  she  found  entirely  deserted,  only  one  person,  besides 
herself,  of  its  former  inhabitants,  being  alive.  Shocked  by 
the  horrors  of  the  scene,  she  is  said  to  have  retained  to  thii 
chamber,  where  she  took  up  her  residence  again  for  the  re- 
mainder of  a  long  life. 

Cromwell  stands  on  the  great  north  road,  a  little  beyond 
Muskham.  The  village  is  but  small,  but  is  remarkable  for  * 
handsome  parsonage  which  owes  much  to  the  late  incumbent* 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Bastall.  It  was  "  ancientley  the  seate  of  Crum- 
well  which  was  raised  in  Sir  Raufe  Crumwell  to  Lord  Crome- 
well  of  Tattershall  in  Lincolnshire,  and  Lord  Treasurer  of  Eng- 
land in  the  time  of  Henry  the  sixth,  and  died  sans  issue."* 

Carlton  upon  Trent  is  a  pleasant  village  on  the  same  great 
road,  with  a  very  handsome  and  commodious  inn.  The  man* 
sion  house  was  built  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  and 
was  long  the  residence  of  Sir  William  Earle  Welby,  Bart,  The 
•mall  chapel  is  curious ;  and  the  tourist  cannot  fail  to  observe  a 
small  house  by  the  road  side  with  a  large  horse-shoe  in  brick- 
work at  the  end  of  it.  It  seems-  whimsical;  but  the  editor  of 
these  sheets  could  not  procure  any  information  respecting  it* 

The  Collegiate  Church,  and  town  of 

SOUTHWELL, 

lie  to  the  west  of  Newark,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.    It 
is  seated  on  a  gentle  eminence,  embosomed  in  trees,  and  in  the 

centre 

♦  Harl.  Col.  $68. 
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centre  of  an  amphitheatre  of  swelling  hills,  on  a  fertile  soil, 
well  wooded,  and  their  bases  washed  by  the  little  river  Greet, 
so  much  celebrated  for  its  red  trout.  This  town  is  very  much 
reduced  in  size  of  late  years ;  and  we  have  been  informed  that  the 
foundations  of  a  whole  street  have  been  at  times  discovered  ran* 
ning  in  an  east  and  west  direction,  in  a  part  of  the  immediate  vici- 
nity where  now  there  are  no  other  traces  of  inhabitants ;  but  the 
hamlets  of  East  and  West  Thorpe,  which  are  contiguous  to  it, 
appearing  to  form  part  of  it,  and  going  under  the  same  name, 
the  tourist  will  generally  consider  it  as  a  pretty  large,  but 
much  scattered  country  town,  without  referring  to  these  local 
distinctions.  It  is  properly  divided  into  two  parts;  the  Bur- 
gage or  "  Burridge,"  and  the  Prebendage:  the  former  of  which 
comprehends  all  that  space  between  the  market  place  and  the 
river  Greet,  whilst  in  the  other  is  the  Collegiate  Church  and  its 
property. 

That  this  was  a  Roman  station,  there  can  be  no  doubt; 
though  antiquaries  have  quarrelled  about  its  name.  On  the 
Burridge  hill  are  the  remains  of  a  Roman  fosse,  evidently  the 
Burgus,  or  camp ;  and  many  old  Roman  bricks  have  been  found 
in  the  ruins  of  (he  prebemlal  houses  and  the  late  discovery  of 
the  foundation  of  the  Roman  bridge  in  the  Trent,  near  to  Win- 
thorpe,  from  which  to  Southwell  the  road  has  been  traced  by 
Mr.  Dickinson,  has  tended  very  much,  in  that  gentleman's  opi- 
nion, to  Confirm  the  belief  that  Southwell  was  the  true  Ad 
Pontem  of  the  Romans.  Horsley  indeed,  in  his  Britannia  Ro- 
mana,  whilst  commenting  on  the  sixth  Iter,  thinks  that  if  the 
distance  of  Ad  Pontem  from  Margidunum  is  set  off  from  the 
station  near  East  Bridgeford,  it  will  bring  us  to  Farudon  over 
against  Southwell ;  but  he  adds,  that  though  Newark  has  by 
some  been  supposed  to  be  the  place  which  Bede  calls  "  Tiorul- 
fingaceaster,"  yet  that  termination  seeming  to  imply  a  Roman 
station  somewhere  in  its  neighbourhood,  (which  he  did  not  be- 
lieve  Newark  to  have  been,)  might  apply  to  Southwell  "  an 
ancient  place,  but  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  river."     He  still, 

however. 
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however,  considers  Ad  Pontem  as  having  been  in  this  neigh* 
bourhood ;  and  even  this  admission  is  considered  by  Mr.  Dick- 
inson as  in  favour  of  his  opinion.    The  Saxon  name  of  Tiovul- 
fingaceaster  is  said  by  this  latter  gentleman  to  mean,  (when 
analysed)  "  the  place  where  much  industry  was  employed  in 
laying  hands  on  the  multitude ;"  Tiolas  signifying  industry  in 
Saxon,  Vulgus  being  the  Latin  for  multitude,  Fengar,  Saxon,  to 
i*y  hands  on,  and  Ceaster,  the  Saxon  for  castrum,  alluding  to  the 
baptismal  ceremony  performed  by  Paulinus  first  archbishop  of 
York,  in  which  the  crowd  were  dipped  in  the  Trent  as  soon  as 
they  were  converted.    The  modern  appellation  is  said  by  Dag- 
dale,  to  have  arisen  from  a  spring  or  well  to  the  southward  of 
the  church. 

Leland  in  his  Itinerary,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth 
•ays,  "  Southwell  town  is  metely  well  builded,  but  there  is  no 
market  public.  The  minster  of  our  lady  is  large  but  of  no 
pleasant  building,  but  rather  strong."  Its  appearance,  how- 
ever, at  the  present  day  is  such  as  even  Leland  might  have  ad- 
mired, (though  more  a  man  of  industry  than  of  taste,)  as  much 
has  of  late  years  been  done  to  give  it  a  thorough  repair.  For 
this  purpose  a  contribution  has  been  set  on  foot,  as  far  back  as 
1804,  the  whole  of  this  venerable  pile  having  been  long  in  a 
state  of  almost  absolute  ruin.* 

At  present  its  extreme  length  is  306  feet;  its  breadth  59;  and 
the  length  of  the  cross  aisle  from  north  to  south  is  121  feet. 
All  historians  have  agreed  in  attributing  its  first  foundation  to 
Paulinus,  archbishop  of  York,  who  was  sent  by  Pope  Gregory, 
by  the  advice  of  St.  Augustine,  in  order  to  establish  Christianity 
in  this  island.  This  was  in  627,  on  the  Easter  day  in  which 
year,  he  baptized  Edwin  the  Great,  king  of  Northumberland 
with  his  whole  court  at  York;  in  which  conversion,  however. 
Vol.  XII.  R  the 

*  Towards  accomplishing  this  praiseworthy  design,  Col.  Eyre  set  a  raani- 
ftceot  example  bj  subscribing  1001. ;  many  others  have  come  forward  hand* 
soawly ;  and  the  dean  and  chapter  having  contributed  largely,  every  exeniou 
is  now  making  to  complete  the  design. 
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the  saint  seems  to  have  been  much  assisted  by  the  queen  Ethef- 
burga,  daughter  of  Ebauld  king  of  Kent,  who  had  been  already 
converted. 

During  a  succession  of  ages,  until  the  dissolution,  this  church 
bad  been  encouraged  and  endowed  by  tbe  liberality  of  both 
monarchs  and  nobles,  and  protected  by  the  decrees  of  popes,  and 
the  regulations  of  various  prelates;  and  it  is  said  by  Mr.  Bastall, 
that  scarce  a  person  was  advanced  to  the  see  of  York  that  did  net 
render  it  more  independent  on  his  promotion,  whilst  its  own 
members  always  manifested  their  attention  by  some  augmen- 
tation of  its  revenues,  whenever  they  had  been  long  in  the  en- 
joyment of  their  benefices.    In  the  early  part  of  Henry's  reign, 
its  charities  were  dissolved,  and  that  order  of  its  priests. ex* 
pelled;  and  soon  after,  it  shared  in  the  general  wreck  of  colle- 
giate foundations.    It  was,  notwithstanding,  declared  by  act  of 
Parliament  in  Henry's  34th  year  (1542)  to  be  the  mother  church 
of  Nottinghamshire ;  a  favour  which  it  owed,  partly  to  Cran- 
mer,  and  partly  to  the  intercessions  of  the  gentry  of  the  county. 
In  Edward's  reign  the  chapter  was  dissolved  and  granted  to  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland,  but  restored  by  Mary  to  the  arch* 
bishop  and  chapter,  in  whose  hands  the  property  still  remains, 
and  queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  27th  year,  ordained  a  new  code  of 
laws,  which,  with  some  occasional  decrees  of  different  arch- 
bishops, form  its  present  municipal  law. 

It  suffered  much  in  the  civil  wars,  being  sequestrated,  hot 
afterwards  restored ;  but  it  has  not  even  yet  recovered  the 
damages  done  by  Cromwell's  troops,  who  converted  it  into  a 
stable  for  their  horses,  broke  down  the  monuments,  and  rant* 
sacked  the  graves  of  tbe  dead  for  lead  and  other  valuables. 
Even  as  late  as  1793,  some  of  the  iron  rings,  driven  into  the 
walls  to  fasten  the  horses  to,  were  still  in  existence.  It  was 
also  damaged  considerably  by  being  set  on  fire  by  lightning  on 
the  5th  of  Nov.  1711. 

Generally  speaking,  this  great  mass  of  building  has  sustained 
little  alteration,  except  in  some  of  the  windows*  whose  Saxon 

areas* 
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arches  have  given  place  to  the  Gothic  pointed  ofttes  of  the  14th 
century*  Indeed  there  is  still  a  tradition  that  the  most  ancient 
part  of  it,  which  is  pure  Saxon,  was  built  in  the  short  reign  of 
the  usurper  Harold ;  and  the  pillars  in  this  part  of  it  are  large, 
.plain*; and  singularly  massive.  The  capitals  too  are  sparingly 
decorated,  the  arches  simple,  singular,  and  heavy,  and  the  roof 
of  timber.  All  of  which  Mr.  Rastall  seems  to  consider  as  in 
favour  of  the  tradition.*  Upon  the  whole,  there  is  no  doubt 
that,  with  the  exception  of  St.  Augustine's  at  Canterbury* 
founded  in  605,  this  is  the  oldest  building  now  in  existence  in  . 
this  kingdom. 

In  approaching  this  venerable  edifice  on  the  north  side,  the 
visitor  will  notice  a  Gothic  gateway  with  reducing  parapets; 
at  this  spot,  in  point  of  scenery,  the  gateway  occupying  the 
foreground,  and  the  Chapter  House  and  north  side  of  the 
church  seen  through  it  in  perspective,  have  a  very  picturesque 
effect.  In  the  western  wall,  a  Saxon  gateway  seems  coeval 
ejwith  the  earlier  part  of  the  building.  A  recent  architectural 
critict  observes,  that  the  parts  of  this  gateway  are  plain  jambs 
and  an  abacus,  supporting  a  semicircular  arch  with  two  fecies 
by  way  of  architrave ;  above  the  head  of  the  arch  has  been 
fixed,  probably  in  the  14th  century,  a  cecess  with  an  Ogee 
bead,  but  the  statue  is  gone*  Through  the  gateway,  the  tou- 
rist will  have  a  direct  view  of  the  west  front,  with  the  Chapter 
House  on  the  left,  and  some  round  monastic  buildings  on  the 
right;  the  whole  giving  an  heartfelt  impression  by  its  appearance, 
at  once  striking  from  its  grandeur,  and  venerable  from  the  re* 
collection  that  it  has  lasted  more  than  a  thousand  years. 

This  west  front  consists  of  two  lofty  square  towers,  divided 
into  seven  stories,  and  decorated  with  ornamented  windows, 
and  arched  recesses;  whilst  between  the  towers  are  the  western 
entrance  and  the  great  window.  These,  however,  are  insertions 
of  a  later  date  than  the  original  edifice,  having  pointed  heads 

R2  and 

*  William  Dickinson  Rastall,  Esq.  published  some  works  trader  the  name 
of  Dickinson  only ;  and  others  since  he  inherited  the  name  of  Rastall. 
*  Vide  Pursuits  of  Architectural  Innovation,  in  the  Gents,  Mag. 
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and   much  tracery ;  and  even  the  battlements  arc  a  departure 
from  the  original  Saxon  design. 

The  north  side  is  most  strictly  Saxon;  having  five  stories,  with 
breaks  or  pilasters  between  the  windows ;  and  even  the  upper 
row  of  windows  are  circular :  the  elevation  terminates  with  a 
plain  parapet,  and  the  porch  assimilates  to  the  grand  de- 
sign. 

On  eutering  at  the  western  door,  the  visitor  is  much  struck 
with  the  extreme  similarity  of  the  interior  to  Rochester  Cathe- 
dral ;  but  he  soon  leaves  the  plainness  of  Saxon  architecture* 
for  all  the  richness  and  elegance  of  the  meridian  pride  of  Gothic 
architecture  of  the  14th  century,  displayed  in  the  Screen  at  the 
entrance  of  the  choir.  This  has,  in  different  parts*  large  arched 
openings  with  recesses,  the  arches  bordered  by  pediment  finish- 
ing with  entablatures;  and  the  whole  made  completely  similar 
on  both  sides.  The  interior  of  the  screen,  however,  composes  a 
kind  of  doyster  of  three  divisions,  full  of  the  richest  and  most 
delightful  tracery.  This  cloyster  work  presents  an  extraordi«- 
nary  mode  of  geometrical  support  in  the  groins,  which,  though 
on  a  miniature  scale,  forms  an  incontestable  proof  of  the  great 
skill  in  roofing  and  in  arching  of  the  Gothic  architects;  for 
there  are  no  spandrils  to  the  ribs,  "  they  being  left  to  seek  their 
pointed  flight,  independent  of  any  such  seeming  assistance  ;  in 
the  diagonal  line  behind  the  ribs  there  is  open  tracery  filling 
in  that  narrow  space ;  nothing  can  exceed  the  lightness,  and  it 
may  he  said,  the  magic  touch  of  these  vaulted  bows."  Through- 
out the  whole  of  this  splendid  work,  the  minutiae  of  mouldings  and 
ornaments  are  delicate  and  rich  to  excess;  "  in  fine,  this  screen 
may  be  beld  as  one  of  the  gems  of  ecclesiastical  decoration  in  this 
part  of  the  north  :  a  jewel  most  worthy  to  be  prized,  and  by  these 
men  of  taste  and  discernment  who  have,  to  the  high  honour  of 
•this  church,  so  long  kept  it  unsullied  and  free  from  all  dilapi- 
dation, or  more  fatal  improvement*  In  the  rehovation  of  this 
work,  great  pains  have  been  taken  not  only  to  preserve  its 

beauties, 
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beauties  but  to  restore  as  much  of  its  ancient  splendour  as  pos- 
sible ;  and  great  judgement  seems  displayed  in  the  placing  the 
names,  or  ratber  titles,  of  the  various  incumbents  over  their 
stalls,  which  has  the  effect  of  carrying  the  mind  of  the  spec? 
tator  back  to  the  earliest  times.  The  tourist  is  now  led  into 
the  avenue  extending  to  the  Chapter  House,  in  which  the  part 
below  the  windows  consists  of  recesses  with  columns  and 
arches  enriched  with  heads  in  ancient  costume,  adding  much  to 
the  beauty  of  the  pointed  windows  with  their  pleasing  tracery, 
and  the  rich  tight  groins  of  the  roof.  With  respect  to  the  ex- 
terior of  the  Chapter  House,  Mr.  Rastall  very  justly  observes 
that  it  does  not  boast  a  profusion  of  ornament,  though  its  battle* 
ments  and  buttresses  are  light  and  well  finished,  and  in  a  good 
taste.  Its  interior  indeed  is  much  superior;  and  the  arch  of  en- 
trance has  always  arrested  the  attention  of  visitors,  being  superior 
perhaps  to  any  thing  else  of  the  kind  in  the  kingdom.  The 
doable  entrance  is  indeed  replete  with  grace ;  its  ornaments  are 
many,  and  the  running  foliage  of  vines  and  other  plants  is  in 
a  style  of  alto  relief  incredibly  rich  and  airy.*  The  roof  is  of 
■tone  work;  and,  though  not  so  richly  ornamented  as  in  other 
parts,  is  yet  light,  simple,  and  elegant.  In  the  wall  are  many 
niches  forming  the  stalls,  extending  quite  round  the  room, 
separated  from  each  other  by  smalt  cylindrical  columns.  The 
variety  in  the  devices  which  ornament  these  niches  is  extreme ; 
as  no  two  of  them  are  alike*  The  windows  form  fine  specimens 
of  the  later  Gothic;  but  their  sainted  and  armorial  glass  has 
long  been  destroyed.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  the  in* 
traduction  of  modern  stained  glass  will  here  once  more 
"  Teach  light  to  counterfeit  a  gloom  t" 

In  short,  as  it  has  been  well  observed,  altogether  the  columns, 
R  3  arches, 

*  The  writer  of  Pursuits  of  Architectural  Innovation,  is  of  opinion,  from 
the  costume  of  the  heads,  &c.  being  a  king  and  queen,  a  bishop,  ladies  of 
various  ranks,  Sec.  that  this  part  is  of  the  age  of  Henry  the  second ;  but  Mr. 
fUstall  refers  the  whole  to  the  reign  of  Edward  the  third,  whilst  he  attribute* 
Ibe  choir  to  that  of  £dward  the  first* 
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archer  galleries,  windows,  groins,  mouldings,  and  < 
both  of  the  exterior  and  interior,  are  truly  genuine,  and  full  of 
that  infinite  variety  tbat  particularly  characterises,  and  which 
perhaps  gives  to  Southwell  a  celebrity  not  possessed  by  any 
Other  similar  fabric. 

Carter,  in  his  work  on  Ancient  Sculpture,  has  given  many 
specimens  from  this  church,  principally  illustrative  of  antique 
bead  dresses.  He  thinks  the  very  ancient  hieroglyphic*!  sculp- 
ture (of  a  man  drawing  the  teeth  of  a  lion,  accompanied  by  a 
lamb,  and  angel,  and  a  dragon,  which  is  placed  over  the  door- 
way leading  to  the  belfry)  alludes  to  David  whilst  keeping 
his  father's  sheep ;  but  Mr.  Rastall  considers  it  as  typical  of 
Christ,  and  supposes  it  to  be  the  most  ancient  specimen  of  Saxon 
sculpture  in  existence  in  this  kingdom,  perhaps  even  ante- 
cedent to  the  building  of  the  church  ! 

The  Tombs  here  are  not  very  numerous ;  and  seemed  of  so 
little  consequence  to  Thoroton,  that  he  has  not  given  a  single 
engraving  of  them.  The  oldest  is  in  the  north  aiBle,  and  is  ex- 
actly in  the  shape  of  a  modern  coffin,  under  a  circular  arch ; 
there  are  also  several  altar  tombs ;  but  the  brasses  have  been 
stolen,  the  figures  mutilated,  and  in  some  instances  destroyed. 
The  most  worthy  of  notice  is  that  of  archbishop  Sandys  within 
the  rails  near  to  the  altar.  It  is  a  large  alabaster  altar  tomb  with 
bis  effigies  reclining  upon  it,  and  having  on  the  front  his  widow 
and  nine  children  kneeling,  with  a  Latin  epitaph  at  one  end. 

|n  the  Churchyard^  was  a  College  for  the  chauntry  priests, 
pf  which  there  are  some  remains;  but  the  Vicarage,  which  once 
possessed  some  curious  carvings,  was  taken  down  in  1780. 

From  the  wells  in  this  churchyard,  and  others,  this  modern 
name  is  said  to  have  arisen.  On  the  right  of  the  cloyster  was 
the  Holy  well;  and  the  Lady's  well  was  also  within  the  conse- 
crated ground,  but  filled  up  in  consequence  of  a  clergyman 
being  drowned  in  it  in  a  dark  night.* 

Many 

•  St.  Catharine's  Wei!  is  in  West-thorpe,  and  is  celebrated  for  rheumatic 
cures.  The  South  well,  called  the  Lords  well,  is  about  ball*  *  mile  S.  E.  from 
the  town. 
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Many  discoveries  bare  been  made  here  in  digging;  and 
Peck,  in  his  Desiderata  Curiosa  (Book  6,)  gives  an  account  of  a 
body,  being  found  in  the  sooth  aisle  dressed  in  cloth  of  silver 
tissue  ;  with  leather  boots,  a  wand  by  bis  side,  and  on  his  breast 
something  like  a  silver  cap  with  an  acorn  or  bunch  of  leaves  on 
its  top.  Some  have  supposed  him  to  be  one  of  the  family  of 
Caux  ;  but  Mr.  Gougb  considers  him  as  a  Religions  from  the 
chalice  and  crozier.  His  skull  was  thin  and  very  transparent ; 
and  his  teeth  were  all  sound,  and  taken  away  by  the  spectators;  ■ 
even  the  stitching  of  the  boots  was  in  preservation,  though  the 
leather  tore  like  paper. 

In  the  British  Museum*  is  a  grant  by  Elizabeth  in  the  year 
1585,  which  enumerates  the  foundation  and  statutes  by  Henry 
the  eighth  and  Mary;  and  then  enacts  that  all  vicars  and 
ministers  of  this  church,  three  times  per  day,  shall  assemble 
at  such  hours  as  the  archbishop  shall  appoint,  decently  and 
reverently  in  the  choir,  each  in  his  station  and  place,  and  each 
in  his  choral  habit;  also  that  the  Scripture  shall  be  preached 
every  dominical  day  or  festival ;  that  if  any  prebendary  shall 
neglect  his  duty,  he  shall  forfeit  ten  shillings  which  shall  be 
given  to  the  person  who  supplies  his  place,  or  if  no  such  person, 
then   to  the  poor  of  the   town  of  Southwell;  the  vicars  and 
singers,  to  forfeit  a  penny  to  be  divided  amongst  the  others ; 
that  the  choir  service  shall  be  performed  by  six  skilled  in  music, 
and  by  six  instructed  in  the  same.     "  Moreover  if  any  canon, 
or  any  other  member  of  the  church,  shall  be  convicted  either 
of  heresy  against  the  law  of  God,  or  of  treason,  simony, 
usury,  perjury,  knowntheft,  voluntary  homicide,  adultery,  forni- 
cation, or  dilapidation  of  the  goods  of  the  church,  by  two  compe- 
tent witnesses,  or  by  his  own  confession,  or  by  the  notoriety  of 
the  fact,  he  shall  without  delay  be  deprived  of  his  canonry* 
prebend,  or  whatever  place  he  may  hold  in  the  church ;"  and  it 
seems  that,  in  days  of  Catholicism,  the  vicars  were  forbidden  to 
have  any  female  servants,  but  those  whose  ages  exempted  them 

R  4  from 

•  Ajscough't  Catalogue,  4934,  2. 
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from  all  suspicion  of  amorous  inclination.  Regulations  ao 
strict  could  not  fail  of  producing  a  decent  and  orderly  behaviour 
in  these,  almost  monastic,  institutions;  nay,  were  perhaps 
very  necessary,  if  we  are  to  believe  all  the  stories  of  monkish 
knavery  and  wickedness  so  often  bandied  about  at  the  time  of 
the  Reformation.  But  scandal  was  even  busy  in  the  17th  cen- 
tury, when  one  Gervase  Lee  was  fined  in  the  Star  chamber  for 
a  libel  contained  in  a  ballad,  which  Mr.  Rastall  has  preserved  ; 
pne  stanza  of  which  runs  thus  : 

"Again  they  hold  of  their  Virgin  Mary 

Jicce  quern  bmwn  <sf  cohabitare  ; 

And  neither  keep  bakehouse,  brew  boose,  nor  dairy, 

Nor  any  residence,  nor  tell  as  Quarcl" 

The  whole  Establishment  now  consists  of  sixteen  prebendaries, 
or  canons  holding  prebends,  fix  vicars  choral,  organist,  six  sing- 
ing men,  six  choristers,  and  six  boys  as  probationers,  a  regis* 
ter  to  the  chapter,  a  treasurer,  auditor,  verger,  &c. 

Here  also  are  two  annual  synods,  at  which  all  the  Notting- 
hamshire clergy  attend ;  and  over  which  a  certain  number  of 
the  prebendaries  and  other  clergymen  are  nominated  by  the 
archbishop  of  York  to  preside. 

The  civil  government  is  distinct  from  that  of  the  county  iq 
general,  and  called  the  "  Soke  of  Southwell  cum  Scrooby." 
Adjoining  to  the  church  is  a  Free  school  under  the  care  of  the 
chapter,  the  master  of  which  is  chosen  by  them,  but  must  be 
approved  by  the  archbishop. 

There  are  also  two  fellowships  and  two  scholarships  in  St 
John's  College,  Cambridge,  to  be  presented  by  the  master  and 
fellows  of  that  college  to  such  persons  as  they  shall  thiuk 
proper,  who  have  been  choristers  of  Southwell.  These  were 
founded  by  Dr.  Keton,  canon  of  Salisbury,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  eighth. 

With  respect  to  the  Prebends,  there  were  ten  existing  before 
fhe  Conauest :  the  most  ancient  a.re  tbe  three  belonging  to 
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Norwell,  consisting  of  Norwell  Overall,  Palace- hall,  and  Tenia 
Pars ;  next  come  Normanton,  a  small  hamlet  in  the  vicinity  ; 
Oxton  Prima  and  Secunda;  Wodborough;  North  and  South 
Muakham ;  and  Sacrista,  a  local  and  kind  of  official  prebend 
Us  revenues*  in  addition  to  some  lands  in  Southwell,  arising 
firom  the  pentecostal  offerings. 

.  The  six  established  since  the  Conquest  are  Beckingham,  he. 
verton,  Dunham,  Hallougkton  or  Haw  ton,  Ramp  ton,  and  Eaton9 
or  Idleton,  which  last  was  founded  in  1289.  The  prior  of  Thur- 
garton  also  claimed  a  right  to  a  stall  in  the  choir,  superior  to 
those  of  the  prebendaries,  which  was  allowed  to  him;  and  is 
still  preserved  with  his  name  on  it.  In  1576,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  Resident  Prebendary  was  to  have  all  the  tythe  pigs,  &c. 
for  bis  household  expense,  with  all  other  profit?  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion; and  every  residentiary,  vicar  choral,  or  singing  man, 
being  disposed  to  enter  into  commons  with  him,  was  to  pay 
from  5#.  44  to  2s.  2d.  per  week. 

The  house  (of  modern  erection)  appointed  for  the  resident 
prebendary,  is  a  very  handsome  building  at  the  east  end  of  the 
church,  and  is  worthy  the  roost  elegant  domestic  establishment ; 
but  in  1706  it  was  decreed,  as  a  safeguard  of  ecclesiastical 
economy,  that  an  entertainment  of  no  greater  expense  than  SL 
should  be  provided  by  each  new  prebendary  when  installed  » 
he  was.  at  the  same  time  obliged  to  give  21.  for  the  benefit  of  the 
library.    The  Residence  is  taken  in  regular  rotation. 

The  Archbishop's  Palace  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Minster  yard,  within  what  was  once  called  the  Little,  or  New 
Park,  was  once  an  elegant  building,  according  to  the  ancient 
taste.  The  scite  of  the  mansion  still  belongs  to  the  see;  and 
Thoroton  observes  "  the  archbishop  had  a  very  fair  palace  here 
demolished  in  the  late  rebellion ;  some  think  it  was  built  by 
Cardinal  Wolsey ,  and  if  it  were  not,  I  should  guess  at  the  arch- 
bishops Bothes,  for  they  or  one  of  them  builded  a  chapel  joy  n- 
>ng  to  tfee  south  wall  of  the  church,  which  by  negligence  in  the 

late 
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-late  wars  is  now  utterly  ruined,  as  is  also  a  very  fine  marble 
tomb,  &c." 

Even  in  ruins,  as  Mr.  Rastall  observes,  it  return  much  of  its 
ancient  grandeur,  shewing  its  original  magnificence  and  extent. 
In  the  eastern  wing  were  the  rooms  of  state;  the  western, 
occupied  by  the  offices ;  and  the  north  containing  the  chapel, 
and  great  hall,  which  may  be  said  to  remain  entire,  though 
much  of  its  antique  beauty  is  destroyed  by  a  modern  fitting  op 
as  a  domestic  residence.  In  this  is  a  room,  lighted  by  the 
great  west  window  of  the  ancient  hall,  and  appropriated  to  the 
justices  of  the  Soke  for  their  sessions ;  and  the  quadrangle,  once 
surrounded  by  the  offices,  is  now  converted  into  a  pleasant  and 
romantic  bowling  green. 

The  ruins  are  still  extensive,  with  many  pointed  gables, 
Gothic  windows,  and  circular  cbimnies  of  the  age  of  Henry 
the  eighth,  still  remaining;  and  being  deeply  overshadowed 
with  ivy,  and  embosomed  in  trees,  they  add  much  to  the  ro- 
mantic beauty  of  Southwell. 

During  the  civil  wars,  it  was  completely  gutted  of  every 
thing  that  was  valuable,  or  useful ;  and  there  are  still  many  tra- 
ditional stories  respecting  it.  One  of  these  is  recorded  by 
Throsby,  who  says  that,  in  1740,  in  clearing  away  the  vaults  of 
this  palace,  the  workmen  found  the  entire  skeleton  of  a  man 
standing  upright,  with  boots  and  spurs  on,  and  some  part  of  bis 
military  arms  lying  at  his  feet.  Near  to  this  was  a  skull  with 
the  head  of  an  axe  in  the  cleft,  with  which  it  may  be  supposed 
this  person  was  killed.  This  discovery  has  therefore  given  ad* 
ditional  credit  to  a  local  tradition  that  a  deserter  or  spy  had  been 
taken  up  in  Southwell,  when  Charles  the  first  was  there,  and 
that  some  of  the  soldiers  had  thrust  him  into  a  vault  or  well 
where  he  lost  his  life. 

The  archiepiscopal  Park*  were  once  four  in  number;  but 
have  been  divided  and  enclosed  since  the  destruction  of  the 
palace  in  the  civil  wars.  It  appears  also  that  the  lands  of  the 
see  were  sold  during  the  usurpation  for  about  5000/.     During 

those 
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those  unhappy  times,  Charles  tbefirat  was  often  here ;  and,  like 
most  other  places  at  that  period,  it  often  experienced  the  fate 
of  war ;  ilia  said,  indeed,  that  the  garrison  of  Newark  once  cot 
to  pieces  here  the  greatest  part  of  a  Parliamentarian  regi- 
ment.*   . 

The  head  quarters  of  tfce  king  were  sometimes  at  the  palace* 
and  sometimes  at  the  Inn,  particularly  on  the  6th  of  May  1646* 
when  he  came  here  privately,  and  surrendered  himself  to  the 
Scotch  commissioners.  Peck  in  his  Desiderata,  Vol.  II.  Book 
9,  gives  (from  Rushworth)  a  whining  letter  from  the  Scotch 
army,  denying  that  the  king  had  made  terms;  asserting  that  he 
was  for  some  days  in  their  army  without  their  knowing  him ; 
talking  orach  of  a  witness  in  Heaven,  and  of  the  Covenant;  and 
almost  saying  in  plain  terms,  "  now  that  we  have  him,  what 
will  yon  give  for  him."? 

The  apartment  in  which  the  king  dined  that  day  is  still  m 
existence,  and  nearly  in  its  original  state.  It  is  on  the  south 
side,  or  left  hand  of  the  gateway  of  the  Saracen's  Head  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  churchyard;  the  removal  of  which  sign,  some 
time  ago,  discovered  the  old  one  of  the  King's  Arm*  cut  in 
stoue,  but  which  being  probably  unfashionable  in  the  days  of 
Republicanism  had  been  superseded,  or  rather  covered,  by  that 
which  now  exists.  A  little  before  the  king's  death,  this  same 
apartment  was  used  by  Cromwell  when  he  was  sent  to  oppose 
the  northern  army ;  the  palace  having  been  rendered  unfit  for 
his  reception,  by  the  soldiers  who  bad  attended  the  commis- 
sioners having  stripped  all  the  lead  off  the  roof. 

A  story  is  current  in  the  town,  and  mentioned  by  Throsby, 
of  the  unfortunate  monarch  at  one  of  his  visits  here  during  the 
decline  of  his  affairs,  which  imports,  that  walking  about  the  town 

and 

•  A  Mr.  Cludd  was  at  that  time  a  conspicuous  character  here,  and  his  in- 
fluence  great  at  a  Parliamentary  partisan.  A  coxcomical  servant  of  his 
being  sent  to  London  to  give  some  information  respecting  the  approach  of  the 
aejai  army,  ho  wa*  asked  "  How  matters  went  on  in  Nottinghamshire?'' 
To  which  be  replied,  •<  Very  well !  I  and  my  master  role  all  there !  ! !" 
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and  being  unknown,  he  entered  the  shop  of  owe  Lee,  a  fanatic 
shoemaker,  whom  he  desired  to  take  his  measure  lor  a  pair  of 
shoes :  but  Lee  after  some  little  hesitation  reused  to  perform 
this* office,  saying  that  kt  was  the  customer  whom  he  had  seen 
in  a  dream  the  preceding  night,  and  of  whom  he  had  been 
warned,  as  a  man  devoted  to  destruction,  being  told  at  the  same 
time  that  those  who  worked  for  him  would  never  thrive! 
Throsby  gives  a  Mr.  Savage  as  the  narrator  of  the  tale;  bat  we 
igsagine  it  is  like  many  others  told  after  the  events  have  taken 
place. 

Southwell  cannot  be  said  to  possess  any  Trade;  but  its 
Market,  held  on  a  Saturday,  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  county. 
It  also  has  a  Fair  on  Whitmonday,  for  horses,  horned  cattle, 
sheep,  and  merchandise. 

A  Public  Walk' or  parade  has  been  made  on  the  north  side 
of  the  churchyard  in  1784.  This  is  commodious,  well  shaded 
from  the  weather  on  every  side,  extending  the  whole  length  of 
the  churchyard,  and  pleasingly  planted  with  trees  and  shrubs; 
but  we  cannot  help  thinking  that  a  spot  for  cheerful  and  loqua- 
cious rambling  might  be  found  more  appropriate  than  the  som- 
bre purl  ieus  of  decay  ing  mortality. 

The  County  Bui  dew bll  is  used  as  a  prison  for  the  various 
manors  belonging  to  the  archbishopric,  within  the  county.  This 
edifice  was  first  erected  in  1656;  and  many  additions,  together 
with  the  surrounding  walls,  were  built  in  1787*  Its  situation  is 
airy  and  healthful,  upon  the  decline  of  a  gentle  hill,  and  close 
to  the  Burgage  Green,  which  is  opposite  to  the  entrance,  In 
this  place  means  have  been  judiciously  taken  to  separate  the 
various  descriptions  of  offenders :  and  both  in  appearance  and 
arrangement  it  bears  a  miniature  resemblance  to  the  Coldbath 
Fields  prison  of  the  metropolis;  but  a  late  writer  complains' 
much  of  some  of  the  interior  regulations,*  the  separation  of 
offenders  being  in  the  following  manner;  males,  for  petty  of- 
fences, 

*  In  the  Gents.  Mag.  Vol.  76,  page  106,  maybe  seen  a  complete  tchnogra-. 
phical  description  of  this  place,  by  Mr.  Nicld. 
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fences,  one  room  and  a  small  court-yard ;  vagrants,  a  court-yard, 
a  day  and  sleeping  room  for  males,  and  others  for  females; 
faulty  servants,  a  court-yard  and  apartments ;  three  solitary 
cells,  with  iron  gratings  over  the  doors,  "  through  which  those 
in  solitary  confinement  are  enabled  to  see  and  converse  with 
the  female  felons  in  their  chambers  or  on  the  steps/'  When 
Mr.  Nield  wrote,  an  arrangement  also  existed,  which  has  since 
been  in  some  measure  remedied ;  he  says,  that  in  the  floor  of  the 
felon's  dayroom  there  "  is  a  trapdoor,  on  opening  which  you 
descend  by  ten  steps  into  a  loathsome  hole  or  dungeon,  about 
14  feet  by  10,  with  three  wooden  bedsteads,  on  which  lay  some 
abort  dirty  straw,  and  pieces,  or  bits  of  dirty  ragged  rugs.  The 
only  ventilation  or  glimmering  light  this  miserable  place  re- 
ceives, is  through  an  iron  grating,  two  feet  ten  by  only  eight 
inches,  and  level  with  the  court:  in  this  damp  and  loathsome 
dungeon  seven  of  the  prisoners  heavily  ironed  sleep  every 
night/'  Id  repeating  these  animadversions,  we  mean  not 
wantonly  to  advocate  the  cause  of  the  guilty ;  but  surely  the 
spirit,  if  not  the  letter,  of  English  law  requires  not  such  addi- 
tional punishment  to  be  inflicted  even  upon  convicts.  That 
loathsome  dungeons  were  formerly  the  prisons  of  the  accused,  as 
well  as  of  the  condemned,  is  but  too  true ;  and  it  is  no  doubt 
proper  that  prisons,  in  addition  to  the  punishment  of  confine- 
ment, should,  make  their  inhabitants  both  feel  and  think :  but 
surely  this  may  always  be  done  with  a  due  regard  to  health  and 
personal  cleanliness;  one  of  which  is  a  blessing,  and  the  other  a 
virtue  which  forms  the  corner  stone  of  the  physical  and  moral 
welfare  of  human  nature. 

The  Oivjl  Government  of  Southwell  may  be  called  amphi- 
bious, being  divided  between  the  clergy  and  laity;  the  preben- 
*lage  being  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  one,  and  the  burgage 
subject  to  the  other.  It  is  thus  the  head  of  a  peculiar  jurisdic- 
tion, both  civil  and  ecclesiastical;  twenty  towns,  (or  villages) 
being  within  its  liberty,  or  civil  limits,  for  which  a  sessions  of 
the  peace  is  hclcl,  independent  of  the  county;  whilst  the  eccle- 
siastical 
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siastical  extend  over  twenty-eight.  The  civil  administration  » 
held  at  Southwell  and  at  Scrooby,  by  the  justices,  nominated 
by  the  archbishop,  but  acting  under  a  commission  from  the 
crown ;  and  the  Chapter  in  the  person  of  their  vicar  general  exer- 
cise all  episcopal  functions  within  the  peculiar,  except  ordina- 
tion and  confirmation. 

Upton  is  a  handsome  village  near  Southwell,  with  a  small 
Gothic  church  dedicated  to  St  Peter.  Throsby  tells  us  that  in 
his  time,  the  village  just  contained  as  many  inhabitants  as  there 
are  days  in  the  year ;  but  Leap  year  must  surely  have  made 
some  difference  in  this  very  nice  calculation  ?  The  village  con- 
sists principally  of  farm  houses,  but  a  starch  manufactory  has 
been  some  time  established.  Some  land  had  been  willed  here 
in  perpetuity,  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  church,  the 
balance  of  annual  profit  to  be  given  to  the  poor  soldiers 
travelling  through,  and  any  overbalance  to  be  at  the  discretion 
of  the  inhabitants.  By  this  means  (the  lands  being  worth 
about  twenty  pounds  per  annum)  the  church  is  kept  in  good 
order;  but  any  trifling  balances  are  now  employed  to  find  mi- 
litia men,  and  to  ease  the  parish  rates. 

Now* anton  is  a  parish  close  to  Southwell ;  and  here  Tho- 
roton  tells  us  was  an  ancient  capital  messuage,  the  seat  of  the 
Hunts,  merchants  of  the  staple  in  Nottingham  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  fourth,  since  which  period,  the  Cartwrights  built  a 
house  of  brick  and  stone.  Edingley  village  or  chapelry  is  in  the 
parish,  and  is  worthy  notice  for  its  small  but  ancient  chapel 
with  curious  zigzag  ornaments  over  the  western  entrance. 
Another  chapel  is  now  occupied  as  a  barn. 

Winckdourne,  now  the  seat  of  P.  Pegge  Burnell,  Esq.  has 
long  been  the  property  of  that  family,  who  built  the  hallhouse. 
It  was  anciently  the  property  of  the  priory  of  St.  John  of  Jeru- 
salem. The  chapel  near  the  house  has  a  very  conspicuous 
toWer,  and  contains  several  monuments  of  the  Burnells,  one  an 
armed  knight,  but  mostly  illegible  except  a  very  modern  one  for 

D'Arcy  Burnell,  Esq.  in  1772. 

f  Kcrstll 
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KerstUl  is  merely  noticed  here  as  baring  once  had  a  Quaker's 
meeting,  and  burying  ground ;  but  the  former  has  long  been 
abandoned. 

Ey&ibing  Village  is  nearly  a  mile  in  length,  but  not  equally 
populous,  as  its  habitations  are  much  scattered.  The  rectory  is 
an  elegant  building,  for  its  sine,  with  very  handsome  pleasure 
grounds,  and  the  church  is  respectable.  There  is  great  reason  to 
believe  that  this  was  the  residence  of  that  family  from  which 
sprung  Will  Scarlet  the  friend  of  Robin  Hood ;  Car  about  that 
period,  Robert  Scarlet  and  Beatrix  his  wife  gave  lands  here  to 
the  monks  of  Rufford  abbey,  for  which  the  monks  in  return 
gave  him  a  she  goat,  and  to  his  wife  a  cow!  this,  however,  is 
the  first  and  last  instance  we  have  ever  met  with  of  monks  giv- 
ing any  thing  in  this  world,  though  very  prodigal  of  the  next ! 

Turning  to  the  southward,  we  now  come  to  Kihtungtojj 
Haix,  the  seat  of  Mrs.  Whetham,  a  large  modern  building  of 
three  stories*  with  two  projecting  octagonal  wings  tower 
fashion,  and  the  whole  topped  with  battlements.  It  stands 
near  the  village,  and  has  a  handsome  lawn  with  an  extensive 
piece  of  water  in  front,  finely  diversified  by  rising  swells.  Hie 
village  is  but  small,  and  is  situated  on  the  Mansfield  road;  the 
church,  dedicated  to  St.  Swithin,  has  a  large  chancel,  and  some 
relics  of  old  monumental  stones  and  crosses. 

Near  this  is  Hexgravs,  anciently  a  park,  with  evident  ves- 
tiges of  a  Roman  encampment  placed  on  a  hill.  In  some  spots, 
the  ditch  and  vallum  may  still  be  traced,  but  the  intermediate 
lines  have  been  completely  destroyed  by  the  plough.  About 
three  miles  south-west  from  this,  at  Combe's  farm  to  the  left  of 
the  Mansfield  road,  is  another,  of  which  a  drawing  may  be  seen 
in  the  8th  volume  of  Archseologia.  It  commands  a  most  exten- 
sive view  over  the  forest,  and  that  indefatigable  antiquary 
Major  Rooke,  very  justly  observes  that  from  this,  and  others, 
we  have  great  reason  to  admire  the  judgement  of  the  Romans  in 
their  choice  of  these  situations,  as  they  not  only  have  clear 
prospects  over  the  surrounding  country,  but  are  so  situated,  that 

intelligence 
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intelligence  might  always  be  conveyed  by  signals.  Mr.  fta*» 
tall  is  of  opinion  that  these  works  are  not  Roman ;  it  is  true  that 
they  may  have  originally  been  British ;  but  that  they  were  also 
of  Roman  occupancy  is  •  proved  by  the  discovery  of  the  coins 
and  other  antiquities. 

Halam  is  a  small  village,  with  some  rude  paintings  in  its 
church  windows.  Throsby  has  given  some  drawings  of  these ; 
and,  as  they  are  nothing  more  than  Adam'  digging  and  Ere 
spinning,  they  almost  tempt  us  to  date  their  origin  from  an 
older  period  than  the  introduction  of  armorial  blazonry  upon 
glass  in  this  kingdom. 

Halloughton,  or  Hawton,  was  remarkable  for  an  ancient 
mansion  house  upon  the  prebendal  estate,  which  Mr.  Rastall 
says  was  very  dark  and  gloomy,  with  an  appearance  of  consi- 
derable antiquity,  and  situated  within  a  very  few  yards  of  the 
parish  church.  It  was,  upon  the  whole,  not  unlike  many  of  the 
remains  of  old  monasteries  that  have  been  continued  to  our  day  ; 
and  this  sort  of  sombrous  grandeur  may  possibly  have  given  rise 
to  the  report  of  its  having  once  belonged  to  a  monastic  society. 
Great  alterations  have  indeed  lately  taken  place ;  but  Throsby 
records  that  during  the  repair,  in  taking  up  the  kitchen  floor, 
there  was  found  a  large  stone  about  the  size  of  a  mill  stone*, 
under  which  was  a  large  key  ;  and  which  was  supposed  to  bare 
been  left  there  by  design.  Some  time  after,  this  place  was 
more  minutely  examined,  and  it  proved  to  be  the  mouth  of  a 
cavity,  enclosed  by  a  circular  wall,  and  traced  for  some  dis- 
tance by  the  workmen  until  their  further  search  was  inter* 
rupted  by  a  quantity  of  water.  He  adds,  that  there  was  a  tra- 
dition in  Southwell,  of  a  subterraneous  passage  from  this  place  to 
Thurgarton ;  and  that  in  taking  down  a  stack  of  chimnies  in  this 
house,  there  was  found  in  the  middle  of  them  a  large  recess,  in 
which  were  many  human  skeletons  quite  entire'  and  uncovered 
with  earth,  chiefly  those  of  children !  We  will  not  vouch  for 
the  truth  of  these  discoveries;  but,  if  correct,  they  seem  not  in* 
9  consistent 
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constant  with  the  eM  tradition  of  a  *tig*»#  foundation,  as 
oome  of  these  were  perhaps  too  often  misnamed 

•fyersfe*  owes  much  of  its  present  comfort  and  respectability 
to  the  fostering  care  of  the  late  Earl  Howe.  It  has  a  tiled  roofed 
cbnrch  with  a  spire/  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Cross:  here  are 
some  carious  old  monumental  stones ;  bat  they  have  been  long 
worn  by  the  feet  of  departed  generations,  are  now  covered  wtth 
nettles,  and  coated  with  moss.  This  nay  have  been  a  small 
Soman  station,  as  a  number  of  coins  of  that  people  were  found 
here  in  1776. 

Woodborouoh,  the  next  parish,  is  a  cheerful,  populous,  vil- 
lage, with  a  church  dedicated  to  St.  Swithin,  built  on  an  ex- 
tensive  scale,  and  now  possessing  many  vestiges  of  ancient  mag- 
nificence,  particularly  in  the  windows  of  the  chancel,  where 
are  still  some  fragments  of  armorial  glass  containing  the  inter- 
marriages Of  the  Strelleys.  In  the  chancel  are  also  some 
brasses  for  the  family  of  Bainbrigge,  the  present  owners.  The 
family  seat  is  an  old  plain  hall,  in  which  resides  Mrs.  Bain- 
brigge, a  widow  lady,  long  remarkable  for  her  very  extraor- 
dinary benevolence,  and  lately  particularly  so  for  her  generous 
benefaction  of  1000/.  to  the  General  Hospital  of  Nottingham* 
Woodborough  is  one  of  the  prebends  of  Southwell. 

"  About  three  miles  northward  from  Colwick,  is  the  town  of 
Byrtoii,  called  Byrton  Fort,  (now  BuaTON  Joyce,)  upon  the 
bank  of  the  river  Trent,  wherein  were  in  times  past  two  auncient 
houses  of  two  auncient  gentlemen,  one  of  Forz,  the  other  of  By  r* 
ton.  That  of  Forz,  Bryan  Stapleton,  Esq.  late  held,  and  sold  H 
to  Sir  Tho.  Stanhope ;  the  heiress  of  By  r ton  was  marryed  to 
Meynell  and  Wood.  Meynell  now  possesses  his;  but  Wood's 
heir  sold  his  part,  &c."*  The  village  is  but  small,  and  belongs 
entirely  to  the  Chesterfield  family ;  and  the  church  contains 
several  ancient  tombs,  and  armorial  glass,  of  the  families  of 
Frecheville,  Jors,  Roose,  Stapleton,   &c.    At  Bulcote,  in  the 
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parish,  t  bowling  school  Cor  young  gentlemen  1ms  tang  pos- 
sessed considerable  reputation. 

QoNTPoan  fed  formerly  a  chapel,  now  converted  into  a 
Wacksauth's  shop :  hose  also  ia  a  ferry  over  the  Trent.  In  the 
fame  vicinity  is  HoveauteiUM*  which  6ir  F.  Eden,  in  1794,  de- 
signates as  containing  a  few  stocking  weavers,  hot  principally 
agriculturists,  chiefly  of  tho  established  church ;  with  two  ale- 
houses and  one  friendly  society.  Sir  Richard  Sutton,  to  whom 
tho  manor  came  by  purchase,  was  at  considerable  expense  hi 
repairing  the  small  church,  which  has  an  ancient  Saxon  porch 
with  a  Tory  curious  bas  relief  of  the  patron  saint,  Michael  the 
archangel,  and  the  dragon.  A  modern  buttress,  found  neces- 
sary at  the  late  repair,  unfortunately  conceals  much  of  this 
specimen  of  ancient  sculpture ;  bat  enough  is  still  visible  to 
gratify  the  antiquary. 

Gonakio*  is  principally  remarkable  for  its  ancient  foundation 
in  a  part  of  the  parish  called  BraeMmtk.  Tanner  saya  that 
u  William  Heria,  temp.  Henry  3,  built  here  an  hospital  to  the 
honour  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  which  is  still  in  toing,  and  called 
Gonalstoa  Spittle/'  Tbrosby  calls  it  "  an  ill  looking  place/' 
and  it  certainly  cannot  be  reckoned  amongst  the  beauties  of 
Nottinghamshire;  yet  though  the  chapel  is  in  such  a  state  of 
ruin  aa  to  have  no  glass  in  the  windows,  each  new  incumbent  is 
obliged  to  preach  here  on  his  induction  to  the  living.  Here 
is  a  charity  school  for  six  boys* 

TnuacAaTON  is  said  by  Mr.  fiastall  to  be  compounded  of 
JW*-GarM»foft;  and  to  have  been  first  Roman,  then  Saxon. 
Tanner  says,  that  Ralph  de  Ayncourt  about  1130  placed  here  a 
prior  and  a  convent  of  canons  of  the  order  of  St  Austin ;  St, 
Peter  being  their  tutelar  saint:  and  it  appears  that  this  noble 
baron  was  extremely  accommodating  to  the  church  by  this 
grant ;  for  an  ancient  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum  says  that  he 
"  turned  his  house  into  an  abbey/'  The  tenants  of  these  lands* 
after  they  came  into  possession  of  the  monks,  were  under  some 
curious  regulations,  amongst  which  "  every  she  native,  as  oft 
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as  she  took  a  ksMbend,  or  committed  femtatten,  we*  to  give 
for  the  redemption  of  ber  blood  5s.  4d. ;  bat  if  the  daughter  of 
m  cottager  only  half!"  The  Tillage,  notwithstanding  these 
licenses  for  population,  is  still  bat  small,  with  a  church  once  of 
cmasideraMe  magnificence,  but  new  alosost  dilapidated,  nothing 
but  do*  dark  aislt  remaining;  partially  lighted  by  a  window 
which  has  been  formed  out  of  one  of  the  principal  entrance* 
foce  a  noble  specimen  of  Gothic  elegance.  At  the  dissolution 
it  was  granted  to  the  ancestors  of  the  family  of  Cooper,  the 
present  possessors ;  some  of  whose  monuments  are  in  the  churchy 
but  of  a  modern  date. 

The  ancient  priory  was  pulled  down  by  the  late  Mr.  Cooper, 
who,  leaving  only  some  small  remains  of  the  foundation  now  in* 
eorponatad  in  the  cellars,  built  a  plain  modern  bouse  of  three 
stories  high,  Thurgartom  Hall,  upon  Us  scite.  Mr.  Bastall 
complains*  that  part  of  the  remains  of  the  abbey,  now  destroyed, 
consisted  of  a  kitchen,  vast  and  magnificent  almost  beyond 
parallel  or  comparison,  and  very  feelingly  adds  that  an  antiquary 
must  be  allowed  to  lament  the  &lse  taste  which  dictated  fhe 
destruction  of  so  noble  a  monument  of  ancient  grandeur.  The 
grounds  are  pleasingly  diversified  with  wood  and  water;  but 
the  mansion  has  been  some  time  in  lease  to  John  Brettle,  Esq. 

In  Dcntkorpc,  or  Dunethorpe,  in  this  parish,  the  prior  of 
Thurgarton  and  the  abbot  of  Peterborough  agreed  that  all  the 
tenants  were  to  plow  for  the  church  three  days  in  the  year. 
"  Each  plough  to  have  per  day  four  loaves  and  four  herrings. 
They  were  likewise  two  days  and  a  half  in  autumn,  and  to  have 
their  wonted  meat  once  in  the  day,  and  the  second  day  like- 
wise, if  the  abbot  would  have  them  all  day,  otherwise  to  go 
away  at  nine  o'clock  without  meat,  &c ." 

FiftKEaTON,  on  the  banks  of  the  Trent,  has  a  ferry  which 
crosses  to  Stoke.  It  appears  an  increasing  place,  having  seve- 
ral coal-wharfs  and  warehouses  connected  with  the  Trent  navi- 
gation. Here  was  anciently  an  Austin  cell.  Tanner  tells  us, 
that  this  manor  having  been  granted  to  the  priory  of  Thurgar- 
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ton  by  Ralph  de  Ayncourt  the  founder,  in  the  cotftt  or  manor 
house,  were  soon  after  placed  tome  few  black  canons  belong- 
ing to  that  monastery,  who  had  a  chapel  here  dedicated  to  the 
Blessed  Virgin,  and  several  benefactions  settled  upon  then* 
This  was  one  of  the  very  few  booses  which  were  granted  to  the 
laity  in  the  time  of  Philip  and  Mary;  and  was  given  to  Lord 
Clinton  and  Thomas  Morrison. 

Norwood,  about  two  mites  from  Southwell,  has  a  small 
modern  seat  built  of  brick  and  stone  by  John  Sutton,  Esq.  which 
afterwards  coming  to  his  brother  and  heir,  Sir  Richard  Sutton* 
Bart  an  act  of  Parliament  was  procured  to  enable  the  archbishop 
of  York  to  grant  him  this  place  in  fee,  in  exchange  for  other 
lands  of  equal  value.  The  situation  of  the  house  is  extremely 
pleasant;  being  on  a  gentle  slope,  with  a  small  piece  of  water 
in  the  bottom,  and  the  approach  is  pleasingly  striking,  through 
scattered  clomps  of  firs  and  larches,  interspersed  with  some 
venerable  oaks.  This  mansion  is  at  present,  we  believe,  occu- 
pied by  Thomas  Wright,  Esq. 
'   Returning  to  the  great  north  road  we  arrive  at 

SUTTON  UPON  TRENT, 

Which  is  indeed  nothing  more  than  a  large  village,  consisting 
of  foany  scattered  dwellings  upon  the  bank  of  the  river.  It  is, 
however,  a  good  central  situation  for  the  tourist  who  wishes  to 
examine  the  few  parishes  of  this  county  which  lie  beyond 
Trent. 

The  Church  here  is  a  vicarage,  and  was  anciently  in  the 
patronage  of  the  prior  of  Worksop,  who  possessed  the  rectory. 
It  is  dedicated  to  Alt  Saints ;  and,  having  a  slender  spire  on  a 
tower  of  some  elevation,  has  a  good  effect  when  seen  from  a  die* 
tance.  The  nave  aqd  two  side  aisles  are  in  good  condition,  bat 
there  are  no  ancient  monuments*  except  one  under  an  antique 
arch  in  the  chancel  but  without  inscription* 
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It  mi  formerly  in  Hie  Sutton  &mily ;  but  Richard  de  Sutton 
leaving  &ie  daughters  coheiresses,  the  manor  was  divided,  and 
Mary  the  fourth  daughter  had  the  greatest  share :  ber  grand- 
daughter Joan  was  wife  of  Bertram  de  Monbouchier  who 
claimed  a  market  here  every  Monday  weekly,  and  a  yearly 
lair  for  two  days,  on  the  eve  and  feast  of  St.  James  the  apostle ; 
bat  these  are  now  disused. 

An  extraordinary  fact  is  recorded  here  of  the  lateness  of  the 
harvest  in  the  year  1800,  when  on  the  first  of  March  the  bar-» 
vest  after  much  difficulty  and  labour  terminated,  by  getting 
home  a  field  of  beans  in  excellent  condition ! 

Noam  Collingham  is  a  pretty  large  village  with  some  good 
houses.  Its  very  ancient  church  is  of  Saxon  origin,  all  the 
arches  on  the  sooth  side  of  the  nave  being  of  that  order.  Those 
are  very  irregular  in  sise  ;  and,  though  of  excellent  workman- 
ship, do  not  appear  as  if  intended  for  part  of  this  building,  but 
are  perhaps  a  part  of  the  old  priory  church  which  is  tradi- 
tionally related  to  have  existed  here.  It  is  dedicated  to  St* 
John  the  Baptist,  and  has  a  good  tower  with  four  bells.  This 
parish  with  its  neighbour  was  formerly  the  property  of  the 
abbot  of  Peterborough,  who,  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  third,  had  a  grant  of  free  warren  here,  and  set  up  a  gallows, 
as  being  within  his  jurisdiction.  If  he  had  no  right,  he  was  not- 
withstanding determined  to  shew  his  power,  and  accordingly 
hanged  a  thief  upon  it :  but  the  bishop  of  Lincoln,  who 
claimed  the  lordship  of  Newark,  and  of  the  whole  of  its  wapen» 
sake,  ordered  the  gallows  to  be  taken  down. 

South  Collimobam  lies  nearer  to  Newark,  and  has  a  small 
church  dedicated  to  AH  Saints,  and  a  Baptist  meeting  house. 
Stukdey  takes  notice  of  a  high  barrow  or  tunmlus  called  Pot- 
ter's Hill,  stated  traditionally  to  have  been  a  Roman  pottery . 
H  is  likely,  however,  to  have  been  originally  a  Roman,  or  per- 
haps a  British,  military  station,  as  it  stands  upon  an  eminence 
commanding  a  prospect  of  the  road  on  both  sides.  Gough,  in* 
4**d'  **ys, "  at  Co)lin(b^m,  04  Burgh  near.  it4  was  the  OrocoUma 
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of  Antorrinfls.  The  ramparts  are  plowed  over;  but  &e 
Roman  coins,  Burgh  Pennies,  have  been  found  here,  and 
foundations  often  struck  up.  Many  pots,  urns,  bricks,  iron  ore, 
and  cinders,  hare  been  found  here."  Mr.  Threaby's  observa- 
tion on  this  is  of  rather  a  curious  nature :  for  after  acknowledg- 
ing that  such  things  hare  been  dug  up  here*  he  adds  yet  not 
such  kind  of  pottery  or  of  bricks  "  from  what  I  could  leant 
that  indicate  that  this  place  had  been  a  Roman  station  of  that 
consequent*  as  Crocolana :"  but  if  these  things  were  Rommn,  the 
kind  can  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  consequence  of  the  station 
or  establishment,  for  at  our  own  manufactories  goods  of  dif- 
ferent qualities  may  be  found. 

North  and  South  Clifton,  though  two  distinct  villages,  a 
mile  asunder,  have  but  one  church,  decent  in  its  arrangements, 
but  containing  nothing  curious*  At  North  CHfton  there  was 
formerly  a  collegiate  chaantry  for  secular  priests;  but  the 
whole  edifice  has  been  long  since  totally  destroyed. 

That  this  place  has  been  formerly  of  considerable  note  is 
manifest  from  various  discoveries.  Mr.  Pegge  observes  that 
Clifton  hill*  has  a  red  cliff  near  the  Trent*  for  the  space  of  a 
mile*  which  though  it  seems  natural,  yet  produces  innumerable 
pieces  of  urns  of  various  colours.  He  adds,  that  there  are  many 
bones  and  scalps  often  found,"  and  there  lately  tumbled  out  an 
ancient  grave  stone  without  inscription,  but  with  some  iron  work, 
wherewith  the  parts  seem  to  have  been  united.  The  inhabi- 
tants tell  of  some  pieces  of  lead  with  figures  upon  them,  and 
discourse  much  of  CHfton  castle,  which  they  suppose  to  have 
been  placed  upon  the  hill." 

Here  is  a  ferry  over  the  Trent*  but  the  inhabitants  are/erry 
free;  and  in  lieu,  the  ferryman  and  his  dog  have  each  a  dinner 
at  the  vicarage  at  Christmas,  of  roast  beef  and  plum  pudding, 
aud  the  parson's  dog  is  always  turned  out  whilst  the  ferryman's 
eats  bis  share  of  the  entertainment.    The  ferryman  also  has  a 

right 
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rpgfat*  #a  that  day,  to  claim  from  the  villager*  m  print  loaf  of 
braid. 

Troenit  is  a  small  tillage  with  a  church  dedicated  to  St 
Helen,  and  containing  some  monuments  of  the  Neville  family* 
not  of  very  ancient  date.  Here  is  a  very  agreeable  seat  of 
George  Neville*  Esq.  with  pleasing  grounds ;  bat  the  most  ha* 
pertant  object  is  the  scene  of  improved  cultivation,  a  large  tract 
of  low  moors,  often  flooded  by  rains,  and  said,  in  the  late  agri- 
cultural survey,  to  be  the  worst  land  which  the  editor  had  ever 
seen.  Yet  this  has  all  been  reclaimed  within  the  last  thirty 
years,  by  a  good  system  of  drainage,  followed  op  by  liaseing,  and 
manuring :  the  worst  land  has  thus  been  rendered  fit  for  plans* 
ing,  and  upwards  of  two  hundred  acres  are  in  a  very  flourishing 
state,  whilst  the  remainder  by  judicious  cropping  and  feeding  is 
now  in  a  state  amply  to  repay  the  very  extraordinary  expenses, 
incurred  particularly  in  the  article  of  manure.* 

Bredkoim*  is  in  Thorney  parish,  but  contains  only  two  or 
three  houses.  It  once,  however,  had  a  monastery ;  and  Tan- 
ner tells  us  that  Agnes  de  Camville,  wife  of  Peter  Geusla,  (the; 
founder  of  Newhouse  for  Praemonstratensian  canons,)  placed 
here  a  prioress  and  nuns  of  that  order,  about  the  latter  part  of 
the  reign  of  king  Stephen.  This  small  monastery,  situated 
upon  the  borders  of  the  county  next  to  Lincolnshire,  was  dedi- 
cated to  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary,  and  had  possessions  rated  at 
l&L ;  but  Sarah,  daughter  of  Agnes  and  Peter,  seems  to  have 
been  its  greatest  benefactress,  having  both  added  to  and  con- 
firmed the  original  grant. 

In  an  old  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum,  f  there  is  a  curious 
•tory  of  some  priests  giving  to  a  nun  a  green  gown  I 

"  L  I  find  under  Brevia  Rex  Edwardi  III.  anno  XXIV. 
that  William  Fox,  Parson  of  Lee  near  Gainsborough,  John  Fox, 
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tad  Thomas  da.  Lmgestone,  Friars  minors  of  the  convent  in 
Lincoln,  were  indited  before  Gilbert  d'Umfravill  and  other 
Justices  in  pertibus  de  Lindley  apod  Thwaocasler,  die  Sabbati 
post  fostum  SL  Johannis  Beptisti,  in  die  said  yet*.  2.  for  that 
they  came  to  Bradbolme,  a  nunnery  in  the  county  of  Notting- 
ham, the  XVIII.  of  the  Kalands  of  February,  and  then  and 
there  rapoerant  et  abdnxemnt  inde,  contra  pacem  D1.  Regis, 
&c.— violently  took,  and  forcibly  carried  away  thence,  against 
the  peace  of  their  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  a  certain  nan  by 
name  Margaret  de  Everingham,  a  sister  of  the  said  Hoose  (strip- 
ping her  of  her  religions  habits,  and  patting  upon  her  a  green 
gown  or  robe  of  the  secular  fashion)  and  also  divers  goods 
to  the  value  of  XL.  S."— 

Hakdby,  or  Herdeby,  a  small  village  upon  the  verge  of  the 
comity,  is  remarkable  as  the  place  where  Qoeen  Eleanor  lay  ill 
and  died.  How  little  dependence  can  at  any  time  be  placed  hi 
tradition  is  exemplified  in  this  instance,  by  the  very  absurd 
story  which  Mr.  Tbrosby  picked  up  here.  He  says,  "  the  in- 
habitants here  have  a  simple  tradition,  that  a  Queen  Catharine 
resided  ages  since  at  this  place.  Foundations  of  some  capital 
buildings  are  here  frequently  discovered,  which  foster  the  tra- 
dition." If  Mr.  Throsby,  however,  had  looked  into  Googh's 
additions  to  Camden,  he  would  have  found  that  Herdby  "  where 
Queen  Eleanor  died  99th  of  November,  19th  of  Edward  the 
first  was  not,  as  vulgarly  supposed,  near  Bolingbroke  in  Lin- 
colnshire, but  in  the  parish  of  North  Clifton  on  the  Trent,  in 
this  county,  five  miles  from  Lincoln,  where  was  a  villa  and 
chapel  of  ease  to  that  parish  which  is  one  of  the  prebends  of 
Lincoln.  The  king  founded  a  chauntry  here ;  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Lincoln  where  her  bowels  were  buried."  Here  the 
first  cross  was  erected,  but  is  now  destroyed ;  and  the  next  was 
at  Lincoln. 

Returning  into  the  great  north  road,  we  come  to  Westoh,  a 
very  pleasant  village,  seated  upon  a  hill,  with  a  neat  Gothic 
church,  and  commanding  a  fine  view  over  the  northern  part  of 
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ihd  comity ;  particularly  Scartkmg  tmor  to  which  we  descend, 
and  where  the  tourist,  if  fatigued,  may  be  elegantly  accoouno-* 
dated  %x8emrtkmg  moot  /**,  a  single  and  extremely  elegant  house 
on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  road.  It  is  cased  with  a  stoaelike 
composition,  and  has  a  very  handsome  cocridere  arranged  as  a 
greenhouse,  connecting  it  with  the  offices,  with  a  shrubbery  in 
front,  and  presenting  all  the  agremms  of  a  private  mansion. 

The  moor  being  now  in  a  state  of  inclosnre  presents  a  pleas* 
tog  scene  of  cultivation,  contrasting  finely  with  some  wild* 
though  flat,  scenery  in  its  vicinity. 

Two  miles  further  of  excellent  road  bring  us  to 

TUXFORD,* 

Often  called  Tuxford  in  the  Clay,  from  its  situation  in  that 
division  of  the  hundred,  and  well  known  as  a  posting  stage  on 
she  north  road. 

Old  Barnaby  in  describing  his  northern  route,  says 

"  Thence  to  Tiuford  in  the  Clay  the re. 
Where  poor  travellers  find  soch  way  there ; 
Ways  like  bird-lime  seem  to  shew  them, 
Seats  are  Syrts  to  soch  as  know  them ; 
TV  ivy  bancs  there,  long  bat't  hong  there, 
Wine  it  never  vendee*  strong  there." 

If  the  wine  is  not  better  than  in  Barnaby's  days,  more  of  it 
is  now  sold  there,  for  the  town  consists  principally  of  inns  for 
the  great  resort  to  it  as  a  thoroughfare. 

The  town  is  but  small,  but  is  of  more  modern  appearance 
than  many  others  in  the  county,  having  been  burned  down  on 
the  eighth  of  Sept.  1703.  Much  of  what  is  rebuilt,  however,  con- 
sists  of  farm  residences;  and  there  is  scarcely  any  trade  in  the 
place  except  in  hops,  of  which  a  considerable  quantity  is  raised 
in  the  vicinity.    The  Fair  for  this  article  takes  place  on  the 

95th 
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S5tn  of  September;  and  there  is  another  on  the  19th  of  May  far 
cattle,  sheep*  pigs,  and  poultry.    The  market  is  on  Monday, 
and  ts  folly  supplied  for  the  smaU  popohuion,  which  by  the 
returns  of  1801  consisted  only  of  785  in  110  houses;  being  4Q9 
males,  and  S65  females.    The  church,  which  is  opposite  to  the 
principal  inn,  is  dedicated  to  St  Nicholas,  consists  of  a  nave 
and  side  aisle,  and  has  a  spire  with  Eve  good  bells.    All  the 
ancient  monuments  mentioned  by  Thorotoa,  as  well  as  the  ar- 
morial glass,  are  in  a  state  of  decay ;  there  is,  however,  still  in 
existence  a  representation  of  St.  Laurence  roasting  on  a  grid* 
iron;  one  man  is  employed  in  blowing  the  fire,  another  turning 
him  with  a  pair  of  tongs,  and  a  third  looking  on ;  also  some 
specimens  in  the  north  porch  of  a  priest  in  the  attitude  of 
prayer.    This  latter  is  on  a  stone  of  a  coffin  shape ;  the  figure  is 
only  a  bust,  with  his  head  shaven,  and  a  cushion  under  it,  ac- 
companied by  a  quatrefoil,  rondeau,  chalice,  and  patten,  the 
emblems  of  the  sacerdotal  office.    In  the  north  wall  also  is  a 
very  ancient  figure  of  a  lady  in  a  square,  bead  dress,  strait  sur* 
coat,  and  long  sleeves,  and  a  hound  at  her  feet ;  opposite  to  her 
is  an  altar  tomb  with  the  mutilated  trunk  of  an  armed  knight ; 
but  the  armorial  bearings  are  too  obscure  to  be  ascertained. 

Of  its  former  history,  we  find  recorded  in  Tanner,  that  here 
was  a  college  founded  by  John  de  Longvillers  who  obtained 
leave  to  place  in  the  parsonage  house  here  a  college  of  fire 
chaplains,  one  of  whom  to  be  warden ;  but  that  not  taking 
effect,  he  got  leave  from  Edward  the  third  to  give  this  advow* 
son  to  Newstead  priory,  that  they  might  find  five  chauntiug 
priests,  viz.  three  at  Tuxford,  and  two  at  their  own  conventual 
church,  whose  duty  should  be  to  pray  for  bis  soul,  &c 

But  a  more  rational  establishment  is  of  later  date,  and  con* 
si&ts  of  a  Grammar  School,  which  is  held  in  a  well-built  boose* 
and  has  long  been  in  considerable  repute.  It  deserves  parti* 
cular  mention ;  we  shall,  therefore,  give  an  extract  from  a  MSS. 

in  the  British  Museum.  * 

"From 
•  AvscoQgh't  Cfttalognt,  4934  S& 
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•*  From  a  MSS.  copy  in  the  bands  of  Isaac  Gamer,  Gent,  of 
Grantham,  June  1st,  1731.  Mr.  Charles  Read  by  his  last  will 
mad  testament,  dated  30  July  1669,  amongst  other  matters, 
wills  thus : 

1.  "  Item,  1  do  hereby  give  and  bequeath  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  two  several  Free  Grammar  School*,"  (one  at  Corby 
in  Lincolnshire)  « to  bo  erected,  constituted,  and  continued  for 
ever,  after  my  death.— 

4  Item,  for  the  respective  teaching  and  instructing  of  the 
youth  and  children  *>f  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  respective 
towns  and  parishes,  to  *rite,  read,  and  cast  accounts,  and  further 
to  instruct  them  in  Latin,  as  occasion  shall  require  respec* 
lively. 

5.  The  several  yearly  sums  or  stipends  of  90/.  apiece  per 
annum. 

6.  And  I  do  hereby  likewise  give  to  eight  boys  (the  tons  of 
poor  widows  of  ministers,  and  of  decayed  gentlemen  and  their 
widows  who  are  net  able  to  maintain  their  charge,)  the  sum  of 
61.  per  annum  apiece,  for  ever,  towards  their  maintenance  in 
dyet  and  otherwise ;  to  enter  at  their  respective  ages  of  seven 
years  or  upwards,  and  to  be  continued,  taught,  and  instructed* 
gratis,  by  toe  respective  masters  of  the  respective  schools  for 
the  time  being,  in  such  manner  as  the  rest  of  the  children  of 
the  respective  inhabitants  of  the  aforesaid  towns  and  parishes 
respectively  ought  to  be  taught  as  aforesaid,  untill  their  i*e* 
spective  ages  of  sixteen  years;  and  then  to  be  removed  and 
others  to  be  admitted  in  their  places,  via.  four  of  them  by  the 
master  for  the  time  being  of  the  Freeschool  of  Corby,  where 
they  are  there  to  reside  ;  and  four  of  them  by  the  master  for  the 
time  being  of  the  Freeschool  of  Tuxford  aforesaid,  where  they 
are  to  reside,  till  their  said  ages  of  sixteen  years  as  aforesaid. 

7.  Gives  lands  in  fee  to  trustees. 

g.  Appoints  six  freeholders  of  Tuxford  as  trustees  for  sjt 
halt 

19.  Declares 
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19.  Declares  all  surplosses  to  be  for  repairs,  &c ;  but  first  to 
build  schoolhouses,  and  lodgings  far  the  master*. 

84.  Bequests  the  lords  of  the  respective  manors  to  give  pieces 
of  ground  (waste)  for  the  purpose. 

30.  Appoints  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Grantham  to  be  visitors, 

34.  In  case  of  abuse,  such  parts  to  be  entered  upon  by  the 
heirs  at  law,  but  to  recontinue  the  salaries,  &a  on  ceasing  of  die 
abuse. 

43.  Gives  90Q&  towards  the  building  of  the  schoolhouse, 
&c"  We  hare  been  the  more  diffuse  on  this  head,  not  only 
to  render  it  an  example  to  others  in  this  liberal  age ;  but  also  to 
preserve  the  memory  of  such  parts  as  may  hare  become  nearly 
dormant,  or  at  least  unknown  to  those  whose  circumstances 
most  require  such  adventitious  aid  in  the  education  ef  their  Utile 
ones. 

Of  Egmanton,  in  this  neighbourhood,  we  are  told  that  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  first,  there  was  one  Nigellus  de  Albini, 
brother  to  the  Earls  of  Clare  and  Arundel,  then  a  young  man  of 
a  good  disposition,  and  great  hope ;  who  carrying  the  king's 
bow  was  made  a  knight,  and  for  his  honesty  enfeoffed  by  that 
monarch  with  this  manor,  with  the  parks  and  appurtenances* 
He  had  not  been  seised  of  them  long,  when  he  gave  them  to 
his  bosom  friend  Robert  D*Aiville;  this  coming  to  the  king's 
knowledge,  he  enquired  into  its  truth,  when  Nigellus  answered 
"It  was,"  adding  that  now  the  king  had  got  two  honest  knights 
instead  of  one.  Nigellus  was  the  founder  of  the  family  of 
Mowbray,  and  the  descendants  of  D\A.iYille  held  it  of  that 
family  as  far  down  as  the  time  of  Edward  the  first. 
*  Lexington,  or  Laxton,  is  a  considerable  village  that  once 
gave  the  title  of  Baron  to  the  Sottons  of  Kelham.  Its  church 
is  dedicated  to  St.  Michael,  and  once  had  much  armorial  painting 
and  carving,  of  the  ancient  families  of  Boos,  Hastings,  Grey, 
Longfilleri,  &c.  These  are  now  either  mutilated  or  totally 
gone,  partly  through  the  unavoidable  decay  of  time,  but  prin* 

cipally 
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eipalty  owing,  according  to  Mr.  Throsby's  observation,  thirty 
years  ago,  to  the  unpardonable  neglect  of  those  who  ought  to  have 
preserved  them  from  wanton  destruction.  He  gives,  In  particu- 
lar, a  most  horrid  picture  of  the  filth  and  hastiness  of  the  north 
cemetery,  the  original  burying  place  of  the  founders;  but  it  is 
pleasing  to  observe  that  a  great  change  for  the  better  has  since 
that  taken  place.  Anciently  there  wasachauntry  in  the  church; 
and  it  has  evidently  been  a  building  of  great  ecclesiastical  im- 
portance, having  a  spacious  nave  and  two  side  aisles,  with  a 
large  chancel,  a  lofty  tower,  and  five  bells.  Amongst  the  old 
monuments  were  three  of  crusaders;  but  they  are  gone. 

Fuller,  in  his  Worthies,  tells  us,  in  his  usual  quaint  style,  that 
William  Chappcll  was  born  here  and  bred  a  fellow  in  Christ's 
College  in  Cambridge,  where  he  was  remarkable  for  the  strict- 
ness of  his  conversation.  No  one  tutor  in  our  memory,  adds  he, 
bred  more  and  better  pupils;  so  exact  his  care  in  their  educa- 
tion. He  was  a  most  subtle  disputant,  equally  excellent  with 
the  sword  and  the  shield,  to  reply  or  answer. 

He  was  chosen  provost  of  Trinity  College  in  Dublin ;  and  af- 
terwards bishop  of  Cork  and  Rotse.  Frighted  with  the  rebel* 
lion  in  Ireland  (1641)  he  came  over  to  England,  where  he  rather 
exchanged,  than  eased,  his  condition,  such  the  woefulness  of 
our  civil  wars.  He  died  anno  1649,  and  parted  his  estate 
almost  equally  betwixt  his  own  kindred  and  distressed  minis- 
ters; his  charity  not  impairing  his  duty,  and  his  duty  not  pre- 
judicing his  charity. 

Ossinoton  Hall  lies  a  short  distance  south  of  Laxton,  and 
h)  the  modern  built  seat  of  John  Denison,  Esq.  M.  P.  Here 
was  an  ancient  house  in  the  old  style,  with  pointed  roofs  and 
clustered  chimneys;  it  was  indeed  partly  destroyed  in  the 
civil  wars,  about  which  time  it  belonged  to  the  Cartwright 
family,  afterwards  to  that  of  Cranmer,  and  since  purchased  by 
the  late  Mr  Denison  of  Leeds,  a  gentleman  said  to  have  rea- 
lized a  fortune  of  three-fourths  of  a  million,  by  the  woollen 

trade. 
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trade*  Tboroton  gi?et  a  view  of  the  ancient  edifice,  and  calk 
it  "a  dwelling  of  more  magnitude  than  splendour;"  in  the 
present  one,  however,  elegance  And  comfort  are  united.  The 
pleasure  grounds  are  laid  out  in  a  good  style,  and  the  park  is 
extensive. 

The  church  is  newly  built,  and  contains  a  magnificent  man* 
•oleum  to  the  memory  of  the  late  worthy  proprietor, 

Maenham  lies  on  the  east  side  of  the  great  north  road,  near 
to  the  bankof  Trent.'  Though  but  one  village,  it  consists  of  two 
hamlets,  and  is  a  cheerful,  pleasant,  though  retired,  spot.  Wil- 
liam de  Cawres  "  gave  for  his  soul's  health,  and  that  of  Agnes 
bis  wife,  to  God,  St.  Mary,  and  StCuthhert  at  Radford,  and  the 
brethren  serving  God  there/'  (which  he  considered  no  doubt 
as  thejfom  of  bis  heavenly  bank,)  free  passage  for  their  servants 
and  carriages  in  his  ferry  boat  here  1" 

.  The  church  here  was  the  property  of  the  knights  templars, 
upon  whose  extirpation  it  went  to  the  knights  hospitallers  of 
St  John  of  Jerusalem, 

Here  is  a  fair  on  the  12th  of  September  for  horses,  horned 
cattle,  swine,  and  merchandize. 

At  one  period,  the  Marnhams,  Skegby,  and  Fiedbokougb, 
were  considered  as  forming  one  village ;  but  the  latter  we  are 
told  by  an  intelligent  antiquary**  hap  been  a  much  larger  place 
than  it  now  is.  There  have  indeed  been  no  antiquities  ever 
discovered  in  the  inclosures ;  but  this  he  attribute*  to  their  con- 
sisting principally  of  grass  lands,  and  not  having  been  disturbed 
by  the  plough* 

The  church  is  a  spacious  edifice,  and  has  once  been  adorned 
with  much  scriptural  painting  in  the  windows.  Part  of  this  con* 
sisted  of  the  twelve  apostles,  with  an  article  of  the  creed  along 
with  each ;  but  time  and  neglect  have  made  great  ravages  among 
them.     The  ancient  raised  monument  in  the  choir,  is  tradU 

tionally 

*  Vide  Pegge's  Bib.  Top.  Britan.  Vol,  III.  p.  486. 
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tiefselly  said  to  be  a  memorta!  of  e*e  of  the  eaee  flourishing 
family  of  Basset 

Ifeniasi,  or  Dunkolme,  in  this  neighbourhood,  bat  a  fair  on 
the  13tb  of  August  for  cattle  and  merchandise*  The  tenant* 
of  this  soc  and  manor  have  peculiar  privileges ;  for  being  tenants 
of  ancient  demesne,  "  they  ought  to  be  quit  of  murder,  pon- 
tage, and  all  other  fines,  to  which  the  commonalty  of  the  re* 
of  the  county  are  subject/'  This  church  is  one  of  the  prebends 
of  Southwell,  being  given  by  Henry  the  first  to  Thurstaa,  arcfay- 
bishop  of  York,  for  that  purpose. 

East  and  West  Drayton,  Lanekam,  and  Stokckam,  are  all  com- 
fortable villages,  in  this  vicinity,  but  have  nothing  interesting 
to  give  them  a  place  here :  and  in  Darktam  we  have  only  oc- 
casion to  mention  a  good  house  at  Ragnall*  lately  inhabited  by  . 
a  branch  of  the  Mellish  family. 

East  Maekham  is  a  large  and  populous  village,  and  may 
indeed  be  esteemed  a  country  town ;  and  is  now  in  a  state  of 
further  improvement,  as  its  common  lands  are  all  in  process  of 
inclosnre,  and  that  upon  a  liberal  scale  of  general  convenience, 
the  private  roads  being  thirty  feet  in  width,  and  public  foot 
roads  planned  of  six  feet,  so  as  to  insure  a  free  and  easy  comma* 
nication.  The  church  ia  a  very  pleasing  edifice,  with  a  lofty 
embattled  tower ;  its  nave  and  side  aisles  are  good  specimens  of 
the  Gothic,  and  its  chancel  is  spacious.  Here  are  several  an* 
tique  monuments;  particularly  one  of  Judge  Markham  as  Car 
back  as  1409*.  In  the  village  is  a  good  house  belonging  to  the 
family  of  Cartwright  Amongst  the  various  ancient  religious 
benefactions  in  this  place  there  was  a  curious  grant  by  Avicia, 
wife  of  Jordan  de  Chevercourt,  who  gave  to  the  monks  at  Bly  the, 
abovate  of  land  "  for  a  refection  of  the  monks  on  the  day  of 

her 

*  The  churchyard  wot  formerly  reckoned  worth  five  pounds,  on  account  of 
its  site:  if  (hit  was  for  profitable  purposes,  independent  of  clerical  does  sat 
sepulture,  it  was.  a  large  sum  to  be  given  for  it,  nearly  a  century  ago,  and  shews 
'hat  it  mutt  indeed  have  been  extensive. 
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her  anniversary,  that  by  their  intercession,  her  soul  in  heaven 
might  have  refection  with  celestial  meat  and  drink,  &c." 

WBst  Markham  is  a  small  Tillage  on  the  great  north  road, 
with  a  comfortable  inn,  used  as  a  posting  stage  by  the  various 
public  conveyances.  It  is  very  small,  and  has  a  very  small 
church ;  bat  there  is  a  very  large  moor  which  takes  its  name 
from  it,  partly  cultivated,  and  now  in  a  state  of  inclosing.  At 
East  Markham  there  is  a  School  for  twelve  boys,  and  eight 
girls,  who  are  alt  clothed :  this  is  partly  supported  by  private 
subscription,  and  partly  by  a  bequest  often  pounds  per  annum 
for  ever. 

Sir  John  Markham,  as  upright  a  judge  as  ever  sat  on  the 
bench,  was  a  native  of  this  place,  and  descended  of  a  very  an- 
cient family.  He  was  educated  in  the  practice  of  the  law, 
was  knighted  by  Edward  the  fourth,  and  made  Lord  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  King's  Bench,  in  the  room  of  Sir  John  Fortescoe. 
"  These/'  says  Fuller  in  his  Worthies,  "  I  may  call  the  twe 
Chief  Justices  of  the  Chief  Justices,  for  their  singular  integrity ; 
for  though  one  of  them  favoured  the  house  of  Lancaster,  the 
other  of  York,  in  the  titles  to  the  crown,  both  of  tbem  favoured 
the  house  of  justice,  in  matters  betwixt  party  and  party. 

It  happened  that  Sir  Thomas  fcooke,  late  Lord  Mayor  of 
London,  one  of  vast  wealth,  was  cast  before  hand  at  the  court, 
(where  the  Lord  Rivers  and  the  rest  of  the  queen's  kindred  had 
predevoured  his  estate,)  and  was  only  for  formalities'  sake  to 
be  condemned  in  Guildhall,  by  extraordinary  commissioners 
in  Oyer  and  Terminer,  whereof  Sir  John  Markham  was  not  the 
meanest.  The  fact  for  which  he  was  arraigned  was  for  lend- 
ing money  to  Margaret  of  Anjou :  this  he  denied,  and  the  sin* 
gle  testimony  of  one  Hawkins,  tortured  on  the  rack,  was  pro- 
duced against  him. 

Judge  Markham  directed  the  jury  (as  it  was  his  place,  and 
no  partiality  in  point  of  law  to  do,)  to  find  it  only  misprision 
of  treason,  whereby  Sir  Thomas  saved  his  lands,  though  heavily 
fined,  and  life,  though  long  imprisoned.    At  this,  king  Edward 

was 


Was  so  vexed,  that  Sir  John  was  outed  of  his  Chief  Justiceship, 
and  lived  privately  the  remainder  of  his  life/* 

Another  anecdote  is  recorded  of  him,  of  a  lady  who,  though 
against  the  will  of  her  husband,  "  would  traverse  a  suit  of  law, 
he  being  contented  to  buy  his  quiet  by  giving  her  her  wilj 
therein,  though  otherways  persuaded  in  his  judgement  the  ease 
wpuld  go  against  her.  This  lady,  dwelling  in  the  .Sbiretown,  in- 
vited die  judge  to  dinner,  and  (though  thrifty  enough  of  herself) 
treated  him  with  a  sumptuous  entertainment.  Dinner  being 
done,  and  the  cause  being  called,  the  judge  gave  it  clearly 
against  her ;  and  when  in  passion,  she  vowed  never  to  invite  a 
judge  again.  Nay  wife,  said  the  husbaud,  vow  never  to  invite  a 
just  judge  any  more  !" 

Bevercotes  makes  a  much  greater  appearance  on  the  county 
map,  than  it  does  in  reality^  for  it  consists  of  not  more  than 
half  a  dozen  houses;  and  its  church,  which  fell  down  in  1650, 
is  not.  likely  ever  to  adopt  "  Resurgam"  as  ita  raolto. 

Hauguton,  once  the  abode  of  the  Stanhopes,  and  afterwards 
of  the  ancestors  of  the  present  Newcastle  family  (Holies)  is 
flow  in  total  decay.  The  house  is  entirely  gone,  and  nothing 
remains  but  the  chapel,  now  in  ruins;  but  being  built  in  the 
Gothic  Style  and  embosomed  in  trees,  it  forms  a  pleasing 
though  sombre  object  in  the  scenery.  It  never  consisted  of 
inore  than  a  na?e  and  north  cemetery,  in  which  is  the  ancient 
burial  vault  of  the  Holleses  which  his  present  ^ruce  of  New- 
castle is  preparing  for  the  future  sepulchral  abode  of  himself 
and  family ;  he  also  intends  making  some  repairs  in  the  chtpel 
itself.  Eve/i  the  gravestones,  at  present,  are  in  a  state  of  ruin/ 
and  the  monumental  reliques  are  in  a  total  state  of  mutilation 
and  decay* 

A  paper  mill  still  gives  employment  to  the  inhabitants  of  ft 

few  cottages;  yet  this  place  was  onee  of  sufficient  consequence 

to  give  the  title  of  Baron  to  the  Earls  of  Clare  of  the  name  of 

Holies.    An  old  MS.   in  the  British  Museum  says,  the  bouse 

VoU  XII.  T  was 
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wa%  to  Ofe&ftf  buiWiirg  wltth  litO%  ttrifoTtoity  in  it,  built**  t» 
ferent  periods*  and  its  oldest  part  farming  (be  entrance  "lower. 
The  Watery  of  this  place  affords  a  carious  lesson  to  tnxrrfctaL 
The  Stanhopes  sold  it  to  8irWHHamHollei,  an  eminent  merchant 
in  the  metropolis,  and  lord  mayor  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
eighth,  and  his  fortune  so  great  as  to  enable  him  to  bequeath  a 
fortune  of  10,000/.  per  annum  to  his  eldest  son.    His  hospi- 
tality was  great ;  and  he  always  begun  his  Christmas  holidays 
at  ftallowiide,  and  continued  theth  to  Candlemas,  during  which 
period  any  man  was  permitted  to  stay  three  days  without  being 
asked  who  he  was,  or  Whence  'he  came.    At  all  times,  he  nerer 
set  down  to  dinner  till  one  o'clock ;  and  being  naked  why  he  ml* 
ways  dined  so  late,  hb  answer  was,  that  for  aught  he  knew* 
there  might  be  a  friend  come  twenty  mites  to  dine  with  him, 
and  he  would  be  loth  he  should  lose  his  labour.* 

His  son,  dying  before  his  rather,  nerer  came  to  the  family 
estate,  (though  it  appears  to  hare  been  bequeathed  to  trim  ;  but  he 
lived  at  Irby  in  Lincolnshire,  "  where  he  was  seen  many  times 
so  confront  Henry  Clinton,  Earl  of  Lincoln,  who  was  a  great 
tyrant  amongst  the  gentry  of  that  county,  and  carry  business 
against  him,  as  it  were,  in  spite  of  his  teeth/'  little  thinking 
that,  in  a  Tew  generations,  his  blood  and  estates  would  centre  in 
the  family  of  that  nohletaan :  and  the  grandson  of  Sir  Thomas, 
eldest  son  of  Sir  William,  losing  both  father  and  mother  at  an 
early  age,  "  was  exposed  to  the  most  wretched  condition,  tfll 
the  Earl  of  Clare  took  notice  of  him." 

The  first  Earl  of  Clare  6T  the  Holies  family  was  bom  at 
Houghton  in  1564,  arid  improved  so  touch  under  a  private  tutor 
that  at  thirteen  years  of  age  he  was  fit  to  be  lent  to  Trinity 
College  Cambridge;  where  at  his  first  examination  he  dis- 
played such  genius  and  acquirements,  that  the  master  embraced 
him,  and  truly  prophesied  "  this*  child  if  he  litres  will  become 
a  singular  honour  and  ornament  to  his  country."    After  m  due 

course 
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eeuise  vt  study  be  teems  tohfrvefstmtd  some  idea  of  engage 
ing  in  the  legal  posiasaisn,  far  he  .entered  himself  at  Gray's 
Inn  en  leaving  college;  but  faffing  been  introduced  al  court* 
and  been  appelated  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Band  of  Pen* 
•aoneff ,  he  adopted  pursuits  more  agreeable  40  his  inclination* 

In  tfcatage  of  jneOoes  and  madrigals,  he  chose  for  hisporjr 
*  Qutiuiaricam  timet,  ainicum  a*n  nmat,"  and  with  great  jus* 
tice,  for  a  brave  heart  is  always  the  most  ganeroos  and  friendly ; 
and  the  gallant  spirit  marked  by  this,  he  was  aoon  enabled  to 
iwdolge,  beviag  served  in  the  Flemish  wars,  and  also  ageinsf 
the  Turks. 

On  the  attempt  of  the  Spanish  Armada  against  the  liberties 
ef  his  native  country,  he  returned  and  distinguished  himself 
much  in  its  subsequent  defeat,  and  he  afterwards  did  consider* 
sds4e  service  in  the  suppression  ef  the  different  rebellions  in 
Ireland. 

After  she  accession  of  James,  he  became  obnoxious  to  the 
court,  and  (why  we  know  not)  was  iaiprisoned ;  bqt  after  a 
very  short  confinement  was  released,  and  immediately  called 
to  the  House  of  Peers,  for  which,  however,  he  is  said  to  have 
paid  10,000/.  to  Buckingham  the  fevoarite.  His  earldom  of 
Glare  was  bestowed  upeu  him  in  10M,  a  dignity  of  which  he 
was  highly  worthy :  but  which  it  is  said  he  could  not  obtain 
without  paying  down  5000/.  more.  Though  content  to  pay 
the  bribe,  be  seems  to  have  despised  the  receiver,  and  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  was  one  of  his  most  violent  enemies ;  but  we 
most  also  allow  him  more  honourable  motives  for  his  general 
oonduct,  as  he  stood  forth,  upon  all  occasions,  the  champion  of 
tbejas*  rigki$  of  the  people  against  the  unconstitutional  conduct 
of  the  then  minister.  Notwithstanding  this,  his  heart  was  im- 
pressed with  loyalty;  but  he  lived  not  to  see  the  degradation  of 
the  kingly  office,  or  the  overthrow  of  genuine  liberty  by  the 
fanatic  and  revolutionary  principles  of  the  demagogues  of  that 
day,  having  died  in  1637,  at  the  venerable  age  of  73. 

T9  His 
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Hit  second:  son,   however,  (Benzil  Hoiks)  ilto  bom   a* 
Haughton,  took  a  more  active  part  in  revolutionary  politics,  so 
much  so  as  to  be  in  the  list  of  members  whom  Charles  so  unad«* 
vised  ly  accused  of  high  treason*    He  was  bora  in  1597,  and  ia 
lti97  came  into  the  House. of  Commons;  in  which  year  he  be- 
gan  to  display  his  activity,  being  one  of  the  persons  who  actu- 
ally by  force  held  the  speaker  in  the  chair,  until  the  well  knows 
resolutions  were  read.     The  imperious  conduct  of  Charles  tew 
wards  him  in  1641  gate  him  a  decided  torn  against  the  court 
party;  yet  he,  though  afterwards  a  Parliamentarian,  wasne* 
only  a  steady  opposer  of  the  principles  which  took  away  hta 
monarch's  life,  but  was  even  obnoxious  to  Cromwell  himself, 
for  his  resistance  to  his  unconstitutional  usurpations.    He  now 
•aw  the  absurdity  of  a  democratic   government  in  such  a 
country  as  England,  and  joined  with  ardour  in  the  proceedings 
which  brought  about  the  Restoration ;  and  so  convinced  was  the 
second  Charles  of  his  loyalty  and. integrity,  thai  he  called  him 
fto  the  upper  house,  by  the  title  of  Lord  Holies. 

The  other  leading  particular*  of  this  noble  family  may  be 
{bund  in  any  of  the  peerages;  we  mention  these  personages  as 
connected  with  the  biography  of  the  place* 

Mlhctley,  near  Haughton,  hae  little  worth  noticing;  but  Gnsv 
Hon,  or  Gaineston,  is  a  considerable  village,  and  great  part  of 
its  population  have  long  been  employed  in  the  manufacture  of 
Cmdlmick.  Like  all  other  manufacturing  places,  it  has  a  nuns* 
bar  of  sectaries,  of  whom  the  Baptists  are  the  most  numerous. 
Its- church  has  once  beer*. antique :  but  ks  brasses  being  all  de- 
stroyed or  stolen,  and  its  monumental  ornaments  having  sujfartd 
UautifyiMgJram  the  whitewash  brushes  of  the  Vandals  in  office 
a  few  years  ago,  there  is  nothing  to  interest  the  antiquary. 

Proceeding  along  the  north  roadwt  come  to 
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RBTFORR 

11  *  '*  "  Thence  to  Retford,  fish  I  fed  on. 

And  to  tb'  tdsge,  I  had  read  on. 
With  carouses  I  did  trim  me, 
Thst  my  fish  might  swim  within  me. 
At  the/  had  done  being  living 
And  in  tbe  river  nimbly  diving."* 

This  cheerful  and  populous  town,  seated  on  the  river  Idle, 
has  thence  become  extremely  busy,  particularly  since  the 
branch  of  the  Chesterfield  canal  has  been  brought  into  its  vi- 
cinity. Comfort,  and  even  wealth,  are  displayed  on  all  sides  ; 
and  its  open  airy  square,  surrounded  by  good  regular  buildings, 
gives  it  an  air  of  importance  that  few  country  towns  of  its  size 
possess.  Its  name  is  supposed  to  have  originated  from  an  an- 
cient ford  over  the  river,  at  a  place  where  the  soil  consisted  of 
a  reddish  coloured  clay,  and  of  which  a  considerable  quantity  is 
still  found  in  the  vicinity. 

Properly  speaking,  it  consists  of  two  towns  and  two  parishes* 
East  and  West  Retford,  from  their  situations  on  each  side  of  the 
river,  and  each  of  these  are  distinct  in  jurisdiction;  but  their  ex* 
treme  nearness  makes  them,  for  all  local  purposes,  but  as  one, 
being  united  by  a  very  substantial,  and  not  inelegant  bridge ; 
we  shall,  however,  consider  them  separately  in  order  of  de- 
scription. 

Tbe  church  of  East  Retford,  dedicated  to  SU  Swithin,  and 
called  the  Corporation  church  from  its  being  within  the  bo- 
mugb,  is  a  neat  Gothic  edifice,  in  high  condition  on  the  outside* 
but  not  so  well  in  tbe  interior.  It  has  a  handsome  square  tower 
with  six  well  toned  be) It,  and  its  nave  and  two  side  aisles  are 
well  lighted,  and  on  a  commodious  plan.  The  chancel  is  but 
•mall ;  and,  being  rather  dark,  »  disadvantageous  to  the  appear* 
nice  of  its  altarpiece,  which  represents  tbe  last  Supper  of  our 
Lord,  and  was  given  about  a  century  ago  by  a  gentleman  resi- 

T3  dent 
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dent  in  the  town.  Here  are  some  sepulchral  memorials,  one  of 
which  is  to  the  memory  of  Robert  Sutton,  Esq.  who  distin- 
guished himself  much  by  his  benefactions  to  the  town  and  to 
the  church ;  he  also  left  a  share  in  the  canal,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  poor  of  East  Retford. 

This  church  is  a  vicarage,  the  fectory  being  in  the  cathedral 
of  York,  whose  archbishop  in  13^8  allotted  for  the  vicar's  main- 
tenance one  hundred  shillings  of  altarage,  and  the  small  tythes 
of  pigs,  geese,  chickens,  and  the  bread  and  wine,  ale  and  beer, 
which  should  happen  to  be  brought  to  the  altar :  but  the  tythes 
of  the  mills  were  to  be  given  to  the  poor.  Once  a  year  also 
there  is  a  visitation  in  this  church. 

Sfoswick  Hospital  was  built  some  years  ago  by  a  person  of 
that  name  for  four  men  $  but  it  #as  rebuilt  in  1806  by  the  cor- 
poration, and  h  now  a  neat  building  of  brick,  simply  imitative 
of  the  Gothic.  The  Freesckool  endowed  by  Edward  the  sixth 
is  near  the  church,  and  is,-  as  it  ought  to  be,  plain  and  spacious. 
It  has  been  rebuilt  within  these  few  years  by  the  corporation, 
who  have  added  good  accommodations  for  the  master  and  usher. 
Here  is  also  %n  Almshouse  for  twelve  poor  women. 

The  TowrtHALL  was  built  about  fifty  years  ago,  and  is  a  plain, 
yet  handsome*  and  commodious  edifice;  but  it  is  to  be  regretted 
thai  it  very  inconveniently  occupies  a  large  space  of  the  market 
place.  Here  are  always  held  the  sessions  both  for  town  and 
district;  and  beneath  the  large  room,  are  Shambles  extremely 
clean  and  convenient,  reckoned  indeed  the  best  in  the  shire. 

The  Market  is  on  Saturday,  and  is  always  well  supplied,  not 
only  with  articles  of  the  usual  kind,  but  with  considerable  quan- 
tities of  hops  in  the  season.  The  corporation  have  much  im- 
proved the  market,  by  giving  up  all  the  tolls;  but  their  at- 
tempts to  stop  regrating  have  been  inefficacious ;  and  this  must 
always  be  the  case ;  for  regulations  which  can  be  of  any  avail 
will  operate  against  the  fair  dealer,  whilst  the  illttitentioned 
will  break  through  them,  trusting  to  chance  and  their  own 
ingenuity,  to  avoid  a  discovery. 

The 
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The  Jf«ir#  are  two  in  the  year,  on  the  33d  of  March  and  9ad 
of  October ,  tor  nonet  and  black  cattle;  there  was  formerly 
appther  at  the  feast  of  Trinity,  but  it  has  been  some  time  discon- 
tinued. 

The  Trod*  of  Retford,  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  century, 
wa*  much  in  barley  for  malting  ;  but  Worktop  hat  taken  away 
great  part  of  it.  Its  Manufacture*  at  present  consist  of  sois,  a, 
mUl  for  candlewick,  and  a  paper  mill;  and  there  has  long  been, 
*  sailcloth  manufactory  established.  The  Woritti  mill,  at- 
tempted tome  years  ago  by  Major  Cartwright,  no  longer  exists. 
We  know  not  the  reason  of  it*  failure :  the  plan  was  certainly 
both  judicious  and  patriotic;  but  we  are  told  that  many  indivi- 
duals were  ruined  in  consequence  of  its  want  of  success. 

In  1799,  an  Agricultural  Society  was  formed  here  under  the 
auspices  of  Colonel  Eyre,  the  Marquis  of  Tichfield,  (present 
Duke  of  Portland,)  Viscount  Newark,  &c ;  it  has  already  be- 
stowed many  premiums,  and  has  been  of  considerable  ad? antage 
to  the  vicinity. 

About  a  mile  from  the  town  is  a  well  of  extremely  cold  water, 
called  $•  Joki's  Well;  it  was  fame**  for  many  cores  in^he 
early  part  of  the  last  century,  but  seems  to  have  lost  much  of  its 
notoriety.  Ne  attempt  bat  been  made  to  bring  it  into  repute, 
though  a  probable  consequent  resort  of  company  would  be  bene- 
ficial to  the  place ;  but  this  it  perhaps  owing  to  what  we  un- 
derstand to  be  a  circumscribed  state  of  sociability  in  Retford ; 
for  though  there  are  assemblies  held  at  the  Angel  Inn  during  the 
winter,  yet  society  is  separated,  and  those  who  consider  them- 
selves at  the  first  class  are  principally  engaged  in  the  amuse* 
menu  of  their  own  domestic  circles. 

West  Rxtpoed  it  very  small,  and  has  an  ancient  church  de- 
dicated to  St,  Michael,  with  a  spire  upon  a  square  tower,  and 
tome  old  TirmwanH  stones,  but  none  of  antiquarian  im* 

Jhrrtf$  HotpM  was  founded  in  1666  by  John  Dorrel, 
M«  JX    The  original  plan  was  for  ten  men,  but  the  trustees 

T  4  have 
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have  added  accommodations  for  six  more.  It  is  now  a  low  afjuj 
ancient  looking  edifice,  in  the  centre,  with  two  advanced  wings 
of  the  same  style;  but  there  are  two  advanced  fronts  of  modern 
erection  in  the  Mezzo  Gothic,  done  with  some  degree  of  taste* 
and  the  whole  forming  an  interesting  object  in  the  outskirts  of 
the  Tillage  on  the  road  by  Babworth  to  Worksop.  It  now  sup- 
ports sixteen  brethren,  wbo  have  10/.  per  annum  each,  with 
clothing,  coals,  &c.  part  of  a  garden  each,  an  orchard  for  the 
whole ;  and,  as  they  have  honest  trustees,  they  live  in  comfort 
under  good  rules.  It  is  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity;  and  the 
Subdean  of  Lincoln  is  always  the  master. 

This  village  suffered  considerably  in  the  heavy  flood  which 
took  place  in  1795,  and  rose  to  the  height  of  three  feet  in  the 
market  place.  The  torrent  not  only  tore  up  the  pavement  in 
several  places,  but  actually  destroyed  some  houses.  Since  the 
Chesterfield  canal  was  finished,  West  Retford  has  progressively 
flourished,  and  may  now  be  reckoned  a  pleasant  thriving 
place. 

West  Retford  Hall  is  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  and  is  a  seat 
of  foe  Emerson  family.  An  extensive  lawn,  watered  by  a  gen- 
tle stream,  and  highly  ornamented  with  thriving  groups  of 
trees  and  shrubs,  lies  before  its  principal  front,  and  though 
lying  on  a  flat,  yet  the  home  views  are  very  pleasing,  and  may 
be  considered  extensive.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  boast  here,  that 
his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wale*  spoke  highly  of  its  situ- 
ation in  one  of  his  journies  from  the  north. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  those  locally  connected  wth  Retford* 
to  trace  its  history  in  times  comparatively  recent ;  we  there- 
fore give  the  entry  in  the  visitatipn  of  Sir  Richard  St.  George, 
Norroy  king  of  arms  in  1614.* 

«*  The  town  and  borough  of  East  Radford  m  the  county  of 
Nottingham  is  the  Kingstown,  and  hath  been  an  auncient  borough 
as  appeareth  by  an  auncient  grante  made  by  Edward  the  second, 
who  graunied  the  town  in  fee  farm  to  the  burgesses  of  the  same, 

paying 
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paying  X.  ^  II.  and  giving  them  power  to  choose  bey  lift  for 
tlie  -government  of  the  said  towne.  Hen.  3  granted  tbcm  * 
feyte.  Edward  3  exempted  them  from  all  tolls  and  foreign 
aervisses*  Hen.  6  gave  them  a  court  of  record  to  hold  plea  of 
action  without  imitation  of  same,  and  to  execute  the  office 
of  Esckeater  and  clerke  of  the  market*,  with  many  other  liber- 
ties. 

"All  which  privileges  have  been  from  time  to  time  confirmed 
by  the  several  hinges  and  queenes  of  this  land;  and  now  lastly 
onr  Gracious  Sovereign  Lord,  King  James,  in  the  fifth  year  of 
his  reign  did  not  only  confirm  all  former  grauntes  made  by  his 
predecessors,  but  also  incorporated  it  anew  by  the  name  of  bay- 
Kfifc  and  burgesses,  and  appointed  the  same  to  be  governed  by 
two  bay  lifts  and  likewise  twelve  aldermen  to  make  a  Common 
Council  for  the  town;  also  they  shall  have  a  common  seale, 
with  power  to  alter  it  at  their  pleasure ;  and  that  the  two  bay- 
lifts  for  the  time  being,  and  the  learned  steward,  shall  be  justices 
of  the  peace  and  quorum,  within  the  said  borough. 

"  And  at  this  present  visitation  (1614,)  was  Nicholas  Watson, 
and  Thomas  Draper,  Bay  lifts;  and  those  following  aldermen, 
viz.  William  Thornton,  Robert  Wharton,  John  Jepson,  Richard 
Elsham,  Richard  Parnell,  Robert  Stockham,  William  Bellamy, 
Fiancis  Barker,  Martin  Taylor,  William  Bayley,  Robert  Hud* 
son,  and  WiUiajn  Dickins;  the  Right  Honourable  Gilbert  Earl 
of  Shrewsbury,  High  Steward  $  Sir  Richard  Williamson,  Knt 
Learned  Steward ;  Robert  Brown,  Town  Clerke;  and  two  Ser- 
jeants at  Mace. 

«  This  town  hath  two  burgesses  of  the  Parliament.  Signed,  Ni* 
cholas  Watson— Thomas  Draper— Robert  Brown/1 

This  corporation  has  long  been  in  possession  of  much  landed 
property ;  considerable  part  of  which,  consisting  of  hop  plan- 
tations, is  highly  valuable.  Formerly  they  had  a  power  both 
of  banging  anfl  transporting  at  this  place  ;  but  that  unpleasant 
part  of  municipal  jurisdiction  has  been  removed  for  some  years 
Jo  the  county  town. 

f  The 
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The  elsntive  frenebis*  is  in  the  baiMgs,  aldermen*  and  frejn 
mi;.  the  latter  of  whom  .art indefinite*  aodiiQtobliged  to  b% 
maiden*:   the  patrimonial  right,  however,  inherited  by  thjn 
eldest  son^must  depend  upon  bis  local  nativity.    The  orate*  of 
acquiring  the  freedom,  independent  of  inheritance*  are  two  i 
by  aervkade  of  seven  year's  apprenticeship  t»  a  freeman*  acta-^ 
ally  within  the  limits  of  the  borough;  or  by  redemption,  wbjcfc 
is  by  the  gift  ef  the  bailifis  and  aldermen;  these  latter,  how- 
ever, at  the  time  when  they  receive  their  {rattan,  must  be  in- 
habilant  householders ;  yet,  if  they  leave  the  place,  on  the  ioU 
laving  day,  their  rights  remain  unimpeachable* 

Like  all  ether  small  boroughs,  this  place  had  fer  many  years 
been  a  scene  of  dissension,  both  from  Parliamentary  and  m*> 
ntcipal  causes.  With  respect  to  the  first,  (bey  have  avoided 
Parliamentary  interference  between  the  corporation  and  the  free* 
men,  by  a  kind  of  tacit  agreement  by  which  each  party  is  sup* 
pesed  to  return  a  member;  and  with  respect  to  the  second,  it 
bas  been  settled  by  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  even  so  late  aa 
1797*  who  decreed  "  that  all  bye  laws  shall  be  ipso  facto  inva- 
lid, which  take  upon  them  to  enact  matters  which  contradict  or 
oppose  the  charter." 

like  all  other  places,  wealth  and  interest  will  always  have 
their  influence,  and  the  Newcastle  family  have  been  supposed 
to  be  the  principal  favourites  of  the  corporation;  in  1797,  hew* 
ever,  this  influence  was  opposed  by  Sir  William  Ameets*  and 
Mr  Petrie,  which  for  some  time  made  it  an  open  borough.  Sot 
at  the  election  of  1806,'  General  Crawford  came  in  at  the  head  of 
the  poll,  having  98  votes;  his  colleague,  Mr.  Hugban,  polU 
iug80;  whilst  the  unsuccessful  candidate,  Sir  Johnlngleby* 
could  not  muster  more  than  69,  The  whole  number  of  electors 
has  been  estimated  at  150 ;  but  we  believe  that  now  there  are 
rather  more. 

The  freemen  have  been  rather  unfortunate  in  their  attempts 
to  etflmchite  themselves;  but  this  will  always  be  the  case* 
where  the  attempt  is  not  made  upon  true  independent  princi* 

pies. 
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plea.     If  representatives  are  alwaya  to  be  chosen  either  by  the 
client,  bat  sure,  influence  of  aristocracy,  or  by  tbe  clamour  of a 
few  discontented,  or  interested  individuals,  who,  by  fiery  boasts 
of  patriotism  and  flaming  promises  of  reform,  &c.  either  per- 
suade or  frighten  the  ignorant  mass  of  the  electors  to  choose 
the  favourite  of  the  day,  then  the  cry  of  constitutional  inde- 
pendence is  but  an  empty  sound  j  nor  will  it  ever  be  any  thing 
better,  until  the  electors  come  to  a  resolution  to  reform  them* 
•elves,  and  to  be  prompted  in  their  choice  by  no  principle  but 
that  of  selecting  men  of  sense,  information,  and  honesty,  and 
who  at  tbe  same  time  have  a  stake  in  the  welfare  of  the  country 
at  large,  of  more  importance  than  mere  temporary  personal  in- 
terest.   In  feet,  until  this  is  done,  they  will  sometimes  fed  it 
difficult  to  find  a  proper  person  for  their  representative,  when 
they  honestly  wish  to  repress  undue  influence ;  a  truth,  which 
we  believe  will  not  be  denied;  a  truth,  at  least,  of  which  we 
believe  many  instances  could  be  produced*    In  short,  according 
to  the  too  frequent  practice  of  borough  oppositions  at  the  pre- 
sent day,  an  honest  moderate  man  is  afraid  to  trust  to  a  party 
led  perhaps  by  a  few  hot  headed  individuals  who,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  a  temporary  spirit  of  patriotism,  or  of  interested 
motives,  are  not  always  guided  by  cool  resolution  or  by  a  just 
sense  of  their  country's  good. 

Mr.  Oldfield  in  his  "  History  of  Boroughs,"  mentions  a  dis- 
appointment, something  of  his  kind*  which  took  place  at  Ret- 
ford, when  the  freemen  offered  their  votes  to  Major  Cart- 
Wright,  who  although  be  had  established  a  manufectory  which 
at  that  period  employed  upwards  of  600  people,  and  of  course 
was  well  qualified  to  be  a  representative  burgess,  yet  he 
chose  to  decline  it,  however ;  and,  though  the  author  quoted  has 
not  told  us  the  reason  why,  it  may  rationally  be  supposed  that 
a  fear  of  trusting  too  much  to  popular  favour  may  have  influx 
enced  that  gentleman,  in  addittou  to  other  motives  equally 
honourable* 
There  seems  to  have  been  some  interruption  in  the  elective 

frauchiae 
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franchise  of  this  borough  ;*  for  though  they  sent  representative* 

to  Parliament  in  the  ninth  year  of  Edward  the  second,  yet  their 

right  lay  dormant  from  that  period  untH  the  13th  of  queen 

Elizabeth. 

'   The  bailiffs  are  distinguished  as  senior  and  junior ,-  the  former^ 

always  chosen  from  amongst  the  aldermen ;  and  the  latter  from 

such  freemen  as  have  served  the  office  of  crramberhin. 

•In  proceeding  to  investigate  the  North  eastern  district  of  the 
county,  the  tourist  will  keep  for  a  short  distance  on  the  great 
north  road  towards  Bawtry,  and  half  s  mile  beyond  the  two 
mile  stone,  will  find  a  cross  road  which  leads  him  ioSuttok,  a 
populous  village  on  the  right,  the  tower  of  whose  small  yet 
venerable  church  forms  a  directing  object,  pleasingly  backed 
by  the  swelling  hills  towards  Mattersy.  The  parish  is  called 
« Sdtton  cum  Lound  "  and  Lound  commonly  called,  though 
eorrvptly,  "  Lound  in  the  Morning0  is  a  hamlet  near  to  it. 

Blacow,  or  Bacea  Hill,  now  presents  itself,  a  gently  rising 
eminence,  topped  with  a  very  picturesque,  indeed  elegant,  farm 
house  and  offices  in  the  style  of  an  Italian  villa,  and  forming  a 
lAost  pleasing  object  in  the  landscape.  This  was  erected  by 
Jonathan  Acklom,  Esq.  of  Wiseton  Hall ;  but  is  only  one  among 
many  of  his  very  patriotic  and  tasteful  improvements  in  this 
neighbourhood.  The  plantations  around  it  are  laid  out  with 
great  taste  and  judgement ;  so  as  to  make  it  literally  a  Jerme 
vmie.  In  this  neighbourhood  are  the  remains  of  many  Banuh 
and  Saxon  antiquities,  but  most  of  which  are  unfortunately  in  a 
great  measure  obliterated  by  the  plough,  and  by  paring  and 
burning*  Bticca  is  said  to  signify  a  burying  ground,  m  the  old 
IXinfeh,  which  is  fully  exemplified  by  the  circnUtr  range  of  bar- 
rows  on  die  north  front  of  the  hill ;  some  of  them  clumped  with 
firs;  and  others  nearly  levelled.  A  very  large  tumulus  is  said 
to  have  been  here  not  many  years  ago;*  this,  however,  is  gone; 
hot  it  is  roost  likely  that  the*  hill  has  been  both  an  encampment 
anda  burying  place.  In  the  valley  also,  to  the  northward  of  it,  art 
•ante  slight  vestiges  of  earthen  mounds,  which  the  tradition  of 

the 
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tiw  vkjinky  refers  to  the  same  origin;  and  J*w*o  Hili  is  con- 
sidered as  another  specimen  of  the  warlike  genius  of  oar  .Danish 
Invaders* 

Mat*ebs*y  next  presents  itself,  a, genteel,  yet  Very  retired 
^village  on  a  gentle  rise,  and  barring  some  very  handsome  man* 
aions.  It  was  the  property  of  Earl  Toeti/before  the  Conquest; 
aAerwardsa  family  was  here,  who  took  their  name!  De  M  attersey, 
or  Maresey,  hot  ended  inaa  heiress  Isabel  married  to  €hane*y» 
who  gave  the  Tillage  to  the  monks  of  the  neighbouring  Gilbertine 
Abbey  founded  by  her  ancestors.  After  those  gentlemen  got 
k»  the  prior  bad  free  warren,  and  there  was  also  a  market  and 
fair.  At  the  dissolution,  the  manor  was  granted  to  the  Neville 
family  whose  heiress  marrying  Sir  William  Hickman,  thai 
family  resided  here  in  the  early  part  of  the.  last  century:  their 
fcooee  still  remains,  and  is  a  genteel  and  comfortable  residence 
of  a  private  gentleman.  The  present  iord  of  the  manor  is 
Jonathan  Acklom,  Esq.  of  Wiseton  Hall. 

Lelaad  in  his  Itinerary  say  s, «  from  Gainsborough  over  Treat 
ynto  Netinghamshire,  and  ao  to  Madersey  village  a  V.  miles*  £ 
miles  be  low  medowe%and  3  be  corn  and  pasture  groetxV 

The  church  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  is  a  very  handsome 
Gothic  edifice,  in  excellent  preservation,  and  is  a  most  pleas* 
ing  object  in  the  village.  It  has  some  curious  carvings  which 
were  discovered  some  years  ago  under  the  old  pavement  of  the 
chancel  floor,  and  of  which  Throsby  has  preserved  an  engrav- 
ing: they  are  now  placed  against  the  south  wall  of  the  choir; 
Jrat  only  one  of  them  i*  decipherable,  which  appears  to  be  the 
benevolent  actioa  of  St.  Martin  dividing  his  cloak.  In  tba 
reign  of  Edward  the  first,  this  church  was  appropriated  to  the 
priory,  to  make  them  amends  for  some  losses  they  had  sus- 
tained by  fire;  There  was  also  here  a  cbauntry  dedicated  t* 
St.  John  the  Baptist 

A  handsome  stone  bridge  over  the  river  Idle  is  not  only  of 
ftreat  use,  but  also  en  ornament  to  the  village,  and  forms  an 
i  agreeable 


99t  MrrtmmMAtwmnt* 

agreeable  object  amidst  the  surrounding  and  ore 
foliage. 

About  half  a  mile  from  the  Tillage  are  tome  small  refit  of 
(beOHbertkie  priory,  dedicated  to  St  Helen,  and  founded  for 
six  carom  by  Roger  Fits  Bancriph  de  Maresey  Move  lltflL 
At  the  diesoletiou  it  was  valued  at  60i. 

A  ftrm  house  now  standi  on  its  scite;  part  of  its  cloyetetv, 
•ome  of  the  cells,  and  what  appears  to  have  been  a  corner  el" 
its  church,  still  mark  part  of  its  boundaries ;  bat  these  are  going 
last  to  decay,  and  are  now  occupied  as  carthooses,  and  filled 
with  poultry  roosts.  Yet  there  is  still  enough  left,  though  in 
detached  masses,  to  form  even  a  conspicuous  part  of  a  smalt 
Gothic  residence,  if  its  situation  was  to  tempt  a  man  of  taste; 
but  it  stands  low,  and  though  the  scenery  around  it  is  pleasingly 
retired,  it  has  not  any  of  those  charms  sought  after  by  modem 
builders,  whose  primary  object  seems  to  be  to  see  and  be 
seen. 

Crossing  the  Idle  by  Mattersey  bridge,  a  pleasing  rural  mad, 
"shaded  by  extensive  plantations,  4eads  to  Drakehw,  the  princi- 
pal building  in  which,  though  it  scarcely  can  be  called  a  bans 
let,  is  the  Inn,  which  is  not  only  comfortable  and  commodious, 
but  forms  a  good  object  in  the  scenery  both  from  its  style  of 
building  and  situation,  being  erected  with  that  intention,  by  Mr. 
Acklom,  whose  long  life  seems  to  hare  been  principally  occu- 
pied in  improving  the  country  around  bim.  This  is  also  on* 
of  the  depots  for  the  Chesterfield  and  Trent  canal  which  passes 
by  here,  through  a  tunnel,  $M>  yards  in  length,  15  feet  high, 
and  of  the  same  width,  of  good  workmanship,  and  in  the  cutting 
of  which  many  coins  of  Constantino,  and  human  bones,  were 
found.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  this  hm  been  a  Roman  sta- 
tion ;  for  here  ran  a  Roman  road,  which,  though  nearly  obli- 
terated, has  yet  some  faint  traces,  and  was  evidently  connected 
with  the  neighbouring  station  of  Agetocmm,  orLittleboreagh. 

This  canal  pursues  a  winding  course  of  two  mHes  through 

Mr*  Acktom's  estate,  and  the  turnpike  road  from  Gainsborough 

9  to 
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attended  with  the  *m*t  mconrenienee  to  the  neighbouring 
grounds,  tat  the  worthy  and  judicious  owner,  by  a  well  planned 
system  of  plantation,  lias  remedied  their  inconvenience  m  * 
grent  measure,  and  indeed  rendered  them  even  beauties  iiwm 
instances. 

Wjsppon  Ham.  stands  nearly  m  the  centre  of  the  manor  of 
which  Mr.  Addem  4s  -sole  proprietor,  and  is  in  Claworth  parish* 
ft  -was  originally  the  residence  of  the  Nelthorpc  family ;  (fee* 
was  purchased,  nearly  two  centuries  ago,  by  an  ancestor  of  <the 
dackrotns,  an  ancient  Yorkshire  family,  often  honoured  with 
Knighthood  hi  eaTHer  times,  when  that  title  was  conferred  for  im- 
portant services  to  the  state,  and  on  those  whose  birth  ooMei 
them  to  it. 

Very  little  of  the  ancient  mansion  remains ;  the  present  one, 
partly  erected  on  it,  forms  a  handsome  elevation  of  a  centre 
three  story  high,  with  two  wings  of  one  lofty  story  each :  the 
whole  light  and  airy,  and  accompanied  by  a  very  commodious 
range  of  offices.  It  was  began  by  the  late  Mr.  Acklom,  and 
finished  in  its  present  state  by  its  now  venerable  owner;  its 
situation,  though  not  commanding,  is  yet  highly  pleasing,  stand* 
ing  rather  on  a  gentle  swell,  with  a  very  extensive  lawn  of  up- 
wards of  thirty  acres  in  front,  finely  belted  by  trees  and  orne* 
mental  shrubs,  and  judiciously  broken  at  intervals  by  weHdit* 
posed  picturesque  clomps.  Though  its  situation  cannot  be 
called  a  commanding  one,  yet  the  grounds  contain  most  eaten* 
live  prospects  over  the  (bur  surrounding  shires  of  York,  Lin- 
coln, Notts,  and  Derby,  and  even  into  Cheshire  when  the 
weather  is  clear. 

The  whole  of  the  interior  arrangements  are  elegantly  modern ; 
and  though  it  is  by  no  means  a  show  htmie,  yet  those  whom  the 
hospitality  of  its  worthy  owner  admit  to  its  friendly  resort,  will 
he  gratified  with  some  paintings,  which  are  not  the  Ices  valua- 
ble for  being  few  in  number.  These  consist  of  an  original  of  Sir 
Robert  Cecil ;  another  of  Henry  the  eighth;  both  by  Holbein, 

the 


fO*  HOTTIKO*Aklir*HrI. 

the  last  ctrtamhf  so ;  a  curious  piece  of  poultry  by  Bariovr,  a 
painter  of  such  eminence  as  to  have  been  engraved  by  Hollar; 
a  piece  of  still  life  from  the  pencil  of  Caravaggio ;  another,  artuf 
unknown,  but  extremely  well  done;  an  ancient  architectural 
piece;  and  two  modern  landscapes  done  with  marble  dust  of 
different  colours,  both  curious  and  elegant. 

The  whole  manor  w  so  well  wooded  as  to  appear  one  gfnf 
ornamental  plantation  ;  and  a  well  conducted  walk  round  th* 
borne  grounds  is  led  for  upwards  of  a  mile  in  a  circuitous  route, 
•o  as  to  connect  the  exterior  woods  with  the  domestic  scenery* 
That  part  which  accompanies  the  canal  is  particularly  pleasing, 
having  a  fine  prospect  of  the  we)l  wooded  eminences  on  the 
north  and  west  sides.  The  canal  too,  which  leads  to  Claworth, 
has  been  rendered  a  pleasing  variety  in  domestic  arrangement; 
there  being  a  boat  on  it,  which  in  fine  weather  carries  the 
whole  family  to  their  parish  church. 

On  all  the  surrounding  eminences  Mr.  Acklom  has  judi- 
ciously placed  his  new  built  farm  bouses ;  these  are  not  only  or- 
namental to  the  grounds,  and  indeed  to  the  whole  estate,  but 
have  even  proved  an  economical  measure,  notwithstanding 
their  small  extra  expense ;  as  houses  built  in  an  ornamental, 
yet  plain  strong  style,  are  most  easily  kept  in  repair,  the  oc- 
cupants being  in  some  measure  obliged  to  take  more  care  of 
them,  to  keep  them  cleaner,  and  to  have  much  less  agricul- 
tural lumber  about  them,  than  is  generally  the  case  with  ah  old 
farm  house,  and  which  not  only  stands  in  the  way  of  trifling  re- 
pairs, but  in  fact  often  renders  them  necessary.* 

Everton  parish,  to  the  north  west,  contains  the  hamlet  of 
Scqftworth  holden  of  the  see  of  York,  to  which  Richard  Ack- 
lom, 

•  "  Jonathan  Acklom,  Etq.  of  Wtseton,  on  the  mcfofote  of  ifimtom,  Mat* 
fersey,  Everton,  Mtsson,  and  Scrooby,  pnrtued  the  plan  of  placing  new  t*tm 
houses  central  to  their  respective  grounds,  and  completed  aevcn  with  Urge  ap« 
ptntenances,  dove  cotes,  granaries,  cow-booses,  &c.  The  same  has  bee* 
done  more  or  lew  in  othor  new  inclosure*." 

Vide  towe's  Sorrey  of  Nott* 
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loin,  Esq.  the  present  proprietor*  pays  a  quit  rent,  holding  with 
it  free  warren  in  the  archiepiscopal  paramount  manor  of  the 
soke  of  Southwell.  Daring  the  inclosure  of  this  manor  several 
specimens  of  Roman  antiquities  have  been  found,  particularly 
part  of  a  spear,  and  some  fragments  of  urns ;  a  discovery  which 
seems  in  some  measure  to  settle  the  origin  and  chronology  of. 
some  vestiges  of  fortifications,  thence  justly  concluded  to  have 
been  a  Roman  station* 

In  a  small  tongue  of  the  county,  running  between  York  and 
Lincolnshire,  stands  FinningUy,  a  large  village,  with  a  church 
dedicated  to  St.  Oswald,  but  containing  only  some  modern 
sepulchral  memorials.  Here  is  a  school,  which  was  first  begun 
and  maintained  by  the  minister  of  the  parish ;  but  which,  about 
a  century  ago,  was  so  improved  by  the  charitable  contributions 
of  the  neighbouring  gentry,  as  to  clothe  and  educate  eight  boys. 

This  lordship  was  originally  the  property  of  the  Frobuker 
family;  of  which  was  Martin  Frobuker  an  enterprising  navi- 
gator, who  was  sent  out  by  queen  Elisabeth  with  three  ships  in 
1567,  in  hopes  of  discovering  a  north-west  passage  to  India. 
Having  proceeded  as  far  as  Labrador,  he  was  stopped  by  the 
approach  of  winter,  but  returned  with  a  quantity  of  gold  mar- 
casite,  or  pyrites  aureus,  which  tempted  the  members  of  the 
"  Society  for  Promoting  Discovery,"  to  send  out  three  other 
ships  in  1577,  under  Frobisher's  command.  In  this  second 
voyage  he  discovered  the  Straight,  now  known  by  his  name, 
but  was  again  stopped  by  the  ice ;  and  having  taken  on  board 
more  of  this  glittering  substance,  then  supposed  to  be  gold,  he 
returned  to  England. 

Soon  after  this,  queen  Elizabeth  determined  to  form  a  settle- 
ment in  these  countries,  and  a  fleet  of  fifteen  small  vessels  with 
men  and  necessaries  was  again  sent  out  under  Frobisher's  com- 
mand :  but  he  could  not  get  so  far  as  he  had  gone  in  his  preced- 
ing voyages;  so  that  they  soon  after  returned,  and  Frobisher 
seems  to  have  given  up  all  further  attempts  at  discovery. 
Misson  lies  to  the  southward  of  Finningley  ;  it  was  anciently 
Vol.  XII.  V  called 
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catted  Mime,  or  Mys**,  as  is  supposed  fremiti  mtenniatnw 
with  Uorolnsbire,  being,  aven  at  the  present  «ay«  P»rt^«the 
two  counties.  It  seems  to  have  followed  the  wn  descent  as 
the  lands  in  its  vicinity ;  for  it  belonged  first  to  Hie  fcmity  •* 
Maresey,  then  to  the  prior  and  monks  af  Matters*? ,  and,  after 
several  other  changes,  is  now  vested  in  Richard  Acklom,  Esq. 
who  is  impropriator.  It  has  long  had  the  advantage  of  a  water 
communication  with  the  Trent,  for,  hesave  the  present  canal 
was  cut*  the  Idle  was  thus  for  navigable. 

The  scenery  around  it  is  of  a  very  curious  kind,  consisting 
of  a  widely  extended  plain,  level  as  the  surface  of  a  calm  sea, 
and  presenting  to  the  spectator  the  idea  of  space  unbounded, 
when  seen  from  the  neighbouring  heights.  In  foct  it  is  quite 
distinct  and  different  from  what  is  meant  by  a  ©Jam  in  the  com- 
mon acceptation  of  the  word,  or,  as  Mr.  Gilpin  has  very  jodi- 
cionsly  described  another  appearance  of  the  same  natare,  "  the 
idea  of  this  kind  which  such  scenes  as  Salisbury  plain  suggest, 
is  much  less  pure.  The  inequality  of  the  ground  there,  sets 
bounds  to  the  idea.  It  is  the  ocean  in  a  storm;  in  which  the 
idea  of  extension  is  greatly  broken,  and  intercepted,  by  the  tur- 
bulence of  the  waves— this  gives  us  the  idea  of  solid  water, 
rather  than  of  land,  if  we  except  only  the  colour. 


-interminable  neada, 


And  ?Mt  Savannahs,  where  the  wandring  eye 
IJnfia'd,  i»  in  a  verdant  ocean  lost." 

Thin,  like  the  plain  he  described,*  is  one  of  those  extensive 
tracts  from  which  the  sea,  in  a  course  of  ag.es,  has  retired*  With 
the  eye  it  seems  impossible  to  fix  its  limits,  for  it  ranges  many 
miles  in  every  direction,  and  softens  at  last  into  the  axure 
distance  of  Yorkshire,  whilst  its  foreshortening  is  partly  marked 
by  long  lines  of  incloaure  studded  with  villages,  tod  dim  dis- 
covered spires. 

Mis  teuton  is  in  this  vicinity  ;  and  has  long  bean  a  consi- 
derable 
•Burgfc  Marth  in  Cumberland. 
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"dtanMe  village,  bat  naach  improved  #f  late  by  the  canal  which 
ptstees  clean  to  it.  It  bes  ft  church  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  and, 
though  in  what  An*  been  a  retired  situation,  was  remarkable  for 
holding  the  places  of  assembly  of  other  aeets ;  for  Threeby  ob- 
serves, i(  here  are  Catholic,  Methodist,  and  Calvkust  places  of 
worship,  wbitber,  over  some  roads  intolerably  bad,  the  sectaries 
Iran  the  neighbouring  Tillages  resort." 

Stockwith  is  a  basnfet  of  Mister  ton ;  bot,  having  the  advan- 
tage of  being  situated  at  the  junction  of  the  canal  with  the 
Trent,  it  bids  fair  to  become  a  floarishhig  place;  in  fact  to  be- 
came, like  9tonrport  in  Worcestershire,  a,n4w  creation. 

Walkering«a*,  though  a  mile  from  the  Trent,  is  so  ear  con* 
meted  with  it  as  to  have  a  ferry  3  it  is  a  very  considerable  vil- 
lage, with  a  large  church  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen;  bot 
the  rectory  being  impropriate,  the  vicar  has  only  a  large  parish 
and  smalt  profits.  Though  flat,  yet  the  country  around  is  plea- 
sant from  its  populous*ie4s  and  cultivation. 

Qswaldbbec  is  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  is  in  such  decay 
as  to  be  undeserving  of  notice,  were  it  not  tbat  k  had  given 
name  originally  to  the  hundred.  Nor  should  we  have  thought 
it  necessary  to  have  named  Bkckiiwham  were  it  not  that  it  is 
one  of  the  prebends  of  Southwell,  and  is  further  remarkable  as 
the  place  of  nativity  of  Dr.  Howell,  who  has  been  justly  called 
the  laboriow  author  of  the  History  of  the  World,  and  of  some 
others,  about  the  latter  end  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

Grindley  on  the  Hill,  anciently  "  Greenalege,"  is  very 
descriptively  called  so  from  its  lofty  situation  on  a  hill  overlook* 
ing  the  wide  extent  of  Misson  Car  already  described.  On  tbia 
apot  there  are  several  swelling  mounds,  which,  were  it  not  lor 
their  sue,  might  be  supposed  artificial  from  their  very  bases :  on 
them,  however,  have  been  thrown  up  three  others  in  ancient 
times ;  a  small  one  to  the  west  of  the  church,  and  two  large  ones 
on  its  eastern  side.  These  are  evidently  the  remains  of  Saxon  or 
Danish  works;  and  the  part,  which  is  still  called  •»  the  Park*," 
«  traditionally  recorded  to  have  belonged  to  a  Saxon  i-ord. 
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Tbe  village  is  extensive,  though  not  very  large  with  respect 
to  its  number  of  houses,  which  are  mostly  the  residences  of  tbe 
farmers  who  hold  the  neighbouring  lands.  The  church  is  a  very 
handsome  edifice,  is  dedicated  to  St  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  and 
under  this  double  guarantee  seems  to  have  been  well  taken  care 
of,  for  it  is  well  paved  in  tbe  inside  and  kept  very  clean,  whilst 
its  pinnacled  tower  forms  a  fine  object  in  the  landscape* 
Throsby  records  a  curious  epitaph  of  an  old  lady,  Winifrid  Ver- 
non, who  is  made  to  address  the  reader  in  a  way  which  some 
wicked  wits  have  interpreted  very  differently  from  the  good 
lady's  meaning.  It  is  certainly  whimsical,  but  its  interpreta- 
tion too  gross  to  be  permitted  to  sully  our  pages. 

Upon  the  whole  this  place  will  afford  amusement  to  three 
classes  of  tourists;  to  him  who  can  play  upon  and  laugh  at  a 
sepulchral  joke  upon  aged  maidenhood  ;  to  him  who  is  pleased 
with  extensive  and  curiously  contrasted  prospects;  and  to  him 
who  can  feast  upon  antiquarian  reflections ;  for  these  latter  must 
rise  rapidly  in  any  man's  mind  who  contemplates  this  spot, 
which,  having  Iain  out  of  the  track  of  former  antiquarian  tourists, 
seems  to  offer  a  rich  mine  to  those  who  will  investigate  it* 
Horsley  and  Stukeley  seem  both  to  have  been  so  occupied  with 
Agelocum  in  the  vicinity,  as  to  have  almost  entirely  overlooked 
this  place :  but  we  have  no  doubt  that  an  investigation,  pursued 
upon  the  plan  of  that  of  the  indefatigable  Sir  Richard  Hoare  on 
Salisbury  plain,  would  amply  repay-  any  trouble  or  expense 
incurred,  and  perhaps  throw  considerable  light  upon  the  early  ' 
history  of  this  part  of  the  kingdom. 

Cla worth  is -a  pleasing  little  rural  village  on  the  banks  of  the 
canal ;  its  church  is  strictly  in  unison  with  the  place,  and  its 
Gothic  tower,  and  almost  darkened  pointed  windows,  suit  well 
with  the  gloom  produced  by  the  overhanging  foliage.  To  him 
who  would  retire  from  society,  without  flying  to  a  desart, 
Cla  worth  offers  an  asylum,  as  his  repose  would  never  be  dis- 
turbed except  on  the  sabbath,  when  the  neighbouring  gentry 
assemble  at  divine  service.    The  church  is  dedicated  to  St, 
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9eter,  and  contains  several  monuments  of  the  FitzwilKam  and 
Acklom  families;  and  the  present  venerable  representative  of 
the  latter  family  has  here  placed  a  stone  to  the  memory  of  a 
faithful  servant,  John  Bottomley,  who  had  lived  in  the  family, 
and  as  steward,  for  72  years;  having  lived  with  three  genera- 
tions, and  seen  the  fifth ;  he  died  in  1773  at  the  age  of  85. 

Hay  ton  is  a  very  long,  but  no  otherwise  remarkable,  village  : 
nor  i«  Clarborough  deserving  of  particular  notice,  though  a 
clean  comfortable  place,  with  some  excellent  houses :  and  at* 
Titne,  a  small  hamlet,  we  have  only  to  notice  the  probability 
of  its  having  been  formerly  a  place  of  some  consequence,  as 
many  Roman  antiquities,  particularly  a  stylus  and  several 
agates  and  cornelians  with  inscriptions  and  engravings,  have 
been  dug  up  here  some  years  ago. 

North  and  South  Wheat  ley,  and  Saundby,  are  principally  in- 
habited by  farmers,  whose  farms  are  occupied  by  dairies;  and 
great  quantities  of  butter  are  sent  from  their  neighbourhood  into 
the  principal  manufacturing  towns  of  York  and  Lancashire*. 

Strotton  is  a  village  containing  some  good  houses ;  its  ancient : 
church  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  with  its  light  and  airy  pinnacled , 
tower,  is  kept  in  very  good  order,  and  has  some  ancient  monu- 
ments of  the  Thornhaughs  and  Hewetts,  &c. 

Littleborough,  though  now  a  small  place,  has  employed 
the  pens    of  most  of  our  antiquaries  with   respect  to  its  con- 
nection with  the  Itinerary  of  Antoninus.    Camden  expressly, 
considered  it  as  the  Agelocum  or  Segelocum  of  that  Itinerary, 
(for  it  is  spelled  both  ways,)  both  on  account  of  its  standing  on 
the  military  way,  and  of  the  great  number  of  Roman  imperial 
coins  often  dug  up  here,  in  his  time,  and  then  called  swine 
pennies,  from  their  being  so  near  the  surface  of  the  ground  as 
to  be  rooted  up  by  those  animals.    It  is  true,  indeed,  tliat  in  his. 
first  edition  of  the  "  Britannia"  in  1594,  he  had  fixed  this  station 
at  Idleton,  or  Eaton*  supposing  that  in  the  transcription  of  names. 
Agelocum  had  been  written  for  Adtlacum,  and  to  this  suppo* . 
•jtion  he  then  trusted,  without  considering  that  the  Agelocum 
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of  Antoninus  had  *  ferry  over  the  Trent,  and  which  is  continue* 
a*  Littleborough  to  this  day,  constituting  perhaps  the  oisfef 
customary  umge  in  the  empire,  and  that  without  let  or  interrup- 
tion. Thornton  was  of  the  sane  opinion  with  Camden  respecting 
the  fixing  of  the  station  at  Eaton;  bat  this  be  did  from  a  com- 
parison of  the  distances  on  the  iter,  and  from  a  carious  coinci- 
dence of  the  British  and  Roman  names ;  for  Id,  in  the  Bri- 
tish, signifies  corn ;  therefore  Id  and  ton  may  signify  a 
"  place  of  corn,"  bearing  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  Roma* 
Segelocum.  But  if  Camden  in  his  early  opinions  forgot 
the  ferry,  so  Thoroton  seems  to*  have  jumped  ever  a  river,  not 
recollecting  that  JdUton  is  the  town  on  the  Idle,  It  would 
indeed  be  an  idle  business  to  pursue  these  reveries  any  further  > 
we  may  just  observe,  therefore,  that  Burton  in  bis  notes  upon  the 
Itinerary,  places  Agelocom  or  Segelocum,  (for  he  shews  that 
the  Romans  indiscriminately  used,  or  omitted,  the  S)  at  Little* 
borough,  in  which  he  is  followed  by  Stukely,  who  thinks,  how* 
ever,  that  Segelocum  may  have  been  a  corruption  of  the  origi- 
nal name  in  later  times.  His  description  of  it  at  the  early  part 
of  last  century,  is  that  it  id  a  small  village  three  miles  above 
Gainsborough,  just  upon  the  edge  of  the  water,  and  in  an  angle, 
Agel-Auk  from  Frons  Aqua  he  thinks  a  pertinent  etymology  ; 
and  adds  that  it  seems  only  to  have  been  environed  by  a  single 
ditch,  of  a  square  form,  with  the  water  running  quite  round  it . 
fbr  to  the  west  where  Wbitesbridge  is>  there  is  a  watery  vallejr 
which  hems  it  in,  so  that  it  was  a  station  of  considerable  strength. 
The  church,  as  he  observes,  stands  upon  the  highest  ground ;  and 
the  Trent  had  not  only  washed  away  part  of  the  eastern  side  of  the 
town,but  foundations  and  pavements  were  then  visible  in  thebankv 
In  1684,  when  the  in  closures  between  the  bridge  and  town 
were  first  plowed  up,  many  coins  of  Nerva,  Trajan,  Hadrian* 
Constantine,  &c.  were  found,  together  with  Intaglios  of  Agate, 
and  Cornelian,  the  finest  coloured  urns  and  patera,  some 
wrought  in  basso  relievo,  with  the  workman's  name  generally 
impressed  on  the  inside  of  the  bottom ;  also  ±DUev*,  or  Qnoit, 
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with  an*  emperor's  head  embossed  on  k.  Again,  in  171%  two 
very  handsomely  moulded  altars  were  dog  up,  and  then  setup 
as  piers  in  a  waH  en  the  side  of  the  steps  which  led  from  the 
Waterside  to  the  inn.  Stukely  adds,  that  near  White's  bridge, 
he  had  seen  extensive  foundations  of  ancient  buildings;  and 
iardry  seasons,  and  when  the  tide  was  low,  coins  were  then 
found  at  lew  water  mark* 
To  continue  the  chronological  order  of  antiquarian  research, 
it  is  necessary  to  mention  that  Horsley*  decidedly  says,  "  Se* 
gelocom  and  Agelocum,  as  called  in  two  iters,  is  certainly  Lit* 
tseboroogh.  Here  Dr.  Gale  saw  an  urn  which,  besides  ashes 
and  bones*  contained  a  coin  of  Domitian.  The  Roman  station 
haa  been  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  though  the  town  stands 
on  the  west" 

Pegge  adseyt  gnres  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ella,  vicar  of  Rampton 
near  tim  place,  in  which  be  says  that  in  1701,  ferrying  over 
the  Trent  into  Nottinghamshire,  he  observed  in  the  opposite 
bank,  washed  away  by  the  water,  one  of  the  Coralline  coloured 
urns*  It  was,  however,  broken  in  pieces,  but  contained  bones* 
and  also  a  coin  of  Domitian*  He  does  not  think,  however,  that 
the  principal  station  was  on  the  east  side,  bat  says  that  the 
ftfflnsam  seem  to  have  had  a  summer  camp  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river,  though  tillage  had;. then  destroyed  all  traces  of  it. 

To  such  an  host  of  observations  and  conjectures  it  is- impos- 
sible for  us  to  add  any  thing ;  except  merely  to  say  that  the 
aattqaary,  though  he  will  now-find  nothing  to  gratify  curiosity  at 
thisapot,  will  still  be  able  to  tread,  with  reverential  awe,  that 
ground  which  is  hallowed  by  the  remembrance  of  past  ages; 
and  here  may  he  contemplate  the  striking  changes  of  political 
power,  and  of  the  exertions  of  man,  and  the  instability  of  a 
fancied  immortality,  the  names  and  actions  of  its  once  proud 
possessors  having  mouldered  into  oblivion  like  their  decayed 
sepulchral  dest 
Hablathorp,  or  Absthorpe,  has  already  been  noticed  whilst  en- 
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devouring  to  ascertain  the  ancient  name  of  Trent.*  It  is  bat 
a  small  hamlet,  with  some  remnant  of  a  chapel ;  but,  not  hav- 
ing been  mentioned  in  the  Norman  survey,  has  been  supposed 
not  then  to  have  had  existence:  if  so,  the  conjectures  founded 
on  its  name  must  fall  to  the  ground. 

Rampton  near  the  Trent  has  been  in  possession  of  the  mac 
ternal  ancestors  of  the  family  of  Eyre,  ever  since  the  Conquest 
In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth,  a  mansion  house  was  built 
here,  but  pulled  down  about  a  century  ago,  nothing  of  it  re- 
maining except  a  very  curious  gateway  highly  ornamented  in 
the  style  of  that  time.  It  has  still  some  armorial  bearings  in 
pretty  good  preservation ;  and  a  good  drawing  of  it  may  be 
seen  in  Throsby's  Notts,  where  much  of  their  modern  descent 
may  be  found,  both  from  the  Babyngtons  and  from  Lady 
Pakynton  of  Westwood  House  in  Worcestershire,  the  pious 
authoress  of  the  "  Whole  Duty  of  Man."  Here  w  a  very  large 
church  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  with  a  lofty  tower ;  and  in  the 
chancel,  and  other  parts  of  it,  are  many  monumental  memorials 
of  Stanhope,  Babyngton,  Eyre,  &c 

Nojith  JLbverton  is  a  large  village  with  a  commodious 
church ;  but  we  mention  it  particularly  on  account  of  a  curious 
mode  of  dividing,  and  marking  the  divisions  of  the  common  hods, 
by  a  set  of  names  applied  to  the  twenty-eight  parts  of  every 
division*  The  plan  is  certainly  a  regular  one,  and  much 
praised  by  Mr.  Throsby  and  his  correspondent  Mr.  Shillitoe ; 
but  we  conceive  that  every  plowman  must  carry  his  surveyor 
with  him  to  the  field,  as  ttje  ground  is  marked  out  almost  to 
inches.  Some  of  the  names  also  are  as  curious  as  the  mode  of 
division,  and  shew  some  genius  in  their  invention;  these  are, 
Cicely  Oxgang,Doll  in  tenure,  Mary  Dole,  Cockermeat,  Poory 
I)qle,  Scutt,  Rose,  Wyemark,  &c. 

Its  companion  South  Leverton  is  also  an  agreeable  village 
with  a  neat  church,  and  possessing  a  most  extensive  prospect 
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ever  Iincobkshire*  finoti  whence  Lincoln  Minster  may  be  seen 
at  a  distance  of  twenty  miles, 

Gaova  is  a  small  Tillage,  with  a  church  dedicated  to  St. 
Helen,  which  has  in  the  chancel  some  curious  antique  monu- 
mental stones  of  the  Herty  family,  formerly  lords  of  the  manor. 
The  parsonage  is  a  pleasing  habitation,  most  liberally  improved 
by  a  late  incumbent.  Being  so  near  the  line  of  the  Roman 
road,  the  situation  of  Grove  could  not  escape  that  warlike 
people,  as  fit  for  an  exploratory  station,  and  we  may  conclude 
that  the  moat  on  Castle  Hill  in  this  parish  was  occupied  by 
them  for  military  purposes,  though  it  may  originally  have  been 
a  British  work.  But  the  greatest  beauty  of  Grove,  is  Grove 
Haul,  the  seat  of  Anthony  Hardolph  Eyre,  Esq.  who  now  repre- 
sents the  county  in  conjunction  with  his  son-in-law  Lord  New- 
ark. It  has  a  very  commanding  appearance  when  seen  from 
t^e  north  road,  being  situated  on  a  considerable  elevation  in 
the  midst  of  a  well  wooded.park.  Of  the  ancient  mansion  built 
here  by  the  family  of  Hercy,  nothing  has  been  removed  ex- 
cept the  front,  which  is  now  a  modern  one  in  a  pleasing  style 
of  architecture;  the  other  part  of  tbe  house  is  certainly  as  old 
as  Henry  the  eighth's  reign,  and  has  been  an  edifice  of  great 
elegance  according  to  the  style  of  that  day.* 

Hbadon  was  another  4>ld  ancestorial  mansion  of  the  Eyre 
family,  having  come  to  tbem  by  a  marriage  with  the  heiress  of 
Wastney :  the  house,  however,  built  in  the  last  century  by  the  last 
baronet,  has  been  some  years  pulled  down,  though  the  ancient 
park  still  remains.  Many  monuments  of  the  Wastneys  remain 
in  the  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  and  is  on  an  ex- 
tensive scale,  (laving  a  nave  and  two  side  aisles ;  and  it  is  a 
curious  fact,  that  the  impropriate  rector  of  this  parish  must  be 
a  clergyman,  although  he  has  no  cure  of  souls  within  it,  that 
duty  being  performed  by  the  vicar,  who  possesses  only  the 
small  tythes, 

Eaton, 
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Eaton,  or  JUfeton,  though  now  a  smalt  Tillage,  andon^r  re- 
markable for  being  a  prebend  of  Southwell,  was  ^  place  of  tone 
consequence  before  the  Norman  Conquest  5  far  here  twetoi 
manors,  and  ten  thanes,  each  thane  having  a  Hall :  at  the 
surrey,  however,,  they  were  reduced  to  one  manor. 

OaMALL  lies  a  small  distance  to  the  left  of  the  north  rood,  and 
is  worthy  of  notice  far  an  agricultural  fact  recorded  by  Mr. 
Young  in  one  of  bis  tours,  who  observes  that  there  had  then  been 
recently  practised  some  *ery  uncommon  improvements  by 
means  of  hops,  particularly  by  Geo.  Brown,  Esq.  of  Ordsall,  and 
— -•  Mason,  Esq.  of  the  same  neighbourhood.  The  praise* 
worthy  attempts  of  these  gentlemen  were  on  a  black  bog  three 
feet  deep*  its  spontaneous  growth  nothing  but  rushes,  and  let 
for  but  three  shillings  per  acre :  this  was  drained  at  a  small  ex- 
pense by  open  cuts,  and  planted  with  hops  in  squares  of  six 
feet^  and  in  this  they  succeeded  so  well  as  actually  to  clear63* 
per  acre. 

A  lair  instance  of  the  practice  and  principles  of  puritanic 
times  may  be  drawn  from  an  act  of  the  Rump  Parliament  in 
1653,  against  the  rector  of  this  place,  Dr.  Marmaduke  Moor; 
whose  estate  was  forfeited  for  treason,  and  himself  sequestrated 
from  his  living,  for  the  heinous  and  damnabk  offence  of  playing 
oerdsv  three  sereral  times,  with  his  awn  wife  i ! ! 

Babwo*th  Hall,  the  seat  of  the  Hon.  J.  Bridgemstn  Simp* 
son,  isaboutamile  to  the  west  of  Retford,  oil  the  Worksop 
road.  It  is  a  plain  comfortable  white-fronted  residence,  having 
had  considerable  additions  made  to  is  by  the  present  possessor. 
The  pleasure  grounds  are  in  as  good  a  style  as  the  ground  would 
admit  of,  and  do  great  credit  to  the  skill  of  Mr.  Repton  who 
laid  them  out :  the  plantations,  baring  now  acquired  a  consider- 
able growth,  asfcknilate  well  with  the  older  woody  scenery 
around,  and  serve  much  to  embellish  the  open  lawn,  and  well 
formed  though  small  piece  of  water  in  the  front 

The  church,  a  neat  Gothic  building,  stands  a  short  distance 
from  the  hall,  and  is  in  very  good  order  both  within  and  with- 
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The  tower  support*  a  small  steeple,  and  (her*  are  two 
young  trees  growing  out  of  the  roof  of  the  aeuth  porch.  It  cos-' 
tains  no  ancient  monuments,  but  there  are  some  of  a  modes* 
date  of  the  Simpson  family. 

Neat  the  church  is  the  charming  tittle. sequestered  residence* 
of  the  Rot.  Archdeacon  Eyre*  the  rector,  in  which  comfort  and 
elegance  are-  blended,  and  to  whose,  wstthy  possessor,  added 
to  the  kindr  patronage  of  the  Bridgeman  Simpson  family,  ww 
understand  the  pariah  w  much  indebted  for  its  internal  proa* 
parity.  The  whole  population  of  Babwortb  is  310,  the  male* 
being  predominant;  they  have  no  poor,  bat  ten  outpensRracis; 
n.Snnday  School  is  supported  by  about  2&  individuals,  costs  only* 
1U  per  annuo*,  but*  has*  produced  ten  times  that  profit,  by  the 
improvement  of  morals  f 

After  passing  Babwortb,  the  ground  begins  to  rise,  and  the 
tourist,  finds  himself  within  the  limits  of  the  green  wood  forest, 
whose  enchanting  scenery  of  woods,  and  lawns,  and  glades,  and 
heaths,  and  cultivated  farms,,  and  ornamented  seat*,  breaks  in: 
upon  him  like  enchantment  in  every  direction.  Sometimes  the 
road  runs  alongside  of  the  Chesterfield  canal  bu3y  with  com* 
merce,  at  others  it  sink*  into  the  forest  dells,  and  at  length 
brings  him  to  (Hbeaton  House,  the  elegant  modern  seat  of 
Mr.  Foljambe,  The  surrounding  estate  abounds  with  wood, 
which  is  annually  increasing  in  richness  of  foliage  by  the  growth' 
of  thriving  plantations  of  oak,  larch,  and  other  useful  timber 
trees.  A  rivulet  which  runs  through  the  whole  baa  been  so  ex- 
tended  in  front  of  the  house,  and  for  some  distance  on  each 
side,  losing  itself  in  the  woods,  as  to  appear  like  a  river  of  oo*» 
siderable  aise«  This  effect,  says  the  editor  of  the  Vurmrius 
Britaanicus,  has  been  produced  under  the  immediate  direction 
of  the  owner,  who  possesses  a  degree  of  tadte  and  judgement 
which  is  perhaps  surpassed  by  few  of  those  who  have  made 
it  their  study  to  display,  to  the  greatest  advantage,  the  beautiee 
of  nature,  and  to  supply  her  defects  by  the  exertions  of  art, 
*Ehe  ground  on  which  the  house  stands  rises  with  a  consider* 

able 
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able  degree  of  boldness  on  the  south  side  of  the  river;  bat  the" 
views  are  more  picturesque  than  extensive ;  and  the  scenery  » 
tranquil  and  woody.    The  foreground,  which  is  finely  inter- 
spersed with  the  noblest  oaks,  elms,  and  beeches,  both  single 
and  in  groupes,  is  backed  by  extensive  woods,  some  of  which, 
amongst  other  timber,  contain,  in  particular,  spruce  firs  of  the 
largest  dimensions,  beautifully  feathered  to  the  ground.    The 
house  itself  has  in  front  an  elegant  portico  of  four  fluted  Ionic 
pillars,  supporting  a  highly  ornamented  architrave  and  pedi- 
ment ;  and  it  has  of  late  years  received  such  additions,  under 
the  superintendance  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  the  architect,  as  to  have  be* 
come  a  very  convenient  family  residence,  with  extensive  ac- 
commodations for  the  reception  of  visiting  friends. 

To  the  north  of  this,  on  the  Great  North  Road,  is  BarnbyMoor* 
now  inclosed,  and  which  may  be  said  to  form  a  small  hamlet,  hav- 
ing some  excellent  houses,  and  a  very  large  and  comfortable  inn, 
and  posting  house.  Turning  to  the  left  over  the  moor,  and 
proceeding  down  a  sandy  lane,  we  come  to 

BLYTHE, 

which,  rising  on  a  gentle  ascent,  has  a  prepossessing  appearance 
at  a  distance :  the  county  around  is  well  divided  with  hedge- 
rows: and  a  broad  opening  leads  into  the  town,  or  rather  Til- 
lage, (for  Throsby  calls  it  a  market  town  without  a  market,) 
from  the  ascent  of  which  there  is  a  fine  view  over  the  valley  in 
which  Lord  Gal  way's  seat  at  Serlby  is  situated.  A  topogra- 
pher of  the  vicinity,*  says  it  is  a  clean  well  built  town,  and 
formerly  had  a  small  weekly  market  on  Wednesday  ;  this,  how- 
ever, has  for  some  time  been  in  disuse,  and  the  inhabitants  go 
toBawtry.  We  think,  however,  it  can  scarcely  be  called  a 
town,  even  if  it  had  a  market ;  it  is,  merely,  a  large  village 
with  several  very  decent  inns,  and  must  have  the  credit  of  being 
clean  and  comfortable.    After  the  Norman  Conquest,  Roger 

<k 
•Vide  Miller1!  Doncaster, 
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do  Bn»H  bad  a  castle  here,  and  procured  for  it  tbe  title  of  an 
•  honour' ;  but  his  chief  residence  being  at  Ttckhill  in  Yorkshire, 
the  honour  of  Blyth  was  dependent  upon  that  manor.  We  are 
told  that  afterwards!  this  Roger  "  being  of  a  pious  and  grateful 
deposition,  with  the  consent  of  his  wife  Muriel  did  for  the  stabi- 
lity of  William  then  king  of  England,  (who  had  given  him  a  full 
fourth  part  of  this  county,  if  not  more,  besides  what  he  had 
given  him  in  others)  and  of  his  successors,  as  also  for  the  health 
of  the  soul  of  queen  Maud,  and  their  own,  by  the  advice  of  their 
friends,  erect  a  priory  in  this  town,  and  by  way  of  endowment 
gave  and  granted  to  God,  St.  Mary,  and  the  monks  there  serv- 
ing God,  the  church  of  Blythe,  and  the  whole  town  entirely, 
with  all  the  privileges  and  customs  thereunto  belonging." 

This  grant  is  said  to  have  been  confirmed  by  the  first  two 
Henries;  and  yet  Madox  asserts,*  that  an  ancient  feoffment  had 
been  made  of  the  honour  of  Blythe ;  and  also  that  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  first,  that  honour  was  in  the  king's  band  either 
by  escheat  or  wardship,  for  the  profits  of  it  were  accounted  for 
to  him ;  which  position  he  proves  by  reference  to  the  rolls  of 
the  honour.f  Tanner,  however,  makes  no  mention  of  this  in 
the  Monasticon,  but  merely  says  that  here  was  a  priory  of 
Benedictine  monks,  built  by  Roger  de  Builli  and  Muriel  his 
wife,  about  1068,  to  the  honour  of  the  blessed  Virgin.  It  was 
in  some  respects  subordinate  to  the  abbey  of  the  Holy  Trinity 
of  Mount  St.  Catharine  at  Rouen,  in  Normandy,  and  was  at  the 
dissolution  worth  1267.  per  annum. 

Here  also  was  an  hospital  for  a  warden,  three  chaplains, 
4nd  several  leprous  people,  founded  by  William  de  Cressi, 
lord  of  Hodesac,  and  dedicated  to  St  John  the  Evangelist. 

Of  the  state  of  this  place  after  the  dissolution,  we  are  told  by 
Leland  in  his  Itinerary,  that  "  from  Rosington  in  Yorkshire  to 
Blith,  most  by  woody  ground,  part  by  come,  pasture  and 
medowe,  a  5  miles.     There  renne  two  Brookes  as  I  cam  into 

the 
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the  very  towne  of  Bnth.  The  first  that  1  cam  ever  w 
.greater,  and  cummith  thither  from  the  weate ;  the  other  i 
neth  hard  by  the  otter  house*  of  the  tewae;  and  this  as  they 
told  me  was  named  Blith.  And  as  I  remember  it  is  tho  very 
self  waiter  that  cummith  for  Workensop,  or  els  Wbrknsop 
-water  renneth  into  it.    Both  this  waters  mate  together  a  little 

beneath  Blith  to —  medowes,  and  goeth  toScroby  MiHea 

a  $  miles  lower.  Blith  is  bmt  metely  buikfced.  At  the  east  end 
of  the  towne  is  the /church,  wherein  be  noe  tombes  of  noblemen. 
I  asked  of  a  castelle  that  I  hard  say  was  symtyme  at  Blith ;  but 
other  aunswer  I  laraid  not,  but  that  a  little  or  I  cam  ynte  the 
town  ther  apperith  yn  a  woodes  sides  token  of  an  aoncieflt 
building." 

Fuller,  who  wrote  some  time  after  Leland,  says,  *  there  is  in 
this  county  a  small  market  town  called  Blithe,  which  John  Nor- 
den  will  have  so  named  from  jucundkate,  from  the  mirth  and 
•good  fellowship  of  the  inhabitants  therein.  If  so,  I  desire  that 
both  the  name  and  the  thing  may  bo  extended  all  over  the 
shire ;  as  being  confident  that  am  ounce  of  mirth  with  the  same 
degree  of  grace  will  serve  God  more,  and  more  acceptably, 
than  a  pound  of  sorrow." 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Martin,  and  is  a  capacious 
elegant  Gothic  structure,  with  a  very  handsome  ancient 
tower;  and  at  the  east  end  facing  the  high  road  there  is  an  ele- 
gant arch  inserted  in  the  wall,  which  must  either  have  led  torn 
former  chancel,  or  perhaps  have  been  the  remains  of  some 
other  religious  building  attached  to  the  church.  At  present  it 
is  completely  embowered  in  a  shrubbery,  has  a  very  pic* 
turesque  appearance,  and  seems  a  continuation  of  the  orna* 
mental  paddock  in  which  stands  a  large,  though  not  very 
modern,  residence,  now  Occupied,  or  about  to  be  so,  by  the 
Duchess  Dowager  of  Newcastle. 

The  whole  body  of  the  church  is  of  high  antiquity,  and  in 

the  interior  it  presents  a  noble  nave  with  arches  supported  by 

lofty  pillars,  and  interspersed  with  some  very  splendid  monu- 

9  menu 


meats  of  the  Meliishes;  ami  among  others  a  manorial  (bra 
late  individual  of  that  family  who  built  the  mansion  alluded  to. 
This  was  evidently  the  priory  church,  a*  the  remains  of  that 
4knc*ejtt  building  ate  adjoining  to  it ;  of  these,  however,  scarcely 
any  thing  is  left,  though  it  nay  be  that  a  large  house  on  to* 
right  hand  going  up,  is  founded  on  part  of  its  scite. 

Though  the  market  is  discontinued*  there  are  two  annual 
Fairs  ;  one  on  Holy  Thursday,  for  horse  and  black  cattle ;  the 
other  on  the  twentieth  of  October,  for  sheep  and  swine* 

On  passing  through  the  town,  the  tourist  cannot  4aU  being 
anach  struck  with  the  beauty  of  its  vicinity,  as  a  scene  of  orna- 
mented cultivation  bursts  upon  his  view,  superior  to  any  thing 
0/  the  kind,  which  the  editor  of  these  sheets  has  ever  seen ;  the 
whole  expanse  of  ground,  for  a  considerable  extent,  seems  a 
-complete  garden,  embracing  not  only  the  grounds  belonging  to 
the  mansion  of  the  Mellishes,  but  also  those  of  Serlby  HalU 
with  all  their  lawns,  winding  walks,  and  shady  groves.  In 
fact  the  high  road  itself  seems  an  ornamented  walk,  leading 
over  a  superb  bridge,  built  of  Koch  Abbey  Stone  by  the  grand- 
lather  of  the  present  possessor,  for  the  convenience  of  crossing 
the  extensive  piece  of  water,  formed  on  a  most  magnificent  scale 
by  damming  up  the  river  Idle  and  the  little  brook  called  Ry- 
ton  which  runs  through  these  grounds. 

When  Mr.  Young  wrote  his  agricultural  tour,  the  town  of 
Blyth  and  the  country  round  it,  for  several  miles  every  way,  be- 
longed to  William  Mellish,  Esq.*  to  which  gentleman  Blyth 
Haix  if  indebted  for  all  its  modern  improvements,  both  for 
beauty  and  convenience.  The  additions  and  alterations  have 
been  so  considerable,  that  we  may  say  it  has  been  rebuilt  on 
the  scite  of  the  ancient  hall ;  and  it  is  now  of  considerable  mag- 
nitude, being  formed  of  brick,  ornamented  with  stone. 
The  most  elegant  apartment  is  a  magnificent  drawing  room, 

forty 
*  Joseph  Mollis i,  Xtq.  married  s  sitter  of  Mr.  Gore,  governor  of  the  Ham- 
burgh Company.    lit  died  in  1733,  mud  was  succeeded  in  the  fil/the  estate 
typhis  eldest  soa  William,  a  commissioner  of  excise  in  17A1. 
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forty  feet  long,  twenty-two  broad,  and  eighteen  in  height, 
with  a  circular  bow  window  of  twenty-one  feet  span,  so  as  to 
form  a  very  agreeable  proportion.  The  chimney  piece  is  ex- 
tremely elegant,  consisting  of  Ionic  pillars  formed  of  Egyptian 
granite,  fluted  with  stripes  of  white  marble,  and  supporting 
the  frieze  in  which  is  a  tablet  with  an  ancient  sacrifice  in  bas 
relief.  The  furniture  is  appropriately  rich,  with  the  beauty  of 
the  apartment;  and  the  chairs  and  carpet  are  of  crimson  velvet, 
embroidered  with  yellow  silk.  The  view  from  this  apartment, 
and  from  many  of  the  others  is  extremely  grand,  looking  over 
a  fine  piece  of  water,  winding  through  the  lawn  for  a  mile  and 
a  half,  and  of  the  breadth  of  from  fifty  to  seventy  yards. 

Speaking  of  Mr.  Mellish's  improvements,  Mr.  Young  ob- 
serves that  he  ha*  executed  undertakings,  which  shew  an  acti* 
vity  not  to  be  surpassed.     He  made  ten  miles  of  road,  at  his 
own  expense,  and  a  river  four  miles  long,  and  ten  yards  wide, 
as  a  drainage  to  a  large  extent  of  low  land  in  the  centre  of  his 
estate,  capable  of  being  made  as  fine  meadow  as  any  in  Eng- 
land.   He  also  built  several  farm  houses,  and  above  thirty  cot- 
tages, all  in  the  most  substantial  manner,  of  brick  andiile; 
"  works  of  the  noblest  tendency,  that  will  always  carry  their 
own  eulogy."    He  also  built  here  a  handsome  and  extensive 
pile  of  stabling;  and  ornamented  the  estate  with  upwards  of 
two  hundred  acres  of  plantations  which  are  now  arrived  at  a 
thriving  growth. 

Serlby  Hall,  now  the  property  and  residence  of  Lord  Vis- 
count Galway,  (not  the  Earl  of  Galloway,  as  asserted  in  a  modern 
work,)  was  in  early  times  the  manor  of  A  lured  the  Saxon ;  bat 
at  the  Norman  Conquest  was  given  to  Roger  de  Busli,  of  whom 
Gislebert  his  man  held  it.  From  the  Busli  family  it  came  to 
that  of  Mowbray,  and  in  the  reign  of  king  John,  Roger  de 
Mowbray,  for  what  reason  is  not  assigned,  gave  it  to  Maud  de 
Moles,  who  married  Hugh,  a  man  very  likely  without  a  sur- 
name, as  he  immediately  adopted  tnat  of  de  Serlby.  For  many 
generations  it  remained  in  this  family,  until  the  last  male,  An- 
thony, 
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thony,  in  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century,  being 
childless,  left  it  to  his  wife,  Gertrude,  daughter  of  Ralph  Leek 
of  Hasland,  Esq.  for  her  own  life  and  twenty-one  years  after. 
t)uring  this  long  interval  of  expectation,  the  male  heir  of  the 
Serlby  family  was  obliged  to  sell  the  reversion  to  Mr.  Saunder- 
son  of  Blyth ;  but  the  widow  marrying  Sir  George  C  ha  worth, 
that  family  also  purchased  a  part  of  it ;  and  from  them  it  has 
come  to  the  present  possessor,  to  whose  family  it  belonged  as  far 
back  as  the  beginning  of  the  last  century,  at  which  time  there 
was  a  very  old  mansion  standing  on  it. 

The  present  building  is  of  brick  and  stone,  consisting  of  a 
centre  of  very  handsome  elevation,  with  two  appropriate  wings, 
having  the  offices  in  the  underground  story,  and  the  stables  and 
out  offices  on  the  eastern  side.  The  situation  is  extremely 
agreeable ;  ou  the  south  front  is  a  spacious  lawn,  beautifully 
interspersed  with  clumps  of  trees;  whilst  the  north  front  has  a 
charming  prospect  over  some  very  luxuriant  meadows,  watered 
by  the  little  river  Ryton.  The  principal  plantations  are  on  the 
south  west  side,  with  many  avenues  and  shady  walks  cut 
through  them,  opening  to  the  most  striking  prospects  in  the  vi- 
cinity. The  terrace  is  a  part  of  the  grounds  always  very  much 
admired, .not  only  for  its  own  beauty,  but  for  the  exquisite  view 
which  is  seen  from  it.  The  interior  of  the  house  is  both  ele- 
gant and  commodious,  and  when  visited  by  the  editor*  was  un- 
dergoing a  complete  repair,  together  with  the  outside. 

There  are  many  fine  paintings  in  the  various  apartments; 
amongst  which  are  two  undoubted  originals  by  Hans  Holbein  ; 
one  of  these  is  in  the  dining  room,  and  is  a  portrait  of  Henry  the 
eighth  on  wood;  the  other  is  in  the .  drawing  room,  and  is  a 
finely  executed  portrait  of  Nicholas  Krcatoer,  astronomer  to  that 
monarch. 

The  drawing  room  also  contains  a  very  large  picture,  being 

twelve  feet  two  inches  in  height,  and  fifteen  feet  four  in  breadth, 

from  the  pencil  of  Daniel  Myton.    Its  subject  is  Charles  the 

first  and  his  queen,  with  two  horses,  on  one  of  which  is  a  side 

Vol.  XU.  X  saddle. 
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saddle  and  some  dog$,  all  as  large  as  life.  It  also  contains 
ajwtfcr  figure  a$  large  as  life,  but  wtjo,  of  himself,  would  not 
have  required  such  a  breadth  of  canvas;  this  is  JefFery  Hudson, 
the  famous  dwarf,  who  is  in  the  act  pf  striving  to  keep  back  two 
small  do$s  with  collars  on.  This  picture  having  come  into  the 
possession  of  queen  Anne,  was  by  her  presented  to  4ddi*o*, 
from  whom  it  came  to  the  Arundels,  or  which  family  is  its 
present  noble  possessor. 

If  the  tourist  crosses  a  bridge  at  the  east  end  of  the  town,  he 
will  find  a  very  pleasant  road  leading  across  an  inclosed  moor  to 

BAWTRY, 

which  being  partly  in  this  county,  having  its  division  marked 
by  a  small  current  of  water  in  the  yard  of  the  Crown  Inn,  must 
be  partly  noticed. 
Old  Barnaby  in  pursuing  his  poetic  drunken  route,  tells  us. 

"  Thence  to  Bawtree,  at  I  came  there. 
From  the  buihef  near  the  lane  there, 
Ruih'd  a  Tnteoie  in  gesture  flanting. 
With  a  Jeering  eye  and  wanton; 
But  my  dash  I  did  atibeoe  it, 
Fearing  Jwt  my  pane  ifeoajd  hub  it"9 

The  traveller,  however,  may  now  risk  Bawtry  without  ie> 
earring  suck  Am gcr,  if  he  chooses,  and  he  cannot  sail  of  beiag 
struck  with  a  very  elegant  mansion  on  the  left,  on  entering  the 
town,  extremely  pleasing  m  itself,  and  from  its  situation  cos*» 
mending  the  moot  charming  prospect  over  Nottinghamshire. 
I»  mentioning  this  pU$e,  indeed,  we  fear  that  we  have  otorr 
stepped  oar  limits.;  for  the  line  of  division  of  the  two  emVes  is 
hero  se  very  unseating,  that  an  unguarded  tourist  may  easily 
eemmJt  a  trespass,  and  oven  in  the  middle  of  the  high  road  may 
shake  hands  with  a  friend  in  the  next  county.  We  shall*  these* 
(ore,  just  repeat  that  Bawtry  is  the  market  for  Hy tk  and  the 
vicinity,  and  4s  always  extremely  well  supplied  for  its  sksransl 

It* 

•  "  Sed  inflexi  earn*  pswam,  , 

Timens  misere  Crumenam." 

Vide  Barasby's  Journey. 
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|u  population  by  tbe  last  return  is  421  miles,  and  497  female*, 
Mounting  to  a  total  of  918 ;  but  tbe  particular  description  p/ 
its  topography  moat  be  left  for  its  own  proper  county.* 

Near  to  this,  to  the  left  of  the  road  from  Bly  th,  is  the  village 
.of  jfmvorth,  on  the  border  of  which  parish,  close  to  JJawtry,  was 
*a  hospital  founded  by  the  Morton  family,  with  a  chapel  in, 
which  was  their  sepulchral  tault ;  but  it  is  remarkable  for 
potbing  further,  ejtoept  a  charity  school  for  twelve  boys,  sup- 
ported by  voluntary  subscription. 

Returning  from  Bawtry  towards  Worksop,  we  come  on  the 
porth  road  to  Scaoogy.  This  place  was  visited  by  that  modem 
4nacreon,  old  fiarnaby,,  whom  we  have  so  often  quoted;  bu£ 
bis  fears  seem  here  to  have  got  the  better  of  his  curiosity,  and 
prevented  him  from  giving  us  any  description  pf  the  village* 

«       "Thence  to  Scrobie,  oh  my  maker  1 
With  a  pastor,  and  a  T*krrJ 
Day  I  spent;  1  night  divided, 
Thief  did  make  me  wall  provided: 
My  poor  scrip  did  cause  me  fear  Lira, 
All  night  long  I  cane  not  near  him." 

In  a  preceding  note  we  have  already  given  Leland's  opinion 
•hat  the  rivulet  close  to  this  place  once  divided  Netts  from  York* 
shire ;  to  that  opinion  he  adds,  "  from  Scroby  to  Bawtre  a  mile 
or  more*    Bidiage  a  little  beyond  Seroby  manor  place,  I  passed 

by  a  lord*  over  the ryver ;  and  so  betwixt  the  pales  of  9 

parfcee  iewgging  to  Sctoby,  fee.  f*  be*  the  sine  of  tHvieion*  since 
that,  seems  to  have  been  altered. 

Of  theetate  of  Seroby,  when  in  its  glory  as  an  archieptteepal 
resident*,  we  have  a  good  account  from  the  tasna  early  tourist : 
he  tells  us  "thence  (Mattereey)  I  roode  a  myle  yn  lew  wash 
and  somewhat  fenny  ground,  and  a  snyle  farther  or  more  by 
higher  ground,  to  Seroby  in  Notmghamsfcise.    In  the  mesne 

X  3  tounelet 
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tounelet  of  Scroby  I  marked  2  thinges,  the  paroche  chirche  not 
bigge,  but  very  well  builded  ex  lapide  politi  quadra  to.  The 
second  was  a  great  manor  place  standmge  witbyn  a  mote,  and 
longging  to  the  archbishop  of  York,  bnilded  yn  to  coortes, 
whereof  the  first  is  very  ample,  and  all  builded  of  tymbre, 
saving  the  front  of  the  haule,  that  is  of  bricke,  to  the  wych  as- 
cend itur  per  gradus  lapidis.  The  ynner  courte  building,  at 
far  as  I  marked,  was  of  tymber  building,  and  was  not  in  cum  pace 
past  the  4  parte  of  the  utter  courte." 

The  archbishops  of  York  had  free  warren  here  as  early  as 
the  17th  of  Edward  the  second;  and  in  queen  Elizabeth's  reign 
this  palace  was  not  only  considered  as  excellent  in  itself,  and 
more  capacious  than  that  at  Southwell,  but  much  more  com* 
modious  for  provision,  having  a  large  jurisdiction  on  the  north 
side,  consisting  of  very  many  towns  thereabouts.*  Even  in  the 
early  part  of  the  last  century,  the  park  still  remained  ;  bat  arch- 
bishop Sandys  having  caused  it  to  be  demised  to  his  son  Sir 
Samuel  Sandys,  the  house  afterwards  became  so  much  ne- 
glected that  even  then  it  had  almost  fallen  to  the  ground.  No- 
thing>now  remains  but  some  small  part  incorporated  into  a  farm 
house,  marking  the  ancient  abode  of  splendour  and  hospitality, 
and  in  the  garden  is  an  old  mulberry  tree,  which  tradition  as- 
serts was  planted  by  the  haughty  Wolsey* 

The  village  stands  a  short  distance  to  the  east  of  the  great 
road,  and  merely  contains  a  few  farm  houses,  and  the  church, 
which  once  was  handsome,  but  now  decayed,  and  possessing 
nothing  of  its  ancient  grandeur,  except  its  lofty  spire. 

Scrooby  In*,  a  commodious  posting  house,  stands  about  half  a 
tuile  further  on  the  road ;  after  which  we  come  to Mamkili,  and 
also  to  Torwortk,  two  hamlets  m  the  parish  of  Birth,  principally 
supported  by  the  great  thoroughfare  on  the  road* 

Hod  sack,  a  little  to  the  Southward  of  Bly  the  had  once  a 
large  house  belonging  to  *the  Cliftons;  there  is  still  a  curious 
brick  gateway  and  a  lodge  houtc*  the  residence  of  Mr.  Spencer. 
1   At  one  period  the  greatest  part  of  this  parish  had  been  given 

to 
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to  the  church  for  religious  uses;  we  shall  therefore  trace  its  his-, 
tory  to  serve  as  a  fair  specimen  of  the  meekness,  and  humility,. 
and  heavenly  Handedness,  of  the  monastic  brotherhood,  who  in . 
their  search  after  heaven  took  care  to  lay  hold  of  the  good 
things  on  this  earth,  by  the  way. 

In  Saxon  times  this  was  the  manor  of  Ulsi ;  but  Roger  de 
Busli  procured  it  from  the  Norman  conqueror,  and  delivered 
it  by  feudal  tenure  to  Turold  de  LUuriis,  in  whose  descendants, 
it  continued  several  generations.  From  them  it  descended  by 
marriage  to  the  Cressi  family,  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Richard 
the  first,  and  remained  with  them  until  the  time  of  Henry  the 
fourth,  when  the  coheiresses  of  Hugh  de  Cressi  carried  it  to  the 
families  of  Markham  and  Clifton,  with  whom  it  remained  until 
the  middle  of  last  century,  and  is  now  become  part  of  the 
Mellish  estates. 

During  this  period,  at  least  previous  to  the  Reformation,  no 
less  than  five  distinct  grants  of  land  were  made  to  the  church* 
by  the  lords,  and  by  their  subtenants.  The  first  in  point  of  time 
was  by  Folk  de  Lisuriis  who  gave  to  the  monastery  of  Blyth 
fourbovats  of  his  own  lands. 

The  second  was  from  Ralph  Cossard,  who  bestowed  on  the 
same  brotherhood  six  acres  of  his  own  demesne  in  Corsard 
Thorpe,  a  hamlet  of  the  parish.  Roger  de  Cressi  made  the 
third  grant  to  God,  St.  Mary,  and  the  monks  at  Blythe,  of  the 
tythesofall  his  mills  belonging  to  his  manor  here;  for  which 
these  charitable  and  benevolent  gentlemen  agreed  to  say  per- 
petually  four  masses  per  week  for  himself,  his  ancestors,  and 
successors,  living  and  dead  !  Some  time  after,  in  the  reign  of 
Richard  the  second,  Hugh  de  Cressi,  one  of  his  successors,  seems 
to  have  derived  very  little  benefit  from  these  weekly  masses, 
for  he  is  recorded  to  have  been  guilty  of  felony,  for  which, 
however,  be  procured  a  license  to  enable  him  to  give  seven 
messuages,  and  four  bovats  of  land  to  three  chaplains  in  the 
chapel  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist  near  Blythe,  as  a  fine  for  his 
crime ;  and  no  doubt  these  worthy  chaplains  would  have  given 

X3  him 
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him  absototiert  for  half  a  dozen  felonies  in  a^tk>n  M  tfcy  for- 
mer, provided  h*  had  paid  beforehand*.  The  last  gift  was  that 
of  the  chapel  which  was  given  to  Blythe  monastery  by  Adjoint 
agreement  of  Wflljam  de  Cressi,  and  Thomas  de  Hodesaek. 

This,  however,  is  but  a  small  part  of  what  was  given  ifr  another 
part  of  the  parish ;  for  in  the  hamlet  of  Hermetton,  William  de 
Cmrifegio,  and  A  vice/  bis  wife*,  daughter  and  heiress  df  William 
de  Teaaia,  m  the  18th  of  Stephen,  gate  to  the  church  of  St 
Ctithbert  at  Radforti  near  Worksop,  three  borate  of  rand  with 
the  common,  for  the  souls  of  the  aforesaid  WiHmmde  Tenant, 
and  Hugh  Lovetef ;  and  fbr  the  redemption  of  theft  own  souls, 
and  of  all  their  parents  and  friends,  as  well  firing  as  dead.  And 
because  Hugh  de  Cressi,  Ldrd  of  Hodsack,  gave  sonte  tnieasi« 
Hess  to  the  monks  of  Radford  in  the  possession  of  these  bovatt, 
king  Henry  the  second  interfered,  and  ordered  htm  to  permit 
the  holy  brothers  to  enjoy  them  in  peace,*  otherwise  bis  stew* 
3rd  of  Tickhilf,  should  tickle  him  to  some  purpose,  and  see  jus- 
tice done  to  these  pious  gentlemen,  who  were  cbtrs  led  hi  quiet 
possession  of  these  lands,  as  well  as  of  the  hamlet  of  Holm  also 
in  this  parish,  which  was  given,  with  *U  things  belonging  to  it,  to 
th*  same  monastery  by  A  vice  de  Clarifegfo,  with  consent  of  her 
husband. 

From  this  single  specimen  of  one  solitary  *m?  riot  very  e*« 
tensive  parish,  we  may  judge  of  the  temporal  as  wet!  as  spin* 
tnal  influence  possessed  by  those  gentry,  who  by  their  tows 
were  bound  to  poverty,  but  by  their  practice  were  in  a  fiur 
way  of  getting  possession  of  balf  the  laitda  ill  the  kingdom* 

Tfyetowitof 

WORKSOP 

stands  on  the  borders  of  the  forest,  nearly  h*  ft*  mfcfci  of  Wfhtf 
was  commonly  catted  kn  the  vfeimtyy  * the  Jkrirery/*  fromV 
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0f  Dukt*,  within  the  compass  of  a  few  miles;  since  the  death  of 
the  Duke  of  Kingston,  however,  there  are  now  but  three. 

On  the  approach  from  Retford,  the  appearance  of  Worksop 
And  Radford,  lying  in  a  valley,  overtopped  by  the  magnificent 
doable  tower  of  the  church,  and  backed  by  swelling  hills  finely 
clothed  with  wood,  is  extremely  striking.    Its  situation  is  indeed 
delightful,  and  nature  has  done  much  for  it ;  and,  as  a  modern 
totrrist  has  observed,    if  art  has  not  done    so    much    for    it, 
yet  there  are  more  noblemen's  seats  in  its  immediate  vicinity, 
than  any  other  spot  in  the  kingdom  so  distant  from  London  can 
boast  of.    We  most  observe,  however,  that  we  perceived  no 
deficiency  in  the  exertions  of  art;  for  the  town  is  in  general 
wel!  built,  and  the  streets  very  well  paved ;  the  inns  are  clean 
and  comfortable;  and  much  of  the  bustle  of  business  enlivens 
it,  from  being  on  the  post  road  to  Sheffield  and  having  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  Chesterfield  canal,  which  runs  close  to  the  north 
end,  and  near  to  the  little  river  Ryton.  It  consists,  indeed,  only 
of  one  long  street,  and  of  another  leading  to  Radford;  but  both 
these  contain  good  houses ;  and  the  whole  place  has  an  air  of 
gentility  not  always  to  be  seen  in  larger  country  towns. 

Of  its  state  three  centuries  ago  we  have  a  very  good  account 
from  Letand,  who  says,  in  his  Itinerary,  "  about  a  mile  beyond 
Blith  I  passed  by  a  park  called  Hodsak,  where  Master  Clifton 
bath  a  fair  house ;  and  2  miles  farther  much  by  hethy  and  then 
wooddy  ground,  I  cam  over  a  smaul  broke  with  a  title  stone 
bridge  over  it;  and  so  strait  into  Wirkcnsop,  a  ptaty  market 
of  2  streates  and  metely  well  builded. 

"  There  is  a  fair  park  hard  by  it;  and  the  begynnynges  of  a 
fair  manor  place  of  squared  stone  yn  the  same.  The  old  cas- 
telle  on  a  hille  by  the  towne  is  clene  down  and  scant  knowe 
where  it  was. 

"  This  toune,  and  castelle,  and  large  parke  longed  first  to  the 
Lovetotts,  then  as  sum  say  to  one  of  the  Nevilles.  Then  were 
the  Furnivaulx  of  certente  owners  there ;  and  after  the  Tal botes. 
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«  The  priorie  of  the  black  chanons  there  was  a  thing  of  greto 
building." 

Though  Leland  says,  that  few  knew  where  the  castle  stood* 
its  scite  may  be  ascertained  even  at  the  present  day,  at  the  west 
side  of  the  town  on  a  circular  hill  inclosed  with  a  trench,  ex- 
cept on  one  side  where  it  has  a  steep  bank  overhanging  the  lit- 
tle river  Ry ton  which  thus  formed  a  kind  of  natural  defence  : 
this,  however,  is  all  that  remains,  as  there  is  not  one  stone  left 
upon  another. 

Before  the  Norman  conquest,  this  place  was  the  property  of 
Elsi,  a  Saxon  Nobleman ;  but  he  was  obliged  to  yield  it  to  the 
favourite  Roger  de  Busli,  whose  man  Roger  became  his  feudal 
tenant,  and  was  succeeded  by  William  de  LovetoU  After  many 
generations  it  passed  by  the  marriage  of  an  heiress  Matilda  de 
Lovetot,  to  the  family  of  Furnival,  and  from  them  to  the  Ne- 
vills,  and  afterwards  to  the  Talbots  who  first  became,  on  that 
account,  barons  of  Furnival,  afterwards  earls,  and  dukes,  of 
Shrewsbury,  though  now  extinct  as  a  dukedom ;  but  the  earldom 
in  a  junior  branch.     Gilbert,  the  first  earl  of  Shrewsbury,  was  a 
man  of  great  military  prowess,  and  became  such  a  terror  to 
France  as  to  be  extremely  useful  to  Henry  the  fifth  in  hit  wars 
with  that  country.    He  became  so  much  attached  to  Wgrfrmf 
as  to  build  here  an  immense  mansion  house,  with  a  implf 
ficence  in  full  accord  with  the  splendour  of  his  family  f/lftfr 
bowever,  has  unfortunately  been  burnt  down,  as  we  i 
occasion  to  detail  more  at  large  presently ;  and  it  is  ma 
regretted,  as  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  a  < 
antique  specimen  of  old  fashioned  elegance.     The 
tates  being  divided  amongst  coheiresses,  this  portion  < 
the  Howards,  Earls  of  Arundel,  now  Dukes  of  Norfolk  ;  i 
still  held  by  them  as  tenants  in  chief  of  the  crown,  for  the  t 
vice  of  a  knight's  fee,  with  the  privilege  of  procuring  a  glove  Jar 
the  king's  right  hand  at  his  coronation,  and  of  supporting  that  i 
hand  whilst  he  holds  the  sceptre. 

Put  the  modern  glory  of  Worksop  is  its  Abbey  Church,  which, 

however, 
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however,  stands  in  that  part  called  Radford,  and  to  which  the 
stranger  advances  by  a  street  of  half  a  mile  in  length.  The  first 
object  which  particularly  arrests  his,view  is  the  Abbey  gate,  of 
which  a  plate  is  annexed  This  is  of  the  latest  fashion  of  the 
Gothic  mode  of  workmanship,  with  a  pointed  roof,  and  the  arch 
flat;  it  has,  some  florid  windows  and  niches  of  great  beauty  on 
the  side  next  the  street.  The  statues  on  each  side  of  the  gate- 
way are  gone,  but  there  are  still  three  over  it;  the  gateway  it- 
self has  a  flat  ceiling  of  oak,  with  Gothic  groins  as  supporters; 
but  this  is  nothing  more  than  the  floor  of  the  room  above,  which 
had  been  long  used  as  a  school  house,  but  is  now  in  a  ruinous 
state.  The  gate  was  double,  with  a  wicket;  and  the  whole* 
even  now,  is  a  pleasing  specimen  of  ancient  architecture. 

This  gateway  led  to  the  Monastery  or  Priory,  which  was  founded 
by  William  de  Love  tot,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  first,  for 
canons  regular  of  St.  Augustine,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  and 
St  Cuthbert.  The  first  grant,  allowed  by  the  concession  and 
consideration  of  Emma  his  wife  and  of  his  children,  consisted 
of  the  whole  chapelry  of  his  whole  house,  with  the  tythes  and 
oblations ;  of  the  church  of  Worksop  in  which  these  canons  were, 
with  the  lands  and  tythes,  and  all  things  belonging  to  the  church* 
and  the  fishpond  and  mill  near  to  the  church,  and  a  meadow  ad- 
joining to  them ;  of  the  tythes  of  the  pence  of  all  his  set  rents* 
as  well  in  Normandy  as  in  England ;  of  a  carucate  of  land  in  the 
field  of  Worksop,  and  of  a  meadow  called  Cratcla:  of  all  the 
churches  of  his  demesne  in  the  honour  of  Bly  th,  with  all  the  lands, 
tythes,  and  other  things  belonging  to  these  churches;  of  the 
tythes  of  paunage,  honey,  venison,  fish,  fowl,  malt,  and  mills, 
and  all  other  things  of  which  tythes  were  w»ont  to  be  given. 

This  grant  was  confirmed  by  king  Henry  the  first,  and 
added  to  by  Richard  de  Lovetot,  who  approved  of  his  father's 
gifts,  granting  also  his  part  of  the  church  of  Clarborough  and 
two  bovates  of  land.  Cecilia  de  Lovetot  gave  the  church  of 
Dinesley  in  Hertfordshire  also  to  this  Monastery;  but  that 
grant  was  not  valid  until  confirmed  by  pope  Alexander  the 

f  third. 
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thirtf.  Gerard  dt  #urniva1  *lso,  at  the  reqocM  tfhk  wift  Mav 
tfkfc  de  Love**,  granted  to  thia  chare*  arid  fee  eaftenB  dM^ 
for  the  health  6f  his  soul,  and  his  wife's,  theifr  ancestors,  *nd 
attcce&fcors,  pastrjfe  for  forty  head  of  cattle  in  the  p* rk  at  Work- 
sop every  year,  from  the  close  of  Easter  to  the  feast  of  St. 
Michael.  The  pious  Matilda,  however,  was  not  satisfied  frith 
h«f  husband's  gift,  bat  added  to  ft  a  mark  of  yearly  rfcnt  out  of 
her  mill  at  Worksop,  to  be  paid  on  St.  Luke's  day  when  the 
monks  were  annually  to  celebrate  the  anniversary  *f  her  htm- 
baiid.  Sir  Gerard  himself  also  bequeathed  hrs  body  to  be 
tamed  irt  this  monastery ,*  and  with  it  gate  a  (bin!  of  his  nriHs 
at  Bradfteld  with  the  suit  of  the  man  of  that  soke. 

Sir  Gerard  having  been  succeeded  by  his  brother,  Sir  Thorn** 
f  arnrt al,  the  latter  dying  left  *  widow,  Bertha,  who  for  the 
health  of  her  own  and  her  husband's  soul,  and  also  far  that  of 
ftr  Gerard,  which  doubtless  she  thought  had  not  been  suf- 
ficiently paid  for,  gave  an  additional  four  pounds  of  silver  out  of 
the  same  mills. 

Many  other  benefactions  were  given,  which  were  all  con- 
firmed by  pope  Alexander  the  third,  and  by  successive  pontiffs ; 
tmtit  Fienry  the  eighth,  whether  for  the  good  of  hh  own  soul 
or  not  we  will  not  pretend  to  say, thought  proper  to  take  them 
all  into  his  own  hands.  It  appears  also  from  a  bull  of  pope 
Alexander  in  1161,  that  the  canons  had  a  power  of  appointing 
the  priests  for  their  own  parish  churches,  «  who  Were  answer- 
tble  to  the  bishop  for  the  cure  of  the  people's  souh,  and  to  the 
priory  for  the  profit  of  their  livings !" 

Of  the  Monastery,  but  little  is  noW  remaining ;  but  the  Church 
still  remains  a  proud  monument  of  ancient  ecclesiastical  mag- 
nificence.   This,  however,  is  but  the  west  end  of  the  priory 

church, 

♦  This  wot  always  considered  as  a  bequest  of  some  ralue,  at  it  brought 
large  sums  in  shape  of  oblations,  offerings,  masse*,  requiems,  &c  The** 
liave  been  many  instances  wliere  the  monks  of  one  church  ha?a>  by  fare* 
taken  a  rich  man's  body  fron*  the  moaks  of  anotbar,  io  oidav  to  bring  alt  tbt 
grist  to  ihcir  own  mill  I 
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chswch*  y*t  hasaaaagost  appearance  from  Hi  two  lofty  tower* 
which  strike  the  eye  el  the  beholder  with  ah  impression  equal 
to  those  of  Westminster  Abbey.  The  style  of  architecture  w*i 
originally  Saxon;  but  on  the  outside  ie  tntfeh  mixed  with  th* 
Gothic  $  and  the  whole  w  in  the  form,  and  nearly  the  site,  of  a 
cathedral. 

The  west  entrance  it  very  grand,  confuting  ef  a  Saxon  arch 
with  zigzag  ornaments;  and  the  towers  over  H  hate  Sages* 
Anglo-Norman,  and  Oothie  windows,  in  different  gradations. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  edifice  are  a  few  fragments  of  walls, 
close  to  the  wall  of  the  church,  some  of  which  have  been  con- 
verted into  small  dwelling  bouses;  and  in  the  meadows  below 
it  many  traces  of  foundations  have  at  various  times  been  dis- 
covered. But  the  most  splendid  specimen  of  antique  arehitee* 
tare  is  a  rameas  chapel  at  the  south  east  corner,  now  used  as  a 
varying  place  by  the  Froggatt  family,  and  which  is  highly  de- 
serving the'notice  of  the  antiquary,  as  the  windows,  still  in  good 
preservation,  are  perhaps  the  most  perfect  model  of  the  lancet 
shape  now  remaining  in  the  kingdom. 

The  churchyard  contains  several  old  tombs;  and  one  of  the 
oldest  is  now  before  the  door  of  the  schoolmaster's  house, 
being  a  freestone  slab,  which  formerly  covered  the  body  of 
William  Purnival,  second  in  descent  from  Gerard,  who  came 
hi  with  the  Norman  duke.  It  had  a  curious  inscription,  now  al- 
most obliterated;  but  said  by  Gongh  to  be, 

f"  Me  memorans  psllc,  timili  cutis  qnia  call*/ 
De  Fournivsllc  pro  WiUielmo  rogs  Psalle." 

On  entering  the  church,  the  visitor  is  struck  with  the  an* 
tique  appearance  of  the  body  of  it,  which  is  135  feet  in  length* 
and  consists  of  a  nave  and  two  side  aisles;  the  roof  of  the  nave  is 
supported  by  eight  pillars,  alternately  cylindrical  and  octango* 
lar,  joined  by  Saxon  arches  ornamented  with  quatre foils.  Over 
these  are  tw»<  attentate  rows  of  windows,  one  over  the  arches, 
*}*  ether  ever  the  tntemb  above  the  respective  pillars,  and 

9  these 
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these  are  of  the  latest  origin.    The  pulpit  is  vety  judiciously 
taken  care  of,  and  is  a  very  curious  proof  of  the  ingenuity  of  art- 
clem  workmen,  and  of  the  profusion  of  labour  which  they  were 
content  to  bestow  on  what  they  considered  as  sacred  things.* 
The  monuments  are  only  remarkable  lor  their  antiquity. 

These 

•The  vaatness  of  out  ancient  cathedrals  and  churches,  and  the  laboured 
perfusion  of  ornament,  (interwoven  at  it  may  be  said  into  their  very  grain  and 
texture,)  have  been  sources  of  wonder  and  admiration  to  succeeding  age*. 
A  little  consideration,  however,  will  dispel  our  wonder,  but  without  diminish- 
ing our  admiration,  if  we  recollect  that  churches  os  chapels  were  not  built 
then  as  now,  either  by  act  of  Parliament,  or  for  purposes  of  private  emoln- 
Bent,  and  thus  circumscribed  in  the  one  case  by  public,  and  in  the  other  by 
private,  economy ;  nor  was  it  necessary  that  for  the  take  of  economy  they 
should  be  fcuilt  in  a  harry. 

When  an  archbishop,  or  a  fraternity  of  mens*,  or  any  other  religious  so- 
ciety, got  a  licence  to  build  a  church  or  cathedral,  the  state  of  manners  and 
of  property  did  not  permit  an  immediate  subscript  ion  of  cash,  or  bank  notes* 
for  the  purpose ;  but  the  projectors  knew  welt  that,  by  working  on  the  religi- 
ons hopes  and  fears  of  individuals,  they  should  be  able  gradually  to  acquire 
funds  for  their  sacred  foundation.  It  was  their  interest,  therefore,  to  adopt 
a  plan  which  should  require  years,  nay  generations)  to  complete  if.  (some  of 
these  edifices  having  been  two  centuries  in  building,)  by  which  means  they 
were  enabled  to  build  annually  as  funds  came  in,  nay  even  to  add  progres- 
sively to  the  landed  property  of  the  monastery ;  for  when  lands  and  tythes 
were  given  and  bequeathed  for  the  holy  work,  the  monks,  who  were  both 
treasurers  and  auditors,  found  themselves  quite  at  liberty  to  apply  such  part 
of  the  bequests  to  that  work*  as  was  convenient  for  them.  By  the  prolon- 
gation of  the  work  also,  they  not  only  received  immediate  supplies,  but  es- 
tablished o  kind  of  annual  and  perpetual  tax  on  the  enthusiasm,  or  contri- 
tion, of  the  rich,  who  sometimes  added  whole  chapets,  altars,  towers,  &c.  Arc 
at  their  own  expense,  with  a  sum  for  masses  tacked  to  them.  Nay,  they 
were  even  thus  enabled  to  avail  themselves  of  the  industry  of  the  poor  with- 
out paying  for  it;  for  the  mechanic,  that  was  employed  only  half  the  year, 
would  gladly  give  the  other  half  of  his  labour,  either  to  purchase  pardon  and 
indulgence  in  this  world,  or  to  compound  for  a  short  visit  to  purgatory  in 
the  next. 

By  the  prolongation  of  the  work,  also,  the  monks  left  a  valuable  reversion  to 
their  successors ;  and  thus  every  thing  contributed  to  raise  edifices  unthought 
of  in  our  present  day. 
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Yhese  are  principally  of  the  families  of  Ftirnival  and  Lovetot; 
aarongst  the  former  of  which,  most  of  them  lying  in  a  neglected 
and  mutilated  state  at  the  east  end  of  the  south  aisle,  there  is 
m  figure  of  a  knight  in  a  pointed  helmet  and  frontlet,  and  gor- 
get of  mail ;  on  bis  surcoat  is  a  fesse  between  six  martlets;  his 
belt  is  studded ;  and  under  his  head  is  a  double  cushion  sup- 
ported by  angds.  The  slab  on  which  he  lies  is  bordered  with 
foliage,  and  this,  Gongh  in  his  Sepulchral  Monuments  com* 
tiers  as  the  fifth  of  the  name  of  Furnival  recorded  by  Dagdafe 
about  the  time  of  Edward  the  third.  In  the  "  Monasticon" 
there  is  a  rhyming  genealogy  of  the  family,  in  which  this  1 
bold  is  called  a 


•  item  and  right  tasty  man. 


"  The  lusty  Foumirall,  but  he  was  good  founder. 
To  the  place  of  Wjrksoppe  ia  his  time  then," 

which  of  course  was  a  salvo  for  all  the  evils  which  his  hastiness 
and  stem  impetuosity  might  inflict  on  liis  household  and 
teaantry.  In  another  part  of  the  aisle  are  three  large  statues  ia 
a  recumbent  posture,  two  of  them  male  and  one  female*  which 
seem  to  have  been  brought  from  some  other  place,  and  are  now 
lying  on  the  ground,  most  luxuriantly  ornamented  with  white- 
wash. 

Gough  particularly  illustrates  and  describes*  two  alabaster 
figures,  of  a  knight  in  a  pointed  helmet  with  a  corolla  round  it, 
and  a  frontlet  of  oak  leaves,  plated  armour,  and  a  saltire  with  a 
martlet  in  the  centre  for  difference  on  his  surcoat :  his  belt  stud* 
ded;  his  elbow  and  kneepieces,  trefoil  pattern ;  a  helmet  under 
his  head,  with  some  beast's  head  for  crest ;  and  a  lion  at  his  feet : 
also  at  his  right  hand,  a  lady  in  the  surbast  reticulated  head- 
dress, slender  face  and  neck,  mantle  and  boddice,  and  plaited 
petticoat;  and  under  her  head  a  double  cushion  with  angels. 
He  adds,  that  the  clerk  who  shewed  him  the  monument  in  1785 
innocently  told  him  that  this  was  the  tomb  of  "  a  vast  great 

war- 

*  Sepal.  Moo.  Vol.  I.  p.  185. 
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warrior"  ftod  his  wif*  and  that  the  lion  at  their  feet  wa*tWir 
lap  dog;  "  be  stood  a  yard  high,  but  torn*  graceks*  chap* 
broke  off  bis  leg*." 

The  Cicerone,  which  tbe  editor  of  those  sheets  had  tbe  luck  t» 
find  here,  seemed  not  more  con? ersant  with  tbe  antiquities  of 
the  place  than  hit  predecessor;  be  pointed  to  these  monument* 
a*  "moral* of  Antikkity,"  and  added  with  an  air  of  coodow- 
seurship,  that  these  were  "  merable  of  tbe  Furpyfield*  and  Looc* 
que." 

The  fact  is,  however,  that  this  last  sponument  if  that  •£ 
Ttamaa  Ne? ill,  brother  to  Ralph  first  Sari  of  Westmoreland ;  h* 
married  Joan  the  heiress  of  these  estates,  and  wa*  treasurer  of 
England. 

The  chapel  of  SU  Peter,  on  the  south  side  of  tbe  chancel,  aL 
ready  noticed,  where  most  of  these  memorials  are  now  assem- 
bled, and  now  in  a  ruinous  condition,  was  the  burial  place  of  the 
family. 

Upon  the  whole,  every  antiquary,  and  indeed  every  person 
of  taste,  will  find  much  to  gratify  curiosity  in  this  place ;  and 
the  solemn  antiquity  of  this  venerable  ruin,  for  such  it  is  in  part, 
appears  not  the  less  from  being  contrasted  with  the  cheerful 
gaiety  of  Radford,  which,  having  some  extensive  malting 
houses  and  mills,  possesses  an  air  of  comfortable  plenty  ex* 
tremely  agreeable. 

The  Market  at  Worksop,  which  serves  both  places,  is  held 
on  Wednesday,  and  is  always  well  supplied.  Here  also  are  two 
Fairs  ;  on  the  31st  of  March  for  cattle ;  and  on  tbe  25th  of  Oc- 
tober, for  horses,  cattle,  and  pedlary:  the  great  sale  of  liquo- 
rice is  now  at  an  end,  that  root  being  no  longer  cultivated  here 
as  formerly ;  and  the  fair  also,  which  formerly  was  held  on  St, 
Walburg*sday,  the  21st  of  June,  is  now  discontinued. 

A  considerable  degree  of  trade  has  been  brought  to  this  place 
By  the  Chesterfield  canal,  which  goes  dose  by  the  north  end 
of  the  town,  and  has  in  particular  reduced  the  price  of  coals. 

The  whole  population  of  Worksop  and  Radford,  by  the  last 

Census, 


Census,  is  3602,  consisting  of  1763  inales,  an<J  1839  females; 
giving  an  increase,  in  eleren  years,  of  701. 

Though  *Jiere  are  no  manufactures  here  to  give  employment, 
yet  the  general  state  Qf  the  Poor  seems  not  so  hard  as  in  other 
places]  the  workhouse  is'  on  a  small  scale,  and  a  system  has 
for  some  time  subsisted,  of  giving  flax  for  spinning  to  the  out- 
poor  who  cbuse  to  be  industrious.  There  are  also  many  poor  Ca- 
tholics in  the  place,,  who  we  understand  are  much  indebted  to  the 
bounty  pf  the  Howard*,  though  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  does  not 
often  fix  his  residence  at  his  neighbouring  seat  of 
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which  stands  in  the  centre  of  an  extensive  park,  eight  miles  la 
circumference,  and  containing  much  fine  timber,  some  of  it  so 
ancient  as  to  be  falling  into  decay.  The  park  entrance,  which 
is  not  half  a  wile  from  the  town  on  the  Mansfield  road,  is  a  light 
•iry  gateway,  yet  possessing  an  appearance  of  antique  grandeur  ; 
and  the  tourjst  finds  himself  at  the  commencement  of  a  long 
avanue  deeply  shaded  by  umbrageous  oaks  and  other  spreading 
trees.  To  the  left,  soine  fine  lawns  open  at  intervals,  and  he 
sees  at  some  distance  the  Castle  farm,  an  extensive  range  of 
agricultural  buildings  with  a  Gothic  front,  a  battlemented  para. 
pet,  and  all  iu  appendages  in  imitation  of  an  ancient  edifice, 
from  whence  it  takes  its  name ;  it  is  surrounded  by  a  lar^e  tract 
of  cultivated  ground,  much  of  the  park  being  under  the  far- 
mer's hands.  The  park  itself  is  naturally  very  fine,  having  an 
extensive  range  of  hills  within  iu  limits,  sufociently  high  to 
bound  the  view  from  the  house  on  one  side,  and  magnifict mly 
covered  with  a  series  of  woods,  which  overhang  the  landscape 
Djitn  a  most  coming  effect.  On  the  side  next  the  farm,  an 
abrupt  swell  rises  in  the  boldest  manner,  tufted  with  woxxf* 
finely  contrasting  with  the  cultivated  scenery  below,  and  pre- 
senting 
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tenting  from  its  summit  a  most  extensive  prospect  over  the 
western  part  of  the  county. 

The  trees  in  this  park,  which  once  formed  part  of  the  forest 
of  Sherwood,  are  in  general  upon  a  very  large  scale ;  there  are 
some,  mentioned  too  nearly  a  century  ago  by  Evelyn  in  his 
"  Sylva,"  which  will  bear  two  feet  square  of  timber,  at  a  height 
of  forty  feet,  so  that  each  will  contain  more  than  six  solid  tons 
of  timber :  and  one  tree  in  particular  was  ISO  feet  from  the  ex- 
treme ends  of  the  opposite  branches,  covering  more  than  half 
an  acre  of  ground. 

The  avenue  towards  its  end  affords  some  casual  glimpses  of 
the  house  itself,  which,  on  turning  round  a  wood,  bursts  at  once 
upon  the  view.  A  handsome  gate  now  leads  into  the  yard  of 
offices,  separated  from  the  front  lawn  by  an  immense  screen  of 
light  architecture  with  iron  folding  gates ;  and  here  a  stranger 
will  find  it  proper  to  apply  for  admission  into  the  interior, 

The  house  itself  is  not  only  justly  celebrated  for  its  beauty, 
but  for  the  surprizing  expedition  which  was  used  in  its  erection: 
and  the  visitor  is  struck  with  astonishment  when  told  that  what 
he  sees  is  only  the  fifth  part  of  the  original  design,  so  that,  as 
Mr.  Young  in  his  tour  very  fairly  observes,  it  would,  if  finished, 
be  the  largest  house  in  England.  It  is,  indeed,  even  now  a  mas- 
terpiece in  architecture,  and  may  be  considered  among  the 
noblest  mansions  in  England.  Payne  was  the  architect ;  but  we 
understand  that  some  of  the  most  beautiful  parts  of  the  edifice  must 
be  attributed  to  the  architectural  skill  of  a  former  Duchess  of 
Norfolk,  who  is  said  to  have  superintended  its  erection. 

The  ancient  structure  was  burnt  down  in  1761  by  an  acci- 
dental fire,  and  it  was  estimated  that  the  loss  sustained  in  paint* 
ings,  furniture,  antique  statues,  (many  of  which  were  of  the  old 
Arundelian  collection,  and  discovered  in  digging  the  founda- 
tions of  some  houses  in  the  Strand  in  London,*  on  the  scife  of 
Arundel  house)  and  in  the  library,  must  have  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  100,000/. 

The 
*  On  the  discovery  of  these  statues,  Dr.  Dacarel  bad  some  etchings  taken 
^of  tueni ;  which  we  believe  is  all  that  now  remains. 
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The  then  Duke,  on  this  unfortunate  event,  began  a  new  house 
on  a  most  magnificent  plan ;  and  now  the  present  building, 
which  is  only  one  side  of  an  intended  quadrangle,  is  not  unfit 
for  the  residence  even  of  majesty  itself.  This  quadrangle  and 
two  interior  courts  would  have  completed  the  plan ;  but  the 
execution  of  it  was  prevented  by  the  sudden  death  of  the  heir ! 
The  front  which  is  finished,  of  a  handsome  white  freestone,  is 
318  feet  in  length,  presenting  a  facade  of  lightness,  beauty 
elegance,  and  grandeur :  in  the  centre,  a  portico  makes  a  light 
projection,  consisting  of  six  very  striking  Corinthian  pillars 
resting  on  the  rustics,  and  supporting  the  tympanum  and  pedi- 
ment, with  all  the  grace  of  the  Antinous  added  to  the  apparent 
vigour  of  Hercules. 

Three  handsome  statues  are  placed  upon  the  points  of  the 
pediment;  and  in  its  centre  is  an  emblematical  carving  allusive 
to  the  high  family  alliances.  A  light  and  airy  ballustrade 
crowns  the  edifice  from  the  tympanum  to  the  projecting  part  at 
the  ends,  which  mark  the  terminations  in  the  style  of  wings, 
and  upon  this  are  vases  so  gracefully  placed  that  we  cannot 
agree  with  Mr.  Young  in  MS  opinion  that  the  double  ones  at  the 
corners  are  crowded ;  and  further  we  acknowledge  that  "  this 
front  upon  the  whole  is  undoubtedly  very  beautiful;  there  is  a 
noble  simplicity  in  it  which  must  please  every  eye,  without 
raising  any  idea  of  want  of  ornaments."* 

The  front  entrance  is  into  a  vestibule,  with  the  staircase  in 
front,  and  the  grandest  apartments  to  the  left  In  the  general 
plan  of  the  house,  the  present  front,  which  is  to  the  north,  waa 
designed  for  the  back  front,  and  here  are  ten  rooms  below  and 
twelve  above,  with  twenty-six  in  the  attic  story ;  on  the  south 
side  are  the  two  galleries,  one  used  for  breakfasting,  the  other  ap 
a  billiard  room;  and  we  may  premise  generally  that  the  furni- 
ture, portraits,  and  other  decorations  are  all  in  the  ancient  style 
of  magnificence,  with  hangings  and  beds  of  crimson  damask  and 
sky  blue  velvet,  with  the  history  of  Joseph  in  Brussels  tapestry, 

Vol.  XII.  Y  Indian 

•  Vide  Young's  Agricultural  Tour, 
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Indian  scenery  in  Gobelin  work,  "  and  all  the  Howards*  who 
frown  along  the  deserted  galleries,  some  in  armour,  some  in 
whiskers,  and  those  of  a  still  later  date  in  their  large  wigs  and 
square  shoes !" 

We  shall  now  examine  the  interior  of  this  superb  mansion 
in  detail,  and  for  the  convenience  of  future  tourists  adopt  that 
arrangement  in  which  the  apartments  are  generally  shewn. 

The  Brcatyatt  Parlour,  is  hung  with  handsome  Chinese  paper, 
and  contains  a  very  curious  and  well  executed  series  of  twenty 
ancient  engravings,  of  views  and  charts  illustrative  of  the  defeat 
of  the  Spanish  armada,  by  an  ancestor  of  this  noble  family. 
These  views  have  the  great  merit  of  being  chronologically  de- 
scriptive of  that  event;  they  are  also  embellished  with  portraits, 
and  are  upon  the  whole  highly  worthy  of  examination. 

The  Front  Hall  is  of  noble  proportions,  and  contains  two 
antique  busts,  of  undoubted  originality,  but  unknown ;  a  bock 
of  a  foreign  breed  stuffed,  this  was  a  great  favourite  of  the  late 
duke,  during  its  life ;  and  a  larg%  coat  of  arms  cut  in  wood  as  if 
for  the  purpose  of  using  as  a  seal,  though  nearly  two  feet  in 
height. 

The  Staircase  is  large,  its  area  being  37  feet  by  25 ;  the  iron 
rails  are  extremely  light,  and  the  whole  has  a  handsome  ap- 
pearance. Its  walls  are  generally  supposed  to  be  done  in  fresco, 
but  they  consist  in  fact  of  paintings  in  Chlaro  Scuro  by  Thomas 
de  Bruyn,  a  Fleming,  and  whose  name  is  marked  at  one  corner. 
The  figures  are  in  such  high  relief,  or  rather  in  such  capital 
perspective,  as  actually  to  appear  protruding  from  the  canvas; 
and  there  is  a  boy's  leg  and  foot  in  the  large  compartment 
which,  perhaps,  has  never  been  exceeded.  Their  design  is  to 
represent  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  the  light  and  shade  are 
most  happily  tempered,  whilst  the  attitudes  and  expression  pos- 
sess a  degree  of  finish  not  generally  seen  in  works  on  so  large  a 
scale:  indeed  they  have  all  the  softness  of  smaller  paintings, 
with  all  the  effect  of  high  relief  from  the  strong  contrast  always 
adopted  in  fresco  and  in  scene  painting.  Amongst  other  pic- 
tures 
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tares  of  merit,  there  is  an  excellent  one,  size  of  life,  of  Lacy  the 
player  in  three  different  characters. 

In  a  Bed  Room,  25  feet  square,  we  are  next  shewn  the  bed  on 
which  bis  present  Majesty  was  born  at  Norfolk  House  in  Lon- 
don ;  it  is  a  silk  damask,  and  still  in  good  preservation. 

A  Dressing  Room,  22  by  35  feet,  contains  a  number  of  good 
pictures;  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  when  young,  as  if  taken  about 
the  time  when  state  policy,  as  well  as  personal  liking,  threw 
her  into  the  arms  of  the  dauphin  of  France :  St.  John,  a  most 
impressive  figure ;  the  Nativity,  highly  illustrative  of  the  hum* 
ble  birth  of  the  Saviour  of  mankind ;  the  Adoration,  evidently 
from  the  same  pencil,  though  done  with  a  greater  glare  of  co- 
louring; two  heads  of  the  Buckingham  family,  time  of  Eliza- 
beth or  James;  two  heads  of  Catharine  of  Arragon,  forming  a 
▼ery  curious  contrast,  one  taken  when  she  was  only  sixteen,  the 
other  at  the  age  of  forty,  the  latter  sufficiently  accounting  for 
Henry's  scruples  Of  conscience;  another  Nativity,  a  sweet  little 
piece;  Christ  scourged;  in  this  the  heavenly  resignation,  and  even 
forgiveness,  of  the  divine  sufferer,  are  well  pourt rayed.  In  this 
apartment  the  chairs  and  hangings  are  of  white  satin  damasked 
with  birds  and  flowers ;  and  the  elegant  chimney  piece  of 
white  marble,  with  an  eagle  pouucingj  on  a  twisted  or  apparently 
twisting  snake,  is  highly  deserving  of  notice.  In  a  neighbour- 
ing dressing  room  is  a  picture  of  Lord  Thomas  Howard,  father 
of  that  duke  who  built  the  house. 

Another  elegant  little  Dressing  Room  contains  some  charming 
pieces,  the  principal  of  which  are,  an  impressive  portrait  of 
J%omas  Duke  of  Norfolk,  beheaded  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  of  whose  grandson  an  anecdote  is  recorded  that  king 
Charles  the  first,  having  taken  the  part  of  a  priest  who  pretended 
that  his  majesty  had  a  right  to  a  rectory  which  he,  (then  earl 
of  Arundel,)  challenged  as  his,  he  said  to  the  king  "  Sir, 
this  rectory  was  an  appendant  to  a  manour  of  mine,  un- 
till  my  grandfather  unfortunately  lost  it  with  his  life  and  seven- 
teen lordships  more,  for  the  love  he  bore  to  your  grandmother !" 
Inside  of  a  cathedral,  which  seems  a  production  of  the  Spanish 

Y  2  school 
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school  anaHs  an  exquisite  specimen  of  perspective ;  the  lights 
in  particular  are  well  managed ;  Earl  and  Countess  of  Arundel* 
by  Vandyke ;  in  this  piece  the  earl,  who  has  a  globe  near  him,  is 
pointing  to  Madagascar,  a  place  where  he  once  had  thoughts  of 
making  a  settlement;  the  head  of  Homer  is  also  introduced, 
copied  from  an  undoubted  original  bust,  afterwards  purchased 
by  Dr.  Mead ;  from  this  a  print  has  been  engraved  ;*  Mrs, 
Brockholes,  sister  to  the  present  duke's  mother ;  a  portrait,  aa 
exquisite  one,  but  unknown. 
The  Blue  Velvet  Bed  Room,  contains  a  most  curious  inlaid 

cabinet, 
•  Horace  Walpole  pves  an  excellent  character  of  this  patriotic  nobleman. 
Living  much  within  himself*  hut  in  all  the  state  of  the  ancient  nobility,  his 
chief  amusement  was  hit  collection,  the  very  roins  of  which  are  ornaments 
now  to  several  principal  cabinets.  He  was  the  first  who  professedly  began 
to  collect  in  this  country,  and  led  the  way  to  prince  Henry,  king  Charles, 
and  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  "  I  cannot/'  says  Peacbara,  in  his  Com- 
plete Gentleman,  *'  but  with  ranch  reverence  mention  the  every  way  Right 
Honourable  Thomas  Howard,  Lord  High  Marshall  of  England,  as  great 
for  his  noble  patronage  of  arts  and  ancient  learning,  as  for  bis  high 
birth  and  place ;  to  whose  liberal  charges  and  magnificence  this  angle  of  the 
world  oweth  the  first  sight  of  Greek  and  Roman  statues,  with  whose  admired 
presence  he  began  to  honour  the  galleries  and  gardens  of  Arundel  House, 
about  twenty  years  ago,  and  hath  ever  since  continued  to  transplant  Old 
Greece  into  England."  This  curl  was  not  a  mere  selfish  virtuoso ;  be  was 
bountiful  to  men  of  talents,  retaining  some  in  his  service,  and  liberal  to  all* 
He  was  one  of  the  first  who  distinguished  the  genius  of  Inigo  Jones;  and  was 
himself,  says  Lilly*  the  first  who  brought  over  the  new  way  of  building  with 
brick  in  the  city,  greatly  to  the  safety  of  the  city,  and  the  preservation  of  the 
wood  of  this  nation.    On  his  embassy  to  Vienna,  he  found  tfsttar  at  Prague, 

and  brought  him  over. 

Vide  Walpole's  Works,  Vol.  III.  p.  fOS. 

Another  anecdote  of  this  nobleman  is  recorded  iu  the  life  of  Arttint, 
That  commentator  having  dedicated  the  second  volume  of  his  Letters  to 
^ames  the  first,  and  receiving  no  reward,  solicited  one  for  five  years.  Hear- 
ing at  last  that  the  Eart  of  Arundel  had  orders  to  give  him  500  crowns,  and 
not  immediately  receiving  them,  he  accused  the  Earl  publicly  of  having  con- 
verted them  to  his  own  use.  The  Earl  ordered  his  servants  to  beat  Jrttine, 
wnich  they  did  severely  ;  after  which  the  corrected  libeller  published  that  the 
Earl  had  no  hand  in  beating  him,  went  to  him,  begged  the  money,  and  re* 
ofeived  it. 
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cabinet,  and  two  good  portraits  in  armour,  which,  however,  ap- 
pearing of  an  older  date  than  their  wigs,  we  suspect  the  painter 
has  committed  an  anachronism. 

The  Dressing  Room  belonging  to  this  apartment,  contains  the 
original  painting  of  the  School  of  Athens  over  the  fire  place, 
in  which  the  figures  are  certainly  exquisitely  proportioned,  in 
well  chosen  attitudes,  and  the  whole  keeping  masterly,  yet 
notwithstanding  the  assertion  of  our  conductress  we  suspect  this 
to  be  only  a  copy,  but  certainly  a  good  one.  Here  is  also  a 
high  wrought  Indian  cabinet,  ornamented  with  paintings  of 
Chinese  figures,  each  covered  with  glass;  this  is  worth  exami- 
nation, and  assimilates  well  with  the  rich  satin  damask  hangings 
of  the  apartment. 

In  the  next  Antichstmber,  the  pictures  are  but  few,  but  they 
are  excellent,  particularly  Cain  and  AM  by  Vandyke ;  this  is 
extremely  dark  originally,  and  seems  more  so  through  time, 
yet  it  cannot  fail  to  strike  the  beholder  with  horror ;  nothing 
can  be  finer  than  the  contrast  between  the  meek,  yet  suppliant* 
resignation  of  Abel,  and  the  anatomical  exertion  of  his  mur- 
derer; the  Transfiguration,  by  Caracci;  half  length  of  Charles 
the  first  by  Vandyke ;  and  the  Dead  Christ,  in  which  we  know 
not  what  to  admire  the  most,  the  meekness  and  resignation  of 
the  Virgin  mother  who  is  supporting  the  body,  or  the  flexile 
manner  in  which  it  reposes  on  her  lap ;  though  evidently  dead, 
yet  the  body  of  the  Redeemer  still  bears  the  stamp  of  divinity'; 
incorruptibility  seems  marked  in  every  muscle ;  and  an  enthusi- 
astic  mind    might   conceive    that    it  saw    the  vital    spirits, 
which  had  left  the  extremities,  collecting  round  the  heart,  as 
if  preparing  for  a  renewed  and  immortal  circulation ;  in  short, 
if  this  piece  has  a  fault  it  is  in  its  excellence,  for  it  appears 
rather  to  represent  that  moment  when  approaching  vivificatiou 
began  to  shew  itself,  than  the  sombre  hour  which  passed  when 
it  was  first  taken  from  the  cross. 

The  Lady's  Dressing  Room  is  hung  with  Brussels  tapestry, 
representing  four  of  Raphael's  Cartoons;  these  are  Paul  and 

Y  3  Barnabas 
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Barnabas  at  Lystra,  the  Miraculous  Draught  of  Fishes,  the 
Death  of  Ananias,  and  Christ  delivering  the  hey  to  Peter*  A 
single  figure  of  St.  Peter  over  the  fireplace  is  done  with  much 
spirit ;  there  are  also  two  fine  Spanish  paintings. 

In  the  Lady's  Bed  Chamber,  amongst  many  others,  an  elegant 
portrait  of  Queen  Henrietta  Maria,  when  young,  cannot  fail  to 
attract  attention;  and  the  curious  visitor  will  dedicate  some 
time  to  the  examination  of  St.  Jerome  in  the  Desart,  with  the 
usual  accompaniments  of  the  scull  and  lion,  as  in  a  piece  of  so 
little  action,  the  expression  is  most  wonderful,  and  the  land- 
scape in  true  perspective,  a  thing  not  always  attended  to  by 
the  most  admired  masters. 

The  Gentleman's  Dressing  Room  is  rich  in  paintings,  although 
a  number  have  been  taken  from  this  apartment,  as  well  as  from 
other  parts  of  the  house,  for  the  ornamenting  of  Arundel  castle. 
Here  is  one  in  particular,  a  very  ancient  head  of  drift,  which* 
if  there  were  none  other  in  the  mansion,  would  fully  repay  a 
visit  to  Worksop ;  our  Cicerone,  however,  could  only  say  that 
it  was  an  original,  seeming  to  imply  that  it  was  taken  from  the 
life  !  but  as  our  faith  did  not  extend  so  far,  knowing  that  St. 
Luke  was  the  only  painter  of  that  time,  and  the  specimen  of 
bis  art  shewn  at  Loretto  not  being  quite  equal  to  this,  we  were 
obliged  to  leave  it  like  Priam's  body  at  the  destruction  of  Troy, 
not  indeed  "sine  nomine   Corpus"  but  sine  nomine  pictura. 
A  charming  nun  next  presents  herself;  this  is  Miss  Blount, 
Lady  Abbess  at  Antwerp,   whose  sweetness  of  countenance 
would  make  one  regret  that  ever  the  walls  of  convents  should 
have  existed  to  shrowd  such  beauty  from  an  admiring  world, 
was  it  not  recollected  how  many  of  our  own  blooming  damsels 
pine  in  virgin  sadness.   Here  are  also,  a  Madona,  placid  and  im* 
pressive;  some  tolerable  landscapes;  fruit  and  flower  pieces; 
Henry  sixth  Duke  of  Norfolk ;  Master  Clifford,  about  whom 
there  is  some  story  of  his  being  to  form  an  important  matrimo- 
nial connection  with  the  family,  but  dying  before  it  was  com- 
pleted; a  capital  piece,  in  the  style  of  Schneider,  if  not  from 

his 
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bis  pencil,  of  a  Sportsman  reposing,  with  a  spirited  horse  and 
game. 

The  Library  at  our  visit  was  all  in  confusion,  and  contained 
little  worth  notice  except  a  portrait  of  a  Roman  Pontiff,  and 
two  whole  lengths  of  James  the  second  and  his  Queen.  Of  James, 
it  has  been  so  much  the  fashion  lately  to  speak,  and  to  de- 
velope  his  motives,  (these  too  asserted  with  such  positive  de- 
cision, or  argued  with  such  intricacy  of  syllogism,)  that  one  is 
almost  persuaded  to  disbelieve  the  facts  recorded  in  history,  and 
to  worship  the  new  light.  But  after  all  this  ingenuity  of  dis- 
quisition, a  little  calm  reflection  will  convince  those  who  are 
not  wilfully  blind,  that  the  writer  came  nearest  the  truth,  who 
says  that  «  a  bigot,  from  his  infancy,  to  the  Romish  religion, 
and  to  its  hierarchy,  he  sacrificed  every  thing  to  establish  them; 
and  guided  by  the  Jesuit  Peters  his  confessor,  and  the  infamous 
Jefferies,  he  violated  every  law  enacted  for  the  secority  of  the 
Protestant  religion ;  and  flying  from  his  throne,  and  his  country, 
chose  to  live  and  die  a  bigot,  or  rather,  as  he  supposed,  a  saint 
and  martyr  to  the  cause."* 

In  the  next  Dressing  Room  are  Maty,  Duchess  of  Norfolk,  sis- 
ter to  Miss  Blount  the  abbess;  a  good  sea  piece ;  and  a  family 
piece,  possessing  more  spirit"  than  these  stiff  and  formal  assem- 
blages do  in  general,  containing  Master  Howard  who  died  heir 
to  the  title,  two  Miss  Wests,  and  the  late  Lady  Petre. 

The  Duke's  Bed  Chamber  contains  Bishop  Blaize  suffering 
martyrdom;  he  was  bishop  of  Sebasta  in  Cappadocia  in  the 
second  and  third  centuries,  and  suffered  death  under  Dioclesian 
by  decapitation,  after  being  whipped  and  having  his  flesh  torn 
with  iron  combs ;  he  has  long  been  a  personage  of  great  import- 
ance among  the  woollen  manufacturers  who  consider  him  as  their 

Y  4  patron 

•  In  introducing  this  hiitorical  remark,  which  certainly  wis  considered  as 
a  just  one.  for  a  century  at  least  after  the  abdication,  it  is  not  oar  wi*h,  nor 
would  it  be  consonant  with  what  we  hope  may  be  esteemed  our  liberal  and 
ioottosWe  plan,  16  encourage  bigotry,  or  stimulate  to  intolerance  on  eiiher 
side  of  the  question  ;  butif  it  is  not  true,  it  is  natural  to  ask,  •'  Why  had  we 
a  revolution  ?" 
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patron  saint,  and  carry  him  in  all  processions,  as  the  inventor  of 
their  wool  cards;  this,  however,  must  originally  have  arisen  from 
the  tortures  antecedent  to  his  martyrdom,  which,  instead  of 
making  him  a  friend  to  the  trade,  would  we  think  have  rather 
given  him  a  distaste  to  woolcombing!  Here  is  also  nfcmcifiU 
representation  of  the  Crucifixion*  with  angels  holding  cups  to 
receive  the  blood,  but  surely  the  plain  historical  facts  attendant 
upon  that  awful  scene  are  more  impressive  than  those  flights  of  a 
painter's  imagination ;  where  the  body  only  suffered,  it  is  futile 
to  attempt  even  to  emblematize  the  heavenly  support  afforded  to 
the  divinity  within. 

On  descending  the  staircase,  we  are  first  shewn  into  the  Bil- 
liard Room,  a  long  gallery  hung  with  Chinese  paper,  and  fitted 
up  for  its  ostensible  purpose ;  here  also  are  somtftowerpiccesp 
the  inside  of  a  cathedral,  &c. 

The  Back  Hall  contains  four  very  large  pieces :  these  are 
Joseph  interpreting  Pharaoh's  dream ;  Joseph  in  his  coat  of  many 
colours  relating  his  own  dream,  to  his  brethren ;  Moses  found 
in  the  Nile ;  and  Moses  and  the  serpents ;  two  antique  busts,  ori- 
ginals; and  two  modern  ones,  Charles  the  first,  and  Charles 
Louis  Palatine  of  the  Rhine. 

A  small  Dressing  Room  on  this  floor  has  a  very  curious  por- 
trait of  a  Duchess  of  Milan,  and  another  of  Henry  sixth  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  whose  resemblance  seems  to  have  been  multiplied  in 
the  several  apartments. 

We  now  enter  the  Small  Drawing  Room,  36  feet  by  30,  and 
very  elegantly  furnished  with  crimson  damask,  and  magnificent 
slabs  of  Sienna  marble;  it  is  also  extremely  rich  in  paintings, 
of  which  we  shall  only  enumerate  a  few  of  the  best  These  are, 
Mary  Duchess  of  Norfolk  ;  Edward  Duke  of  Norfolk ;  Earl  of 
Stafford,  beheaded  in  Charles's  reign ;  Philip  Earl  of  Arundel ; 
the  great  Earl  of  Arundel;  Lady  Alithea  Talbot,  his  countess; 
these  two  portraits,  of  these  noble  personages,  are  by  Paul 
Vansomer,  with  the  date  1618;  the  Earl  is  painted  sitting,  in  a 
black  costume,  with  the  order  of  the  garter  hanging  round  his 

neck; 
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neck;  he  holds  the  Earl  Marshals  Baton  in  his  hand,  with 
which  he  points  to  several  antiques :  Henry  Howard,  the  poetic 
Earl  of  Surry,  when  young;  he  was  both  a  soldier  and  a  poet; 
in  his  youth  he  became  enamoured  of  the  fair  Geraldine,  whom 
his  sonnets  have  immortalized*  and  whilst  making  the  tour  of 
Italy,  according  to  the  chivalrous  custom  of  those  times,  pub- 
lished a  challenge  against  all  comers*  whether  Christians  or 
Saracens,  in  defence  of  her  beauty,  and  was  victorious  in  a 
tournament  on  that  occasion,  which  induced  the  Grand  Duke 
of  Tuscany  to  wish  to  retain  him  at  his  court;  but  he  determined 
to  establish  her  fame  in  every  city  in  Italy,  from  which  roman- 
tic resolution,  however,  he  was  recalled  by  order  of  Henry  the 
eighth,  yet  afterwards  beheaded  as  a  victim  to  the  jealousy  of 
that   monarch,   on  Towerhill,  in   1546;    Elizabeth   Somerset, 
daughter  of  the  Marquis  of  Worcester,  and  consort  of  Henry 
sixth  Duke  of  Norfolk;  Thomas  Duke  of  Norfolk,  Lord  Trea- 
surer ;  a  portrait  of  the  poetic  Earl  of  Surry  more  advanced  in 
life,  this  is  a  whole  length  and  is  habited  in  an  embroidered 
waistcoat  and  short  breeches,  a  cloak  on,  a  collar  of  the  order 
of  the  garter,  a  garter  on  his  leg,  a  short  sword  with  a  gold  hilt, 
and  a  glove  in  his  hand  ;  Henry  Earl  of  Arundel ;  Lord  Thomas 
Howard  father  of  a  late  duke;  he  lost  his  life  at  sea,  whilst  a 
young  man,  and  is  represented  as  shipwrecked ;  Cardinal  How- 
ard; Lord  Edmund  Howard  who  commanded  the  Van  at  the 
battle  of  Floddenfield ;  the  Earl  of  Effingham,  who  was  made 
Lord  High  Admiral  at  that  critical  juncture,  when  the  Spa- 
niards were  sending  their  armada,  invincible  in  their  opinion, 
and  to  the  assured  cofequest  of  this  island ;  though  not  brought 
up  to  a  sea  life,  yet  both  his  conduct  and  bis  courage  were  con- 
spicuously displayed  in  his  various  and  reiterated  attacks  upon 
an  enemy  numerically  superior;  his  coolness  of  temper  was 
no  doubt  a  great  advantage  to  him,  and  likewise  his  magnani- 
mity and  prudence,  both  which  prompted  him  to  attend  to  the 
advice  of  Drake  and  the  other  experienced  seamen,  and  to 
which,  under  heaven,  this  country  was  principally  indebted  for 

that 
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that  signal  defeat  of  an  enemy  buoyed  up  with  fancied  supe- 
riority, and  stimulated  by  all  the  enthusiasm  of  religion,  as  if 
engaged  in  a  crusade.  Here  is  also  a  portrait,  by  Sir  Joshua,  of 
the  Duke  preceding  the  late  one,  but  it  is  even  more  laded  than 
those  of  an  earlier  date. 

The  Large  Drawing  Room  is  53  feet  by  30,  and  is  hung  with 
most  beat i fill  Gobelin  tapestry,  which,  as  has  been  justly  ob- 
served, for  colours  of  an  amazing  brilliancy,  and  an  exquisite 
imitation  of  nature,  rs  above  all  praise.  Even  the  finest  tints  of 
painting  are  most  happily  caught,  and  the  representations  of 
Asia  and  America  personified,  with  their  various  attributes  and 
productions,  are  appropriate  in  the  extreme.  Here  are  also  two 
krgejlowerpieces,  and  two  fine  slabs  of  Sienna  marble;  the 
elegant  chimney  piece  is  of  the  same  substance ;  and  the  pier 
and  chimney  glasses  are  superbly  magnificent. 

The  Dining  Room  is  42  feet  by  38,  and  contains  two  land- 
scape* and  banditti  by  D'Arthus;  Dido  and  Eneas  from  an 
Italian  pencil;  San  Roque,*  on  pilgrimage,  and  his  dog  bring- 
ing him  a  loaf,  m  which  the  dog  is  admirable  in  the  extreme, 
but  the  glare  produced  by  an  extraordinary  diffusion  of  the 
lights  draws  off  the  attention  from  the  principal  figure ;  and 
makes  it  look  rather  like  a  sketch,  than  a  finished  piece,  which 
it  undoubtedly  is. 

An  Ami  Room,  25  feet  square,  brings  us  again  to  the  long 
gallery  ;  it  has  a  handsome  chimney  piece  of  white  marble, 
with  a  painting  over  it  in  fresco,  done  by  Bruyn  who  painted 
the  staircase;  m  this,  if  possible,  the  perspective  deception  is 
even  finer  than  that  of  the  larger  work. 

The  Chapel  possesses  a  gloom  suitable  to  such  a  holy  place ; 
the  altar  is  highly  gilt;  the  altarpiece,  a  most  splendid  work 
of  the  Resurrection.  On  the  altar  also  is  a  large  crucifix  of  ex- 
quisite workmanship,  and  highly  gilt ;  this,  by  a  very  liberal 
arrangement  of  his  grace,  is  permitted  to  remain  in  compliment 
to  several  Catholics  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  knowing  that 

this 
*  Query,  San  R*gue  * 
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this  chapel  was  originally  consecrated  according  to  the  ritual 

of  their  church,  are  happy  to  avail  themselves  of  it  as  a  place 

of  assembly  to  offer  up  their  prayer  and  praise  to  the  God  of 

all.     As  an  additional  proof  of  his  grace's  liberality  and  bene- 

rolence,  we  understand  that  many  of  those  who  measure  their 

humble  steps  to  this  retired  temple,  are  the  old  retainers  and 

protegis  of  this  illustrious  family.    This  is  as  it  should  be ;  this 

is  the  true  spirit  of  tolerant  Protestantism,  which  never  can 

injure  any  cause,  and  whose  consequences  must  be  pleasing  in 

the  sight  of  heaven,  religion  being  thus  far  divested  of  political 

considerations !    On  the  various  sides  are  hung  several  other 

paintings  as  assistants  and  stimulants  to  devotion;  these  are  the 

Presentation,  the  Descent  from  the  Cross,  and  a  Dead  Christ, 

with  several  others  that  cannot  fail  to  excite  the  warmest  and 

most  contrite  devotion  in  minds  prepared  for  it. 

After  viewing  the  interior  of  this  superb  mansion,  the  visitor 
it  naturally  anxious  to  examine  the  Gardens,  which,  indeed, 
cannot  be  supposed  equal  to  their  state  when  the  family  prin- 
cipally resided  here;  as  specimens  of  the  antique  style,  how- 
ever, they  are  not  undeserving  of  curiosity.  The  flower-gar- 
den is  near  to  the  house,  and  contains  a  large  and  handsome 
greenhouse,  which  still  boasts  a  variety  of  exotics :  the  bow- 
ling green  also  is  a  very  extensive  one,  surrounded  by  some 
very  fine  larches  feathered  to  the  very  ground ;.  but  the  plea- 
sure ground  has  lost  one  of  its  greatest  curiosities,  a  menagery 
which  the  duchess,  antecedent  to  the  late  one,  had  filled  with  a 
numerous  collection  of  birds.  The  fruit  garden  too  was  laid  out 
in  considerable  taste  having  a  great  number  both  of  hothouses 
and  hot  walls;  but  these,  though  still  taken  care  of,  have  no- 
thing particular  to  excite  enquiry. 

Much  of  the  beauty  of  the  home  grounds  too  is  gone,  partly 
from  want  of  attention,  and  partly  from  the  landscape  gardening 
io  the  park  being  broken  in  upon  by  the  return  of  a  great  part  of 
it  to  its  agricultural  state.  When  Mr.  Arthur  Young  visited  this 
mansion  in  1770,  everything  was  then  in  high  perfection,  and  his 

account 
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account  of  it  served  at  least  to  tell  us  what  it  once  was.  Yet  it  is  a 
pleasing,  though  melancholy,  task,  even  now  to  trace  his  descrip- 
tion, and  to  reflect  on  the  various  changes  that  have  taken  place 
since  those  who  first  laid  it  out  were  in  high  health  and  spirits.  The 
beauty  of  the  outlines  still  remains,  and  it  is  impossible  not 
to  be  pleased  with  the  artificial  piece  of  water,  which  has  alt 
the  boldness  of  a  river,  assimilates  well  with  the  surrounding 
scenery,  and  is  partly  seen  to  great  advantage  from  a  Gothic 
bench  placed  in  a  shady  and  now  sequestered  spot,  the  dark 
green  foliage  of  the  impending  wood  contrasting  the  clear  ex- 
panse below.    Immediately  opposite  to  this  bench,  the  banks 
are  rocky  and  abruptly  broken  ;  and  soon  spreading  themselves, 
they  open  and  display  an  extensive  sheet  of  the  water  which  is 
seen  at  some  distance  to  recede  into  a  very  deep  and  dark  wood, 
retiring  beneath  the  arches  of  an  elegant  bridge,  and  thus  giv- 
ing an  idea  of  continuity  to  that  which  is  soon  after  terminated. 
The  contrast  of  the  dark  brown  overarching  foliage  with  the 
pure  whiteness  of  the  bridge,  is  very  grand,  particularly  when 
made  more  apparent  by  the  blaze  of  the  noontide  ray.     Wind* 
ing  through  a  thick  wood  to  the  left,  the  water  is  again  caught 
close  to  the  bottom  of  an  extensive  lawn,  at  one  end  of  which 
a  gentle  swell  is  crowned  with  a  Tuscan  temple  that  forms  a  fine 
object  from  whatever  direction  it  is  seen,  and  also  in  offering 
the  visitor  a  resting  place,  points  out  to  his  view  a  charming 
prospect  of  part  of  the  lake.     From  this  spot  there  are  a  variety 
of  walks  to  different  parts  of  the  grounds ;  one  of  these  leads  to 
the  bridge  close  to  which  is  the  termination  of  the  water,  now 
more  hidden  than  when  Mr.  Young  visited  the  place,  but  which 
ought  to  have  been  moved  more  into  the  recesses  of  the  wood, 
or  might  have  been  concealed  by  the  omission  of  the  path  to 
the  bridge,  as  that  edifice  from  this  spot  seems  absurdly  super- 
fluous.   The  ground  rises  into  gentle  swells  after  crossing  the 
bridge,  and  is  prettily  tufted  with  trees  and  shrubs,  and  this  is 
perhaps  the  most  pleasing  part  of  the  grounds,  as  the  light  of 
day  can  scarcely  break  in,  whilst  the  silence  is  only  disturbed, 

nay 
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nay  it  may  be  said  is  more  distinctly  markedly  the  trickling  of 
sl  small  rivulet  in  the  bosom  of  the  verdant  foliage.  We  cannot 
leave  this  spot  without  copying  Mr.  Young's  observation, 
"  that  this  shrubbery  will  amuse  any  person  whose  taste  leads 
them  to  admire  the  soft  touches  of  nature's  pencil,  scenes  of  the 
beautiful  unmixed  with  the  sublime/'  But  the  admirer  of 
nature  in  all  her  wildness,  may  still  be  highly  gratified  by  a 
ramble  through  the  park,  to  which  he  is  led  by  a  road  passing 
to  the  southward  from  the  house :  this  walk  extends  upwards  of 
two  miles,  the  scenery  being  partly  diversified  by  cultivation, 
and  also  by  the  irregularity  of  the  ground  most  judiciously 
planted ;  in  one  part  there  is  some  fine  forest  scenery  with  elms 
of  an  extraordinary  size,  planted  on  mounds  of  earth  that  seem 
evidently  to  have  been  ancient  barrows,  yet  have  not  been  de- 
scribed, nor  even  mentioned,  by  that  indefatigable  antiquary 
Major  Rooke.  An  extensive  common,  or  rather  waste,  over* 
run  with  fern  presents  itself  to  view,  across  which  we  proceed 
t#  a  lane  that  leads  to  the  park  of 


WELBECK  ABBEY, 

the  residence  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland.  This  was  ori- 
ginally the  freehold  of  Sweyn  the  Saxon  before  the  Conquest, 
after  which  it  was  divided  into  several  manors,  of  which  Joceus 
de  Flemang  obtained  a  third  part  of  a  knight's  fee;  and  upon 
the  death  of  an  old  Saxon  Drenghe,  or  knight,  named  Ganiel- 
bere,  who  held  two  carucates  of  land  of  the  king  in  capite  by 
the  service  of  shoeing  his  majesty's  palfrey  upon  all  four,  and 
died  without  heirs,  Richard,  son  of  Joceus,  obtained  these  lands, 
doing  the  like  service,  and  became  Lord  of  Cukeney,  in  which 
parish  Welbeck  stands.  Thomas  de  Cukeney  his  son,  was 
both  a  statesman  and  a  warrior;  he  built  a  castle  at  Cukeney, 
and  founded  the  Abbey  qf  Welbeck,  for  Prsemonstratensian 
canons  from  Newhouse  in  Leicestershire ;  beginning  it  in  the 
reign  of  Stephen,  and  completing  it  in  that  of  Henry  the 
f  second 
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second.  He  dedicated  it  to  St.  James,  and  gave  it  along  with 
some  extensive  grants  of  land  to  those  monks  in  free  and  per-' 
petual  alms*  for  his  own,  father's,  mother's,  and  ancestor's  souls, 
•*  and  theirs,  from  whom  he  had  unjustly  taken  any  goods." 
After  this,  many  troubled  consciences  bestowed  numerous 
benefactions  on  this  abbey,  which  had  previously  been  con- 
firmed by  a  royal  grant  of  Henry  the  second. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  the  third,  John  Hotham,  Bishop  of 
Ely,  in  1329,  bought  the  whole  of  the  manor  of  Cukeney,  and' 
settled  it  upon  the  abbey,  on  condition  of  their  finding  eight 
canons  who  should  enjoy  the  good  things,  and  pray  for  Edward 
the  third  and  his  queen,  their  children  and  ancestors,  &c. ;  also 
for  the  bishop's  rather  and  mother,  brother,  &c.  "  but  especi- 
ally for  the  health  of  the  said  Lord  Bishop  whilst  he  lived,  and 
after  his  death  for  his  soul,  and  for  all  theirs  that  had  faithfully 
served  him,  or  done  him  any  good/'  to  which  was  added  this 
extraordinary  injunction,  that  they  should  observe  his  omtt- 
vcrsary,  and  on  their  days,  of  commemorating  the  dead  "  should 
absolve  his  soul  by  name,"  a  process  whose  frequent  repetition 
might  naturally  be  considered  as  needless,  unless  the  pious 
bishop  i upposed  that  he  might  perhaps  commit  a  few  additional 
sins  whilst  in  purgatory. 

At  the  dissolution  it  was  granted  in  the  usual  manner  to  trus- 
tees, for  secular  purposes,  and  its  then  state  may  be  partly  in- 
ferred from  Lelaud's  description.  u  From  Wirkensope  I  roode 
a  longe  by  the  pale  that  environneth  the  great  wood  called 
Roome  vJood,  by  the  space  of  2  miles  and  more,  and  then  I 
passed  over  a  little  bridge  under  the  which  reimeth  Wilebeke 
water.  Wile  hath  2  hedde  springes,  whereof  the  one  riseth  not 
very  far  above  Wilebek  Abbey.  The  bigger  riseth  for  of  by 
west,  and  about  Wilebek  cum  to  one  botom.  The  abbey  of 
Wilebek  is  about  half  a  mile  on  the  righte  hand  above  the  afore- 
said bridge.  One  Waulley  hath  bought  this  wood  of  the  king; 
it  longgid  as  I  hard  to  Wirkinsop  priory." 
From  Whalley  the  original  grantee  it  came  to  Sir  Charles 

Cavendish, 
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Cavendish,  youngest  son  of  the  celebrated  Countess  of  Shrews- 
bury, by  her  marriage  with  Sir  William.  He  marrying  the 
heiress  of  Lord  Ogle,  his  son  succeeded  to  that  barony ,  and  be* 
came  afterwards  Duke  of  Newcastle;  this  was  the  noble  duke 
the  author  of  the  famous  Treatise  on  Horsemanship,  and 
the  builder  of  the  large  riding  house  here,  of  which  we  shall 
have  occasion  to  make  further  mention.  Though  the  duke  wa» 
very  active  during  the  civil  wars  on  the  side  of  Charles,  yet 
this  seat  and  park  escaped  the  fury  of  the  Parliamentarians;  m 
other  respects,  however,  he  suffered  to  the  amount  of  nearly 
one  million  sterling.  His  grand-daughter  and  heiress,  Margaret, 
married  John  Hoi  lis,  afterwards  created  Duke  of  Newcastle; 
but  she  left  only  a  daughter  who  inherited  the  estates,  and  mar* 
rying  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  another  heiress,  the  only  issue  of 
this  union,  carried  it  to  the  ancestor  of  the  present  noble  pro- 
prietor. 

The  park  is  about  eight  miles  round,  and  powerfully  excites 
the  atteution  of  the  visitor  in  his  approach  to  the  house,  as  it 
contains  several  noble  woods  of  very  ancient  and  venerable 
oaks,  many  of  which  are  of  an  extraordinary  size;  we  shall* 
however,  only  enumerate  a  few  of  them. 

The  Greendalc  Oak  is  considered  by  Major  Rooke  as  being 

upwards  of  700  years  old.     In  Evelyn's  time  it*  was  33  feet 

in  circumference  at  the  bottom ;  the  breadth  of  the  boughs  was 

88  feet,  covering  a  space  equal  to  676  square  yards.    It  is  now 

almost  in  a  state  of  decay,  being  propped  in  several  places:  in 

some  parts  capped  with  lead  to  protect  it  from  the  wet;  in 

others,  secured  by  iron  bars  in  order  to  hold  its  limbs  together ; 

and  only  one  solitary  branch  evincing  any  marks  of  vegetation. 

A  coach  road,  ten  feet  three  inches  in  height,  has  been  cut 

through  it  in  1724,  whose  width  in  the  middle  is  six  feet  three 

inches,  and  the  present  circumference  above  the  arch  is  35  feet 

three  inches.     Yet  it  never  contained  any  great  quantity  of 

timber ;  at  least,  not  equal  to  that  of  some  other  trees  in  this 

part 
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park  which  have  been  estimated  at  upwards  of  seven  or  eight 
hundred  solid  feet 

The  Duke's  Walking  Stick  is  in  height  to  the  top,  111  feet 
Six  inches ;  its  solid  contents  four  hundred  and  forty  feet,  and 
its  weight  eleven  tons :  in  short,  as  Major  Rooke  observes,  it 
may  be  doubted  whether  this  admirable  tree  can  be  matched  in 
the  kingdom. 

The  Two  Porters  have  received  their  name  from  there  having 
once  been  a  gate  between  them ;  their  respective  heights  are 
98  and  88  feet;  and  their  circumference  38  and  34* 

In  another  part  of  the  park,  near  the  gate  which  goes  in  from 
Worksop,  is  that  very  remarkable  production  of  vegetable  na- 
ture, called  the  Seven  Sisters,  from  its  consisting  of  seven  stems 
springing  from  one  root  in  a  perpendicular  direction ;  but  one  of 
which  has  unfortunately  been  lately  broken  off.  Their  height 
is  88  feet ;  the  circumference  of  the  common  trunk  close  to  the 
ground  is  30  feet.  Near  this  is  a  hollow  tree,  in  circumference 
20  feet  nine  inches,  supposed  to  be  300  years  old ;  and  this  is 
often  used  by  the  game  keeper  as  a  place  of  concealment  from 
whence  he  can  unobserved  take  aim  at  the  deer. 

That  part  of  the  park  which  is  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
house,  and  in  which  the  plantations  are  upon  a  very  large 
scale,  has  been  rendered  ornamental,  and  contains  a  very  fine 
piece  of  water,  occupying  a  winding  valley,  meandering 
through  the  dark  foliage  of  the  surrounding  woods,  and  whose 
bottom  being  boggy  was  dug  out  by  order  of  the  late  duke,  and 
being  made  the  receptacle  for  all  the  drainage,  is  now  com- 
pletely floated.  This  charming  lake  is  a  great  embellishment 
to  the  grounds,  being  of  a  considerable  length  and  breadth,  and 
winding  with  the  most  natural  effect  in  an  easy  but  bold  line  at 
the  foot  of  several  small  promontories  shaded  with  planting,  and 
presenting  the  most  picturesque  prospects  at  every  turn. 

The  late  duke  made  many  considerable  alterations  and  im- 
provements, independent  of  this  piece  of  water;  but  he  was 
rather  unlucky  in  one  proposed  embellishment,    for   having 

erected 
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erected  a  most  elegant,  nay  magnificent,  bridge  of  three  arches, 
the  centre  one  of  which  was  ninety  feet  in  span,  and  the  side 
ones  seventy-five  each,  it  fell  down  just  as  it  was  finished,  and 
when  its  fine  effect  was  so  nobly  and  completely  displayed  as 
to  add  considerably  to  the  loss  in  other  respects. 

In  the  Rein  Deer  Park,  on  the  west  side  of  the  lake,  there  is 
a  beautiful  grove  of  large  majestic  oaks,  which  are  supposed  to 
have  braved  the  tempests  upwards  of  six  centuries.* 

It  has  been  justly  said  that  few  noblemen  planted  more  than 
his  late  Grace  of  Portland;  and  none  with  greater  success; 
and  his  very  judicious  mode  of  procedure  may  be  seen  at 
large  in  the  Survey  of  the  County  by  Mr.  Lowe  p.  57 ;  at  the 
period  of  whose  writing,  the  uncultivated  lands  which  had  been 
improved  by  that  lamented,  departed,  nobleman,  within  the 
space  of  twenty-five  years,  amounted,  to  ^nearly  two  thousand 
five  hundred  acres;  of  which  number,  about  seven  hundred 
contain  plantations. 

Respecting  the  house  itself,  there  have  been  a  sufficient  num* 
ber  of  opinions  to  warrant  the  old  adage  of  "  many  men,  &c" 
Tbrosby  observes,  that  it  has  been  much  enlarged,  but  is  on  no 
regular  plan ;  yet  appears  in  different  points  of  view,  on  a  scale 
large  and  magnificent.  He  adds,  that  very  little  remains  of  the 
old  abbey  except  the  cellar  arches ;  which  arches  are  said  by 
Mr.  Bray  to  be  the  onfy  remains.  In  these  opinions  we  should 
have  coincided,  from  a  strict  examination  of  the  outside  walk ; 
hut  on  enquiry,  we  were  informed  that  many  of  the  walls  of  the 
interior,  are  of  the  ancient  building,  and  that  in  some  of  the 
apartments,  even  the  sepulchral  monuments  fixed  in  these  walls 
are  not  destroyed,  but  only  hid  by  the  wainscot  panne  Is  and 
other  hangings.  What  is  seen,  however,  is  of  comparative 
modern  erection  being  begun  in  1604,  yet  it  has  towers,  turrets, 
some  small  battlements,  and  some  ballustrades,  which  alto* 
gether  give  it  an  impressive  air  of  antiquity,  though  by  no 
means  assimilating  with  our  ideas  of  an  ancient  abbey.    We 

Vol.  XII.  Z  cannot 

•  Vide  Braj's  Tour  to  the  Midland  counties. 


$54  MotttirtflAitsftUi* 

cannot  agree  with  a  recent  periodical  writer,*  that  it  is  tkmHf 
without,  but  shall  allow  that  it  has  every  appearance  of  being 
the  seat  of  elegance  and  hospitality  within.  Those  which  are 
called  the  new  apartments  are  very  spacious;  but  with  the  ex- 
ception of  additions,  no  great  alteration  has  taken  place  since  its 
first  erection,  though  the  late  duke  fitted  up  all  the  principal 
rooms  in  their  present  state. 

The  Equestrian  duke  of  Newcastle  built  a  most  magnificent 
Riding  House  here  in  16i3,  and  finished  the  stables  in  1625, 
under  the  direction  of  John  Smitbson,  an  ingenious  architect: 
it  seems,  however,  that  bis  immediate  successors  did  not  keep  up 
his  favourite  hobby,  as  it  was  for  some  time  permitted  to  go  to 
decay,  but  is  again  restored  to  its  original  use;  and  the  great 
stable  is  now  one  of  the  finest  in  the  kingdom,  (with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  royal  establishment  at  Brighton,)  being  190  feet  long 
by  40  broad,  and  containing  40  stalls,  the  outside  being  finished 
in  what  may  be  called,  not  the  modern,  but  the  moderate  style 
of  Gothic.  Thoroton  speaking  of  that  duke  to  whom  we  have 
alluded,  says  "  though  he  is  so  great  a  master  of  horseman- 
ship that  though  he  be  above  eighty  years  of  age,  he  very  con- 
stantly diverts  himself  with  it,  still,  insomuch  that'he  it  thought 
to  have  taken  as  much  pleasure  in  beholding  his  great  store  of 
choice  well  managed  horses,  (wherewith  his  fine  stables  are 
continually  furnished)  appear  to  exercise  their  gifts  in  his  mag* 
nificent  Riding  House,  which  he  long  since  built  there  of  brick, 
as  in  older  times  any  could  take  to  see  the  religious  perfor- 
mances of  monks  in  the  quire  of  the  great  church  of  St.  James, 
now  utterly  vanished,  except  the  chapel  for  the  house  wa»  one 
part  of  it,  which  of  late  years  also  hath  lain  buried  in  she 
ruins  of  its  roof." 

Having  thus  examined  the  outside  of  this  mansion,  we  shall 
now  proceed  to  its  interior,  and  enter  the  Hail,  which  is  very 
capacious.     On  one  side  is  a 

Small  Dressing  Room  which  contains  several  small  portraittof 

the 
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the  present  noble  family ;  here  are  also,  8t.  Jerome  in  the  de- 
sort;  King  Wiliiam  the  third;  his  Bueen  Mary 4  four  Dutch 
Candle  light  pieces  by  Sckalcken,*  remarkably  well  done;  a  set 
«f  small  paintings  of  Tarquin  and  Lucretia,  Hercule$  and  Om- 
phale,  Jupiter  and  Semcte.  Friar  and  Nuns,  all  done  in  enamel 
under  glass,  and  being  rather  4n  the  style  of  Facetice!  Here 
are  also  small  bronzes  of  horses,  &c.  particularly  a  most  curious 
group  of  a  man  on  horseback,  with  a  lion,  &c;  these  are  real 
antiques.    We  now  ascend  the 

Staircase, 

which  has  a  handsome  Gothic  cieling,  with  Gothic  doors  &c. 
to  the  various  rooms.    This  leads  to  the 

Small  Saloon  which  contains  the  following  portraits,  curious 
to  the  enquirer  into  British  history;  Elizabeth  Hardwick  of 
Hardwick  in  Derbyshire,  Countess  of  Shrewsbury  ;  a  portrait, 
three-quarter  length,  in  Chancellor's  robes;  Lady  Jane  Caven- 
dish, eldest  daughter  of  William  Duke  of  Newcastle;  she  mar- 
ried Charles  Cheney,  Esq.  of  Chesham  Bois,  and  actuary  kept 
garrison  at  Welbeck,  against  the  Parliament  forces;  Lady 
Catharine  Darnley,  natural  daughter  of  James  the  second  by 
Catharine  Sedley ;  she  was  Baroness  of  Darlington,  and  mar- 
ried first  James  Earl  of  Anglesey,  secondly  James  Sheffield, 

Z2  Duke 

•  +  WaJpoie  observe*  that  Qtdfriy  SchMe*  wm  a  great  vaster  of  tricks  in 
tft*  art,  or  the  mob  coald  decide  on  merit.  He  was  bora  at  Dort,  and  soon 
began  to  display  his  genius ;  bat  his  chief  practice  was  to  paint  candlelights. 
He  placed  the  object  and  a  candle  in  a  dark  room ;  and  looking  through  a 
small  hole,  painted  by  day  light  what  he  saw  in  the  dark  chamber.  Some- 
times he  did  portraits  in  that  manner,  and  came  to  England  with  that  view  ; 
bat  found  the  business  too  much  engrossed  by  Kneller  and  others*  Yet  he 
once  drew  king  William ;  bat  as  the  piece  was  to  be  by  candle-light,  he  gave 
bis  majesty  the  candle  to  hold,  till  the  tallow  ran  down  his  fingers.  As  if  to 
justify  this  illbreediug,  he  drew  his  own  picture  in  the  same  situation.  Deli* 
$acy  was  no  part  of  bis  character.  Having  drawn  a  lady  who  was  marked 
with  the  small  pox,  but  had  handsome  hands,  she  asked  him,  when  the  face 
was  finished,  if  she  mast  not  sit  for  her  hands  i  "No,  replied  the  boor,  I  always 
draw  them  from  my  house  maid  I" 
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Duke  of  Normanby  and  Buckingham,  by  whom  she  was  mother 
of  the  last  duke  of  that  title;  her  figure  in  waxwork  is  one  of 
those  shewn  at  Westminster  Abbey ;  Henry  Cavendish,  Lord 
Ogle,  who  married  Lady  Elizabeth  Percy,  daughter  of  Josco~ 
line  last  Earl  of  Northumberland;  same  lady,  who  married 
secondly  Charles  Seymour,  Duke  of  Somerset;*  Charles  Cavern- 
dish,  Lord  Mansfield ;  Lady  Harriet  Cavendish,  daughter  of  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  married  to  Lord  Harley,  afterwards  Earl  of 
Oxford;  a  curious  head,  resembling  Martin  Luther,  but  our 
Cicerone  having  no  list  and  not  being  a  connoisseur,  it  was 
with  difficulty  that  the  names  of  any  of  the  portraits  could  be 
obtained  except  those  which  had  them  painted  either  on 
the  frames  or  the  canvas.  Here  are  also  some  very  handsome 
enamels  of  the  Resurrection,  the  Magdalen,  Christ  and  the 
woman  of  Samaria,  &c. 

The  Drawing  Room  contains  some  very  superb  French  plate 
glass;  and  is  elegantly  filled  up  with  plain  pink  walls,  and  light 
gilding. 

The  Breakfast  Room  has  a  good  likeness  of  Archbishop  Laud 
in  lawn  sleeves,  with  short  hair ;  a  late  Duke  and  one  of  his 
brothers;  a  small  one  of  the  late  Duke  when  young;  Miss  Can- 
ning niece  to  the  present  duchess. 

The  Dining  Room  is  59  feet  by  36,  and  has  an  elegant  coved 
cieling.  The  portraits  consist  of,  Matthew  Prior,  that  eminent 
poet,  so  justly  celebrated  for  the  easy  humour  and  elegant  taste 
of  hts  writings;  he  was  son  of  a  joiner  in  the  city  of  London, 
yet  became  secretary  to  the  English  embassy  in  the  Congress 
at  the  Hague  in  1690,  and  a  gentleman  of  the  king's  bedcham- 
ber, &c.  being  first  noticed  by  the  Earl  of  Dorset  and  others, 
for  his  classical  attainments  at  Westminster  School,  whilst  liv- 
ing 

•  She  was  first  wire  of  this  proverbially  proud  duke  of  Somerset.  After  her 
death,  he  married  a  second  wife ;  bat  even  with  these  companions  of  his  bed 
and  bosom  he  seems  to  have  avoided  all  familiarity,  for  one  evening,  when 
alone,  the  second  duchess  having  in  a  graceful  matronly  manner  thrown  her 
arm  round  his  nerk,  he  frowned  and  exclaimed,  "  Madam !  that  it  a  Khmt$ 
snv  first  wife  never  took,  and  she  imu  *  Percy !" 
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tag  witklm  uncle,  a  vintner  at  Charing  Cross  :  this  accounts 
lor  his.  professed  contempt  of  genealogy  in  the  well  known 
epitaph  written  by  himself;*  William  Cavendish,  Duke  of  New- 
castle, the  active  and  loyal  friend  of  the  unhappy  Charles ;  his 
costnme  is  a  vest  of  black  with  slashed  sleeves,  and  an  im- 
mense lace  mff;  his  sword  is  gold  hilted,  the  garter  is  on  his 
leg,  and  there  are  roses  in  his  shoes;  portrait  of  an  ancient 
baron  with  a  lady  and  two  children,  very  like  the  unfortunate 
Earl  of  Strafford;  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  a  whole  length,  by 
Vandyke;  Sir  Hugh  Middleton,  has  grey  hair  cut  short,  a 
moderate  sized  ruff,  and  turned  up  lace  ruffles ;  he  was  a  public 
spirited  man,  and  a  very  great  benefactor  to  the  city  of  London, 
by  planning  and  completing  the  New  River ;  but  like  all  other 
projectors  he  greatly  impaired  his  fortune  by  this  work,  though 
it  repaid  him  in  part  before  his  death ;  he  was  first  knighted, 
and  next  created  a  baronet,  by  king  James  the  first;  k  appears 
by  the  Gen's  Mag.  Vol.  p.  947,  that  his  great,  great,  great, 
grand  children  are  now  living  near  Exeter,  with  large  families 
but  not  the  greatest  share  of  this  world's  goods. 

The  Library  is  44  feet  by  80;  its  cieling  is  in  the  florid  Go- 
thic, and  its  chimney  piece  in  the  came  style ;  in  short  its  whole 
fitting  up  in  pannela,  windows,  fee  &c.  is  an  elegant  modern 
imitation  of  that  style  of  architecture.  At  one  end  is  a  very 
handsome  painting  of  an  angel  contemplating  a  crucifix  sur- 
rounded by  a  divine  glory. 

The  Vestibule  contains  a  view  of  the  race  ground  at  New- 
market,  together  with  portraits  of  favourite  horses,  dogs,  and 
other  animals. 

The  visitor  is  next  conducted  to  a  Dressing  Room,  which 
though  il  cannot  be  called  superb,  or  even  elegant,  is  yet  ex- 
tremely curious  from  the  number  of  inlaid  and  other  cabinets, 
and  the  profusion  of  fancy  pieces  which  adorn  Us  walls* 

Z3  Her 

•°lo!  here  good  reader,  by  yom  leave, 
Beneath  this  stone,  lie*  Matthew  Prior; 
The  son  of  Adam  and  of  Ere, 
Can  Bourbon  or  Nassau  go  higher  ?" 
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Her  Grace'*  Dressing  Boom  is  a  very  pleasing  apartment,  and 
contain!  some  carious  specimens.  Here  is  a  model  of  an  An- 
tique head  by  Scbiavonetti ;  a  smalt  figure  of  Ckarkt  tmifint 
on  horseback,  copied  from  Vandyke,  and  the  horse  done  by 
Wootton;  the  Old  Raman  supping  on  turnips,  and  refusing  the 
bribes  of  the  ambassadors  of  Persius;  Dole  Obolum  BeJisario  ; 
two  Italian  Landscape*  by  P.  Laura ;  a  Saint  fed  by  angels;  a 
most  curious  ancient  painting  of  a  lady ;  Dutch  Boors;  small 
original  of  Edward  the  sixth,  in  crimson  and  gold;  whole 
length  of  Queen  Elizabeth  by  Lucas  da  Heere*on  horseback;  in 
the  back  ground*  a  view  of  the  old  mansion  at  Wanstead ;  Spanish 
Gypsey  singing  to  the  Guitar;  a  fine  head,  apparently  of  the 
Spanish  school. 

The  Small  Dressing  Room  is  merely  mentioned  as  possessing 
a  portrait,  (but  that  is  a  jewel)  of  Gertrude  Pinpoint,  younger 
daughter  of  the  Hon.  William  Pierpeint;  she  married  George 
Saville,  Marquis  of  Halifax*    .      ■ 

The  Chapel  has  a  very  comfortable  gallery  opening  from  this 
floor :  below  it  is  fitted  up  like  a  country  church,  with  Gothic 
.windows  in  leaden  diamond  squares,  -or  lozenges,  &c 

Upon  the  whole,  though,  with  the  exception  of  the  library, 
there  is  nothing  extraordinarily  superb ;  yet  still  we  must  allow 
this  mansion  to  be  neatly  elegant,  without  either  gaudiaes*  or 
profusion. 

The  next  ramble,  which  the  inquisitive  tourist  will  undertake, 
is  to  > 

CLUMBER  PARK, 

ihe  elegant  residence  of  his  Grace  of  Newcastle*  Proceeding 
along  the  Mansfield  road,  a  picturesque  scene  presents  itself 
cut  through  the  rocks,  amidst  overhanging  woods  which  add  . 
much  to  the  wildness  of  the  scenery ;  but  the  country  soon 
opens  into  a  wide  and  half  uncultivated  tract*  soon  after  which 
the  roads  divide,  the  turn  to  the  left  leading  to  Ollerton  and,  at 

a  distance 
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*  distance  of  two  miles  from  Worksop*  presenting  an  uncouth 
path,  through  heavy  sands,  that  leads  to  the  park  gate,  a  modem 
erection  of  handsome  stone  work  with  an  old  lodge.    On  en* 
taring  this*  a  splendid  scene  presents  itself,  and  following  the 
4*ack,  the  visitor  finds  himself  almost  in  a  desart,  amongst  woods, 
rough  lawns,  rising  grounds,  and  small  hills  broken  into  steep 
clifts,  crowned  with  planting  and  feathered  even  to  their  bases. 
Amidst  this  sylvan  scene,  some  marks  of  rude  cultivation  ac- 
company htm  for  two  miles,  when  the  mansion  bursts  at  once 
upon  his  view ;  but  standing  rather  low*  it  does  not  at  first  make 
*n  impression  equal  to  the  ideas  with  which  the  mind  is  filled 
from  the  approach.    Yet  its  front  of  white  stone, .  brought  a  dis* 
tance  of  five  miles  from  a  quarry  on  the  estate,  has  an  air  of  mag- 
ssificence;  and  the  whole  mass  of  building,  including  the  very 
spacious  court  of  offices  to  the  left,  forms  a  fine  contrast  with 
the  rising  hill  beyond  H,  and  with  the  large  piece  of  water  oc- 
cupying the  extended  bosom  of  a  winding  vale,  and  terminated 
by  an  elegant  bridge  of  white  stone  in  a  most  superb  style  of  ar- 
chitecture. 

In  contemplating  the  scenery  around,  we  must  not  forget 
that  this  park,  now  eleven  miles  in  compass,  was  not  many  years 
.ago  a  large  extent  of  wild  forest  land,  through  which  the  pub- 
lic roads  still  lead  with  the  usual  direction  posts.  Mr.  Young 
who  visited  it  in  its  infancy,  for  it  is  entirely  a  new  creation  of 
the  late  duke's,  observes  that  his  Grace  was  then  planting  on  so 
large  a  scale,  and  reducing  such  a  quantity  of  the  ling  land  to 
profitable  grass,  that  the  place  in  a  few  years  would  not  be 
known ;  and  he  adds,  that  the  extent  of  the  new  plantations  was 
then  so  great  as  to  promise  to  be  not  only  an  ornament  to  all 
the  country,  but  a  sourse  of  immense  profit  to  the  family.  Mr. 
Lowe  also,  in  his  Agricultural  Survey,  tells  us  that  it  contains 
about  4000  acres,  yet  not  half  a  century  ago  it  was  little  more 
than  a  black  heath  full  of  rabbits,  having  a  narrow  river  running 
through  it,  with  a  small  boggy  close  or  two;  but  now  "besides  a 
magnificent  mansion  and  noble  lake  and  river  with  extensive 

2  4  plantations, 
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plantations,  about  9000  acres  are  brought  into  a  regular  and 
excellent  course  of  tillage,  maintaining  at  the  same  time  be 
tween  three  and  four  thousand  sheep,  and  all  in  his  Grace's  oc- 
cupation."   This  was  fifteen  years  ago,  and  great  improvements 
both  in  planting  and  in  cultivation  are  still  going  on  under  the 
auspices  of  the  present  noble  proprietor.    Even  at  the  period 
when  Mr.  Young  wrote,  the  then  duke  had  the  largest  farm  yard 
in  the  county;  our  researches,  indeed,  into  this  part  of  the 
economy  were  not  so  minute  as  those  of  that  intelligent  travel* 
ler,  we  shall  therefore  observe  on  his  authority  that  even  the 
**Hog  houses  are  very  convenient,  in  emptying  the  wash* 
grains,  &c.  directly  out  of  the  cisterns  through  the  wall  into  the 
troughs/'    In  this  park  also  are  the  remains  of  two  woods  of 
venerable  old  oaks,  one  of  which  gives  name  to  the  place,  being 
called  Clumber  Wood,  the  other  is  Hardwick  wood ;  and  Mr* 
Lowe  adds,  that  since  they  have  been  shut  in  from  cattle,  the 
young  trees  are  springing  up  surprisingly,  from  the  acorns. 
When  Mr.  Lowe  wrote,  the  whole  of  these  plantations,  within 
the  park,  amounted  to  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 
eight  acres.* 

With  respect  to  the  House  itself,  so  much  has  been  said  in 
its  praise,  that  it  is  difficult  to  find  novel  terms  in  which  to  ex- 
press its  elegance.  It  has  been  said  that  it  embraces  magni* 
licence  and  comfort  more  than  any  other  nobleman's  mansion 
in  England ;  that  every  thing  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  the 
taste  displayed  in  the  accommodations  and  ornaments  found  in 
this  delightful  retreat;  and  that  in  this  princely  abode  the 
writer  of  romance,  (and  why  not  the  reader  also?)  might  enrich 
his  fancy,  and  the  poet  imagine  himself  wandering  through  an 
enchanted  palace. 

This 

•  Vide  Lowe's  Survey  p.  5S.  "  In  the  extensive  enclosures  made  by  bis 
Grace  in  Elkesley,  Botbamsell,  &c.  the  quick  hedges,  which  are  remark- 
ably fine,  were  raised  with  posts  and  rails,  the  thinnings  of  those  plantations. 
I  was  assured,  some  years  since,  that  sixty  milea  mining  measure  bad  bean 
dona  in  tbb  manner ;  and  by  this  time  it  most  amount  to  doable  that  number." 
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This  truly  magnificent  mansion  consists  of  three  fronts;  and 
in  the  centre  of  that  which  faces  the  lake,  there  is  a  very  light 
Ionic  colonade  which  Ins  a  pleasing  effect,  and  particularly  so 
in  that  harmonious  whole  which  is  best  seen  from  the  lofty 
bridge  oyer  the  extensive  piece  of  water. 

The  Entrance  Hall  is  very  lofty  and  supported  by  pillars.  It 
contains  a  very  large  picture  of  Clumber  by  Wheatley,  with 
the  present  Duke's  grandfather  and  some  friends  setting  out  on 
*  shooting  party ;  this,  however,  is  a  view  of  the  old  house* 
which  has  been  considerably  altered  and  added  to  by  hk 
late  Grace,  this  picture  also  has  portraits  of  favourite  dogs;  two 
paintings  of  sieges  with  reconnoitring  parties ;  an  elegant  mar- 
ble medallion  of  Dolphin  and  Tritons  exquisitely  executed ;  a 
marble  table  inlaid  with  landscapes ;  another  tesselated ;  their 
frames  highly  wrought,  and  richly  gilt;  here  are  also  some  an- 
tique busts,  originals. 

A  lofty  stone  Staircase  next  presents  itself;  with  a  Yery 
handsome  iron  railing,  "  curiously  wrought  and  gilt  in  the 
shape  of  crowns  with  tassils  hanging  down  between  tbem  from 
cords  twisted  in  knots  and  festoons/1  It  is  adorned  with,  the 
Miteat  club  and  Dr.  Meausobre  giving  lectures,  by  Doddridge  ; 
a  marble  model  of  the  Laocoon  groupe,  exquisitely  finished  ; 
two  elegant  marble  vases;  small  painting  of  Apollo  and  the 
Hours  preceded  by  Aurora,  and  exhibiting  thus  at  one  view  the 
different  effects  of  the  morning's  dawn  on  land  and  sea,  each 
accurately  defined  and  charmingly  contrasted.  On  the  upper 
part  of  this  staircase  are  some  Roman  sepulchral  monuments  in 
good  preservation. 

The  Library  is  a  large,  square,  lofty,  room, well  lighted,  and 
containing  a  splendid  and  well  chosen  collection  of  English* 
foreign,  and  classical  literature.  The  only  painting  it  possesses 
is  over  the  fireplace,  a  very  fine  copy  by  Kent,  from  Raphael's 
School  of  Athens.  From  this  apartment  there  is  a  charming 
prospect,  in  all  directions,  of  the  lake  and  pleasure  grounds. 

The  Small  Library  contains  a  portrait  as  old  as  1560,  of  a 

Countess 
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Cwntess  of  Lincoln,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  KiWare,  in  a  rich 
antique  costume,  very  curious;  many  fajnily  pictures,  consist- 
ing of  the  late  Lord  Lincoln,  A  whole  length  by  Hoare ;  the  late 
joke's  father  and  mother;  the  present  duke's  father  and 
mother;  the  late  duke,  &c;  and  a  handsome  drawing  of  a 
cross  in  the  ancient  chapel  at  Haugbton  park  near  Tuxfbrd, 
glow  in  ruins,  but  which  the  present  duke  is  fitting  up  in  order 
to  form  a  sepulchral  abode  for  future  generations. 

The  Dukes'  Study  has  an  antique  portrait  of  the  first  Earlqf 
Clare  of  the  present  family's  ancestors ;  Edward  Earl  of  I**> 
cofaby  Holbein;  Thomas  Duke  of  Newcastle;  Mr.  Henry  Pei- 
Jtiun,  in  bis  gown  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ;  his 
daughter  Miss  Pelham,  grandmother  of  the  present  duke ;  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  British  army, 
during  part  of  the  American  contest:  a  very  remarkable  small 
original  of  Henry  the  eighth,  more  thoughtful  in  expression 
than  his  usual  portraits;  also  two  small,  but  well  done  land- 
scapes by  a  young  artist,  Binge  of  Tickhill,  patronised  by  his 
Grace. 

The  Duke  and  Duchesses9  Bedroom  was  formerly  a  study, 
but  in  the  present  alteration  of  the  house,  is  fitting  op  for 
the  above  purpose.  Of  its  old  furniture,  it  still  contains  an 
immense  vellum  pedigree  of  the  family,  not  an  inappropriate 
ornament ;  two  whole  lengths  of  George  the  second  and  queen 
Caroline ;  and  a  very  interesting  portrait  of  Mary  Queen  of 
Scots,  evidently  done  towards  the  close  of  her  chequered  and 
unhappy  life;  she  is  in  mourning,  with  slashed  sleeves,  &c. 

The  Common  Dining  Room  contains  an  exquisite  Madona 
mud  Child  with  St.  John  by  Battoni ;  two  fine  flower  pieces 
by  Van  Nosa ;  two  by  Teniers,  one  of  cardplayers  with  the 
date  1661,  the  other  a  large  landscape  of  a  brickfield,  Ike.  but 
done  in  a  cold  style  very  unlike  the  other  works  of  that  mas- 
ter; a  large  battle  piece  well  done;  first  Earl  qf  Lincoln;  two 
views  of  Venice,  by  Canaletti ;  two  cattle  pieces  by  Rosa  de 
Tivoli;  small  landscape  by  Claude  Lorraine;  a  wild  landscape 

by 
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.by  Salvator  Rosa;  two  fine  heads  by  Rubens ;  and  the  Prodigal 
Son  by  Domenichiiio. 

,  The  Small  Drawing  Room  has  a  large  and  very  fine  picture 
by  Temers ;  some  well  done. female  heads  in  crayons  by  Hoare; 
and  a  fine  piece  of  game  by  Rubens ;  bat  its  greatest  ornament 
is  the  portrait  of  an  Orator  by  Rembrandt.  Here  also,  amongst 
a  variety  of  other  exquisite  specimens,  is  the  famous  piece  by 
Cofregio  of  Sigismunda  wc€pmg,opcr  the  heart  of  Tancrcd.  To 
describe  this  exquisite  specimen  of  the  power  of  the  pencil,  k 
jfar  beyond  our  talents;  the  expression  is  even  more  than  ima- 
gination would  have  expected:  and  theorem  tear,  for  silent k 
js  in  comparison  with  the  features,  is  done  with  such  a  degree  of 
Jruth  that  one  expects  to  see  k  fall.  This  celebrated  picture 
was  once  the  property  of  Sir  Luke  Schaub,  and  though  said  to 
be  painted  by  Corregio,  is  thought  by  Horace  Walpole  to  have 
been  probably  a  production  of  Forino.  The  same  noble  author 
adds  that  it  is  impossible  to  see  the  picture,  or  to  read  Dry- 
den's  inimitable  tale,  and  not  feel  that  the  same  soul  animated 
both.  Hogarth  from  a  contempt  of  the  ignorant  virtuosi  of  his 
time,  and  from  indignation  at  the  impudent  tricks  of  picture  dea- 
lers whom  he  saw  continually  recommending  and  vending -vile 
copies  to  bubble  collectors,  and  from  having  never  studied,  in- 
deed having  seen  few  good  pictuses  of  the  Italian  masters,  per- 
suaded himself  that  the  praises  bestowed  on  these  glorious 
works  were  nothing  but  the  effects  of  prejudice.  He  talked 
this  language,  till  he  believed  it;  and  having  heard  it  often  as- 
serted, as  indeed  is  true,  that  time]  gives  a  mellowness  to  co- 
lours and  improves  them,  he  not  only  denied  the  proposition, 
but  maintained  the  contrary.  He  even  went  further;  he  de- 
termined to  rival  the  ancients,  and  unfortunately  chose  this,  one 
of  the  finest  subjects  in  England,  as  the  object  of  his  compe- 
tition. 

After  many  essays,  be  at  length  produced  his  Sigismunda, 

40  but  no  more  like  Sigismunda,  than  I  to  Hercules" !  not  to 

mention  the  wretchedness  of  the  colouring,  it  was  the  repre- 

9  entations 
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eentation  of  a  Maudlin  str—  just  turned  out  of  keeping,  and 
with  eyes  red  with  rage  and  usquebaugh*  tearing  off  the  orna- 
ments her  keeper  had  given  her.  To  add  to  the  disgust  raised 
by  auch  vulgar  expression,  her  fingers  were  blooded  by  her 
lover's  heart  that  lay  before  her  like  that  of  a  sheep  for  her  din- 
ner. None  of  the  sober  grief,  no  dignity  of  suppressed  an- 
guish, no  involuntary  tear,  no  settled  meditation  on  the  late  she 
meant  to  meet,  no  amorous  warmth  turned  holy  by  despair;  is 
short  all  was  wanting  that  should  have  been  there,  all  was  there 
that  such  a  story  should  have  banished  from  a  mind  capable  of 
conceiving  such  complicated  woe :  woe  so  sternly  felt  and  yet 
so  tenderly.  Hogarth's  performance  was  more  ridiculous  than 
any  thing  he  bad  ever  ridiculed.  He  set  the  price  of  400 
guineas  on  it,  and  had  it  returned  on  his  hands  by  the  person 
for  whom  it  was  painted.  He  took  subscriptions  for  a  (date  of 
it,  but  had  the  sense  to  suppress  it* 

Thus  for  says  the  late  Lord  Orford ;  to  which  we  may  add 
that  Smollet  has  introduced  the  same  circumstance  into  his 
novel  of  Peregrine  Pickle,  where  he  makes  Pallet  the  painter 
boast  of  the  charms  of  "  his  Cleopatra." 

As  a  companion  to  the  Sigismunda,  there  is  on  the  same 
aide  of  the  apartment,  Artemisia  with  the  cup  containing  her 
husbands  ashes,  by  Guido;  also  Baptism  of  Christ,  by  Battisti 
Franco;  two  landscapes  by  Poussin;  four  views  of  Venice  by 
CanaleUi ;  two  heads  expressing  Smell  and  Taste  by  Rubens, 
highly  interesting;  Magdalen  with  a  crucifix  and  scull, by  Tre- 
vissani;  country  church,  by  Rubens,  inimitable;  two  attacks 
of  convoys,  by  Van  der  Meulen ;  a  large  landscape  by  Poussin, 
with  the  most  accurate  and  brilliant  distance  we  have  ever  wit* 
nessedi  Flemish  village  by  Teniers;  and  the  inside  of  an  an- 
cient  building  in  a  most  superb  style  of  architecture,  illuminated 
both  by  torch  and  girandole  lights;  the  artist  is  unknown,  but 
the  effect  is  exquisite  in  the  contrast  between  the  general  and 
fixed  glare  of  the  principal  light  issuing  from  the  girandole  and 

reflected 

♦  Vide  Walpoie's  Work,  Vol.  3.  p.  460. 
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reflected  by  numerous  pillars,  and  thai  of  the  almost  moving 
torches  whose  beams  irradiate  in  partial  gleams  the  inmost  re- 
cesses of  the  long  drawn  aisles  of  the  edifice. 

The  Great  Drawing  Room  has  a  most  capital  portrait  of 
Rembrandt  by  himself;  a  Lion  and  Boar  by  Snyders,  exquisitely 
done,  and  coloured  with  a  degree  of  warmth  equal  to  Rubens  i 
indeed  this  piece  has  been  attributed  by  some  connoisseurs,  but 
improperly,  to  that  master;  the  Discovery  of  Cyrus  by  Casti- 
glione ;  Rinmldo  and  Armida  by  Vandyke,  but  she  has  too  much 
of  the  Dutch  woman  about  her ;  St.  George  and  the  Dragon, 
by  Rubens ;  a  most  extraordinary  production  of  old  Franks, 
being  a  Cabinet  of  Painting*  in  which  bis  own  portrait  is  intro- 
duced; the  colouring  is  rich  yet  chaste,  and  every  part  is  at 
highly  finished  as  the  smallest  cabinet  pieces;  Diana  and  her 
nymphs  hunting,  by  Rubens;  Sacrifice  to  Pan,  by  And.  Sacchi ; 
a  most  exquisite  moonlight  piece ;  and  a  virgin  encircled  by- 
angels,  by  Michael  Angela. 

The  Breakfast  Room  has  also  a  number  of  paintings.  Here 
are  a  virgin  and  child  by  Albert  Durer:  a  landscape  contain* 
ing  the  four  seasons,  the  joint  production  of  Van  Beulen  and 
Breughel ;  several  sea  pieces,  and  two  landscapes,  by  Roysdael ; 
two  beggar  boys,  remarkably  well  done  by  Gainsborough; 
Lord  Torrington  ;  Cardinal  Imperiaki  by  Dominichino ;  a  minia- 
ture of  Lord  Chief  Justice  Mansfield  by  Myers;  two  small 
ovals,  by  Angelica  Kaufiman;  two  small  pieces  of  wild  scenes 
with  shepherds,  by  Salvator  Rosa;  an  elegant  flower  piece  by 
Van  Huysum,  most  brilliantly  coloured  agreeable  to  nature, 
with  a  dew  drop  exquisitely  resting  on  a  tulip,  almost  equal  to 
the  tear  on  Sigismunda's  cheek ;  Oliver  Cromwell,  whose  cha- 
racter as  well  as  portrait  has  been  often  drawn,  but  never  so 
pithily  as  in  one  short  sentence  which  says  that  he  "  raised 
himself  to  the  possession  of  the  supreme  power  under  the  title 
of  Protector  of  the  Common  Wealth  of  England ;  was  equally 
remarkable  for  his  great  military  skill,  by  which  he  obtained  so 
many  victories  in  the  field,  and  by  his  amazing  abilities  in  the 

cabinet. 
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cabinet,  which  enabled  him  to  overcome  all  opposition  at  home* 
and  to  strike  even  the  most  powerful  nations  abroad  with  ter- 
ror." Vandyke  has  a  very  grand  production  here  of  a  Wed- 
ding  feast,  which  is  not  only  remarkable  for  its  fine  colour  and 
finish,  but  particularly  so  for  the  very  high  preservation  in 
which  it  exists  at  this  day. 

But  the  greatest  glory  of  Clumber  is  the  State  Dining  Room, 
a  most  magnificent  apartment,  sixty  feet  in  length,  thirty-four 
in  breadth,  and  in  height  thirty ;  it  is  sufficiently  large  to  ac- 
commodate one  hundred  and  fifty  guests  at  table,  independent 
of  a  superb  recess  or  saloon  for  the  sideboard,  &c.    The  cieling 
and  pannels  are  extremely   rich  in  stucco  and  gilding ;  yet 
chaste  without  glare ;  the  lustres  are  of  the  finest  cut  glass  ;  and 
the  marble  chimney  piece  and  steel  grate,  may  be  seen,  but 
cannot  be  described ;  they  are  in  fact  an  honour  to  English  taste 
and  execution.    The  other  ornaments  of  this  august  apartment 
are  few  in  number,  yet  rich  in  value ;  being  estimated  at  25,000/, 
rterhng,  and  only  seven  distinct  pieces.    Four  of  these  are 
Market  pieces  by  the  joint  pencils  of  Snyder  and  Long  John ; 
and  consisting  of  a  display  of  flesh,  fish,  and  fowl,  fruit  and 
vegetables.    Over  the  chimney  piece  is  a  large  painting  of  dead 
game  by  Wenix ;  and  there  are  two  landscapes  by  Zuccareili. 
If  Clumber  possessed  no  other  paintings  than  those  of  this  apart- 
ment, the  time  and  attention  of  the  tourist,  or  artist,  would  be 
amply  repaid  by  their  examination.     The  display  of  magni- 
ficence here  must  indeed  be  striking,  when  the  apartment  is 
prepared  for  its  ostensible  purpose,  lighted  up  in  the  usual  bril- 
liant manner,  amidst  the  dazzling  radiance  of  a  glittering  and 
superb  sideboard,  and  the  sparkling  services  of  glass,  &c.    la 
fket,  even  the  housekeeper  herself,  who  acted  as  our  Cicerone, 
seemed  warmed  into  enthusiasm  and  astonishment,  and  like 
Katterfelto  with  his  hair  an  end  wondering  at  his  own  wonders, 
was  scarcely  able  to  describe  that  exquisite  brilliancy  which  she 
had  assisted  in  arranging  on  a  late  visit  of  some  of  the  royal 
family  to  this  splendid  abode  of  hospitality. 

It 
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It  has  been  said,  that  Rubens  assisted  in  the  four  large  pieces, 
mnd  that  he  has  introduced  himself  into  one  of  them  in  the  cha- 
racter of  a  butcher,  accompanied  by  his  two  wives.  The  view 
of  the  grounds  and  water  from  this  room  are  also  exquisite. 

The  Chapel  is  a  very  pleasing  apartment,  admirably  fitted  for 
its  purpose,  and  having  a  very  sombre  effect  from  the  four  win- 
dows of  stained  gl$ty  in  which  the  family  arms  are  very  hand- 
somely emblazoned.  Here  are  a  Dead  Christ,  and  a  Holy 
Family,  copies  after  Raphael ;  but  we  believe  no  originals. 

The  Dressing  Room  up  stairs,  formerly  the  duchesses,  but 
now  changed  for  one  on  the  principal  floor,  is  exquisitely  fur- 
nished with  fancy  pieces.  Here  are  some  very  fine  fruit 
pieces ;  an  inlaid  table  of  curious  workmanship,  &c.  and  the 
Tiew  from  the  windows  is  delightful.  Here  are  also  seven  very 
fine  paintings  in  water  colours,  of  ancient  Roman  taste,  brought 
from  Herculaneum. 

.  The  furniture  and  decorations  of  the  Bed  rooms  are  most 
superb,;  the  beds  are  fitted  up  in  imitation  of  tents  and  pavi- 
lions, with  their  curtains  even  picturesquely  arranged ;  to  all 
which  we  must  add  immense  mirrors,  both  hanging  and  porta- 
ble, highly  finished  cielings,  Turkey  carpets,  inlaid  cabinets, 
and  a  number  of  chronometers  mounted  in  masses  of  sculpture, 
After  the  most  classical  designs.  In  short  every  thing  breathes 
the  essence  of  taste  and  the  very  soul  of  magnificence. 

Nor  must  we  omit  the  great  conveniences  and  neatness  of  the 
household  arrangements,  particularly  the  kitchens  and  larders, 
the  latter  of  which  are  on  a  scale  to  contain  whole  Hecatombs, 
yet  so  systematically  arranged  as  to  have  every  thing  in  the  best 
order  and  most  convenient  readiness.  Though  these  are  parts 
of  a  house  not  generally  shewn,  yet  the  tourist  will  not  fail  to 
be  gratified  should  his  Cicerone  indulge  him  with  a  sight  of  this 
her  own  peculiar  domain. 

The  shortest  route  for  the  tourist,  who  wishes  to  see 

THORESBY 
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THORESBY  PARK, 

the  seat  of  earl  Manvers,  is  to  cross  the  bridge  in  Clumber 
Park,  which  he  must  traverse  a  mile  further  through  a  succes- 
sion of  sylvan  scenery,  when  he  arrives  at  a  gate  opening  to  * 
wild  wood  lane  where  there  is  another  park  gate  leading  through 
Thoresby  park  for  a  course  of  nearly  two  rifties,  during  which  a 
▼isitor  may  almost  conceive  himself  rambling  midst  transatlantic 
forests, 

"  Majestic  woods,  of  every  vigorous  gt€tn, 
Stage  above  stage,  high  waving  o'er  the  hills ; 
Or  to  the  far  boriaon  wide  diffosed, 
A  boundless  deep  immensity  of  shade." 

The  mansion  itself  stands  very  open,  in  rather  a  low  situation, 
nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  park,  and  well  backed  with  rising 
ground,  thickly  planted.  The  old  house  was  burnt  down  on  the 
fourth  of  March  1745,  and  nothing  saved  but  the  family  wri- 
tings, the  plate,  and  a  small  part  of  the  best  furniture  ;  alter 
which,  its  then  possessor  the  duke  of  Kingston,  grandfather  to 
the  present  noble  proprietor,  built  the  present  edifice. 

As  a  modern  tourist  has  observed,*  this  is  rather  a  comforts- 
ble  bouse,  then  a  magnificent  seat ;  it  consists  of  a  rustic  stone 
basement,  with  two  stories  of  brickwork,  and  the  principal  front 
is  ornamented  with  a  tetrastyle  portico  of  the  Ionic  order,  of 
a  beautiful  stone ;  the  other  fronts  are  regularly  decorated. t 

The  principal  entrance  is  in  the  basement,  ppeniug  into  the 
Hall,  which  is  slightly  ornamented  with  some  landscapes,  some 
sea-pieces,  a  few  good  engravings,  and  a  Chiaro  Scuro  of  the 
Trojan  horse,  &c. 

The  Earl's  Dressing  Room  opens  from  the  hall,  and  has  some 
portraits  of  Henry  earl  of  Pembroke,  1769;  Pascal  Paoli,  1770; 
Colonel  Sawyer ;  Admiral  Me dowes,  father  of  the  present  earl 
of  Manvers  ;  also  some  sea-pieces  and  medallions. 

The  Little  Drawing  Room  generally  contains  many  fine  paint- 
ings. 

•  Bray's  Tour.  t  Vitr uvius  Britaanicus. 
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iflgs;  but  these  being  token  down,  during  some  repairs,  coald 
not  be  seen. 

In  the  During  Room,  there  is  nothing  particularly  worthy  of 
notice,  except  a  very  fine  Madona  and  infant  Jesus. 

The  ascent  to  the  principal  story  is  by  a  double  staircase  in 
the  centre  of  the  mansion,  single  at  the  commencement,  but 
dividing  at  the  top  of  the  first  flight,  and  opening  into  the  Dome* 
a  circular  apartment  of  factitious  marble,  supported  by  four* 
teen  pillars  alternately  round  and  square,  on  which  rests  a  gal- 
lery ballustraded,  and  opening  into  the  upper  chambers.  The 
light  is  admitted  from  a  handsome  circular  skylight ;  and  the 
walls  are  composed  of  a  substance  forming  a  very  correct  imi- 
tation of  yellow  variegated  marble,  beautifully  contrasting  with 
the  white  pillars  and  pilasters,  and  others  resembling  vcrd  an* 
iique;  the  floor  is  laid  with  the  same  substance,  tesselated. 

The  Dining  Room  is  very  handsomely  fitted  op,  with  curious 
twisted  pillars  forming  a  recess  at  one  end.  Its  other  ornament* 
are  only  a  portrait  of  Earl  Howe,  and  a  well  executed  land-* 
scape  of  Ben  Lomond  and  its  loch. 

The  Octagonal  Drawing  Room  has  a  very  fine  effect,  when 
viewed  from  the  staircase.  It  is  superbly,  yet  we  might  say 
plainly,  fitted  up,  notwithstanding  the  elegance  of  its  gilding 
It  contains  only  a  portrait  of  Evelyn,  duke  of  Kingston,  and  a 
well  moulded  bust  of  Pascal  Paoli,  of  whom  it  has  been  justly 
said,  that  whilst  fighting  gallantly,  first  against  the  Genoese 
and  then  against  the  French,  this  nation  was  desirous  of  second' 
ing  his  patriotic  ardour  ;  and  that  it  still  reflects  no  small  share 
•f  dishonour  on  the  ministers  of  a  former  period,  that  Louis  the 
fifteenth  was  permitted  with  impunity  to  invade  the  territories 
of  a  free  and  independent  state.  But  a  generous  indignation 
on  the  part  of  the  people  in  some  measure  made  amend*  for 
the  conduct  of  their  rulers,  and  a  hospitable  asylum  was  at 
length  afforded  here  to  the  gallant  chief,  after  he  had  been 
forced  to  retire  from  a  long  and  unequal  contest.* 

Vol  XII.  2  A  ?be 

*  Vide  Public  ebmcttn ;  and  Botwell's  Corsica. 
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The  AdmiraVs  Gallery  is  very  low,  and  very  plain;  bat  £* 
hung  with  a  number  of  interesting  sea  pieces. 

The  Countess's  Dressing  Room  is  peculiarly  elegant,  comfort- 
able, and  commodious;  superbly  fitted  up  indeed,  but  with 
every  attention  to  useful  convenience.  It  is  hung,  nay  we  may 
say  covered,  with  a  profusion  of  handsome  drawings,  land- 
scapes, miuiatures,  &c.  amongst  which  is  an  inimitable  head  of 
a  boy  writing.    Here  are  also  some  elegant  cabinets. 

The  Gardens  are  very  fine,  part  of  them  constructed  by  the 
late  duchess  in  the  German  style  with  arbours,  and  treillaged  : 
and  in  the  shrubbery,  a  very  fine  cascade  forms  a  good  object 
in  the  point  of  view  from  the  apartments  in  the  back  front. 

The  Park  itself  is  thirteen  mile*  round,  and  contains  several 
pieces  of  water.  The  lake  near  the  house,  which  is  very  fine, 
is  laid  out  so  as  to  represent  an  extensive  river ;  and  which* 
being  amphitheatrically  surrounded  with  lawns  that  hang  as  it 
were  towards  the  house  in  varied  and  verdant  slopes,  has  a  fine 
effect,  enlivened  as  it  is  with  several  vessels  of  different  sues. 

To  give  detailed  descriptions  of  every  spot  within  the  environs 
of  Worksop,  would  for  exceed  our  limits ;  but  we  most  not 
omit  to  mention  SJrirc  Qakcs,  as  it  is  called  from  an  ancient  tree 
of  that  name,  where  there  is  a  good  Hall  house,  fitted  up  in  a 
handsome  aud  convenient  style,  the  seat  of  John  Hewett,  Esq. 
The  chapel  of  this  hamlet,  was  lately  erected  and  endowed  by 
the  Rev.  John  Hewett,  and  consecrated  by  his  grace  the  arch* 
bishop  of  York. 

This  place,  as  we  have  noted,  derived  its  name  from  an  Out, 
which  as  Mr.  Gilpin  observes,  in  respect  both  to  its  size  and  the 
dignity  of  its  situation,  deserves  honourable  mention.*  In 
point  of  grandeur,  few  trees  in  this  country  have  ever  equalled 
it;  as  it  spread  a  space  of  ninety  feet  from  the  extremities  of 
its  opposite  boughs.  Evelyn,  in  his  Sylva,  says  it  covered  a 
superficies  of  707  square  yards;  and  these  dimensions,"  accord- 
ing lo  Mr.  Gilpin's  calculation,  will  produce  an  area  capable  of 

covering 
•  Gilpin's  Fomtt  Sctotrj. 
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covering  a  squadron  of  333  bone.  Its  own  dignity,  as  he  adds, 
was  equalled  by  the  dignity  of  its  station,  for  it  stood  on  a  spot 
where  Yorkshire,  Nottinghamshire,  and  Derbyshire  unite,  and 
spread  its  shade  over  a  portion  of  each.  In  consequence  of  its 
honourable  office  of  thus  fixing  the  boundary  of  these  large 
counties,  it  was  equally  respected  through  the  domains  of  them 
all ;  and  was  known  far  and  wide,  by  the  distinction  of  the 
Skirtoak,  by  which  appellation  it  was  marked  among  cities, 
towns,  and  rivers,  in  all  the  larger  maps  of  the  kingdom. 

WaMngwells  are  partly  we  believe  in  this  county.  Here  is 
the  seat  of  Sir  Thomas  Wollaston  White,  Bart  Tanner  says, 
that  Ralph  de  Caprep  curia,  or  Cheuroicourt,  in  the  reign  of 
king  Stephen,  built  and  endowed  a  small  Benedictine  nunnery 
here,  to  the  honour  of  the  blessed  virgin  Mary.  Its  value  at 
the  dissolution  was  59L ;  and  it  was  granted  by  Queen  Elizabeth 
to  Richard  Pype  and  Francis  Bowyer.  It  was  originally  called 
St.  Mary  in  the  Park,  but  changed  that  appellation  from  its  si- 
tuation amongst  wells,  fountains,  and  streams. 

Cresweli  crags  about  three  miles  from  Worksop  are,  strictly 
speaking,  in  Derbyshire,  but  so  adjacent  to  Nottingham  as  to 
have  been  often  considered  as  part  of  that  county.  Lying  out 
of  the  usual  track  of  good  roads,  and  the  road  from  Worksop  being 
rocky  and  almost  impassable  for  carriages,  they  are  not  often 
visited ;  yet  they  are  curious  and  worthy  notice,  consisting  of 
rocks  torn  by  some  convulsion  of  nature  into  a  thousand  ro- 
mantic shapes,  and  presenting  a  miniature  resemblance  of  the 
more  majestic  scenery  on  the  Derwent  at  Matlock. 

Carlcton  in  Lindrick,  as  it  is  called  to  distinguish  it  from 
Carlton  on  Trent,  was  of  sufficient  consequence  in  Saxon  times 
as  to  have  six  resident  Thanes,  each  of  whom  had  a  hall  or 
manor ;  but  these  were  all  swallowed  up  by  that  Leviathan, 
Roger  de  Busli,  at  the  Norman  conquest.  The  family  of  Che- 
vercourt,  or  Cheurolcourt,  held  it  under  him,  but  their  heirs 
failing,  it  was  divided  between  the  Latimers  and  Fitz  Hughs ; 
from  them  it  came  to  Dacre,  Molyneux,  Tayler,  and  afterwards 
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to  the  Cltftons  who  bvika  fine  seat  here.  It  seems  now  to  be 
enjoyed  by  several  Gentlemen  resident  in  its  neighbourhood  ; 
particularly  Sir T. White,  Bart,  Richard  Ransden,  Esq.  Mid  Robert 
Kentiah  Esq.  of  Wigthorpe. 

Carbcrton  though  marked  as  a  place  of  some  consequence  on 
the  mips,  is  merely  a  hamlet  of  three  or  four  houses  in  the  pa* 
risli  of  Edwinetow.  Near  it  h  Cockghdc  the  seat  of  Dr. 
Aldrich,  an  elegant  mansion  built  in  1778,  and  much  admired 
throughout  the  county  and  vicinity.  The  views  from  the  house, 
"which  stands  upon  a  gentle  swell,  are  extensive  and  pleasing ; 
and  the  woods  and  home  grounds  are  laid  out  with  great  attention 
to  picturesque  effect. 

Paiethorp,  or  Peverelthorpe,  adjoins  Thoresby  park,  and  is 
in  the  same  parish  with  it,  (Edwinstow).  It  has  a  good  inn, 
and  is  the  property  of  the  Fierpoirrt  family ;  bat  has  passed 
through  many  hands  since  its  first  grant  to  Roger  de  Bnsli. 

Crossing  the  forest  into  the  high  road  from  Worksop  to  Mans* 
field,  we  come  to  Cuckney,  after  passing  the  hamlet  of  Norton 
through  heavy  sands  by  the  pales  of  Welbeck  Park.  Here  is 
much  wild  forest  scenery,  as  the  road  skirts  the  limits  of  Shop- 
wood  ;  there  are  also  some  inclosures. 

Leland  in  speaking  of  this  place,  says  «  from  this  bridge 
(Welbeck)  to  Cuckeney  village  about  a  mile:  and  ther  cam 
down  a  broke  from  west,  resorting  as  one  said  to.  Wilebek 
stream,  or  Wilebek  to  it.  There  is  2  miles  by  com,  wood,  and 
pasture  to  Warksop  village  end,  ther  ran  a  Bek ;  and  this,  as 
the  other  doth,  resorteth  to  Rafford  stream/' 

We  iiad  by  Mr.  Throsby's  authority,  that  this  village  has 
only  increased  to  its  present  sice  and  importance  within  this 
last  half-century ;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  the  worsted  and 
cotton  manufactories  established  within  that  period.  The  mills 
are  on  an  extensive  and  convenient  plan,  and  give  occupation 
to  a  number  of  Children  from  the  Foundling  Hospital  in  the 
metropolis.  These  poor,  deserted  objects,  are  placed  under 
the  care  of  proper  supertnteiidants,  and  lodged  in  separate 
9  cottages 
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cottages  so  as  to  divide  the  sexes,  and  they  are  not  only  well 
fed,  and  provided  with  proper  medical,  aid,  but  are  also,  (at  least 
in  Throsby's  time)  brought  up  in  the  knowledge  of  religious 
a*d  moral  dories j  which,  prudent  regulation,  we  understand 
is  atill  adhered  to. 

The  church  is  an  extensive  edifice,  being  196  feet  in  length, 
with  a  very  handsome  tower.  It  is  of  the  later  Gothic  ;  but 
may  have  been  originally  of  an  older  erection,  as  there  is  a  frag- 
ment of  a  sepulchral  stone  in.th$  floor  with  the  date  of  1351  in 
black  letter;  there  are  several,  othe*  ancient  monumental  re- 
cords. 

The  village  is  large,  and  very  neat :  and,  in  addition  to  its 
.giber  manufactories,  has  a  mill  for  polishing  marble. 

At  Langwitk,  there  was  a  seat  of  earl  Bathurst,  but  now  neg- 
lected and  dilapidated ;  and  the  tenants  on  the  Cuckney  and 
Langwitb  estates  are  not  anly  exerting  themselves  in  agricul- 
tural improvements,  but  have  lately  established  an  association 
on  a  most  excellent  plan  for  the  prevention  and  conviction  of 
robberies,  and  agricultural  offences. 

War$op  consists  of  two  villages,  about  half  a  mile  asunder  ; 
Church  Warzop,  and  Market  Wartop ;  sometimes  called  the 
Church-town,  and  Fair-town. 

The  former  has  a  very  neat  Gothic  church,  and  an  antique 
vicarage  close  to  the  road  ;  the  village  lying  principally  to  the 
left.  The  latter  lies  right  in  the  road,  and  is  very  extensive, 
but  seems  of  very  ancient  architecture,  principally  farmhouses 
and  cottages.  It  has  two  fairs,  on  the  21st  of  May,  and  17th 
of  November  ;  mostly  for  cattle  and  horses. 

Passing  through  Mansfield  Woodhouse,  which  shall  be  fur- 
ther noticed,  we  come  through  a  line  of  road  and  a  narrow  street 
called  Leeminglanc,*  into 

3  A  3  MANSFIELD, 

•  Derived  from tke  BritisfclAf,*  road,  ltd  Mem,  a  stone;  oTtaerood 
tataetock. 
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MANSFIELD, 

Which  was  also  visited  by  our  predecessor,  Old  Bamaby,  who 

tells  us 

"  Veni  Mantfeld,  ubinoram 
Mulierculam  decoraro, 
Cum  qua,  nudum  feci  pactum, 
Dedi  ictum,  cgi  actum  ; 
8ed  pregnantem  thnens  itlam 
Spreri  villain  et  ancillam."— 

but  not  being  urged  by  the  same  reasons,  as  master  Barnaby, 
to  a  speedy  departure,  we  shall  stop  to  take  a  view  of  this  very 
ancient,  and  large,  but  straggling  town,  whose  first  sight  rather 
makes  an  unfavourable  impression  on  a  stranger,  as  its  streets 
even  in  summer  are  dirty  and  badly  paved,  its  houses  built  of  a 
gloomy  looking  stone,  and,  in  short,  the  whole  place  in  such  a 
state,  as  if  the  word  "  Police,"  was  unknown  in  the  Mansfield* 
ian  lexicography.    Its  age  indeed  may  be  partly  the  cause  of 
this  sombre  expression  ;  but  still  we  conceive  it  possible  to  be 
venerable  without  being  dirty  ;  and  if  it  was  no  better  in  the 
days  of  our  earlier  monarchs,  we  cannot  help  thinking  that 
their  frequent  residence  there,  was  no  proof  of  their  taste. 
Standing  as  it  does  on  a  rock,  there  can  be  no  excuse  for  the 
badness  of  the  pavement;  unless  the  curators  of  its  interna) 
economy  think  that,  where  nature  has  done  so  much,  it  is  unne- 
cessary for  them  to  do  any  thing;  but  it  is  said  that  what  is  seen 
every  day,  is  not  seen  at  all,  therefore  they  may  perhaps  have 
forgot  that  the  neighbouring  quarries  will  afford  them  stone,  and 
that  the  forest  of  Sherwood  contains  a  quantity  of  gravel  which 
might  be  laid  on  with  some  prospect  of  improvement 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Mansfield  is  justified  in  boasting  a  very 
early  antiquity ;  but  the  tale  that  the  counts  of  Mansfield  in 
Germany  came  here  to  attend  at  the  tournaments  of  king  Ar- 
thur's round  table,  and  gave  their  name  to  it,  is  a  mere  fable : 

indeed 
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indeed  it  is  unnecessary  to  trouble  ourselves  about  conjectures, 
^rhen  we  bare  a  plain  and  simple  solution  of  the  derivation  of 
its  name  before  us. 

"  North  from  AnnesJey  is  the  town  of  Kirby  in  Ashfield,  in 
the  north  part  whereof  riseth  a  little  brooke  named  Man,  which 
descendeth  thence  northward  by  the  town  of  Sutton  in  Ashfield, 
suid  so  through  the  town  of  Marufield  in  Sherwood  forest,  an  an- 
4*ent  market  town,  and  hath  its  name  of  the  said  water,  as  I 
lake  it"» 

Of  its  British  origin,  though  it  may  have  existed  in  those 
times,  we  know  nothing ;  but  that  it  was  a  British,  and  after- 
wards a  Roman  station,  is  generally  believed  :  indeed  its  lot- 
tcr  occupancy  is  proved  by  the  discovery  of  many  Roman  coins 
of  Vespasian,  Constantiae,  Marcus  Aurelius,  and  others  of  the 
lower  empire ;  by  the  exploratory  camps,  which  are  numerous 
in  its  vicinity;  and  particularly  by  the  recent  discovery  of  a 
.  Roman  villa,  which  shall  be  noticed  more  at  large  in  its  proper 
place. 

After  the  desertion  of  this  island  by  the  Roman  legions,  it 
seems  to  have  flourished  during  the  Saxon  heptarchy,  being  a 
favourite,  though  only  temporary,  residence  of  the  Mercian 
kings  in  consequence  of  its  neighbouring  forest  then  well  sup* 
plied  with  beasts  of  cbace, 

la  the  time  of  Edward  the  confessor  it  was  royal  demesne, 
and  was  continued  as  such  by  William  the  conqueror,  and  by 
bis  son  William  Rufus  whose  fondness  for  forests  hastened  his 
death.  This  latter  monarch  gave  the  church  of  Mansfield,  and 
all  its  possessions,  to  the  cathedral  of  St.  Mary  at  Lincoln.  In 
the  reign  of  Stephen,  the  manor  was  granted  to  Ranulpb  de 
Gernon,  earl  of  Chester;  but  that  line  ending  in  coheiresses, 
it  was  regranted  to  Hastings,  and  to  John  Comyn  earl  of  Bu- 
chan.  This  was  indeed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  third,  pre- 
vious to  which  it  had  often  been  a  favourite  resort  of  the  Nor- 
man monarch*.    The  well  known  story,  of  king  Henry  the  se- 

2  A  4  cond 
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cotid  and  thfc  MHIer  of  Mansfield,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
though  we  suspect  the  event,  if  it  ever  did  happen*  to  liayti 
taken  place  at  a  much  later  period  ;  at  least  the  present  rfcytn- 
ihg  tale  preserved  by  Percy  in  taw*  Relives  is  of  a  much  later 
Composition.    It  is  indeed  a  tale  so  replete  with  uncouth  imfa* 
cency,  without  even  the  slightest  spark  of  wit  to  recommend  it, 
that  wO  are  surprised  even  a  fondness  for  antiquity  could  have 
induced  the  learned  bishop  to  insert  it  in  his  ooUectioa,  parti- 
cularly as  the  "  Reliques"  are,  in  some  measure,  a  parlour  win* 
dew  book :  for  on  the  same  principle,  the  coUeCtor  of  some  ru- 
pture age  might  be  justified  in  republishing  even  those  efltooai 
of  salacious  wit  and  meretricious  description  of  she  present  day, 
-some  of  which  hate  been  noticed  by  the  Society  for  the  Sop* 
preasion  of  Vice,  whilst  others  under  the  name  of  "Coofeo- 
trionsy '   "  Spirits  of  Books/'  and  "  Monks/'  are  still  sufficient 
to  pollute  the  shelves  of  every  circulating  library. 

The  inhabitants  of  Mansfield,  however,  still  consider  the  ho- 
nour of  the  town  connected  with  the  antiquity  of  the  story ;  and 
tradition  says  that  the  mill  and  house  now  inhabited,  or  lately 
so,  by  the  widow  Massey,  situated  on  the  left  hand  of  the  road 
passing  from  Mansfield  to  Sutton,  were  built  on  the  sctte  of 
the  house  and  mill  where  the  king  was  entertained ;  though 
nothing  remains  of  the  ancient  buildings.* 

In  the  reign  of  John,  the  inhabitants  in  order  to  promote  the 
publick  good  of  their  township,  paid  fifteen  marks  to  the  crown, 
4br  right  of  common  in  Clipstone  ^park,  as  they  were  wont  to 
do  before  its  incisure ;  and  by  paying  five  marks  to  Henry  the 
third,  they  obtained  a  charter  for  a  weekly  market  on  Monday, 
and  from  the  same  monarch  obtained  th#  privilege  of  having 
Housebote  and  Hdybote  out  t>f  the  forest. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth  this  manor  was  granted  to 
the  earl  of  Surry  for  his  gallant  conduct  at  Floddentield ;  hut 
the  king  afterwards  gave  him  some  other  rands  in  exchange  for  it ; 

after 

♦  Hsnod'ft  MsAsatld. 
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FWhtehStweatt*  the  then  duke* of  Newcastle,  who  from 
Jecttc*  look  the  title  of  Viscount  Mansfield. 

Leland  describing  it  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth,  say* 
•*  ehenee  to  MaumfieM,epraty  market  town  of  one  paroche,  by 
like  ground  (corn,  woody  ted  pasture,)  a  throe  mile*,  and  there 
xeusoith  in  the  fnidlo  of  it  a  rille,  and  in  the  bottome,  as  I  rode 
m*,— west  a  four  tfsile*  e£  and  so  it  goetb  to  Clypston  a  three 
SjmUs  lower %  and  so  to  Baited  water" 

.  Notwithstanding  onr  eaimadverstens  on  its  first  appearance  in 
aba  eye  of  a  stranger*  We  must  acknowledge  that  on  a  nearer 
acquaintance  ha  may  bo  disposed  to  allow  that  it  contains  many 
good  booses,  and  that  it  is  both  a  flourishing  and  genteel  market 
Sown,  Should  bis  term  of  residence  include  the  Sabbath  day, 
ht  will  see  that  it  contains  a  handsome  and  shewy  female  popu* 
lation,  and  that  it  has  many  Quakers  amongst  its  inhabitants. 
Throsby  observes  tbatthor e  are  soase  very  old  houses,  but  that 
the  most  ancient  is  supposed  to  be  that  in  Cborch»street,  now 
the  White  Hart  Inn,  which  was  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
eighth,  the  residence  of  LodpCeoily  Flogan.  Who  she  was  is 
uncertain,  there  being  no  tradition,  nor  inscription  on  hef 
monument  (nor  even  arms)  which  is  under  an  arch  in  the 
choree.  In  her  will  she  is  called  plain  Cecily ;  but  in  an  ex* 
tract  from  the  rolls  of  the  court  of  Augmentations  in  the  reign 
ef  Edward  the  sixth,  "  Dame  Cecily  Flogan,  widow/'  most 
likely  widow  of  a  knight.  She  was  very  pious  and  charitable, 
giving  much  to  the  church  to  pray  for  her  soul,  and  obliging 
certain  of  her  tenants  upkeep  a  stout  and  able  bell,  and  boar, 
for  the  use  of  the  parish.  Her  house  has  its  ground  floor  built 
of  stone>  bet  the  upper  part  is  woodframed,  though  with  some 
modern  alterations. 

At  the  east  end  of  the  town  there  is  a  good  modern  house 
beilt  in  1760  by  Colonel  Lichfield,  and  called  Ratclifife  gate ; 
he  had  been  in  the  duke  of  Kingston's  light  horse  during  the 
rebellion  of  1745,  but  returned  afterwards  to  reside  at  Mans* 
field. 

The 
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The  chorcli  is  a  good  building  with  tfespeet  te  sise  a*d 
mpdiousness,  and  of  ibe  later  Gothic  ;  it  is  dedicated  to  St.  Pe- 
ter, and  is  in  length  from  east  to  west,  ninety-three  feet,  shrty- 
three  from  north  to  soetb,  and  has  a  middle  and  two  side  aisles. 
It  was  partly  burnt  down  in  1304,  along  with  the  town  ;  bat  is 
now  re-edified  and  still  in  good  preservation.    Its  body  is  sup- 
ported by  handsome  pillars;  over  each  "side  aisle  there  is  a 
spacious  gallery  ;  and  at  the  west  end,  there  is  a  very  fine  tooed 
organ  of  fourteen  stops  which  was  erected  in  1795,  at  aa  ex- 
pense of  two  hundred  guineas.     In  the  preceding  year,  tlw 
inhabitants  of  Mansfield,  paying  152. 16*.  Sd.  obtained  an  arclri- 
episcopal  license  not  only  to  erect  this  organ,  but  also  to  build 
the  new  gallery  over  the  south  aisle,  to  remove  the  pulpit  to 
its  present  situation,  and  to  convert  a  private  pew  into  a  church* 
ing  one,  &c.  M 

The  pulpit  is  now  judiciously  placed  in  the  middle  aisle,  and 
is  of  handsome  mahogany,  with  a  support  of  four  neatly  turned 
pillars  of  the  same  material. 

In  the  interior  are  many  monuments  of  stone,  and  monumea- 
tal  inscriptions,  with  brass  plates  both  inscribed  and  armorial ; 
also  some  considerable  remains  of  painted  glass ;  but  as  these 
are  principally  of  local  interest,  we  must  refer  to  the  descrip- 
tion of  a  local  historian.* 

Here  are  many  respectable  Sectarians ;  the  Presbyterian 
meeting  house  is  a  neat  and  spacious  building,  and  well  attend- 
ed, and  possesses  an  organ ;  a  neat  building  has  also  been 
erected  by  the  Calvinists ;  and  here  are  also  comfortable  meet- 
ing houses  for  the  Quakers  and  Methodists. 

A  Free  Grammar  School  was  founded  here  by  queen  Elisabeth, 
with  two  scholarships  of  102.  each  at  Jesus  college  Cambridge. 
This  was  endowed  by  charter ;  and  for  its  establishment  and 
support,  two  thirds  of  the  church  lands  go  to  the  vicar,  two 
thirds  of  the  remainder  to  the  head  master,  and  the  remainder 

to 

•  Vide  Harrod's  Msnsfeid. 
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to  the  usher.     Hie  school-house  was  erected  in  1567 ;  but  re- 
built in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne. 

Here  is  a  Charity  School  for  96  boys  who  are  cloatbed  and 
educated  ;*  and  here  are  also  four  Sunday  schools. 

Mansfield  market  is  now  held  on  Thursday,  and  is  always 
well  supplied.  The  ftuis  are  on  the  5th  of  April ;  10th  July  ; 
and  second  Thursday  in  October;  all  for  horses,  cattle,  and 
eheep ;  but  the  two  former,  principally  for  cattle  and  hogs,  hare 
not  been  established  many  years,  and  being  only  dependent 
Upon  common  consent,  without  charters,  are  merely  called 
"Meetings;"  at  the  October  lair,  some  cheese  is  brought  for 
•ale. 

There  are  here  several  very  considerable  Manufactures  which 
have  much  improved  the  town  of  late  years.  There  are  five 
cotton  mills  upon  a  very  extensire  scale ;  one  of  which  has 
8400  spindles,  with  carding  and  roving  machinery,  and  gives 
employment  to  160  individuals. 

Here  are  also  upwards  of  700  frames  employed  in  making 
stockings  and  gloves,  both  of  silk  and  cotton.  An  Iron  fbun* 
dery  possesses  an  extensive  trade,  where  iron  is  cast  in  any 
shape  or  size.  Nor  is  it  unlikely  that  iron  stone  might  be  found 
in  this  neighbourhood,  as  the  quarries  at  the  north  side  of  the 
town  seem  very  copiously  tinged  with  the  ochre  of  that  metal* 

The  Malting  and  Stone  trades  have  long  been  of  considerable 
value. 

Double  point  net,  worked  in  frames,  was  brought  to  its  present 
elegant  state  of  perfection  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  John  Ro- 
gers of  this  place  in  1786. 

The 

•  This  Charity  School  was  founded  in  170*,  and  supported  then  by  a  sua* 
scription  of  191.  per  annum.  In  17  il  a  Mr.  Drunts  left  41.  per  annum  for 
its  better  maintenance,  and  also  an  addition  of  41.  per  annum  to  pat  one 
poor  boy  oat,  apprentice  to  tome  trade. 

Other  grants  to  the  poor,  and  for  charitable  purposes,  are  manj  and 
various;  but  so  numerous  that  we  must  refer  to  Mr.  Ha/rod's  very  diffuse  ao4 
furrect  History  of  the  place. 


Tfce  pates*  circeier  sew  was  alto  ielrente*  here  fcy 
Murray*  a  workman  employed  by  a  M*.  Brewn*  an*  ingeuioue 
lamer  and  mechanic*.  By  mean*  of  thb-in ratten*  tea  tkneet  he 
quantity  of  work  can  be  performed,  and  that  tat  a  meek  neet^r 
meaner  ami  with  lesa  labour  then  by  the  cotamen  saw. 

Tee  only  public  building  in  the  place  »  the  JUEto*  JUfili,  set 
*Mch  the  ceenty  meetings  are  often  held  on  account  of  the 
central  situation  of  the  town.     Is  stands  in  the  market  place* 
and  was  built  by  lady  Oxford  in  the  year  17W*  principally  for 
the  purpose  of  accommodating  the  market  folks  with  seeker  ; 
and  also  to  supply  the  town  itself  with  an  apartment  suitable 
for  municipal  business,  and  the  gentry  with  a  good  assembly 
room.    This  apartment  is  48  feet  by  17,  bet  is  low  and  badly 
proportioned;  nor  does  the  lower  part  afford  the  intended  shel- 
ter ;  so  that  there  may  be  some  truth  in  the  local  story  of  her 
ladyship  coming  to  see  it  when  finished,  but  being  30  disgusted 
as  never  even  to  look  at  it  afterwards. 

There  is  much  sociability  in  Mansfield.  A  Coffee  Room  has 
been  established  at  the  Swan  inn  by  subscription  of  the  no* 
bility  and  gentry  of  the  vicinity,  and  of  the  principal  trades 
people  in  the  town.  All  members  are  chosen  by  ballot ;  and 
the  plan  extends  to  London  and  country  papers,  maps,  charts, 
periodical  publications,  &c. 

The  Tkecurt  is  small,  but  well  contrived,  and  contains  both 
side  and  front  boxes. 

A  Bowling  Qrom  has  atso  been  long  established  in  Leemiog- 
lane  ;  fifty-two  yards  in  length  by  thirty-three.  It  is  supported 
by  subscription  ;  and  the  house  contains  a  billiard  room,  and 
also  an  assembly  room,  where  the  justices  often  meet  to  transact 
business. 

A  handsome  and  commodious  Cold  Bath  also  affords  both 
health  and  comfort  to  the  inhabitants.  Of  this,  Mr.  Harrod 
observes,  the  approach  from  Leeming-lane  is  truly  picturesque 
and  scarcely  so  much  variety  can  be  found  any  where  else  in 
a  walk  of  only  900  yards.    The  visitor  is  first  struck  with  a 

tiew 
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+iew  qf  two  regularly  built  cotton  mills,  before  each  of  which  if 
a  sheet  of  water  reflecting  the  buildings,  and  surrounded  by  hills 
between  which  runs  the  river  Mann.  Having  viewed  these*  on 
turning  m  little  to  the  right,  the  church  steeple  appears  to  much 
advantage.  From  this  situation  are  seen  excavated  rocks  which 
hare  a  good  effect,  resembling  a  fortification.  Near  the  hath 
is  a  large  rock  from  which  issues  a  constant  stream  of  water* 
and  forms  the  supply. 

In  this  neighbourhood  too  are  many  domestic  excavations  in 
the  rocks,  where  the  modern  Troglodytes  have  their  beta*  and 
even  their  gardens  formed  in  the  bosom  of  the  sterile  stone  | 
and  in  some  parts,  the  incautious  visitor  may  run  the .  risk 
of  stepping  down  a  chimney  ! 

The  Manor  Custom*  of  Mansfield  are  curious  in  many  tnstasv 
ces ;  and  it  is  recorded  in  the  "  Forest  Book,"  that  "  Tenannts 
be  fire  of  blode  and  lefully  may  marye  them  after  tber  wiUes 
as  wel  men  as  women,— that  the  eyres  as  sane  as  they  bene 
born,  byen  of  full  age, — and  that  lands  are  departabill  betwixt 
sonnes,  or  daughters  if  ther  be  nosonne:"  this  seems  a  rem* 
nam  of  the  old  Saxon  custom  of  Gavelkind. 

Mansfield  presents  several  instances  of  Biography  worth  re* 
cording.  Here  was  born  William  Mansfield,  who  is  supposed 
by  Fuller,  to  have  derived  his  name  from  that  circumstance* 
He  was  bred  a  Dominican,  and  was  much  esteemed  for  his  great 
proficiency  in  logics,  ethics,  physics,  and  metaphysics.  Ho 
defended  Thomas  Aquinas  against  Henry  Gandarensis,  although 
both  these  great  Polemics  bad  long  been  in  the  silent  gravel 
but  by  this  he  gained  great  celebrity.  "Bale  who  is  not  usually 
so  civil  in  his  expressions,  saith  that  he  did  strew  branches  of 
palms  before  Christ's  asse ;  which  if  so,  was  (I  assure  you)  no 
bad  employment" 

Humphrey  Ridley,  son  of  Thomas  Ridley  of  this  place,  he* 
came  a  student  of  Merton  College  in  1671,  at  the  age  of  18.; 
at  which  time,  or  soon  after,  he  was  taken  into  the  service  of 
Dr.  Richard  Trevor,  fellow  of  that  college,  and  played  the 
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fiddle  as  much  as  the  book.  But  leaving  the  University  withoat 
•  degree,  he  went  to  Cambridge,  where  he  was  doctarated  in 
physic.  Afterwards  going  to  London,  and  practising  physic 
there,  became  fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  and  wrote 
«*  the  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  the  Brain/'  also  a  particular 
"  Account  of  Animal  Functions,  and  Muscular  Motion  ;M*  cir- 
cumstances which  shew  him  much  above  the  ridiculous  medical 
fiddle  faddle  of  that  age  of  ignorance  and  quackery. 

Dr.  William  Chappel  was  also  a  native  of  this  place,  and 
partly  educated  here,  but  graduated  at  Christ  church  college 
Cambridge.    He  got  considerable  preferment  in  Ireland,  being 
Provost  of  Dublin  college,  and  bishop  of  Corke  and  Ross.  We 
are  told  that  he  was  a  close  reasoner,  and  very  subtle  disputant; 
ami  that  he  even  got  the  name  of  killing  one  of  his  antagonists 
by  an  accident.    During  the  reign  of  James  the  first,  and  in 
the  presence  of  that  monarch,  there  was  a  public  commence* 
ment  solemnized  at  Cambridge,  when  Dr.  Roberts  of  Trinity 
being  Respondent  in  St.  Mary's,  Mr.  Chappel  opposed  him  so 
closely  and  with  such  ingenuity,  that  the  Doctor  finding  bini- 
self  unable  to  solve  or  to  answer  his  arguments,  actually  fell 
into  a  swoon;  so  that  the  king,  in  order  lo  hold  up  the  com- 
mencement, undertook  to  maintain  the  thesis  himself;  but  Chap* 
pel  pushed  him  so  home,  that  the  pedantic  monarch,  thanked 
God  the  opponent  w<is  his  subject,  and  not  anothers,  lest  he 
should  lose  the  throne  as  well  as  the  chair. 

When  the  rebellion  broke  out  in  Ireland  in  1641,  be  returned 
to  England ;  died  at  Derby ;  and  was  buried  at  Bilsthorpe  in 
'  this  county. 

Here  lived  Simon  Sterne,  father  of  Dr.  Richard  Sterne,  arch- 
bishop of  York,  whose  third  son,  another  Simon,  was  grand* 
lather  of  the  well  known  Lawrence  Sterne ;  a  man  whose  re- 
putation as  one  of  the  finest  writers  in  the  English  language  is 
fixed  on  the  firmest  basis,  so  that  he  is  even  now  advanced  to 
the  rank  of  a  classic.    Though  much  indebted  to  Rabelais,  yet 

no 
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w>  writer  of  the  present  times  can  lay  claim  to  so  many  un- 
borrowed excellencies ;  and  in  none,  have  wit,  huhiour,  fancy, 
pathos,  an  unbounded  knowledge  of  mankind,  and  a  correct 
and  elegant  style,  been  so  happily  blended.* 

The  well  known  and  amiable  Dodsley,  born  at  Anston  in  this 
neighbourhood,  the  friend  of  Shenstotie,  and   the  protege  of 
Pope,  was  first  put  apprentice  to  a  stocking  weaver  of  Mans- 
field ;  and,  being  literally  starved,  took  French  leave,AQd  was 
hired  as  a  servant  by  a  lady  in  London,  in  whose  service  he  had 
the  liberty  of  perusing  her  library.      This  lady  perceiving  that 
be  employed  his  leisure  in  improving  himself,  gave  him  great 
encouragement,  soon  after  which  be  was  induced  to  write  the 
dramatic  entertainment  of  the  "  King  and  Miller  of  Mansfield,** 
which  being  shewn  to  Pope  and  others,  they  approved  of  it  so 
much,  as  to  prevail  on  one  of  the  theatrical  monarchs  to  bring 
il  forward.    It  met,  as  was  expected,  with  considerable,  nay  un- 
bounded applause ;  yet  if  any  one  will  now  take  the  trouble  of 
looking  at  it,  they  will  call  it  a  flimsy  production,  marking  in 
some  measure  the  extreme  ignorance  of  the  author,  for  he 
makes  guns  and  gunpowder  in  common  use  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  second,  at  which  time  the  story  is  supposed  to  have 
happened,  though  some  have  brought  it  down  as  low  as  Edward 
the  fourth.    Out  of  the  profits  of  its  exhibition,  however,  added 
to  the  liberality  of  the  lady  and  her  frieuds,  Mr.  Dodsley  was 
enabled  to  set  up  a  shop,  which,  with  his  own  prudence  and  in- 
tegrity through  life,  laid  the  foundation  of  his  subsequent  good 
fortune. 

Of  a  later  period,  was  Mr.  C.  Thomson  who  died  in  1784,  at 
the  age  of  70.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable  adventure ;  was 
long  resident  in  Persia,  as  agent  for  the  Russia  company ;  af- 
terwards settled  at  Lisbon;  and  having  experienced  various 
changes  of  fortune,  at  length  realized  a  competency,  and  set- 
tled in  bis  native  place,  where  he  died.  Having  been  often 
shocked  at  the  sight  of  the  neglected,  mutilated,  and  too  often 

dishonoured 
•  Vide  "  Ohieratioiis,"  prefixed  to  the  latetf  edition  of  hit  worki. 
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dishonoured  remnants  of  mortality  in  church  yards,  he  crho— I 
to  be  buried  in  Sherwood  forest  in  this  vicinity,  and  left  direc- 
tions for  that  purpose,  in  a  most  whimsical  will,  which  were 
complied  with.  The  spot  is  on  the  left  of  the  road  to  Not- 
tingham. 

Of  the  various  seats  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  this 
place,  we  may  notice, 

Shebwood  hall,  the  seat  of  John  Need,  Esq*  Tis  an  ex- 
cellent house  on  the  forest,  about  one  mile  from  Mansfield,  its 
situation  is  extremely  pleasant,  and  iu  grounds  are  tastefully 
ornamented  with  thriving  plantations. 

NfiTTLEwoaTH  the  residence  of  Edward  Greaves,  Esq.  stand* 
in  a  hamlet  of  Mansfield  of  that  name.     The  old  mansion  has 
been  long  pulled  down,  but  the  modern  house  stands  on  its 
scite.    It  is  in  Pinxton  parish  which  is  half  in  Derbyshire  and 
half  in  Nottinghamshire,  standing  at  the  bottom  of  gentle  de- 
clivity and  on  the  verge  of  a  most  delightful  valley.    Embo- 
somed thus  in  hills,  its  retired  situation  is  rendered  even  more 
•o  by  its  surrounding  woods ;  the  scenery  is  elegantly  diversi- 
fied; and  the  home  grounds  most  agreeably  watered  by  two 
rivulets  which  glide  through  the  valley  in  front,  and  uniting, 
form  some  very  fine  pieces  of  ornamental  water.     The  house, 
though  ancient,  is  substantial,  and  stands  in  the  north  part  of 
the  pleasure  grounds,  being  we  believe  in  Derbyshire,  as  is 
also  Pinxton  Hall  the  ancient  seat  of  the  family. 

Here  is  also  Broorhill  Hall,  the  seat  of  the  Rev.  D'Ewes 
Coke ;  also  Parr  Hall,  the  seat  of  Colonel  Hall ;  and  Berit 
Hall,  a  good  house  on  the  edge  of  the  Forest,  with  elegant 
grounds  and  extensive  prospects,  the  seat  of  T.  Walker,  Esq. 

The  ramble  from  Mansfield  into  the  Forest  towards  Ru  fiord 
and  Ollerton,  is  extremely  pleasing.  About  one  mile  from 
the  town,  a  gate  opens  upon  the  forest,  where  the  view  presents 
a  striking  contrast.  On  the  right  it  is  wild  and  waste,  swelling 
into  hills  covered  with  fern  and  heath;  whilst  on  the  left  there 
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\b  a  charming  cultivated  valley.    After  proceeding  *  short  dis- 
tance we  come  to 

CUpstone  Park,  now  the  property  of  the  duke  of  Portland, 
and  containing  a  handsome  lodge,  but  small  and  modern,  be- 
longing to  that  nobleman*  This  park  is  near  eight  miles  in 
circumference^  and  was  once  famous  for  its  fine  oaks,  but  most 
of  these  were  cat  down  during  the  civil  wars  and  usurpation  j 
much  of  it  is  now  waste,  but  there  is  still  some  old  planting* 

.Near  to  it  is  the  village  of  Clipston  ;  "  the  water  of  Man 
descendeth  northward  from  the  town  of  Mansfield  through  the 
forest  and  through  Clipstone  Park,  and  so  by  the  town  of  Clip- 
stone  where  was  an  ancient  house  of  the  princes  of  this  realm, 
but  before  the  conquest  by  the  king  of  Northumberland."* 

King  John  frequently  resided  here,  both  whilst  earl  of  Moiy 
tein  and  after  his  accession  to  the  crown,  and  several  deeds 
and  grants  are  dated  from  this  place,  since  which  it  has  retained 
the  name  of  king  John's  palace. 

A  Parliament  was  also  held  here  by  Edward  the  first  in  the 
year  1290 ;  it  is  indeed  uncertain  whether  they  met  in  the, 
palace,  or  under  an  ancient  oak  on  the  edge  of  the  park,  to 
which  tradition  now  gives  the  name  of  the  Parliament  Oak*  Of 
this  nothing  now  remains  except  part  of  its  large  trunk,  scathed 
and  denuded,  with  one  solitary  branch  about  ten  feet  from  the 
ground,  which  annually  puts  forth  a  few  leaves.  < 

The  only  part  remaining  of  the  palace,  which  stands  in,  jl 
large  field  close  to  the  village,  seems  to  have  been  the  ball  j 
and  several  of  its  Gothic  windows  are  yet  entire.  Its  founda* 
tions  have,  formerly,  been  very  extensive,  with  several  vaults, 
bat  during  the  last  summer  great  part  of  these  were  dug  up  to 
be  employed  in  a  system  of  drainage  which  the  duke  of  Port-? 
land  has  commenced  upon  his  property  here.  We  understood, 
however,  from  the  workmen,  that  his  Grace  bad  given  strict 
orders,  that  the  venerable  walls  of  this  once  royal  pile  should 
not  be  touched.  Even  in  its  present  dilapidated  state,  it  would 
Vol.  XII.  SB  her 
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be  picturesque  if shaded  with  planting;  it  is  still,  notwithstand- 
ing, interesting,  and  strongly  raises  the  idea  of  times  tang  past, 
when  steel  clad  knights,  and  barons  hold,  and  haughty  prie*ts,and 
smiling  courtiers,  and  strait  laced  dames,  and  blushing  damsel* 
and  the  whole  etcetera  of  feodal  pomp  and  high  minded  chi- 
valry paced  its  now  deserted  halls,  where  the  hat  and  toad  as- 
sume the  empire  of  the  night,  and  where  the  son  only  breaks 
in  upon  a  scene  of  desolation. 

From  this  abode  of  ancient  departed  grandeur,  we  tarn  to 
the  right,  and  cross  a  wild  extent  of  the  forest  for  about  three 
miles,  to  a  scene  of  more  modern  desertion  ;  and  entering 
tome  thick  and  shady  woods,  we  proceed  until  their  forest 
walks  bring  us  to  the  Ollerton  high  road,  where  a  park  gate 
leads  through  some  thick  overarching  elms  to 

RUFFOHD  ABBEY, 

an  immense  edifice  of  not  very  recent  date,  erected  upon, 
and  engrafted  into,  the  remains  of  the  ancient  monastic  build- 
ing. Its  situation  is  extremely  sequestered,  and  the  entrance 
front  is  so  completely  embowered  in  a  grove  of  elm  and  beech, 
as  to  preserve  much  of  the  original  character  of  the  building, 
though  it  has  been  so  much  altered  by  the  ancestors  of  the 
late  patriotic  Sir  George  Saville,  its  former  possessor. 

The  ancient  monastery,  or  Cistercian  abbey,  was  founded  here 
tail  148,  by  Gilbert  de  Gaunt  earl  of  Lincoln,  for  a  colony  of 
monks  whom  he  brought  from  Rivaulx  abbey  in  Yorkshire,  m 
honour  of  the  blessed  virgin  Mary. 

At  the  dissolution  it  was  found  to  contain  fifteen  of  this  holy 
brotherhood,  whose  revenues  amounted  to  254/. ;  after  which 
its  scite  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  church  lands  were  granted 
to  George  earl  of  Shrewsbury,  in  exchange,  for  some  others  : 
from*  whom,  by  the  marriage  of  his  grand  daughter  and  heiress 
to  Sir  George  Saville  of  Barrowby  in  Lincolnshire,  it  came 
tothatfiuaily. 

Thoroton, 
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Thoroton,  speaking  of  it  in  his  time,  says  that  it  had  often 
been  the  residence  of  king  James  the  first  and  his  son  Charles, 
who  found  it  very  commodious  for  hunting  in  Sherwood  forest, 
and  were  hospitably  entertained  there.  He  adds,  there  wan 
some  distance  from  the  house  towards  the  south,  a  pleasant 
large  pool,  through  which  the  river  Mann  had  its  course,  but 
was  there  confined  to  its  channel  and  carried  along  the  top  of 
the  bank  or  dam,  and  the  place  of  the  pool  made  dry  ground, 
and  therefore  made  more  profitable,  pleasant,  and  healthful,  than 
before,  though  some  still  thought  otherwise.  It  is  evident  too  that 
succeeding  improvers  thought  otherwise,  for  the  river  has  again 
been  allowed  to  overflow  its  banks,  and  thus  to  form  a  very 
pleasing  and  extensive  sheet  of  water/  winding  amongst  gentle 
swells  clumped  with  picturesque  plantations,  and  adding  much 
to  the  beauty  of  the  grounds. 

In  the  time  of  Sir  George  Saville,  this  place  was  in  all  its 
splendour,  but  coming  by  an  heiress  to  the  Scarborough  family, 
to  a  younger  branch  of  which  it  must  always  belong,  it  is  now 
the  property  of  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Lumiey  Saville,  who  resides 
at  Edwinstow  in  the  vicinity,  and  has,  therefore,  left  Ru fiord 
almost  in  an  unfurnished  state,  with  the  exception  of  a  nume- 
rous and  valuable  collection  of  paintings. 

On  approaching  the  entrance  front,  we  ascend  some  steps 
over  an  area  which  surrounds  the  house,  and  gives  light  to  the 
offices  in  the  under  ground  story,  then  enter  a  large  hall  altered 
to  its  present  state  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  with  its 
lofty  ceiling,  high  raised  screen,  and  brick  floor,  marking  the 
taste  of  that  period.  Here  are  some  very  ancient  portraits ; 
two  curious  pieces  of  boys  and  girls  surrounded  with  fruit  and 
flowers ;  and  one  pleasing  landscape. 

The  Brown  Dining  Room  is  a  handsome  apartment,  but  un- 
furnished. It  contains,  however,  among  many  paintings  a 
▼cry  fine  dead  Christ  by  candlelight,  most  exquisitely  done ; 
tour  correspondent  pictures  of  arches  surmounted  with  saints, 
angels,  and  virgins,  apparently  copied  from  the  decorations  of 
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some  of  the  Italian  galleries ;  a  very  curious  landscape  with  si 
representation  of  an  Italian  wedding ;  a  town  on  fire,  by  moon* 
light ;  and  a  Dutch  sea-piece. 

In  the  Billiard  Room  there;  is  nothing  particularly  curioo* 
except  the  portrait  of  that  ugly  wretch  Buckkorse  of  whom  it 
has  been  said,  that  some  years  ago  he  was  well  known  for  his 
readiness  to  engage  in  boxing  matches,  in  which  he  would  often 
come  off  conqueror,  by  suffering  his  antagonist  to  beat  him  un- 
til he  had  exhausted  all  his  strength,  after  which  he  would  beat 
him  in  his  turn. 

The  Drawing  Room  is  hung  with  handsome  tapestry,  but  has 
nothing  curious  except  two  elegant  drawings  of  a  ship's  hull* 

The  Long  Gallery  is  114  feet  long,  and  36  broad,  and  con- 
tains many  very  valuable  portraits,  besides  some  other  painting* 
Sisera  and  Judith,  most  horribly  well  executed  !  Sir  William  £a- 
ville,  in  1635.  His  Lady.  John  adoring  Christ.  Sir  Hairy 
Saville  with  a  letter  addressed  "  Illustri  Viro,  Domino  Henrico 
S.  et  nostro  amico  colendo  et  merendo."  A  Peer  in  his  ruff 
and  robes.  A  Madona.  Sir  George  Saville  the  first  possessor* 
in  the  old  dress.  Gilbert  earl  of  Shrewsbury,  a  whole  length  ; 
with  his  face  fresh  coloured,  and  small  black  whiskers ;  his 
costume  consists  of  a  black  cloak  over  a  grey  habit,  short  trunk 
hose,  the  ribband  of  the  garter  hanging  round  his  neck,  and 
a  short  silver  hi  1  ted  sword.  George  earl  of  Shrewsbury,  in  a 
similar  antique  dress,  with  the  insignia  of  the  garter.  Christina, 
queen  of  Sweden ;  very  masculine.  The  earl  of  Halifax,  with 
his  two  wives,  and  first  wife's  grandfather.  The  father  of  the 
earl  in  a  buff  coat  and  iron  breastplate,  with  long  lank  hair; 
his  wife  and  four  daughters.  Sir  Henry  Sidney,  time  of  Eliza- 
beth ;  a  three  quarter  piece,  with  a  stern  look,  black  whiskers 
and  beard.  Robert  earl  of  Essex.  Duke  of  Northumberland, 
apparently  mad,  or  melancholy,  and  presenting  a  humiliating 
view  of  human  greatness.  Edward  the  sixth,  a  three  quartet 
length  on  board.  Mrs.  Gertrude  Saville.  A  female  head  loot* 
ing  out  of  a  window  with  a  wooden  shutter ;  in  this  the  effect 

of 
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'^F  the  light  is  most  admirably  done.    Dead  Game.    Mrs.  Sa- 

'  wile.    Lady  Cole.    A  carious  portrait  of  a  young  man  on  wood, 

'  with  the  following  inscription  round  the  frame,  •«  Le  Sieur  H. 

'D.  pardit  son  vie  naturelle  au  service  du  Prince, a  Saint  Qaein- 

tenavecque  honour  et  Kamoor  du  Soldats  et  du  monde,  et  do 

son  age  vint  ans  et  dimi  1557 :"  he  is  in  red  uniform  with  fr 

•carf  and  spear. 

An  apartment  is  next  shewn  called  "  the  Prince  of  Wales's 

bed  room/'  his  royal  highness  having  slept  here  some  years 

3go;  but  it  contains  nothing  worthy  notice  except  the  tapestry. 

In  a  small  room  on  this  floor  there  were  a  settee  and  some 

chairs,  worked  by  an  aunt  of  the  late  baronet,  from  the  prints 

-of  the  Harlot's  Progress,  extremely  well  copied. 

In  the  Attic  story,  there  are  an  immense  number  of  rooms, 
in  which  there  are  a  variety  of  paintings.  The  most  exquisite 
of  these  which,  however,  unfortunately  seem  quite  neglected, 
ace,  a  Drunkard,  remarkably  well  done,  though  rather  disgust- 
ing; a  Dawn  of  morning  ;  a  Magdalen,  highly  impressive  ;  a 
Girl  reading  by  candle  light,  in  the  style  of  Sc  hale  ken ;  a  very 
fine  head  of  a  Boy  reading,  in  deep  study ;  Jedidiah  Buxton,  a 
.most  extraordinary  head  ;*  a  portrait  of  Anne  Bullen  on  wood, 
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•  Of  this  extraordinary  character,  bom  in  Derbyshire  about  the  year 
$700,  a  short  .account  has  been  given  in  the  delineation  of  that  county  ;  but 
a  few  additional  particulars  will  not  be  irrelevant  in  this  place,  lie  has 
been  known  to  multiply  a  sum  of  99  places  of  figures,  into  itself,  and  has 
even  convened  whilst  performing  it.  His  memory  was  so  great,  that  he 
oould  leave  olf,  and  resume  the  operation  at  the  distant  periods  of  a  week,  or 
even  several  months.  He  said  that  he  wis  drunk  once  with  reckoning  by 
iiis  memory  from  the  17th  of  May  until  the  16th  -of  June,  and  then  recover* 
ed  alter  sleeping  soundly  seven  hours.  The  question  which  occupied  him  se 
intensely  was  the  reduction  of  a  cube  of  upwards  of  200  millions  o/  miles 
iuto  barley  corns,  and  then  into  hairs  breadths  of  an  inch  in  length.  He 
kept  an  account  of  all  the  beer  be  had  drank  for  40  years,  which  was  equal 
to  5116  pints.  Of  these  f  150  were  drank  at  the  duke  of  Kingston* ;  at  hit 
4>wn  house  tea  f 

Having 
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bat  by  no  means  so  handsome  as  Holbein  has  painted  her  is* 
one  which  is  preserved  at  Losely  in  Surrey ;  yet  as  this  one 
bears  a  great  resemblance  to  a  portrait  of  her  at  Hever  castle  m 
Kent,  the  seat  of  her  family,  one  is  almost  led  to  suspect  that 
Henry's  taste  for  beauty  would  not  have  been  much  followed  at 
the  present  day. 

After  descending  another  long  range  of  staircases,  (of  which 
there  are  three  or  four  and  twenty  in  the  house)  we  pass  through 
the  Cheat  Drawing  Room  in  which  is  a  fine  portrait  of  the  late 
baronet,  with  a  map  before  him ;  he  is  full  length,  but  sitting. 
In  this  apartment  also  are  three  views  of  Roche  abbey ;  and  a 
very  fine  piece  of  wild  boar  and  dogs,  by  Schneider. 

But  the  two  greatest  curiosities  amongst  the  paintings  in  this 
mansion  are  exquisite  little  pieces,  which  the  housekeeper  has 
been  directed  to  keep  locked  up  in  one  of  her  presses  below. 
One  of  them  is  a  Dutch  painting  of  a  Fiddler  and  groupe,  the 
other  an  Old-  woman  with  flowers,  the  painter  we  believe  un- 
known, but  the  executiou  done  in  the  most  exquisite  style  of 
high  finishing.  In  short  as  pictures,  they  may  almost  be  con- 
sidered as  invaluable,  and  we  could  not  help  expressing  our  as* 
tonishment,  that  two  cabinet  bijoux  of  such  exquisite  taste 
should  be  thus  suffered  to  lie  unseen  amidst  table  cloths  and 
napkins. 

Though  this  mansion  is  uninhabited,  the  noble  owner  wilh  a 
religious  affection  to  the  memory  of  his  ancestors,  has  preserv- 
ed the  gardens  and  grounds  in  the  best  state ;  indeed  every 
thing  is  so  elegant  both  within  and  without,  that  even  a  stranger 
cannot  help  feeling  regret  that  such  a  spot  should  be  in  a  great 
measure  unenjoyed ! 

We  cannot  leave  this  place  without  noticing  the  plantations 
of  useful  timber  which  took  place  under  the  auspices  of  the 
late  Sir  George  Saville.     In  the  various  parts  of  the  forest 

around 

Having  been  taken  to  a  concert  in  London,  whilst  attending  upon  the 
Royal  Society*  he  declared  that  the  innumerable  sounds  produced  by  tfas 
instruments,  had  perplexed  him  beyond  measure  t 
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around  die  bouse,  there  are  no  lose  than  1090  acres  planted 
with  o»k  and  ash  ;  and  the  enclosures  made  by  thai  worthy 
baronet,  since  the  year  1776,  amount  to  the  extraordinary 
quantity  of  1960  acres. 

BiUtkorpe  is  a  small  Tillage  about  three  miles  la  the  right  of 
Buftord.  Before  the  conquest  it  was  the  property  of  Ulph  the 
Saxon,  but  was  given  by  William  the  conqueror  to  Gilbert  de 
Gaunt,  being  at  that  time  Soke  to  Rofibrd.  From  him  it  came 
to  the  family  of  Tregos ;  then  to  Lowdham,  and  Foljambes, 
afterwards  to  the  Broughtons,  &c.  At  one  time  it  was  in  the 
f  ery  heart  of  the  wild  forest ;  b?t  recent  inclosures  have  given 
it  an  airy  appearance,  and  its  simple  inhabitants  seem  indus* 
trious,  happy,  and  contented.  The  church  is  dedicated  to  St 
Margaret,  and  though  small  is  very  neat :  it  has  several  mono* 
ments,  amongst  which  may  be  seen  that  of  Dr.  Chappel,  bishop 
of  Corke,  mentioned  under  the  head  of  Mansfield*  In  the 
humble  church  yard  is  the  following  humble  attempt  at  what 
we  suppose  the  parish  clerk  considered  poetry. 

"  LittU  Mary*!  dead  and  gone, 

And  was  a  loving 

And  *  preciou*  wilt  to  little  John 

Fletcher." 

An  ancient  mansion,  or  hall  house,  stands  near  the  church,  and 
like  all  other  old  mansions  has  its  accompanying  tales.  It  is 
said  that  Charles  the  first  was  secreted  here  for  some  time ;  but 
this  perhaps  has  as  little  truth  in  it,  as  the  other  tradition  men* 
tioned  by  Tbrosby,  of  a  large  hollow  rock  near  it  having  serv. 
ed  the  humble  purpose  of  a  nocturnal  utensil  to  the  redoubt* 
able  Robin  Hood ! 

Wellow  is  another  small  village  in  the  vicinity,  with  a  poor 
looking  chapel  dedicated  to  St  Swhhin  ;  it  consists  principally 
of  poor  cottagers,  who  find  employment  in  the  numerous  hop 
gardens  in  the  neighbourhood*  The  late  Sir  Francis  Molyneux, 
Bart  bad  a  small  house  here  with  very  good  gardens. 

S  B  4  OiuaTO* 
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:  Olleetoh  is  a  mall  market  town  through  which  runs  the 
high  road  from  Newark  and  Southwell  to  Mansfield,  and  it  hm» 
some  good  inns,  on  which  and  its  hop  grounds  it  principally 
depends.  Its  market  is  on  Friday  ;  and  there  is  a  hep  market 
every  Tuesday  in  September.  Its  Fairs  are  on  May  day  for 
cattle,  sheep,  and  pedlary,  and  the  27th  of  September  for 
hops. 

The  chapel,  though  erected  in  the  ancient  style,  is  a  modern 
edifice,  and  is  kept  in  very  good  order ;  it  is  in  the  pariah  of 
Edwinstow. 

Colonel  Thomas  Markham,  son  of  George  Markham,  Esq. 
of  this  place,  was  a  gentleman  of  great  loyalty  during  the  civil 
wars,  and  his  courage  and  conduct  were  so  highly  esteemed 
that  the  command  of  a  regiment  was  given  to  him.  But  a 
1643,  having  engaged  the  Parliamentary  forces  near  Gain** 
borough,  he  was  driven,  with  many  others,  into  the  Trent,  and 
unfortunately  drowned.  His  loss  was  not  only  a  source  of 
great  sorrow  to  his  own  relatives,  but  to  all  engaged  in  the 
royal  cause,  as  great  hopes  had  been  formed  from  his  military 
exertions. 

From  OUerton,  the  route  towards  Edwins-tow  lies  through 
Sherwood  forest,  and  there  is  much  of  the  rural  wood  scenery 
to  be  seen,  particularly  around  a  small  house  embosomed  in 
trees,  the  seat  of  Governor  Milnes.  Here  are  also  the  resi- 
dences of  Dr.  Oakes,  and  of  -—*■  Boothby,  Esq. 

The  village  of  Edwinstow  is  extremely  rural ;  and  the  vene- 
rable church  has  a  lofty  spire  highly  ornamented  with  turret 
looking  Gothic  niches. 

In  the  church  yard,  is  the  following  poetical  attempt * 

"  Robert  Rock  ley  body  here  is  laid  ; 

Its  for  htm  these  lines  are  aside. 

That  we  all  here  may  remember 

He  died  the  19th  of  September 
-  Robert  Rock  ley  son  he  be 

;*  Jfts  age  is  uear  to  tS. 

4742." 
v..  _  Edwinstowe, 
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"  Edwinstowe,  or  Edenstow,  was  originally  a"w  berue"  of  die 
great  manor  of  Mansfield,  of  which  the  king  was  lord  ;  but 
die  inhabitants  had  a  right  of  pasture  and  hay  in  Biliahay  and 
in  Birkland,  the  town  being  within  the  limits  of  the  forest. 
Henry  the  fourth  granted  them  a  fair  for  two  days  in  every 
year ;  and  they  had  also  a  license  to  pull  down  their  houses 
-within  the  forest,  and  carrying  them  out  of  it,  to  set  them  up 
elsewhere  !  The  fair  now  lasts  only  one  day  ;  and  is  held  on 
the  24th  of  October  for  cattle,  horses,  but  principally  pigs, 
and  sheep. 

A  pleasant  route  across  the  forest  brings  the  tourist  back  to 
Mansfield,  from  whence  he  may  set  out  in  a  western  direction 
on  a  very  agreeable  ramble  towards  Hardwick  hall,  already  de- 
scribed under  the  head  of  Derbyshire,  as  the  mansion  stands  in 
that  county ;  but  as  part  of  the  park  is  in  Nottingham,  and  the 
intervening  space  peculiarly  romantic,  and  out  of  the  general 
line  of  travelling,  we  shall  slightly  sketch  its  features.  The 
route,  however,  is  not  passable  for  carriages,  nor  is  it  even 
convenient  for  the  equestrian,  as  great  part  of  it  lies  in  path- 
ways through  inclosures.  The  best  line  of  road  to  see  and  en- 
joy all  its  beauties,  is  to  proceed  on  the  Alfreton  road  about 
half  a  mile  from  Mansfield,  then  turning  up  Bangcroft-Iane  to 
cross  some-inclosores  by  a  path  that  leads  to  a  forest  lane, 
where  turning  to  the  right  the  rambler  comes  to  Penny  Mont 
houses,  through  a  tract  of  finely  diversified  hill  and  dale,  and 
tof  richly  cultivated  scenery  well  wooded.  The  lane  now  leads 
to  Newfound  mill,  standing  in  a  valley  watered  by  a  small 
stream  that  divides  the  two  counties ;  a  rugged  declivity  must 
now  be  descended,  when  crossing  the  rivulet,  and  rising  the 
opposite  hill,  a  narrow  lane  to  the  left  leads  bim  through  em- 
bowering woods  to  Hardwick  ball. 

Whilst  on  this  route,  a  short  detour  to  the  left  brings  the 
tourist,  to  Shgty  wjiich  is  a  chapel  to  Mansfield,  and  is  worth 
visiting,  not  only  on  account  of  its  retired  situation,  but  also  for 
the  purpose  of  viewing  some  antique  pieces  of  monumental 

sculpture, 
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sculpture,  one  of  which  i«  highly  illustrative  of  ancient  times* 
though  without  date,  being  two  rude  figures  of  a  man  and  wo* 
man  in  the  attitude  of  prayer*  the  man  evidently  ajfaesfcr 
with  the  bugle  horn  hanging  at  his  side.  Near  this  is  a  seat  of 
T.  Lindley,  Esq. 

"  From  Mansfield  westward  is  the  town  of  Tershall  (now  Te- 
versball)  wherein  is  the  bouse  of  John  Molyneux,  Esq.  whose 
grandfather  married  the  daughter  and  heire  of  Roger  Green- 
halgb,  Esq.  owner  thereof,  whose  ancestor  long  before  bad  mar- 
ried with  the  heir  of  Barry  a  gentleman  of  ancient  name  and 
continuance  in  this  shire."* 

This  manor  is  still  the  property  of  the  Molyneux  family  ; 
and  the  place  is  particularly  worth  notice  on  account  of  its  am* 
cient  church  dedicated  to  St.  Lawrence ;  this  edifice,  in  the 
nave  and  chancel,  is  75  feet  in  length,  and  has  two  side  aisles; 
and  its  sides  are  supported  by  Saxon  and  Gothic  arches  on  cir- 
cular pillars,  whose  capitals  are  surrounded  by  a  few  rude  orna- 
ments. There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  high  antiquity  of  this 
church,  though  its  exterior  in  some  parts  seems  of  a  more  mo- 
dern date ;  its  sooth  door  is  particularly  curious,  being  of  Sax* 
on  architecture,  and  in  very  good  preservation,  with  an  indent- 
ed moulding .  surrounded  by  curious  and  various  devices  of 
birds,  fish,  &c  though  unfortunately  beautified  with  a  super 
coat  of  the  church  warden's  cosmetic  lotion,  vulgarly  yclep'd 
%ohite  wash. 

The  tower  is  of  a  much  older  date  than  the  body  of  the  edi* 
fice  in  general ;  and  io  the  inside  there  are  some  antique  mono* 
ments  of  Molyneux,  Babington,  Greenhulgb,  &c*  Considerable 
attention  seems  to  have  been  paid  to  the  neatness  and  comfort 
of  the  interior ;  in  the  nave  there  are  several  achievements 
banging  up  against  the  pillars;  the  roof  is  painted  blue  and 
white  with  a  pleasing  effect;  the  whole  is  regularly  and  well 
pewed  with  oak ;  and  there  is  a  very  elegant  canopied,  and  high- 

'Htrl.Col.35a. 
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ly  ornamented  pew  for  Sir  Francis  Molyneux,  with  the  family 
vault  below. 

Part  of  the  old  mansion  house  remains,  with  some  armorial 
bearings  in  stonework;  and  there  is  an  excellent  and  commo- 
dious rectory  house  with  good  gardens,  a  fine  lawn  in  front  em- 
bowered amidst  high  and  stately  trees,  and  possessing  a  fine 
Tiew  into  Derbyshire.* 

Returning  from  Newfound  mill,  we  recross  the  stream  and 
proceed  straight  on  by  a  road  which  leads  to  PtouUg,  a  small 
village  standing  partly  in  the  two  counties.  On  passing  the 
market  cross,  a  short  turn  to  the  left  for  about  half  a  mile 
brings  us  to  the  church,  when  turning  to  the  right  we  enter  a 
dell  whose 


•  bounds 


Are  edged  with  wood,  o'er  hung  by  hoary  din%, 
Which  from  the  clouds  bend  frowning.    Down  a  rock. 
Above  the  loftiest  summit  of  the  grove, 
A  tumbling  torrent  wears  the  shagged  stone ; 
Theo  gleaming  through  the  intervals  of  shade 
Attains  the  valley,  where  the  level  stream" 

conducts  us  towards  Pleasky  Forge  an  extensive  range  of  cot- 
ton works  seated  on  the  rivulet  which  divides  the  shires  of 
Notts  and  Derby.  In  this  spot,  so  little  known,  even  in  its 
immediate  neighbourhood,  we  meet  with  all  the  romantic  beau* 
ty  and  all  the  sublime  effect  of  Matlock  and  Dovedale. 
Here  are  high  and  rugged  cliffs  well  wooded  on  their  summits, 
and  sweetly  feathered  to  the  very  edge  of  the  water ;  gently 
swelling  knolls  tufted  with  firs ;  high,  abrupt,  and  overhanging 
rocks  clothed  with  verdure  and  resembling  dilapidated  ruins  ; 
and  a  pleasing  contrast  from  a  view  of  the  mills,  the  mirror 
looking  appearance  of  the  water  here  dammed  into  a  small 
lake,  the  cheerful  habitations  of  the  workpeople,  and  the  smil- 
ing industry  around.  Passing  along  the  valley  we  come  to 
another  establishment  of  the  same  nature,  and  crossing  a  hand- 
seme 
♦  Vide  farther,  Gents'.  Mag.  Vol.  LXXX,  p.  ISO. 
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some  bridge  which  unites  the  two  counties/ ascend  a  hi!?,  and 
when  at  its  summit  follow  a  path  leading  to  a  white  gate  on  the* 
right,  which  leads  across  three  fields  and  to  a  clamp  of  trees 
surrounding  a  small  building  erected  some  few  years  ago  by 
Major  Hayman  Rooke  to  preserve  a  tesselated  Roman  pavement, 
and  to  commemorate  the  scite  of  an  ancient 

Roman  Villa  discovered  by  that  gentleman,  and  6f  which  air 
elaborate  account  may  be  seen  in  the  eighth  vol.  of  the  Arckmo* 
logic.  This  indefatigable  antiquary  relates  that  having  seen 
some  small  stone  cubes  about  an  inch  square,  which  the  country 
people  called  u  fairy  pavements,"  said  to  be  found  in  the  North 
field,  where  many  stones  and  bricks  had  at  different  times  been 
taken  up  to  prepare  the  fields  for  cultivation,  and  to  repair  the 
fences ;  and  having  discovered  these  latter  to  be  Roman  bricks,  he 
was  tempted  to  persevere  in  his  researches,  and  in  May  1786, 
set  three  men  to  work.  In  digging  about  a  foot  below  the  sur- 
face, they  came  to  some  walls,  and  by  following  these,  the 
major  soon  discovered  seven  room9,  which  he  considered  him- 
self justified  in  considering  as  an  elegant  Villa  Urbana.  In  re- 
moving the  earth  which  was  near  a  foot  deep  to  the  floor,  it 
Was  perceptible  that  the  walls  of  most  of  the  rooms  had  been 
stuccoed  and  painted,  many  fragments  being  found  in  different 
places  on  the  floors,  which  must  have  fallen  from  the  upper 
part  of  the  walls.  The  remaining  lower  part  had  the  painted 
stucco  perfect  in  many  places.  The  composition  was  near  two 
inches  thick,  made  chiefly  of  lime  and  sand  ;  on  this  was  laid 
a  very  thin  body  of  stucco,  painted  in  stripes  of  purple,  red, 
yellow,  green,  and  indeed  in  all  the  various  colours.  In  the 
centre  room  was  part  of  a  very  elegant  mosaic  pavement,  of 
red,  yellow,  white,  and  grey  tessera  about  the  size  of  a  die. 
The  space  between  the  mosaic  pavement*  and  the  walls,  was 
paved  with  stone  cubes  about  an  inch  thick ;  and  the  major 
thought  it  not  improbable  that  this  space  was  intended  for  the 
three  beds  or  couches,  and  that  this  was  the  Triclinium  or  Din* 
i/)£  room. 

The 
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.  The  other  rooms  had  painted  walls,  bat  no  tesselated  pave- 
inents ;  but  ashes,  and  other  appearances  of  there  having  been 
fires,  were  visible  towards  the  centre  of  these  apartments. 
L  The  entrance  seemed  to  have  been  at  the  east  front,  in  a 
narrow  inclosed  portion  with  painted  walls  and  a  tesselated 
pavement ;  and  consisted  of  a  passage  fifty  four  feet  long,  yet 
only  eight  in  width* 

The  Major  adds  in  a  note,  that  a  villa  according  to  Columella, 
consisted  of  three  parts  ;  urbana  ;  rustica;  wd  Jructuaria  :  the 
first  of  which  was  that  portion  of  the  house  set  apart  for  the 
master's  use ;  the  second  was  for  the  cattle,  and  servants  that 
tilled  the  land  and  were  employed  in  the  more  ordinary  ser- 
vices of  the  bouse;  and  the  last  consisted  oaly  of  repositories 
for  agricultural  produce.     He  thinks,  as  he  attempts  to  shew 
by  many  well  executed  plans,  that  be  had  traced  the  remains 
of  all  those  parts ;  and  be  even  points  out,  and  that  with  great 
antiquarian  judgement,  the  hypocaust  with  flues  for  warming 
the  sitting  rooms ;  also  the  sudatorium,  or  vapour  bath,  &c. ; 
and  he  gives  a  very  accurate  description  and  delineation  of 
them.    In  a  little  room  also  were  some  bases  of  pillars,  but  he. 
adds  "  I  am  more  inclined  to  think  they  were  bases  of  altars, 
dedicated  to  local  deities,  and  that  this  room  was  the  penetrate 
or  chapel,  which  the  Romans  had  in  their  private  houses  for, 
the  worship  of  their  household  gods/' 

In  clearing  out  the  villa,  many  slates  were  found  with  holes, 
ip  them  ;  in  one  was  a  nail ;  these  must  have  covered  the  roof. 
The  outhouses,  stables,  and  other  appendages  of  the  farm,  must 
have  been  destroyed  long  ago,  owing  to  the  rock  being  so  near; 
the  soil. 

Mr.  King  in  treating  of  this  discovery,  observes  that  "we 
may  fairly  conclude,  both  from  the  nature  of  .the  foundation 
walls,  and  from  the  situation  and  dimensions  of  the  principal 
apartments,  that  it  could  not  be,  in  point  either  of  elegance  or 
convenience,  much  superior  to  these  habitations  discovered  at 
Che  ancient  Pompda  in  Italy,  where  we  are  led  to  wonder  at 

the 
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the  same  time,  both  at  the  profusion  of  painted  walls,  and  alto 
at  the  extreme  uncomfortableness,  and  unpleasantness,  of  the 
dwellings  on  which  they  were  bestowed."* 

Major  Rooke  adds  that  some  remains  of  two  sepulchres  were 
also  discovered  about  100  yards  south  east  of  the  villa;  in 
which  were  found  many  fragments  of  patera,  and  pots  of  Ro- 
man ware,  with  several  articles  of  household  convenience. f 

After  lamenting  the  too  common  destruction  of  antiquities, 
the  worthy  Major  congratulated  himself  that  John  Knight  of 
Langold,  Esq.  on  whose  estate  this  discovery  lies,  had  express- 
ed his  intention  of  erecting  a  building  over  it — that  building 
has  been  erected,  but  to  very  little  purpose,  for  on  visiting  it 
in  September  1811,  the  editor  of  these  sheets  found  the  doors 
broken  open,  the  pavement  ruined,  and  the  floor  strewed  with 
the  cubic  pieces,  the  walls  written  over  with  ribaldry,  and  its 
only  tenants  a  mare  and  her  foal,  who  had  there  taken  shelter 
from  the  noon  tide  heat ! 

A  pleasant  walk  of  two  miles  now  brings  us  to 

Mansfield  Wood  ho  use  a  very  extensive  village,  containing 
many  good  bouses,  and  long  the  residence  of  several  respecta- 
ble families.  Sir  Robert  Plump  ton,  Knt  in  the  time  of  Henry 
the  sixth,  died  possessed  ot  one  bovate  in  this  manor  called 
"  Wolfhuntland"  held  by  the  service  of  winding  a  horn,  and 
driving  or  frightening  the  wolves  in  the  forest  of  Sherwood.  It 
is  recorded  in  a  forest  book  written  on  parchment  in  1590, 
"  Be  it  had  in  mynd  that  the  town  of  Mansfield  Wood  house 
was  burned  the  Saturday  next  afore  the  feast  of  Exaltation  of 
the  holy  crosse,  the  year  of  our  Lord  M.CCC1III,  and  the  kirk 

stepull 

•  Vide  King's  Munimenta,  Vol.  II.  p.  175. 
f  Mr.  King,  who,  in  hit  "  Jfunfinento,"  it  of  opinion  tint  the  greatest 
number  of  our  bomm  mre  British ;  says  (Vol.  I.  p.  901.)  "  In  tike  aastaur, 
jn  tbe  Roman  sei  ulchres  discovered  near  the  lemain*  of  the  ancient  Roma* 
villa,  near  Mansfield  Woodbonse,  tbere  was  nothing  like  the  appearances  of 
the  kind  of  interments  of  the  Britons,  nor  like  a  barrow.*' 
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stepull  with  the  belles  of  the  same,  for  the  steptrll  wis  afore  of 
ty mbre  worke ;  and  part  of  the  kyrk  was  burned."  . 

Before  this  accident  happened  the  church  had  three  aisles, 
bat  now  has  only  two.  It  is  98  feet  in  length  by  32,  and  the 
spire  steeple  is  108  feet  high.  In  the  steeple  are  four  bells 
and  a  small  saint's  bell,  which  in  Catholic  times  was  rung  when 
the  priest  came  to  that  part  of  the  Latin  service  which  is  trans* 
lated  «  holy  !  holy  !  Lord  God  of  Sabaoth  !"  in  order  that  those 
who  staid  at  home  might  join  with  the  congregation  in  the  most 
solemn  part  of  the  office.  It  is  dedicated  to  St.  Edmund  ;  and 
is  a  neat  edifice  and  kept  in  rery  good  order. 

The  Feast  or  wake  is  held  here  on  Sunday  after  the  tenth  of 
July  ;  and  an  Annual  Meeting  or  fair  has  lately  been  established 
on  the  first  Wednesday  after  Mansfield  cheese  fair.  The  house 
and  land  of  the  late  Sir  William  Boothby,  Bart,  is  now  the  pro* 
perty  of  Mrs.  Ramsden  (or  lately  so)  who  resided  there ;  the 
house  was  built  by  the  Digby  family,  and  was  formerly  their  re* 
sidence. 

There  are  several  ancient  houses  in  the  town,  once  the  abodes 
of  opulence,  but  now  mostly  inhabited  by  various  poor  families. 
&t  one  end  of  the  town,  (or  village  more  properly  speaking) 
there  is  a  small  eminence  called  Wtnnyhill;  on  this  there  are 
some  remains  of  a  Roman  exploratory  camp,  of  which  the 
double  ditch  and  vallum  are  still  plainly  to  be  seen  on  the  right 
hand  side  of  the  road  going  to  Warsop.* 

This  cheerful,  social  village  is  not  more  than  half  an  hourV 
walk  from  Mansfield,  and  is  a  pleasant  excursion  after  the 
heaviest  rains,  for  the  foot  path  is  paved  with  flat  stones  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  way,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  on  a  solid 
rock  ;  and  the  scenery  on  each  side  is  extremely  fine.  The 
Worthy  antiquary  of  whom  we  have  had  occasion  so  often  to 
speak,  Major  Hayman  Rooke,  had  a  residence  about  midway 
between  this  village  and  Mansfield.  He  was  F.  R.  and  A.  S.  S. 
and  died  in  1806  "after  a  long  period  of  useful  services  to  his 

country, 
•Vids  further  Haraod'i  Hitter?  of  Mmsfield  and  its  -icinitj. 
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country,  as  a  soldier,  antiquary,  and  metereologiat.  His  cont^ 
niunications  in  the  Archeeologia  are  very  extensive  in  Vols.  8, 
9>  10,  and  11." 

Sutton  in  Ashfield  to  the  west  of  Mansfield,  on  the  Derby 
shire  borders,  is,  we  believe,  the  same  parish  of  which  the 
facetious  and  sentimental  Lawrence  Sterne  was  vicar.  It  is  a 
large  village,  with  a  church  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  erected  on 
a  good  scale  with  respect  to  size,  yet  actually  so  unequal  to  the 
population  that  several  meeting  houses  have  been  built  in  a 
great  measure  to  supply  the  deficiency*  Here  is  a  considera- 
ble pottery  of  red  ware  of  a  coarse  kind,  for  garden  pots,  &c* 
Amongst  the  old  tenures  of  this  place,  we  find  that  Jordan  de 
Sutton,  holding  his  lands  of  the  crown,  paid  fourteen  shillings 
per  annum  acknowledgement,  and  besides  did  homage,  suit 
and  service  to  Mansfield  court  from  three  weeks  to  three  weeks, 
and  attendance  upon  the  king's  army  in  Wales,  with  one  man, 
and  horse  and  habergeon,  cap  of  iron,  launce  and  sword. 

Kirkby  in  Ashfield  is  a  large  village,  with  a  spacious  and 
handsome  church  dedicated  to  St.  Wilford,  containing  some 
painted  glass,  but  no  monuments  of  importance. 

This  manor  came  from  the  Slutevilles  to  the  Cavendishes, 
and  it  is  recorded  that  Sir  Charles  Cavendish  began  to  build 
himself  a  great  house  in  this  lordship  on  an  hill  by  the  forest 
side  near  Annesley  Woodhouse,  where,  being  assaulted  by  Sir 
John  Stanhope  and  his  man,  as  he  was  viewing  the  work,  ha 
resolved  to  leave  off  bis  building,  because  some  blood  had 
been  spilt  in  the  quarrel,  which  was  then  very  hot  between 
these  two  families. 

"  North  from  Griesley  is  Annesley,  an  ancient  house  of  the 
Annesleys,  but  now  of  Henry  Chaworth,  Esq.  who  is  descend* 
ed  of  the  house  of  Annesley.  There  was  a  castle  within  An- 
nesley, whereof  there  is  now  no  monument  to  be  found.  In 
the  west  part  of  which  lordship  was  a  little  abbey  of  ancient 
foundation  called  Felley,  which  is  now  the  inheritance  of  Sir 

Philip  Sterling."* 

Th« 
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The  village  is  small ;  and  (he  church  is  much  defaced  though 
formerly  ornamented  with  painted  glass,  &c. 

AnnetUy  Hall  and  park  are  close  to  the  church ;  the  rest* 
jdence  of  John  Musters  Cbaworth,  Esq.  Near  this  is  also  Whig- 
Jkay,  a  seat  belonging  to  another  branch  of  the  family. 

Feltey  had  a  priory  dedicated  to  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary. 
Nothing  now  remains  of  this  monastic  building,  except  some 
small  fragments  incorporated  in  a  farmer's  residence. 

Proceeding  from  Mansfield  on  the  forest  road  towards  Not- 
tingham, we  pass  through  some  wild  forest  scenery  with  inter- 
vening patches  of  cultivation. 

To  the  led  is  Blidworth  pleasantly  situated,  and  haying  a  pic- 
turesque sylvan  vicinity.  In  the  early  part  of  the  last  century, 
the  foundation  of  the  church  was  so  much  weakened  by  digging  a 
vault,  that  great  part  of  the  ancient  edifice  fell  down ;  since  which 
its  body  has  been  rebuilt,  still  preserving  the  antique  tower  and 
chancel.  There  are  some  curious  old  sepulchral  stones  with 
the  emblems  of  various  trades  $  and  there  is  one  with  a  date  of 
1608,  and  an  inscription  of  the  same  period ;  but  its  last  occu- 
pant seems  to  have  it  only  at  second  hand,  as  the  ornaments 
and  devices  of  dogs  and  deer,  of  bows  and  arrows,  &c.  mark 
it  of  an  earlier  origin. 

On  the  forest  in  this  vicinity  there  is  a  curiam  conical  rock 
sixteen  feet  in  diameter  at  the  base  ;  it  has  been  slightly  hoU 
lowed,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  used  as  an  altar  in  Druidi- 
jcal  times.  Keeping  again  along  the  Nottingham  road,  we 
com*  to  the  Hut,  a  small  public  house  on  the  forest,  near  which 
we  turn  to  the  right  over  some  rude  fields  for 

NEWSTEAD  ABBEY, 

The  seat  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Byron,  and  pass  through 
what  was  once  the  park,  but  now  all  brought  into  cultiva- 
tion, and  divided  into  farms.  These  grounds  are  still  finely 
diversified  with  hill  and  dale,  but  bare  of  wood,  and  presenting 
a  scene  rather  of  desolation  than  of  improvement, 

Voi*  XH.  S  C  Newstead 


40f  HOTTIWOHAMSH1RE 

Newstead  abbey  was  founded  as  a  priory  of  Black  canons, 
about  1170,  by  Henry  the  second.  At  the  dissolution  its  re- 
venues Were  estimated  at  329/. ;  and  it  was  granted  to  Sir  John 
Byron,  at  that  time  lieutenant  of  Sherwood  forest.  Sir  John 
immediately  fitted  up  part  of  the  edifice ;  but  the  church  was 
suffered  to  go  to  decay,  though  the  south  aisle  was  actually  in- 
corporated into  the  dwelling  bouse,  and  now  contains  some  of 
the  most  habitable  apartments. 

Mr.  Young,  during  its  days  of  splendour,  describes  it  as  situat- 
ed in  a  vale  in  the  midst  of  an  extensive  park  finely  planted; 
on  one  side  of  the  house,  a  very  large  winding  lake  was  then 
making ;  on  the  other  side,  a  very  fine  lake  (still  in  existence) 
flowed  almost  up  to  the  house  :  the  banks  on  one  side  consisted 
of  fine  woods  which  spread  over  ihe  edge  of  a  hill  down  to  the 
water ;  on  the  other  shore,  were  scattered  groves  and  a  park. 
On  the  banks,  says  Mr.  Young,  are  two  castles  washed  by  the 
water  of  the  lake ;  they  are  uncommon,  though  picturesque ; 
but  it  seems  unfortunate  that  the  cannon  should  be  levelled  at 
the  parlour  windows.  A  20  gun  ship,  with  several  yachts  and 
boats  lying  at  anchor,  threw  an  air  of  most  pleasing  cheerful- 
ness over  the  whole  scene.  The  riding  up  the  hill  leads  to  a 
Gothic  building,  from  whence  the  view  of  the  lakes,  the  abbey 
and  its  fine  arch,  the  plantations  and  the  park,  are  seen  at  once, 
and  form  a  very  noble  landscape. 

Such  once  was  Newstead  Abbey ;  but  some  unfortunate  fa- 
mily differences  between  the  late  lord,  and  his  son  the  father 
of  the  present  peer,  induced  him  to  sell  every  thing  belonging  to 
the  mansion,  and  not  only  to  suffer  every  part,  both  of  the  house 
and  grounds,  to  go  to  decay,  but  even  to  dilapidate  great  part 
of  it  until  he  was  stopped  by  an  injunction  in  chancery. 

The  front  of  the  abbey  church  has  a  most  noble  and  majestic 
appearance,  being  built  in  the  form  of  the  west  end  of  a  cathe- 
dral, adorned  with  rich  carvings  and  lofty  pinnacles. 

The  castellated  stables  and  offices  are  still  to  be  seen,  as  the 
visitor  enters  into  a  sombre  deserted  court  yard  in  the  midst 

9  ef 
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of  which  is  a  curious  erection  of  red  stone  ia  the  form  of  an 
antique  cross.  In  front  is  the  west  end  of  the  ancient  church ; 
also  the  venerable  front  of  the  mansion  with  its  towers,  and 
battlements,  and  Gothic  windows,  and  on  the  right  some  addi- 
tional buildings  in  the  castellated  style,  originally  intended 
for  domestic  offices,  but  now  in  a  greater  state  of  ruin  than  the 
older  parts  of  the  house,  yet  assimilating  well  with  it,  particu- 
1  arly  as  being  overshadowed  with  the  darkening  foliage  of  some 
lofty  elms. 

Ascending  some  steps,  a  heavy  grated  door  and  porch  open 
into  the  Great  Hall  quite  in  the  antique  style;  its  only  orna- 
ments are  two  pictures  of  a  wolf-dog,  and  another  from  New- 
foundland, favourites  of  his  lordship  ;  to  the  latter  indeed  he 
once  owed  his  life. 

The  Little  Drawing  Room  contains  a  few  family  pictures 
still  interesting  from  their  locality.  In  this  apartment  there  is 
a  very  ancient  carved  wooden  chimney  piece  in  which  are  in- 
troduced four  of  the  old  monarchs  of  this  kingdom,  Henry  the 
eighth  and  two  of  his  concubines,  and  the  family  arms  of 
Byron  in  the  centre* 

The  Gallery  over  the  cloysters  is  very  antique ;  and  from  its 
windows  we  see  the  cloyster  court  with  a  basin  in  the  centre 
used  as  a  stew  for  fish.  'Tis  impossible  to  contemplate  this 
scene  without  a  recurrence  to  past  times;  in  fact  when  we 
look  down  on  the  Gothic  arches,  or  up  to  the  hoary  battle- 
ments, midst  all  the  sombre  silence  that  reigns  around,  busy 
fancy  peoples  the  scene  with  ideal  beings,  and  the  shadows  of 
some  small  ash  trees  in  the  area  may  readily  be  mistaken  by  an 
enthusiastic  imagination  for  the  shade  of  the  passing  religious 
from  his  cell  to  the  altar. 

The  Great  Dining  Room  is  a  most  noble  apartment,  present- 
ing a  good  idea  of  ancient  manners,  but  now  deserted  and  forlorn. 

In  passing  towards  the  habitable  part  of  the  house,  it  was 
impossible  not  to  feel  something  like  an  awful  regret  in  passing 
the  chamber  of  the  late  Hon.  Mrs.  Byron,  exactly  in  the  same 
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state  as  when  she  breathed  her  last  within  it,  only  a  few  days 
preceding ;  her  clothes,  her  ornaments,  were  displayed  as  if 
she  had  just  retired,  alas !  retired  to  return  no  more ! 

Our  aged  Ciceroni  with  great  good  wiU  expressed  a  desire  to 
shew  his  Lordship's  Study,  and  with  all  the  respectful  familia- 
rity of  an  old  domestic  dependant  went  into  the  apartment,  to 
request  his  lord's  permission,  which  was  readily  and  politely 
granted,  though  at  a  moment  when  a  recent  domestic  loss  must 
have  rendered  it  an  unwelcome  request,  and  one  indeed  which 
the  writer  of  these  sheets  would  have  shunned,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  friendly  and  even  hospitable  attentions  of  the  venerable 
old  man.  It  was  impossible  to  enter  this  sweet  little  apartment 
without  noticing  some  of  the  very  unusual  ornaments  for  such 
a  place;  but  as  the  house  itself  is  literally  a  mansion  of  the 
dead,  for  the  monkish  cemetery  was  in  the  cloisters,  it  may 
account  for  the  noble  owner's  taste  in  decorating  it  with  the  re* 
lies  of  the  dead,  instead  of  the  more  tasty  ornaments  of  bow 
pots  and  flower  vases.  The  other  ornaments  are  some  good 
classic  busts,  bookcases  with  a  select  collection,  and  a  very 
curious  antique  crucifix* 

A  Small  Drawing  Room  next  to  this  apartment  contains  some 
good  modern  paintings.  A  portrait  of  his  Lordship  as  a  Sailor 
boy ;  with  rocks  and  beach  scenery.  Some  good  Sea  pieces. 
An  exquisite  Madona.  East  and  west  Views  of  {fewstead. 
Dogs,  horses,  &c. 

We  now  come  to  a  long  range  of  deserted  apartments-  Jq 
one  called  King  Edward  the  third's  Room,  on  account  of  that 
monarch  having  slept  there,  there  is  a  very  ancient  chimney  4 
which,  together  with  the  whole  fitting  up  of  the  venerable 
apartment,  seems  to  be  coeval  with  the  royal  visit,  and  excites 
a  most  pleasing  enthusiasm  in  the  mind. 

Next  to  this  is  the  Sounding  Gallery,  so  called  from  a  very 
remarkable  echo  which  it  possesses. 

The  cloysters  exactly  resemble  those  of  Westminster  Abbey, 
only  on  a  smaller  scale  ;  but  possessing,  if  possible,  a  more  vene- 
rable 
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table  appearance.  These  were  the  cloy  sters  of  the  ancient  abbey, 
and  many  of  its  ancient  tenants  now  lie  in  silent  repose  under 
their  flagged  pavement/There  is  something  particularly  sombre  in 
the  circumstance  of  the  habitable  part  of  the  house  not  only  open- 
ing into  this  scene  of  departed  mortality,  but  even  having  it  in 
some  measure  as  a  thoroughfare.  These  cloysters  lead  into  an  an- 
cient and  extensive  crypt  under  the  body  of  the  church,  but 
tor  many  generations  used  as  cellars;  here  also  was  the  Singing 
Room  for  the  practice  of  the  choristers,  now  very  handsomely 
fitted  up  as  a  bath ;  the  ancient  chapel  too,  long  used  by  the 
family  for  the  same  purpose,  is  still  entire  though  in  ruin,  and 
its  ceiling  is  a  very  handsome  specimen  of  the  Gothic  style 
of  springing  arches.  This  chapel  was  also  used  as  a  cemetery , 
and  its  light  clustered  pillars  and  ancient  carved  windows  add 
much  to  the  melancholy  expression  of  the  scene. 

An  ancient  Gothic  Greenkou9c$  with  an  antique  roof,  ifow 
opens  info  the  Garden  which  was  once  the  burying  ground  <of 
the  church,  and  in  which  a  large  circular  vault  has  lately  been 
dag!  with  a  handsome  pedestal  of  white  marble,  on  one  side  of 
which  an  inscription  tells  the  passing  stranger  that  it  contains 
the  body  of  a  Newfoundland  dog  to  whom  his  lordship  once 
owed  his  life,  and  whom  his  gratitude  has  placed  here.  Thin 
garden  also  includes  the  dilapidated  part  of  the  church,  aod  is 
altogether  a  very  interesting  spot. 

Near  to  this  is  Papplcnick,  a  pleasantly  situated  village,  con- 
taining extensive  cotton  mills  which  give  employment  to  a 
number  of  families.  The  church,  or  rather  chapel,  was  rebuilt 
in  the  Gothic  style  in  1797*  at  which  time  many  curious  frag- 
ments of  Saxon  sculpture  were  discovered. 

In  this  vicinity  there  is  a  curious  hollow  rock  in  the  side  of  a 
hill,  traditionally  called  « Robin  Hood's  stable,"  and  Mr. 
Rooke  considers  it  as  likely  to  have  been  a  retreat  of  that  cha- 
racter, as  it  contaias  several  passages  and  doorways  cut  in  the 
Gothic  style,  out  of  the  solid  rock,  with  little  hollows  as  if  foi 
holding  fodder;  or  perhaps  for  holding  holy  water,  if  thi* 
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place  like  the  excavations  in  Nottingham  park,  has  ever  been 
applied  to  religious  purposes. 

Papplbwick  Hall,  the  seat  of  the  right  hon.  Frederick  Mon- 
tague, is  an  elegant  stone  edifice,  built  in  1787,  and  finished 
with  great  taste  and  convcniency.  The  east  front  presents  the 
principal  entrance,  which  is  into  a  Vettibule  or  hall  96  feet  lO 
inches  by  17  feet  G,  in  which  there  is  a  winding  staircase  lead- 
ing to  the  upper  apartments. 

The  Drawing  Room  is  a  handsome,  elegantly  furnished,  and 
well  proportioned  apartment,  being  86  feet  by  34.  On  the 
right  hand  is  a  Library  very  neatly  furnished,  and  arranged, 
having  over  the  fire  place  a  very  fine  statuary  marble  bust  of 
the  late  Marquis  of  Rockingham.  A  Small  Study  adjoins  the 
library.  On  the  left  of  the  hall  is  the  Dining  Room,  a  spacious 
apartment,  25  by  22  feet,  and  adorned  with  several  family  por- 
traits. A  cheerful  Breakfast  Parlour  adjoins  the  library ;  and 
the  Bed  Chambers  and  Dressing  Rooms  are  spacious,  and  neatly 
fitted  up  with  every  convenience.  The  situation  of  this  man- 
sion has  been  very  judiciously  selected,  as  it  is  not  only  a  fine 
object  in  itself,  but  also  possesses  pleasing  and,  in  some  points 
of  view,  very  extensive  prospects.  Nature  has  done  much  for 
the  grounds  in  giving  them  all  the  variety  of  undulating  swells; 
and  these  have  been  much  improved  by  the  hand  of  taste. 

Linby  has  some  ancient  monuments  of  the  Strtllcyt;  and 
Hucknall  Torcard  may  be  noticed  as  a  considerable  village 
forming  a  long  street  with  the  church  at  one  end  of  it,  in  the 
chancel  of  which  there  is  a  mural  monument  to  the  memory  of 
Richard  Lord  Byron,  who,  together  with  his  seven  brothers, 
bore  arms  in  the  royal  cause  during  the  civil  wars. 

Oxton  is  situated  to  the  east  of  the  Mansfield  road,  ancient- 
ly and  locally  within  the  forest,  yet  left  out  in  the  great  per- 
ambulation in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  second ;  nor  did  the  in- 
habitants  possess  any  right  of  common  until  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward the  third,  when  they  put  in  a  claim,  when  it  was  de- 
creed that  as  they  contributed  nothing  to  the  provision  of  the 

foresters* 
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foresters,  as  the  king's  deer  did  not  common  within  the  bounds 
of  their  town,  and  as  the  people  had  no  lands  within  the  limits 
of  the  forest,  so  they  could  have  no  right  of  common ;  but  it 
was  at  length  allowed  them  on  paying  five  shillings  annual  rent. 
We  know  of  nothing  particularly  curious  at  the  present  day* 
only  that  the  botanist  may  be  gratified  with  the  sight  of  an  un- 
common species  of  fern  that  grows  upon  the  church  tower. 
Oxton  Hall  is  a  neat  mansion,  with  a  projecting  centre,  and  a 
handsome  pediment    It  belongs  to  the  family  of  Sherbrooke. 

Caherton  was  the  birth  place  of.  Mr.  Lee,  the  inventor  of 
the  stocking  loom.  Throsby  in  this  place  mentions  that  in 
1793  there  were  two  dissenting  meeting  houses,  "  one  of  which 
has  a  famous  pastor  John  Roe,  who  it  is  said  bid  defiance  to  the 
discipline  of  the  established  church,  respecting  matrimony. 
Two  of  his  female  followers  have  suffered  a  long  imprisonment 
in  Nottingham  jail  in  consequence.  One  I  believe  was  his  wife 
in  his  own  way !" 

Beskwood  was  once  a  royal  demesne :  until  the  civil  wars  it 
had  plenty  of  deer,  but  has  since  been  inclosed ;  and  the  an- 
cient hall  is  occupied  by  agricultural  tenants.  It  contained 
3700  acres,  and  it  had  not  been  all  thrown  into  cultivation  un- 
til about  five  and  thirty  years  ago  when  a  Mr.  Barton  from  Nor- 
folk brought  a  whole  colony  of  his  county  labourers  with  him, 
and  broke  it  up  according  to  that  mode  of  husbandry. 

Arnold  is  a  newly  inclosed  lordship,  principally  belonging  to 
Mr.  Cope  who  resides  in  a  pleasant  modern  house  with  hand- 
some plantations,  on  the  verge  of  the  forest,  called  Sherwood 
Lodge.  The  village  is  nearly  a  mile  in  length,  and  is  clean, 
comfortable,  and  even  rural.  The  stocking  manufacture  is  its 
staple;  here  are  also  cotton  and  worsted  mills,  one  of* which, 
however,  was  so  large  that  a  tenant  could  not  be  found  for  it, 
and  it  is  suffered  to  go  to  decay. 

Hollyhill  is  in  this  vicinity  :  Major  Rooke  thinks  it  took  its 
name  from  the  number  of  holly  trees  which  were  once  upon  it; 
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and  here  he  traced  out  the  remains  of  a  Roman  camp,  417  yaroV 
long  and  240  in  breadth. 

A  short  detour  now  brings  us  back  to  Nottingham;  but,  be- 
fore we  leave  the  county,  we  feel  it  a  pressing  duty  to  return 
our  best  thanks  for  information  giv en,  and  facilities  afforded,  du- 
ring our  researches. 

To  J.  Stretton,  Esq.  of  Lenton  Priory,  and  to  his  brother 
Mr.  6.  Stretton  of  Nottingham,  we  are  indebted  for  much  mo- 
dern information  respecting  that  town  and  neighbourhood,  as 
well  as  for  many  judicious  hints  for  research  in  other  parts. 

In  the  northern  parts  of  the  county  we  owe  much  to  the 
Rev.  Archdeacon  Eyre,  and  to  the  venerable  Jonathan  Acklom 
of  Wiseton  Hall,  Esq. ;  and  though  we  were  not  fortunate 
enough  to  find  any  of  the  nobility  at  home  at  the  larger  man- 
sions, yet  the  readiness  with  which  the  domestics  afforded  every 
information  and  facility  of  examination  has  enabled  us,  we 
hope,  to  throw  some  novelty  into  the  various  descriptions* 

To  Messrs.  Taylor  and  Ridge,  booksellers  at  Retford  and 
Newark,  we  are  indebted  for  much  local  information. 

But  our  best  thanks  are  peculiarly  due  to  the  Rev.  John  Staun- 
ton, D.  D.  of  Staunton  Hall,  not  only  for  many  hints  respecting 
that  lordship,  but  also  for  some  very  valuable  drawings  of  his 
venerable  mansion  for  the  use  of  the  work. 

To  the  rest  of  our  obliging  friends  we  will  leave  the  kind  re* 
collection  of  favours  conferred,  and  shall  now  bid  them,  collec- 
tively, farfwd  l 
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Illustrative  oftJie  Topography,  Antiquities,  fyc.  of4he 
COUNTY  OF  NOTTINGHAM. 


Nottinghamshire. 

i€  THE  Antiquities  of  Nottinghamshire,  with  maps,  prospects,  and 
pourtraitures."*     London,  1677,  fol.  By  Dr.  Thoroton. 

"Thorotbn's  History  of  Nottinghamshire.  Republished  with 
large  additions.     By  John  Throsby,  3  Vols."  4to.  1790. 

We  understand  that  Charles  Mellish,  Esq.  of  Blyth,  F.  R.  S.  had 
long  been  occupied  in  collecting  additions  for  Thoroton's  work. 

Armorial  Collections. 

Some  Arms,  Monuments,  &c.  collected  by  E.  Ashmolr,  1665, 
were  arranged  No.  854  in  his  library. 

Town  op  Nottingham. 

"  Nottinghamia  vetus  et  nova ;  or  the  ancient  and  present  State  of 
the  Town  of  Nottingham.  By  Charles  Deering,  M.  D.  Notting- 
ham 1751,"  4to. 

Previous  to  the  publication  of  this  work,  Dr.  Deering  brought  out 
"A  Botanical  Catalogue  of  Plants  about  Nottingham  in  8vo."  in 
1738. 

Castri  Nottinghamiensis  Descriptio,  may  be  found  in  a  small  work 

{mblished  it.  London  in  1629, in  8vo.  called"  Epigrammaton  opuscu- 
uin  duobus  libel  lis  dktinclum,  &o.  Authore  Huntingdono  Plumtre. 
A.  M.  Cantab." 

In  the  early  part  of  last  century  there  seems  to  have  been  some  dis- 
agreement about  the  building  of  the  Gaols,  &c. ;  but  as  this  has  long 
been  settled,  we  think  it  unnecessary  to  trouble  our  readers  with  a  dry 
recapitulation  of  the  pamphlets  on  that  subject.  Some  account  of 
them  may  be  found  in  "  Gough's  Topographical  Anecdotes,"  and 
elsewhere. 

Plans  of  Nottingham  Castle  and  Town  may  be  found  in  "  De- 
ring's 

•  Richard  Hall  wis  the  draughtsman ;  Holler  the  etcher.  1676,  and  St. 
Mary's  church  is  supposed  to  be  amongst  the  last  of  his  works. 
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ring's  History  ;"  and  a  plan  of  the  Town  was  again  published  by  John 
Badder  and  Thomas  Peat  in  1 744. 

Newark 

has  been  illustrated  by  n 

"  The  History  and  Antiquities  of-  the  Town  of  Newark,  in  the 
county  of  Nottingham,  (the  Sidnaceaster  of  the  Romans,)  interspers- 
ed with  Biographical  Sketches.  By  William  Dickinson.  Esq."  4to. 
1806.  This  only  forms  part  of  an  intended  General  History  of  the 
County. 

Southwell 

has  been  illustrated  by  Dugdale,  who  at  the  end  of  his  "  History 
of  St.  Paul's/'  published  in  1716,  has  given  a  Historv  of  the  Colle- 
giate Church.  There  are  Views  of  it  by  Hall  and  Hollar  in  Thoro- 
ton  ;  N.  and  W.  prospects  of  it  in  the  Monasticon,  Vol.  III. ;  and 
a  South  view  of  the  Palace  engraved  by  Buck  in  1726. 

"A  History  of  the  Antiquities  of  the  Town  and  Church  of  South- 
well. By  W.  Dickinson  Rastall,  A.  M.  Fellow  of  Jesus  College 
Cambridge,"  4to.  1787. 

"Antiquities,  Historical,  Architectural,  Cborojgraphical,  and  Itin- 
erary, in  Nottinghamshire  and  the  adjacent  Counties.  Containing  (in 
that  part  already  published,)  the  History  of  Southwell,  the  (Ad 
Pontem  of  the  "Romans,)  with  Biographical  Sketches,  by  William 
Dickinson,  Esq." 

Mansfield. 

^  "The  History  of  Mansfield,  and  of  its  Environs  in  two  parts,  con- 
taining the  Antiquities  and  Present  State.  By  William  Harrod,  4to." 
1801. 

VIEWS,  &c. 

Various  Views  in  the  County  have  been  engraved  by  Buck,  &c.<; 
but  these  and  so  many  Maps  of  Nottinghamshire  have  been  published 
recently,  detached  and  iu  the  various  Atlasses,  and  are  so  easily  to  he 
met  with,  that  it  would  be  a  work  of  pedantic  supererogation  to  pre- 
tend to  insert  them  all ;  we  shall,  therefore,  close  this  last  with  some  off 
the  most  important  articles  to  be  found  in  the  Harleian  Collec- 
tion of 

MSS.  ik  the  British  Museum. 
Nos. 

363.    51.  Southworth's  Report  of  the  Repairs  of  Notting- 

ham Castle  in  the  15th  of  Elizabeth. 
— .    53.  Part  of  a  bri«?f  Description  of  the  County,  in 

the  same  reign. 
S86.      3.  Visitation  of  Notts.   1569,  by  William  Flower. 

Norroy,  king  at  Arms. 

1196. 


Was. 

1196. 

128. 

1057. 

29. 

1400. 

1. 

1555. 

1171. 
1394. 

4,  10,  24. 
91,  85,  88. 

1457. 
2043. 

37. 
63. 

4954. 

6593. 

6238. 
6822. 
7020. 
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hamshire Gentry. 

Visitation  of  Notts,  by  Sir  Richard  St.  George, 
Norroy,  king  at  Amis  in  16 14,  &c. 

Many  Genealogical  notices  of  the  County,  with 
Arms,  &c. 

Many  Genealogical  Notices. 

Church  Notes  and  Arms  in  Annesley,  Titheby, 
and  Whatton. 

Arms  of  the  Nottinghamshire  Gentry. 

Imperfect  Notes  concerning  the  Nottinghamshire 
Baronets,  and  their  behaviour  to  Charles  the 
1st.  Placita  Forest*  de  Sherwood,  of  8  Edw. 
3.  ad  tempus  Hen.  6. 

N  umerous  Extracts  from  old  Deeds,  with  Monu- 
mental Inscriptions,  &c. 

Short  Description  of  Notts? 

Grants  from  Henry  the  8th  to  divers  Persons. 

Liit  of  the  Gentlemen  and  most  substantial  Free- 
holders in  Notts,  with  the  names  of  the  persons 
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THE  COUNTY  OF  NOTTINGHAM. 

*  «  *    The  Ma&kbt  Towns  are  printed  in  Small  Capitals; 
the  Village*  in  Italics. 


A. 


Anecdotes  of  the  Earis  of  Not- 
tingham, 6;  curious,  of  longevity, 
14  ;  of  Sir  Hugh  Wil lough  by,  172  ; 
Sir  John  Borlase  Warren,  176; 
Clifton  family  and  weddiog,  186 ; 
wise  men  of  Gotham,  183  ;  Sir 
Thomas  Parkyns,  the  famous 
wrestler,  199;  ancient  dame  at 
Edwalton,  *0S;  Colonel  Hutchin- 
son, 105;  Old  Soldier,  Si  I;  at 
Bingham,  tl4 ;  of  Cranmer,  919 ; 
of  James  I.  «f  8  ;  of  Dr.  Darwin, 
£49;  of  Lord  Lovel,  3A3;  of 
monkish  times,  f71 ;  of  Ferryman 
and  his  dog,  «78 ;  of  a  green  gown 
given  to  a  nun,  *79 ;  of  chivalry, 
Sd4;  of  Judge  Mark  ham,  988;  of 
the  Hollis  family,  S90;  of  Martin 
Jrobtsber,  305 ;  of  onceiit  eccle- 
siastical architecture,  3tff;  of  Earl 
of  Arundel,  340;  of  Howard,  Earl 
•f  Nottingham,  345 ;  of  Godfrey 
Schalcken,  355;  of  the  proud  Duke 
of  Somenet,  S56;  of  Sir  Hugh 
Middleton,  357  ;  of  Hogarth,  363; 
Pascal  Paoli,  369;  Dodsley,383; 
Jedidiah  Buxton,  389;  Sir  John 
Stanhope,  400. 

Annesley,  ih. 

Antiquities,  British,  3. 

— — —  Roman,  4. 

Antiquity  «f  trees,  extraordinary,  6?. 


Architecture  of  county,  4S. 
Arnold,  407. 

Jttenhorovgh,  and  biography,  177. 
Averkom,  853. 

B. 

Babworth,  and  seats  in  vicinity,  314, 

315. 
Barnby  in  the  Willows, '145. 
Barracks  at  Nottingham,  116. 
Barton,  187. 

Batford  and  Peverel  Court,  159. 
Bawtrt,  3Jf. 
Beauvalle  Abbey,  163. 
Beesthorpe,  t5S. 
Beskwood,  407. 
Bilborough,  165. 
BiUthorpe,39l. 
Biography  of  county,  46. 

BlMOHAM,  *i3. 

Bishop  Blaise,  some  account  of,  &43> 

Bl  scow  hill,  S00. 

Bkdworth,  401. 

Blylh,  and  vicinity,  316,  et  seq. 

Bounds  and  rules  of  forest,  58. 

Br*dcbu>k  Priory,  *74. 

Bradroore,  SO*. 

Bramcote,  167;  hills,  165. 

Breweries,  36. 

Brightman,  account  of  William,  156, 

British  antiquities,  3. 

Broad  holm  Monastery,  t79. 

Bullwell  and  Piewipe  ball,  160. 

Bunny  Par*  and  village,  199. 

Burton  Joyce,  f73. 

Canals, 


INDEX. 


Canals,  St. 

Calf  erton,  407. 

Carburton,  372. 

Carlton,  near  Col  wick,  210. 

Carlton  upon  Trent,  2$5. 

Carleton  in  Lindrick,  37. 

Castles,  of  Nottingham,  104;  of 
Newark,  223. 

Caves  and  cellars,  at  Nottingham,  80, 
103;  in  Park,  114;  at  Sneinton, 
159. 

Chappel,  account  of  William.  285, 
382. 

Chesterfield  Canal,  33. 

Chi!«je|l,  187. 

Churches  at  Nottingham,  121, 

Clay  districts,  fl. 

Clawortb,  303. 

Clifton  Hall,  182;  Grove,  183;  vil- 
lage, 185. 

CUftont,  North  and  Sooth,  $78. 

Climate,  19. 

Clipttone  Park,  385. 

Clumbiq  Pabi,  seat  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  358  to  367. 

Coddingtou,  245. 

Colston  Basset,  207. 

Colwick  Hall,  210. 

Commerce  of  county,  35. 

Corlimstock,  or  Costock,  198, 

Cossa),  and  family  vault,  164. 

Cotton  mills,  36. 

Country  seats,  16. 

Cranmer  family,  and  anecdote?,  219. 

Creswell  Crags,  371. 

Cromwell,  255. 


Darebeck  river,  31. 
Darwin,  Dr.  anecdoUt  of,  249. 
Dentborpe,  275. 
Divisions  of  county,  l. 
Drakelow  and  Tunnel,  302. 
D*nk*m,  or  Dunbolme,  287. 

E. 

Carls,  6. 

E*$t  BridgtforJ,  216 ;  antiquities,  217. 

F.aMl  Leake,  193. 

Eastwood,  and  anecdotes,  163. 

£atcu,  or  Idleton,  314. 


Ecclesiastical  architecture,  49. 

EdmttoH,  203. 

Edwimtom,  392. 

Egmtnton,  and  anecdotes,  284. 

Eleanor,   Queen,   her    death,    tad 

crosses,  280. 
Elton,  223. 

Etas  ton,  or  Elston,  249. 
Environs  of  Nottingham,  158. 
EpenUm,  273. 
Erwash  river,  30. 
Estates  and  landed  property,  13. 
Evcrton,  904. 
Extent  of  county,  1, 
Eykering,  271. 

F 

Farms,  state  of,  24. 

Felley,  401. 

Fenton,  some  account  of  Sir  John, 

46. 
Finninglcy,  and  anecdotes,  306. 
Fitters**,  and  Ferry,  275. 
Fledboroogh.  286. 
Flintbam,  248. 
FoaitT  or  Smnwoon,  48. 

G. 

Gameston,  292, 

Gedling,  and  anecdote,  211. 

General   Infirmary   at  Nottingham, 

129. 
Gonaiston,  274. 
GrtAcas  and  anecdotes,  188. 
Granby,  234. 
Grantham  Canal,  3f. 
Green  gown  given  to  a  nun,  279. 
Greyslcy,  Church   and    Monuments, 

162.  *    '     7 

Gringle*  on  the  hill,  307. 
Grove  Hall  and  village,  313. 
Guothorpe,  274. 

H. 

Habsthorpe,  311. 

Hallam,  272. 

Halloogbton,  and  ancient  Hall,  271 

Hardly,  and  Cross,  280. 

Hawton,  246. 

Hayto*,  301. 

Headon  Hall,  313. 
I  Icmlockstone,  167. 
Hexgrave,  and  Roman  Camp,  271. 
Hicklipg^ 
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MickUni,  tOf. 
History  of  county,  2. 
Hodsack,  324. 
Hogarth,  anecdotes  of,  363* 
Holden,  William,  D.  D.  46. 
Holme,  near  Newark,  954. 
Jiotme  Pierpoint  and  House*  ftl. 
Honour  of  Poverel,  160. 
Hops,  as  produce,  93. 
Home,  account  of  Thomas,  46* 
Hosiery  trade  and  frames.  137. 
Hovctmgham,  974. 
Houghton,  and  chapel,  989. 
Hundreds  and  Parisftes,  168. 

I. 

Idle  river,  31 ;  and  canal,  33. 
Improvement,  24. 
Inclosures,  41. 
Ireton,  account  of  Henry,  177. 

J. 
John  of  Gaunt,  anecdote  of,  163. 
Jurisdiction*  Ecclesiastical,  45. 

K. 

Kelhom,  and  Hall,  252. 

Kersall,  271. 

Kimberley  and  chapel,  163. 

King  and  Miller  of  Mansfield,  50, 

376. 
King  John's  house,  385. 
Kinottlton,  207. 
Kingston  upon  Soar,  194. 
Kirkbu  in  Aihfitld,  400. 
Kirklington  Hal),  271. 

L. 

Lace  manufacturers,  57. 
Landed  property,  13. 
Langar  and  Hall,  2*5. 
Taxton,  or  Islington,  215. 
Lene  river,  SI,  118. 
Zcitsonand  Priory,  179, 181. 
Lcverton,  North  and  South,  312. 
Linby,  4<>6. 
Littleboroogh,  309. 
Lodge  upon  the  Wolds,  905. 
Lord  Lovel,  aneedote  of,  952. 
Lunatic  asylum,  131. 

M. 
Malting  business,  So 
Mansfield,  origin,  otc  &c.  374,  et 

seq 
MaufUU  Woojkmte,  398. 


Manufactures,  $6, 137. 

Mapperley,  160. 

Markharo,  East  and  West,  988. 

Marnham,  286. 

Mattersey  and  Priory,  301. 

Mann  river,  31. 

Meden  river,  ib. 

Mineralogy,  96. 

Misterton,  sectarian  chapels,  307. 

Monuments  at  Wollatton,  166 ;  of 
the  Babyngtons  at  Kingston-upon* 
Soar,  195;  Sir  Thomas  Parkvns 
at  Bunney,  900 ;  in  WiUougbbj 
church,  908 ;  in  Holme  Pterpoint 
church,  812;  at  Clawortb,  309; 
at  Radford  near  Worksop,  331$ 
rustic  and  epitaphs,  391,  393. 

Mortimer's  hole,  107. 

Mnskhams,  North  and  South,  953. 

Myssen,  and  curious  scenery,  306. 

N. 

Nettleworth,  384. 

Newark,  227;  history,  interesting 

anecdotes,  church,  sieges,  &c  928, 

et  seq. 
Niwstsad  Abbiy,  401. 
Normanton-MponrSoar,  196. 

near  Southwell,  970. 


North  CoUingham,  277. 

North  of  Trent,  2. 

Norwood,  276. 

Nottinghamshire.— Sitaatiou,  ex* 
tent,  divisions,  1 ;  history,  2 ;  Bri- 
tish antiquities,  3  ;  Roman  anti- 
quities, 4 ;  Roman  roads,  5 ;  earls, 
6;  estates  and  landed  property. 
13  ;  religions  foundations,  14 ; 
titles,  15 ;  seats,  16;  climate,  19; 
soil  and  surface,  20 ;  produce,  22  ; 
tenures,  25 ;  rents,  ib. ;  miners* 
logy,  26;  rivers,  97;  canals,  32; 
roads,  34;  commerce,  35;  manu- 
factures, 36 ;  population,  37-; 
poor's  rates,  38 ;  inclosures,  41  ; 
improvement,  42 ;  architecture*, 
42 ;  ecclesiastical  arcliitectore,  an- 
cient sepulchral  monuments,  too- 
logy,  43;  Parliamentary  history, 
44 ;  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction,  45  ; 
county  biography,  46 ;  forest  of 
Sherwood,  48 ;  Robin  Hood,  67. 

Nottinoram  Town,  approach  to, 

76;  derivation  of  name,  78;  an* 

cient  history,  79,  caves  and  eel* 

lars. 


INDEX. 


lars,  80 ;  Roman  history,  82 ; 
Saxon  history,  83;  comparative 
value  of  land,  84;  general  his- 
tory, 85 ,  siege  by  the.  Mercians, 
86 ;  destruction  by  fire,  87  ;  sei- 
sure  of  Mortimer,  88  ;  Parliamen- 
tary anecdote,  89  ;  extraordinary 
tempest,  90;  standard  of  Charles 
I.  set  up,  91;  water-spout,  93; 
modern  events,  95 ;  local  topo- 
graphy, 96 ;  situation  and  extent, 
97 ;  ancient  walls  and  gates,  98  ; 
streets,  10 1 ;  castle,  104;  barracks, 
116;  caves,  114;  Standard-hill, 
117  ;  ecclesiastical  divisions,  121 ; 
St  Mary's  church,  1*1 ;  religious 
foundations,  125 ;  sectarian  cha- 
pels, 126;  public  charities,  127; 
workhouses,  1*8;  infirmary,  129; 
lunatic  asvlum,  131;  public  schools, 
13? ^  county-hall,  133 ;  town-hall, 
ib.;  county  and  town  gaols,  134; 
market-place,  135  ;  new  exchange, 
136;  fairs,  ib. ;  trade  and  manu- 
factures, 137;  population,  139; 
anecdotes  of  lougevity,  140 ;  me- 
teorological observations,  142 ; 
ttate  of  poor,  143 ;  present  state, 
144 ;  Thorland-hall,  &c.  145 ;  sup- 
plies of  water,  of  coals,  &c.  146;- 
state  of  society  and  amusements, 
147;  proverbs,  149;  St.  Anne's 
Well,  6lc.  151  ;  municipal  history, 
153;  Parliamentary  rights,  155; 
biography,  156. 
Kuthall,  and  anecdotes,  161. 


Oldham,  the  poet,  212. 
OUtrton,S91. 
Orchards,  23. 
OrdmUl,  514. 
Osberton  House,  315. 
Oasington  Hall,  285. 
Oswaldebeo,  307. 
Owtborpe  Hall,  205. 
Oxton,  tumuli  there,  3,  406. 

P. 

Palethorpe,  372 
Papplewick,  406. 
Parishes  in  the  county,  158. 
Parliamentary  history,  44. 
Peverel  Court,  160. 
Plantations,  modern,  in  forest,  64. 
Pleasley,  romantic  scenery,  $93, 
Plough,  account  of  John,  156. 
Ppor  and  rates,  38. 


Population,  37. 

Portraits— of  Willooghby  family; 
171 ;  Sir  Hugh  Wi  Hough  by,  172; 
Nell  Gwynne,  181 ;  Henry  VIIL 
321 ;  Jeffery  Hudson,  322 ;  Mary; 
Queen  of  Scots,  Catherine  of  Aj- 
ragon,  Norfolk  family,  339  ;  Earis 
of  Arundel,  340,  344;  at  Rufford 
Abbey,  387,  et  seq. 

Produce  of  county,  22. 

R. 

Radeliffe  upon  Soar,  194. 

on  Trent,  212. 

Uedf$rd  near  Worksop,  Abbey-gate, 

ancient  church,  &c.  327. 
Radford,  near  Nottingham,  165. 
Hampton,  312. 

Religious  foundations,  14,  125. 
Rtmpstont,  198. 
Rents  of  county,  25. 
Retford,  Eatt  and  Wat,  293,300. 
Rivers,  27. 
Roads,  34. 

Robin  Hood's  hills,  3. 
chair,  4. 


Robin  Hood,  history  of,  kc.  67. 
Roman  antiquities,  4. 
Roman  roads,  5. 
Roman  villa  discovered,  S96» 
Romantic  scenery  of  Sherwood  Fo- 
rest, 52  ;  at  Pleasley,  393. 
Ruddington,  202. 
Rupford  Abbey,  386. 

S. 
Searching  Moor  and  Inn,  281. 
Scenery  of  Sherwood  Forest,  57, 
Scrercton,  218. 
Scrooby,  323. 
Seats  of  county,  16. 
Sectarian   chapels    at   Nottingham, 

126. 
Sepulchral  monuments,  ancient* 
Serlby  Hall,  328. 
Shtlford,  215. 
Shbrwoob)  Forest,  48. 
Sherwood  Hall,  384. 
Sibthorpe,  248. 
S-lk  mills,  37. 
Situation  of  county,  1. 
Sncntton,  caves  at,  157. 
Soar  river,  30. 
Soil  and  surface,  20. 
South  Collingham,  277. 
South  of  Trent,  2. 
Southwell.     Church,    antiquities, 

kc.  2$5,  270. 

Stan. 
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Standard  Hill,  117. 

Stanford  and  Hall,  197. 

Staunton,    Manor  aad    Hall,    f46j 

family,  247. 
Staunton  in  the  Wold*,  f04» 
Staplcford  and  Hull,  176. 
Sterne,  Richard,  D.  D.  48. 
StoctwUh,  307.    . 
Stocking  trade,  137. 
&ofce  %  Newark,  and  battle,  250* 
Strafford,  character  of  Lord,  %7$. 
Strelley,  164. 
Strctton,  309. 
Sutton  Bonington,  196. 
6otton  in  Ashheld,  400. 
Sutton  upon  Trent,  276* 

Tenures  of  county,  25. 

Thobbsby,    seat  of   Earl  Manvers, 

368,  370. 
Thome  jr.  fc79. 
Thrumpton  hall,  187. 
Thurgarton,  271. 
Titles,  15. 
ToJIerlon-hall,  ?03. 
Trent  River,  $7. 
Trowtll,  176. 
To x ford,  chantries,  &c.  281,  et  teq 

u. 

Upper,  or  Over  Broughton,  <09. 
Upton,  near  Southwell*  «|f>. 


w. 

Wakefield,  account  of  Gilbert,  157 
Walhaihgham,  307. 
Walling  W«lls,  371.   t 
Warsop  church  and  fair,  373. 
Wclbeck  Abbey,  349,358* 
Weld,  ai  product,  23. 
Wcllov,  391. 
West  Bridgcford,  203. 
•  West  Uake,  195. 
Matron,  216. 

Wbchtky,  North  and  South,  309. 
White,  H.  H.  notice  of,  157. 
Wtlford  church,  1&2. 
Willoughby  brook.  V09. 
Willoughty  oh  the  Wold,  *08. 
Winck  bourne,  270. 
Winthorjte  and  Hall,  f  54. 
Wise  Men  of  Gotham,  188. 
Wiscton  hall  and  iinproveruenttj  388. 
Wivtrton  and  ruins  2*4»      • 
Wollan  river,  St. 
H'c/fa(<m,  church,  &c.  166* 
Wollaton  Hall,  167. 
Wood  borough,  t73. 
Wonksop,  and  vicinity,  SS6. 
WoREsor  Manor,  335*   349. 


Zoology  of  county.  43, 
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ERRATA. 

from  bottom,  for  ••  Essingham,"  read  "  ^fftngham*' 

and  10,  the  final  letters  want  to  be  supplied. 

dele  "  a*''  before  ■•  that,1' 

lor  "  aceloouro/*  read  "  atdocum." 

from  bottom,  for"  Am$w1rch,M  read  "  Arnucitch.* 

(torn  bottom,  for  •«  object,"  read  «•  obJect».H  - 

dele  the  comma  after  "  Stainwith,"  and  insert  It  after  "  closes." 

Insert  a  t  at  the  end. 

tor  •«  were,"  read  "  •«•." 

from  bottom  •«  sepaiate  the  words  "  forest!'  and  " the).'* 

from  boUom,  for  ••  as,"  read  «•  so." 


/ 


for  •«  rn,"  read  ««  on  * 
from  bottom,  separate  "  age,**  and  "  of.*' 
in  "  aambittou"  dele  the  «. 
insert  be  before  •«  called r 
after "  cuts''  insert  a  comma, 
for  "  tires*'  read  «'  lien." 
from  bottom,  for  •«  come,*'  read  "  cowing." 
from  bottom  of  the  note,  for  «•  priest/'  read  «« priaUJ* 
for  '«  with,*  read  "  and.1* 
Inst  of  the  note,  for  •«  conofund,"  cead  "  coftfound." 
16    for  «•  Kvy  worth,"  read  «•  JGeyvortA* 
fi    insert  a  tinat  «. 

from  bottom,  *«  set  it  "n  fire,"  read*'  {*  was  set  on  fire.'* 


for  "  the*e,"  read  ••  thrrt: 
for  «*  paying,"  read  *•  paving." 
for  "  Lambeth,"  read  "  Lambert." 


B.  In  one  of  the  Plates  of  "  Caves,"  in  this  county,  for  M  Sneiutoa,"  read 


V_     6*    13  ^* 


